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From Reuter and Associated Press 


NOUAKCHOTT - Former prime minister Maaouya Ould Sid'ahmed Taya seized power yesterday in a coup 


in the northwest African state of Mauritania, Nouakchott Radio said. 
The radio said a night curfew had been imposed and all airports closed until further notice. 


At the time of the coup Mauritanian President Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla was in the Burundi capital, 
Bujumbura, attending a Franco-African summit meeting. He left Burundi yesterday afternoon along with other 
heads of state. It was not clear whether he was aware of the coup. 


A radio broadcast said Col. Taya took control "in conformity with the will of the army and the supreme 
interests of the state and of the Mauritanian people." 


A later broadcast, monitored in Dakar, Senegal's capital, said Col. Taya had become president of the ruling 
Military Committee for National Salvation. It said the 24-member committee would remain basically the same, 
but did not specify what other changes - if any - had been made. 


Mauritania has had a turbulent history since the army overthrew pro- Western president Moktar Ould Daddah 
in 1978. 


Lt.-Col. Haidallah, a tough and austere leader, was chief of staff of the army from the 1978 coup until April, 
1979, when he became defence minister and then prime minister. 


He took power in a 1980 reshuffle of the military leadership, becoming president in place of Lt.-Col. 
Mohammed Mahmnoud Ould Ahmed Louly, who was dismissed after only six months in office. 


The radio said the situation in the capital, Nouakchott, was calm but added that guns had been placed in front 
of the headquarters of Mauritania's armed forces. 


Mauritania, a largely desert country on the western bulge of the African continent and bordering on the 
Atlantic, has a population of almost two million. There have been reports of sometimes bloody confrontations 
between northern Moslem nomads and southern blacks. 


Observers in the region say the ruling military council has been divided into two factions for some time. 


One faction was led by Lt.-Col. Haidalla, a strong supporter of the Polisario Front, which is fighting to win 
independence of the former Spanish Sahara from Morocco. The opposing faction, observers said, was 
thought to have included Col. Taya. 


The disputed Sahara territory was briefly part of Mauritania after Spain withdrew at the end of 1975. But 
Mauritania gave up the territory because of the continuing war with the Polisario guerrillas, and it was 
annexed by Morocco. 


In February, Mauritania formally recognized the Polisario's Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, which claims 
to be the government of the disputed territory. 


Mauritania, bounded by Morocco, Algeria, Mali and Senegal, is among African countries hard hit by drought. 
Two-thirds of its 1.035 million square kilometres has been swallowed up by the Sahara, forcing many nomads 
into the cities to live. Grain production has fallen - the country now produces only about 5 per cent of its food 
needs - and vast herds of cattle have died. 
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From Reuter and AP 


DAKAR, Senegal - Mauritanian leader Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla, overthrown in his absence on 
Wednesday, flew home to Nouakchott yesterday and was immediately arrested, sources in Dakar said last 
night. 


Radio Nouakchott, meanwhile, named members of the new Government of the armed forces chief of staff, 
Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'ahmed Taya, who led the coup. They include eight members of Lt.- Col. 
Haidalla's cabinet. 


The Government reaffirmed Mauritania's support for the Polisario guerrillas, and received official recognition 
from Libya. 


An announcement on the official Mauritanian radio said the new Government has officially recognized the 
Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, which the Polisario Front guerrillas claim is the government of the 
disputed Western Sahara. 


The sources in Dakar said the ousted president was detained and whisked off to a military barracks when his 
plane landed at Nouakchott airport, which had been closed to international traffic. 


Officials in the lvory Coast had tried to persuade Col. Haidalla not to return home during a stopover in 
Abidjan. But Ivorian sources said he insisted on returning to his country. He was attending the Franco- 
African summit meeting in the Burundi capital of Bujumbura when the coup occurred. 


The takeover and cabinet shuffle, accompanied by an overhaul of the army command, came only 10 days 
after Haidallah Government recognized the SADR, a move Mauritanian sources said was far from 
unanimously popular in the ruling committee. There were widespread fears that Mauritania was laying itself 
open to reprisals from the Moroccan Army. 


Morocco has since accused Nouakchott of providing Polisario guerrillas with bases for attacks on its forces, 
and has threatened to pursue raiders into Mauritanian territory. 


Reports from the capital indicated the coup had little effect on daily life in the largely desert North African 
country - one of the many countries hard-hit by drought and famine. 


The radio broadcast maintained the coup was staged because Lt.- Col. Haidalla "headed a regime of waste 
and corruption." It listed bad management, unemployment and "blocking the wheels of state" as among his 
failings. 


The broadcast also said the decision to "restructure" the governing military committee was made "after an 
analysis of the current situation in Mauritania following a prolonged drought." 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's new leader, has announced a general 
amnesty for all people jailed or in exile for political reasons. (no abstract) 
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Special to The Globe and Mail 
NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania 


Mauritanians went to the polls yesterday during the first elections in the history of this West African Islamic 
republic after a surprisingly spirited election campaign. 


Full results of the municipal polls in 13 main towns and cities will be available later today, but for most 
Mauritanians the process was more important than the municipal positions at stake. 


After the harsh and arbitrary rule of Lt.-Col. Mohammed Ould Haidallah, the elections were a step toward 
democracy. The country has been under military rule since 1978, and before that it was a rigid one-party 
state during the first 18 years of its independence from France. 


Electoral candidates say they are confident that the current President, Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed _ 
Taya, supports the move to greater democratization. But they say it is not clear how far the process will be 
allowed to go in the fragile desert nation fraught with problems. 


"If something goes wrong, some parts of the military could be put off and the process would be set back," one 
candidate in Nouakchott said. 


Several months ago, violence erupted in Nouakchott and the port city of Nouadhibou when members of a 
clandestine black opposition movement protested against what they described as "Mauritanian apartheid" 
and increasing Arabization of Mauritanian society. 


According to members of the African Liberation Forces of Mauritania (FLAM) living in exile, Mauritania's 
southern black African tribes are not afforded the same opportunities as the white Arab Moors. 


The Minister of the Interior, Col. Djibril Ould Abdoulaye, minimized FLAM's importance during an interview. 
He insisted that black Africans occupy senior positions in the Government, the administration and the army, 
as do the white Moors, as well as the black Moors who were formerly slaves. 


While FLAM's radicalism is generally seen as unrepresentative, some of its claims appeal to those blacks 
who feel disadvantaged and are alienated by the growing emphasis on Arabic as the country's main 
language. 


Economic frustrations are foremost in people's minds, however. About 70 per cent of the population of nearly 
2 million used to live as nomadic herders, but successive cycles of drought have wiped out many herds, 
forcing several hundred thousand nomads to seek refuge in the shantytowns circling Nouakchott. 


Built in 1960 as a capital city to accommodate 30,000 people, Nouackchott is all but swallowed now by the 
advancing desert and is straining under the weight of close to 500,000 inhabitants. 


Declining world prices for iron ore, a weak administration, and the costs of involvement in a war in the 
neighboring Western Sahara territory were problems inherited by Col. Taya when he took power in a coup 
two years ago. 


A neutral foreign policy has considerably improved the country's relations with Morocco, which had opposed 
Mauritania's former support for the Polisario Front that is fighting Morocco for control of the Western Sahara. 
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OTTAWA - Prime Minister Brian Mulroney is to leave tonight for Rome to see the Pope - no doubt praying 
that the problems that have beset his government recently do not follow him to Italy and on to Africa. 


And while he's going away in the midst of a crisis, he intends to keep in close 24-hour-a-day contact with his 
office in Ottawa to keep himself apprised of events. 


After resting tomorrow at the start of his nine-day trip, Mulroney meets briefly with Pope John Paul Il Monday 
at the Vatican, then pays a courtesy call to Italy's Prime Minister Bettino Craxi. 


Mulroney leaves that night for Zimbabwe, Zambia and Senegal. 


The highlight is to be a high-profile meeting with the leaders of three front-line African states at scenic Victoria 
Falls in Zimbabwe, where Mulroney is to reaffirm his staunch opposition to the apartheid policies of racist 
South Africa. 


Both Zambian Prime Minister Kenneth Kaunda and Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe heaped praise on 
Mulroney for his tough stand on backing economic sanctions against the white-minority regime at the 
mini-summit in London last August. 


It was a popular stand in Canada and laid the groundwork for a much needed publicity bonanza for Mulroney 
whose party had sank to last place in the public opinion polls. 


But all that was before the free trade talks with the United States began to falter, Canada was forced to 
impose a 15 per cent duty on lumber exports and Mulroney suddenly was forced to fire junior transport 
minister Andre Bissonette because of a controversial $3-million land flip in his Quebec riding. 


The domestic problems only serve to heighten the pressure on Mulroney to perform flawlessly while on the 
world stage. 


Perhaps that is why the Prime Minister, stung by bad publicity over lavish spending on the Asian trip, has 
scaled down the entourage he will take on this nine-day trip. 


After using an Air Canada L-1011 jet for the trip to Asia, he and his entourage will fly on a 17-year-old 
Canadian Forces Boeing 707 this time. Sensitive to criticisms about his presidential style, Mulroney ordered 
the switch despite the fact the cost for both planes is about the same. 


And instead of the 70 aides and officials Mulroney took to Tokyo, China and South Korea, he will have less 
than 20 staff members this time. Wife Mila will be with him but not the celebrated but controversial 
butler-security guard who accompanied him on the Asian tour. 


"There is definitely an effort to economize," Michel Gratton, Mulroney's press secretary, has said. 


While Mulroney is on his nine-day tour he will be able to remain in 24-hour contact with is office, and 
particularly his principal secretary, Bernard Roy. He will be able to call directly but that will not be his only 
means of communication. 


The others include Telex, computer hookup via the phone and a facsimile machine by which newspaper 
clippings and other documents can be sent to him on the road. 


It will be a gruelling trip that includes more than 37 hours of air time over the next nine days. Mulroney will 
have an off day in Rome tomorrow to adjust for time differences and make final preparations for his African 
meetings. 


On Monday he will meet briefly with the Pope to discuss the latter's unofficial autumn visit to the Fort 
Simpson, N.W.T. He will then pay a 30-minute courtesy call on Craxi. 


Then it's on to Zimbabwe where Mulroney will be expected to live up to the promise he showed in London. 
Secret minutes from that meeting show he delivered an impassioned plea for the Commonwealth to be seen 
as united against South African racial discrimination. 


He said Canada did not know whether sanctions would work but Canadian did believe sanctions should be 
applied. The Commonwealth record summarizes Mulroney's position on sanctions as follows: 


"The measures they undertook might cost some countries more, some less, depending on their investment 
and economic involvement in South Africa. No one should be asked in those circumstances to assume an 
undue burden. If they were all in partnership then the burden should be shared with relative fairness. 


"Canada's involvement was much less than others around the table and Canadians did not want to avoid their 
share of the load. Canada would pay her way and bear hear share of the burden." 


At the London meeting, Canada, Zimbabwe, the Bahamas, Zambia, Australia and India split dramatically with 
Britain to impose a sanctions package against South Africa. They agreed to sever air links, end new bank 
loans and ban imports of agricultural produce and most minerals from South Africa. 


Attending the Victoria Falls meeting will be Mugabe, Kaunda and Botswana President Quett Masire. 
Afterwards, Mulroney will meet privately with Kaunda in Zambia. 


He will then fly to Senegal, the western-most point of the African continent, to meet with Diouf, President 
Moussa Traore of Mali and Mauritanian President 


Mulroney will spend the last day of his trip busing to the Senegal-Mauritania border to learn first-hand about 
the problems of the advancing Sahara desert. He is to return to Ottawa on Feb. 2. 


Map: Africa - Senegal, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
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BANJUL, July 24, Reuter - World Bank President Barber Conable left Mauritania for Washington today after 
meeting with head of state Maaouya Ould Sid' : 


Nouakchott radio, monitored in the Gambian capital Banjul, quoted Conable as saying he was optimistic 
about the future of Mauritania. 


The World Bank will continue to provide the necessary aid to support Mauritania's efforts to revive its 
economy, he added. 


Conable visited some World Bank-assisted projects on the final leg of his first West African tour since coming 
to office more than a year ago. 


He held talks with top government officials in Nigeria, Ghana and Ivory Coast before arriving in Mauritania on 
Tuesday. 
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Here is a list of the leaders of 40 delegations representing 37 nations attending the francophone summit: 
Wilfried Martens, Prime Minister of Belgium (population 9.9 million). 

Philippe Monfils, president of the French community of Belgium (4.5 million). 

Brig.-Gen. Mathieu Kerekou, President of Benin (4 million). 

Djibrima Barry, Ambassador to France for Burkina Faso (7.9 million). 


Colonel Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, President of Burundi (4.7 million). (Col. Bagaza left the summit yesterday 
after a coup by military leaders in his country.). 


Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of Canada (25.4 million). 

Robert Bourassa, Premier of Quebec (6.5 million). 

Richard Hatfield, Premier of New Brunswick (720,000). 

Jean-Louis Psimhis, Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Central African Republic (2.6 million). 
Ahmed Abdallah Abderemane, President of the Comorros (454,000). 
Antoine Ndinga Oba, Foreign Affairs Minister in the Congo (1.9 million) 
Simeon Ake, Foreign Affairs Minister of the lvory Coast (10.1 million). 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon, President of Djibouti (362,000). 

Eugenia Charles, Prime Minister of Dominica (82,000). 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Foreign Affairs Minister of Egypt (48.5 million) 
Francois Mitterrand, President of France (55.2 million). 

Omar Bongo, President of Gabon (997,000). 

General Lansana Conte, President of Guinea (6.2 million). 

Brig.-Gen. Joao Bernardo Vieira, President of Guinea-Bissau (886,000). 
Luc Hector, national council member in Haiti (5.9 million). 

Kithong Vongsay, Ambassador to the United States from Laos, (3.6 million). 
Amin Gemayel, President of Lebanon (2.6 million). 

Jacques Santer, President of Luxembourg (375,000). 

Admiral Didier Ratsiraka, President of Madagascar (10.2 million). 

General Moussa Traore, President of Mali (7.5 million). 


Abdellati Filali, Minister of State for Morocco (22 million). 


Chitmansing Jesseramsing, High Commissioner to Canada for Mauritius (1 million). 
Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, President of Mauritania (1.8 million). 
Jean Ausseil, Minister of State of Monaco (28,000). 

Hamid Algabid, Prime Minister of Niger (6.4 million). 

Maj.-Gen. Juvenal Habyarimana, President of Rwanda (6 million). 

John Compton, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia (136,000). 

Abdou Diouf, President of Senegal (6.6 million). 

Danielle De Saint Jorre, High Commissioner to Canada for Seychelles (69,000). 
Edouard Brunner, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for Switzerland (6.5 million). 
Djibrine Hissein Grinky, Minister of Culture for Chad (5.2 million). 

General Gnassingbe Eyadema, President of Togo (3 million). 

Hedi Mabrouk, Minister of Foreign Affairs for Tunisia (7.1 million). 

Nguyen Huu Tho, Vice-President of State Council in Vietnam (61.7 million). 

Mobutu Sese Seko, President of Zaire (32 million). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 21, Reuter - Mauritania's President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 
shuffled his government on Monday, dropping three ministers and bringing in four new cabinet members, an 
Official statement said. 


Bah Ould Cheikh was given the key ministry of Fisheries and Maritime Economy, replacing Sidi Ould Cheickh 
Abdellahi. 


Cheikh Ould Ahmed Louly took over the Economy and Finance ministry from Salem Ould Lekhal, who left the 
cabinet. 


Cheikh Mohamed Salem Ould Ahmed Lemine took over from Hamdi Samba Diop as Justice Minister. 


Diop was appointed Trade and Transport Minister, in place of of Ndiaye ElHadji Aoderrahmane, named Civil 
Service, Labour, Youth and Sports Minister. 


The Information portfolio, hitherto under Interior Minister Lieutenant-Colonel Djibril Ould Abdallahi, went to 
Mohamed Haibetna Ould Sidi Haiba. 


The new governor of the Central Bank with rank of cabinet minister is Mohamed Ould Mina, who takes over 
from Dieng Boubou Farba. 
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AMMAN, Oct 11, Reuter - A Jordanian envoy left for Tunis on Sunday to invite Tunisian President Habib 
Bourguiba and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to attend next month's planned Arab summit in Amman. 


The official news agency Petra said Deputy Prime Minister Abdul-Wahab al-Majali would also deliver an 
invitation to Mauritanian President Mohamed i 


Education Minister Dhouqan al-Hindawi left with invitations for the heads of state of Sudan, Somalia, North 
and South Yemen and Djibouti, Petra said. 


Arafat has not been in the Jordanian capital since King Hussein broke off political coordination with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in February 1986 on a joint approach to peace talks with Israel. 


The PLO wants the Palestinian issue to be on the agenda of the summit, originally called to discuss Arab 
action to persuade Iran to accept a ceasefire in its seven-year war with Iraq. 


Jordanian officials say Syria, which has insisted on widening the agenda to cover the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
plans to attend. No public confirmation has come from Damascus. 


Jordan, seeking to ensure full attendance at the emergency summit, restored diplomatic ties with Libya on 
September 23 after a three-and-a-half-year break. 


Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi has kept silent on Jordan's decision and has not said whether he will attend 
the summit. 


But a commentary issued on Sunday by the official Libyan news agency JANA urged Arab states to 
reconsider whether to attend. 


"It has become obvious that the real goal of the summit is not to solve Arab problems ... but to inflict defeat on 
the Arabs," it said. 


Libya renewed ties with Iraq last month and called for an immediate Gulf war ceasefire. Its tilt towards 
Baghdad left Syria as Iran's main Arab supporter. 


Jordan, which fervently backs Iraq, wants to unite Arabs against what it sees as Iranian expansionism. 


Diplomats list Syria, Libya, Algeria, the UAE and Oman among Arab countries they say might resist any move 
at the summit to break relations with or impose economic sanctions on Tehran. 


"The summit will be difficult for King Hussein to pull off successfully," said one diplomat. "He must play the 
polite host while driving hard for his own political aims at the same time." 


Arab diplomats said Syria, Jordan and the PLO were seeking financial aid from Saudi Arabia and other 
oil-rich Arab states. 


Aid pledged to "front-line states" at the 1978 Baghdad Arab summit to help them against Israel expires next 
year, though in practice only Saudi Arabia has fully honoured its commitments. 


A formal renewal of the Baghdad aid would require a regular Arab summit. Chronic Arab differences have 
prevented such a meeting, originally due to have taken place in Riyadh in 1983. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 29, Reuter - Fifty people have been arrested in Mauritania for plotting to overthrow 
President Mohamed SzSAONISla CERES. government officials said on Thursday. 
Those held were mostly army officers from Mauritania's black, non-Arab minority, the officials said. 


They included a former interior minister, Colonel Anne Mamadou Babaly, who denied being party to the plot 
but admitted he had been approached by those involved, the officials said. 


Key officers of the presidential guard were also detained and will be tried by a special court at a date not yet 
decided, they added. 


Interior Minister Djibril Ould Abdallahi said in a radio broadcast on Wednesday night that the plot was 
thwarted on October 22. He described those arrested as adventurers who had planned "a crime against the 
nation as whole". 


Two-thirds of Mauritania's 1.5 million people are Arab. Black fears of Arab domination have been a cause of 
tension since independence from France in 1960. 


President Taya, 44, seized power in December 1984 in a palace coup, pledging a gradual return to civilian 
rule after close to a decade of military governments. 


Document lba0000020011204djat01wlu 


REUTERS 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 29, Reuter - Mauritania has said it foiled a plan to topple the government of President 
Mohamed ‘ last week. 


A statement by Interior Minister Djibril Ould Abdallahi on Wednesday night said all plotters had been arrested. 


The statement, broadcast on state radio, said those being held after the discovery of the plot last Thursday 
included three military officers close to the president. 


It identified them as the president's deputy military adviser, the head of the presidential guard and a senior 
duty officer at the armed forces headquarters. 


Diplomatic sources in neighbouring Senegal said an unspecified number of black army officers were arrested 
last week in Mauritania, which straddles Arab and Black Africa. 


About two thirds of Mauritania's 1.5 million people are Arab. Tension between them and the black minority 
has been running since the country's independence from France in 1960, mainly because of fears of Arab 
domination. 


The minister described the plotters as "adventurous and irresponsible" and labelled their alleged plot as "a 
crime against the nation as a whole." 


Colonel Taya seized power in the desert country in a December 1984 palace coup in which he toppled 
president Mohamed Khouna Haidalla who was abroad at the time. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP) _ Three black lieutenants were executed by firing squad Sunday for their 
involvement in an abortive coup Oct. 22, official sources said. 


The officers were identified as Saidy Ba, Amadou Sarr and Saidou Sy, all members of the black ethnic 
Toucouleur group. They and 40 other defendants were convicted last week for involvement in the coup. The 
others received sentences ranging from life imprisonment to five years. 


The trial, held on a military base, was closed to the public and news media. The executions in this northwest 
African country were the first since Col. Maaouya Ould Sid i took power in a bloodless coup 
Dec. 12, 1984. 


Black Mauritanian exiles condemned the death sentences as added proof of racial inequality here. White, 
Arabic-speaking Moors dominate the government. 
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ROMANIAN LEADER ENDS AFRICA TOUR IN MAURITANIA. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 13, Reuter - Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu arrived on Sunday for an official 
visit to Mauritania, where his country is involved in several development programs. 


Ceausescu, ending a four-nation African tour, was met at the airport by Mauritanian leader Colonel Maaouya 
“Ahmed Taya, who took power in a coup three years ago. 


Ceausescu, who arrived from Guinea after visits to Ghana and Liberia, last visited Mauritania in 1977. 


Romania provides Mauritania with technical training and food assistance and is active in fishing, phosphate 
mining, geological research, road building and port operations. 
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MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT TO VISIT TUNISIA BEFORE PACT ANNIVERSARY. 
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TUNIS, March 14, Reuter - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is to pay a two-day visit 
to Tunisia from Wednesday at the invitation of President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali, the foreign ministry said on 
Monday. 


Colonel Taya's working visit will fall before Saturday's fifth anniversary of a regional non-aggression pact 
signed by Mauritania, Tunisia and Algeria. 


Algeria has been spearheading a diplomatic drive to persuade Libya to join the pact, amid speculation that 
the anniversary might provide impetus for the Algerian effort. 


Mohamed Cherif Messaadia, number two in Algeria's ruling party, arrived in Tunisia on Monday as part of 
continuing recent high-level contacts among North African states. 


Tunisia has been insisting that Morocco, at odds with Algeria over the 12-year-old Western Sahara war, must 
be part of a wider regional alliance if Libya joins. 
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TUNISIA SEES NORTH AFRICAN PACT INCLUDING LIBYA AS PREMATURE. 
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TUNIS, March 16, Reuter - Tunisia views the idea of Libyan membership of a North African non-aggression 
pact as premature because of conditions Tripoli has set, foreign ministry officials said on Wednesday. 


The fifth anniversary of the pact linking Algeria, Tunisia and Mauritania falls on Saturday, but Libyan 
accession is not expected to mark the event, the officials added. 


"Our position is that for Libya to join the treaty is premature," said one senior official, who asked not to be 
named. 


Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi toured North Africa last month, a gesture seen as a counter to U.S. efforts 
to keep him isolated for his alleged support for terrorism. 


Renewed warmth in Qaddafi's relations with neighbouring Tunisia, which restored diplomatic ties in 
December after a two-year break, helped fan press speculation that Libya would formally join the 1983 pact. 


The officials made clear that Tunisia was ready in principle to accept Libya, but that Tripoli's conditions, which 
include abolition of frontiers, would have to be studied. 


"The basis of the treaty is frontiers. The basis of the (Libyan) amendment is the disappearance of frontiers. 
There's a small problem there," said the senior official. 


The Libyan People's Congress (parliament) said last week the treaty should be open to all Arab states and 
should enshrine the principle of union among Arab states. 


Gaddafi, who has attempted a series of unsuccessful unions with Arab states including Tunisia and Morocco, 
pushed his brand of Arab unity during his North African tour. 


Tunisia had planned to mark Saturday's anniversary of the treaty, which was signed in Tunis, with a high-level 
meeting of the existing three treaty states. 


But Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya abruptly postponed his visit, without giving any 


official reason, and relatively low-key celebrations are now expected. 


The officials stressed Tunisia's position that Morocco should not be shut out of wider cooperation among 
North African Maghreb states. 


Algeria, which has spearheaded a drive to include Libya in the non-aggression pact, is at odds with Morocco 
over the 12-year-old Western Sahara war. 
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TUNIS, March 17, Reuter - President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali had talks with Mauritanian Foreign Minister 
Mohamed Ould N'Diayane on Thursday, the official Tunisian news agency TAP said. 


Ben Ali also telephoned Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi to discuss the situation in North Africa and relations 
between their two countries, which were renewed in December after a break of more than two years, it 
added. 


The contacts came before Saturday's fifth anniversary of a non-aggression pact linking Tunisia, Algeria and 
Mauritania, which Algeria has been pressing Libya to join. 


Foreign ministry officials here say this idea is premature because of Libyan conditions, which include doing 
away with national frontiers. 


TAP said Ould N'Diayane gave a message to Ben Ali from President Maaouya Ould Sid'ahmed Taya, who 


abruptly postponed a visit here this week. No official reason was given. 
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TUNIS, March 19, Reuter - The fifth anniversary of a North African pact seen by its three signatories as a 
step towards a wider regional power bloc slipped by on Saturday without the hoped-for membership by Libya. 


Algeria, which signed the non-aggression treaty with Tunisia and Mauritania in 1983, had campaigned 
strenuously in the past few months to woo Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi into joining the treaty. 


After widespread press speculation about a four-nation North African summit marking the pact, the 
anniversary was contrastingly low key. 


Even plans for a meeting involving existing member states fell through. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who was to have joined Tunisian President Zine 


al-Abidine Ben Ali and the number two in Algeria's ruling party, Mohamed Cherif Messaadia, abruptly put off a 
visit to Tunis this week. No reason was given. 


Gaddafi's insistence on doing away with national frontiers as a last-minute public condition for joining the 
treaty provided one major obstacle to widening the pact. 


Tunisian government officials made clear this and other Libyan conditions would have to be studied in depth 
as the pact is based on respect for national borders and sovereignty. 


Tunisian concern that Morocco would be a major North African partner left out in the cold if Libya joined was 
another stumbling block. 


Tunisia's stand prompted speculation that it was trying to mediate between Algeria and Morocco over the 
12-year-old Western Sahara war, in which Algiers-backed Polisario guerrillas are fighting for the 
independence of the territory from Rabat. 


But a senior Foreign Ministry official in Tunis cautioned: "We do not think we are acting as mediators ... there 
is no technical mediation." 


He told Reuters that Tunis was simply making constant efforts to reconcile the two neighbours and stressed 
that United Nations efforts were continuing to try to reach a settlement on the future of the Western Sahara. 


Algeria acknowledged that the Western Sahara conflict was an obstacle to widening the 1983 treaty in a 
commentary published this week by the official APS news agency. 


But it raised a new issue, alleging that "the existence of foreign military bases on Moroccan territory" also 
presented a problem. Morocco denies there are any bases. 


The pact is also seen as a basis for greater economic cooperation, in the form of a common market, among 
members. 


The treaty, signed on March 19, 1983 in Tunis, came after Tunisia accused Gaddafi of training Tunisian rebel 
commandos who came via Algeria to stage a bloody raid on the southern Tunisian mining town of Gafsa in 
1980. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 21, Reuter - President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has created a 


new portfolio in charge of Mauritania's public sector in a minor governement reshuffle announced on Monday. 


Ethmane Sid'Ahmed Yessa has been appointed minister in charge of state-controlled enterprises while two 
ministers leave the cabinet formed on September 24 1987. 


Civil Service, Labour, Youth and Sports Minister Captain N'Diaye is replaced by Lieutenant-Colonel Brahim 
Ould, hitherto Supplies Minister, while Mohamed Ould Heimer is named Rural Development Minister, 
replacing Messmoud Ould Belkair. 


Lt-Colonel Dieng Oumar Harouna, a former commander of the Atar military academy, takes over as Supplies 
Minister. 
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ALGIERS, April 24, Reuter - Algerian Foreign Minister Anmed Taleb Ibrahimi and his Mauritanian counterpart 
Mohamed Lemine Ould N'Diayane discussed on Sunday the Palestinian uprising in the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories which began last December. 


The national press agency APS said the talks also covered a special Arab summit called by Algeria to provide 
support for the uprising in which at least 165 Palestinians have died. 


The summit is scheduled to take place in the first week of June in Algiers. 


The two ministers also discussed regional issues, including the Western Sahara conflict between Morocco 
and Algerian-backed Polisario guerrillas. 


The Mauritanian Minister arrived earlier in the day carrying a message from Mauritanian President Mohamed 
to Algerian President Chadli Benjedid, APS said. 
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TUNIS, June 2, Reuter - All members of the Arab League will attend a special summit in Algiers on Tuesday, 
Secretary- General Chedli Klibi said on Thursday. 


He said he was hoping for a full turn-out of heads of state. 


The Arab leaders' meeting has been called to rally support for the Palestinian uprising in Israeli-occupied 
territories. 


In a statement issued through League officials after talks with Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali, Klibi 
said the summit would take place "with the participation of all members of the Arab League, hopefully 
represented at the highest level, which will confer on this extraordinary summit an extreme importance." 


All 21 Arab League members sent representatives to the last Arab summit in Jordan in November, although 
not every head of state attended. 


Five states boycotted a 1985 summit in Morocco. Egypt remains suspended from the organisation after its 
1979 peace treaty with Israel. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrived in Tunis on Thursday on a two-day official 


visit for talks with Ben Ali before the summit. 
Taya was due to visit Tunisia in March, but he abruptly postponed the trip. No official reason was given. 


Document Iba0000020011203dk6201tjx 


REUTERS 





MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT VISITS MOROCCO AFTER TUNISIA. 


140 words 

4 June 1988 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1988 Reuters Limited 


RABAT, June 4, Reuter - Mauritanian President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya conferred with King Hassan 


of Morocco on Saturday during a brief stopover at Rabat airport on his way home from a visit to Tunisia. 


The official news agency MAP gave no indication of what they discussed and no hint whether Taya would 
attend an Arab League summit due to open on Tuesday in Algiers. 


Attendance at the summit was not mentioned in reports of Taya's visit to Tunisia nor in a message he sent to 
Algerian President Chadli Benjedid while flying over Algeria on his way from Tunisia to Morocco. 


Chadli conferred in Algiers on Saturday with the chief of the Libyan diplomatic mission and later received the 
Algerian ambassador to Tripoli, the Algerian news agency APS reported without giving any details. 
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TUNIS, June 5, Reuter - Tunisia and Mauritania announced on Sunday that they have decided to introduce 
identity cards for their nationals which will ease the flow of people and goods between the two countries. 


A joint statement published in Tunis said the decision could be a step towards creating a Maghreb region 
without frontiers in North Africa. The Maghreb is formed by Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. 


The statement was released after a two-day official visit to Tunisia by Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould ~ 
4 , who returned home on Saturday. 


Morocco and Algeria reopened their border on Sunday after a 12-year closure and abolished visas for each 
other's nationals -- a development welcomed by Taya and Tunisian President Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali. 


At a meeting on May 23 on the Tunisian island of Jerba, Ben Ali and Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi also 
called in a joint statement for "the edification of an Arab Maghreb without frontiers". 


Diplomats told Reuters that North African leaders hoped for the eventual free circulation of merchandise and 
people between the five Maghreb states within the framework of a North African common market. 


They said the Maghreb leaders could hold their first summit this week in Algiers when the Arab League holds 
an emergency meeting to discuss support for the Palestinian uprising in Israeli-occupied territories. 


In a statement to a local radio station, Tunisian Prime Minister Hedi Baccouche said: 


"We hope to see Maghreb leaders meet in the margins of the Arab summit in Algiers to evaluate the 
considerable steps already taken regarding relations between the Maghreb states, and to take new initiatives 
for the benefit of Maghreb countries and Arabs in general." 
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ALGIERS, June 7, Reuter - All 21 members of the Arab League were attending an emergency summit 
opening on Tuesday, with only three countries sending representatives at a lower level than head of state. 


The 22nd member, Egypt, was suspended from the organisation in 1979 when it signed a peace treaty with 
Israel. 


Following is a list of heads of state or equivalent who have arived for the summit: 
Algeria: President Chadli Benjedid 

Palestine Liberation Organisation: Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Djibouti: President Hassan Gouled 

Mauritania: President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Sudan: Chairman of the Supreme Council, Anmed Ali al Mirghani 
Jordan: King Hussein 

United Arab Emirates: Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan al-Nahayan 

South Yemen: President Haider Abubaker al-Attas 

Saudi Arabia: King Fahd 

Tunisia: President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

Morocco: King Hassan 

Bahrain: Emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa 
Kuwait: Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah 
Lebanon: President Amin Gemayel 

Syria: President Hafez al-Assad 

Qatar: Rule of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad al-Thani 

North Yemen: President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

Libya: Colonel Muammar Gaddafi. 

Countries attending at lower level than head of state: 

Oman: Said Thuwani bin Shihab, personal representative of Sultan Qaboos. 


Iraq: Taha Yassin Ramadan, Member of Revolutionary Command Council (representing President Saddam 
Hussein). 


Somalia: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Mohamed Ali Hamud (representing President Mohamed Siad 
Barre). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 11, Reuter - Mauritania is seeking to ease racial tension after the murders of an Arab 
soldier and a black driver in separate incidents two weeks ago. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya said in a speech marking the tenth anniversary of military rule on 


Sunday that the government would deal firmly with those who spread alarmist rumours and sowed "hatred 
and confusion among the people." 


He said hard times in this arid, Sahel country put a strain on its people, but he appealed for everyone to work 
together in a spirit of "order, unity and respect for the state." 


The president's comments appeared aimed at dampening what diplomats said was tension between the 
country's black minority and Arab majority created by the two murders. 


In the first incident an Arab officer of the National Guard was murdered at his barracks in what officials said 
was a grudge slaying. 


Shortly afterwards a Senegalese driver was killed in circumstances that have still not been disclosed. 
Some Western embassies issued alerts to staff, and police established extra checkpoints around the city. 


Relations between blacks and Arabs in this country of 1.5 million people were strained last year when the 
government executed three black army officers accused of plotting against Taya. 


The country's blacks fear domination by the Arabs and have been alarmed by such measures as mandatory 
instruction in Arabic in schools. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 28, Reuter - West Germany said on Thursday it was converting into grants loans to 
Mauritania worth about six million dollars. 


Bonn's ambassador to Mauritania, Helmut van Edig, announced the decision in a meeting with the 
Mauritanian president, Colonel Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid : 


The West German embassy said the conversion was intended to help with structural readjustment. 
Mauritania is one of the world's poorest nations. 
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Reuter DAKAR 


Two political prisoners have died in Mauritania in the past fortnight, a Government official in the capital of 
Nouakchott said yesterday. 


The official, who asked not to be named, said by telephone that former warrant-officer Ba Alassane died in 
the second half of August from a stroke in a remote detention camp at Walata in the desert near Mali. 


Mr. Alassane was serving a life sentence for his part in a plot last year against the Government of President 
‘ARIGaTEVA. The source also said that Tene Youssouph Gueye, an imprisoned writer, 
died last Friday in a hospital at Nema, 80 kilometres south of Walata. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 23, Reuter - Mauritania's new government line-up after Saturday's shuffle is as follows: 


President, Head of Military Committee of National Salavation, Prime Minister and Defence Minister.......... Col 
Mohamed 
Ministers: Economy and Finance................. Mohamed OULD NANI 


Foreign Affairs and Cooperation....... Lt Col Mohamed Sidina 


OULD SIDYA 


Fisheries and Maritime Economy........ Bah OULD CHEICKH 


Industry and Mines................ Ahmed Ould Khalifa OULD 
JIDDOU 

SUPPIlOS. vic. sccccccetiseeseeensieces Lt-Col Dieng oumar 
HAROUNA 

Culture and Islamic Affairs........... Mohamed Salem OULD 
ADDOUD 

JUSTICE... cece cece eee ee eee Cheickh Mohamed 





Salem Ould Ahmed LEMINE 

















Trade and Transport... Hamdi Samba DIOP 
Rural Development... Mohamed OULD HEIMER 


Interior and Telecommunicationse....... Lt-Col Djibril OULD 


ABDALLAHI 


Information... eres Mohamed Haibetna ould 


Sidi HAIBA 
Energy and Water........... eee Soumare OUMAR 
Health and Social Affairs............. Maj N'diaye KANE 


Education and Training................ Hasni OULD DIDI 


Civil Service, Labour, Youth and Spott.............:005 Lt-Col Brahim OULD ALIOUNE 





N' DIAYE 
In charge of state-controlled Enterprises... eee Ethmane Sid'Ahmed YESSA 
Women, Artisans and Tourism.......... Mrs Abderahmane Khadjitou 


MINT AHMED 








Presidential Adviser................. Mohamed mahmoud OULD 
WEDDADI 
Central Bank Governot................ Ahmed OULD ZEIN 


Mauritania's Military Committee of National Salvation said later on Sunday that Lemine had been named 
permanent secretary of the Military Committee of National Salvation. 


The committee is formed by a group of about two dozen senior army officers who control decision-making in 
this northwest African country. 
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DOLL. Dec 10, Reuter - The president of Mauritania, Colonel Mohamed MaaouyaOuld si 
, has named economist Mustapha Ould Abeidarrahmane as information minister, an official 

statement said on Saturday. 


He replaced Mohamed Haibetna Ould Sidi Haiba, who was appointed presidential adviser. 


Abeidarrahmane, 45, had been sentenced in his absence to 20 years in jail for his role in a 1981 coup 
attempt against President Mohamed Khouna Haidalla, but was given an amnesty three years later when Taya 
seized power. 
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DAKAR, April 25, Reuter - Troops on Tuesday patrolled the capitals of Senegal and Mauritania after 
communal riots sparked off by a minor border incident. 


Reports from both African desert countries said hundreds of shops were looted and many people beaten up 
by angry crowds armed with iron bars and clubs. 


No official death toll was available but unconfirmed reports said at least four people, including three in the 
Mauritanian capital, Nouakchott, died in the violence. 


Mauritania's military ruler President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya imposed a night curfew in 


Nouakchott and in the northern city of Nouadhibou. Soldiers were ordered to shoot curfew breakers. 


In the Senegalese capital, Dakar, troops took up position at strategic points in the troubled areas. Shops in 
many districts, including the fashionable city centre, remained closed after several shops and homes were 
attacked during the night. Some were burnt down. 


About 2,000 Mauritanians, including many women and children, left the compound of their embassy where 
they spent a chilly night to escape attacks. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 25, Reuter - Mauritanian President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on 
Tuesday ordered a night curfew in the desert country's two main cities following widespread violence against 
Senegalese residents. 


Officials said the 10-hour curfew would be enforced in the capital Nouakchott and the coastal town of 
Nouadhibou. 


Witnesses in Nouakchott said protesters armed with iron bars and clubs ransacked makeshift stalls in the 
city's markets and beat up their Senegalese owners. 


The violence erupted on Monday in a backlash against weekend incidents in neighbouring Senegal, where 
there was widespread looting of shops owned by immigrant Mauritanians. 


Attacks on Mauritanian properties in the Senegalese capital Dakar continued on Tuesday for the fourth 
consecutive day but on a much smaller scale. 


Mauritanian traders and their families, apparently fearing for their lives, were escorted during the night by 
security forces to a mosque near the city's centre, where about 10,000 Mauritanians have taken refuge. 


The incidents in Dakar and Nouakchott were prompted by the shooting on April 9 of two Senegalese farmers 
by Mauritanian border guards after a dispute over grazing land. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 25, Reuter - Mauritanian President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on 
Tuesday ordered a night curfew in the desert country's two main cities following widespread violence against 
Senegalese residents. 


Officials said the 10-hour curfew would be enforced in the capital Nouakchott and the coastal town of 
Nouadhibou. 


Communal violence erupted on Monday in the capital Nouakchott in a backlash against weekend incidents in 
neighbouring Senegal, where there was widespread looting of shops owned by immigrant Mauritanians. 


Witnesses said protesters armed with iron bars and clubs ransacked makeshift stalls in the city's markets and 
beat up their Senegalese owners. 


On Monday afternoon security forces sealed off Nouakchott's sprawling main market to try to stop the rioting. 


Attacks on Mauritanian properties continued on Tuesday for the fourth consecutive day in Dakar but ona 
much smaller scale. 


Soldiers were deployed during the night in troubled areas for the first time since the riots began on Saturday. 


Mauritanian traders and their families, apparently fearing for their lives, were escorted during the night by 
security forces to a mosque near the city's centre. 


Reporters were banned by soldiers from entering the mosque's sprawling compound where an estimated 
10,000 Mauritanians have taken refuge. 


Mauritanian diplomats said a government-chartered plane was expected to leave Dakar later on Tuesday to 
repatriate a first group of refugees, mostly women and children. 


The incidents in Dakar and Nouakchott were prompted by the shooting on April 9 of two Senegalese farmers 
by Mauritanian border guards after a dispute over grazing land. 
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RABAT, April 26, Reuter - King Hassan of Morocco will send a Mahgreb reconciliation mission to Mauritania 
and Senegal where nationals of the two countries have clashed following a minor border dispute, the 
Information Ministry said on Wednesday. 


The king decided on Tuesday night as current chairman of the Arab Mahgreb Union (AMU) to send an AMU 
delegation after being briefed by the ambassadors of Senegal and Mauritania on the violence. 


At least 22 persons were reported killed and 700 injured in two days of widespread attacks against 
Senegalese residents in Mauritania after similar violence in Senegal where Mauritanian traders were 
attacked. 


The mission will confer with Presidents Abdou Diouf of Senegal and Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed _ 
Taya of Mauritania who welcomed the move "with confidence and optimism", the official Moroccan news 


agency MAP said. 
The Arab Maghreb Union formed last February links Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania. 


The peace mission will be led by Moulay Driss Alaoui M'Daghri, secretary of state for foreign affairs in charge 
of AMU affairs, and include the ambassadors to Morocco from Tunisia, Algeria and Libya. 


At Ramadan prayers in the royal mosque on Tuesday night, featuring a sermon by Senegalese religious 
leader Ibrahim Mahmoud Job, the king appealed for calm in Mauritania and Senegal. 
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DAKAR, May 8, Reuter - Mauritania has blamed Senegal for a flare-up of ethnic rioting which killed several 
hundred people and demanded compensation for Mauritanian property seized or destroyed in Senegal. 


"The government and the people of Mauritania did not bear the slightest responsibility in the tragic events. On 
the contrary, we have always acted with the aim of avoiding clashes and loss of innocent lives," President 
Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya said in a speech on Sunday . 


Taya's remarks, carried on Nouakchott radio monitored in the Senegalese capital Dakar, were Mauritania's 
first official comments since communal riots rocked Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal at the end of last 
month. 


Hundreds died and thousands were made homeless in the week-long violence in the two West African 
countries, according to hospital sources and eyewitness accounts. 


The riots, sparked by a minor border incident over grazing rights on April 9, began with the looting in Senegal 
of Mauritanian shops two weeks later and spread quickly to both countries. 


Taya said the unrest stemmed from the harassment last year of Mauritanian herders in Senegal and the 
subsequent brief closure of the border in January 1989 by the Dakar government. 


The president accused Senegalese media of inflaming anti-Mauritanian feelings among the eight million 
Senegalese. 


Taya said Senegal should return the money seized from departing Mauritanians and offer compensation for 
property abandoned or destroyed during the flare-up. 


He also warned that anyone in Mauritania attempting to breach the law and public order "would be regarded 
as a traitor and dealt with accordingly". 


The strife ended last week when both governments called in the army and clamped a night curfew on Dakar 
and Nouakchott. An international airlift last week flew up to 70,000 people to safety from both countries. 


The violence brought to the surface decades of simmering racial and economic rivalries between the 
Arabic-speaking Moors, who make up most of Mauritania's two million people, and black Africans. 
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DAKAR, May 9, Reuter - Senegal and Mauritania, at odds since last month's bloody ethnic riots, intensified 
their war of words and France stepped in to cool tension between two of the world's poorest nations. 


Senegal, incensed by Mauritania's charge that it was to blame for the riots which killed hundreds of people, 
accused its neighbour on Monday of virtually declaring war. 


sa a as an ordinary citizen, | would describe (Mauritanian) President Mohamed Maaouya Ould sy 


's accusations as in effect a declaration of war," a close aide to Senegal's President Abdou 
Diouf said on Dakar state radio. 


The Senegalese leader has made no direct comment. 


In a speech on Sunday night, Taya denied eyewitness reports of widespread killings in Mauritania. He 
accused Senegalese security forces of turning a blind eye when Mauritanians and their property were 
attacked. 


The flare-up was caused by a border incident on April 9 over grazing rights in which two Senegalese farmers 
were killed. 


French Socialist President Francois Mitterrand, anxious to soothe passions in the region ahead of a 
French-speaking conference due in a fortnight in Senegal, sent his son and chief adviser for African affairs to 
both capitals. 


"France is very saddened by the sufferings endured in these two nations. We are anxious to see peace return 
in your hearts and in your lives," he told reporters after talks with Diouf. 


French diplomats in Dakar said France's move was carefully timed to maintain a delicate balance between its 
two West African allies and former colonies. 


Senegal's private and state media unanimously condemned Taya's speech. Opposition leaders were given 
generous access to radio and television to air their views in a rare display of national unity. 


The official news agency APS accused Mauritanian security forces of collusion with rioters which it said led to 
"a premeditated slaughter of Senegalese". 


"One should no longer accuse (South African President) P.W. Botha of racism since we have a fine example 
on our doorstep given by the Moors," a radio commentator said referring to decades of simmering tension 
between light-skinned Mauritanians and black Senegalese. 


West African analysts and diplomats said Senegalese media attacks on Taya could rekindle anti-Mauritanian 
feelings and lead to more violence. 


Information Minister Robert Sagna urged Senegal's eight million people to stay calm. "We have no need for 
revenge or hatred but only for peace," he said on Monday. 


Senegalese military sources said up to 31,000 Mauritanians have been flown home in a week-long 
international airlift. About 45,000 people, most of them Senegalese, were repatriated by plane from 
Mauritania. 


Thousands of others were believed to have crossed the border by road across the river Senegal. The size of 
the Mauritanian community in Senegal before the turmoil was estimated at 300,000, most of them bush 
traders. 
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DAKAR, May 8, Reuter - A close adviser to Senegal's President Abdou Diouf on Monday accused Mauritania 
of making a virtual declaration of war by blaming Senegal for ethnic riots in which hundreds of people died. 


Farah Ndiaye, personal adviser to Diouf, told Dakar radio: "Speaking as an ordinary citizen, | would describe 
(Mauritanian) President Mohamed ‘Ahmed Taya's accusations as irresponsible and in 
effect a declaration of war." 


Taya said in a speech on Sunday that Mauritania could not be held responsible for last month's riots. He 
demanded compensation for Mauritanian property seized or destroyed in Senegal. 


The speech, broadcast on Nouakchott radio, was Mauritania's first official comment on the riots. 


The official Senegalese news agency APS attacked what it called the Mauritanian leader's "flimsy 
denunciation, unwarranted assertions and unsubstantiated argumentation". 


Hundreds died and thousands were made homeless in the week-long violence in both countiries, according to 
hospital sources and eyewitnesses. 


The riots, sparked by a minor border incident over grazing rights on April 9, began with looting of Mauritanian 
shops in Senegal two weeks later and spread quickly to both countries. 


The strife ended last week when Mauritania and Senegal called in the army and clamped a curfew on the 
capitals Dakar and Nouakchott. 


African and Arab envoys have been shuttling between the two countries to mediate in the dispute, which 
brought to the surface decades of tension between the Arabic-speaking Moors, who make up two-thirds of 
Mauritania's population, and black Africans. 


France, which sent five aircraft to repatriate up to 75,000 refugees, dispatched emissaries to Nouakchott and 
Dakar in the past 24 hours. 


Jean-Christophe Mitterrand, chief adviser for African affairs to his father French President Francois 
Mitterrand, was expected to meet Diouf later on Monday. He previously held talks with Taya in Nouakchott. 
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DAKAR, May 8, Reuter - A close adviser to Senegal's President Abdou Diouf on Monday accused Mauritania 
of making a virtual declaration of war by blaming Senegal for ethnic riots in which hundreds of people died. 


Farah Ndiaye, personal adviser to Diouf, told Dakar state radio: "Speaking as an ordinary citizen, | would 
describe (Mauritanian) President Mohamed ‘Ahmed Taya's accusations as irresponsible 
and in effect a declaration of war." 


Taya said in a speech on Sunday that Mauritania could in no way be held responsible for last month's riots. 
He demanded compensation for Mauritanian property seized or destroyed in Senegal. 


Taya's speech, broadcast on Nouakchott radio, was Mauritania's first official comment on the riots. 
Diouf's aide expressed concern about the safety of Senegalese in Mauritania. 


The official Senegalese news agency APS attacked what it called the Mauritanian leader's "flimsy 
denunciation, unwarranted assertions and unsubstantiated argumentation". 


Hundreds were killed and thousands were made homeless in the week-long violence in both countiries, 
according to hospital sources and witnesses. 


The riots, sparked by a minor border incident over grazing rights on April 9, began with looting of Mauritanian 
shops in Senegal two weeks later and spread quickly in both countries. 


The strife ended last week when Mauritania and Senegal called in the army and clamped a curfew on the 
capitals Dakar and Nouakchott. 


African and Arab envoys have been shuttling between the two countries to mediate in the dispute, which 
brought to the surface decades of tension between the Arabic-speaking Moors, who make up two-thirds of 
Mauritania's population, and black Africans. 


France, which sent five aircraft to repatriate up to 75,000 refugees, dispatched emissaries to Nouakchott and 
Dakar in the past 24 hours. 


Jean-Christophe Mitterrand, chief adviser for African affairs to his father French President Francois 
Mitterrand, was expected to meet Diouf later on Monday. He previously held talks with Taya in Nouakchott. 
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Mauritania's head of Government, Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, yesterday blamed Senegal for 
the clashes between Senegalese and Mauritanians which left 200 dead. He demanded the return of money 


taken by the Senegalese army away from fleeing Mauritanians, and redress for attacks against Mauritanian 
Embassy property. 
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Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's head of Government, in a hard-hitting speech last 
night, laid the blame for the violent clashes between Senegalese and Mauritanians, in which more than 200 
people have been killed, firmly at the door of Senegal. 


At times he seemed near to declaring hostilities against his southern neighbour. He denied that there had 
been “mutilations” of Senegalese in Mauritania, demanded redress for the attacks on Mauritanian Embassy 
property in Senegal, and the return of money and valuables taken by the Senegalese Army from Mauritanians 
fleeing Senegal. 


He blamed the Senegalese press for whipping up Senegalese public opinion against Mauritania. The speech 
was every bit as tough as that made by President Abdou Diouf of Senegal last week in which he sent a 
“vigorous protest" to Mauritania over the killing of Senegalese there. Neither leader appears willing to preach 
calm and reconciliation, or to denounce the violence. 


President Mitterrand of France yesterday sent his son, M Jean-Christophe Mitterrand, to the Mauritanian 
capital, Nouakchott, as a special envoy, and M Gilles Valet to the Senegalese capital, Dakar, in an effort to 
defuse the situation between the two former French colonies. 


About 100,000 people so far have been repatriated in an international two-way airlift taking terrified 
Senegalese in Mauritania and Mauritanians in Senegal back to their nominal homelands. It is estimated that 
about the same number have managed to flee across the Senegal river, which forms the border. 


As uncertainty, confusion and tension continued, the Mauritanians, for a time at the weekend, stopped their 
side of the airlift, also preventing people from crossing the river. 


Officially, there are about 300,000 Mauritanians living here, but it is impossible to say how many are 
Arab-speaking Moorish Mauritanians against whom the violence is directed and how many are black 
Mauritanians. There are thousands of Senegalese in Mauritania, mainly working in menial jobs. 


Although some flights were allowed to leave for Dakar yesterday, the Mauritanians are thought to have 
slowed down the exit of the several thousand Senegalese still on their side of the border as a guarantee that 
all Mauritanians who want to will be allowed to leave Senegal. 


Mauritanians who could get there have fled to the Trade Fair Centre on the outskirts of Dakar, where they are 
under Senegalese Army protection while waiting to be flown out. 


In fact only black Mauritanians are now in the centre, and they do not want to return to Mauritania. It is 
thought, too, that many Mauritanians are still in hiding in Senegal, too frightened to come out. Senegalese 
friends who may be helping them are also risking their lives and property. 


It is two weeks since the unprecedented wave of hatred and violence began in both countries. What started 
as a dispute between Mauritanian herdsmen and Senegalese farmers over land along the border deteriorated 
into a frenzy of killings, maimings and lootings. 


A veneer of calm reigns in Dakar, with no obvious sign now of a military presence on the streets, and the 
curfew, from 10pm to 5am, is not always strictly enforced. 


Senegalese youths were still, until a few days ago, carrying out night-time punitive looting raids on 
Mauritanian shops and homes, although by yesterday they appeared to have run out of Mauritanian property 
to ransack. 


In Nouakchott, the military Government has clamped down hard. Tension remains high, with the Army 
patrolling in full combat gear. The curfew there is from 8pm to 6am. 


With a serious lack of transport because the many Senegalese taxi drivers have fled, people can be seen 
running for their homes in the early evening afraid of being shot on sight if they are found on the streets after 
8pm. 


It is not only the Senegalese who are now fleeing Mauritania. Black Africans of all nationalities resident there 
are becoming frightened for their lives and many of them are leaving. 


A huge southwards exodus of frightened Senegalese, Malians, Gambians, Guineans and other Africans living 
in Mauritania is under way. They are fearful that with the holy month of Ramadan ending tonight, a fresh 
wave of Mauritanian violence against them is about to begin. 


(c) Times Newspapers Ltd, 1989 
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DAKAR, May 13, Reuter - Senegal and Mauritania have agreed to hold direct talks after ethnic riots in which 
hundreds died. 


The talks are to be held under the auspices of the West African state of Mali, whose leader Moussa Traore 
revealed the plan in the Senegalese capital Dakar on Friday night. 


"The dispute between these two sister nations should be discussed and solved between us. One should not 
wash dirty linen outside the family," Traore told a news conference after a day-long shuttle between 
Mauritania and Senegal. 


Interior ministers from Senegal and Mauritania will meet on Wednesday in the Malian capital Bamako with 
their Malian counterpart to try to defuse tension after the ethnic violence last month. 


Senegal and Mauritania have also agreed to implement without delay a series of measures to calm the 
situation, Traore said without elaborating. 


The riots, sparked by a minor border incident on April 9, brought to the surface decades of simmering racial 
and economic rivalries between black Senegalese and mostly light-skinned, Arabic-speaking Moors, who are 
dominant in Mauritania. Thousands of people have been displaced in the conflict. 


General Traore, whose landlocked country borders both Senegal and Mauritania, is the acting chairman of 
the 49-member Organisation of African Unity (OAV). 


Traore praised what he called the statemanship of Senegalese President Abdou Diouf and Mauritania's 
leader, Colonel Mohamed ARGH, 


"The latest incident should be regarded as a mere hitch. The future of the (West African) region is safe," he 
said. 


Asked whether he would agree to Senegal's request for an OAU inquiry, Traore said the dispute should not 
be taken before any international forum. "This is a family affair which should treated as such," he said. 


Previous mediation attempts by French and West African envoys had failed to defuse the row. Each 
government has blamed the other for the rioting and traded mutual accusations of expelling their own citizens 
because of their ethnic origins. 
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DAKAR, May 12, Reuter - The head of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) shuttled on Friday between 
Mauritania and Senegal to mediate a dispute behind ethnic riots that killed hundreds of people last month. 


General Moussa Traore of Mali flew into the Senegalese capital Dakar early in the afternoon after brief talks 
in Mauritania with President Mohamed CGOURS aS. 


"We agreed that such a situation should never happen again," Traore told reporters after a one-hour meeting 
in Nouakchott with Colonel Taya. 


Diplomats in West Africa speculated that Traore would try to arrange an early meeting between the leaders of 
the two states on neutral ground. 


In Dakar, Traore was expected to hold talks with Senegalese President Abdou Diouf focusing on Senegal's 
request for an OAU commission of inquiry into the dispute. 


Senegal was also expected to ask Traore's help with the early repatriation of some 71 Senegalese seriously 
wounded in the riots whom Senegal says are still held in Mauritania. 


The riots spread as decades of simmering racial tension surfaced between black Senegalese and mostly 
light-skinned, Arabic-speaking Moors, dominant in Mauritania. 


Previous mediation attempts by French and West African envoys have failed to defuse the tension. Each 
government has accused the other of expelling its own nationals since the rioting began. Mauritania has 
demanded compensation for Mauritanian property seized in Senegal. 


The two governments have blamed each other for the rioting, sparked by a minor border incident on April 9. 


Document Iba0000020011129dI5c03js1 


REUTERS 





OAU CHIEF SHUTTLES BETWEEN MAURITANIA, SENEGAL IN MEDIATION BID. 


210 words 

12 May 1989 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1989 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, May 12, Reuter - The head of the Organisation of African Unity arrived on Friday to try to 
mediate in a dispute between Mauritania and Senegal that has caused bloody riots. 


President Moussa Traore of Mali was due to hold talks with Mauritanian leader Colonel Mohamed Maaouya > 
before leaving early in the afternoon for the Senegalese capital Dakar. 


Senegal and Mauritania have been at loggerheads since hundreds of people were killed in ethnic rioting in 
both countries last month. 


The riots spread as decades of simmering racial tension surfaced between black Senegalese and mostly 
light-skinned, Arabic-speaking Moors, who hold a dominant position in Mauritania. 


Previous mediation attempts by French envoys and West African emissaries have failed to defuse the tension 
between Dakar and Nouakchott. 


Each government has accused the other of expelling its own nationals on an ethnic basis since the rioting 
began. 


Officials in Dakar said Senegal's President Abdou Diouf would ask Traore to set up an OAU commission of 
inquiry into the dispute. Mauritania has demanded compensation for Mauritanian property seized in Senegal. 


The two governments have blamed each other for the rioting, sparked by a minor border incident on April 9. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 24, Reuter - Last month's bloody ethnic riots have cemented Senegal's politicians 
around the government of President Abdou Diouf after a year of turmoil fuelled by the country's turbulent 
opposition parties. 


But in Mauritania the tension with Senegal has widened divisions between Arabic-speaking Moors, who form 
two-thirds of the two-million population, and black Africans who deeply resent their political and economic 
domination. 


"It only needs one serious incident to set ablaze the south bordering Senegal and upset Mauritania's fragile 
ethnic balance," a Western diplomat said in the capital Nouakchott. 


"The valley of the river Senegal is a time bomb which could explode at any time," another diplomat said. 


The fertile area formed the natural boundary between Arab and black Africa long before the former French 
colonial rulers set the border between Mauritania and Senegal in 1960. 


Nomadic Moors, mostly light-skinned, have traditionally looked down on black peasants who cultivate both 
banks of the river Senegal. 


The riots which killed hundreds of people in Senegal and Mauritania were sparked by a minor border incident 
over! grazing rights. Subsequent lootings and killings led to a massive exodus across the border on an ethnic 
basis. 


Tens of thousands of Haratines, or black Moors officially emancipated from slavery in 1980, fled Senegal to 
settle along uhe river, aggravating tension with Negro-African residents. The Haratines joined white Moors, or 
Beydanes, whose cattle herd have been decimated by decades of drought. 


Last month's violence in Nouakchott and the economic capital Nouadhibou was initially directed against 
Senegalese migrants held responsible for the death of Mauritanian traders in Senegal. But it quickly 
unleashed ill-feelings against French- speaking, black Mauritanians, deemed sympathetic to black 
Senegalese. 


According to diplomats the white Moor-dominated government is carrying out a large-scale exercise designed 
to intimidate blacks. They said police were arresting scores of black government workers, including some in 
the army and state-run media. 


The purge is mainly directed at Mauritanians born in Senegal. Four workers from the president's staff, 
including his cook and driver, were recently put on a plane to Senegal. 


The move has created a climate of deep anxiety among the black community, especially the Hal Pulaar 
people from the Senegal river. Parents have been advised not to let children walk home on their own after 
reports of missing black children circulated in the capital. 


"Nouakchott is virtually a whites-only city," said a long- time resident. All Senegalese and most West Africans 
have gone, while black Mauritanians are seeking refuge in their home villages along the river. Those left in 
town are keeping a how profile while remaining in close contact with each other. 


Travellers from the region reported big concentrations of Hal Pulaar herders who have deserted their villages 
to gather closer to the river for safety. "They would cross into Senegal overnight if only the government 
allowed them to take their cattle," a diplomat said. 


Diplomatic sources say troops have been deployed along the river to prevent them from crossing into 
Senegal with their cattle. 


Black extremists believe the deportations are part of a deliberate scheme aimed at suppressing African 
influence and making Mauritania an all-Arab country. Their fears are partly based on Mauritania's decision 
last year to join a union of five North African Arab nations. 


Diplomats say the government of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a middle-of-the road army 


colonel who seized power in 1984, is divided between supporters of a multi-racial Mauritania and Arab 
nationalists who dream of a "white Mauritania". 


The main force behind the nationalists is the pro-lraqi Baath movement. Some of its leaders were jailed last 
year but the underground party is said to command a large Moor followifg. Many suspect Baath members of 
having instigated last month's anti-Senegalese violence. 


"The issue of the current crisis with Senegal will be crucial for the future of the regime. Much will depend 
towards which side Taya tips the scales in the coming weeks," a diplomat commented. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 24, Reuter - Last month's bloody ethnic riots have cemented Senegal's politicians 


around the government of President Abdou Diouf after a year of turmoil fuelled by the country's turbulent 
opposition parties. 


But in Mauritania the tension with Senegal has widened divisions between Arabic-speaking Moors, who form 
two-thirds of the two-million population, and black Africans who deeply resent their political and economic 
domination. 


"It only needs one serious incident to set ablaze the south bordering Senegal and upset Mauritania's fragile 
ethnic balance," a Western diplomat said in the capital Nouakchott. 


"The valley of the river Senegal is a time bomb which could explode at any time," another diplomat said. 


The fertile area formed the natural boundary between Arab and black Africa long before the former French 
colonial rulers set the border between Mauritania and Senegal in 1960. 


Nomadic Moors, mostly light-skinned, have traditionally looked down on black peasants who cultivate both 
banks of the river Senegal. 


The riots which killed hundreds of people in Senegal and Mauritania were sparked by a minor border incident 
over grazing rights. Subsequent lootings and killings led to a massive exodus across the border on an ethnic 
basis. 


Tens of thousands of Haratines, or black Moors officially emancipated from slavery in 1980, fled Senegal to 
settle along the river, aggravating tension with Negro-African residents. The Haratines joined white Moors, or 
Beydanes, whose cattle herd have been decimated by decades of drought. 


Last month's violence in Nouakchott and the economic capital Nouadhibou was initially directed against 
Senegalese migrants held responsible for the death of Mauritanian traders in Senegal. But it quickly 
unleashed ill-feelings against French- speaking, black Mauritanians, deemed sympathetic to black 
Senegalese. 


According to diplomats the white Moor-dominated government is carrying out a large-scale exercise designed 
to intimidate blacks. They said police were arresting scores of black government workers, including some in 
the army and state-run media. 


The purge is mainly directed at Mauritanians born in Senegal. Four workers from the president's staff, 
including his cook and driver, were recently put on a plane to Senegal. 


The move has created a climate of deep anxiety among the black community, especially the Hal Pulaar 
people from the Senegal river. Parents have been advised not to let children walk home on their own after 
reports of missing black children circulated in the capital. 


"Nouakchott is virtually a whites-only city," said a long- time resident. All Senegalese and most West Africans 
have gone, while black Mauritanians are seeking refuge in their home villages along the river. Those left in 
town are keeping a low profile while remaining in close contact with each other. 


Travellers from the region reported big concentrations of Hal Pulaar herders who have deserted their villages 
to gather closer to the river for safety. "They would cross into Senegal overnight if only the government 
allowed them to take their cattle," a diplomat said. 


Diplomatic sources say troops have been deployed along the river to prevent them from crossing into 
Senegal with their cattle. 


Black extremists believe the deportations are part of a deliberate scheme aimed at suppressing African 
influence and making Mauritania an all-Arab country. Their fears are partly based on Mauritania's decision 
last year to join a union of five North African Arab nations. 


Diplomats say the government of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a middle-of-the road army 


colonel who seized power in 1984, is divided between supporters of a multi-racial Mauritania and Arab 
nationalists who dream of a "white Mauritania". 


The main force behind the nationalists is the pro-lraqi Baath movement. Some of its leaders were jailed last 
year but the underground party is said to command a large Moor following. Many suspect Baath members of 
having instigated last month's anti-Senegalese violence. 


"The issue of the current crisis with Senegal will be crucial for the future of the regime. Much will depend 
towards which side Taya tips the scales in the coming weeks," a diplomat commented. 
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DAKAR, May 25, Reuter - French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas tried on Thursday to defuse tension 
between Mauritania and Senegal but said France was not taking over the role of mediator from the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAV). 


Dumas held talks in Nouakchott with Mauritanian President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and 


returned to Dakar to brief French President Francois Mitterrand at a summit of French-speaking countries. 


"France supports the (OAU) mediation and wishes it success," Dumas said. "We are not going to take the 
place of the natural mediator who is handling this difficult problem." 


The row has overshadowed the third summit of 40 French-speaking states which opened in the Senegalese 
capital on Wednesday and ends on Friday. The Mauritanian President has boycotted the meeting, the first 
such gathering on African soil. 


Senegal and Mauritania have positioned troops along their river border and engaged in a war of words since 
ethnic riots in both countries last month in which hundreds were killed. 


OAU chairman and Malian President Moussa Traore sent an envoy to Nouakchott on Wednesday after 
Mauritania said it was ready for war with Senegal if Dakar started it. Senegal has not reacted. 


The conflict, largely between light-skinned Moors of Arab or Berber stock and black Senegalese, was sparked 
by a minor border clash over grazing rights. 


Traore said Senegal had assured him it would not send reinforcements to the border. He hoped his envoy 
would obtain the same assurance from Nouakchott and that both goverments would then agree to a troop 
withdrawal. 


At the summit Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens said Brussels would reschedule African public debt 
totalling 7.5 billion Belgian francs (195 million dollars) over 10 years. 


It would also begin talks on rescheduling guaranteed commercial debt totalling 20 billion Belgian francs (520 
million dollars), he told reporters. 


Belgium's biggest debtor is its former colony Zaire. 
France said earlier it would write off 16 billion French francs (2.5 billion dollars) of public debt of 35 countries. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 27, Reuter - Mauritania's military leader, President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, 
on Saturday expressed cautious optimism about a peaceful settlement to the crisis with neighbouring 
Senegal. 


"| think the mediation being carried out by the Organisation of African Unity (OAU)'s chairman President 
Moussa Traore of Mali and other efforts should eventually succeed," Taya told reporters after brief talks with 
visiting President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire. 


He added the dispute, sparked off by a minor border clash on April 9 over grazing rights, was not over. 


Mobutu flew into the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott from Dakar where he attended a meeting, boycotted by 
Mauritania, of some 40 French-speaking nations. Mobutu's aides will stop on Sunday in Bamako on the way 
home to brief the Malian leader. 


Taya's remarks echoed a statement on Friday by Traore that his mediation efforts were going smoothly. 
Tunisia's Prime Minister Hedi Baccouche was also expected on Saturday in Nouakchott. 
The visits followed a conciliatory statement by Senegal ruling out war with Mauritania. 


The two are at loggerheads after hundreds died last month in ethnic riots in both countries. The states 
positioned troops along their river border and began a war of words over responsibility for the killings. 
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BAMAKO, May 27, Reuter - Malian President Moussa Traore, the Organisation of African Unity's acting 
chairman, has expressed optimism about defusing a crisis between Senegal and Mauritania. 


"Everything is going smoothly," he told reporters in the Malian capital on Friday on his return from a summit 
meeting of French-speaking nations in the Senegalese capital Dakar. 


Traore has postponed a planned trip to the Mauritanian capital after his Interior Minister Issa Ongoiba 
returned from Nouakchott with new Mauritanian proposals to mend the rift. 


No details were available but diplomats said Mali was trying to arrange a second meeting of Mauritanian and 
Senegalese ministers in the Malian capital Bamako. 


Senegal is at loggerheads with its northern Arab neighbour after hundreds of people were killed in both 
countries in communal riots last month. 


The row, sparked off by a minor border dispute on April 9, dominated the summit which was boycotted by 
Mauritania. 


Zaire's President Mobutu Sese Seko paid a surprise visit to Nouakchott on Saturday for talks with Mauritanian 
President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. 


Diplomats said Mobutu's visit was part of efforts to defuse the crisis. 
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DAKAR, May 29, Reuter - Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat on Monday flew into Senegal from Mauritania as 
part of diplomatic efforts to ease tension between the two West African nations. 


The chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation was met at Dakar airport by Senegalese President 
Abdou Diouf. 


Arafat held talks on Sunday with President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya during a surprise visit 


in the Mauritanian capital. 


"We will contribute modestly to find a solution to the tragic events which have strained relations between our 
Mauritanian and Senegalese brothers," he told reporters in Nouakchott. 


Hundreds of people died last month after a minor border incident sparked off ethnic riots in both countries. 
Senegal and Mauritania have since positioned troops along the river border. 


At last week's Arab summit, Arafat said a high-level committee should be set up to settle the dispute 
peacefully. 


France, Zaire and Tunisia also sent in envoys to supplement mediation efforts by the Chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity, President Moussa Traore of Mali. 


Arafat last visited Senegal in February. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 21, Reuter - United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar has arrived in 
Mauritania on the second leg of a North African tour aimed at ending the 13-year Western Sahara conflict. 


Perez de Cuellar, ae arrived on Tuesday night from Morocco, told journalists he would brief President 
on his efforts to achieve peace in the Western Sahara, a former Spanish 
colony where Polisario Front guerrillas are fighting to end Moroccan rule. 


The United Nations has proposed a plan to end the fighting in the desert territory. But little progress has been 
made since both sides accepted it in principle last August. 


Mauritania has taken a neutral stand in the dispute since it withdrew from the southern part of the territory in 
1979. 


Perez de Cuellar was due in Mali late on Wednesday to confer with President Moussa Traore, acting 
chairman of the Organisation of African Unity. The 50-member OAU is co-sponsoring the latest United 
Nations peace plan. 


On leaving Morocco he said he hoped to announce definite progress over peace prospects at the end of his 
eight-day trip to the region, during which he will visit Algeria, the Polisario's main backer. 


Document Iba0000020011129dI61044in 


REUTERS 





ESTRANGED MAURITANIAN AND SENEGALESE LEADERS MAY MEET AT SUMMIT. 


By Michael Roddy 

325 words 

28 June 1989 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1989 Reuters Limited 

Ouagadougou, June 28, Reuter - The leaders of Mauritania and Senegal could meet at a regional summit in 
Burkina Faso this week for the first time since ethnic violence erupted in the two West African neighbours in 
April. 


Mauritanian President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and Senegal's Abdou Diouf arrived for the 


12th annual summit of the 16-nation Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) which opens on 
Thursday. 


A source close to the meeting said Nigeria and Togo were trying to arrange face-to-face talks between Diouf 
and Taya. 


The two leaders have not met since a minor border clash over grazing rights caused Senegalese and 
Mauritanians in both countries, who had lived together for years, suddenly to turn on each other. Hundreds 
were killed and thousands made homeless. 


Another conference source said: "They will meet, even if it's in a room somewhere or in the elevator." 


Taya arrived in the morning and Diouf in the afternoon for the two-day summit which will deal with economic 
integration and cooperation in West Africa. 


A meeting between the two leaders would be a diplomatic coup for Burkina Faso's military leader Captain 
Blaise Compaore. 


Burkina Faso, shunned by some West African leaders after Compaore came to power in a bloody coup 12 
years ago, has imposed tight security on the summit but has also tried to make it festive. 


Dancers lined the route of arriving dignitaries and motorcycle police standing on their vehicles and riding 
without hands roared down the steamy avenues in advance of motorcades. 


Other leaders who arrived on Wednesday were Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida, Niger's Ali Saibou, 
Mali's Moussa Traore -- chairman of the Organisation of African Unity -- Gambia's Sir Dawda Jawara -- 
president of ECOWAS -- Beninese leader Mathieu Kerekou and Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo. 


President Andre Kolingba of Central African Republic came as an observer. 
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Ouagadougou, June 28, Reuter - The leaders of Mauritania and Senegal could meet at a regional summit in 
Burkina Faso this week for the first time since ethnic violence erupted in the two West African neighbours in 
April. 


Mauritanian President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrived in Ouagadougou on Wednesday 


and Senegal's Abdou Diouf was also expected at the 12th annual summit of the 16-nation Economic 
Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) which opens on Thursday. 


One source at the conference said: "They will meet, even if it's in a room somewhere or in the elevator." 


It was not known if the two leaders planned to discuss the riots, in which hundreds of people were killed and 
thousands made homeless. 


Diouf and Taya have not met face-to face since a minor border clash over grazing rights caused Senegalese 
and Mauritanians in both countries who had lived together for years suddenly to turn on each other. 


Such a meeting between the two leaders would be a diplomatic coup for Burkina Faso's military leader 
Captain Blaise Compaore. 


Burkina Faso, shunned by some West African leaders after Compaore came to power in a bloody coup 12 
years ago, has imposed tight security on the summit but has also tried to make it festive. 


Dancers lined the route of arriving dignitaries and motorcycle police standing on their vehicles and riding 
without hands roared down the steamy avenues in advance of motorcades. 


Other leaders who arrived on Wednesday included Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida and Niger's 
President Ali Saibou. 
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OUAGADOUGOU, June 29, Reuter - The presidents of Senegal and Mauritania shook hands in a 
rapprochement on Thursday two months after ethnic riots rocked their countries, an official source said. 


Senegal's Abdou Diouf and Mauritania's Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya met face-to-face for the 


first time since Senegalese and Mauritanians in both countries turned on each other after a minor border 
clash over grazing rights. 


"This is a true rapprochement," the source said. 


They met in a private room with Mali's President Moussa Traore, who has been mediating the dispute, just 
before the opening of a summit of the 16-nation Economic Community of West African States, the source 
said. 


During public ceremonies at the gathering in the capital of Burkina Faso, Diouf and Taya barely glanced at 
each other and there were few other signs of rapprochement. 


Hundreds were killed and tens of thousands made homeless in the April riots between black Senegalese and 
predominantly Moorish Mauritanians who had lived alongside each other for years. 


Gambia's President Sir Dawda Jawara referred to the riots as "a sad event which is not without a happy 
ending". 


Diouf left the Burkina Faso capital Ouagadougou shortly after the opening ceremonies ended. 


The meeting opened under a cloud with five of 16 leaders absent, a sharp drop in attendance from last year 
when all but one head of state attended. 


ECOWAS is intended to promote economic and social integration but assembled leaders and outside 
analysts agreed the organisation founded in 1975 had not been a stunning success. 


"The fact that our achievements in economic integration over the years fall short in some of the biggest 
sectors underscores the need for the sub-region to close ranks," Jawara said. 


ECOWAS leaders are to vote on a report prepared by the secretariat and approved by finance ministers 
outlining programmes and protocols for the coming year. 


Among these is a proposal for the first time to reduce and eventually eliminate tariffs among member states 
on manufactured products, starting with a list of 26 items. 


The list ranges from refrigerators and air conditioners made in Benin to bleach from Mali and kitchen utensils 
from Ghana. 


The list also includes beer brewed by one of Nigeria's multitude of breweries, prompting a banking source to 
say: "Why is it one Nigerian brewer can export but the other 50 can't?" 
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OUAGADOUGOU, June 29, Reuter - A West African economic summit opened under a cloud on Thursday, 


with five leaders staying at home and no outward sign of progress in mending a rift between Senegal and 
Mauritania. 


All but one of the 16 leaders of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) attended last 
year's summit but this year Ivory Coast's President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, who is widely rumoured to be ill, 
and Ghana's Jerry Rawlings sent ministers to the Burkina Faso capital of Ouagadougou. 


Hopes of an outward sign of a thaw in relations between Mauritania and Senegal were dashed at the outset. 


Presidents Abdou Diouf of Senegal and Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya sat on stage at the 
opening ceremony barely looking at each other as repeated references were made in opening speeches to 
the ethnic violence between the two countries in April. 


Hundreds died and tens of thousands were made homeless by the violence between black Senegalese and 
the predominantly Moorish Mauritanians. 


Although the subject was not on any official agenda, summit participants had hoped that the two leaders, 
meeting face to face for the first time since the rioting, might shake hands. 


But summit sources said the two presidents had had separate meetings with Mali's President Moussa Traore, 
the chairman of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) who is mediating the dispute, but had not met each 
other. 


The prospects of that meeting diminished further when a Senegalese official said Diouf was expected to fly 
back to Senegal in the afternoon. 


A Mauritanian source said Taya planned to leave on Friday, the summit's last day. 


The only reference to possible progress in closing the rift came from Gambia's President Sir Dawda Jawara 
who referred to the violence as "a sad event which is not without a happy ending." 


Jawara, who is president of ECOWAS, did not elaborate and neither he nor Traore were immediately 
available for interviews. 


Heavy rain swept over the hall as opening speeches were given and little was said to dispel the gloomy 
prospects for the world's poorest economic grouping. 


ECOWAS is supposed to promote economic and social integration but assembled leaders as well as outside 
analysts agreed the organisation founded in 1975 has not been a stunning success. 


"The fact that our achievements in economic integration over the years fall short in some of the biggest 
sectors underscores the need for the sub-region to close ranks," Jawara said. 


ECOWAS leaders are to vote on a report prepared by the secretariat and approved by finance ministers 
outlining programmes and protocols for the coming year. 


Among these is a proposal for the first time to reduce and eventually eliminate tariffs among member states 
on manufactured products, starting with a list of 26 items. 


The list ranges from refrigerators and air conditioners made in Benin to bleach from Mali and kitchen utensils 
from Ghana. 


The list also includes beer brewed by one of Nigeria's multitude of breweries, prompting a banking source to 
say: 


"Why is it one Nigerian brewer can export but the other 50 can't?" 
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LONDON, July 25, Reuter - The human rights group Amnesty International urged Mauritania on Tuesday to 
take urgent action to halt a wave of arrests, executions and torture reported in many parts of the west African 
country. 


The London-based group said it had received consistent and credible reports from Mauritania of abuses 
committed by the predominantly Moorish Mauritanian police and soldiers in the expulsion of thousands of 
blacks to neighbouring Senegal. Amnesty said it had sent an urgent message to President Mohamed 
izaaiiya Ould Sid Anmed Tavs "expressing concern at the failure of the government to take steps to 
prevent abuses by the security forces and calling for a full impartial inquiry into (their) conduct." 


Hundreds of people were killed in ethnic riots in Mauritania and Senegal in April following a minor border 
dispute over grazing rights. The clash prompted an exodus of refugees in both directions. 


Among the cases Amnesty documented was that of Mohamed Yero Ba, a headmaster arrested in mid-June 
in Kaedi. He died after being subjected to the "Jaguar" torture and suspended over a fire. 


In this torture, which Amnesty said had been frequently reported in Mauritania in the past three years, the 
victim is suspended from a metal bar attached to the legs and wrists and beaten on the soles of the feet until 
unconscious. 


Amnesty said those singled out had refused to leave or to have their property confiscated after the 
government started hunting down Mauritanians with Senegalese connections. 


Many of the 30,000 Senegalese in Mauritania were sent home in an international airlift after the April riots in 
which Moors of Arab/Berber stock turned on blacks of West African tribal descent. 


While most of the abuses related to arbitrary arrest, many of those arrested were believed to have been 
tortured, Amnesty said. At least 10 are believed to have died under torture and the figure could be highter, it 
added. 


Unlawful executions by security forces were also said to have been widespread but Amnesty said it was 
impossible to estimate the number of victims. 


Another victim of human rights abuse, Abdramane Lam, a cattle breeder, was shot by security forces and his 
body thrown in a creek, Amnesty said. His brother, Yoro Lam, was arrested and tortured. Both had refused to 
give up their land and cattle and leave Mauritania. 


Arrests were also carried out in the capital, Nouakchott, and in the cities of Nouadhibou and Zouerate. Some 
detainees were tortured and later expelled but the situation appeared particularly grave in the southwest, it 
added. 


Amnesty said it was particularly concerned that apparently no one had been prosecuted in connection with 
the deaths of hundreds of people during and after April. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 25, Reuter - Mauritania on Tuesday accused Amnesty International of supporting 
Senegal by alleging that Mauritania had committed human rights abuses following ethnic violence between 
the two west African countries in April. 


"In the conflict between our country and Senegal, we note that Amnesty International, ending its silence, is 
mouthing word for word allegations made by Senegal," Information Minister Mohamed Lemine Ould Ahmed 
said in the capital Nouakchott. 


"Amnesty is accusing us of crimes which, in effect, were committed by Senegal and which Senegal continues 
to commit against Mauritanian citizens," Ould Ahmed said in a statement. 


"Mauritanians were killed in great number, some were burned alive, others mutilated, infants' heads were 
bashed in and women were raped throughout Senegal," he said. 


"But Amnesty did not see fit to mention a word of this and its silence is a grave error." 

The statement was issued after the London-based human rights group said earlier on Tuesday it had sent a 
message to Mauritanian President Mohamed KSSSLi@ Ola Sit BRNGATTEE urging him to halt a wave of 
arrests, executions and torture of blacks in his country. 


Amnesty said the alleged abuses occurred after an outbreak of ethnic violence in April sparked by a minor 
border dispute over grazing rights. 


It said it had received credible reports from Mauritania that the country's predominantly Moorish police and 
soldiers were expelling thousands of blacks to Senegal. 


In a related development, Mauritania told the United Nations Security Council in a letter on Tuesday that 
neighbouring Senegal was responsible for the conflict. 


Officials said the letter described the attitude of Senegal as bellicose and a "serious threat to peace." 
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ALGIERS, Aug 28, Reuter - Algerian President Chadli Benjedid will arrive in Libya on Thursday for 
celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of Colonel Muammar Gaddafi's 1969 revolution, a diplomatic 
source said on Tuesday. 


Algeria had also sent an army unit of around 200 men to march in a planned parade to commemorate the 
September 1 coup, the source said. 


Morocco's King Hassan left Tangiers on Monday by ship for Tripoli and Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine 
Ben Ali is also expected in the Libyan capital, bringing together four of the five leaders of the recently-formed 
Arab Maghreb Union. 


The source said Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was unlikely to attend because of 


problems at home stemming from the recent rupture of diplomatic ties with neighbouring Senegal. 


Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia formed the federation last February, mainly to promote joint 
economic development. 


Algeria and Libya are also engaged in several joint ventures. Gaddafi proposed a political merger of the two 
states three years ago but they have yet to ratify a proposed joint constitution. 
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DAKAR, Sept 5, Reuter - Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak starts a two-day visit to West Africa on 
Wednesday aimed at defusing tension between Senegal and Mauritania. 


Mubarak, chairman of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), will have talks with Mauritanian President 
‘Ahmed Taya in Nouakchott and Senegalese leader Abdou Diouf in Dakar. 


Diplomats in the region say Mubarak's visit is unlikely to bring about immediate reconciliation between the two 
nations. 


The dispute between black Senegal and mostly Arab Mauritania erupted last April when a minor border clash 
over grazing rights sparked ethnic riots which killed hundreds of people and prompted an exodus of 
thousands of refugees. 


During his visit Mubarak is expected to urge both sides to resume dialogue after cutting diplomatic ties last 
month. 


His call for moderation stands a good chance of being welcomed in Nouakchott and Dakar because he is 
both OAU chairman and one of the most influential Arab leaders. 


As an Arab leader he can wield considerable authority over Mauritania, diplomats and Senegalese officials 
say. 


Mauritania, a desert territory straddling black and Arab Africa, has in recent years moved closer to its 
northern Arab neighbours. Last February it decided to join a union of five African Arab nations and this has 
antagonised its black minority which has close ethnic links with Senegal. 


Mubarak's talks are expected to centre on the two main issues -- the location of the border, which Senegal is 
seeking to move from the middle of the Senegal river to the northern bank of the river, and the continuing 
influx of Mauritanian refugees pouring into Senegal. 


Senegalese and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) officials have said up to 
45,000 black Mauritanians have been deported across the Senegal river -- a charge denied by Mauritania. 


Previous attempts by various African countries and France, Senegal and Mauritania's former colonial ruler, 
have failed to resolve the dispute. 
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DAKAR, Sept 6, Reuter - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak arrived on Wednesday in Dakar on the last leg 
of a peace mission to resolve a border dispute between Mauritania and Senegal. 


Mubarak, who flew from neighbouring Mauritania, was met at Dakar airport by Senegalese President Abdou 
Diouf. He made no statement. 


The Egyptian leader was appointed by the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) to mediate in the four-month 
dispute between black Senegal and mostly Arab Mauritania. 


During a four-hour stop in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott, he held talks with military leader Colonel 
Gas RACuaSe AMSAT. Mubarak called for a peaceful solution to the conflict and warned any 
armed confrontation would be harmful to both nations. 

Mubarak will leave Dakar on Thursday morning for his first visit to Algeria as president. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 6, Reuter - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak called on Wednesday for a peaceful 
solution to the border dispute between Mauritania and Senegal and said any armed confrontation would be 
harmful to both countries. 


Mubarak, appointed by the Organisation of African Unity as a mediator in the four-month dispute, made the 
remarks after his arrival in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott. 


He was due to hold talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya before flying to Senegal on the final 


leg of his two-day trip. 


During a brief press conference at the airport, Mubarak said Mauritania and Senegal should devote all their 
resources to the welfare and development of their peoples. 


The dispute started on April 9 over a minor clash about grazing rights along the Senegal river which forms the 
border. 


The incident, in which two Sengalese farmers died, sparked ethnic riots which killed hundreds of people and 
prompted an exodus of thousands of refugees. 


Last month Senegal broke off diplomatic ties with its northern Arab neighbour after Dakar accused Mauritania 
of deporting thousands of black Mauritanians -- a charge denied by the Arab-dominated Nouakchott 
government. 
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DAKAR, Sept 7, Reuter - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, ending a brief peace mission to West Africa, 


said on Thursday African ministers would meet next month in New York to discuss a border dispute between 
Mauritania and Senegal. 


Mubarak, current chairman of the 49-member Organisation of African Unity (OAU), stroke a note of cautious 
optimism on the prospect for a peaceful settlement. "I hope that with everyone's goodwill a lasting solution will 
be reached," he said in a brief statement to the press before leaving Dakar for Algeria. 


Senegal and Mauritania broke off diplomatic relations last month in the wake of ethnic violence between black 
Senegalese and mostly Arab Mauritanians. Hundreds of people were killed last April and May in communal 
riots which prompted an exodus of thousands of refugees in both directions. 


Both countries have since traded accusations of expelling their own nationals. The border along the Senegal 
river has been effectively closed to normal traffic. 


A special committee set up at last July's OAU summit meeting to mediate into the issue will meet at 
ministerial level on October 5 in New York on the fringe of the U.N.'s general assembly, Mubarak said. The 
OAU panel, chaired by Egypt, is made up of Niger, Nigeria, Togo, Tunisia and Zimbabwe. 


During a one-day tour of Mauritania and Senegal, Mubarak held talks with Mauritanian military leader Colonel 
erence and Senegalese President Abdou Diouf. 


"We discussed the issues which are at the roots of the current dispute between the two sister countries of 
Senegal and Mauritania," he said without elaborating. He stressed an urgent need to ease the current 
tension. 


A senior Senegalese diplomatic source told Reuters that the Senegal-Mauritania row was informally 
discussed earlier this week by ministers from the six-nation OAU committee attending the Non-aligned 
summit meeting in the Yugoslavian capital Belgrade. 


Senegal wants the border to be moved from the middle of the river Senegal to the northern bank of the river 
and an end to a continuing influx of black Mauritanian refugees. 


Mauritania demands reparation for the victims of the violence and the reopening of the border. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 13, Reuter - Mauritania's military leader said on Wednesday he believed his country's 
dispute with neighbouring Senegal would be settled. 


Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya told reporters that the two countries were "condemned to live on 


friendly terms". 


Speaking after talks with Congolese President Denis Sassou-Nguesso, Taya said: "I think and | wish that the 
present difficulties are going to be overcome." 


Hundreds of people were killed and thousands uprooted during ethnic clashes in both countries in April. The 
dispute worsened last month when they broke off diplomatic relations. 


Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak is mediating in the dispute, which highlighted decades of racial enmity 
between black Senegalese and mostly Arab Mauritanians. 


Sassou-Nguesso later flew to the Senegalese capital, Dakar. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 22, Reuter - Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat flew to Nouakchott on Thursday night, 
continuing his efforts to make peace between Mauritania and Senegal. 


ie chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), was to hold talks with President Maaouya Ould 
on the two countries' ethnic and territorial conflict, officials said. 


Arafat, who visited both Western African nations in May, has a close personal relationship with the 
Mauritanian and Senegalese leaders. He was due on Friday afternoon in the Senegalese capital Dakar. 


Arafat's latest visit is part of diplomatic efforts to ease tension between mainly-Arab Mauritanians and black 
Senegalese after last April's communal riots which killed hundreds of people in both countries. 


The dispute, sparked off by a minor border clash over grazing rights, worsened last month when they broke 
off diplomatic relations. 


Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak is mediating between Mauritania and Senegal in his capacity as chairman 
of the 50-member Organisation of the African Unity (OAU). 
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DAKAR, Nov 8, Reuter - The newly-elected secretary-general of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
began a tour of Senegal and Mauritania on Wednesday to revive mediation efforts in a bitter conflict between 
the two West African neighbours. 


Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania flew unexpectedly into the Senegalese capital Dakar from Ghana where he 
held talks with Ghanaian leader Jerry Rawlings. 


He was due to meet President Abdou Diouf as well as foreign and defence ministers. 


Salim told Reuters he would = to Nouakchott on Friday or Saturday for talks with Mauritanian President 


Asked whether he was optimistic about the outcome of his peace mission, he said: "One has to be." 


Salim's visit is part of efforts by the 50-nation OAU to reconcile Senegal and Mauritania after bloody 
communal riots broke out last April following a minor border incident. Hundreds of people were killed and 
thousands uprooted in both countries. 


Black Senegal and mostly Arab Mauritania have severed diplomatic links. 


President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt is spearheading mediation efforts in his capacity as OAU chairman. He 
visited both countries in September but failed to break the deadlock. 


Salim's visit coincides with renewed tension on the border river. Senegalese officials and diplomats have 
reported clashes between Mauritanian border guards and black Mauritanians who have been expelled or 
sought refuge on the Senegalese bank of the river. 


Senegal wants the border to be moved from the middle of the river Senegal to the northern bank in 
accordance with a 1933 French colonial decree. 


Mauritania has rejected the claim, saying it sticks to the principle of the inviolability of the borders inherited 
from colonial times and listed in the OAU charter. It demands reparation for the victims of the violence and 
the reopening of the border. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 13, Reuter - The Secretary-General of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) has 
called on Mauritania and Senegal to moderate their positions in a six-month-old ethnic and territorial dispute. 


"One should not exacerbate the situation and the governments and peoples in Mauritania and Senegal ought 
to exercise restraint," Salim Ahmed Salim of Tanzania told reporters on Sunday. 


He held talks with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya after visiting refugees camps in 


the desert capital and along the river Senegal separating the two West African nations. 


Black Senegal and Arab-dominated Mauritania broke off diplomatic links after communal violence in April and 
May which killed hundreds and uprooted thousands in both countries. 


Salim said he was encouraged to see that both governments had confidence in OAU mediation efforts. 
Ministers from a special six-nation OAU committee are due to visit the region by the end of the month. 


The OAU official held talks last week with Senegalese President Abdou Diouf and visited refugees camps in 
northern Senegal accomodating black Mauritanians. 


Renewed tension along the river border has been reported in recent weeks between Mauritanian security 
forces and refugees crossing the river to retrieve their cattle. 


In the latest incident Mauritanian border guards opened fire last Tuesday on two people near the village of 
Cas-Cas, killing one Senegalese fisherman, the official Senegalese news agency APS reported. Diplomats 
fear widespread violence when the river is fordable next month during the dry season. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 28, Reuter - Mauritania has ruled out any settlement of a border dispute with Senegal 
until its citizens are compensated for losses during ethnic riots last April. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya said late on Monday Senegal would have to pay Mauritanian 


traders whose property was destroyed or confiscated before a solution could be found. 


The West African neighbours were brought to the brink of war by the riots between black Senegalese and 
mainly light-skinned, Arabic-speaking Mauritanians. The fighting killed hundreds and led to mass expulsions 
by both countries of each other's nationals. 


"Any fair settlement would have to include the return of confiscated property and compensation for losses 
suffered by all our nationals as well as a guarantee of safe passage home for our countrymen still in 
Senegal," Taya said in an eve of National Day speech. 


Taya accused Senegal of seeking to heighten tension through provocative statements and agression against 
Mauritania. 


The riots were sparked by a dispute over grazing rights along the Senegal River which separates the two 
former French colonies. Tension in the area is high with the two armies eyeing each other nervously from 
opposite banks. The border is closed and Dakar and Nouakchott have broken off diplomatic links. 


A peace mission from the Organization of African Unity is scheduled to go to Mauritania on Wednesday from 
Senegal where it is touring refugee camps. 
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LONDON, Nov 30, Reuter - 


Amnesty International alleged on Thursday that Mauritanian security forces were committing unprecedented 
human rights abuses against the country's black community including killings, torture and arbitrary arrest. 


The London-based human rights organisation said in a report that mass arrests of suspected government 
opponents from both the black and Arab-Berber communities began in 1986. 


"Since the intercommunal clashes between Mauritanians and Senegalese earlier this year, Mauritanian 
security forces have stepped up operations against the black population and the scale of human rights 
violations has reached a level unprecedented in recent years," Amnesty said. 


Those responsible for the violations "appear to benefit from official protection and have not been prosecuted," 
Amnesty said. 


Amnesty called on the government of President Mohamed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to take steps to 


end the abuses. 
Mauritania has rejected previous Amnesty reports, saying the organisation was siding with Senegal. 


Hundreds of people were killed in ethnic riots in Mauritania and Senegal last April after a border dispute over 
grazing rights. The clashes prompted an exodus of refugees from both sides and many of the 30,000 
Senegalese in Mauritania were sent home in an international airlift. 


Amnesty said that since last May some 50,000 black Mauritanians had been expelled from Mauritania. 


It said security forces were reported to have surrounded villages and sent blacks by boat across the river 
border into Senegal. Those who resisted had been arrested and in some cases tortured or killed, it added. 


Amnesty said the use of torture in Mauritania appeared to be increasing and it knew of several cases of 
blacks who died as a result of torture in southwest Mauritania in 1989. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12, Reuter - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has reduced jail terms for 14 


people accused of threatening Mauritania's internal security or belonging to a banned organisation. 


The one-year remission was announced in an official communique released on Monday night on the eve of 
the fifth anniversary of Taya's bloodless coup. 


The beneficiaries included a prominent member of the outlawed pro-lraqi Baath party, Mohamed Yehdhi Ould 
Bredelleil, and 13 black dissidents tried in 1986. 


Bredelleil, a former information minister, was sentenced in September 1988 to two years' imprisonment and a 
fine of 2,000 dollars at a trial held near the capital Nouakchott. 


The 13 belong to a group of 31 blacks condemned to sentences ranging from six-month to five years in prison 
for distributing a so-called Manifesto of the Oppressed Black African criticising the discrimination of blacks by 
the Arab community. 


At least three of the defendants, including a former cabinet minister and a well-known writer, died last year 
while serving their sentences in a desert camp. 


Meanwhile Taya has accused Senegal of blocking efforts to find a peaceful settlement to the seven-month 
conflict between the two neighbours. 


"The Senegalese government, against the tide of the current international detente, finds nothing better than 
stirring a serious dispute between Senegal and Mauritania," he said in a nationwide broadcast. 


Efforts by the Organisation of African Unity to solve the dispute are currently stalled. Hundreds of people 
were killed and thousands uprooted after a minor border clash in April triggered communal riots in both 
countries. 
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DAKAR, Dec 20, Reuter - An Organisation of African Unity (OAU) committee has called for a summit meeting 
of the leaders of Senegal, Mauritania and Egypt to solve a long-running dispute between the two West 
African neighbours, the official Senegalese news agency APS said on Wednesday. 


In a Cairo-datelined item the agency quoted a report from the six-nation special panel stressing the need to 
act quickly to avoid further deterioration of the situation on the border area. 


Black Senegal and mostly Arab Mauritania have severed diplomatic ties following ethnic clashes in April and 
May in which hundreds of people were killed. Senegalese President Abdou Diouf and Mauritania's military 
leader RSHOUUA OLAS ARICA TERA met briefly in June during a regional economic summit in Burkina 
Faso. 


The committee report was delivered on Monday in Cairo to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in his capacity 
as OAU chairman. 


The committee, made up of Egypt, Togo, Niger, Nigeria, Tunisia and Zimbabwe, visited both countries last 
month. Diplomats said the main obstacles to a peaceful settlement were Senegal's determination to raise the 
border issue and Mauritania's desire to discuss the issue of compensation for losses during the ethnic riots. 
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DAKAR, Jan 3, Reuter - Mauritanian troops have killed their first Senegalese soldier since tension flared 
along their disputed border last April, witnesses said on Wednesday. 


Troops fired rifle grenades across the Senegal river into the village of Padalale on December 27, killing a 
soldier and a civilian, villagers arriving in the capital Dakar told Reuters. Another soldier was seriously injured. 


Military officials declined comment on the reports. 


It was the first clash in which a soldier had died since the West African neighbours cut off diplomatic ties after 
hundreds of people died in ethnic riots in both countries in April. 


The fighting and looting, sparked by a shooting incident over grazing rights along the 800 km (500 mile) 
border, prompted a massive exodus of refugees in both directions. 


Tension has been increased by the onset of the dry season since water levels have fallen allowing people to 
cross on foot. 


Several Senegalese peasants and Mauritanian herders expelled into Senegal have been killed by 
Mauritanian forces while trying to cross back into Mauritania to recover cattle and property. 


Senegalese troops have been posted in villages with orders to return fire but not to cross. 


In a recent interview with a Paris-based magazine Mauritanian leader Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


accused Senegal of sending armed gangs across the river. 
"All arrangements made by Mauritania to end this situation are legitimate," he said without elaborating. 
Mauritanian dissidents said the army has been ordered to shoot intruders on sight. 


The death of a Senegalese soldier could complicate mediation efforts by the chairman of the Organisation of 
African Unity, President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, diplomats said. 


Mubarak is trying to arrange a meeting of the Senegalese and Mauritanian leaders in Cairo. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 4, Reuter - The Mauritanian government has decided to give Arabic names to posts held 
by local officials in a move seen as an attempt to boost use of the language in the desert nation. 


An official statement issued on Thursday said administrative regions and departments in existence since 
independence from France in 1960 would now be called by their Arabic equivalents -- wilaya and moughataa. 
Governors and prefects will also be called wali and hakem instead. 


Mauritania, an Islamic nation straddling Arab and black Africa, is mainly ruled by light-skinned Arabs and 
Berbers. 


The move is likely to further increase fears by black Mauritanians of a total arabisation of the country by the 
Arab-dominated government. 


Mauritanian military leader Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was recently quoted by a Paris-based magazine 


as saying: "Mauritania cannot be in the process of arabisation since it is an Arab country". 


Arabs and Berbers form about two-thirds of the two-million population but the government has witheld the 
results of a 1988 census showing an increase in the number of blacks, diplomats said. 


Arabic was put on the same footing as French and made an official language in 1968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 17, Reuter - Mauritania's military leaders have declared three days of national mourning 
following the death of President ARRSRESGE's wife, the state radio said on 
Wednesday.<The radio did not give any details about the death of Sadia Kamil, 37, who was born in 
neighbouring Senegal of a Lebanese father and a Mauritanian mother.<Official sources said she was buried 
on Tuesday night a few hours after her death, according to Moslem custom.<A few hours before the 
announcement of her death, Mauritania's state radio and television suspended normal programmes to 
broadcast verses of the Koran.<Flags were flying at half-mast in the capital on Wednesday.<Diplomats said 
President Taya would probably not attend a North African regional summit in Tunisia next week. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 17, Reuter - The wife of Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has 
died at the age of 37 from unknown causes, official and diplomatic sources in the Mauritanian capital 
Nouakchott said on Wednesday.<They said Sadia Kamil, born in neighbouring Senegal from a Lebanese 
father and a Mauritanian mother, was buried on Tuesday night a few hours after her death according to 
Moslem customs.<The death of the president's only wife has not yet been officially announced. But 
Mauritania's state radio and television have suspended normal programmes to broadcast verses of the 
Koran, and flags were flying at half-mast in the capital.<Diplomats said President Taya would probably not 
attend a North African regional summit in Tunisia next week. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 21, Reuter - The Atlantic beach, once home to hundreds of Senegalese fishermen in 
brightly-painted dug-out canoes, is almost deserted. 


The fishermen, who monopolised the rich waters off the capital Nouakchott, fled when communal riots swept 
through Mauritania and its southern neighbour Senegal last April. 


They were joined by thousands of other Senegalese and black Mauritanians, depriving the country of skilled 
labour and foreign exchange and plunging the economy into crisis. 


But recent plentiful rains in this mostly desert country and firmer world prices for iron ore have helped cushion 
the blow, diplomats and economists said. 


"Increased iron ore exports and surprisingly good crops gave an unexpected boost to the fragile economy last 
year," World Bank representative Sunil Mathrani told Reuters. Iron ore from the Sahara desert and fishing are 
the main sources of foreign exchange. 


Iron ore exports rose from 10 million tonnes in 1988 to 12.5 last year and are targetted to reach 13.5 in 1990 
owing to a surge in world demand for steel. 


The fast-growing commercial fishing sector earned 285 million dollars in 1988, partly because of better 
policing against illegal fishing in Mauritanian waters, some of the world's richest. 


Tension with Senegal, traditionally a major outlet for Mauritanian trade through the deep-water port of Dakar, 
has dealt a serious economic blow. 


Mauritania, a country the size of France and Spain straddling Arab and black Africa, has a population of 
nearly two million, many of them unskilled nomads driven to towns by recurrent drought. 


The two neighbours closed their border and severed diplomatic links after the riots which killed hundreds in 
both countries. The conflict also uprooted an estimated 400,000 people in the region and revived ancient 
rivalries between black Senegalese and mostly light-skinned, Arabic-speaking Mauritanians. 


"The departure of the Senegalese has affected the sectors of non-commercial fishing, irrigated agriculture 
and jobs in the informal sector such as motor mechanics and builders," the government acknowledged in a 
July report on how to resettle refugees. 


Mauritanians have now filled most of the jobs left vacant except in the building industry but people complain 
of higher prices and lower quality than before. 


Western economists said inflation was expected to double to more than 20 per cent this year. 


"Mauritanian traders, used to profit margins of more than 100 per cent find it hard to adjust to leaner times," 
one economist said. 


The hasty repatriation of the estimated 300,000 Mauritanians who thrived in Senegal as small traders has 
also dried up an important source of foreign exchange. 


"Every other family in Mauritania used to rely financially one way or the other on relatives living a spartan life 
across the border," a diplomat said. 


Mauritania is ranked by the World Bank among the world's least developed countries, with a Gross National 
Product (GNP) per capita of 480 dollars in 1988. Its economy is burdened by a two-billion-dollar foreign debt, 
representing 187 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at end of 1988. 


"Our objective is to halve the debt service ratio to 20 per cent of export earnings in 1991," Planning Minister 
Moustapha Ould Abeiderrahmane told Reuters. 


With Western help the military government of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya adopted a 


three-year economic recovery programme in 1985 which led to sweeping reforms in the fishing, banking, 
energy and public enterprise sectors aimed at reducing the state's role in the economy. 


GDP grew an average 3.6 per cent a year in real terms during that period, compared with a decline of 0.6 per 
cent in 1985, Abeiderrahmane said. 


Last year the government launched a second-stage reform programme backed by the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, and received aid pledges worth 400 million dollars. 


Diplomats said Western donors expressed strong reservations after the deportation -- denied in Nouakchott -- 
of an estimated 50,000 black Mauritanians accused of siding with Senegal. Western governments scaled 
down some of their assistance projects. 


But apart from the Dutch government which is ending its main irrigation project in the Senegal river valley and 
has made no new commitments, no country has pulled out of Mauritania, they said. 
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TUNIS, Jan 21, Reuter - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania has decided not to attend 
the North African summit in Tunis because he is still mourning his wife who died last Tuesday, official sources 
said on Sunday. 


Foreign Minister Cheikh Sid'Ahmed Ould Baba, who is already in Tunis, will represent Mauritania at the 
three-day meeting of the Arab Maghreb Union, they added. 


Earlier on Sunday Tunisian officials said President Taya was expected to arrive by air in the afternoon. 
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TUNIS, Jan 21, Reuter - Algerian President Chadli Benjedid arrived in Tunis for a North African summit on 
Sunday and said the Tunis meeting should set a permanent seal on North African unity. 


Chadli, the second of four heads of state to arrive, said Algeria thought the 11-month-old Arab Maghreb 
Union had not yet fulfilled the hopes of ordinary North Africans. 


"Given the aspirations of our peoples and of the leaders in the Arab Maghreb Union, we can say we think we 
haven't reached the aims to which we aspired," he told reporters on arrival. 


"(But) through this meeting some important achievements will be added to close the door on any going back," 
he added. 


The members of the union are Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi arrived on Saturday, while King Hassan of Morocco and President Maaouya Ould Sid 
of Mauritania are expected later on Sunday. 
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A 53-year-old economist and bookseller called Ladji Traore was arrested in October at his home in 
Nouakchott in Mauritania. He was one of five men - the others were a radio technician, a grocer and two 
businessmen - to be picked up by the security police in the capital in the space of a few days. 


**FULL_TEXT Today, Traore is believed to be detained incommunicado and without charge in one of the 
houses used by police as an interrogation centre somewhere in the city. Unofficial sources say the authorities 
refuse to release him because they suspect he was involved in a group opposed to the government. All that is 
known about him is that he has been a political prisoner before. 


It is five years since President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya came to power in a relatively peaceful coup, 


with a promise to respect human rights. Political prisoners were freed, and barbaric punishments, such as the 
amputation of hands, came to an end. A League of Human Rights was set up. 


However, new political arrests began again in September 1986, and since then torture - including burning 
victims with hot coals - is systematically being used again by the security forces. 


In April 1989, in both Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal, hundreds of people were killed during 
demonstrations and mob violence. It seems the victims were deliberately selected because they belonged to 
certain racial groups. 


Although the violence in Senegal ended in late April, it has continued in Mauritania where people from 
particular southern communities have become the targets of the security forces. Thousands of farmers have 
been expelled or arrested, and many civil servants detained. 


Ladji Traore is one of dozens arrested and held without trial, despite the Mauritanian Code of Penal 
Procedure, which lays down that suspects have to be remanded in custody formally and have their cases 
investigated. 


Over the past couple of years a number of political prisoners, detained in exceptionally harsh conditions, are 
known to have died. In the remote town of Oualata, 750 miles east of the capital, at least four men died 
towards the end of 1988. For months they were given only a small amount of boiled rice to eat every day, 
reducing them to such hunger that they collected grass while outside the prison walls doing hard labour. 
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TUNIS, Jan 22, Reuter - A summit of North African leaders opened two hours late on Monday at the 
presidential palace on the site of ancient Carthage on the outskirts of the Tunisian capital. 


King Hassan of Morocco, President Chadli Benjedid of Algeria and Libya's Muammar Gaddafi joined host 


President Zine el Abidine Ben Ali for the first working summit of the Arab Maghreb Union, set up last 
February. 


Mauritania, the fifth member of the regional grouping, was represented by its foreign minister, Cheikh Ahmed 
Ould Sidi Baba, after President isueujaOuld’slad Anas cancelled his trip following the death of his 
wife. 


The agenda has not been made public, but the five states will be looking at proposals for economic 
integration to help meet the challenge of the 1990s and western Europe's single market. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 8, Reuter - Mauritania's former second-in-command has lost his seat in the ruling 
Military Committee for National Salvation after being replaced as interior minister, official sources said on 
Thursday. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Djibril Ould Abdallahi, widely regarded as number two in the government of President 
AnneaTA lost the interior portfolio in a cabinet shuffle announced on Sunday. 


No official reasons were given for his removal. The ruling military committee is made up of cabinet ministers, 
armed forces chiefs and regional military commanders. 


The son of a French army officer and a Mauritanian, Abdallahi was seen by many as a hardliner in the 
long-running dispute with neighbouring Senegal. 


Some diplomats in the region said his removal could aid current efforts towards peaceful settlement of the 
conflict which led to ethnic riots last year in both countries. 


Senegal and Mauritania severed diplomatic links in August after a border dispute stirred communal violence 
and a mass movement of refugees. Egypt is spearhearding mediation efforts on behalf of the Organisation of 
African Unity. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 14, Reuter - The leaders of Guinea and Gambia are expected here next week to 
mediate in a border dispute between Mauritania and Senegal, official sources said.<General Lansana Conte 
of Guinea and Gambia's President Dawda Jawara will hold talks on Monday with Mauritanian President 

‘Ahmed Taya.<The two West African leaders were initially due in Mauritania and Senegal 
last month but the trip was postponed by the death of Taya's wife.<Senegal and Mauritania severed 
diplomatic relations last year after a minor border dispute sparked off bloody ethnic riots and an exodus of 
refugees. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, current chairman of the Organisation of African Unity, is 
spearheading diplomatic efforts to solve the problem. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 19, Reuter - The leaders of Guinea and Gambia arrived in Nouakchott on Monday for 
a one-day visit to Mauritania and Senegal as part of mediation efforts to reconcile the two West African 
neighbours. 


General Lansana Conte of Guinea and Gambian President Dawda Jawara made no statement at the airport 
and went straight into talks with Mauritanian President | 


Senegal and Mauritania severed diplomatic relations last year after a border incident. Egypt, chairman of the 
50-member Organisation of African Unity (OAV), is leading diplomatic efforts to solve the dispute. 


Conte and Jawara, who have good relations with the Senegalese and Mauritanian leaders, were due in the 
Senegalese capital Dakar later on Monday. 
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DAKAR, May 23, Reuter - Senegal on Wednesday called for peaceful settlement of border disputes which 
have brought armed clashes with Guinea Bissau and kept tensions high with northern neighbour Mauritania. 


Senegalese President Abdou Diouf telephoned President Joao Bernardo Vieira of Guinea Bissau, currently 
visiting Paris, to discuss ways of easing tension after an exchange of artillery fire across their 
densely-wooded border, Information Minister Moustapha Ka said. 


He quoted Diouf as saying he believed the conflict would be resolved soon. Senegalese Foreign Minister 
Seydina Oumar Sy flew unexpectedly to Paris on Tuesday night for talks with Guinean officials accompanying 
Vieira. 


Earlier, Diouf told foreign journalists in Dakar: "There is no reason why our armies should fight. Efforts are 
under way to try to ease the tension quickly and return to peaceful relations between Senegal and Guinea 
Bissau." 


Bissau state radio said at least 17 people -- 15 Senegalese and two Guineans -- had been killed since 
fighting broke out on Saturday. 


Residents contacted by telephone from Dakar said gunfire stopped on Tuesday evening, but hundreds of 
Senegalese villagers fleeing the earlier shelling had sought refuge at Ziguinchor, capital of the southern 
Casamance province. 


Senegal and Guinea Bissau have a long-standing dispute over territorial waters said to be rich in oil. 


Diouf said he was ready for an early meeting with Vieira, probably during the annual Franco-African summit 
scheduled next month in France. 


He also offered to meet Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to discuss ways of settling 


that dispute. 


Dakar and Nouakchott broke off diplomatic relations after a border clash along the river Senegal led to bloody 
communal riots in both countries and a mass exodus of refugees in May 1989. 


Mediation efforts led by Egypt have stalled but Diouf said foreign and interior ministers from Senegal, 
Mauritania and Egypt would meet again in Paris next month and he would be prepared to meet Taya "at any 
moment on neutral grounds and without pre-conditions." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 26, Reuter - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya left Nouakchott on 


Saturday for Iraq to attend next week's Arab summit in Baghdad. 


Iraq is one of Mauritania's closest allies. Foreign press reports said Iraq was planning to establish a secret 
missile base in the Mauritanian desert. 


Senegal, which last year broke off diplomatic links with its northern neighbour Mauritania after bloody ethnic 
riots, has publicly expressed concern at the reports. 
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RABAT, May 27, Reuter - Prime Minister Azeddine Laraki left Rabat on Sunday to represent King Hassan of 
Morocco at the emergency Arab summit in Baghdad, officials said. 


No explanation was given why neither the king nor his elder son Crown Prince Sidi Mohammed will attend 
although Morocco has had cordial relations with lraq for many years. 


Laraki is accompanied by Foreign Minister Abdellatif Filali who returned to Morocco after attending the 
preparatory Arab foreign ministers meeting last week in Baghdad. 


Tunisian President Zine Abidine ben Ali left for Baghdad on Sunday. He received a message from King 
Hassan delivered by his senior political counsellor, Anmed Reda Guedira. The contents of the message were 
not revealed. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who has close relations with Iraq, left for Baghdad 


on Saturday via Tunis. 


Officials in Algiers have said President Chadli Benjedid will be represented by Rabah Bitat, president of the 
national assembly. 
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BAGHDAD, May 28, Reuter - Sixteen Arab heads of state took part in the opening session of an Arab summit 
in the lraqi capital on Monday. Three sent representatives and two countries, Syria and Lebanon, boycotted 
the meeting. 


The heads of the delegations were: 

ALGERIA - Rabah Bitat (speaker of parliament). 

BAHRAIN - The Emir, Sheikh Isa Bin Sulman al-Khalifa. 

DJIBOUTI - President Hassan Gouled. 

EGYPT - President Hosni Mubarak. 

IRAQ - President Saddam Hussein. 

JORDAN - King Hussein. 

KUWAIT - The Emir, Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah. 

LIBYA - Revolutionary leader Muammar Gaddafi. 

MAURITANIA - President Mohammed Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 

MOROCCO - Azzedine Laraki (prime minister). 

OMAN - Thuweini Bin Shehab al-Said (special representative of Sultan Qaboos Bin Said). 
PALESTINE - PLO leader Yasser Arafat (treated by the Arab League as a head of state). 
QATAR - The Emir, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad al-Thani. 

SAUDI ARABIA - King Fahd. 

SOMALIA - President Mohammed Siad Barre. 

SUDAN - Head of state Omar Hassan al-Bashir. 

TUNISIA - President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - President Sheikh Zain Bin Sultan al-Nahayan. 

YEMEN - President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania, Aug 6, Reuter - Iraqi President Saddam Hussein thanked Mauritania on Monday 
for voting against an Arab League resolution condemning its invasion of Kuwait. 


Communications and Transport Minister Mohammed Hamza al-Zubeidi said he conveyed Saddam's thanks 
during a meeting with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in Nouakchott. 


Mauritania, the Palestine Liberation Organisation, Jordan, Sudan, Djibouti and Yemen declined at an Arab 
League meeting in Cairo on Friday to condemn Iraq. 


Document Iba0000020011128dm8602116 


REUTERS 





JORDAN'S KING HUSSEIN IN MOROCCO. 


88 words 

29 August 1990 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1990 Reuters Limited 


RABAT, Aug 29, Reuter - Jordan's King Hussein arrived in Rabat on Wednesday at the end of a tour of the 
five North African states discussing the Gulf crisis. 


He was met by King Hassan of Morocco when he arrived from Nouakchott where he conferred earlier in the 
day with Mauritanian President 


After also visiting Libya, Tunisia and Algeria, King Hussein is expected to leave for Europe on Thursday to 
continue consultations in London, Bonn and Madrid. 
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AFP reported from Dakar on 17th September that Senegalese President Abdou Diouf had received the 
Inter-African Mediation Commission on the Senegal-Mauritania conflict during the preceding week. The 
agency reported that Paul Ssemogerere, the Ugandan Foreign Affairs Minister and head of the delegation, 
had, after the meeting, "stressed the availability of Senegal to settle the conflict! The agency went on to say 
that many mediation efforts had failed in the past because of the two countries’ divergent views on their joint 
border, the issue of compensation and the return of Mauritanian refugees. 


A meeting between the OAU delegation and the Mauritanian leader Col Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya 


took place on 17th September, Office de RadiodiffusionTelevision de Mauritanie (Nouakchott) reported. The 
radio quoted Ssemogerere as saying that "we obtained extremely detailed information that will enable us to 
lay down and prepare our report for the full committee". 
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NICOSIA, Sept 29, Reuter - Mauritania's interior minister arrived in Baghdad on Saturday with a message 
from his president for Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein on developments in the Gulf crisis and bilateral relations, 
Baghdad radio reported. 


The radio said the message from Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was carried by 


Interior Minister Djibril Ould Abdallahi. 


Mauritania is one of several Arab states supporting Baghdad in the Gulf crisis caused by Iraq's August 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 
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RABAT, Nov 13, Reuter - A senior Iraqi envoy arrived in Rabat on Tuesday after Baghdad hinted that it might 
accept Morocco's appeal for a "last chance" Arab summit to avoid war in the Gulf. 


First Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan had said on leaving Baghdad that Iraq supported "any 
serious Arab action at any level that would serve the Arab nation." 


Ramadan will deliver a message from President Saddam Hussein to King Hassan of Morocco and diplomats 
said they expected it would set his conditions for attending. 


Ramadan, quoted by the Iraqi News Agency (INA), said Saddam would attend if Iraq's views on the venue 
and issues to be discussed were taken into consideration. Baghdad had earlier appeared to reject the summit 
call. 


Ramadan said Iraq wanted any gathering to be prepared with "utmost care". The agenda should include all 
Arab issues, including the Palestinians’ demand for their own state. 


Iraq, he said, wanted the summit to realise the "aspirations of the Arab peoples and not a gathering to plot 
against the nation as happened at the conspiratorial Cairo summit". 


At that meeting, eight days after the Iraqi conquest of Kuwait, 12 of the Arab League's 21 members agreed to 
seek foreign help to defend Saudi Arabia. 


Saddam told visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen on Monday that Iraq was ready to offer sacrifices 
for the sake of peace. Qian, according to Gulf-based diplomats, told the lraqi leader China would not veto any 
United Nations Security Council resolution authorising force to drive Iraq out of Kuwait. 


INA said Saddam's message to King Hassan dealt with "the dangers confronting the Arab nation as a result 
of big conspiracy represented by the presence of American-Atlantic ground, naval and air forces in Najd and 
Hijaz (Saudi Arabia)". 


Diplomats said Iraq was apparently trying to seize the diplomatic initiative, while most of the Arab League's 
members were slow in reacting publicly to the summit proposal. 


An official Moroccan source said reaction to the king's proposal for a summit within a week was "generally 
favourable" but few firm commitments to attend had been received so far. 


The source said the government was having "communications problems" with the Gulf states, Yemen and 
others. 


In a Sunday broadcast, the king urged Arab heads of state "to give peace a last chance and meet at a summit 
on the basis of what the international community has decided," an apparent reference to Security Council 
resolutions. 


The U.N. has demanded that Iraq withdraw unconditionally from Kuwait, which it invaded on August 2. 


King Hassan also said the summit should examine "the Arab cause for the liberation of the (Israeli-) occupied 
territories, including Jerusalem." lraq has demanded that the Gulf issue be linked to an overall Middle East 
settlement. 


Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun Hammadi arrived in Tunis on Tuesday with a message from Saddam for 
President Zine Abidine Ben Ali. 


Hammadi delivered a similar message earlier to Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi and is due to travel 
on to Algeria to see President Chadli Benjedid. 


Suet said a Hassan would also receive a message from Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould ey 


delivered by his Education Minister Mokhtar Ould Haye, who arrived in Rabat on Monday 
night. 


Mauritania and the Palestine Liberation Organisation have said they are willing to attend the summit. Sudan 
was also reported on Tuesday to be in favour and Jordanian officials have expressed approval. 


The Moroccan foreign ministry said Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Vladimir Petrovski was expected later on 
Tuesday to discuss the crisis at the start of a tour which will also take him to Algeria, Tunisia and Libya. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 23, Reuter - Algerian President Chadli Benjedid, on a whirlwind international tour to 
seek a peaceful solution to the Gulf crisis, arrived on Sunday in Mauritania, a West African ally of Iraq. 


Chadli, a veteran Middle East mediator, made no statement to reporters before meeting President Maaouya > 
He flew in from talks with Morocco's King Hassan, after previously seeing Pope John Paul and leaders in 
Italy, France and Spain. 


Earlier, Chadli spent a week touring nine Middle Eastern and North African countries including Iraq, Libya and 
Tunisia. 


Mauritania, which is dominated by Arabic-speaking Moors but has a large black African population, supports 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis triggered by the August 2 invasion of Kuwait. 
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NICOSIA, Dec 24, Reuter - Bellicose comments from U.S. and Iraqi military leaders kept the Gulf war clock 
ticking towards the January 15 deadline set by the United Nations for Baghdad to quit Kuwait or face military 
action. 


Military sources in Saudi Arabia said on Sunday that U.S. forces in the Gulf region had been put on a high 
state of alert in case Iraq tried to stage a surprise attack over Christmas. 


U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Cheney said in Cairo that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein showed no sign of 
planning to withdraw from Kuwait and the clock was ticking towards war. 


"Today | see no sign that Saddam Hussein intends to withdraw his forces from Kuwait," Cheney told reporters 
after a meeting with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 


Cheney, who had previously had five days of strategy talks in Saudi Arabia with senior U.S. and Saudi 
officers, said: "The clock is ticking as each day goes by and he (Saddam) does not begin the withdrawal of 
his forces." 


Iraq's new defence minister said his forces were ready to scorch the earth under the feet of the nearly 
500,000-strong U.S.-dominated force in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 


"Cheney and his aides will see how the land will burn under their feet not only in Iraq...but also in eastern 
Saudi Arabia, which will be set ablaze by Saudi warriors and our Arab people afflicted by the treachery of 
(Saudi King) Fahd," Lieutenant- General Saadi Tu'ma Abbas told the official Iraqi News Agency. 


Half of Baghdad was blacked out for 10 minutes on Sunday, in a war-readiness drill affecting millions of 
people. 


On Saturday, U.S. President George Bush and British Prime Minister John Major said it would be up to 
Saddam to choose war or peace. 


But U.S. Senate Democratic leader George Mitchell later predicted that Congress would not give Bush "a 
U.N.-type resolution, a blank-cheque authorisation" to attack Iraq if it stayed in Kuwait beyond the deadline 
set by the Security Council. 


One of the few remaining doves, Algerian President Chadli Benjedid, continued a peace mission, moving on 
to Mauritania, a West African ally of lraq. 


Chadli, a veteran Middle East mediator, made no statement to reporters before meeting President Maaouya > 


Chadli spent last week touring nine Middle Eastern and North African countries, including Iraq, Libya and 
Tunisia, and met Pope John Paul and leaders of Italy, France and Spain before flying to Nouakchott. 


A clash of religions and culture derailed a Sunday meeting in Riyadh between French Defence Minister 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement and his Saudi counterpart, Prince Sultan. 


Scheduled talks between the two were cancelled after Saudi authorities banned two Christmas rock concerts 
for French troops, French sources said. 


On the periphery of the crisis zone, in the deadliest single accident for U.S. forces in the Gulf region, 21 
sailors were confirmed dead after a ferry returning them to their ship after leave in Israel capsized in the 
Mediterranean on Friday night. 


On Sunday, American sailors wept for their shipmates during a memorial service aboard the aircraft carrier 
Saratoga. 


At least 70 U.S. troops have died in accidents since Bush launched Operation Desert Shield shortly after 
Iraq's August 2 invasion of Kuwait. 


A British member of parliament said Iraq had vowed to attack British and American interests around the world 
if allied forces began a war in the Gulf. 


"We were told by a member of the Revolution Command Council (Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan) that...if the United States attacks then they will attack American and British interests around the 
world," Bernie Grant, of the opposition Labour Party, told reporters in Amman after a five-day visit to 
Baghdad. 


Germany advised its nationals not to travel to any country bordering Iraq because of the threat of war. 
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NICOSIA, Dec 24, Reuter - Bellicose comments from U.S. and Iraqi military leaders kept the Gulf war clock 
ticking towards the January 15 deadline set by the United Nations for Baghdad to quit Kuwait or face military 
action. 


Military sources in Saudi Arabia said on Sunday that U.S. forces in the Gulf region had been put on a high 
state of alert in case Iraq tried to stage a surprise attack over Christmas. 


U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Cheney said in Cairo that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein showed no sign of 
planning to withdraw from Kuwait and the clock was ticking towards war. 


"Today | see no sign that Saddam Hussein intends to withdraw his forces from Kuwait," Cheney told reporters 
after a meeting with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 


Cheney, who had previously had five days of strategy talks in Saudi Arabia with senior U.S. and Saudi 
officers, said: "The clock is ticking as each day goes by and he (Saddam) does not begin the withdrawal of 
his forces." 


Iraq's new defence minister said his forces were ready to scorch the earth under the feet of the nearly 
500,000-strong U.S.-dominated force in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 


"Cheney and his aides will see how the land will burn under their feet not only in Iraq...but also in eastern 
Saudi Arabia, which will be set ablaze by Saudi warriors and our Arab people afflicted by the treachery of 
(Saudi King) Fahd," Lieutenant- General Saadi Tu'ma Abbas told the official Iraqi News Agency. 


Half of Baghdad was blacked out for 10 minutes on Sunday, in a war-readiness drill affecting millions of 
people. 


On Saturday, U.S. President George Bush and British Prime Minister John Major said it would be up to 
Saddam to choose war or peace. 


But U.S. Senate Democratic leader George Mitchell later predicted that Congress would not give Bush "a 
U.N.-type resolution, a blank-cheque authorisation" to attack Iraq if it stayed in Kuwait beyond the deadline 
set by the Security Council. 


One of the few remaining doves, Algerian President Chadli Benjedid, continued a peace mission, moving on 
to Mauritania, a West African ally of lraq. 


Chadli, a veteran Middle East mediator, made no statement to reporters before meeting President Maaouya > 


Chadli spent last week touring nine Middle Eastern and North African countries, including Iraq, Libya and 
Tunisia, and met Pope John Paul and leaders of Italy, France and Spain before flying to Nouakchott. 


A clash of religions and culture derailed a Sunday meeting in Riyadh between French Defence Minister 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement and his Saudi counterpart, Prince Sultan. 


Scheduled talks between the two were cancelled after Saudi authorities banned two Christmas rock concerts 
for French troops, French sources said. 


On the periphery of the crisis zone, in the deadliest single accident for U.S. forces in the Gulf region, 21 
sailors were confirmed dead after a ferry returning them to their ship after leave in Israel capsized in the 
Mediterranean on Friday night. 


On Sunday, American sailors wept for their shipmates during a memorial service aboard the aircraft carrier 
Saratoga. 


At least 70 U.S. troops have died in accidents since Bush launched Operation Desert Shield shortly after 
Iraq's August 2 invasion of Kuwait. 


A British member of parliament said Iraq had vowed to attack British and American interests around the world 
if allied forces began a war in the Gulf. 


"We were told by a member of the Revolution Command Council (Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan) that...if the United States attacks then they will attack American and British interests around the 
world," Bernie Grant, of the opposition Labour Party, told reporters in Amman after a five-day visit to 
Baghdad. 


Germany advised its nationals not to travel to any country bordering Iraq because of the threat of war. 
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MYSTERY surrounds the whereabouts of the wife and family of Iraqi President Mr Saddam Hussein amid 
speculation that they have fled Iraq. 


While ordinary lragis are forbidden to leave the wartorn country, Mr Saddam's wife of 30 years, 55-year-old 
Sagida, is believed to have escaped with a handful of relatives and senior government officials. 


Before the bombardment of Iraq began Mr Saddam vowed to "fight to the very last child", but unconfirmed 
reports claim he ordered those closest to him to leave the front line in a secret military airlift. 


Western diplomatic sources say at least four Iraqi planes, two Iraqi Airways jets and two military aircraft, 
arrived in the pro-lraqi West African republic of Mauritania, provoking claims the passengers included Mr 
Saddam's family. 


But the confusion over their whereabouts was compounded yesterday by a Switzerland-based British 
journalist's claim that Mr Saddam's wife has been in Geneva since the January 15 United Nations deadline 
for Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait. 


He said she was suspected of being in a heavily-guarded Geneva villa belonging to Iraq's UN ambassador, 
Mr Ibrahim Al-Takriti. 


"We don't know she's there for sure because we have not had a sighting, but the British and American secret 
services are certain," a senior Swiss police officer was quoted as saying. 


He said the villa was under surveillance by police. 


But according to other reports in London, the family and senior members of Mr Saddam's Ba'ath Party are 
guests of Islamic Mauritania's government. 


They have reportedly been given a safe haven by Mauritanian President Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed 
, who has remained one of Iraq's few allies in recent months. 


But the Mauritanian government has denied reports that Mr Saddam's family has been given refuge in the 
country. 


"This is the most ridiculous rumour | have heard. It is not worthy of comment," an aide to Colonel Taya said. 
"The West is well-placed to know exactly where Saddam Hussein's family is." 


His denial was backed by a high-ranking official from the US Embassy in Nouakchott, Mr David Bennett, who 
said "we don't give this rumour any credence whatsoever". 


The Foreign Office in London said it had nothing to add to the rumours, which began reaching European 
diplomats on Friday. 


Mr Saddam was betrothed from childhood to Sagida, his cousin and the daughter of his guardian, Khairallah 
Tulfah, before marrying in 1958. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 14, Reuter - Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun Hammadi, on a brief visit to 
Mauritania, said Iraq wanted to transform the Gulf War into a conflict between the Arab world and the West. 


Iraq hoped to achieve "the rupture of diplomatic and economic relations between the Arab world and the 
Western allies," Hammadi told a news conference late on Wednesday. 


Hammadi said he had held constructive talks with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 


Mauritania, a mostly Moslem country bridging Arab and black Africa, is Iraq's strongest supporter in West 
Africa. 


Hammadi denied that Iraq possessed nuclear weapons and ridiculed speculation that Iraq had missiles based 
in Mauritania. 


But he said Baghdad would not hesitate to employ chemical or biological weapons if the allies resort to 
nuclear arms. 


"The morale of our people and our armed forces is extremely high despite the systematic destruction of my 
country," he added before flying to Sudan. 


Hammadi declined to meet Spanish Foreign Minister Francisco Fernandez Ordonez, also on an official visit to 
Mauritania to discuss the Gulf War, because he said he saw no useful purpose in doing so. 


Document Iba0000020011124dn2e00Ikp 


REUTERS 





MAURITANIA AND SUDAN CONDEMN ALLIED OFFENSIVE. 


142 words 

25 February 1991 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1991 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 25, Reuter - Mauritania and Sudan on Monday condemned the allied ground offensive 
in the Gulf War, saying the goal was not just to liberate Kuwait but to destroy Iraq. 


The offensive "goes beyond the aim of liberating Kuwait and seeks the destruction of the human, economic, 
scientific and military capacities of Iraq," said a joint communique released in the Mauritanian capital 
Nouakchott. 


Sudan’ s President Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan al-Bashir and Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould _ 
called on the international community to bring a halt to the conflict as soon as possible. 


The two leaders met to discuss relations between the two mostly-Moslem countries. 


Mauritania is one of Iraq's strongest backers in West Africa and has been the site of several demonstrations 
in favour of President Saddam Hussein. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 7, Reuter - Mauritania announced an amnesty on Thursday for all remaining political 
prisoners, some of whom had been jailed for as long as five years. 


Among those freed were the remainder of 100 black army and naval officers, customs inspectors and other 
oa ane officials jailed last November following an alleged coup against President roar Fae 


About 40 suspected plotters were released on Friday. 


Government sources in the capital Nouakchott said the government was unable to produce proof of the plot, 
which diplomats viewed as part of continuing efforts by the ruling Arabic-speaking Moors to subdue black 
Mauritanians. 


The London-based human rights group Amnesty International said in January it feared an increase in torture 
of black Mauritanians held by the government without trial and made an urgent appeal on behalf of 15 army 
officers held since mid-December. 


Others freed by the decree included one prisoner found guilty of plotting a coup in 1986 and about 50 officers 
and civilians implicated in 1987 efforts by the pro-lraqi Baath party to enlist military officers. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 5, Reuter - About 60 prisoners accused of plotting to overthrow Mauritanian President 
HERS OUaSTA: are to go on trial next week, human rights sources in the West African 
country said on Friday. 


On the same day, the London-based human rights group Amnesty International appealed to the Nouakchott 
government to investigate the fate of more than 200 political prisoners alleged to have been executed or 
tortured to death. 


Amnesty said the detainees were jailed last November, when the government of the huge Saharan nation 
said it foiled plans for a military coup. 


Mauritania said last month it was freeing all remaining political prisoners, but Amnesty said more than 70 
people were still held in detention at Nouadhibou, the country's second biggest town. 


The sources in Nouakchott said some people arrested in connection with the alleged coup had been freed but 
about 60 were due to go on trial on Tuesday at the country's Special Court of Justice. 


There was no official reaction to the Amnesty report. 


Amnesty said most of those held were black Peul southerners. Tension between Peuls and the light-skinned, 
Arabic-speaking Moors who dominate Mauritania has erupted into violence several times in the past few 
years. 


An Amnesty report last October said the government had launched an undeclared war against its black 
citizens, with killings, torture and disappearances reaching an unprecedented level. Hundreds of unarmed 
villagers had been killed, it said. 
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PARIS, April 5, Reuter - Amnesty International wants Mauritania to open an inquiry into the fate of more than 
200 political prisoners allegedly executed or dead after torture following their arrest last November. 


The human rights group said in a statement to be released on Friday that it was appealing to the Nouakchott 
aa to investigate the fate of the 200, jailed after an alleged coup against President 


Amnesty quoted prisoners freed late last year as saying some detainees were executed without trial, 
including 33 soldiers hanged on November 27 at the Inal barracks. 


"In most cases, however, prisoners did not survive torture, mistreatment and difficult conditions of detention," 
the statement said. "Those freed described the tortures they underwent; the bodies and faces of some are 
covered in scars." 


Amnesty said it had initially received information that 15 people died under torture. But since March it had 
received the names of some 100 more, bringing the total believed to have died since November to over 200. 


Many died after being hung upside down and having the soles of their feet thrashed, it said. Others were 
given electric shocks or burnt all over the body. 


Amnesty said that most of those arrested in November and December in connection with the alleged coup 
were black Peul southerners while the government was dominated by light-skinned Arab-speaking Moors. 


Mauritania last March said it was freeing all remaining political prisoners, including the last of 100 black army 
and naval officers and government officials jailed in November. 


But Amnesty said more than 70 people were still held in detention at Nouadhibou, the country's second 
biggest town. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 15, Reuter - Mauritania's military leader President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


has promised multi-party elections and a constitutional referendum before the end of the year in the huge 
desert country. 


In a radio and television speech broadcast on Sunday night, Colonel Taya said an unlimited number of 
political parties would be legalised in the military-run state on Africa's north-west coast. 


Elections would be held by the end of the year for a national assembly and senate, and a referendum 
organised on a new constitution to replace one suspended when the army seized power in 1978. 


Taya, who took power seven years ago in a bloodless coup, made no mention of presidential elections. 


The reforms stop short of growing demands from Mauritania's opposition groups for Taya's resignation and a 
national conference on political change as pro-democracy sentiment sweeps Africa. 


Taya's speech coincided with celebrations for the end of the holy month of Ramadan in this overwhelmingly 
Moslem country. 
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NOUAKCHOTT Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has promised multiparty elections 


and a constitutional referendum before the end of the year. In a speech broadcast on the weekend, Colonel 
Taya said an unlimited number of political parties would be legalized in the military-run state on Africa's 
northwest coast. Col. Taya, who took power seven years ago in a bloodless coup, made no mention of 
presidential elections. Reuter 
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PARIS, April 16, Reuter - Mauritanian exile groups in France said on Tuesday that President 


promise this week to move the country towards democracy was a diversion and called his 
regime dictatorial and racist. 






The Paris-based National Democratic Movement (MND) and the Front for Unity, Independence and 
Democracy in Mauritania (FRUIDEM) were reacting to a promise of multi-party elections and a constitutional 
referendum annonced by Taya in Nouakchott on Sunday. 


The two groups said in a joint statement that they "disqualified the dictatorial and racist regime...which 
undertook an activity of diversion, in particular a so-called democratic opening ruled by the military in power". 
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(ME/1055 i-a) On 24th April the Mauritanian head of state and President of the Military Committee for 
National Salvation, Col Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, received Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, 
who had arrived in Mauritania earlier that day from Libya, Office de RadiodiffusionTelevision de Mauritanie 


(Nouakchott) reported. Aziz arrived in Rabat on 25th April on an unannounced visit to Morocco, according to 
France Inter (Paris). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 27, Reuter - Tens of thousands of people marched in Mauritania in support of 
government plans to permit multi-party democracy, official sources said on Saturday. 


The march on Friday evening was the biggest demonstration ever seen in Nouakchott, capital of this dusty, 
Sahelian country that is the bridge between black Africa and the Arab north. 


Soldiers at first tried to contain the demonstration, but later marchers shouting pro-democracy slogans 
approached to within a quarter mile of the presidency. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's military leader, earlier this month promised 


multi-party elections and a constitutional referendum this year. 


Opposition groups in exile in France said the moves were a diversion and called his government, run largely 
by the country's Arab population, dictatorial and racist. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 7, Reuter - Mauritania's newly-formed opposition movement on Friday demanded the 
immediate release of eight of its leaders arrested earlier this week. 


The eight, including former interior minister Djibril Ould Abdallahi, were detained on Wednesday night soon 
after launching the United Democratic Front of Forces for Change (FDUC). 


Official sources said the arrests were linked with anti-government riots last Sunday in Nouadhibou, 
Mauritania's main port on the Atlantic coast. 


The FDUC is campaigning to speed up political reform in the huge desert country. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who took power in a 1984 coup, has promised multi-party 


elections and a constitutional referendum before the end of the year. 


But opposition groups have demanded Taya's resignation and a national conference to debate political 
reform. 


Mauritania's old constitution was suspended after an earlier coup in 1978. The West African country has been 
a one-party state since 1964. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 11, Reuter - Mauritanians vote on Friday on whether to approve the huge Saharan 
country's first multi-party constitution since independence three decades ago. 


The opposition has called for a boycott of the referendum, saying the document gives sweeping powers to the 
president and is racist because it discriminates against Mauritania's blacks. 


"It's a veiled dictatorship," said a spokesman for the United Democratic Front for Forces of Change (FDUC), 
an umbrella organisation for eight major opposition groups. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who has ruled the one-party state on Africa's north-western 


coast since he seized power in a 1984 coup, has promised multi-party elections before the end of the year. 


The new constitution, which would replace one suspended after an earlier coup in 1978, allows for an 
unlimited number of political parties. A president elected by universal suffrage would appoint the whole 
cabinet including the prime minister. 


Critics point out that the president, who also commands the armed forces, could be prosecuted only for high 
treason, and then only by majority vote in both houses of parliament. 


"Effectively, it means he could never be prosecuted whatever he does," said the FDUC spokesman, who 
asked not to be named. The FDUC's seven leaders were arrested last month immediately after it was 
launched, and its members now work in semi-secrecy. 


Opposition sources say they are worried the government will manipulate vital laws governing political parties 
and press freedom which are due to be published in two weeks' time. 


Mauritanian refugees in neighbouring Senegal also called on Thursday for a boycott. 


The appeal by a group called Deported and Exiled Mauritanian Women in Senegal (FMDES) was signed by 
4,267 women refugees. 


"We believe that any democratisation process is only possible in Mauritania...once national reconciliation is 
restored," the group said in a statement in Dakar. 


Officials say the constitution, backed by Taya's ruling Military Committee for National Salvation (CMSN), 
gives the head of state the firm hand he needs to govern the poor and ethnically diverse country straddling 
Black and Arab Africa. 


But critics say the document cements what they see as creeping Arabisation by the fair-skinned Moors who 
dominate the government. They say the constitution, which enshrines Arabic as the sole official language, 
fails to spell out Mauritania's multi-ethnic character. 


"It's ambiguous," said an academic from the black Hal-Pulaar tribe. "It just says Mauritania is an Arab and 
African state -- but you can say the same of Tunisia." 


Tension between the Moors and the Hal-Pulaar erupted into racial violence in 1989 when hundreds of people 
were killed in Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal. Human rights organisations accuse Mauritania of 
systematically torturing and killing hundreds of Hal-Pulaar. 


Census results have never been published in Mauritania but unofficial estimates say the Hal-Pulaar 
outnumber "white" Moors, although a large community of black former slaves is broadly aligned with the 
Moors. 


The FDUC spokesman said it would call on Mauritania's two million population to boycott the referendum. 
The National Democratic Movement (MND), one of the FDUC's participating groups, has already urged 
Mauritanians not to vote. 


Political commentators on all sides say the constitution is sure to be approved by a big majority of those who 
do turn out. 


"Everything is set for the referendum to succeed, judging by the population's massive support for the draft 
constitution," the official daily Chaab (The People) reported. 


"The main question is whether the turnout will be high enough to give the result credibility," one diplomat said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 12, Reuter - Mauritanians voted for or against their first multi-party constitution on 
Friday, but observers said an expected low turnout would cast doubt on the the result. 


Underground opposition groups urged a boycott, saying the new consitution gives too much power to the 
head of state and ignores the aspirations of black, non-Arab people in the south. 


Polling was calm in Nouakchott, capital of the huge Saharan country on Africa's northwestern edge. 
Residents and officials said it seemed even fewer people were voting than in city elections last December, 
when turnout was around 25 per cent. 


"Perhaps they're waiting till later," said electoral officer Mohamed Ould Boudidda, handing out green "Yes" 
and pink "No" ballot slips to a trickle of voters in a dusty schoolhouse. 


He said 60 out of 1,000 people registered at his polling station had cast their ballot in the first 2-1/2 hours of 
voting. Polls opened at 0700 GMT and are due to close at 1900. 


The referendum is the first step of a reform timetable leading to multi-party elections in Mauritania, which has 
been run on one-party lines virtually since independence from France in 1960. 


Opposition groups say the new constitution, drafted by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's ruling 
Military Committee for National Salvation, hands massive powers to the head of state and fails to recognise 
Mauritania's multi-racial character as a bridge between Black Africa and the Arab world. 


They accuse Taya's Arab-run government of trying to impose its language and culture on black southerners 
with their own distinct heritage. 


"As an African | don't see myself in that constitution -- it's made for Arabs," one activist said. 


Members of black ethnic groups such as the Hal-Pulaar complain that voting cards and lists of voters are in 
Arabic only -- a language many cannot speak, far less read. 


"People don't want to vote. They're not happy," one black teacher said. 


Tension between the Hal-Pulaar and the dominant Arab Moors erupted into racial violence two years ago in 
which hundreds of people were killed in Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal. Human rights groups have 
since accused Mauritania of torturing and killing hundreds of Hal-Pulaar. 


Most of those voting on Friday were fair-skinned Moors or Haratin, black former slaves who share the 
Moorish culture. 


Administrative problems meant many voters trudged from one polling station to another looking for their name 
on voting lists. 


"It's a total mess," said one man, sweeping off angrily in his traditional desert robes. 
The government says it is confident of a huge "yes" vote. 


"We have provided for democracy -- full democracy. That is what our people wanted," Taya said after casting 
his ballot. 


Opposition sources and independent observers agree the majority of votes cast will be in favour of the 
constitution, but question whether enough people will vote to give the result legitimacy. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 13, Reuter - Mauritania's voters have given a massive "yes" to a proposed new 
multiparty constitution, early referendum results showed on Saturday. 


But opposition groups who called for a boycott of Friday's poll in the northwest African desert state said 
government turnout figures were exaggerated. 


With most results gathered in Nouakchott, the interior ministry said 95 per cent of the capital's voters 
approved the draft constitution in a straight "yes-or-no" ballot. It said the turnout in the capital was 80 per 
cent, compared with only 25 per cent in municipal elections last December. 


Results from the interior of the huge Saharan country were still arriving but were also overwhelmingly in 
favour, with a turnout of more than 95 per cent, the ministry said. 


national unanimity which confers the constitution with moral and political force," the official daily Horizons said 
in an editorial. 


Independent analysts had predicted a huge "yes" vote nationwide but a low turnout in Nouakchott, where 
Mauritania's underground opposition urged voters to boycott the referendum. 


Government opponents say the new constitution gives the president excessive powers and fails to represent 
the black, non-Arabic speakers who make up around one third of the two million population. 


Journalists observing the referendum saw little sign of a rush to the polls, and many black Mauritanians said 
they did not vote. Many people also complained that bad organisation stopped them casting their ballot. 


"Frankly it's curious," one opposition supporter said. "Everyone knew it would be passed with a huge majority 
because any protest is suppressed. But anyone could see there weren't that many people voting yesterday." 


No official opposition comment was available. Leaders of a fledgling anti-government movement were 
arrested and sent into internal exile last month. 


Some observers said the turnout was boosted at the last moment when the government drove busloads of 
voters to polling stations and late voters arrived after Friday prayers in the devoutly Moslem country. 


The new constitution replaces one suspended after a military coup in 1978. Mauritania has been run on 
one-party lines for most of the time since independence from France in 1960. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's military leader since 1984, has promised multiparty 


elections before the end of the year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 13, Reuter - A referendum on Mauritania's first ever multi-party constitution appeared to 
attract a low turnout but political analysts said the result was sure to be an overwhelming "yes". 


Underground opposition groups in the huge Saharan country called for a boycott of Friday's poll, and bad 
organisation kept others from voting. 


Unofficial estimates suggested overall turnout in the sand- strewn capital Nouakchott was similar to the 25 
per cent seen in municipal elections last December. 


Officials at one polling station in central Nouakchott said between 15 per cent and 22 per cent of registered 
voters had cast their ballot. But officials at another voting centre in the shantytown outskirts said some 80 per 
cent showed up. 


Political analysts said voting also was likely to be higher in the interior of the vast north-west African country, 
which straddles Black Africa and the Arab world. Between a quarter and a third of Mauritania's two million 
people live in Nouakchott. 


First official results were expected on Saturday. 


"The constitution will be adopted by a huge majority of those who do vote -- that's certain," one diplomat said. 


The constitution, drafted by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's ruling Military Committee for 


National Salvation (CMSN), paves the way for multi-party elections after nearly 30 years of one-party rule. 


But opposition groups have called for a boycott, saying it hands massive powers to the head of state and fails 
to recognise Mauritania's multi-racial character. 


Tension between the dominant Arabic-speaking Moors and southern black tribes erupted into racial violence 
two years ago in which hundreds of people were killed in Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal. Human rights 
groups have since accused Mauritania of torturing and killing hundreds of black citizens. 


Many black Mauritanians complained that voting cards and lists of voters were in Arabic only -- a language 
many of them cannot speak or read. 


Administrative problems meant many voters trudged from one polling station to another looking for their name 
on voting lists. 


Mauritania has seen little overt pro-democracy unrest but diplomats say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 
coup, has promised multi-party politics to defuse donor pressure and growing domestic anger over the 
government's human rights record. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 14, Reuter - Mauritanian voters have given a massive "yes" to the military government's 
new multi-party constitution but opposition groups accused it of manipulating the poll. 


Final results of Friday's referendum in the north-west African desert state showed 97.94 per cent of voters 
approved the draft constitution in a straight "yes-or-no" ballot, on a national turnout of just over 85 per cent. 


"Once more you have proved your support for the national administration, which assures you of its 
determination to complete the democratic process in which the country is engaged," Interior Minister Cheikh 
Sid'Ahmed Ould Baba said after announcing the results on national radio on Saturday. 


"This aim can only be achieved by closing ranks and strongly resisting anything which could harm our unity 
and the gains we have made." 


Independent analysts had predicted a huge national "yes" vote but a low turnout in Nouakchott, where 
Mauritania's underground opposition urged voters to boycott the referendum. 


Government opponents say the new constitution gives the president excessive powers and fails to represent 
Mauritania's black, non-Arabic speaking communities who form around a third of the two million population. 


Earlier near-final results put Nouakchott's turnout at 80 per cent, compared with only 25 per cent in municipal 
elections last December. 


"Frankly it's curious," one opposition activist said. "Everyone knew (the constitution) would be passed with a 
huge majority because any protest is suppressed. But anyone could see there weren't that many people 
voting yesterday.” 


No official opposition comment was available. Leaders of a fledgling anti-government movement were 
arrested and sent into internal exile last month. 


Journalists observing the referendum saw little sign of a rush to the polls. Many black Mauritanians said they 
refused to vote and many people said bad organisation prevented them casting their ballot. 


Some opposition supporters alleged local authorities threatened to withhold welfare food supplies unless they 
voted. Others complained that voting cards and voters' lists were in Arabic, a language few southern 
Mauritanian blacks can read. 


Racial tension between the dominant Arabic-speaking Moors and black southerners exploded into violence 
two years ago in which hundreds of people were killed. Human rights groups accuse the Arab-run 
government of torturing and killing hundreds of black citizens. 


The new constitution, drafted by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's ruling Military Committee for 


National Salvation, replaces a document suspended after a coup in 1978. 
Mauritania has been run on one-party lines virtually since independence from France in 1960. 
Taya, Mauritania's military leader since 1984, has promised multi-party elections before the end of the year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 28, Reuter - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has moved army 


chief of staff Colonel Anmed Ould Minnih to the post of interior minister, national radio said on Sunday. 


The radio, quoting a government statement, said Lieutenant- Colonel Mohamed Ould Boukreiss, formerly 
head of the national airline Air Mauritania, had been named to replace Minnih. 


The former interior minister, Lieutenant-Colonel Cheikh Sid'Ahmed Ould Baba, will conduct Taya's 
presidential campaign for elections in December, official sources said. 


The ruling Military Committee of National Salvation also announced laws governing formation of new political 
parties. 


It said that no party might be opposed to Islam, the official state religion, and none could be organised along 
racial or regional lines. 


The guidelines seemed designed to block formation of a party exclusively designed to promote the interests 
of the desert country's black population, many of whom feel oppressed by the ruling fair-skinned Moors of 
Arab and Berber descent. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 28, Reuter - Following is the Mauritanian cabinet following a change in the Interior 
Minister announced on Saturday: 


President, Head of Military Committee of National Salvation, 


Defence Minister................. Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


MINISTERS: 

Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...............0 Hasni Ould DIDI 
Interior & Telecommunications........... Col Mohamed Ould MINNIH 
Transport & Supplies... Lt-Col Dieng Oumar HAROUNA 
Health & Social Affairs... Mohamed Ould HAIMER 
JUSTICE sssecclinccleteetiachesdenciaes Sow Adama SAMBA 


Fisheries & Maritime Economy.......... Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
FINANCE ci. eieesinis eels: Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 
Planning & Employment............... Mohamedou Ould MICHEL 
Trade, Craft Industry and Tourism................. Soumare OUMAR 
Industry & MiNning........ eee Boullah Ould MOGUEYA 


Rural Development.......... Lt-Col Mohamed Ould Sid'Ahmed LEKHAL 


Equcecattion....0..eecccesseeeeeeeeneeeenes Mokhtar Ould HAYE 

Water & Energy... Moustapha Ould ABEIDERRAHMANE 
Culture & Islamic Affairs... Didi Ould BOUNAAMA 
Information... Ahmed Ould Khalifa Ould JIDDOU 


Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports....Abderahmane Ould MOINE 


In charge of the State-controlled Sector....Ethmane Sid'Ahmed 


EL YESSA 
Counsellor to the President................. Lt-Col Ndiaye KANE 
Central Bank Governot.............::0::ceeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 
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DAKAR, July 31, Reuter - Black guerrillas fighting Mauritania's Arab-led government declared a truce on 
Wednesday after a general amnesty in the northwest African country. 


In a statement from their base in neighbouring Senegal, the African Liberation Forces of Mauritania (FLAM) 
announced "immediate suspension of the armed struggle" against the government, which they accuse of 
oppressing blacks. 


It said the move responded to an amnesty announced on Monday for prisoners accused of crimes against the 
state and other political charges. Those released included eight prominent opposition leaders held under 
house arrest since early June. 


FLAM said it continued its demands for a national pro-democracy conference and the return of tens of 
thousands of black Mauritanians expelled to Senegal in 1989 after race riots in the two countries. 


FLAM, set up eight years ago to fight for the rights of black non-Arabic-speaking Mauritanians, has mounted 
low-level guerrilla raids across the border from Senegal. 


Human rights groups such as Amnesty International have accused the government, dominated by minority 
Arabs, of killing and torturing hundreds of blacks. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya recently announced multi-party reforms in the military-ruled state. 


A referendum three weeks ago overwhelmingly approved a new pluralist constitution. 
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A letter from the widows, wives, sisters and mothers of prisoners who have died under torture, been severel 
injured or who have "disappeared", has been delivered to the President of Mauritania, Colonel zasngae 
Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, It comes from Nouadhibou, Mauritania's second-largest city. This is the second of 
these letters. The first, delivered earlier this year, came from women in the capital, Nouakchott. They are 


calling for news and a "frank response" to what has happened to the hundreds of black Mauritanians 
suddenly and arbitrarily arrested during last year. 


Last month, a former detainee wrote a letter and sent it to a human rights organisation in this country. In it, he 
described conditions in the jails at Walata and Aioun where he had been held. Ten detainees, he wrote, had 
been forced to sleep on the bare floor, and were constantly woken and taken off for interrogation and torture. 


He had been given electric shocks, burnt with lighted cigarettes, had his nails pulled out, and been left naked 
and freezing, after being hosed down with cold water. After his release, he spent some time in hospital. Now, 
discharged, he seems unable to recover. 


In April 1989, both Mauritania and neighbouring Senegal saw political upheavals in which hundreds of people 
were deliberately killed in mob violence, apparently only because they came from particular racial groups. In 
Mauritania, the victims were black, selected purely on racial grounds in a country beset by increasing conflict 
between ruling Moors and blacks. Despite undertakings by the President to respect human rights in his 
country, several hundred black Mauritanians were arrested. Not long afterwards there was a sudden spate of 
deaths in the prisons, after torture which the government did nothing to prevent. 


Earlier this year, when the government declared an amnesty for political prisoners, it emerged that the attacks 
on black Mauritanians had been more ferocious than anyone had suspected. Former detainees emerged 
from months of solitary confinement to reveal that more than 200 black political prisoners had died, either 
executed, or after appalling torture. Some have left prison crippled and paralysed. A number have since died. 
With the freeing of these prisoners also came the revelation that the arrests had in fact been on a scale no 
one had realised - between 1,000 and 3,000 people had been picked up. Almost all were either military or 
worked for the civil service. Most of those who had died belonged to the Halpulaar ethnic group. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, August 18, Reuter - Mauritania on Sunday announced an amnesty for people sentenced in 
absentia who have been in exile for 15 years or more. 


A decree published in the capital Nouakchott was the second amnesty programme announced by President 
Hadouya Ould Sia Ahmasa Taya in three weeks. It said those eligible had one month to apply, after which 
the programme would expire. 


Taya's government has on several occasions denounced what it claimed were plots by the desert country's 
blacks to overthrow the ruling Moorish elite. 


Amnesty International and other human rights groups have accused the government of killing, torturing and 
imprisoning hundreds of blacks. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 9, Reuter - More than 100 journalists signed a petition in Mauritania on Monday 
protesting against a ban on a monthly journal which carried reports of slavery and racial bias. 


The journalists said the government decision to bar the sale of the independent Mauritanie-Demain violated a 
press freedom law enacted in July. 


The government banned an issue of the magazine which described the arrest and torture of black 


Mauritanian soldiers suspected of plotting to overthrow the Moorish and Arab-backed government of 
President Hsu SORIA Sia AREA Tas, 


It also carried a report of a 12-year-old girl who escaped after allegedly being sold into slavery, officially 
abolished in Mauritania in 1962 and again in 1981 but still practised. 


Mauritania often has been cited for human rights abuses and the international human rights pressure group 
Amnesty International ranks it among the world's worst offenders. 


Taya last month announced amnesty programmes releasing many of the black officers imprisoned since the 
alleged coup attempts. Families of some of the officers say the men were tortured in prison and some died of 
injuries. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 10, Reuter - Mauritania's presidential election will be held over two rounds next January 
24 and February 7, opposition sources said on Sunday. 


They said Interior Minister Anmed Ould Minnih announced the dates at a meeting with opposition parties, but 
no official statement has been issued yet. 


The ruling Military Committee of National Salvation (CMSN), in power since a 1984 coup, has promised 
parliamentary elections in the first half of 1992, but no exact date has yet been set. 


Eight political parties have been formed since the CMSN bowed to pressure for democratic reforms earlier 
this year. President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya heads the Republican Democratic and Social Party 
(PRDS) while six parties are grouped in an opposition alliance. An eighth party was recently created. 


The opposition alliance called last month for a transitional government to oversee the elections and accused 
the PRDS of using state resources to ensure a victory in the polls. 


One opposition party has threatened to boycott the polls if such a government was not formed and political 
sources said other alliance parties were debating taking a similar stand. 


Seven years of CMSN rule in the vast, mainly desert country have worsened relations between a mainly-Arab 
ruling class and black Mauritanians who say they suffer racial discrimination. 


Electoral laws are intended to prevent parties forming on racial grounds, but the race issue is certain to figure 
during campaigning, diplomats said. 


The London-based human rights group Amnesty International listed Mauritania this year as among the 
world's worst human rights offenders and accused the CMSN of waging an undeclared war on blacks. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 12, Reuter - Mauritania's opposition parties on Tuesday rejected the government's 
calendar for elections. 


A letter signed by six parties and sent to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya pressed demands for a 


transitional government to reform the electoral code, guarantee fair access to the state-run media and set 
dates for elections. 


The ruling Military Committee of National Salvation (CMSN), the latest African government to bow to 
pro-democracy pressure, announced polling dates on Monday. 


A decree said presidential elections would be held on January 24 and February 7 ahead of parliamentary 
elections for deputies on March 6 and 13 and for senators on April 3 and 10. 


In their letter, made available to Reuters, the opposition parties said the timetable had not been negotiated 
with them and was designed to pre-empt the democratic process. 


A seventh party, the Rally for Democracy and Unity (RDU), signed the letter but did not endorse the call for a 
transitional government. 


After seven years of tight CMSN rule, free elections in Mauritania are certain to bring into the open a conflict 
between the mainly-Arab ruling class and blacks who suffer racial discrimination, according to Amnesty 
International and other human rights groups. 


President Ould Taya will contest the elections under the banner of his new party, the Republican Democratic 
and Social party. 
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PARIS, Nov 20, Reuter - Romania and Bulgaria, seeking a niche now they are no longer part of a communist 
bloc, are muscling in on the community of French-speaking states. 


The corridors of the Francophone summit in Paris are echoing with talk about unaccustomed topics such as 
Danube River pollution as well as the standard North-South issues and problems of Africa. 


Romanian President lon Iliescu and Bulgarian leader Zhelyu Zhelev are attending the event for the first time, 
and their spokesmen are at pains to establish their countries' Francophone credentials. 


"French truly is the foreign language best known and loved by Bulgarians and if by developing it, we can train 
our people to new techniques helping to integrate us into modern Europe, then our presence here is justified," 
said Bulgarian spokesman Gregory Spassov. 


There are an estimated 350,000 French-speakers in Bulgaria, and Romania, where French is also a popular 
second language, has an estimated one million. 


"You cannot know how we felt isolated and cut off from outside world for so many years during the Cold War, 
Spassov said. 


"We'll join any international grouping which will take us...We'd join the British Commonwealth if we could." 


The Francophone community is a rough Paris-inspired equivalent of the Commonwealth, a loose gathering of 
independent countries linked by having once been ruled by Britain. 


Most of the 42 nations at this year's Francophone summit, the fourth of its kind since 1986, are former French 
colonies in west and central Africa. But isolated communities of French-speakers like those in the U.S. state 
of Louisiana are also represented. 


African delegates are looking uneasily at the East Europeans, fearing that, with aid money tight, they may 
draw on European solidarity to tap funds from France, Belgium and Switzerland which would otherwise go to 
developing countries. 


The Balkan spokesmen resent such suggestions. 


"We did not come here to fill our pockets," Romanian spokesman Doru Cojocaru retorted when asked if 
Iliescu was here because Romania needed money. 


"We are Latins and French has always been spoken in our country. If we develop cultural ties and these lead 
to commerce, why not? But that is not why we are here," he said. 


The summit's opening session on Tuesday was largely devoted to calls for increased democracy in Africa. 


But the conference, which ends on Thursday, has also given Iliescu and Zhelev a chance to discuss the 
Danube River pollution issue which has soured relations. 


Bulgaria says Romanian chemical industries at Giurgiu are a health hazard for the Bulgarian city of Russe 
just across the nearby Danube border. Romania says an outdated Bulgarian nuclear power plant nearby is 
endangering the whole region. 


After talks on Tuesday, the two men told journalists they were confident the problems would be solved soon. 


Leaders later agreed to hold the fifth Francophone summit in Mauritius in 1993. The Indian Ocean island was 
a French and then a British colony and its people, who are mainly of Indian descent, speak English and 
French with equal ease. 


Mauritius is a member of the Organisation of African Unity and of the Commonwealth, which groups countries 
in the former British empire. 


France had floated the idea of staging the next summit in Hanoi. Vietnam formally joined the Francophone 
fold this week. 


President Francois Mitterrand hosted a meeting on Wednesday between the presidents of Senegal and 
Mauritania, West African neighbours who nearly went to war in 1989 after bloody racial clashes. They still 
have no diplomatic relations. 


Mauritanian sources said the meeting agreed to hold its next session of a technical commission on border 
problems in Paris on November 30. 


The sources said Mauritania would also attend the summit of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference in 
the Senegalese capital Dakar between December 9-12. But the delegation would probably not be led by 
President Maaouya Ould Sid! F 
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DAKAR, Dec 5, Reuter - The first Mauritanian minister to visit Senegal since the two West African neighbours 
nearly went to war in 1989 arrived in Dakar on Thursday. 


Foreign Minister Hasni Ould Didi attended the opening of ministerial talks ahead of the December 9-12 
summit of the Islamic Conference Organisation (ICO) in the Senegalese capital. 


Hundreds of people were killed in ethnic clashes between Mauritanians and Senegalese two years ago. The 
countries have still not restored diplomatic relations but are slowly rebuilding ties with French diplomatic help. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania has not officially announced that he will attend the 


ICO summit. President Francois Mitterrand of France organised a meeting between him and President Abdou 
Diouf of Senegal in Paris last month. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13, Reuter - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has said his 
military government will cede power to elected civilians by the end of 1992, apparently delaying the handover 
by several months. 


Thursday's announcement on state radio made no reference to a previous timetable under which the army 
would give up power in the first half of next year. 


The West African country's eight opposition parties recently asked the government to delay presidential 
elections, scheduled for January 24, by three or four months to give them more time to prepare. 


Political analysts said Colonel Taya's announcement could be a response to their request, hinting at a 
possible postponement. 


Taya is one of two candidates who have so far said they will run for president. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 10, Reuter - More than 25,000 people joined the first opposition rally of the Mauritanian 
presidential election campaign, witnesses said. 


Thursday's rally, at the soccer stadium of the capital Nouakchott, was in support of independent candidate 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, who will oppose President NEESd OHTA IAIRR EEE in the January 24 polls. 
No incidents were reported at the demonstration. Opposition parties taking part were the Union of Democratic 


Forces, the Mauritanian Party for Renewal, the Democratic Centrist Party of Mauritania, the Party for 
Democratic Justice and an Islamic party called Oumma. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 16, Reuter - Police in Mauritania used tear gas on Thursday to scatter protesters who 
said they were being excluded from voting lists before the country's first free presidential elections next week. 


No injuries were reported at the demonstration by about 1,000 people in the capital Nouakchott. 


Opposition parties accuse electoral authorities of blocking thousands of their supporters from voting next 
Friday in the first round of Mauritania's first presidential polls since independence from France in 1960. 


They are demanding that voters be marked with indelible ink when they cast their ballots to prevent multiple 
voting by backers of President | , who bowed last year to demands for 
multi-party politics in the arid West African state. 


Political analysts say Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1978, risks losing power to former exile 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, brother of Mauritania's first president Mohktar Ould Daddah. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 18, Reuter - About 20,000 women marched through the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott 
on Saturday to back the main opposition candidate in next week's presidential elections, eyewitnesses said. 


Dressed in white, the symbolic colour of candidate Anmed Ould Daddah, they carried banners supporting 
freedom for women within Islam and urging all communities in the ethnically- divided country to vote for the 
former political exile. 


Daddah, brother of Mauritania's first leader Mokhtar Ould Daddah, is opposing military President Maaouya _ 
in the West African country's first presidential polls since independence from France 
in 1960. 


The first round of voting is due next Friday with a possible second round two weeks later. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 24, Reuter - Mauritanians flocked to vote in their first free presidential elections on 
Friday but polling was dogged by bad organisation and opposition claims of fraud. 


Confusion and anger reigned at many polling stations in the sand-strewn capital Nouakchott. 


Many people could not find their names on voting lists. Others could not cast their ballots because of errors 
on their voting cards. Some were issued with no card at all. 


"It may be intentional on the part of the government. It could also frankly be incompetence," said one Western 
diplomat observing the election, the West African country's first multi- party poll since independence from 
France in 1960. 


Mauritania is one of the few Arab League members to have adopted a multi-party system of electing its 
president, with universal suffrage. 


Diplomats say military President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who last year bowed to popular demands 


for reform, faces a tough challenge from former exile Anmed Ould Daddah, brother of Mauritania's first leader 
Mokhtar Ould Daddah. 


Two other candidates, Mohamed Ould Mah and Mustapha Ould Saleck, could divert enough of the vote to 
take polling into a second round scheduled for February 7. 


Men and women swathed in flowing desert robes queued for hours outside polling stations in the warm 
January sun. Tempers frayed in many parts of the capital as supporters of Taya and Ould Daddah alike found 
they could not vote because of administrative errors. 


Paramilitary police with rifles controlled the crowds and helmeted riot police were on guard outside many 
polling stations. 


Ould Daddah's backers cried foul, accusing the government of massive cheating. 


"We can prove there's been fraud and that is enough reason to annul the election," said Bechir Hassen, 
spokesman for the main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) which supports Ould Daddah. 


He claimed tens of thousands of opposition voters were systematically excluded from registering or casting 
their ballot while Taya's supporters cast multiple votes with false voting cards or in different polling stations. 


Diplomats said they found evidence of irregularities such as falsified identity cards issued to under-age 
voters. 


Supposedly indelible ink used to mark voters was rapidly shown to be useless -- a Reuter correspondent 
removed all trace from her finger with saliva and a paper tissue. 


Much of the polling was likely to be on broadly ethnic lines reflecting Mauritania's deep split between the 
dominant Arabic-speaking Moors and black Africans from the south of the huge desert country. 


Human rights organisations including Amnesty International have lashed out at the government's human 
rights record with charges of slavery, deportation, torture and indiscriminate killing of blacks. 


Ould Daddah, a Moor like the other three candidates, says he represents all communities. Critics say he has 
spent too long abroad -- he returned last year from eight years in exile -- and is identified too strongly with 
blacks to win Moorish votes. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 25, Reuter - Mauritania's military President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was 
heading for victory on Saturday in the desert country's first free presidential elections, but the opposition 
insisted the vote was rigged. 


With results announced for 32 of the West African nation's 53 departments, interior ministry figures showed 
Taya had just under 56 per cent of the vote compared with just over 38 per cent for his main rival, former 
political exile Anmed Ould Daddah. Turnout was about 50 per cent. 


But accusations of cheating were rife and witnesses said more than 20 people were hurt, some seriously, 
when police teargassed crowds at Ould Daddah's campaign headquarters. 


"| think Taya will come out the winner, but the winner of fraudulent and manipulated elections," said Bechir 
Hassen, spokesman for the main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) backing Ould Daddah. 


Local Reuter correspondent lbrahima Sylla saw at least 22 injured people at the city hospital after police 
lobbed teargas grenades into the compound of Ould Daddah's headquarters and allegedly beat fleeing 
supporters. 


Witnesses said between 100 and 200 people were in the compound at the time, awaiting a statement from 
party officials. A journalist for state radio said they were dispersed because they did not have official 
permission to assemble. 


One woman had extensive back lacerations from grenade fragments. Another had stitches across her nose 
where she said she was beaten. 


One witness, a former policeman, told Reuters the grenades appeared to be of an offensive type designed to 
cause injury. 


The air around the building was heavy with lingering gas. 


Angry youths burned tyres in the nearby streets and some hurled stones at truckloads of armed riot police 
hurtling through the district. 


Diplomats said there was clear evidence of some fraud as well as practical mistakes in organising the 
country's first multi-party elections since independence from France in 1960. 


"There's definitely been cheating, enough to affect the outcome,” one diplomat said. 


Confusion reigned in many areas during Friday's voting as thousands of people found they could not cast 
their ballots. 


Many people could not find their names on voting lists. Others were unable to vote because of errors on their 
electoral cards. Some were issued with no card at all. 


The opposition maintains many Taya supporters were allowed to vote several times under false names or at 
different polling stations -- a charge denied by electoral authorities. Supposedly indelible ink used to mark 
voters was easily erased from the skin. 


Voting broadly mirrored Mauritania's bitter racial split, in which black people from the south say they are 
oppressed by the dominant Arabic-speaking Moorish community. 


Human rights organisations like Amnesty International have accused the Taya government of torture, 
deportation and indiscriminate killing of blacks. 


Ould Daddah, a Moor like all the candidates, has presented himself as a unity leader for all communities and 
attracted massive black support. 


Results from mainly Moorish areas in the north and east showed a clear Taya lead while the black south-west 
favoured Ould Daddah. 


Political analysts doubted the election would go forward to a run-off scheduled, if necessary, for February 7. 
The two other candidates, Mohamed Ould Mah and Moustapha Ould Saleck, had respectively 1.4 and three 
per cent of votes by late afternoon. 


Final results were not expected until Sunday or Monday. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 25, Reuter - Mauritania's military President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who looks 
set to extend his eight- year rule in the nation's first multi-party elections, pulled the racially-split country 
closer to the Arab sphere while alienating many of his black citizens. 


Yet his support for Iraq in last year's Gulf War wrecked relations with many fellow Arab League members and 
cost the poor desert country dearly in lost aid. 


Opponents accuse the 49-year-old colonel, known as an austere man, of encouraging Arab chauvinism in a 
country which straddles Arab and black Africa. Human rights groups like Amnesty International charge his 
government with torturing, deporting and killing black citizens. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless 1984 coup, boosted economic ties with the Arab world by taking 
Mauritania into the five-nation Arab Maghreb Union, a free trade zone with Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and 
Libya. 


Relations with southern neighbour Senegal, a black African state, came close to total collapse in 1989 when 
a border dispute over grazing exploded into race riots in both countries, killing thousands of people. 


Human rights groups say at least 40,000 black Mauritanians were forcibly expelled to Senegal and whole 
villages razed by the Arab-run army. 


Between 1,000 and 3,000 blacks were detained the following year after the government said it had foiled a 
black-led coup attempt. Human rights groups and diplomats say up to 600 were executed or tortured to 
death. 


The government denies all charges of racism, torture and extrajudicial killings. 


Taya also alienated blacks by reintroducing compulsory Arabic teaching in all schools and making Arabic the 
sole official language. French, seen by many blacks as a neutral lingua franca, previously had equal status. 


Taya was born in Mauritania's northern Atar district into the influential Smassides tribe of Moors. 


He was one of the first Mauritanians to study at the prestigious French military academy at Saumur after 
independence from France in 1960, and fought against Morocco over Western Sahara in the late 1970s. 


He was a key participant in the coup which toppled Mauritania's first president, Mokhtar Ould Daddah, in 
1978. He then held several key posts, including prime minister and defence minister, before ousting 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mohamed Kouna Haidalla as president in a palace coup. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 26, Reuter - Mauritania on Sunday clamped an overnight curfew on two major centres 
after an opposition candidate, charging fraud, challenged military President a Sa 
's apparent election win. 


The interior ministry announced an immediate curfew on the capital Nouakchott and the port of Nouadhibou, 
hours after Taya headed for victory in a poll disputed by his main rival, former political exile Anmed Ould 
Daddah. 


With results from only three departments still outstanding in the huge West African state, ministry figures 
showed Taya had 60.6 per cent of the vote. 


This was nearly twice as many as Ould Daddah who had 32.3 per cent. 


Turnout was about 50 per cent in the desert country's first free presidential elections since independence 
from France in 1960, but Ould Daddah alleged massive fraud and demanded the result be annulled. 


A statement read on state-run television at 9.15 p.m. local time (2115 GMT) said the night curfew between 
1900 and 0600 would be in force until further notice. 


The statement gave no reason for the move but it followed the announcement that Taya had won last Friday's 
presidential elections. 


Supporters of Ould Daddah said Mauritania's first multi-party polls had been massively rigged by the 
government. 


Diplomats agreed there was widespread cheating. 


Witnesses said at least 22 people were hurt, 10 of them seriously, when police teargassed and beat crowds 
at Ould Daddah's campaign headquarters. 


"The conditions for these elections were far from being acceptable, juridically or morally," Ould Daddah told 
reporters. "Consequently | reject the results which have emerged." 


Speaking at his headquarters, where the air was still heavy with lingering teargas, Ould Daddah said he had 
applied to the Supreme Court to annul the results. 


"lam waiting for the outcome before considering other action," he said, adding that violence was not an 
option. 


Local Reuter correspondent lbrahima Sylla saw at least 22 injured people at the city hospital after police 
lobbed teargas grenades at scores of opposition supporters waiting for a statement from Ould Daddah. 


Diplomats said there was clear evidence of fraud as well as practical mistakes in organising the elections. 
"There's definitely been cheating, enough to affect the outcome,” one diplomat said. 


Confusion reigned in many areas during Friday's voting as thousands of people found they could not cast 
their ballots. 


Many people could not find their names on voting lists. Others were unable to vote because of errors on their 
electoral cards, or were issued with no card at all. 


The opposition said many Taya supporters were allowed to vote several times under false names or at 
different polling stations, a charge denied by electoral authorities. Supposedly indelible ink used to mark 
voters was easily erased from the skin. 


Voting broadly mirrored Mauritania's bitter racial split, in which black people from the south say they are 
oppressed by the dominant Arabic-speaking Moorish community. 


Human rights organisations like Amnesty International have accused the Taya government of torture, 
deportation and indiscriminate killing of blacks. 


Ould Daddah, a Moor like all three other candidates, has presented himself as a unity leader and attracted 
massive black support. 


Results from mainly Moorish areas in the north and east showed a clear Taya lead while the black south-west 
favoured Ould Daddah. 


Two minor candidates, Mohamed Ould Mah and Moustapha Ould Saleck, had respectively 1.4 and three per 
cent of votes by late afternoon. 


Final results must be confirmed by the Supreme Court and were expected on Sunday or Monday unless Ould 
Daddah's protest was upheld. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 26, Reuter - Mauritania's military leader Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya scored a 


victory on Sunday in the desert country's first open presidential elections, but his main rival cried foul and 
diplomats said there was cheating. 


Interior ministry figures with only one minor result to come gave Taya 62.8 per cent of Friday's vote -- nearly 
twice as much as the 32.9 per cent polled by the main opposition candidate, former political exile Anmed 
Ould Daddah. Two outside runners, Moustapha Ould Saleck and Mohamed Ould Mah, took 2.9 and 1.4 per 
cent respectively. 


Angry opposition figures denounced the outcome as a sham, saying they had overwhelming proof of massive 
electoral fraud, and Ould Daddah said he had asked the Supreme Court to annul the result. 


"The conditions for these elections were far from being acceptable, juridically or morally," he told reporters as 
late returns trickled in on Saturday night. 


Ould Daddah, a member of Mauritania's dominant Moorish Arab community, stood on a unity platform for the 
racially-split country and won particular support among non-Arabic-speaking black citizens, estimated to form 
a third or more of the two million population. 


Human rights groups like Amnesty International have accused the Taya government of systematic abuses 
against blacks, including torture and killings. 


"People are really frustrated by what's happened, especially blacks," said Bechir Hassen, spokesman for the 
main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) which backed Ould Daddah. "We are calling for calm but 
people are difficult to control." 


Ould Daddah said he would await the Supreme Court's decision before considering further action. Hassen 
said the opposition expected no help from the judiciary, which they accuse of complicity with the government. 


Confusion reigned at many polling stations on Friday as thousands of people found they were unable to vote 
because of bureaucratic errors. 


The opposition alleges the mistakes were targetted at its supporters while Taya backers cast multiple votes 
under false names. 


Listing numerous other irregularities, Hassen showed reporters a ballot slip printed with Taya's name on white 
paper instead of blue. White represents Ould Daddah to voters, whereas a Taya supporter would choose 
blue. 


Most Mauritanians cannot read and voted by colour. 


Official foreign observers agreed there was widespread chaos but were reluctant to say whether they thought 
the mistakes were deliberate. 


"We hope it was a genuine mistake and not a deliberate attempt to deny them the vote," said former Nigerian 
president Yakubu Gowon, observing at the government's invitation. 


But Western diplomats said they were sure there was large-scale cheating. 
Government officials denied the accusations. 


"If you look at 50 or 100 people in one place who are complaining, that's what sticks in people's minds, not 
the long, orderly lines of peole who got to vote," said Mohamed Fall Ainina, Mauritania's ambassador 
designate to Washington. 


The dusty capital Nouakchott was quiet on Sunday but riot police were posted in several parts of the town 
and outside Ould Daddah's campaign headquarters. 


Witnesses said at least 22 people were injured, 10 seriously, when police fired tear gas and beat people in 
crowds waiting at the headquarters on Saturday afternoon. 


In neighbouring Senegal, black guerrillas of the African Liberation Forces of Mauritania (FLAM) said they 
were renewing their armed resistance to Taya. 


FLAM suspended its low-level guerrilla war last July when Mauritanians voted for a new multi-party 
constitution. 


Interior ministry officials said the definitive result would be announced by the Supreme Court by Wednesday 
at the latest. 
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MAURITANIA'S military leader Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya yesterday won the country's first 


open presidential elections, but his main rival and diplomats said there was cheating, Reuter reports from 
Nouakchott. 


With only one minor result to come, Interior Ministry figures gave Col Taya 62.8 per cent of the vote - nearly 
twice as much as the 32.9 per cent polled by Ahmed Ould Daddah, the main opposition candidate and a 
former political exile. 


But the opposition said it had proof of electoral fraud. 
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Super Bowl weekend is one of the most violent times for women in abusive relationships, say workers in 
women's shelters across Canada and the United States. Drinking, associated with watching the game, is the 
greatest trigger of domestic abuse. Page A1 The Triple-E Senate campaign is not dead, but it is different 
today after a weekend's worth of talks on reforming Canada's institutions. A new "E" - exclusion - has arrived 
to complicate the debate over an elected, equal and effective Senate in Canada. Page A1 This weekend's 
Conference on the Renewal of Canada showed why there are no easy tradeoffs when it comes to 
consitution-making. Page A1 Women's groups want to know why provincial judges in Ontario will not be 
forced to attend a gender-sensitivity program that is hailed as one of the best in North America. 


Page A3 One million Canadians have been excluded from the constitutional discussions because they speak 
French and live outside Quebec, says a spokesman for a national association that represents francophones 
and Acadians. Page A6 


THE WORLD 


At the institute where Anna Bogatov works, she and her friends have made a rule to help them all escape 
from their obsession with food prices. Anyone who mentions the scarcity of food or food costs must put 10 
kopeks in the office collection box. Page A1 The multilateral Middle East peace talks scheduled to open in 
Moscow tomorrow remain an enigma. No one is even sure exactly who will attend or what will be discussed. 
It is difficult to predict great success. Page A1 The small principality of Liechtenstein is holding a referendum 
that could open the way for the people to overturn the conservative government's steps toward greater 
integration into Europe. Page A9 Israeli officials say a U.S. threat to withdraw $10-billion in loan guarantees 
to Israel will not stop the building of new settlements in the occupied territories. Palestinians say the 
settlements are the biggest stumbling block to peace in the Middle East. Page A10 Charges of fraud marred 
the first free elections held in Mauritania since independence in 1960. A curfew has been imposed in two 
cities by military President RSSSITe CUIASIORARIOa TENE after his chief rival accused him of cheating and 
demanded the election results be annulled. Page A10 

COMMENTARY 


"| thought she meant yes" isn't good enough. Proposed amendments to the Criminal Code on sexual assault 
may violate the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Page A13 So many parents these days constantly scramble 
around after their offspring with the camrecorder, frantically trying to record every aspect of childhood. But 
aren't they helping to destroy the very thing they're trying to preserve? Page A14 


BUSINESS 


Two companies that are getting together next month to form Canada's biggest advertising agency are billed 
as a compatible couple, although there will be a few rough edges to smooth out. Page B1 The G7 economies 
will begin to grow in the second half of the year, say finance ministers and central bankers, who also warned 
against economic stimulants. Page B1 


THE ARTS 


Spirit prevails over politics in an exhibit of Mohawk art that might have been expected to reflect the bitterness 
of the Oka confrontation in Quebec two summers ago. Page C1 Jose Ferrer, the renowned stage and screen 
actor who won an Oscar for his role as Cyrano de Bergerac in 1950, died yesterday at the age of 80. Page 
C1 


SPORT 


Should an expansion team play in a small rink or a large rink? That's the question the National Hockey 
League's governors will discuss today during one of their secret conference calls. Page C6 Beware: there's a 
cloying camaraderie between the Canadian and Swedish Davis Cup teams that threatens to turn next 
weekend's matchup in Vancouver into one big yawn. Page C5 
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Reuter and Associated Press 

NOUAKCHOTT 

Mauritania imposed an overnight curfew yesterday on two major centres after an opposition candidate, 
charging fraud, challenged military President ids Guia apparent election win. 

The interior ministry announced an immediate curfew on the capital Nouakchott and the port of Nouadhibou, 


hours after Colonel Taya headed for victory in a poll disputed by his main rival, former political exile Anmed 
Ould Daddah. 


With results from only three departments still outstanding in the huge West African state, ministry figures 
showed Col. Taya had 60.6 per cent of the vote. 


This was nearly twice as many as Mr. Ould Daddah who had 32.3 per cent. 


Turnout was about 50 per cent Friday in the desert country's first free presidential elections since 
independence from France in 1960, but Mr. Ould Daddah alleged massive fraud and demanded the result be 
annulled. 


A statement read on state-run television last evening said the night curfew between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. would 
be in force until further notice. 


The statement gave no reason for the move but it followed the announcement that Col. Taya had won last 
Friday's presidential elections. 


Supporters of Mr. Ould Daddah said Mauritania's first multiparty polls had been massively rigged by the 
government. Diplomats agreed there was widespread cheating. 


Witnesses said at least 22 people were hurt when police beat crowds and used tear gas to disperse them at 
Mr. Ould Daddah's campaign headquarters. 


Speaking to reporters at his headquarters, Mr. Ould Daddah said he had applied to the Supreme Court to 
annul the results. 


Document glob000020011107do1r003vI 


REUTERS 





AT LEAST TWO DEAD IN PROTEST AFTER MAURITANIA POLLS. 


By Gill Tudor 

578 words 

27 January 1992 
Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1992 Reuters Limited 


NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 27, Reuter - Mauritania's government said on Monday that at least two people were 
killed when police broke up a protest against disputed presidential elections, but opposition sources put the 
death toll as high as five. 


The West African desert state has been tense since official figures gave military leader Maaouya Ould © 
' a sweeping victory in the country's first open presidential elections last Friday. 


The opposition has denounced the result as a fraud and Western diplomats have said they are sure there 
was cheating. 


An interior ministry statement, published in the official daily Horizons on Monday, said two people suffocated 
to death on Sunday when police fired tear-gas at angry crowds in the port of Nouadhibou, 350 km (220 miles) 
north of the capital Nouakchott. 


"These citizens, in spite of a ban notified to them by the local authorities, gathered with knives and attacked 
security forces who asked them to stop their unauthorised assembly," the statement said. 


Various opposition sources said up to five were killed, a total supported by one source close to the security 
forces. 


He said the police threw tear-gas grenades into the campaign headquarters of main opposition candidate 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, where crowds were preparing to march. 


Two more were shot by a panicking policeman when protesters tried to wrest tear-gas grenades from a 
colleague, and a fifth died when he fell from a moving car, the source said. 


Bechir Hassen, spokesman for the main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) backing Ould Daddah, 
said 160 people were arrested in Nouadhibou. 


The government slapped an indefinite dusk-to-dawn curfew on Nouadhibou and Nouakchott from Sunday 
night as reports of the incident filtered through to the capital. A senior interior ministry official told Reuters it 
was "a preventive measure". 


At least 22 people were injured in another incident on Saturday when police fired tear-gas at crowds at Ould 
Daddah's Nouakchott headquarters. Most suffered burns or cuts. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, gave way last year to popular demands for multi-party 
democracy in the desert nation straddling black and Arab Africa. 


Official results from the election, Mauritania's first multi -party poll since independence from France in 1960, 
gave him nearly 63 per cent of the vote. Ould Daddah got 33 per cent. 


The opposition accuses Taya of encouraging Arab chauvinism and oppressing the country's 
non-Arabic-speaking blacks. Black southerners are believed to make up at least a third of the two million 
population. 


Human rights groups like Amnesty International have accused Taya's government of torturing, expelling and 
killing black Mauritanians. 


Opposition parties backing Ould Daddah said on Sunday night they were weighing their next protest move 
and urged their supporters to be ready for unspecified action. 


"A national catastrophe is brewing because democracy is being stamped on," the five parties said ina 
statement. "We apeal urgently to all our activists to reject this gigantic mascarade. We urge you to mobilise 
and be vigilant so as to be ready for any eventuality." 


In Paris, a Foreign Ministry spokesman cautiously avoided comment on whether the elections had been fair, 
but said France, Mauritania's former colonial master, deplored the violence. 


"These elections took place in the presence of foreign observers... The (full) results have not been published," 
Ministry spokesman Daniel Bernard told reporters. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 27, Reuter - Mauritania's two main towns were under overnight curfew amid opposition 
claims that police killed up to five people demonstrating against disputed presidential elections. 


State radio announced a curfew from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. (1900 to 0600 GMT) in the capital Nouakchott and 
main port Nouadhibou, starting on Sunday night and due again today. It gave no explanation. 


Various opposition sources said two to five people were killed in Nouadhibou on Sunday in clashes with 
police. It was not immediately possible to verify the claim. 


Results from the country's first open presidential elections gave military leader Maaouya Ould Sid' 
a sweeping win with 62.8 pct of the vote. His main rival, former political exile Anmed Ould Daddah, won 
32.9 pct. 


Friday's polling was chaotic as many people found administrative errors stopped them from voting. The 
opposition accused Taya of massive fraud and some Western diplomats said they were sure there was 
cheating. Government officials admitted there were bureaucratic mistakes but denied fraud. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, gave way last year to popular demands for multi-party 
democracy. 
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China's Prime Minister Li Peng, identified with Beijing's bloody repression of pro-democracy demonstrators in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989, is on his first trip to the West since then. Li, 63, arrived in Rome Sunday to face a 
barrage of demonstrations. Italian organizations criticized Rome for inviting him. He is to visit Switzerland and 
Portugal and may see President Bush at a U.N. summit in New York. Li has remained unrepentant about 
using military force to crush pro-democracy demonstrations. 


NORTH KOREAN MESSAGE: In a policy shift signaling a new opening to the outside world, North Korean 
President Kim II Sung sent a message to the leaders of six Southeast Asian nations meeting in Singapore. 
He asked for closer ties in the region. 


CAMBODIAN PEACE PACT: Cambodia's four rival political factions pledged to uphold a fragile peace 
agreement despite recent cease-fire violations. The factions, meeting as the country's reconciliation body, the 
Supreme National Council, also made a rare show of unity by expressing sorrow for loss of life and the 
uprooting of 10,000 rural dwellers forced to flee during recent violence. 


GERMAN POLITICS: German Chancellor Helmut Kohl meets leading eastern German members of his 
Christian Democratic Union today to try to restore the party's battered image in what used to be the 
communist-ruled German Democratic Republic. 


ELEPHANT SUMMIT: Officials from 35 African countries meet today in Nairobi, Kenya, to try to save 
elephants. Conservationists say poaching and hunting has reduced Africa's elephant herd from the millions to 
about 600,000. 


ELSEWHERE: Mauritanian military leader Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won the African country's first 
open presidential elections. His main rival and diplomats said there was cheating. ... A special U.N. envoy 
starts a five-day mission in Yugoslavia today to see if conditions are right to deploy 10,000 peacekeeping 
troops. ... Seven people, including two Japanese diplomats and their wives, were killed in an air crash ina 
Kenyan game reserve. 


AND IN MALAYSIA: Malaysia's 150,000 drug addicts, hit by a shortage of heroin and marijuana, have found 
another way of getting high - sniffing fresh cow dung. © They will wait for the fresh cow dung and quickly put a 
coconut shell over it, and then sniff the (methane) gas through the hole on top of the shell," Deputy Interior 
Minister Megat Junid Ayob told reporters Sunday. ‘You may find the cow dung smelly and awful, but for them 
it is heaven." 


CUTLINE:LI PENG: Ordered military crackdown 
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ISRAEL'S SHAMIR SAID the U.S. should "forget about" a freeze on settlements. 


The Israeli prime minister also claimed that Washington had decided to grant Israel housing loan guarantees 
that are sought to accommodate Soviet immigrants. The dispute over Jewish settlements in occupied 
territories has complicated Mideast peace talks. Another snag developed when a PLO official said 
Palestinians would boycott tomorrow's round in Moscow unless the Palestinian delegation included 
representatives from Arab East Jerusalem and abroad. 


The Moscow meeting is being held to start discussion of a number of secondary Arab-Israeli issues, such as 
arms control and water rights. 


Clinton and his wife denied a woman's allegation that she and the Democratic presidential hopeful had a 
12-year affair. But in an interview with CBS, the Clintons wouldn't discuss details of their marriage. The 
Arkansas governor gave the interview in an effort to end a controversy that has stalled his campaign. 


A right-wing Hindu party marked India's Republic Day by hoisting the Indian flag in the northern city of 
Srinagar, the center of a Muslim rebellion. The flag-raising ceremony, performed by members of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party amid heavy security and with few spectators, capped a violence-ridden 9,000-mile 
unity march across India. 


Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng arrived in Rome on his first trip to the West since 1989, and he faced a 
barrage of accusations and demonstrations. Politicians ranging from neo-Fascists to former communists 
denounced Italy's government for being the first to receive Li, shunned since the Tiananmen Square 
massacre. 


Police in Mauritania reportedly fired on opposition supporters, killing at least five people, and a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew was imposed in two cities. Hours earlier, the African nation's military ruler claimed victory in a disputed 
presidential election. Opponents of Col. | charged that Friday's vote was 
rigged. 


Belarus transferred its first batch of tactical nuclear weapons to Russia for destruction as agreed by the new 
commonwealth of former Soviet republics, news agencies reported. The foreign minister of Belarus said the 
transfer was the first step toward getting rid of all nuclear weapons. 


Bush plans to ask Congress for the smallest increase in NASA's budget since he became president. An 
outline of the space agency's budget was released by the White House as part of a strategy of highlighting 
popular elements of Bush's budget. NASA is authorized to spend $14.3 billion in the current fiscal year. 


A bipartisan panel recommended the formation of national education standards and voluntary exams that 
would measure students' progress in history, science, English, math and geography. U.S. public schools 
would be encouraged to mold their course work to reach the standards, but schools also could choose to 
ignore the guidelines. 


A U.N. envoy left Libya and said he had "constructive" talks with Libyan leader Gadhafi concerning a Security 
Council resolution imploring Tripoli to respond to extradition demands regarding bombing suspects. Libyan 
agents are wanted in connection with the 1988 downing of a Pan Am jet and the 1989 bombing of a French 
plane. 


Loyalist forces in Zaire rounded up rebel troops and seized weapons, ammunition and looted goods, military 
aides said. The government forces, acting in support of President Mobutu, made scores of arrests in the 
capital, Kinshasa. The crackdown, apparently carried out peacefully, came four days after a short-lived coup 
attempt. 


Philippine President Aquino endorsed former Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos for president in May's national 
election. Saturday's announcement by Aquino, who isn't seeking another term, went against the advice of her 
friends, relatives and church leaders who oppose Ramos. 


Tamil rebels detonated a bomb under a bus in eastern Sri Lanka, killing at least 13 people, hospital officials 
and witnesses said. At least 31 soldiers were killed in two Tamil Tiger attacks last week. 


The Washington Redskins won the National Football League's Super Bowl, beating the Buffalo Bills 37-24 in 
Minneapolis. 


Jim Courier of the U.S. won the Australian Open men's singles tennis title, defeating Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, three sets to one. On Saturday, Monica Seles of Yugoslavia beat American Mary Joe Fernandez in 
the women's singles in straight sets. 


Died: Jose Ferrer, 80, stage and screen actor who received an Academy Award in 1950 for his role as 
Cyrano de Bergerac, in Coral Gables, Fla. 
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Nouakchott, Jan 26 - Mauritania today clamped an overnight curfew on two major centres after an opposition 
candidate, charging fraud, challenged military President WSSU UACONISIG ANRGATTARE apparent election 
win. The Interior Ministry announced an immediate curfew on the capital, Nouakchott, and the port of 
Nouadhibou, hours after Taya headed for victory in a poll disputed by his main rival Anmed Ould Daddah. A 
statement read on State-run television at 2115, local time, said the night curfew between 1900 and 0600 hrs 
would be in force until further notice. The statement gave no reason for the move but it followed the 
announcement that Taya had won the Presidential elections held last Friday (Jan 24). Supporters of Ould 
Daddah said Mauritania's first multi-party polls had been massively rigged by the Government. Diplomats 
agreed there was widespread cheating. 


Witnesses said at least 22 people were hurt, 10 of them seriously, when police tear-gassed and beat crowds 
at Ould Daddah's campaign headquarters. - Reuter. 


(c) Lloyd's Information Casualty Report. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 30, Reuter - Final official results of Mauritania's presidential elections declared the 
incumbent, | , outright winner with 62.65 per cent of the vote. 


The opposition candidate, Anmed Ould Daddah, who accused the government of rigging the country's first 
free elections, polled 32.75 per cent, according to the results announced on Wednesday. 


Only 48 per cent of the 1,184,000 registered voters took part in the January 24 election. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 5, Reuter - Mauritania on Wednesday lifted an overnight curfew imposed 10 days ago 
after at least two people were killed in protests over disputed presidential elections, an interior ministry 
statement said. 


The curfew was clamped on the capital Nouakchott and main port of Nouadhibou on January 26 after 
incumbent military leader Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya swept to victory in the West African country's first 
open presidential polls. 


Opposition parties alleged massive fraud and diplomats said they were sure there was widespread cheating. 
The government said police killed two protesters in Nouadhibou but opposition sources put the death toll at 
up to five. 


One diplomat said a woman was beaten to death by police in Nouakchott in a similar clash the previous day 
in which at least 22 people were injured. 


The main opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), said 160 of its supporters were arrested in 
Nouadhibou and threatened on Wednesday to boycott next month's legislative elections unless they were 
freed. 


The prisoners were badly treated and lawyers were prevented from seeing them, the UFD said. 
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Nouakchott, Feb 5 - Mauritania today lifted an overnight curfew imposed 10 days ago after at least two 
people were killed in protests over disputed Presidential elections, an Interior Ministry statement said. The 
curfew was clamped on Nouakchott and Nouadhibou on Jan 26 after incumbent military leader 

‘Ahmed Taya swept to victory in the country's first open Presidential polls. Opposition parties 
alleged massive fraud and diplomats said they were sure there was widespread cheating. The Government 
said police killed two protesters in Nouadhibou but opposition sources put the death toll at up to five. The 
main opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces, said 160 of its supporters were arrested in 
Nouadhibou and today threatened to boycott next month's legislative elections unless they were freed. - 
Reuter. (See issue of Jan 28.) 


(c) Lloyd's Information Casualty Report. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 6, Reuter - Mauritania held its first multi-party parliamentary elections on Friday but a 
boycott by main opposition parties and the start of the Moslem month of fasting kept the turnout low, reporters 
said. 


By midday there were very few votes cast in the capital Nouakchott where an opposition call for a general 
strike was widely followed. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's election last January 24 led to the boycott by six of the 14 


parties in the Moslem West African country. 


The main opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), alleged massive fraud last month and said 
the government figure of two dead in clashes with police was too low. 


Taya's ruling PRDS party was fielding 77 candidates for the 79-member national assembly. 
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Nouakchott, Mar 6 - Mauritania held its first multi-party parliamentary elections today but a boycott by main 
opposition parties and the start of the Muslim month of fasting kept the turnout low, reporters said. By midday, 
there were very few votes cast in Nouakchott, where an opposition call for a general strike was widely 
followed. President i 's election last January led to the boycott by six of the 
country's 14 parties. The main opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces, alleged massive fraud last 
month and said the Government figure of two dead in clashes with police was too low. - Reuter. (See issue of 
Feb 7.) 


(c) Lloyd's Information Casualty Report. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 8, Reuter - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's party clinched a majority in 


Mauritania's parliamentary elections, final results showed on Sunday. 


But political analysts said an opposition boycott, apathy and the Moslem fasting month of Ramadan kept 
turnout low for Friday's first-round voting in the northwest African country's first multi-party parliamentary 
polls. 


A statement by Interior Minister Anmed Ould Minnih on state radio said Taya's newly-formed Republican, 
Democratic and Social Party (PRDS) won 52 seats in the 79-seat parliament. 


The Movement for Democracy and Unity (RDU), which is close to Taya, won one seat and independent 
candidates took another nine. Voting for the remaining 17 seats was indecisive and will go forward to a 
second round on March 13. 


Official figures gave a national turnout of just under 39 per cent compared with 48 per cent in presidential 
elections on January 24. 


A boycott by six opposition parties including the high-profile Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) cut voter 
numbers in pro-opposition areas, particularly in the south where black Mauritanians say they are oppressed 
by the Arab-led government. 


Turnout was only 25 per cent in the capital Nouakchott and 22 per cent in the southern town of Guidimakha, 
compared with 61 per cent in the northern iron-ore town of Tiris Zennour. 


The UFD demanded the boycott in protest at what it said was massive cheating in the presidential polls, in 
which official results gave Taya 63 per cent and UFD candidate Anmed Ould Daddah 33 per cent of the 
votes. 


Ould Daddah claimed success for the boycott on Saturday and said a minority of Mauritanians supported 
Taya's government. 


Political analysts said turnout was also reduced by Ramadan, when fasting Moslems prefer not to move 
around much, and by less interest in parliament compared with the presidential contest. 


Straddling Black and Arab Africa, Mauritania is overwhelmingly Moslem. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless army coup in 1984, gave way last year to popular demands for 
multi-party democracy for the first time since independence from France in 1960. 


He created the PRDS as his own civilian party to contest the elections. 
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NOUAKCHOTT 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's party clinched a majority in Mauritania's parliamentary 
elections, final results showed yesterday. But political analysts said an opposition boycott, apathy and the 
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan kept turnout low for Friday's first-round voting for Mauritania’s first 
multiparty parliamentary polls. A statement by interior minister Anmed Ould Minnih said Taya's newly-formed 
Republican, Democratic and Social Party won 52 seats in the 79-seat parliament. The Movement for 
Democracy and Unity, which is close to Taya, won one seat and independent candidates took another nine. 
Reuter 
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NOUAKCHOTT 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's party clinched a majority in Mauritania's parliamentary 
elections, final results showed yesterday. But political analysts said an opposition boycott, apathy and the 
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan kept turnout low for Friday's first-round voting for Mauritania’s first 
multiparty parliamentary polls. A statement by interior minister Anmed Ould Minnih said Taya's newly-formed 
Republican, Democratic and Social Party won 52 seats in the 79-seat parliament. The Movement for 
Democracy and Unity, which is close to Taya, won one seat and independent candidates took another nine. 
Reuter 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 11, Reuter - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya lost a political 
ally on Wednesday when a previously pro-government party accused him of election fraud and defected to 
the opposition. 


A statement by the Movement for Democracy and Unity (RDU), which won one seat in the first round of 
Mauritania's first multi-party parliamentary elections last Friday, said it would join an opposition boycott of 
further polls. 


"The RDU rejects the results of the first round of the elections because of the grave irregularities staining 
them," the statement said. 


Taya's Republican, Democratic and Social Party (PRDS) has already won 52 seats in the 79-seat assembly. 
Nine more went to independent candidates considered close to the PRDS. 


RDU leader Ahmed Ould Sidi Baba is a cousin of Taya and his party was widely expected to toe the PRDS 
line. 


"The RDU will act from now on from a basis of opposition to the monolithic regime which the PRDS and its 
leaders want to perpetuate in Mauritania," the statement said. 


The second round of voting, for 17 seats where last Friday's result was indecisive, is due on March 13. 


Major opposition parties are boycotting the polls in protest at what they say was massive fraud in January's 
presidential elections, in which Taya was elected by a two-thirds majority. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless army coup in 1984, bowed last year to popular demands for 
multi-party democracy. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 13, Reuter - Mauritanians voted in the decisive second round of their first multi-party 
parliamentary elections on Friday, but fasting, bad weather and an opposition boycott kept the turnout very 
low. 


Residents said participation appeared even lower than in the first round on March 6, when only a quarter of 
voters cast ballots. 


Opposition groups in the northwest African country have boycotted the election after alleging massive fraud in 
January's presidential polls, which returned President Maaouya Ould Sid to power with a 
two-thirds majority. 


Residents said hot weather and sandstorms, coupled with the Moslem fasting month of Ramadan, also 
discouraged many people from voting. 


The first round gave Taya's Republican, Democratic and Social Party (PRDS) an outright majority of 52 seats 
in the 79-seat national assembly, which is meant to be the first multi-party parliament since independence 
from France in 1960. 


Nine more went to independent candidates considered close to the PRDS and one to the Movement for 
Democracy and Unity (RDU), a previously pro-Taya party which defected to the opposition this week and said 
it would boycott the second round. 


Early results for the remaining 17 seats were expected on Friday night. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless army coup in 1984, gave way last year to popular demands for 
multi-party politics. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 15, Reuter - President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya's party won a resounding 


victory in Mauritania's parliamentary elections, the interior ministry announced on Saturday, after the hardline 
opposition boycotted the vote. 


His Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) captured 67 of the 79 seats in the national assembly 
(parliament) after Friday's second round of polling, the ministry said. 


Ten of the remaining seats were won by independent candidates and two small parties won one seat each. 


Only seven of Mauritania's 14 legal parties contested the West African country's first multi-party elections to 
parliament since independence from France in 1960. 


The others, backed by Mauritania's black African citizens, said the Moorish-dominated government would rig 
the result. 


The boycott and the fact that the election was held during the energy-sapping Moslem fast of Ramadan kept 
the turnout in the second round down to 33 pct. 
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(Excerpt) Col Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, President of the Military Committee for National Salvation 


and head of state, received at noon today, Mr Muhammad Zarruq Rajab, the Secretary of AMU [Arab 
Maghreb Union] Affairs in Libya, as the special envoy of the leader of the Fatih [September] Revolution, Col 
Mu'ammar Qadhafi... (Islamic Republic of Mauritania Radio, Nouakchott, in Arabic 2030 gmt 11 Mar 92) 


Source: Islamic Republic of Mauritania Radio, Nouakchott, in Arabic 2030 gmt 11 Mar 92. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 19, Reuter - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has been sworn 


in for a new six-year term after multi-party elections and named his former finance minister as premier. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless army coup in 1984, won Mauritania's first free presidential polls in 
January with a two-thirds majority. Opposition parties alleged massive fraud and some international 
observers said there was cheating. 


After an official ceremony on Saturday, Taya named Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar, finance minister in his 
last cabinet, as prime minister. 


Political analysts said Ould Boubacar, who is in his 30s, was likely to operate by consensus rather than 
confrontation. 


In a televised speech, Taya said he would represent all citizens in the West African desert country, which is 
bitterly divided along racial lines. 


Critics accuse Taya of widening the split between the dominant Moorish community, fair-skinned 
Arabic-speakers, and black Mauritanians. Human rights organisations like Amnesty International have 
accused Taya's government of torturing and killing hundreds of blacks. 


Ould Boubacar was expected to announce his cabinet soon. 


The Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), the main opposition alliance which boycotted parliamentary elections 
in protest at the presidential polls, has called for a transitional government of national unity leading to fresh 
elections. 


Taya, whose Republican, Democratic and Social Party (PRDS) holds a crushing parliamentary majority, has 
not replied to their demand. 
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LONDON, April 19, Reuter - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid' Ahmed Taya appointed Sidi 


Mohamed Ould Boubaker prime minister on Saturday, Mauritanian radio said. 
The radio report, which gave no further details, was monitored by the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Taya, whose Democratic and Social Republican Party won 67 of the 79 seats at stake in the country's first 
multi-party elections last month, had kept the post of prime minister vacant. 


The president holds the defence portfolio as well as heading the ruling Military Committee of National 
Salvation. 


He comfortably won presidential elections in January with 62.65 per cent of the vote but has promised that his 
military government will hand power to elected civilians by the end of the year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 20, Reuter - Mauritania on Monday announced details of a new government dominated 
by politicians from the eastern region in which President KANGA scored best in 
January's presidential poll. 


The new government, whose composition was announced a day after Taya was officially sworn in for a new 
six-year term, has 19 ministries and three state secretariats. 


Taya, whose Democratic and Social Republican Party won 67 of the 79 seats in the country's first multi-party 
elections last month, has been accused of widening the split between the dominant Moorish community, 
fair-skinned Arabic-speakers, and the Black Mauritanians. 


Only four black Mauritanians won posts in the new government. 


Taya gave up the defence portfolio and appointed Colonel Anmed Ould Minnih, the former Interior Minister, to 
the post. 


Former Finance Minister Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar was on Saturday appointed Prime Minister -- filling a 
post that had been kept vacant. 


Opposition parties alleged massive fraud in the polls. 
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RABAT, May 6, Reuter - Mauritania is laying plans to host a summit of the five-nation Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMU) at the end of May, diplomats in Morocco said on Wednesday. 


Mauritanian Prime Minister Mohamed ould Boubacar left Rabat on Wednesday for Tunis on a tour of North 
Africa to prepare for the meeting, diplomats said. 


Diplomats said Libya's conflict with the West over the bombing of civilian airliners and the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Libya were also part of Boubacar's agenda during his tour. 


"Morocco has no objection to a Maghreb summit in Mauritania at the end of this month," a Mauritanian source 
said after Boubacar was received by King Hassan of Morocco on Tuesday. 


The Maghreb Union linking Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia held its last summit in 
Casablanca in September. 


Boubacar delivered a message to Hassan from Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, 


current AMU chairman. 


"Taya hopes to hold the summit for internal political reasons and for reasons of national sovereignty," a North 
African diplomat said. 


After restoring relations with neighbouring Senegal to heal a rift caused by a frontier conflict, Mauritania is 
anxious to resume its place in the union. 


Mauritania was due to take over the AMU chairmanship last year but because of domestic problems it asked 
Morocco to replace it for six months. 
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ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) - A flower-bedecked truck carried the body of assassinated leader Mohamed Boudiaf 
out of the capital Wednesday past tens thousands of mourners gathered in the streets for his funeral. 


Women wept, and government supporters raised their fists and cried: "With our blood, with our lives, we'll 
sacrifice ourselves for Boudiaf." 


Young supporters of the Muslim fundamentalist movement that Boudiaf's secular government has sought to 
crush also were out. They chanted demands for an Islamic state and sang a hymn popularized by the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front, which was denied an election victory by a military coup in January. 


No violent incidents were reported despite the tensions from the 6-month-old crackdown on fundamentalists. 


Death prayers for Boudiaf, president of the military-dominated High State Committee that seized power in the 
coup, were read at the capital's main mosque. His body was then taken to the El Alia cemetery outside the 
city. 


Boudiaf was gunned down while giving a speech Monday in an eastern city. Fundamentalists are suspected, 
but they deny involvement. 


The state-run Algerian Press Service, quoting unnamed official sources late Wednesday, said the assassin is 
a member of Algerian counter-intelligence. His name was not revealed. 


Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould 
, joined the four surviving members of the ruling council at the tomb where Boudiaf was 
buried. 


Workers received the afternoon off to observe the funeral procession, and the streets were full of people 
trying to catch a last glimpse of Boudiaf, who helped launch Algeria's struggle for independence from France 
in 1954. 


Boudiaf returned six months ago from 28 years of self-imposed exile in Morocco to try to unify his North 
African homeland, which has been torn by the bitter struggle between fundamentalists and secularists. 


No decision on his replacement as president of the ruling council was expected for several days. One 
possible successor was the defense minister, Gen. Khaled Nezzar, who is believed to be the real power in 
the government. 


The generals appointed Boudiaf because he was seen as a charismatic figure with no ties to previous 
regimes. 


Before the funeral, politicians and foreign dignitaries filed past Boudiaf's casket at the presidential palace. 
Thousands of ordinary citizens also tried to get in, and police had to close the visiting room to the crowd so 
the funeral could go on. 


Fundamentalist youths chanted slogans hostile to the National Liberation Front, whose 30-year, Marxist rule 
ended in January when the army stepped in to prevent an expected victory by the Islamic Front in the 
country's first free election. Other youths chanted "Islamic state, Islamic state!" 


Algerians are divided over who killed Boudiaf. Some say it was the fundamentalists, and others accuse the 
National Liberation Front, which Boudiaf had accused of corruption. The government has not placed blame. 


Fundamentalists deny they carried out the assassination, but a communique issued by the Islamic Front in 
Paris showed no regrets. 


"The right of self-defense is given to those who are attacked by injustice," the communique said. "Allah is 
perfectly capable of giving them victory." 
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ALGIERS, July 1, Reuter - Assassinated head of state Mohamed Boudiaf was buried in a martyrs' grave on 
Wednesday, two days after being gunned down by a member of his security guard. 


Emotional scenes and tight security underlined the deep division of this north African country. Angry, chanting 
mourners accused both Islamic fundamentalists and Algeria's "old guard" of slaying the 73-year-old leader. 


Four hours later, the official news agency APS said the killer, whom it did not name, was a sub-lieutenant in 
the country's counter-espionage unit. 


He was on security duty to protect Boudiaf, who was gunned down during a public speech in east Algeria on 
Monday, APS said. It gave no indication whether was a Moslem fundamentalist or had other motives. 


Initial reports said the man had been killed on the spot but the authorities later said he had been captured and 
would lead them to those behind the assassination. 


El Watan newspaper on Wednesday said 12 members of the security intervention unit were reported to have 
been detained. 


Boudiaf was laid to rest in a ceremony televised live after passing through streets of shuttered shops 
thronged with tens of thousands of people. 


A second coffin followed, which officials told journalists they believed contained the body of a security guard 
slain during Monday's gunbattle in Annaba. 


At the presidency, a former comrade-in-arms, Slimane Amirat, collapsed and died from a heart attack as he 
saluted the coffin. 


"We vow that the assassin's bullet will not extinguish the spark of patriotism in us," Religious Affairs Minister 
Sassi Lamouri said at the graveside. 


"We have lost in you peace in the land of peace," he said. 


PLO leader Yasser Arafat threw the first handful of soil on the polished wooden coffin, watched by Boudiaf's 
family, Algeria's collective president, and members of the government of Prime Minister Sid Ahmed Ghozali. 


Among the mourners were Mauritanian president Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and ministers from the 


Gulf, Europea and Africa. 


So too was Ahmed Ben Bella, first president of Algeria, who condemned Boudiaf to death for political activity 
iin 1964. 


Ben Bella was later ousted and Boudiaf returned to take power last January after fundamentalist unrest shook 
Algeria. 


His return followed the cancellation of a general election which the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), dedicated to 
an Islamic state, was poised to win, sparking widespread clashes. 


As the coffin left the presidency where dignitaries paid their last respects, cries of "Long live Boudiaf" were 
joined with those of scores of youths chanting, "Chadli, assassin", Reuter correspondent Abdelaziz Barrouhi 
reported. 


They were referring to former president Chadli Benjedid who quit in January after the FIS swept a first round 
ballot. Near the building, old posters of the now-outlawed FIS remained on walls, warning: "We will strike with 
force." 


Other mourners shouted: "FIS assassins", correspodent Bernard Edinger reported. 


"He came to build a future for our children. Why was he killed?" one distraught woman asked the presidential 
guard. 


Another cried out to television crew: "We must take revenge for Boudiaf on his killer; if not we are going again 
to detest this country of thieves and killers." 


Outside the 15th century Great Mosque, where prayers for the dead were said over the body, a banner read: 
"Boudiaf, you are dead but for us you remain alive because you renewed hope". 


The graceful, colonnaded building stands near Martyrs' Square, a flashpoint for clashes between security 
forces and FIS supporters last year. Elite army marksmen watched from roofs as security forces wielded 
assault rifles and sub-machineguns. 


Guarded by outriders, with a helicopter clattering overhead, the coffin left the mosque for Martyrs' cemetery, 
10 km (six miles) from the city centre. 


The route was changed at the last moment, apparently because of the density of the crowds. 


At the graveside, gendarmes and shirt-sleeved marksmen in black battledress guarded officials listening to 
final testimonials. 


Lamouri said Algerians were preparing to mobilise behind Boudiaf when "the traitrous hand assassinated you 
to kill the dream of the masses and their ambitions." 


Along the route, scores of people fainted despite grey skies easing temperatures in the Mediterranean port 
which echoed to the eerie blast of foghorns from ships. 


Overnight, spots of rain, normally not seen in July, fell on the shocked city, now in seven days of mourning 
and political uncertainty. 


"They are tears for the dead,' said one middle-aged resident. 
(c) Reuters Limited 
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ALGIERS -- Young supporters of the Muslim fundamentalist movement that Boudiaf's secular government 
has sought to crush also were out. They chanted demands for an Islamic state and sang a hymn popularized 
by the banned Islamic Salvation Front, which was denied an election victory by a military coup in January. 


No violent incidents were reported despite the tensions from the crackdown on fundamentalists. 


Death prayers for Boudiaf, president of the military-dominated High State Committee that seized power in the 
coup, were read at the capital's main mosque. His body was then taken to the El Alia cemetery outside the 
city. 


Boudiaf was gunned down while giving a speech Monday in an eastern city. Fundamentalists are suspected, 
but they deny involvement. 


Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould 
, joined the four surviving members of the governing council at the tomb where Boudiaf was 
buried. 


Workers received the afternoon off to observe the funeral procession, and the streets were full of people 
trying to catch a last glimpse of Boudiaf, who helped launch Algeria's struggle for independence from France 
in 1954. 


Boudiaf returned six months ago from 28 years of self-imposed exile in Morocco to try to unify his North 
African homeland, which has been torn by the bitter struggle between fundamentalists and secularists. 
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A flower-bedecked truck carried the body of assassinated leader Mohamed Boudiaf out of the capital 
Wednesday past tens of thousands of mourners gathered in the streets for his funeral. 


Women wept, and government supporters raised their fists and cried: "With our blood, with our lives, we'll 
sacrifice ourselves for Boudiaf." 


Young supporters of the Muslim fundamentalist movement that Boudiaf's secular government has sought to 
crush also were out. They chanted demands for an Islamic state and sang a hymn popularized by the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front, which was denied an election victory by a military coup in January. 


No violent incidents were reported despite the tensions from the 6-month-old crackdown on fundamentalists. 


Boudiaf, president of the military-dominated High State Committee that seized power in the coup, was 
gunned down while giving a speech Monday. Fundamentalists are suspected, but they deny involvement. 


The state-run Algerian Press Service, quoting unnamed official sources late Wednesday, said the assassin is 
a member of Algerian counterintelligence. His name was not revealed. 


Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organization, and Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould 
, joined the four surviving members of the ruling council at the tomb where Boudiaf was 
buried. 


No decision on his replacement as president of the ruling council was expected for several days. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 17, Reuter - Riot police in the capital of Mauritania fired tear gas at protesters who 
threw stones after an opposition rally, witnesses said. 


They said several demonstrators from the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), the main opposition party in 
the northwestern African state, were injured in the clashes on Thursday. 


The violence erupted after a rally in Nouakchott's municipal stadium held by the UDF, which alleged fraud last 
March in parliamentary polls. 


Militants, who began jeering at police and throwing stones, said they wanted to march on the presidential 
palace. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, whose Democratic and Social Republican Party won 67 of the 


79 seats in the country's first multi-party elections, has been accused of widening the split between the 
dominant Moorish community, fair-skinned Arabic-speakers, and black Mauritanians. 


(c) Reuters Limited 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 10 (AFP) - The fifth summit of the Arab Maghreb Union opened on Tuesday in 
Nouakchott, Mauritania, in the absence of Libyan leader Moamer Kadhafi. 


Kadhafi sent the Libyan ambassador to Morocco to attend the summit which is being chaired by Mauritanian 
head of state MaaouyaOuld Sid 
Those attending included Algerian President Ali Kafi and Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Alli. 


King Hassan II of Morocco was represented by his Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani and the 
Moroccan Minister of State with responsibility for foreign affairs and cooperation, Abdellatif Filali. 


Palestine Liberation Organisation Chairman Yasser Arafat was attending as a guest. 


Algerian Foreign Affairs Minister Lakhdar Brahimi described the meeting, which runs until Wednesday, as a 
"summit of hope" and a further step on the road to constructing a "common future for the peoples of the 
Maghreb." 


The summit was certain to discuss the conflict in the western Sahara, claimed by Morocco but home to the 
pro-independence Polisario Front, and other issues including the creation of a free trade zone, proposals to 
introduce a common identity card, and international sanctions imposed against Libya. 


Brahimi said on Monday that creation of a new free trade zone would not get underway at the end of this year 
as originally anticipated because it was not yet realistic. 


The Maghreb union comprises Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya and Mauritania. 
hos-bd/ag/bb AFP AFP SEQN-0405 
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The fifth summit of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMV) states - including Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and 
Tunisia - opens in Nouakchott. Col. Qadhafi of Libya is absent and is represented by the Libyan Ambassador 
to Rabat, while King Hassan of Morocco is represented by Premier Mohamed Karim Lamrani and Moroccan 
Minister of State for foreign affairs and co-operation Abdellatif Filali. The summit is hosted by Mauritanian 
head of state REaetEevemIeS Ta RNNSSERTA with Algerian President Ali Kafi and Tunisian President Ben Ali 
attending. PLO leader Arafat is present as a guest. Algerian FM Lakhdar Brahimi describes the meeting as a 
"summit of hope" and a further step on the road to constructing a "common future for the peoples of the 
Maghreb". Issues to be discussed include the creation of a free trade zone, proposals to introduce a common 


identity card, and international sanctions imposed against Libya. The conflict in the Western Sahara would 
also be discussed. 


Brahimi says, however, the creation of a new free trade zone would not get underway at the end of this year 
as originally planned because it is not realistic. 


Document apsr00002001 1106dobe000w8 


REUTERS 





GOVERNMENT LIST. 


157 words 

22 November 1992 
Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1992 Reuters Limited 


GOVERNMENT LIST MAURITANIA 


President.........ess: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports....... Mokhtar Ould HAYE 
Communication & Parliamentary Relations......lsmail Ould YAHI 
Culture & Islamic Affairs.............. Aboubekrine Ould AHMED 
Defence... eeeeeeeeeseeeeeee Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Equcattion.........cccceceeeesseeeeeeees Sghair Ould MBARECK 
FINANCGs.scccecceccactcneeeceestieee caceteenss Kane CHEIKH 

Fisheries & Maritime Economy............ Ahmed Ould GNAGHALLAH 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.......... Abderahmane Ould MOINE 


Government Secretary General....Moustapha Ould ABEIDERRAHMANE 


Health & Social Affairs... Camara Mody MOHAMED 
Industry & Mining............04. Lemrabott Ould Sidi Mahmoud 
Interior & Telecommunications................. Hasni Ould DIDI 
JUSUCOH ani wk Aes Sow Abou DEMBA 

Plannin Gsei:ccetee teeter Mohamedou Ould MICHEL 
Rural Development... Mahfoudh Ould DEDACH 


Ould Cheik AHMED 





Trade, Craft Industry & Tourism............. Rachid Ould SALAH 
Transport & Supplies... Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Water & Energy........ecceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot................02000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





(End Government List) 


(c) Reuters Limited 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (921215) 


President... Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992): 


Prime Minister..................00 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports........ Mokhtar Ould HAYE 


Communication & Parliamentary Relations....... Ismail Ould YAHI 


Culture & Islamic Affairs............... Aboubekrine Ould AHMED 
Defence... eeeeeesneeeeees Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Equcattion.........ccceeecceeesteeeeeeeee Sghair Ould MBARECK 

RIN ANCC sec. sciec.cactcneeseceeatueeh. tence: Kane CHEIKH 

Fisheries & Maritime Economy............. Ahmed Ould GNAGHALLAH 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation........... Abderahmane Ould MOINE 


Government Secretary General.....Moustapha Ould ABEIDERRAHMANE 
Health & Social Affairs... Camara Mody MOHAMED 


Industry & Mining............. Lemrabott Ould Sidi Mahmoud 





Ould Cheik AHMED 


Interior & Telecommunications................ Hasni Ould DIDI 
JUSU CO ye edndicie cinched Sow Abou DEMBA 
PIANNING....... eee eeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeees Mohamedou Ould MICHEL 
Rural Development........... eee Mahfoudh Ould DEDACH 
Trade, Craft Industry & Tourism.............. Rachid Ould SALAH 
Transport & Supplies... ee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Water & Energy........cceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............cc0ccc000e Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





(End Government List) 


(c) Reuters Limited 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (930104) 
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* 3 Jan 93 - Five ministers were replaced ina 
* reshuffle of th ight-month-old cabinet * 
* carried out with no published explanation. * 








HK KK KK KKK KKK KKK ERK RK RR KIRKE KR RK IRAE KER EERE EERE 


CABINET (Formed 20 Apr 92, reshuffled 3 Jan 93): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth, Sports........ Mokhtar Ould HAYE 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs..............0. Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DO@fENCE. ..ccssccisscecsscceecesiess Colonel Ahmed Ould MINNIH 
Equcattion.........ccceeecceeseeeereees Sghair Ould MBARECK 
FINANCCs.ssccecseccevscriasseestee Kane Cheikh Mohamed FADEL 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Abdallahi Ould ABDI 


Foreign Affairs, Cooperation... Mohamed Abderahmane Ould MOINE 
Health, Social Affairs.........0.... Ahmed Ould GNAGHALLAH 
Industry, Mining............... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications....... Lemrabott Ould Sidi 


Mahmoud Ould Cheik AHMED 





JUSTICE. A eeltedh cet AS et Sow Abou DEMBA 
PLANNING. ..... cee eeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeees Mohamedou Ould MICHEL 


Environment, Rural Development....Maouloud Ould Sidi ABDALLAH 


Trade, Craft Industry, Tourism................. Diagana MOUSSA 
Transport, Supplies... eee Mohamed Ould AMAR 
Water, Energy..........cceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot................0:000008 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





(End Government List) 


(c) Reuters Limited 
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TUNIS, April 4, Reuter - Tunisia's president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali will start a two-day visit to Mauritania on 
Monday, an official statement said on Sunday. 


Ben Ali, visiting at the invitation of Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, is the current 


chairman of the Arab Maghreb Union grouping Tunisia, Mauritania, Algeria, Morocco and Libya. 
(c) Reuters Limited 
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KUWAIT, Aug 2 (Reuter) - Kuwaiti newspapers, marking the third anniversary of Iraq's invasion, on Monday 
attacked Arab states sympathetic to Baghdad during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis and lambasted Baghdad for 
failing to obey ceasefire terms. 


"The crime of the age by the Iraqi regime is too strong to be deleted from the world's memory," said al Rai al 
Am daily. 


"How can we forget, when (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein has still not abided by U.N. resolutions on 
Kuwait and the U.N. demarcated border," asked al-Watan. 


ow can we forget, when our prisoners of war are captive in Iraqi jails an e economic, social an 
"H fe t, wh f t I jail dth land 
psychological destruction caused by the invasion are still chasing us?" 


Kuwait says 600 Kuwaitis detained in the occupation are held in Iraq. Iraq denies it holds Kuwaitis. It has 
refused to recognise a border demarcated by the U.N. earlier this year. 


Iraq invaded Kuwait on August 2, 1990, and claimed the emirate as its 19th province. A coalition of Western, 
Arab and Asian armies led by the United States drove out Iraqi troops in February 1991. 


Kuwait's relations with Jordan, the Palestine Liberation Organisation, Mauritania, Yemen and Sudan have 
been chilly ever since the crisis because of their perceived sympathy for Iraq during the crisis. 


Al-Seyaseh said Arab disagreements over Iraq's seven-month occupation showed that the dream of Arab 
unity was a lie. 


"We are not one people. We are nations and not one nation - we are a Kuwaiti nation, a Lebanese nation, a 
Syrian nation, an Iraqi nation and so forth. Let us abandon this dominant lie." 


"File of Shame" said an al-Anba headline above pictures of Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, Palestine 
Liberation Organisation leader Yasser Arafat, King Hussein of Jordan, former Algerian President Chedli Ben 
Jedid, Muammar Gaddafi of Libya, President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia, President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
of Yemen and President KSSSLj IOUS SIG BREASTS of Mauritania. 


"Let us teach our grandsons about this treason and the black hatred from people whom we helped and 
supported,” it said. 


The comment apparently referred to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian expatriates who fled or were 
expelled because of their perceived pro-lraqi sympathies after the liberation. 


(c) Reuters Limited 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (931110) 


President.........ssse: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 10 Nov 93): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & 
SPOMS ities Abdallahi Ould ABDI 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DO@TONCC. cicc-cie cazcrrictiacier: Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Equcattion.........c:eeeeceeeeseeeesneeeeees Mokhtar Ould HAYE 
Environment & Rural Development........... Sghair Ould MBARECK 
FINANCC i csccsesdccczstesesccersies Kane Cheikh Mohamed FADEL 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs.................0. Mohamed Ould AMAR 

Industry, Mining............... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 
Interior, Post & 

Telecmmnctns..Lemrabott Ould Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheik AHMED 
JUST COs. iiditeieciaicheiien Sow Abou DEMBA 

PAN MIA Gs: is.c0ctssccevee cise eeateceanceeeeeces Taki Ould SIDI 

Trade, Craft Industry, Tourism.....Chbih Ould Cheik MELAININE 
Transport, Suppli€S........ eee Diagana MOUSSA 


Water, Energy.........:cceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............000000008 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (71) 510 
7968. 

(End Government List) 








(c) Reuters Limited 


Document Ilba0000020011121dpba04jt2 


BIBIC 


CABINET APPROVES 1994 BUDGET. 


122 words 

23 November 1993 

BBC Monitoring Service: Africa 

BBCAF 

English 

(c) 1993 The British Broadcasting Corporation [date of publication]. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Editorial report 


On 15th November the cabinet met under the chairmanship of President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. 


The cabinet studied and endorsed 1994's total budget of 38.169bn ouguiyas, an increase of nearly 5bn 
ouguiyas on last year's figure. 


Tax revenues have risen by 17% as a result of increased taxes on oil products, imports and fishing rights. 
Government expenditure has increased by 3.7%; investment expenditure amounted to 19.781bn ouguiyas. 
The main areas of the government's investment expenditure included land reclamation (31%), rural 
development (22.6%), human resources (20.5%) and industrial development (13%). 


Source: Radio Mauritania, Nouakchott, in Arabic 2030 gmt 15 Nov 93 
(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 28 (AFP) - Some 745,000 Mauritanians were called to the polls Friday to vote for their 
local councils, almost two years after the first multi-party general elections were boycotted by the main 
opposition. 


Voting proceeded calmly in the morning, witnesses and reports said, with the polls in the 208 districts of the 
West African nation due to close at 7:00 p.m. (1900 GMT). 


Officials gave no details of the turnout. The results are due to be released on Saturday. 


Analysts said the political stakes were not high in the poll, which were seen more as a test of the relative 
popularity of the three main parties, since the opposition was this time taking part. 


The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) has presented 194 lists of candidates, while the 
main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) has put up 60 lists. 


The UFD boycotted the March 1992 general election after its secretary general, Anmed Ould Daddah, was 
defeated two months earlier in a presidential poll where the party complained of irregularities. 


Another opposition party, the Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP), made legal last June, is contesting 
an election for the first time, with 33 lists. Independent candidates are standing on 59 lists. 


An undisclosed number of people were arrested during the two-week campaign and charged with fraud and 
possession of false identity and voting papers. The interior ministry said those arrested came from both the 
PRDS and opposition parties. 


as UFD has complained of deliberate "administrative hitches" to help the PRDS of President Maaouya Ould 
, and charged that soldiers had been sent to the Senegal river valley to force local people to 
vote for the ruling party. 


The UFD traditionally draws support in this southern area bordering on Senegal from the black African 
peoples, who have traditionally been dominated by the Moors. 


The UDP for its part has protested against the four-day detention of one of its senior members, Sheikh Saad 
Bouh Kamara, who is chairman of the Mauritanian Human Rights Association, which is not officially 
recognised. 


A second round of local council elections will take place on February 4 in districts where no one list takes 
more than 50 percent of the votes cast. 


str-bd/nb AFP AFP 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 28 (Reuter) - Mauritania's main opposition alliance, the Union of Democratic Forces 
(UFD), faced its first test at the ballot box on Friday as the northwest African state voted in local government 
elections. 


Polls by two independent newspapers put the UFD, which boycotted 1992 parliamentary elections, ahead of 
President NISESUGaIOUISSI¢ LMAGEE TAGS s Republican Democratic and Social Party (PRDS). 
One gave the UFD a 20 point lead, the other nine points. 


The smaller opposition Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP), also running for the first time, was 
expected to take third place. 


Polls opened on schedule at 7 a.m. (0700 gmt) and were due to close at 7 p.m. with first results expected on 
Saturday. 


No incidents were reported on Friday although police said that during the two-week election campaign they 
made several arrests for electoral fraud and a provincial magistrate's office was set on fire. 


Official figures say 745,000 voters are registered in the vast desert country of about two million people which 
straddles the divide between Arab and black Africa. 


Taya, who took power in a 1984 army coup, won a six-year term in Mauritania's first multi-party presidential 
election in January 1992 with a two-thirds majority. The UFD did not field its own candidate but supported 
challenger Anmed Ould Daddah. 


Alleging vote-rigging in the presidential race the main opposition parties boycotted the March parliamentary 
poll, handing the PRDS and its allies a massive majority. 


Ould Daddah and his supporters later joined the UFD. 


Police last week arrested Sheikh Saad Bouh Kamara, head of the Mauritanian Human Rights League 
(AMDH) and a member of the UDP, then freed him four days later without charge. 


The AMDH said Kamara was arrested because the league was not recognised by the authorities and 
because he had organised a joint visit to Mauritania by the International Human Rights Federation and 
French rights group Agir Ensemble. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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Some 745,000 Mauritanians go to the polls to vote for local councils, almost 2 years after the first multi-party 
general elections were boycotted by the opposition. Voting proceeds calmly. The ruling Democratic and 
Social Republican Party (PRDS) has presented 194 lists of candidates, while the main opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces (UFD) has put up 60 lists. The UFD had boycotted the March 1992 elections after its 
secretary-general Anmed Ould Daddah was defeated 2 months earlier in a presidential poll where the party 
complained of irregularities. Another opposition party, the Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP), 
legalised last June, is contesting an election for the first time, with 33 lists. Independent candidates are 
standing on 59 lists. An undisclosed number of people from ruling and opposition groups were arrested 
during the 2-week campaign and charged with fraud and possession of false identity and voting papers. 


si has ee of deliberate "administrative hitches" to help the PRDS of President Maaouya Ould 


and charged that soldiers had been sent to the Senegal river valley to force locals to vote 
for PRDS. The UFD traditionally draws support in the southern area bordering on Senegal from the black 
African peoples, who have traditionally been dominated by the Moors. The UDP has protested against the 
4-day detention of one of its senior members, Shaikh Saad Bouh Kamara, who is chairman of the Mauritanian 
Human Rights Association which is not officially recognised. A second round of local council polls is due on 
Feb. 4 in districts where no one list takes more than 50% of the votes cast. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 30 (Reuter) - Mauritania's ruling party won first round victories in 154 of 345 districts in 
Friday's local government elections, an official statement said on Sunday. 


The main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), contesting its first election against President 
axsuge OUldStd ARISATHVE - Republican Democratic and Social Party (PRDS) took 32 districts outright 
and is expected to win more in the second round. 


Independent candidates won 10 districts. 


Candidates in the remaining districts will take part in a second round on February 4. Political analysts said the 
UFD could pick up votes from the smaller opposition Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP), also running 
for the first time. 


Friday's voting was peaceful, though opposition leaders complained some voters had been unable to cast 
their ballots. 


The communique did not give the number of voters or the turnout. Official figures say 745,000 voters are 
registered in the huge desert country of about two million which straddles the divide between Arab and black 
Africa. 


Taya, who took power in a 1984 army coup, won a six-year term in Mauritania's first multi-party presidential 
election in January 1992 with a two-thirds majority. The UFD did not field its own candidate but supported 
challenger Ahmed Ould Daddah. 


Alleging vote-rigging in the presidential race the main opposition parties boycotted the March parliamentary 
poll, handing the PRDS and its allies a massive majority. 


Ould Daddah and his supporters later joined the UFD. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 31 (Reuter) - Final results of Friday's local government elections in Mauritania show the 
ruling party won 163 of the 197 districts decided in the first round, the interior ministry said. 


A ministry statement published in the daily I'Horizon on Monday said the main opposition Union of Democratic 
Forces (UFD), contesting its first election against President NESSUVADUISIG ARNESON s Republican 
Democratic and Social Party (PRDS), took 15 municipalities outright. 

Independent candidates won 19 municipalities. 


The remaining 11 will be decided in a second round on February 4. Political analysts said the UFD could pick 
up votes from the smaller opposition Union for Democracy and Progress (UDP), also running for the first time. 


Results from two remote districts in the huge desert country of about two million which straddles the divide 
between Arab and black Africa only arrived on Sunday night. 


The ministry put the turnout at 70.05 percent of Mauritania's 745,000 voters. 


Friday's voting was peaceful, though opposition leaders complained some voters had been unable to cast 
their ballots. 


Taya, who took power in a 1984 army coup, won a six-year term in Mauritania's first multi-party presidential 
election in January 1992 with a two-thirds majority. The UFD did not field its own candidate but supported 
challenger Anmed Ould Daddah. 


Alleging vote-rigging in the presidential race the main opposition parties boycotted the March parliamentary 
poll, handing the PRDS and its allies a massive majority. 


Ould Daddah and his supporters later joined the UFD. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 6 (Reuter) - Mauritania's ruling party has shrugged aside its first poll challenge by the 
opposition, taking the vast majority of seats in local government elections. 


An interior ministry statement broadcast on state radio Saturday night said President Maaouya Ould 
‘s Republican Democratic and Social Party took a majority of the 11 districts contested in the 
day's second-round voting, capping its January 371 first-round landslide in 163 of 197 districts. 


It did not give a breakdown of the second-round results. 


Neither the main opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) nor the smaller Union for Democracy and 
Progress (UDP) ran in the West African country's first multi-party presidential election in January 1992 or 
parliamentary polls in March the same year. 


Taya, who took power in a 1984 army coup, won a six-year term in the 1992 election which the opposition 
said was rigged. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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TUNIS, April 2 (AFP) - Members of the Arab Maghreb Union, grouping Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania 
and Tunisia, are to begin a summit meeting near here later Saturday, with the presidents of three of the five 
countries expected to attend. 


Tunisian head of state Zine El Abdine Ben Ali will formally open the gathering, which is being held at Cathage 
north of Tunis and is scheduled to last until Sunday, a presidential spokesman said. 


He will be joined by the presidents of Algeria and Mauritania, Liamine Zeroul and Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
King Hassan II of Morocco will be represented by Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani and Libyan leader 
Moamer Kadhafi by Commander Khouildi Hamidi. 


President Zeroul of Algeria will begin a two-day official visit to Tunisia on Monday, his first mission to a foreign 
country since assuming office January 31. 


mh/nh AFP AFP 
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TUNIS, April 2 (AFP) - Members of the Arab Maghreb Union, grouping Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania 
and Tunisia, began a summit meeting near here Saturday, with the presidents of three of the five countries 
attending. 


Tunisian head of state Zine El Abdine Ben Ali formally opened the gathering, scheduled to last until Sunday, 
at his residence at Carthage, north of Tunis. 


For the opening session he was joined by the presidents of Algeria and Mauritania, Liamine Zeroul and 
RGSSIVECOUIASiS RAMNGUTENE, and Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat. 

King Hassan II of Morocco was represented by Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani and Libyan leader 
Moamer Kadhafi by Commander Khouildi Hamidi. 


President Zeroul of Algeria will begin a two-day official visit to Tunisia on Monday, his first mission to a foreign 
country since assuming office January 31. 


Ben Ali said the Arab Maghreb Union was seeking a "peaceful, fair and honorable settlement" to the crisis 
between Libya and several western nations over the downing of a Pan American jetliner over Scotland in 
1988. 


He added that an international air traffic and oil embargo, imposed by the United Nations in 1992, should be 
lifted. 


Accusing the West of threatening Libya in breach of international law, Libya's representative said the crisis 
had been fabricated by western nations but western judges were free to come to Libya to investigate alleged 
Libyan involvement in the bombing of the airliner. 

He also lashed out at other Arab nations for going along with the embargo. 

Maghreb leaders were also to discuss the Islamic unrest in Algeria and other international issues. 


mh/nh/gk/gf AFP AFP 
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A 2-day Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) summit is opened by Tunisian President Ben Ali at his residence at 
Carthage, north of Tunis. For the opening session he is joined by the Presidents of Algeria and Mauritania, 
Liamine Zeroual and Hacc UOUIASTA AN EATGGE, and PLO leader Arafat. King Hassan of Morocco is 
represented by Premier Mohammed Karim Lamrani and Libyan leader Qadhafi by Commander Khoueildi 
Hemeidi. President Zeroual of Algeria will begin a 2-day official visit to Tunisia on April 4, his first mission to a 
foreign country since assuming office on Jan. 31. Ben Ali says the AMU is seeking a "peaceful, fair and 
honourable settlement" to the crisis between Libya and several Western nations over the downing of a Pan 


American jetliner over Scotland in 1988. He adds that the UN air traffic and oil embargo on Libya should be 
lifted. 


Accusing the West of threatening Libya in breach of international law, Libya's representative says the crisis 
has been fabricated by Western nations, but Western judges were free to come to Libya to investigate 
alleged Libyan involvement in the bombing. He also lashes out at other Arab states for going along with the 
embargo. AMU members are to discuss the Islamic unrest in Algeria and other international issues. 
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TUNIS, April 2 (Reuter) - Libya's Muammar Gaddafi and Morocco's King Hassan were absent from a summit 
of the five- nation Arab Maghreb Union (AMV) opening in Tunis on Saturday. 


The union was formed in 1989 by Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia to forge a common market 
across north Africa from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean but its progress has been hampered by political 
and economic conflicts in the region. 


Algeria's President Liamine Zeroual, making his first trip abroad since he was appointed two months ago by 
his country's military leadership, is due to take over the union's rotating presidency from Tunisian President 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali. 


Few diplomats expect the meeting to yield much progress on economic integration, saying Algeria's civil strife 
and internal squabbles between the members are likely to slow things down. 


"How much can you expect when they can't even get everyone together for a meeting," remarked one 
diplomat. 


Morocco chose to send Prime Minister Mohammed Karim Lamrani instead of the king while Libya's Khoueldi 
Hamidi, a member of the influential General Provisional Committee for Defence, will represent Gaddafi. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya will attend the summit which is due to open at 1100 


GMT. 


At its inception the union had lofty aims, including setting up a free trade zone by 1994, achieving customs 
union by 1995 and even founding a common airline. 


Scores of accords to pave the way toward economic integration have been signed in the past five years, but 
few implemented. 


Maghreb officials admit the difficulties of welding together five nations that span 4,500 km (3,000 miles), each 
with its particular economic and political system. 


"We have not begun to execute the accords because the aims were themselves very ambitious and required 
certain conditions for their application, notably at the regional level," Tunisian junior minister for Maghreb 
affairs Said Ben Mustapha said in a newspaper interview on Saturday. 


"The region is going through a period of tension that requires that we put the Maghreb house in order and we 
do not hide the existence of difficulties that have caused an adjustment of the Maghreb states' priorities," he 
added. 


"We prefer not to keep raising slogans and ambitious aims but rather to act with realism as circumstances 
permit. By common agreement we have given up the deadlines while keeping the aims." 


Diplomats said the summit's great unspoken issue will be the civil strife in Algeria, where more than 3,300 
people have died during the past two years of conflict between the authorities and Moslem militants. 


Algeria borders all the other members of the union and each fears the possible spreading of its unrest. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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TUNIS, April 3 (AFP) - External Islamic forces are using religion as a cover to plot the destabilisation of 
Algeria and other countries of the Arab Maghreb Union, Algerian President Liamine Zeroual warned here 
Sunday. 


Speaking during a summit of the five-nation Union, Zeroual told other Maghreb leaders that their countries 
could not remain "indifferent" to the growing wave of attacks by Islamic fundamentalists inside Algeria, 
summit sources said. 


Zeroual did not refer to the "external forces" by name, but members of his delegation interpreted the phrase 
as a reference to Iran, whose Islamic regime was last year accused by Algerian authorities of supporting the 
fundamentalists' two-year-long armed struggle. 


The plot was being carried out "under the cover of religion" by "external forces known to us (who) have 
calculated in vain that the time was ripe to destabilise our country," Zeroual said. 


He warned other leaders of the Union, which groups Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, that 
"such plots" were "not directed solely at Algeria, since they are part of a ... plan which targets us all." 


Algeria was embarking on a "new phase" in its history aimed at securing "the concretisation of political 
pluralism and consolidating national development," he added. 


The weekend summit of the Union ended here Sunday with a declaration affirming its support for a "peaceful, 
fair and honourable" solution to the standoff between Tripoli and the West over the Lockerbie bombing. 


The United Nations has imposed sanctions on Libya for its refusal to hand over two suspects in the 1988 
bombing, in which a US airliner exploded over the Scottish village of Lockerbie, killing 270. 


Tunisian head of state Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, who chaired the summit, earlier said that the international air 
traffic and oil embargo against Libya, imposed in 1992, should be lifted. 


The Union's rotating presidency passed to Algeria during the summit, which was also attended by 
Mauritanian President saci) could Sid Ancien, Palestine Liberation Organisation leader Yasser 
Arafat, Moroccan Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani and Libya's Major Khouildi Hamidi. 


Zeroual will begin a two-day official visit to Tunisia on Monday, his first mission to a foreign country since 
assuming office January 31. 


Islamic fundamentalists launched their armed struggle against Algeria's secular authorities following the 
January 1992 cancellation of a general election the since outlawed Islamic Salvation Front was poised to win. 


am/jms/bm AFP AFP 
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TUNIS, April 4 (AFP) - Leaders of the five-nation Arab Maghreb Union late Sunday pledged to crack down on 
"all forms of terrorism, violence and extremism." 


Heads of state and representatives from Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia vowed in a final 
communique after a summit here to work for "international order based on the law, international legality, 
respect for human rights and the eradication of all forms of terrorism, violence and extremism." 


The statement -- aimed at "strengthening the basis of peace and stability in the world" -- was constituted an 
oblique reference to the rise of Islamic fundamentalism confronting all the powers in the region. 


The summit expressed support for "the just fight of the Palestinian people," reaffirmed its "attachment" to the 
territorial unity of Iraq and the sovereignty of Kuwait and supported "approaches towards national 
reconciliation in Yemen." 


The Maghreb leaders also expressed "profound concern" over the position of Maghreb immigrants in Europe 
and reiterated demands for a Euro-Maghreb charter guaranteeing "well-established rights" for their nationals 
living in Europe. 


They called on European countries to take "energetic measures to restrain the growth in violence and 
extremism" confronting the Maghreb community there. 


During the closing session of the two-day summit, Algerian President Liamine Zeroual charged that external 
Islamic forces were using religion as a cover to plot the destabilisation of Algeria and other countries of the 
Union. 


Zeroual did not refer to the "external forces" by name, but members of his delegation interpreted the phrase 
as a reference to Iran, whose Islamic regime was last year accused by Algerian authorities of supporting the 
fundamentalists' two-year-long armed struggle against the government. 


The plot was being carried out "under the cover of religion" by "external forces known to us (who) have 
calculated in vain that the time was ripe to destabilise our country," Zeroual said. 


Algeria was embarking on a "new phase" in its history aimed at securing "the concretisation of political 
pluralism and consolidating national development," he added. 


The weekend summit also approved a declaration affirming support for a "peaceful, fair and honourable" 
solution to the standoff between Tripoli and the West over the Lockerbie bombing. 


The United Nations has imposed sanctions on Libya for its refusal to hand over two suspects in the 1988 
bombing for trial in either the United States or Scotland. An explosion aboard a US airliner over the Scottish 
village of Lockerbie killed 270 people. 


Libya has denied involvement in the airliner attack. 


Tunisian head of state Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, who chaired the summit, earlier said an international air traffic 
and oil embargo against Libya, imposed in 1992, should be lifted. 


The Union's rotating presidency passed to Algeria during the summit, which was also attended by 
Mauritanian President MaaouyaOuld Sid’Ahmed Taya Palestine Liberation Organisation leader Yasser 
Arafat, Moroccan Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani and Libyan official Khouildi Hamidi. 
bsh/pcj/nh AFP AFP 
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AMU leaders end their Tunis summit with a final communique pledging to work for "international order based 
on the law, international legality, respect for human rights and the eradication of all forms of terrorism, 
violence and extremism". The statement, aimed at "strengthening the basis of peace and stability in the 
world", is an oblique reference to the rise of Islamic militants confronting all the regimes in the region. It 
expresses support for the "just fight of the Palestinian people", reaffirms its "attachment" to the territorial unity 
of Iraq and the sovereignty of Kuwait and supports "approaches towards national reconciliation in Yemen". It 
expresses "profound concern" over the position of Maghreb immigrants in Europe and reiterates demands for 
a Euro-Maghreb charter guaranteeing "well-established rights" for AMU nationals living in Europe. 


It calls on European countries to take "energetic measures to restrain the growth in violence and extremism" 
confronting the Maghreb community there. During the closing session of the 2 -day summit, Algerian 
President Zeroual charged that external Islamic forces were using religion as a cover to plot the 
destabilisation of Algeria and other AMU countries. He did not refer to the "external forces" by name, but 
members of his delegation interpreted the phrase as a reference to Iran, whose Islamic regime was last year 
accused by Algerian authorities of supporting the militants' armed struggle against the government. The plot 
was being carried out "under the cover of religion" by "external forces known to us (who) have calculated in 
vain that the time was ripe to destabilise our country", Zeroual said. He added that Algeria was embarking on 
a "new phase" in its history aimed at securing "the concretisation of political pluralism and consolidating 
national development". The summit also approves a declaration affirming support for a "peaceful, fair and 
honourable" solution to the stand-off between Tripoli and the West over the Lockerbie bombing. Tunisian 
President Ben Ali, who chaired the summit, earlier said the air traffic and oil embargo against Libya should be 
lifted. AMU's rotating presidency passed to Algeria during the summit, which was also attended by 
Mauritanian President Mandi OUI SIAAR MATA PLO leader Arafat, Moroccan Premier Mohammed 
Karim Lamrani and member of Libya's ruling 5-man elite Khoueildi Hemeidi. 
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PRAIA, April 21 (AFP) - Heads of state of several African nations began a summit here Thursday aimed at 
reviving the Inter-state Committee to Fight Drought in the Sahel (CILSS) after drastic restructuring to make it 
more effective and cheaper to run. 


The 21-year-old organization, for many years considered by its main contributors a model of success, 
slashed its staff from 106 to 30 last year after an audit showed much of the funds received for drought 
projects went on financing the CILSS bureaucracy. 


This was mainly because member states paid their dues late, the nine-state organization said at the time. 


Attending the two-day meeting here, the CILSS's 11th summit, are: Presidents Blaise Compaore of Burkina 
Faso, Dawda Jawara of Gambia, Joao Bernardo Vieira of Guinea-Bissau, Alpha Oumar Konare of Mali, 

i of Mauritania, Abdou Diouf of Senegal and Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro 
of Cape Verde. 


Niger and Chad are represented at ministerial level. 
kd/bd/Is/bm 
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Text of report (ME/1977 MED/16 [39]) 


Nouakchott, 20th April: Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya today received Barzan 


al-Tikriti, personal envoy of HE President Saddam Husayn. 


Barzan al-Tikriti relayed a personal message from HE President Saddam Husayn to the Mauritanian 
president, explaining Iraq's views regarding the situation at the UN Security Council and the importance of 
promoting this situation in the direction of lifting the unfair embargo clamped on the Iraqi people. The 
message also addresses the importance of coordination with fraternal Arab states in this context. 


Moreover, the message reviews Iraq's implementation of the provisions enshrined in the relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions, the prospects for lraqi-Mauritanian ties, the current Arab state of affairs and the need to 
clear the Arab atmosphere. 


The Mauritanian president asked Tikriti to relay his greetings to HE President Saddam Husayn and also to 
inform him of Mauritania's solidarity with Iraq. 


The president's envoy arrived in Nouakchott from Algiers today. 
Source: INA news agency, Baghdad, in Arabic 1920 gmt 20 Apr 94 
(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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Radio Mauritania, Nouakchott, in Arabic 2030 gmt 27 Apr 94 
Editorial report (ME/1985 MED/15 [24]) 


On 27th April the president of Mauritania, Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, received at the presidential 


palace Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah, Kuwait's first deputy prime minister and minister of foreign 
affairs. After the meeting, the Kuwaiti minister said that he had delivered to the president a message from the 
Emir of Kuwait and had discussed with the president the developments in the Gulf region. 


The Kuwaiti foreign minister, who arrived in Nouakchott on the 27th from Algeria, also said that he would be 
holding talks with his Mauritanian counterpart. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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RABAT, May 13 (Reuter) - Mauritanian Prime Minister Mohamed ould Boubacar brought a message from 
President for King Hassan of Morocco, officials said on Friday. 
Boubacar arrived on Thursday for what officials described as a working visit at the head of a government 


delegation including Education Minister Mokhtar ould Haye and Cheyakh ould Eli, the top official in charge of 
Arab Maghreb Union affairs. 


Mauritania and Morocco are both members of the AMU along with Algeria, Libya and Tunisia. 


The implementation of plans for greater economic and political cooordination among the five is expected to 
be a main topic at talks Boubacar is due to have with Moroccan Prime Minister Mohamed Karim Lamrani. 


They are also expected to discuss the situation in Western Sahara, the former Spanish colony claimed by 
Morocco, where a United Nations referendum to decide the territory's future has been stalled by a dispute 
over who is eligble to vote. 


President Taya received on Tuesday in Nouakchott Bachir Mustapha Sayed, a senior official of the Polisario 
Front which has been fighting for independence of the territory since 1976. 


Mauritania also laid claim to part of Western Sahara until 1979 when it withdrew from the conflict after signing 
a peace accord with the Polisario. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1994 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (940516) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 16 May 93): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & 
SPOMS ities Abdallahi Ould ABDI 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DO@TONCC. cicc-cie cazcrrictiacier: Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Equcattion.........cceeeeceeeesseeeseeeeeens Mokhtar Ould HAYE 
Environment & Rural Development........... Sghair Ould MBARECK 
Finance.......... Lemrabott Ould Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheik AHMED 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy......... Kane Cheikh Mohamed FADEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs.................0. Mohamed Ould AMAR 
Industry, Mining............... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 
Interior, Post & 

Telecmmnctns..Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 

JUST OO. iiidiceeiecieneicin Sow Abou DEMBA 

PAN MIA Gs:i:.20cesscceveedieyceateceanceeeeenrs Taki Ould SIDI 

Trade, Craft Industry, Tourism.....Chbih Ould Cheik MELAININE 
Transport, Suppli€S........ eee Diagana MOUSSA 


Water, Energy.........:cceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............000000008 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (71) 510 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (940517) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 16 May 93): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.....Abdallahi Ould ABDI 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
Defence .v...c.c6seiciecctenn ss Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Equceattion.........cceeeeceeeeseeeeeneeeens Mokhtar Ould HAYE 
Environment & Rural Development........... Sghair Ould MBARECK 
Finance.......... Lemrabott Ould Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheik AHMED 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy......... Kane Cheikh Mohamed FADEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs.................0. Mohamed Ould AMAR 
Industry, Mining............... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSTICE... ccc cec ce cee eee eeeeseeeeeeeees Sow Abou DEMBA 
PANNING. -cccccescecescatecesgeresseteceneess Taki Ould SIDI 


Trade, Craft Industry, Tourism.....Chbih Ould Cheik MELAININE 
Transport, Supplies... eee Diagana MOUSSA 


Water, Energy........:ceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............::0000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (71) 510 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 20 (Reuter) - Mauritanian officials have seized the Arabic edition of the weekly Le 
Calame which published a report by human rights groups on Mauritanians expelled to Senegal and Mali, its 
publisher said on Friday. 


Habib Ould Mahfoud said the paper, which carried a report by the International Human Rights Federation 
(FIDH) and French rights group Agir Ensemble, was seized on Wednesday from the national printing press. 


Several rights organisations have condemned the forcible expulsion of thousands of black Mauritanians in 
1989-1990. 


U.S.-based Human Rights Watch/Africa said in a report last month the West African country's Moorish rulers 
were still waging a campaign of terror against the black population, killing, torturing and seizing property. 


The newspaper also said last March's appointment as interior minister of Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould Dah 
could further strain relations with Senegal because he was governor of the border region during the 1989 
crisis. 


Agir Ensemble and the FIDH travelled to Mauritania and the Senegalese border area from January 7 to 16, 
visiting refugee camps where the expelled Mauritanians live and meeting officials, human rights groups and 
diplomats in Nouakchott. 


The head of Mauritania's human rights league, Saad Bouh Kamara, who helped organise their visit, was 
detained on January 20 and held for four days. 


Mahoud said the seizure of the paper might also be an attempt to prevent embarrassment ahead of a state 
visit by King Juan Carlos of Spain from May 23 to 25. 


The French-based journalists’ organisation Reporters sans Frontieres, in a letter to Mauritanian President 
Colonel Mohamed HesSny SO nese ENTERS described the seizure of Le Calame as "a scandalous 
obstruction to the free flow of information". 


The letter, a copy of which was faxed to Reuters in Nicosia, urged the Mauritanian leader to exert all his 
efforts to allow the seized copies of the weekly to be returned to the stands. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 23 (Reuter) - King Juan Carlos of Spain arrived in Mauritania on Monday at the start of 
a three-day state visit, to be greeted by a vast crowd of people and 625 camels, officials said. 


The camels formed part of an elaborate official welcome for the king, who was met at Nouakchott airport by 
President Maaouya Ould Sid! : 


On Tuesday, the king is due to visit Taya's home town of Adrar and address the national assembly in 
Nouakchott. 


Mauritania borders the disputed former Spanish colony of Western Sahara, claimed by Morocco and where 
the Polisario Front seeks independence. 
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_F Radio Mauritania, Nouakchott, in Arabic 1900 gmt 19 Jun 94 


Excerpts from report 


His Excellency President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya today received Mr Yahya Husayn al-Arashi, 
minister of civil service and administrative reform in the sisterly Republic of Yemen, who is also the special 
envoy of Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Salih... 


After the meeting, the Yemeni minister made the following statement to colleague Zaydan [phonetic]: 


[Arashi - recording] | am very happy with and honoured by the reception by His Excellency, the president. | 
was able to convey the message from His Exellency Lt-Gen Ali Abdullah Salih, the president of the Republic 
of Yemen. 


As you know, bilateral Yemeni-Mauritanian relations - which go back to historical times - and brotherly ties 
between the two presidents, the people and the two governments, are given special importance by this 
continuity. Also it should be mentioned that because of the current Yemeni situation to defend Yemeni unity, 
and what is going on in the Yemeni sphere, it was necessary to put the brother president in the picture and to 
brief him on the outcome of dialogue resulting from Arab and United Nations efforts. 


We believe that the cause of Yemeni unity - which is the cause of all Arabs - has the support and enthusiasm 
of the president, as confirmed during our meeting. [This support] is to consolidate Yemeni unity and 
democracy in Yemen... | cannot but express my thanks and gratitude in the name of Yemen, its government, 
people and leadership on this occasion for the sentiments we received from the president, the Mauritanian 
people and government. Thank you very much... 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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Text of report 


His Excellency the President of the Republic Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya at noon today received at his 


office Dijiounkouma Traore, Malian minister of state and defence minister. The meeting was attended by Col 
Ahmed Ould Minnih, national defence minister. 


Following the meeting the Malian minister gave a statement to colleague [indistinct name], in which he said 
that the visit which he was conducting fell within the framework of the existing cooperation between the two 
countries, and the regular consultation between the authorities in the two countries for strengthening this 
cooperation. He stressed that he was honoured by the reception accorded to him by the president of the 
republic, Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, who was considered a close friend of Mali. 


The Malian minister said that President Alpha Oumar Konare had charged him with conveying the feelings of 
friendship and brotherhood to the president of the republic. The Malian minister thanked the Mauritanian 
government and people for the support which Mauritania has never ceased to offer to Mali. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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Text of report 


His Excellency the President of the Republic Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya at noon today received at his 


office Dijiounkouma Traore, Malian minister of state and defence minister. The meeting was attended by Col 
Ahmed Ould Minnih, national defence minister. 


Following the meeting the Malian minister gave a statement to colleague [indistinct name], in which he said 
that the visit which he was conducting fell within the framework of the existing cooperation between the two 
countries, and the regular consultation between the authorities in the two countries for strengthening this 
cooperation. He stressed that he was honoured by the reception accorded to him by the president of the 
republic, Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, who was considered a close friend of Mali. 


The Malian minister said that President Alpha Oumar Konare had charged him with conveying the feelings of 
friendship and brotherhood to the president of the republic. The Malian minister thanked the Mauritanian 
government and people for the support which Mauritania has never ceased to offer to Mali. 
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ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast, Aug 4 (Reuter) - West African presidents were converging on Nigeria for their annual 
regional summit on Thursday, but troubles in the host country or at home kept heads of about half the 16 
member-states away. 


Sierra Leone's military president Valentine Strasser, Guinea's Lansana Conte, and Liberia's transitional head 
of state David Kpomakpor were each reported leaving their capitals for the two-day conference of the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which opens on Friday. 


Benin's Nicephore Soglo, current president of ECOWAS, was due to leave on Thursday afternoon, sharing a 
flight with Niger's Mahamane Ousmane, but Malian leader Alphar Oumar Konare, who had been expected to 
join them, cancelled at the last minute without explanation. 


Mali is suffering a renewed rise in violence between its black majority and fair-skinned Tuareg nomads and 
Prime Minister Ibrahim Keita on Thursday said he was extending his tour of the troubled desert north. 


Ivory Coast President Henri Konan Bedie also stayed at home, wary of what an aide called the "uncertain" 
situation in Nigeria, where strikes and protests have followed the arrest of presidential claimant Moshood 
Abiola. 


At least three people were killed on Wednesday in the country's largest city, Lagos, during clashes between 
police and opponents of the military government, which arrested Abiola for treason last month after he 
proclaimed himself president. 


Abiola, believed to have won a 1993 presidential election annulled by the military, is on trial in the inland 
capital, Abuja, where the summit is to be held. 


Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore and Togo's Gnassingbe Eyadema have decided not to make the 
trip to Abuja but their aides offered no explanation. 


Guinea-Bissau is in the middle of presidential elections, with the second round of voting due on August 7. 


Officials in Gambia, where army officers took power in a bloodless coup on July 22, said head of state 
Lieutenant Yahyah Jammeh would be represented by Foreign Minister Bolong Sonko. 


They said Sonko would travel with neighbouring Senegal's President Abdou Diouf but officials in Dakar on 
Thursday said Diouf had decided to send minister delegate for economic integration, Magatte Thiam, in his 
place. 


There was no Official word from Ghana or Cape Verde but Mauritanian officials said it appeared unlikely that 
their president, ‘Ahmed Taya, would attend. 


The summit is expected to discuss ways to revitalise ECOWAS, which groups some of the world's poorest 
countries, and an Ivorian official said a sub-committee would debate ways of reviving the stalled peace 
process in Liberia. 
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PARIS, Sept 2 (Reuter) - An international press watchdog group protested on Friday against Mauritania's 
seizure of two newspapers' Thursday editions and urged Nouakchott to respect press freedom. 


"Reporters sans Frontieres (Reporters without Borders, RsF) can only regret once more the attitude of the 
Mauritanian authorities toward the private press," the group said in a letter to Mauritanian President 


The Paris-based group said it learned that the Mauritanian authorities had seized Thursday's editions of the 
Arab-language Al-Bayane and French-language Le Calame, both of which appear twice weekly. 


The group said seven independent Mauritanian newspapers had suspended publication in protest against a 
spate of government seizures, suspensions and censhorship of the press. 


The newspapers -- Mauritanie Nouvelles, L'Eveil-Hebdo, L'Unite, Akhbar Al Ousbou and Al Mostaqbal as well 
as Al Bayane and Le Calame -- describe the suspension as a "strike for liberty", RsF said in its letter to the 
Mauritanian president, a copy of which was given Reuters. 


"RSF endorses the initiative launched by the independent press and urges you to take its complaints under 
consideration so that freedom of the press is respected in Mauritania," the group said. 


An RsF spokesman told Reuters the group was unaware of any specific motive for the seizures but added 
newspaper Officials in Mauritania believed them to be a pre-emptive move intended to warn the press against 
being too aggressive in the future. 
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Nouakchott, 7th November: Mauritania has accused Sudan and the banned Algerian Islamic Salvation Front 
[FIS] of masterminding rising Islamic fundamentalism in the country by "secretly funding secret Islamic 
organizations" whose aim is "to topple" President RSSGHyAOUIaISIG Aimed Ted's government. "They 
were about to strike. For the past year there has been a guerrilla training programme in progress, and the 


maintenance of relations with Islamic fundamentalist groups - including the FIS - based in Europe, Tunisia 
and Sudan," Mauritania's Rachid Ould Saleh, the minister of interior, post and telecommunications, told AFP. 


"The 60 Mauritanian Islamic leaders arrested at the end of September, who were later pardoned, were 
infiltrated by the aides of Sudanese [National] Islamic [Front] leader Hasan al-Turabi," Mr Saleh explained. 
"Their plan was to physically liquidate cabinet ministers. We have documentary evidence," he added. 


The opposition Union of Democratic Forces [UFD] and the Union for Democracy and Progress [UDP] 
challenge that version of events, and accuse the government of having "completely made up" the story that 
Islamic fundamentalism had taken root in Mauritania. "The government casually embarked on a prefabricated 
affair. It cannot produce the least bit of evidence," UFD Chairman Ahmed Ould Daddah told AFP, 
condemning what he called "arbitrary arrests and searches". 


The government wanted to "get into the good books of the Europeans by giving the impression that it was 
fighting against an upsurge of Islamic fundamentalism. In Mauritania, however, Islam cannot in any way be 
violent because it is everyone's religion, a state religion opposed by no one," UDP Spokesman Mohamedou 
Ould Babah told AFP. 


The UFD and UDP leaders were surprised that people who had been accused of wanting to overthrow the 
regime had been pardoned even before their trial... In their public confessions on television after their arrest, 
which they now deny, the Islamic leaders said they were members of the "Organization of the Jihad in 
Mauritania" and the " Organization of Muslims of Mauritania", unknown until then, who were " prepared to 
resort to the physical liquidation of leaders to overthrow President Taya". They had also acknowledged that 
Islamic fundamentalism had taken root in Mauritania through the infiltration of nongovernmental organizations 
[NGOs], with funds coming in from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and a London-based businessman. 


Charity NGOs in Mauritania - which number over 200 - carry out major social programmes aimed at the 
underprivileged living in shanty towns around the capital, Nouakchott, where millions of unemployed youth 
are left to their own devices. "NGOs implement normal programmes and take care of the poor, whom the 
state refuses to take care of," the UDP spokesman stated. "Only Taya's immoral regime, which acts in utter 
disregard for the law, can push people to extremism," the UFD leader asserted. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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_F AFP news agency, Paris, in French 0946 gmt 7 Nov 94 
Excerpts from report 


Nouakchott, 7th November: Mauritania has accused Sudan and the banned Algerian Islamic Salvation Front 
[FIS] of masterminding rising Islamic fundamentalism in the country by "secretly funding secret Islamic 
organizations" whose aim is "to topple" President RSSGHyAOUIaISIG Aimed Ted's government. "They 
were about to strike. For the past year there has been a guerrilla training programme in progress, and the 


maintenance of relations with Islamic fundamentalist groups - including the FIS - based in Europe, Tunisia 
and Sudan," Mauritania's Rachid Ould Saleh, the minister of interior, post and telecommunications, told AFP. 


"The 60 Mauritanian Islamic leaders arrested at the end of September, who were later pardoned, were 
infiltrated by the aides of Sudanese [National] Islamic [Front] leader Hasan al-Turabi," Mr Saleh explained. 
"Their plan was to physically liquidate cabinet ministers. We have documentary evidence," he added. 


The opposition Union of Democratic Forces [UFD] and the Union for Democracy and Progress [UDP] 
challenge that version of events, and accuse the government of having "completely made up" the story that 
Islamic fundamentalism had taken root in Mauritania. "The government casually embarked on a prefabricated 
affair. It cannot produce the least bit of evidence," UFD Chairman Ahmed Ould Daddah told AFP, 
condemning what he called "arbitrary arrests and searches". 


The government wanted to "get into the good books of the Europeans by giving the impression that it was 
fighting against an upsurge of Islamic fundamentalism. In Mauritania, however, Islam cannot in any way be 
violent because it is everyone's religion, a state religion opposed by no one," UDP Spokesman Mohamedou 
Ould Babah told AFP. 


The UFD and UDP leaders were surprised that people who had been accused of wanting to overthrow the 
regime had been pardoned even before their trial... In their public confessions on television after their arrest, 
which they now deny, the Islamic leaders said they were members of the "Organization of the Jihad in 
Mauritania" and the " Organization of Muslims of Mauritania", unknown until then, who were " prepared to 
resort to the physical liquidation of leaders to overthrow President Taya". They had also acknowledged that 
Islamic fundamentalism had taken root in Mauritania through the infiltration of nongovernmental organizations 
[NGOs], with funds coming in from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and a London-based businessman. 


Charity NGOs in Mauritania - which number over 200 - carry out major social programmes aimed at the 
underprivileged living in shanty towns around the capital, Nouakchott, where millions of unemployed youth 
are left to their own devices. "NGOs implement normal programmes and take care of the poor, whom the 
state refuses to take care of," the UDP spokesman stated. "Only Taya's immoral regime, which acts in utter 
disregard for the law, can push people to extremism," the UFD leader asserted. 
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Casablanca: Taha Yasin Ramadan, member of the Iraqi Revolution Command Council and vice-president, 
held here today a series of meetings with several Arab and foreign heads of state and officials. 


Ramadan met Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Palestinian President Yasir Arafat, 


Sudanese President Lt-Gen Umar Hasan al-Bashir, Algerian Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi and Mozambican 
Foreign Minister Daniel Antonio, who all asked the vice-president to convey their greetings to leader 
President Saddam Husayn. 


The vice-president briefed them on the Iraqi position at the seventh Islamic summit conference, as well as 
ways to promote international efforts to lift the blockade. The Mauritanian president asserted that his country 
supported Iraq's position and its desire to raise the issue of lifting the blockade at the Islamic summit 
conference. 


Yasir Arafat stressed the need to lift the unjust blockade imposed on Iraq, while the Sudanese president 
expressed Sudan's firm call for lifting the blockade on Iraq and said he highly valued Iraq's efforts to remove 
everything that may justify the continuation of the blockade. 


The Algerian prime minister said that he would raise the issue of the blockade imposed on Iraq before the 
Islamic summit conference. The Mozambican foreign minister voiced his desire to promote the existing 
cooperation between the two friendly countries, stressing that the Mozambican people supported the Iraqi 
people in overcoming their ordeal resulting from the unjust blockade imposed on them and from foreign 
challenges facing them. 


Ramadan also met today Turkish President Suleyman Demirel and Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Salih 
separately. He discussed with President Demirel the topics listed on the Islamic summit conference's agenda, 
as well as the unjust blockade imposed on Iraq. They also discussed relations between Iraq and Turkey and 
ways of promoting them. Ramadan and the Yemeni president then discussed the need to coordinate matters 
between Iraq and Yemen to serve the joint interests of the two fraternal countries. The meetings were 
attended by Foreign Minister Muhammad Sa'id al-Sahhaf. Taha Yasin Ramadan also met in Casablanca 
today King Husayn of Jordan. They discussed the topics listed on the seventh Islamic summit's agenda. 


Ramadan then met Malian President Alpha Oumar Konare and conveyed to him President Saddam Husayn's 
greetings. The Malian president expressed his best wishes to and appreciation for leader President Saddam 
Husayn in his confrontation of challenges and conspiracies. The talks reviewed the topics listed on the 
Islamic summit's agenda and the need to lift the unjust blockade on Iraq. The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Muhammad Sa’id al-Sahhaf. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 30 (Reuter) - Mauritania, where bread riots triggered a security crackdown last week, 
faces the prospect of starting the Moslem fasting month of Ramadan under curfew. 


An order to stay off the streets after 10 p.m. threatens to curtail the traditional nighttime feasting for Moslems 
who fast during the day. 


But the appearance of evening strollers prepared to take their chance with police patrols suggests tension 
may be easing in Nouakchott after huge deployments of police and paramilitary gendarmes. 


The curfew was shortened by two hours on Sunday and may be eased further once Ramadan starts early in 
February. 


But residents say some shops are open in defiance of the order while residents dodge the patrols. Offenders 
caught by security forces are sentenced to a session of market cleaning or other public services. 


Some Red Beret commandos have even made curfew-breakers perform a song or the traditional "Jaguar" 
dance on the spot. 


The sparsely-populated west African country of two million people straddles the divide between Arab and 
black Africa. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks originating from sub-Saharan Africa each make up roughly a 
third of the population, but the Moors dominate politically and economically. 


The other third are Arabic-speaking former slaves who retain political and cultural ties to their former masters. 


Security forces detained opposition leaders Anmed Ould Daddah and Hamdi Ould Mouknass on January 23 
on charges of organising riots that broke out when the price of a loaf of bread rose by 25 percent. 


The opposition says the riots were a spontaneous expression of popular anger at poverty and hardship. 


"The Mauritanian people are enduring their sixth structural adjustment programme, savage liberalisation, 
wide-scale job losses and a lack of health and social support. Things had to explode sometime,” said 
Mohamed Ould Mah, president of the Popular Social Democratic Union. 


The government has accused certain opposition parties of fomenting unrest to destabilise the country. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who took power in a coup in 1984, is half way through the 


six-year term he won in Mauritania's first multi-party election in January 1992. 


Opposition parties said the vote was rigged and boycotted legislative polls in June 1992, ensuring a big 
majority for Taya's Republican Democratic and Social Party and its allies. 


Moors dominate the ruling party and hold the balance of power over the two other ethnic groups. 


Blacks have little say even among the opposition. Ould Daddah, leader of the main opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces, is the half brother of Moktar Ould Daddah, the country's first president after 
independence from France. 


U.S.-based Human Rights Watch/Africa produced a damning report last April accusing Moors of waging a 
campaign of terror against the black population and saying slavery still existed. 


Several rights organisations have accused government forces of killing up to 600 black prisoners in 1990-91 
and denounced the expulsion of thousands, mostly to Senegal, in 1989-1990. 


Mauritania borders Algeria, where up to 30,000 people have died in a power struggle between the 
army-backed government and fundamentalist Moslems. 


Islam is the national religion of Mauritania and alcohol is banned but the constitution bars political parties with 
any religious base and the government is keen to prevent any imports of extremism. 


The authorities arrested 64 people in September, accusing them of being members of a clandestine Islamic 
group with foreign links. They freed them after 12 made public confessions. 


State television appealing for order last Monday warned young people particularly against links with foreign 
groups. 


Interior Minister Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould Dah, meeting opposition parties on Sunday, said Ould 
Daddah and Ould Mouknass were being held in the interior. 


They are in administrative detention, a colonial era provision applicable to anyone deemed a threat to public 
order and valid for six months, renewable once. 


Prime Minister Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar said on Saturday they would be freed when the situation 
returned to normal. 


"These people were put under house arrest to prevent the continuation of calls to violence and to put an end 
to the organisation being set up to provoke serious civil disobedience," Ould Boubacar told Radio France 
Internationale. 
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_F Source: Radio Mauritania, Nouakchott, in French 2000 gmt 13 Feb 95 


Text of report by Mauritanian radio 


President Saddam Husayn of Iraq has sent a special emissary to President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. 


The emissary, Transport and Communications Minister Anmad Murtada Ahmad Khalil, arrived in Nouakchott 
this afternoon and was welcomed at the airport by Rachid Ould Saleh, the Mauritanian minister of 
telecommunications, responsible for relations with parliament, and by Dr Anwar Mawlud Dhiban, the Iraqi 
ambassador to Nouakchott. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 21 (Reuter) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya reshuffled Mauritania's 


government on Tuesday, naming new ministers of defence and finance among the changes. 


A presidential decree said Abdallahi Ould Abdi would move to Defence from Civil Service, Labour, Youth and 
Sports. Defence minister Colonel Anmed Ould Minnih becomes secretary general at the presidency, a post 
with ministerial rank. 


Sidi Mohamed Ould-Biya takes over as finance minister. 
No official explanation for the changes was given. 


Three days of riots over increased bread prices rocked the capital Nouakchott in January. A curfew imposed 
to curb the unrest was lifted at the start of the Moslem fasting month of Ramadan. 


Last May, the ministers of finance, interior and fisheries exchanged places with no official explanation. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1995 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (950222) 


President.........ssse: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 21 Feb 95): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DG6NC6 vacec center ceectindecnenntcs Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Equcattion.........cccceeceeesseeeeneees Louleid Ould WEDDAD 
Environment & Rural Development........... Sghair Ould MBARECK 
FINANCC reccecscsrececct eres. geevineese Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYA 


Fisheries & Maritime 

Economy..........:00 Cheikh el Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs................. Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUST CO wi eeindeiiece niente Sow Abou DEMBA 

Mining & INdustry........ eee N'Gaede LAMINE 
Planning........... Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheik MELAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.....Col Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft Industry, Tourism............... Diagana MOUSSA 


Transport, Supplies... eee Sow Mohamed DEINA 


Water, Energy.........ceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............:::000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (71) 510 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 23 (Reuter) - French interior minister Charles Pasqua, a close ally of embattled prime 
minister and presidential candidate Edouard Balladur, visited Mauritania on Thursday at the start of a swift 
private tour of west Africa. 


Pasqua, who met Mauritanian head of state Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, told reporters before 


leaving for Senegal his visit had no connection with the French election campaign. 


"Our visit has no electoral aspect, we have come to reaffirm to our African friends that France will make a 
great effort to ensure that the European Union gives as much development aid and economic support to the 
south as to the east," Pasqua said. 


Pasqua, who is due in Ivory Coast on Friday, is embroiled with Balladur in a row over illegal phone-tapping 
which has dented the premier's standing as front-runner to win the presidential election in May. 


Pasqua has resisted calls to resign over the scandal, about a police tap on the telephone of the father-in-law 
of a magistrate probing the finances of Balladur's Rally for the Republic party, particularly in Pasqua's west 
Paris power base. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1995 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 2 (Reuter) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has made a 
national appeal for vigilance in his impoverished Sahel nation rocked by bread riots this year. 


In a broadcast on Wednesday night marking the end of the Moslem fasting month of Ramadan, Taya referred 
to unnamed people he said were determined to subvert national security. 


"There are those who are using all means to try and discredit the state and undermine the security it enjoys, 
by conniving with certain groups and organisations," Taya said. 


Political analysts said the president was clearly referring to Islamists and opposition militants accused of 
fomenting food riots in January following a 25 percent rise in the price of bread. A curfew imposed to check 
the violence remained partially in place during the Ramadan. 


Two leading opposition figures were arrested in the crackdown, among them Ahmed Ould Daddah, 
half-brother of the former French colony's first president, Moktar Ould Daddah. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah was freed early last month but political analysts said Taya was angered by a statement 
by his half-brother, made in Nice in the wake of the riots and seen by authorities as a rallying call to the 
opposition. 


Taya's broadcast was also seen as a veiled attack on France. The Nouakchott government holds France 
responsible for what it regards as destabilising political statements from its territory by the former president. 


"I call on all citizens to maintain vigilance to thwart all insidious plots against our country," declared Taya, who 
seized power in a coup in 1984. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated west African country of two million people, straddles Arab and black Africa. 
It borders Algeria, where up to 30,000 people have died in a powerstruggle between the army-backed 
government and Moslem fundamentalists. 


c) Reuters Limited 1995) 
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DAKAR, July 23 (AFP) - French President Jacques Chirac winds up Sunday a five-day first African tour 
during which he brought reassurances of continued support and rejected current "pessimism" about Africa's 
future. 


The visit aimed at emphasising France's faith in a continent plagued with political and ethnic strife, human 
rights abuses, disease and grinding poverty, was the occasion for a series of regional mini-summits in three 
of the capitals visited. 


Chirac arrived in Dakar late on Saturday from the Gabonese capital Libreville where in addition to President 
Omar Bongo, he met presidents Paul Biya of Cameroun, Ange-Felix Patasse of the Central African Republic, 
Pascal Lissouba of Congo, Idriss Deby of Chad and Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo of Equatorial 
Guinea. 


The talks focussed almost entirely on economic issues, including debts and the impact on local economies of 
the devaluation by 50 percent of the west African CFA franc in January 1994. 


Bongo, whose country is one of the most indebted in Africa, urged donors to ease the burden on African 
economies. The appeal was echoed by Biya and Lissouba. 


In talks with Deby, Chirac pointed out that Chad was the only franc zone countries to have so far failed to 
organise multi-party elections. A member of Chirac's entourage said he had "one or two ideas" on the subject. 


Addressing French expatriates in Libreville, Chirac slammed the "pessimism" prevalent among some 
politicians and journalists who "depict Africa as a continent on the brink of disaster". 


"Things change faster than we think," in Africa where Chirac said there was genuine evolution towards better 
management of public finances and constitutional rule. 


But he warned "those who preach" and tell others how to run their affairs, that African countries would attain 
this goal "in their own time and in the way they want". 


In Dakar, Chirac is due to meet his counterparts from Guinea and Mauritania, respectively, Lansana Conte 
and Maaouya ould Sid-AhmedTaya. Malian President Alpha Omar Konare declined the invitation saying the 
regional gatherings reflected an attempt to create a "hierarchy" among franc zone states. 


Chirac who began his tour in Morocco, was in Ivory Coast on Friday for talks with President Henri Konan 
Bedie and the leaders of Benin, Togo, Niger and Burkina Faso. 


He was up-beat there about the economic and political progress made by African countries and criticised 
donor countries who sought to scale down their aid to development on the continent. 


He notably urged west African states to try to integrate their economies so as to facilitate exchanges and 
optimise resources and efficiency. 


jmt/jb AFP AFP 
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ALGIERS, July 24 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya arrived for a three-day visit 


here Monday, expected to focus on bilateral and international relations. 
Algerian President Liamine Zeroual and government officials welcomed Taya at the airport. 


Algeria and Mauritania are members of the Arab Maghreb Union which also comprises Libya, Morocco and 
Tunisia. The organization is currently headed by Algeria. 


bb/gk/bm AFP AFP 
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PARIS, July 24 (Reuter) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrived in Algiers on 
Monday for a three-day official visit intended to increase cooperation between the neighbouring North African 
countries, Algerian state-run radio said. 


He was greeted at the airport by Algerian Prime Minister Mokdad Sifi and other dignitaries. 
The radio said the Mauritanian leader was invited by Algerian President Liamine Zeroual. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1995 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 25 (Reuter) - Mauritania's six main opposition parties have joined forces to fight the next 
general election in 1997, calling for a new electoral law to ensure that the poll is free and fair. 


The six parties, including the dominant Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), launched a common front on 
Monday with a statement blaming the government for "the material and moral decline of the state as well as 
the economic crisis". 


UDF leader Ahmed Ould Daddah, half-brother of the country's first president after independence from France, 
said in a radio interview on Tuesday that the opposition wanted to contest the next elections. 


"We think the opposition parties have to join their efforts in order to make more transparent the next 
elections," he told the British Broadcasting Corporation's English-language Focus on Africa programme. 


The opposition boycotted the last election in 1992, saying the electoral process unduly favoured the 
Democratic and Social Republican Party of President ie ScaTOUNSE RARSETEC 
Taya's party won an overwhelming majority in the national assembly. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks originating from sub-Saharan Africa each make up roughly one 
third of Mauritania's two million people but the Moors dominate the country socially and economically. The 
other third of the population are Arabic-speaking former slaves who retain political and cultural ties to their 
former masters. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, bowed to calls for multi-party politics in 1991. A total of 
18 political parties have formally registered since then. 


The opposition front denounced "the unilateral management of the democratic process by the ruling party" 
and accused it of refusing to register opposition militants as voters. 


The government accused the opposition of fomenting unrest during bread riots in January. 


Ould Dadda, who was detained briefly this year, said the opposition wanted a proper electoral code and 
correct electoral lists. 


"In the past elections were tricky and very dangerous for democracy we think and very dangerous for the 
country's stability," he told the BBC. 


"We need too to participate to the official radio and television for debating about country's problems," he said, 
adding: "Last but not least we need to have international observers to supervise the future elections." 


Ould Daddah said there was no dialogue between the opposition and the government about policy. 
"We think strongly our party has a majority in the country," he said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 22 (Reuter) - A group of Mauritanian politicians has broken away from the main 
opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), to found Action for Change, the country's 20th political party, 
Officials said on Tuesday. 


The new party brings together black Africans and members of the El Hor movement of slave descendants 
known as Haratine. 


It is led by former UFD secretary-general Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, a Haratine political activist who has been 
a member of El Hor since the movement began in 1974. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks originating from sub-Saharan Africa each make up roughly one 
third of Mauritania's two million people but the Moors dominate socialy and economically. 


The other third of the population are the Haratine, who are Arabic-speaking and darker-skinned and retain 
political and cultural ties to their former masters. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who took power in a coup in 1984, permitted political parties in 


1991. The next parliamentary elections are due by March 1997. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1995 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (951009) 


President.........ssse: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 9 Oct 95): 


Prime Minister..................0 Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DG6NC6 cee cen icrtceetidcetenies Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Education............ Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Sheikh AHMED 
Environment & Rural Development................. Timera BOUBOU 
FINANCC reccecscsrencscct eres. ceevineess Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYA 


Fisheries & Maritime 

Economy..........:00 Cheikh el Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs... Sghair Ould MBARECK 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSUCE eesti Othmane Sidi Anmed YESSA 

Mining & Industry........ eee N'Gaede LAMINE 
Planning........... Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheik MELAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency....... Louleid Ould WEDDAD 


Trade, Craft, Industry, Tourism.............. Sow Abou DEMBA 


Transport, Supplies... eee Sow Mohamed DEINA 


Water, Energy.........ceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............:::000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (Reuter) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has sacked Prime 


Minister Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar who has been in office for the past four years, an official 
announcement said on Tuesday. 


He is succeeded by the Minister of Fisheries and Maritime Economy, Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna, 
it said. 


No reason was given for the change. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960102) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 2 Jan 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) sciiiseceveri nets Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TAGUEDI 
DG@IGNCC. aici seccts sess taceiesccetextiiies Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Education............ Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Sheikh AHMED 
Environment & Rural Development................. Timera BOUBOU 
FINANCE. ieee ita Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYA 


Fisheries & Maritime 

ECONOMY. .......ceeeeeeeeeeecenteeeeneeeeeneeeeenees Vacant 

Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs... Sghair Ould MBARECK 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSUICC Stel jncceeani teeeeta Othmane Sidi Anmed YESSA 

Mining & Industry........ eee N'Gaede LAMINE 
Planning........... Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheik MELAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency....... Louleid Ould WEDDAD 


Trade, Craft, Industry, Tourism............. Sow Abou DEMBA 


Transport, Supplies... ee Sow Mohamed DEINA 
Water, Energy..........cceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governol..........eeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya on Tuesday 


dismissed his prime minister, Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubakar, officials announced in the capital Nouakchott. 


A former finance minister, Boubacar had headed the government for four years. The appointment of a new 
premier was expected to follow in the hours after the announcement. 


jng/nb/rom AFP AFP 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya on Tuesday 


dismissed his prime minister, Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubakar, officials announced in the capital Nouakchott. 


A former finance minister, Boubacar had headed the government for four years. The appointment of a new 
premier was expected to follow in the hours after the announcement. 


Reliable sources here said late in December that general elections planned for February and March 1997 
could be brought forward to the fourth quarter of 1996, but there was no official confirmation of the report. 


Local newspapers said parliamentarians of the governing party had been told of the possibility by Boubakar 
at a meeting. 


The opposition has been calling for the dissolution of parliament since the first multi-party elections in 1992, 
which it boycotted. 


Bread riots early last year led to a government reshuffle. 
jng/nb AFP AFP 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya on Tuesday 


appointed Sheikh Alavia Ould Mohamed Khouna new prime minister after dismissing his predecessor earlier 
in the day, officials announced. 


The new premier has been minister for fishing and economy since February. 
He succeeds Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubakar. 
A former finance minister, Boubakar had headed the government for four years. 


Reliable sources here said late in December that general elections planned for February and March 1997 
could be brought forward to the fourth quarter of 1996, but there was no official confirmation of the report. 


Local newspapers said parliamentarians of the governing party had been told of the possibility by Boubakar 
at a meeting. 


The opposition has been calling for the dissolution of parliament since the first multi-party elections in 1992, 
which it boycotted. 


Bread riots early last year led to a government reshuffle. 
jng-nb/gk/ns AFP AFP 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya on Tuesday 


appointed Sheikh Alavia Ould Mohamed Khouna new prime minister, officials announced. 
The new premier has been minister for fishing and economy since February. 

He succeeds Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubakar who was dismissed earlier in the day. 

A former finance minister, Boubakar had headed the government for four years. 


No official reason was given for the sacking of Boubakar, but observers speculated that it was related to 
upcoming elections in Mauritania. 


Earlier, the president met Boubakar "to inform him that his functions as prime minister were terminated," a 
statement from the president's office said. 


"On this occasion, he congratulated him for acts carried out while he was head of government during the past 
four years," the statement said. 


The shakeup comes just two days before a national convention of the ruling Democratic and Socialist 
Republican Party (PRDS), which will be centred on key decisions related to upcoming legislative and 
presidential elections. 


Reliable sources here said late last month that general elections planned for February and March 1997 could 
be brought forward to the fourth quarter of 1996, but there was no official confirmation of the report. 


Local newspapers said parliamentarians of the governing party had been told of the possibility by Boubakar 
at a meeting. 


Boubakar's departure would pave the way for "a more politically solid team" to prepare for the next elections, 
an informed source said. 


The opposition has been calling for the dissolution of parliament since the first multi-party elections in 1992, 
which it boycotted. 


They want a new electoral code, guarantees of an independent judiciary and an impartial administration. 
Bread riots early last year had led to a government reshuffle. 

jng/dy/gk 

AFP AFP 


Document afpr000020011012ds1200cuu 


REUTERS 





GOVERNMENT LIST. 


203 words 

12 January 1996 
Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1996 Reuters Limited 


MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960112) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 2 Jan 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) sciiiseceveri nets Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TEGUEDI 
DG@IGNCC. ieieveccts sess taceiescce exits Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Education............ Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
FINANCES cccctesteescccettepeesiriess Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYA 

Fisheries & Maritime Economy...............00- Baba Ould SIDI 


Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs.................. Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSTICE... eee eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anmed EL YESSA 

Mining & Industry........ eee N'GAIDE Lamine 
Planning............ Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheik MELAININE 
Rural Development & Environment................ SOW Abou Demba 
Secretary-General of the Presidency Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0+ Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 


Transport, SupplieS........ eee SOW Mohamed Deina 


Water, Energy.........ceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 


Central Bank Governot...............:::000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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PARIS, Jan 20 (Reuter) - Algerian President Liamine Zeroual met on Saturday emissaries from the Libyan 
and Tunisian leaders over Morocco's demand to freeze the activities of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), 
Algeria's state-run radio said on Saturday. 


Morocco demanded the freeze last month in protest at Algeria's backing of Polisario Front which seeks 
Western Sahara's independence from Morocco. 


The two envoys -- cabinet ministers Jomaa al-Fezzani of Libya and Said Ben Mustapha of Tunisia -- urged 
Morocco to withdraw its demand when they met King Hassan in Morocco on Thursday. 


Fezzani told Algerian radio after meeting Zeroual that he and Ben Mustapha had relayed messages from 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi and Tunisia's President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali about "their concerns 
related to developments and new events on the Maghreb scene". 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania, the other member of AMU, sent an envoy with a 


message to Zeroual on Friday. 


The Arab Maghreb Union was set up in 1989 to promete trade and diplomatic cooperation among the North 
African countries. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 12 (Reuter) - Mauritania's new Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna 
shuffled his cabinet on Monday, moving the health minister to the finance portfolio, an official statement said. 


Khouna, the former fisheries minister who became premier on January 2, moved health minister Camara Ali 
Gueladio to the finance portfolio. The foreign and defence ministers keep their jobs, and former finance 
minister Sidi Mohamed Ould Biya becomes planning minister. 


The former planning minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheik Melainine moves to rural development, 
and his predecessor Sow Abou Demba becomes health minister. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya sacked former prime minister Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar in 


January. He had been in office for four years. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960212) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 12 Feb 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 


D6) scttcicieecteeeects Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TEGUEDI 
DG@IGNCC. ieieseccts sess taceiesccebeatdiis Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Education............ Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
FINANCC: cesdcctecicceettecceescneesisis Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries & Maritime Economy.............00 Baba Ould SIDI 


Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....... Mohamed Salem Ould LEKHAL 
Health, Social Affairs..............ccc SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSTICE... eee eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
PIANNING....... cece eeeeeeeeeeeeee Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYA 


Rural Development & Environment... 
phetaddheeheiiny Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0+ Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 


Transport, SupplieS........ eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........cceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governol..........eeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960318) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 17 Mar 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) sciiiseceveri nets Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................... Limam Ould TEGUEDI 
DG@MGNCC. ieieveccts secs casedesccebectiiies Abdallahi Ould ABDI 

EqUCATION vs sicicccctiescsteeeegerenseeccneseene Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCG: ctccdcctecicceeetesesscseesaene Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries & Maritime Economyy........... Sidi Mohamed Ould BIYE 


Foreign Affairs & 
Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... ee SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
JUSTICE... eee eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry.......0eeee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning): «tees seetre hei ented Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 


Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0: Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, SupplieS........ eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........:ccceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........eceeeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 11 (Reuter) - Authorities in Mauritania have suspended publication of the independent 
weekly Mauritanie Nouvelles for three months, accusing it of subversion, the paper's editors said on 
Thursday. 


The paper said the interior ministry had informed it of the suspension, accusing the paper of "seeking to sow 
subversion and attack the national interest". 


The paper is widely read for its critical articles on slavery and the democratic process in the West African 
country. 


Mauritania banned slavery in 1980. The government says those cases that surface are just "vestiges" of the 
old system. An anti-slavery lobby group started operating last year. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya seized power in a coup in 1984. The opposition boycotted 


multi-party elections in 1992, saying the electoral process unduly favoured Taya's Democratic and Social 
Republican Party. 


The newspaper's publisher Ba Ould Saleck resigned in March in protest at repeated seizures by the 
authorities but this is the first time the authorities have suspended an independent publication. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960507) 


President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) sciiiseceveri nets Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
DG@IGNCC. ieievecctssccicasedesccebectiiies Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
EqUCATION vs sicccccsiescsteeeegereeneeccneseene Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCE: cccpscerccicceetessseescueeriens Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy...............- Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 
Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... eee SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications..............0+ Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 
JUSTICE... eee eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry.......0eeee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning): «tees seetre hei ented Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 


Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0: Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, SupplieS........ eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........:ccceeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........eceeeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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PARIS, May 10 (Reuter) - Mauritanian Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna promised 
opposition political leaders on Friday that all parties would be treated equally in October legislative elections. 


"All political parties, including those of the opposition, will be put on an equal footing during the election 
campaign, with equal time on radio and television," the premier said in a radio interview. 


"Each party will have a representative in every polling place who will be present when votes are counted," he 
told Radio France Internationale. 


Opposition political parties recently threatened to boycott the elections unless they were conducted openly 
and fairly. 


The opposition parties boycotted the last legislative elections in 1992, saying the electoral process unduly 
favoured the Democratic and Social Republican Party of President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, who is 
still in office after seizing power in a coup in 1984. 
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CAIRO, June 9 (Reuter) - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was busy on Sunday inviting leaders of the 
Arab world to Cairo to their first major meeting in six years, his office said. 


Mubarak contacted Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, Jordan's King Hussein and Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi, newspapers said. 


All are involved in peace moves with Israel which could be threatened by the election of the right-wing 
Benjamin Netanyahu as Israel's prime minister. 


Mubarak also invited Algeria's Liamine Zeroual, Morocco's King Hassan, Yemen's Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
Mauritanian leader Maaouya Ould Sic’ Ahmed Taya and the leaders of Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar and Bahrain, newspapers said. 


Libyan Colonel Muammar Gaddafi -- a bogeyman to the West -- was also invited but Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein was not on the guest list, they said. 


Mubarak issued the invitations after two days of talks in Damascus with Syria's President Hafez al-Assad and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah to find ways of building a united Arab front to counteract Netanyahu. 


The three leaders warned that any shifts in Israeli policy would plunge the Middle East into violence but they 
reaffirmed their commitment to peace with the Jewish state. 


King Hussein, who hosted one of last week's three hasty preliminary meetings of Arab leaders, was the first 
to announce he would attend the Cairo summit. 


Arafat, his aspirations jeopardised by Netanyahu's opposition to a Palestinian state, welcomed his invitation 
and lauded the Damascus meeting for backing Palestinian and Arab rights. 


But Mubarak said Iraq's attendance at the June 21-23 meeting would be "postponed due to the current 
sensitivities". 


"Initially, the invitation is for all countries but the current situation and in the light of the discussion which took 
place we will postpone the issue of Iraq to another date," Mubarak told reporters on his return from 
Damascus. 


Leaders of the Arab world last met en masse in 1990, days after Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait. The conflict 
ripped apart the loyalties of the Arab world, with Jordan and the Palestinians sympathising with Baghdad 
while Syria and Egypt keeping ranks with the U.S.-led coalition which recaptured Kuwait. 
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CAIRO, June 9 (Reuter) - Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was busy on Sunday inviting leaders of the 
Arab world to Cairo to their first major meeting in six years, his office said. 


Mubarak contacted Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, Jordan's King Hussein and Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi, newspapers said. 


All are affected by peace moves with Israel which could be threatened by the election last month of the 
right-wing Benjamin Netanyahu as Israel's prime minister. 


Mubarak also invited Algeria's Liamine Zeroual, Morocco's King Hassan, Yemen's Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
Mauritanian leader Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya and the leaders of Tunisia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar and Bahrain, newspapers said. 


Non-Arabs -- but members of the 22-nation Arab League -- Djibouti and the Comoros were also contacted by 
the president, his political affairs adviser Osama el-Baz said. 


"There are also contacts to coordinate a foreign ministers’ meeting ahead of the summit," Baz told reporters. 


But he refused to comment when asked whether Sudan, whose relations with Egypt hit rock bottom after 
Mubarak escaped an attempt on his life last June, would participate in the summit. 


"Let's wait a while," he said. 


Cairo accuses Khartoum of harbouring and training the men who tried to kill Mubarak in Addis Ababa and has 
strived for implementing U.N. sanctions against its southern neighbour to force it to extradite the three men to 
Ethiopia. 


Khartoum denies the men are within its borders. 
Libyan Colonel Muammar Gaddafi -- a bogeyman to the West -- was also invited, Egyptian newspapers said. 


But Mubarak on Saturday ruled any participation by another international pariah, lraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 


Mubarak issued the invitations after two days of talks in Damascus with Syria's President Hafez al-Assad and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah to find ways of building a united Arab front to counteract Netanyahu. 


The three leaders warned that any shifts in Israeli policy would plunge the Middle East into violence but they 
reaffirmed their commitment to peace with Israel. 


King Hussein, who hosted one of last week's three hasty preliminary meetings of Arab leaders, was the first 
to announce he would attend the Cairo summit. 


Arafat, his aspirations jeopardised by Netanyahu's opposition to a Palestinian state, welcomed his invitation 
and lauded the Damascus meeting for backing Palestinian and Arab rights. 


Leaders of the Arab world last met en masse in 1990, days after Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait. The conflict 
ripped apart the loyalties of the Arab world, with Jordan and the Palestinians sympathising with Baghdad 
while Syria and Egypt keeping ranks with the U.S.-led coalition which recaptured Kuwait. 


Kuwait indicated it would attend the summit. A Kuwaiti cabinet statement "welcomed the invitation 
extended...by (Egyptian) President Hosni Mubarak...to hold a summit-level meeting." 
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CAIRO, June 18 (Reuter) - At least seven Arab leaders will attend the Arab summit opening in Cairo on 
Saturday. Other heads of state may attend in person or send representatives. 


Here is a list of the heads of delegations, based on official sources in their countries. A second list of 
expected delegation leaders is based on press or diplomatic sources. 


Seven other members of the Arab League -- Algeria, Bahrain, the Comoros, Djibouti, Oman, Tunisia and the 
United Arab Emirates -- have not said who will be representing them at the meeting. Iraq has not been 
invited. 


1. Confirmed 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 

Jordan - King Hussein 

Kuwait - Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah 
Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi 

Palestine - Chairman Yasser Arafat 

Qatar - Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim al-Thani 
Somalia - Abdalla Hassan Mahmoud, ambassador to Egypt 
Sudan - President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

Syria - President Hafez al-Assad 

Yemen - President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

2. Expected 

Libya - Revolutionary leader Muammar Gaddafi 

Mauritania - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 
Morocco - Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali 

Saudi Arabia - Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz 
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CAIRO, June 19 (AFP) - Fourteen Arab heads of state will attend the Cairo summit set to begin this Saturday, 


the Egyptian foreign ministry said Wednesday. 


Out of the 22 members of the Arab League, Iraq is the only nation not to receive an invite due to its 1990 


invasion of Kuwait which deeply divided Arab countries. 

Herewith a list of the 21 participants: 

Egypt (host): President Hosni Mubarak 

Syria: President Hafez al-Assad 

Jordan: King Hussein 

Palestinian Authority: President Yasser Arafat 

Lebanon: President Elias Hrawi 

Algeria: President Liamine Zeroual 

Libya: Colonel Moamer Kadhafi 

Yemen: President Ali Abdallah Saleh 

Sudan: President Omar al-Beshir 

Tunisia: President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 

Bahrain: Emir Issa ibn Salman al-Khalifa 

Mauritania: President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya 

Djibouti: President Hassan Gouled Aptidon 

Comoros Islands: President Mohamed Taki Abdoulkarim 

Morocco: Crown Prince Sidi Mohammed 

Saudi Arabia: Crown Prince Abdallah ibn Abdel Aziz 

United Arab Emirates: Crown Prince Khalifa ibn Zayed al-Nahayan 

Kuwait: Crown Prince Saad al-Abdallah al-Sabah 

Oman: Deputy Prime Minister for Cabinet Affairs Fahd ibn Mahmud al-Said 
Qatar: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Abdallah ibn Khalifa al-Thani 
Somalia: Permanent Delegate to the Arab League Abdallah Mahmud Hassan 
mk/lee/jly 
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CAIRO, June 19 (Reuter) - At least 11 Arab leaders will attend the Arab summit opening in Cairo on 
Saturday. Other heads of state may attend in person or send representatives. 


Here is a list of the delegation heads, based on official sources in Cairo or their countries. A second list of 
expected delegation leaders is based on press or diplomatic sources. 


Two other members of the Arab League -- Algeria and Tunisia -- have not said who will be representing them 
at the meeting. Iraq has not been invited. 


1. Confirmed Bahrain - The Emir, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman 
al-Khalifa Comoros - President Mohamed Taki Djibouti - 
President Hassan Gouled Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 
Jordan - King Hussein Kuwait - Crown Prince Sheikh Saad 


al-Abdulla al-Sabah Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi 


Mauritania - President Col. Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya Palestine - Chairman Yasser Arafat Qatar - 


Foreign Minister 

Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr al-Thani Saudi Arabia - Crown 
Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz Somalia - Abdalla Hassan 
Mahmoud, ambassador to Egypt Sudan - President Omar Hassan 
al-Bashir Syria - President Hafez al-Assad United Arab 


Emirates - Sheikh Khalifa bin Zaid al-Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Yemen - President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh 


2. Expected 
Libya - Revolutionary leader Muammar Gaddafi Morocco - Prime 
Minister Abdellatif Filali 


Oman - Thewaini bin Shehab al-Said, special adviser to the Sultan, or Deputy Prime Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs Fahd bin Mahmoud al-Said 
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CAIRO, June 20 (Reuter) - At least 13 Arab leaders will attend the Arab summit opening in Cairo on 
Saturday. Other heads of state may attend in person or send representatives. 


Here is a list of the delegation heads, based on official sources in Cairo or their countries. 
Oman and Libya have not said who will be representing them and Iraq has not been invited. 
Algeria - President Liamine Zeroual 

Bahrain - The Emir, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa 

Comoros - President Mohamed Taki 

Djibouti - President Hassan Gouled 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 

Jordan - King Hussein 

Kuwait - Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah 

Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi 

Mauritania - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Morocco - Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali 

Palestinian Authority - President Yasser Arafat 

Qatar - Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr al-Thani 

Saudi Arabia - Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz 

Somalia - Abdalla Hassan Mahmoud, ambassador to Egypt 

Sudan - President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

Syria - President Hafez al-Assad 

Tunisia- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

United Arab Emirates - Sheikh Khalifa bin Zaid al-Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Yemen - President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
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CAIRO, June 21 (Reuter) - At least 13 Arab leaders, three crown princes, one prime minister, two deputy 
prime ministers and the Somali ambassador will attend the Arab summit opening in Cairo on Saturday. 


Only Libya has not said who its representative at the summit will be. Iraq has not been invited. 
Qatari officials originally said Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr al-Thani would head their 
delegation. Egyptian officials and Qatari newspapers said on Friday it would be Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani. 

Here is a list of the delegation heads, based on official sources in Cairo or their countries. 
Algeria - President Liamine Zeroual 

Bahrain - The Emir, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa 

Comoros - President Mohamed Taki 

Djibouti - President Hassan Gouled 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 

Jordan - King Hussein 

Kuwait - Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah 

Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi 

Mauritania - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Morocco - Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali 

Oman - Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud al-Said 

Palestinian Authority - President Yasser Arafat 

Qatar - Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani 

Saudi Arabia - Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz 

Somalia - Abdalla Hassan Mahmoud, ambassador to Egypt 

Sudan - President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

Syria - President Hafez al-Assad 

Tunisia- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

United Arab Emirates - Sheikh Khalifa bin Zaid al-Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Yemen - President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
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CAIRO, June 21 (Reuter) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrived in Cairo on Friday 


to attend this weekend's Arab summit. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met him at Cairo airport. 
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CAIRO, June 21 -- It was nearly three decades ago that Arab leaders meeting in Khartoum, the Sudan, after 
the 1967 war with Israel took a stand known as the three no's -- "no recognition, no negotiation, no peace." 


Such starkness seems like ancient history now. As their successors gather en masse today for the first time 
in six years, it is what Arabs see as three no's from Israel's new leader that has inspired the Arabs to try again 
to speak with one voice. 


By saying no to returning the Golan Heights to Syria, no to a Palestinian state and no to halting Israeli 
settlement in the West Bank and Gaza, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is seen in the Arab world as 
having begun to walk away from an established path toward peace. 


Yet there remains no consensus about how best to nudge Mr. Netanyahu toward yes. And as 21 presidents, 
princes and other Arab leaders meet around a vast oval table this weekend, their debates about how best to 
proceed are certain to be riven by rivalries. 


Just by bringing the parties together, Egypt, the driving force behind the conference, has partly bridged the 
divide between skeptics, like Syria, which have not yet reached agreements with Israel, and others, like 
Jordan, which appear comfortable in a separate peace. 


But while Egypt and other Arab countries have been cautious in their reactions to the change of government 
in Israel, Syria and Lebanon have said their neighbors should now reconsider their ties with Israel. The 
tension beneath efforts to strike the right balance has been evident even in the remarks of officials like 
Osama al-Baz, a top adviser to President Hosni Mubarak. 


"Our strategy is not based on the stick," Mr. Baz said in an interview. "We're not using this as a threat, but it's 
a prediction: If they take a defiant attitude, it will be difficult for any Arab government to convince its people to 
warm up to Israel. And if peace negotiations are interrupted, violence is likely to erupt again." 


Egypt has taken the lead in preparing a draft communique that the Arab leaders will consider in two days of 
meetings, beginning on Saturday morning, and diplomats here predicted that the Cairo Government, with the 
support of Jordan and Saudi Arabia, would succeed in fending off efforts to steer the tone toward 
confrontation. 


Rather than issue threats about how the Arabs might react if Mr. Netanyahu does not change course, the 
leaders will almost certainly claim a moral high ground, declaring support for the peace effort and what they 
regard as its chief principles -- land for peace, and Palestinian self-determination. 


But the Arab mood has darkened since Mr. Netanyahu issued guidelines this week that gave no sign he was 
reconsidering his positions, and Syria, backed by Lebanon, is pressing for far tougher language than Egypt 
has proposed. 


"There is a clear Israeli retreat and denunciation of the fundamentals of the peace process, and we want to 
underline that this will block the peace process," Lebanon's Foreign Minister, Faris Bouez, said before a 
preparatory meeting this morning with his counterparts. 


At the same time, tensions around the table could prove so divisive that few Arab or Western diplomats 
predict with any confidence exactly what might emerge from the exchanges, which may include clashes 
between leaders like President Hafez al-Assad of Syria and King Hussein of Jordan, who have not met face 
to face in more than two years. 


Jordan and Syria remain at odds over the accord that Jordan signed with Israel in 1994, a step Syria 
condemned as a betrayal, and over charges by Jordanian officials about Syrian support for terrorism. 


Other reunions could prove similarly strained: between Mr. Assad and Yasir Arafat, whom the Syrian leader 
has shunned since the Palestine Liberation Organization signed the Oslo accords in 1993; between King 
Hussein and Persian Gulf leaders, including Crown Prince Saad al-Ahmad al-Sabah of Kuwait, who has not 
forgiven the P.L.O. for supporting Iraq's invasion, and between the Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Col. Muammar 
el-Qaddafi of Libya, who also supported Iraq and suggested last month that Kuwait has no right to exist if it is 
unable to defend itself. 


The last Arab summit conference, convened in Cairo just days after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990, saw clashes so bitter between Iraq's friends and foes that plates of food reportedly flew through the air. 


The inter-Arab struggle that followed the gulf war left wounds so deep that Iraq, alone among the 22 
members of the Arab League, was not invited this weekend. Every other member is to be represented. 


And while 19 Arab summit meetings held since the first in 1964 have shown division as often as coordination, 
Officials in Cairo suggest that the emerging policies of the new Israeli Government have put the Arabs on a 
track toward reconciliation. 


"At this moment of crisis, of serious crisis, we are back together and trying to put aside the differences 
between us," said Dr. Esmat Abdel- Meguid, a former Egyptian Foreign Minister, who is Secretary General of 
the Arab League. 


Apart from an opening address on Saturday by President Mubarak and another by President Zine el-Abidine 
Ben Ali of Tunisia, the current chairman of the Arab League, nearly all of the discussions will be in private. 


Apart from the peace effort and relations among themselves, the Arab leaders are also expected to register 
renewed concern about presumed Israel's nuclear capacity and about a new military cooperation agreement 
that allows Israeli warplanes access to Turkish bases. 


But after years of being regarded as bitter enemies of peace, the Arab leaders are clearly hoping to cast 
themselves as protectors of a process threatened by a new Israeli Government that is overly rigid. 


'' There is a growing feeling that it is an Israeli peace that is 

being pursued,'' Foreign Minister Amr Moussa said in interview. ''A 
peace is a marriage, a contract, with rights to both sides. It has to be 
a lasting peace so that when you ask the man in the street whether he is 
satisfied with it, he will say yes.'' 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak. Egypt is eager to resuscitate 
coordination among the Arab countries, in part as a means to reassert 
its own regional weight. 

Syria - President Hafez al-Assad. Syria has taken the toughest position 
against Israel so far by urging Arab countries to put the brakes on 
normalization and has suggested that they intensify their economic 
boycott of Israel until comprehensive peace is reached in the region. 
Saudi Arabia - Crown Prince Abdullah. Others pay attention when Saudi 
Arabia, with the deepest pockets, supports Arab solidarity and 

regional peace. 

Jordan - King Hussein. Clearly enjoying its enhanced status in the West 
since it made peace with Israel two years ago, Jordan has said it will 
attend as Israel's friend. Also hopes to mend relations with the Gulf 
states, still angry at his support of the Iragi invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

Palestinian Authority - Chairman Yasir Arafat. Mr. Arafat would like to 
win backing for his calls that Israel under the new Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, resume negotiations with him, release Palestinian 
prisoners and say yes to an independent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

Kuwait - Crown Prince Saad al-Ahmad al-Sabah. Kuwait will make its 
highest-level contact since the Persian Gulf War with countries that 
supported Iraq's invasion and seven-month occupation of its territory. 
Bahrain - The Emir, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa. Bahrain would 
like to gather support for a firm Arab stand against what it has 
charged is Iran's support for an effort by Shiite Muslim militants to 
overthrow its government. 


























Sudan - President Omar Hassan al-Bashir. President Bashir hopes the 
meeting might help to ease his country's isolation from the 
international Arab community. 

Algeria - President Liamine Zeroual. He hopes to enlist even broader 
Arab backing for his Government's war with Islamic militants. 

Also represented: Comoros - President Mohammed Taki 

Djibouti - President Hassan Gouled 

Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi. 

Libya - Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, the leader (tentative) 














Mauritania - President 
Morocco —- Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali 
Oman - to be announced 
Qatar - Foreign Minister Hamad bin Jassem. 








Somalia - Abdalla Hassan Mahoumd, ambassador to Egypt. 

Tunisia - President Zine al-Abidine Bin Ali 

United Arab Emirates - Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheik Khalifa bin Zain 
al-Nahyan. 

Yemen - President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

In Oman, please identify delegate as ''Deputy Foreign Minister Fahd bin 
Mahmoud al-Said''. 
In Qatar please identify delegate as the Deputy Prime Minister, Sheik 
Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani.' 

Map of Africa showing the location of various countries. 
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CAIRO, June 22 (Reuter) - Fourteen Arab leaders, three crown princes, one prime minister, two deputy prime 
ministers and the Somali ambassador were in Cairo to attend the Arab summit opening on Saturday. 


Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi completed the list of those attending when he flew into Cairo on Saturday to 
make a "surprise" appearance at the summit. 


Iraq has not been invited. 

Here is a list of the delegation heads, based on official sources in Cairo or their countries. 
Algeria - President Liamine Zeroual 

Bahrain - The Emir, Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa 

Comoros - President Mohamed Taki 

Djibouti - President Hassan Gouled 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 

Jordan - King Hussein 

Kuwait - Crown Prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah 

Lebanon - President Elias Hrawi 

Libya - Revolutionary leader Muammar Gaddafi 

Mauritania - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Morocco - Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali 

Oman - Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud al-Said 
Palestinian Authority - President Yasser Arafat 

Qatar - Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa al-Thani 
Saudi Arabia - Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz 

Somalia - Abdalla Hassan Mahmoud, ambassador to Egypt 

Sudan - President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

Syria - President Hafez al-Assad 

Tunisia- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

United Arab Emirates - Sheikh Khalifa bin Zaid al-Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Yemen - President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (960702) 
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* 11 October 96 - Parliamentary Elections m 


KKK KK KKK KK KKK KK RE KKK RK IKE KERIKERI EE KER EERE ERR EERE 


President.........ss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 


D6) iiss Seceszeest cenetd Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
DOIN CC. ciie: cbc tisecctncncerties enuaiers Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Equcattion........cccccecseeseeeeeeneeeenaes Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCE: geccseticcicewrii eechaeeaete Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy................ Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 

Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... SOW Abou Demba 
Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.............00+ Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


JUSTICE... eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 


Mining & Industry......... eee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning. ..0:.:..60 i eave Mohamed Ould AMAR 

Rural Development & 

Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism........ eee Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........cceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........ceeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 4 (Reuter) - Mauritania's main opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), 
is to contest October's parliamentary election -- its first since the advent of multi-party politics in 1991. 


UDF General Secretary Anmed Ould Daddah said the party, which boycotted the 1992 poll, was not satisfied 
conditions were right for free and fair elections but it wanted to show its attachment to the democratic 
process. 


The UDF wants "to show one more time our goodwill and our concern to do all we can to advance the 
democratic process", he told a news conference on Wednesday. The decision also "took account of the 
aspirations of upcountry party militants". 


The government has launched a review of voter lists, one of the opposition demands ahead of the October 11 
poll. 


Mauritania straddles the divide between Arab and black Africa. Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks 
each make up a third of its two million people. Moors dominate politically and economically. Another third are 
Arabic speaking ex-slaves. 


The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) dominates the current 79-seat national assembly. 


Ould Daddah, half brother of the country's first president Moktar Ould Daddah, was runner up to President 
' in a 1992 presidential election. 


Taya, who seized power in 1984, won 62.7 percent of votes. Ould Daddah, unaffiliated to any party at the 
time, won 32.8 percent. The opposition cried fraud. The supreme court declined to scrap the results. The 
president has a six-year term. 


Ould Daddah was briefly detained in early 1995 after bread riots rocked the capital Nouakchott. 
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ALGIERS, July 6 (Reuter) - Algerian President Liamine Zeroual started a six-day tour on Saturday of 
Mauritania, Cameroon and Mali, an official statement said. 


Zeroual on Saturday pays a two-day official visit to neighbouring Mauritania to hold talks with President 
Colonel REASSEACHIE Sid ERINSEraGS and will then fly to Cameroon to attend an African summit. 

He arrives on Wednesday in Mali for a two-day visit. Algerian newspaper L'Authentique said this visit was part 
of a "diplomatic offensive" to restore Algeria's leading role in African diplomacy. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 6 (Reuter) - Algerian President Liamine Zeroual visited neighbouring Mauritania on 
Saturday on his way to the Organisation of African Unity summit in Cameroon, officials said. 


Zeroual told journalists that he and Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya had discussed 


regional, Arab and African issues. The three-day OAU summit opens on Monday. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 7 (Reuter) - Neighbours Mauritania and Algeria have signed a cooperation accord 
covering issues such as environmental protection and the circulation of people and goods, officials said. 


Algerian President Liamine Zeroual signed the accord on Saturday during a visit on his way to the 
Organisation of African Unity summit in Cameroon, the officials said on Saturday. 


It also covered scientific, cultural, technical and veterinary coooperation, they said. 


Zeroual and Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya discussed regional, Arab and African 


issues. The three-day OAU summit opens on Monday. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 21 (Reuter) - Gambia's military leader, Yahya Jammeh, paid a weekend visit to 
Mauritania and held talks on cooperation, officials said on Sunday. 


Jammeh, who seized power in the West African tourist haven on July 22 1994, has called a constitutional 
referendum for August, presidential elections for September and parliamentary elections for December. 


Jammeh, who is widely expected to run for president, had talks with Mauritania's president, Colonel Maaouya 
Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, who seized power in 1984 and won elections in 1992. 


A ban on political parties in Gambia has yet to be lifted. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 25 (Reuter) - Mauritania opened campaigning for its October 11 parliamentary election 
on Wednesday, with women standing for the first time and the main opposition opting against a repeat of their 
boycott of the 1992 poll. 


But analysts say the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) is likely to have the edge in the 
race for the 79 seats in the new assembly because opposition parties are ill-prepared and have failed to forge 
a united front. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa. 


ne elections are the first test of the multi-party politicial system introduced by President Maaouya Ould 
in 1991 and launched with presidential and parliamentary elections in 1992. 


Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, won a six-year term in the presidential poll. The 
National Assembly has a five-year mandate. 


Thirteen political parties will contest the October 11 election plus 52 independents, many of them members of 
the ruling party passed over during the selection of candidates for the poll. 


Most of the 26 women candidates are from the ruling party. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 8 (Reuter) - Mauritania votes for a new national assembly on Friday, with opposition 
candidates and women seeking seats there for the first time in an election that is a test of the West African 
nation's fledgling democracy. 


Opposition parties, which boycotted the first multi-party parliamentary poll in 1992 denouncing irregularities, 
have accused the authorities of denying them a fair hearing in state media during the campaign. 


"What we have experienced during the campaign, that is the systematic censorship of our speeches and our 
interventions, augurs ill for these elections," Anmed Ould Daddah, leader of the opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces, told French radio. 


"If the ruling party was strong, effective, all it would have to do is organise transparent elections," Ould 
Daddah, runner-up in the 1992 presidential poll, said, denouncing generalised corruption, falling purchasing 
power and rising unemployment. 


But the main influence on the poll could be the attitude of the electorate -- many of whom failed to collect their 
voting cards by Sunday's deadline. 


Mauritania, a mainly Moslem former French colony, straddles black and Arab Africe. Dominant light-skinned 
Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of its 2.2 million people. Arabic-speaking ex-slaves 
make up the remainder. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in 1984. He 


launched a 1991 democratic transition and won a six-year term as president in 1992. 


The pro-government Democratic and Social Republican Party, which won 67 seats of the national assembly's 
76 seats in 1992, dismisses the opposition accusations of fraud. 


"The party has no need to resort to fraud," its secretary-general, ex-prime minister Sidi Mohamed Ould 
Boubacar told journalists on Monday. "If there is fraud it is necessary to look to those who are not sure of the 
result of the poll." 


While many Mauritanians are making the most of the party atmosphere, with brightly lit campaign tents 
animating the usually quiet capital at night, there is little sign of an eagerness to vote. 


With just four days to go until polling day, election officials announced on Monday that voters had until 
Wednesday to collect their voting cards -- after many voters failed to meet Sunday's deadline. 


More than a million Mauritanians have the right to vote. Thirteen political parties will contest Friday's poll 
along with 52 lists presented by independents -- mostly disgruntled members of the ruling party bounced off 
the party ticket. 


Most of the 26 women candidates are from the ruling party. 


Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m.. First results are expected on Friday night but the final results could 
take a couple of days to emerge. A second round is planned for October 18 for candidates that fail to secure 
an outright majority. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 8 (Reuter) - Mauritania, arid, impoverished and occasionally pilloried as one of the last 
bastions of slavery in the world, bridges Arab and black Africa. 


A member of the Arab League and the Organisation of African Unity (OAV), it won independence from 
France in 1960 along with a string of other French colonies. 


Tension between black Mauritanians -- resentful at what they called Arabisation of the West African nation -- 
and the dominant Moorish community have coloured politics since independence. 


Ther are further strains because of tension with Morocco over the disputed former Spanish colony in the 
Western Sahara and problems with Senegal over the demands of the black minority. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup 


in 1984. Taya launched a democratic transition in 1991. He and the pro-government Democratic and Social 
Republican Party (DSRP) won 1992 elections. Six opposition parties boycotted parliamentary polls. 


Friday's legislative election is the first test of its fledgling democracy. 


Mauritanians irritated Western and Gulf Arab partners during the 1991 Gulf War that ended Iraq's occupation 
of Kuwait, by expressing sympathy with Baghdad. 


Many prominent Mauritanians have links with the pan-Arab Baath political movement that includes Iraq's 
ruling party. The government has since distanced itself from Iraq and mended fences with its erstwhile allies 
in the Gulf. 


The economy is based on exports of fish products and minerals, notably iron ore. It has hopes of gold 
production, like many other nations bordering the Sahara desert. 


Mauritania strongly denies the existence of slavery, which it officially outlawed in 1980. 
Following are the key facts about Mauritania: 


POPULATION: 2.2 million (1995 U.N. figure). Two-thirds are Arabic-speaking Moors, the rest African. About a 
third of the people are nomadic. The official language is Arabic. 


AREA: 1.03 million square km (398,000 square miles). 


GEOGRAPHY: The Atlantic Ocean is to the west. Its neighbours are the disputed territory of Western Sahara 
(north), Algeria (north-east), Mali (east and south-east) and Senegal (south). Mauritania is generally arid, 
even near the coast, but the climate is tropical in the south along the Senegal River. 


CAPITAL: Nouakchott 


ARMED FORCES: Army - 15,000-strong. Infantry, artillery, paratroop/commando battalions, camel corps. 

Navy - 500-strong, seven patrol craft. Air Force - 150-strong, seven combat aircraft, no armed helicopters. 
Gendarmerie - 3,000-strong. National Guard - 2,000-strong + 1,000 auxiliaries. National service, two years 
compulsory (Source: International Institute for Strategic Studies Military Balance 1995/96). 


ECONOMY: Currency -- Mauritanian ouguiya ($1=137 ouguiya) 


Mauritania is a poor, arid and largely agricultural nation. Its 1995 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was $1.2 
billion, per capita Gross National Product $530. The economy, boosted in the 1960s by the discovery of iron 
ore and copper reserves, was crippled by drought and the Western Sahara conflict. Annual growth between 
1991-95 was, however, 3.1 percent. Its foreign debt in 1994 was $2.3 billion, swallowing up the equivalent of 
23.3 percent of exports (Source: U.N.). Mauritania's waters are rich in fish but a 1980s fishing boom tailed off 


the 1990s, blamed on over-fishing and the poor state of the fleet. Iron ore remains a mainstay of the 
economy. Agriculture, including millet, dates, potatoes and maize, is largely confined to the south in the 
Senegal river valley. Droughts often devastate livestock herds and hit farm output. 


HISTORY: Mauritania won independence from France on November 28, 1960 against the will of Morocco 
which claimed sovereignty. The first president, Moktar Ould Daddah, proclaimed a one-party state in 1964. 
The Spanish Western Sahara was split between Morocco and Mauritania in 1976. Algerian-backed Polisario 
guerrillas raided Nouakchott in 1976. France helped Mauritania with air support. The war was unpopular at 
home. Mauritania relinquished any claim to the Western Sahara, one year after a bloodless military coup in 
1978. Morocco took over its share. Lieutenant-Colonel Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who became 
president in 1980, recognised the Polisario Front's self-proclaimed Saharan Arab Democratic Republic in 
1984. Taya, sacked as prime minister, ousted Haidalla in 1984 while he was abroad, accusing him of 
encouraging tribalism and corruption. He adopted a more neutral stance on Western Sahara. Ethnic divisions 
persisted and in 1989 led to friction with Senegal and killings of each other's migrant nationals. Mauritania 
accused Senegal of backing a coup. By 1991, relative calm had returned. Taya launched democratic reforms. 
He won a six-year term as president in 1992. The DSRP won 67 of parliament's 79 seats. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (Reuter) - Mauritania, a bridge between Arab and black Africa, votes for a new 
national assembly on Friday, with opposition candidates and women seeking seats there for the first time. 


Almost 1.1 million voters are eligible to take part in the latest test of the fledgling democracy which took root 
in the mainly Moslem West African nation with multi-party elections in 1992. Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 
7 p.m. 


Supporters of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in the Democratic Social Party won 67 of the 


assembly's 79 seats in 1992. The ruling party, the only one contesting seats in all 53 constituencies, is 
confident of winning a fresh majority. 


The opposition, which boycotted the 1992 poll denouncing irregularities, is hoping to make its mark ahead of 
a presidential election due by January 1998 in the impoverished, sprawling nation at the Atlantic fringe of the 
Sahara Desert. 


The governor of Nouakchott, Mohamed Ould M'Reizim, who is responsible for polling in the capital, paid 
tribute to the calm that prevailed during campaigning and sharply rejected opposition predictions of fraud. 


"The administration has taken measures to ensure that everyone has an equal chance," he told state radio on 
Thursday. "If there is fraud, sanctions will be applied strictly and scrupulously." 


Opposition heavyweight, Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up to Taya in the disputed 1992 presidential election, 
accused the authorities of denying opposition parties a fair hearing in state media during the campaign, which 
ended on Wednesday. 


"What we have experienced during the campaign, that is the systematic censorship of our speeches and our 
interventions, augurs ill for these elections," Ould Daddah, leader of the Union of Democratic Forces-New 
Era, told French radio. 


He denounced corruption, falling purchasing power and rising unemployment. 


But the main influence on the poll could be the attitude of the electorate -- many of whom failed to collect their 
voting cards by Sunday's deadline, which was extended to Wednesday. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the 2.2 million people in the 
arid, former French colony which won independence in 1960. 


Arabic-speaking ex-slaves make up the remainder. The government formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched a 1991 
democratic transition and won a six-year term as president in 1992. 


Thirteen political parties will contest Friday's poll along with 52 lists presented by independents -- mostly 
disgruntled members of the ruling party bounced off the party ticket. 


Most of the 26 women candidates are from the ruling party. 


First results are expected on Friday night but the final results could take a couple of days to emerge. A 
second round is planned for October 18, where candidates fail to secure an outright majority. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (Reuter) - Mauritania, which holds its second multi-party parliamentary election on 
Friday, is an impoverished mainly Moslem nation straddling Arab and black Africa at the Altantic fringe of the 
Sahara Desert. 


Occasionally pilloried as one of the world's lingering bastions of slavery, a charge the government vigorously 
denies, it is a member of both the Arab League and the Organisation of African Unity. 


Tension between black Mauritanians, resentful at what they call the Arabisation of the West African nation, 
and the dominant Moorish community have coloured politics since independence from France in 1960. 


Tension with Morocco in the 1970s and early 1980s over the disputed former Spanish colony in the Western 
Sahara caused further strains, as did friction with neighbour Senegal from 1989 to 1991 over the demands of 
the black minority. 


Senegal and Mauritania expelled each other's nationals after both experiencing riots which killed hundreds. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup 


in 1984. He launched a democratic transition in 1991 and won a six-year presidential term in a disputed 1992 
election. 


His supporters in the Democratic and Social Republican Party went on to win 67 of the national assembly's 
79 seats in 1992, in an election boycotted by the main opposition. 


Friday's poll is the first major test of the fledgling democracy in the nation of 2.2 million people since then. 


Mauritanians irritated Western and Gulf Arab partners during the 1991 Gulf War that ended Iraq's occupation 
of Kuwait, by expressing sympathy with President Saddam Hussein. 


Many prominent Mauritanians have links with the pan-Arab Baath political movement, which includes Iraq's 
ruling party. The government has since distanced itself from Iraq and mended fences with its erstwhile allies 
in the Gulf. 


The economy is based on exports of fish products and minerals, notably iron ore. The goverment has hopes 
of gold production, like many other nations bordering the Sahara. 


Mauritania strongly denies the existence of slavery, which it officially outlawed in 1980. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (Reuter) - Mauritanians voted on Friday for a new national assembly, with opposition 
candidates and women seeking seats for the first time in a major test of the West African nation's fledgling 
democracy. 


Polling in Nouakchott, the dusty capital of the mainly Moslem former French colony, began slowly and in 
many areas poll organisers, party representatives and voters highlighted problems with voting cards. 


Opposition supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy turnout of soldiers and other members 
of the security forces at polling stations, cried fraud. 


Returning officers and supporters of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and the ruling Democratic 


and Social Republican Party blamed administrative inadequacies -- problems such as mistyped identity card 
numbers on the voter lists. 


"It's a problem for everyone," Taya supporter Bilal Saleh said at the town hall in Ksar, a ruling party 
stronghold. 


Ould Sid Ahmad Khattar, a 29-year-old businessman standing as an independent on a youth party ticket in 
one of the area's polling stations, disagreed. "There is fraud going on. My supporters have not been able to 
vote," he said. 


Polling was slow during the morning. Voters -- the men in blue or white robes, the women in brightly coloured 
muslin -- squatted in the sand, waiting patiently in separate queues. 


Soldiers and security forces guarded polling stations, checking voters' credentials before allowing them in. 
By noon little more than a quarter of eligible voters seemed to have cast their ballot in many polling stations. 


Almost half the 2.2 million people in the impoverished nation at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert are 
eligible to vote. Polls opened at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. 


It was not immediately clear how the poll was going in the interior of the sparsely population country. 


Taya and the ruling party emerged victorious from 1992 elections that launched Mauritania's multi-party 
experiment. The ruling party won 67 of the assembly's 79 seats. 


The opposition, which boycotted the 1992 poll denouncing irregularities, is hoping to make its mark ahead of 
a presidential election due by January 1998. It has accused the authorities of censorship, denying it a fair 
hearing this time. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in the arid, 
former French colony which won independence in 1960. Arabic-speaking ex-slaves make up the remainder. 


The government formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


Thirteen political parties have put up candidates for Friday's poll along with more than 50 independents -- 
mostly disgruntled ruling party members passed over for the poll. 


Most of the 26 women candidates are from the ruling party. 


First results are expected on Friday night but the final results could take a couple of days to emerge. 
Second-round run- offs are planned for October 18. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (Reuter) - Mauritanians voted for a new national assembly on Friday in a major test 


of the West African nation's fledgling democracy but even with opposition candidates standing for the first 
time turnout appeared low. 


Opposition supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy turnout of soldiers and other members 
of the security forces at polling stations, said problems over voting cards prevented many people voting. 
Many cried fraud. 


"We have a large number of our militants who could not vote," Saad Ibrahima, general secretary of the radical 
Action for Change Party, told reporters. 


Almost half the 2.2 million people in the impoverished mainly Moslem nation at the Atlantic fringe of the 
Sahara Desert are eligible to vote. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in the former 
French colony which won independence in 1960 and straddles black and Arab Africa. Arabic-speaking 
ex-slaves make up the remainder. 


"The big irregularity that we noticed was that they are all black Africans who could not vote," Saad said. 


Poll organisers and officials acknowledged problems with voting cards -- mistyped names or identity card 
numbers. 


But returning officers and supporters of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and the ruling Democratic 


Social and Republican Party blamed administrative inadequacies. 


"It's a problem for everyone," Taya supporter Bilal Saleh said at one town hall where dozens of voters with 
card problems waited for special papers from officials allowing them to vote. 


Polling in Nouakchott, the dusty capital, was slow and turnout in many stations two hours from the 7 p.m. 
close was as low as 20 to 25 percent. 


It was not immediately clear how the poll was going in the interior of the sparsely population country. 


Voters -- the men in blue or white robes, the women in brightly coloured muslin -- squatted in the sand, 
waiting patiently in separate queues early in the day. 


Soldiers and security forces guarded polling stations, checking voters' credentials before allowing them in. 


The opposition, which boycotted the 1992 poll denouncing irregularities, is hoping to make its mark ahead of 
a presidential election due by January 1998. It has accused the authorities of censorship, denying it a fair 
hearing this time. 


The Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, Action for Change and the Union for Democracy and Progress are 
the three main opposition parties 


Taya and the ruling party emerged victorious from 1992 elections that launched Mauritania's multi-party 
experiment. The ruling party won 67 of the assembly's 79 seats. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


Thirteen political parties have put up candidates for Friday's poll along with more than 50 independents -- 
mostly disgruntled ruling party members passed over for the poll. 


Women are also standing for the first time. Most of the 26 women candidates are from the ruling party. 


First results are expected on Friday night but the final results could take a couple of days to emerge. 
Second-round run- offs are planned for October 18. 
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* 11 Oct 96 - Parliamentary elections, a second round is * 


* planned for 18 October, where candidates fail * 
x to secure an outright majority. * 
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President...........cc0- Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
OG), ciiotissiciionits Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports........0.... Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
DOIN CC vests ccestei saceeesdetcidenenadicis Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
EQUCATLON ss sccecsestecsecacccedireeascgeneteees Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCC. ikea a Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy...............- Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 
Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 


Health, Social Affairs...............c SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications..............0+ Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 
JUST CO is. ise cia gence Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry......... cee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
PIANNING...... eee ee eeeeeeeteeeeeee eee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 
Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism... Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........cceeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........cceee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (Reuter) - Mauritanians voted on Friday for a new national assembly with opposition 
candidates and women seeking seats for the first time in a major test of the West African nation's fledgling 
democracy. 


Polls opened at 7 a.m. and early voting in the capital Nouakchott was slow, with minor delays in setting up 
some polling stations. Polls close at 7 p.m. 


Dozens of voters -- the men in blue or white robes, the women in brightly coloured muslin -- squatted in the 
sand in separate queues. Soldiers and police guarded polling stations, in some places checking voters' 
credentials. 


Almost 1.1 million voters are eligible to take part. The first multi-party elections were held in the mainly 
Moslem country in 1992. 


Supporters of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in the Democratic Social Party won 67 of the 


assembly's 79 seats in 1992. The ruling party, the only one contesting seats in all 53 constituencies, is 
confident of winning a fresh majority. 


The opposition boycotted the 1992 poll because of alleged irregularities. 


First results are expected on Friday night but the final results could take a couple of days to emerge. A 
second round is planned for October 18, where candidates fail to secure an outright majority. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct. 11 (COMPASS) - The ruling Democratic Social Republican Party (PRDS) of Mauritania 
is expected to take the lead in the first round of a general election Friday, according to political observers. 


More than a million voters are going to the polls to elect 79 representatives to the National Assembly 
(parliament) in this largely desert country. 


This election is to be the first really pluralist poll in the former French colony's history. Four years ago, the 
opposition had decided to boycott the elections to protest alleged fraud during the presidential election the 
same year. The PRDS won 67 seats out of 79. 


However, the opposition parties have are expressing concerns this time as well, accusing the government of 
President WiSEcu esta SIAR NMGALTES of setting up the conditions for massive fraud. 

Taya, an army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched a transition to democracy in 
1991 and won a six-year presidential term in the disputed 1992 election. 


Speaking at a press conference Thursday night, Anmed Ould Daddah, head of the main opposition party, the 
Democratic Forces Union, said the government was "shamelessly" using civil servants and official media in 
behalf of the ruling party. 


Opposition sources have accused the government of moving large numbers of military and paramilitary 
gendarmes to pro-opposition constituencies to have them vote there and so shift the balance. 


They also said many voters who were not registered on the official voter lists had been registered at the last 
minute. 


The government has rejected these criticisms, pointing out that it ordered a halt in traffic between the 
constituencies Friday as a precautionary measure to prevent multiple votes. 


It said it had also ordered publication of the supplementary lists where last-minute voters were registered. 


Sixteen political parties, including the ruling PRDS, and some 50 independent lists are competing for the 79 
parliamentary seats. The PRDS is the only party to present candidates in all the constituencies. 


Incidents have been reported in several regions, but do not seem to have been really serious. 


Politics in Mauritania is largely dominated by tribal differences, and political parties often coincide with clan 
boundaries. 


The Bidan ("white") Arabic tribes are at the head of the system, particularly the Regeibat, the president's tribe. 
Although they are a minority, they have secured support from their former slaves, the Harratin, Arabic 
speakers generally of black African origin. 


Opposition parties often draw support from the so-called "Marabutic" tribes, of Berber origin, who were 
subjugated by the Arabic tribes and "arabicized." 


All three groups (Bidan, Harratin and Marabutic) constitute the Moors. Strong opposition to the dominance of 
the Moors is found among the country's black population, mainly located in the south of the country, where 
people speak African languages and French and resent what they say is a attempt at "arabicization" by the 
politically dominant groups. 


A second round of the election will take place next Friday in constituencies where no clear cut result has 
emerged after the first round. COMPASS End 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 12 (Reuter) - Mauritania's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party took an early 
lead on Saturday after an election for a new 79-seat national assembly in which the opposition contested 
seats for the first time. 


Provisional results from the interior ministry for 16 of the seats contested in Friday's first truly multi-party 
legislative election, showed supporters of President ere in the ruling party had 
won 10. 


Ruling party members will contest the other six in a February 18 second round against the Action for Change 
party, which champions the rights of the minority black Africans and freed slaves. Further results were 
expected later on Saturday. 


The ruling party won 67 of the assembly's 79 seats in the mainly Moslem West African nation's first legislative 
election in 1992, which the opposition boycotted denouncing irregularities. 


Women were also standing for election for the first time on Friday, accounting for 26 of the 292 candidates. 


Turnout in Nouakchott, capital of the arid former French colony straddling Arab and black Africa, appeared 
low with several polling stations reporting less than a third of their electorate voting. Figures from the north, 
Taya's stronghold, suggested a much higher turnout there. 


Opposition supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy turnout of soldiers and other members 
of the security forces at polling stations, said problems over voting cards prevented many people voting. 
Some cried fraud. 


Half the 2.2 million people in the poor nation at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert were eligible to vote. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in Mauritania 
which won independence in 1960. Arabic-speaking ex-slaves make up the remainder. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 12 (Reuter) - Supporters of Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, 


looked on course for victory on Saturday after the mainly Moslem West African nation's first truly multi-party 
legislative election. 


Provisional results from the interior ministry showed the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party had 
already won 22 seats in Friday's election in the sparsely populated and arid nation straddling Arab and black 
Africa. 


The opposition, which boycotted the first such poll in 1992 and denounced fresh irregularities on Friday, had 
yet to win a seat in the 79-member national assembly. It lost seats in two strongholds in the south and in two 
in the capital Nouakchott. 


Results showed that at least eight seats will go to an October 18 second round. The ruling party will contest 
five against the Action for Change party, which champions the rights of the minority black Africans and freed 
slaves. 


It will contest the rest against two candidates of the Union of Democratic Forces-New Era of veteran 
opposition heavyweight Ahmed Ould Daddah and against an independent. 


The ruling party won 67 of the assembly's 79 seats in the first legislative election in 1992, which the 
opposition boycotted denouncing irregularities. 


Women also stood for the first time on Friday, accounting for 26 of the 292 candidates. They too had yet to 
win a seat. 


Turnout in Nouakchott appeared low with several polling stations reporting less than a third of their electorate 
voting. Figures from the north, Taya's stronghold, suggested a much higher turnout there. 


Opposition supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy presence of soldiers and other 
members of the security forces at polling stations, said problems over voting cards prevented many people 
voting. Some cried fraud. 


Poll organisers and officials acknowledged problems with the cards -- mistyped names or identity card 
numbers -- but officials blamed administrative inadequacies. 


Half the 2.2 million people in the poor former French colony at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara desert were 
eligible to vote. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in Mauritania 
which won independence in 1960, Arabic-speaking ex-slaves the remainder. 


Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


The opposition was hoping to make its mark on Friday ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 
The Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, Action for Change and the Union for Democracy and Progress are 
its main flag bearers. 


Political pundits say internal rivalries undermined efforts to secure a common opposition stand. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 12 (Reuter) - The mainly Moslem West African state of Mauritania emerged from its first 
truly multi-party legislative elections with its first woman member of parliament, provisional results showed on 
Saturday. 


Lalla Zeina Mint Sbaghou, a nurse and mayor standing for the ruling Democratic and Social Republican 
Party, took 61 percent of the vote in Friday's poll in the eastern constituency of Timbedra. 


Elsewhere, provisional results issued by the interior ministry showed ruling party supporters of President 
Maaouya Ould Sid heading for victory with at least 32 of the 79 seats in the new national 


assembly. 


The opposition, which boycotted the first such poll in 1992 and denounced fresh irregularities on Friday, had 
yet to win a seat. It lost seats in two strongholds in the south and in two in the capital Nouakchott. 


But relative newcomer, Action for Change, which champions the rights of black Africans and freed slaves in 
the sparsely populated arid nation straddling Arab and black Africa, made significant advances. 


Results showed that at least eight seats will go to an October 18 second round. The ruling party, well placed 
in many seats for the second round, will contest at least six against Action for Change. 


It will contest others against the Union of Democratic Forces-New Era of veteran opposition heavyweight 
Ahmed Ould Daddah and independents. 


The ruling party won 67 of the assembly's 79 seats in the first legislative election in 1992, which the 
opposition boycotted denouncing irregularities. 


Women stood for the first time on Friday, accounting for 26 of the 292 candidates. Mauritania is one of the 
most conservative and male-dominated societies in west Africa. 


Turnout in Nouakchott appeared low with several polling stations reporting less than a third of their electorate 
voting. Figures from the north, Taya's stronghold, suggested a much higher turnout there. 


Opposition supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy presence of soldiers and other 
members of the security forces at polling stations, said problems over voting cards prevented many people 
voting. Some cried fraud. 


Poll organisers and officials acknowledged problems with the cards -- mistyped names or identity card 
numbers -- but officials blamed administrative inadequacies. 


Half the 2.2 million people in the poor former French colony at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert were 
eligible to vote. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in Mauritania, 
which won independence in 1960, Arabic-speaking ex-slaves the remainder. 


Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


The opposition was hoping to make its mark on Friday ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 
The Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, Action for Change and the Union for Democracy and Progress are 
its main flag bearers. 


Political pundits say internal rivalries undermined efforts to secure a common opposition stand. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 13 (Reuter) - Mauritania's ruling party has won a crushing victory in the nation's first truly 
multi-party national assembly election, drawing cries of fraud from some opposition rivals and sceptical 
shrugs from others. 


Friday's poll gave the Moslem West African nation its first woman parliamentian, a ruling party member who is 
also a member of the Harratin community of slaves once held by the dominant Moorish community or their 
descendents. 


But the rise of a new party championing the rights of black Africans and Harratins has put the racial divide 
which has plagued the former French colony since independence in 1960 firmly back on the political agenda. 


"The two most dispossessed communities have come together," said Sarr Ibrahima, general secretary of 
Action for Change. 


"We have become the first opposition force in the country. That is the most important thing at this stage," he 
told Reuters, adding the new party included a handful of Moors. 


For opposition veteran Hamdi Ould Mouknass the rise of Action for Change puts the question of peaceful 
coexistence firmly back on the political agenda. "New forces are emerging which will affect national unity," he 
said. "An extremely poor class is insisting on making its voice heard." 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert, straddles Arab and black 
Africa. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population, Arabic-speaking 
ex-slaves the remainder. Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


The rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbour Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989, with migrant Moors and Harratins killed in race riots in Senegal and reprisal killings in 
Mauritania. 


Thousands of black Mauritanians fled to Senegal or were expelled. Senegal expelled Moors and Harratins. 


Action for Change, formed a year ago, made a last-minute decision to seek a place in the 79-seat national 
assembly. 


Like the rest of the opposition it failed to win a seat on Friday but it goes into an October 18 second round 
with a chance of winning five -- the best opposition performance. 


Politicians say that for the first time the Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab 
community and make common cause with the Moors, have broken with tradition by joining blacks from the 
south in an alliance. 


The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party, which supports President Maaouya Ould Sid' 
Taya and in which Moors are dominant, won 60 seats outright on Friday and the chance of 16 others in the 
run-off. 


Delighted party officials described their victory as evidence that they alone enjoy a truly national following but 
acknowledged the scale of their win looked excessive. 


"The absence of the opposition in the assembly is not good for democracy," said former prime minister Sidi 
Mohamed Ould Boubacar, general-secretary of the ruling party. "We are keen to see the opposition 
represented." 


After previous election victories ruling party militants took to the streets to celebrate. On Saturday, the streets 
of the capital Nouakchott remained quiet and calm -- although extra police were deployed at main crossroads. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched a multi-party 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


The opposition boycotted the first multi-party legislative election in 1992. The ruling party won 67 seats. 

The opposition was hoping to make its mark on Friday ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 
But its supporters, many of whom expressed irritation at the heavy security force presence at polling stations, 
said problems over voting cards stopped many people voting and accused their rivals of sponsoring multiple 


voting. 


Half Mauritania's 2.2 million people were eligible to vote. Turnout in Nouakchott was around 30 percent, much 
higher in the north and east, Taya strongholds. 


Veteran opposition heavyweight Anmed Ould Daddah was angry and bitter. "There was massive fraud 
organised by the state which took away all significance of the election," he said. 


His Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party lost seats in two southern strongholds and in two in 
Nouakchott. 


It has yet to decide whether or not to boycott Friday's run- offs, in which it is in the running for two seats. 


Poll organisers and officials acknowledged problems with voting cards -- mistyped names or identity card 
numbers -- but blamed administrative inadequacies. 


A small team of international observers highlighted "a number of imperfections", saying problems with voting 
cards and the use of indelible ink to prevent multiple voting should be addressed before the second round. 


But for Mouknass, a former foreign minister, the elections are over. He will advise his supporters to vote for 
Action for Change, in line with a pre-poll agreement. 


But he says the ruling party and president have to address the problems raised by the rise of Action for 
Change. 


"The matter must be managed with much sensibility and patience," he said, advocating dialogue as the only 
solution. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 14 (Reuter) - Veteran opposition leader Anmed Ould Daddah pulled his party out of 
Friday's second round of Mauritania's parliamentary election, alleging massive fraud in the first round. 


Ould Daddah, runner-up to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in the Moslem West African country's 


1992 presidential poll, announced the boycott on Sunday one day after the interior ministry announced a 
landslide win for the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party. 


His Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party, once the main opposition party, lost in two southern 
strongholds in Friday's poll and in two in the capital Nouakchott. It was to contest two seats in Friday's runoff 
in Nouakchott. 


"There was massive fraud...an industry of falsification," Ould Daddah told Reuters, confirming that the party 
would boycott the second round. 


But the year-old Action for Change, the opposition party that did best in the first round, appeared likely to 
contest Friday's runoff. 


The opposition boycotted the first multi-party legislative election in the Mauritania in 1992, alledging 
irregularities. The ruling party won 67 of the national assembly's seats. 


Opposition supporters denounced multiple voting by their rivals on Friday and said problems with voting cards 
prevented many from voting. Officials blamed administrative errors. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" on Friday, saying they could be put right before the second 
round. 


Provisional results issued by the interior ministry on Saturday gave the ruling party 61 seats in the new 
assembly. 


The pro-Taya Rally for Democracy and Unity and an independent each won one seat. 


The ruling party is well placed in many of the 16 seats earmarked for the run-off. It will contest five against 
Action for Change, which champions the rights of black Africans and freed slaves in the former French colony 
straddling Arab and black Africa, nine against independents. 


Dominant light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population in Mauritania 
which won independence in 1960, Arabic-speaking ex-slaves the remainder. 


Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Taya, a French-trained army colonel, seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984. He launched the democratic 
transition in 1991 and won a six-year term as president a year later. 


Friday's first round was the first truly multi-party parliamentary poll. It also saw the election of Mauritania's first 
woman assembly member. 


Half the 2.2 million people in the impoverished nation at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert were eligible 
to vote. Friday's turnout was 51.29 percent, but lower in Nouakchott. 


Presidential elections must be held by January 1998. 
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* 13 Oct 96 - Results from the October 11 elections showed * 


the ruling Democratic and Social Republican 
Party had won 60 of the 79 seats in the new 
national assembly. Most of the rest of the 
seats will be decided in run-off votes on 
October 18. * 


+ + F HF 
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CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) ei eceeetees Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports............. Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
Def6NCO......:ccc-ccteeecceieeceeeeeeentes Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
Equceattion........cccccecseeseeeeeneeeeaes Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCES siievecciceiisesesieeeetenscies Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy................ Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 


Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 


+ + F 


Health, Social Affairs... SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.............00+ Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 
JUSLICE... ci Ethmane Ould Sid'Anhmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning: ...4:02.sssedéenpsre deus ates Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 
Environment....... Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0+ Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........cceeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........cceeeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 16 (Reuter) - A new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves or 


their descendents carries the hopes of a disenchanted opposition into Friday's legislative election runoff in the 
Moslem West African nation. 


A week after the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party cruised to an overwhelming majority in the 
79-seat national assembly, the party Action for Change of former slave Messoud Ould Boulkheir will try to 
become the first opposition party to win a seat when the last 16 positions are decided. 


"We are going into the second round. We would even go into a third round if there was one," Action for 
Change secretary- general lbrahima Sarr, whose party will fight the ruling party for five seats, told Reuters on 
Tuesday. 


The Union of Democratic Forces-New Era of veteran opposition heavyweight Anmed Ould Daddah, who 
denounced massive fraud in last Friday's first round, decided to boycott the runoff in which it was in the 
running for two seats. The main opposition had been hoping to make its mark ahead of a presidential election 
due by January 1998. 


"We have pulled out of the second round. It's a boycott," Ould Daddah said, adding that the party would 
contest the results of the first round of what was Mauritania’s first truly multi-party legislative election. 


The opposition boycotted the 1992 legislative election, alleging widespread irregularities after President 
Maaouya Ould Sid , who seized power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" in Friday's first round, in which the ruling party won 61 out of 
the 63 seats decided. 


Mauritania, a nation of 2.2 million people at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert, straddles Arab and black 
Africa. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population, Arabic-speaking 
ex-slaves or Harratin the remainder. Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


Rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbour Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989, with migrant Moors and Harratins killed in race riots in Senegal and reprisal killings in 
Mauritania. 


The rise of Action for Change has put the racial divide, which has plagued the former French colony since 
independence in 1960, firmly back on the agenda. The party, formed a year ago, made a last-minute decision 
to contest the election but emerged as the most successful opposition party in Friday's first round. 


Politicians say for the first time the Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab community 
and make common cause with the Moors, have joined blacks from the south. 


However, officials of the ruling party were delighted with their victory, citing it as evidence they alone have a 
national following. But they acknowledged the scale of their win looked excessive. 


"The absence of the opposition in the assembly is not good for democracy," former prime minister Sidi 
Mohamed Ould Boubacar, general-secretary of the ruling party, said. 


His party contests nine seats against independents -- mostly ruling party members denied the party ticket. 
Ould Daddah's boycott gives it two more seats. The remaining two seats went in round one to an independent 
and a small party supporting Taya. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 18 (Reuter) - A new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves or 
their descendants tried to win a toehold in the national assembly on Friday in a legislative election run-off. 


One week after the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a crushing majority amid cries of 
fraud in the first round of the Moslem West African nation’s first truly multi-party legislative poll, Action for 
Change carried opposition hopes into the second round. 


The other two main opposition parties, one of which was boycotting the second round, urged their supporters 
to vote for Action for Change in the three constituencies where it stood to win a total of five of the assembly's 
79 seats. 


"| ask you to do everything necessary to urge all our militants and electors to vote massively in the second 
round for Action for Change," veteran opposition stalwart Anmed Ould Daddah said in an eve-of-poll 
message to his party. 


Polling began at 7 a.m. but early turnout was light. There was a heavy security force presence in 
Nouakchott's Sebha constituency, where Action for Change was contesting one seat. 


Ould Daddah's Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party, which alleged massive fraud last Friday, passed 
up the chance of winning two seats by launching its boycott. 


The ruling party won 61 seats in the first round. It won two by default because of the boycott and was in the 
running for all the other seats in Friday's runoffs. 


Action for Change, formed just over a year ago and led by former slave Messoud Ould Boulkheir, was bidding 
to become the first opposition party to win a seat in the assembly. 


The opposition boycotted the first legislative election in 1992, alleging widespread fraud after President 
Maaouya Ould Sid , who seized power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. The 
ruling party won 67 of the 79 seats then. 


Mauritania, a nation of 2.2 million people at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert, straddles Arab and black 
Africa. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population, Arabic-speaking 
ex-slaves or Harratin the remainder. Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" in Friday's first round, in which the opposition had been 
hoping to make its mark ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 


Independents, many of them ruling party supporters denied the party ticket, contested nine seats on Friday. 
An independent won one first round seat, a small party backing Taya, the other. 


The Union for Democracy and Progress also urged its supporters to vote for Action for Change. 


Rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbour Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989, with migrant Moors and Harratins killed in race riots in Senegal and reprisal killings in 
Mauritania. 


The rise of Action for Change has put the racial divide, which has plagued the former French colony since 
independence in 1960, firmly back on the agenda. 


Politicians say that for the first time the Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab 
community with the Moors, have made common cause with blacks from the south. 
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* 19 Oct 96 - Results from the October 18 run-off elections * 


showed the ruling Democratic and Social * 
Republican Party had won 71 of the 79 seats in* 
* the new national assembly. * 
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President.......ccccsecee. Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96) iccictelatorice Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports............. Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
DOLENCC.. sis: cnciscceeseastesseetenssceis Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
EGUCATLON i.ieciecaeiidicd ei rencetitien Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCE: seccscireciet camer cee. caeeeien’ Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy................ Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 
Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs..............::000: SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications................... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


JUSTICE... eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anhmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry.......0. eee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning. 2.200. iiek wee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 
Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism...............0. Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........cceeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........ccceeeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 19 (Reuter) - A new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves or 
their descendants won the opposition's first seat in the national assembly after an election run-off. 


One week after the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a crushing majority amid cries of 
fraud, results from the Interior Ministry gave Action for Change one seat in the capital Nouakchott's Sebha 
district in Friday's second round. 


But the ruling party defeated Action for Change in the race for two seats in the Moslem West African nation's 
second city of Nouadibou. Results from a further two seats had yet to be announced. 


The reruns followed a first round in which the ruling party won 61 of the 79 seats in the new national 
assembly, the second since Mauritania's 1991 democratic transition. 


The first round was the first truly multi-party legislative election in the former French colony straddling Arab 
and black Africa. 


Bi ae boycotted an election in 1992, alleging widespread fraud after President Maaouya Ould 


, who seized power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. The ruling party won 67 
of the 79 seats then. 


Veteran opposition stalwart Anmed Ould Daddah's Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party, which alleged 
massive fraud in last week's first round, passed up the chance of winning two seats in Nouakchott by 
boycotting the second round. The ruling party took both. 


Action for Change, formed just over a year ago and led by former slave Messoud Ould Boulkheir, had the 
backing of Ould Daddah's party and the moderate Union for Democracy and Progress. Witnesses described 
turnout in the capital as low. 


Mauritania, a nation of 2.2 million people, stands at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara Desert. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population, Arabic-speaking 
ex-slaves or Harratin the remainder. Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" in the first round, in which the opposition had been hoping to 
make its mark ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 


Independents, many of them ruling party supporters denied the party ticket, contested nine seats on Friday 
and won at least one. An independent won one first round seat and a small party backing Taya took another. 


Rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbouring Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989. Migrant Moors and Harratins were killed in race riots in Senegal and there were reprisal 
killings in Mauritania. 


The rise of Action for Change has put the racial divide, which has plagued Mauritania since independence in 
1960, firmly back on the agenda. 


Politicians say that for the first time the Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab 
community with the Moors, have made common cause with blacks from the south. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 19 (Reuter) - A new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves or 
their descendants won the first opposition seat in the national assembly after a two-round legislative election 
dominated by the ruling party. 


A week after the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a crushing majority amid cries of fraud, 
results in Friday's second round gave Action for Change one seat. 


Former gendarme Kebe Abdoulaye, from the Moslem West African nation's black community, will represent 
Action for Change and the capital Nouakchott's Sebha district in the new assembly, the second since 
Mauritania's 1991 democratic transition. 


The ruling party won all four other seats where Action for Change contested the second round, taking its tally 
so far in the 79-seat assembly to 67 -- the same as in a 1992 election boycotted by the opposition. 


With announcements on eight seats still awaited on Saturday, independents had won three seats and a small 
party supporting President [iT ATI another one. A second woman still had a 
chance of winning. 


Most independent candidates were ruling party supporters denied the party ticket. They alone were in the 
race against the ruling party for the remaining eight seats. 


The election also gave Mauritania, a former French colony straddling Arab and black Africa, its first woman 
assembly member, from the Harratin -- Arabic-speaking ex-slaves -- and a member of the ruling party. 


The October 11 first round was Mauritania’s first truly multi-party legislative election. 


The opposition boycotted the first such election in 1992, alleging widespread fraud after Taya, who seized 
power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. 


Action for Change was the only opposition party represented in Friday's second round. 


Veteran opposition stalwart Anmed Ould Daddah, who alleged massive fraud in the first round, pulled his 
Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party out of the runoffs, passing up the chance of winning two seats in 
Nouakchott. The ruling party won both. 


Action for Change, formed just over a year ago and led by former slave Messoud Ould Boulkheir, had the 
backing of Ould Daddah's party and the moderate Union for Democracy and Progress. Witnesses described 
turnout in the capital as low. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 2.2 million people, stands at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara 
Desert. 


Light-skinned Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population and Harratin the 
remainder. Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" in the first round, in which the opposition had been hoping to 
make its mark ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 


Rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbouring Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989. Migrant Moors and Harratins were killed in race riots in Senegal and there were reprisal 
killings in Mauritania. 


The rise of Action for Change has put the racial divide, which has plagued Mauritania since independence in 
1960, firmly back on the agenda. 


Politicians say that for the first time Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab community 
with the Moors, have made common cause with blacks from the south. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 19 (Reuter) - A new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and 
their descendants won a seat in the national assembly -- the first time the opposition has done so -- after a 
legislative election dominated by the ruling party. 


Final results, released by the interior ministry on Saturday, also showed women entering the Moslem West 
African nation's 79-seat assembly for the first time -- with a winner from each of the two rounds. 


Former gendarme Kebe Abdoulaye, from Mauritania's black community, will represent the year-old Action for 
Change party and the capital Nouakchott's Sebha district in the new assembly, the second since Mauritania's 
1991 democratic transition. 


The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party, which won a crushing first round majority amid cries of 
fraud, mopped up many of the remaining seats in the Friday runoffs to boost its tally to 71. 


Independents, mostly ruling party supporters passed over for the party ticket, won six seats, and a small party 
supporting President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya won one 


One of the two women, Lalla Zeina Mint Sbaghou, is a member of the ruling party and but also a Harratin, or 
descendent of the slaves once held by the dominant light-skinned Moors. 


The other, Malado Coulibaly, is an independent who defeated the head of the ruling party caucus in the 
outgoing assembly. 


The October 11 first round was the first truly multi-party legislative election in the former French colony 
straddling Arab and black Africa, 


The opposition boycotted the first such election in 1992, alleging widespread fraud after Taya, who seized 
power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. 


Action for Change was the only opposition party represented in Friday's second round. 


Veteran opposition stalwart Anmed Ould Daddah, who alleged massive fraud in the first round, pulled his 
Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party out of the runoffs, passing up the chance of winning two seats in 
Nouakchott. The ruling party won both. 


Action for Change, formed just over a year ago and led by former slave Messoud Ould Boulkheir, had the 
backing of Ould Daddah's party and the moderate Union for Democracy and Progress. Witnesses described 
turnout in the capital as low. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 2.2 million people, stands at the Atlantic fringe of the Sahara 
Desert. 


Moors of Arab stock and blacks each make up a third of the population and Harratin the remainder. 
Mauritania formally banned slavery in 1980. 


International observers spoke of "imperfections" in the first round, in which the opposition had been hoping to 
make its mark ahead of a presidential election due by January 1998. 


Rivalry between Moors and black Mauritanians spilled over into tension with neighbouring Senegal and 
bloodshed in 1989. Migrant Moors and Harratins were killed in race riots in Senegal and there were reprisal 
killings in Mauritania. 


The rise of Action for Change has put the racial divide, which has plagued Mauritania since independence in 
1960, firmly back on the agenda. 


Politicians say that for the first time Harratin, who historically consider themselves part of the Arab community 
with the Moors, have made common cause with blacks from the south. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 21 (Reuter) - Mauritania's Prime Minister has submitted his government's formal 
resignation following the ruling party's landslide election victory, officials said. 


The government of Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna, who submitted the resignation on Sunday, will 
continue running the Moslem West African country until a new administration has been formed, they added. 


Political sources said the resignation looked like a formality as far as the ruling Democratic and Social 
Republican Party was concerned. 


It won a crushing first round majority on October 11 amid cries of fraud and boosted its tally to 71 of the 
assembly's 79 seats in last Friday's runoffs. 


Action for Change, a new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves or their 
descendants, won the opposition's first seat in the assembly. 


A small party supporting President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya also won one seat and independents 


took the rest. Two women entered the assembly -- the first women to do so in the former French colony 
straddling Arab and black Africa. 


Many of the independents were disgruntled ruling party supporters passed over for the party ticket. 
The October 11 vote was Mauritania's first truly multi-party legislative election in its transition to democracy. 


The opposition boycotted the first such election in 1992, alleging widespread fraud after Taya, who seized 
power in a bloodless 1984 coup, won a six-year term. 


Veteran opposition stalwart Anmed Ould Daddah, who alleged massive fraud in the October 11 first round, 
pulled his Union of Democratic Forces-New Era party out of Friday's runoffs. 
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20 Oct 96 - Prime Minister Khouna submitted his 
government's resignation but it will continue * 
running the country until a new administration* 
is formed. Es 


+ * F 


* 19 Oct 96 - Results from the October 18 run-off elections * 


showed the ruling Democratic and Social * 
Republican Party had won 71 of the 79 seats in* 
- the new national assembly. i 
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President......c.cccseee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


OUTGOING CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
OG) festecectis nehsiies Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports............. Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Mohamed Ould MBOIRICK 
DOIN CC iyisssccscedstccivscedsseeeenesics Abdallahi Ould ABDI 
EQUCATLON :eeccecescecvenciececetersdareeeeentee Baba Ould SIDI 

FINANCES, meaeiivenadiaed Camara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy................ Abdallahi Ould NEM 


Foreign Affairs & 


Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications...... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


JUSTICE... leis Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning: 22.4: -2.sssedseneore deus ates Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 
Environment...Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheick MALAININE 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism................0+ Bodiel Ould HOUMEID 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........cceeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Central Bank Governot........cceeeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 
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Fatma Zeina Mint Sbaghou has climbed up from the bottom of the social ladder. A black woman born into a 
slave caste, she took office as one of Mauritania's 79 members of parliament Oct. 21. 


In this desert nation, light-skinned Moors have traditionally enslaved blacks, a practice outlawed three times 
but still in use. But Ms. Sbaghou now has authority over the light-skinned clan chiefs of her district who not 
long ago enslaved her family. Few members of her lowly caste, known in the local Arabic dialect as Haratin, 
have risen to this position of authority in West Africa's only Islamic republic, and never a woman. 


It may look as though a new political equality is sprouting from the sands of the Sahara. Many observers, 
however, say Sbaghou won a rigged election designed to put a slave-caste member in a high-profile position 
in order to meet foreign demands for social reform in Mauritania. Officials deny it. 


The government has little real interest in changing the Mauritanian system of slavery, say members of the 
local emancipation movement, SOS Slaves. Lacking a popular mandate, President Key eagu a 
Sid Ahmed Taya’s power base comes from wealthy slave masters, says SOS Slaves' executive secretary, 


Habib Ould Nahfoudh. The Washington-based human rights group Africa Watch claims that at least 100,000 
Haratin remain enslaved. 


Why did President Taya pick a former slave for parliament? "Partly to placate Western demands to end 
slavery and democratize," says Hindou mint Ainina, editor in chief of Calame, an independent newspaper. 
Despite US State Department reservations, Congress passed a bill earlier this month suspending 
nonhumanitarian aid to Mauritania until antislavery laws are enforced. 


But Ms. Ainina claims that putting a slave-caste member in parliament is Taya's means of weakening the 
"tribe" or clan chiefs who largely control how their members vote. One of his targets is the powerful head of 
the Mechdorf clan, Hamoud Ould Ahmedou. Sbaghou, a member of the Mechdorf clan, was made a member 
of parliament from Ahmedou's district in order to humiliate him, Ainina says. "It was a warning to other clan 
leaders not to challenge the state," she says. 


Most blacks of the Mechdorf clan, who had previously supported Sbaghou, are believed to have been 
angered by the insult to their light-skinned chief and crossed racial lines to vote against her. Yet she was one 
of four government candidates who mysteriously won without their clan's support. The Army reportedly had a 
heavy presence in the polling centers of these candidates and may have tipped the vote. 


As in nearby Niger and Gambia, Mauritania is ruled by an Army coup leader turned civilian president who has 
fashioned a tyrannical form of multiparty democracy. 


The October parliamentary elections were the first since Taya took power in 1984 that were not boycotted by 
Mauritania's opposition parties, yet they won only one of 79 seats. International observers documented voter 
irregularities throughout the country, including instances of manipulated voter lists and coercion. 


In Nouakchott, the capital, small groups of protesters stood near polling stations denouncing fraud. One 
woman who accused people of multiple voting was seen being beaten by soldiers. 


Given the government's history of a carrot-and-stick approach, Ainina says, the Mechdorf clan chief probably 
will accept the humiliation of Ms. Sbaghou's election and will be rewarded later. "Probably one of his children 
will be given an ambassadorship," she says. 


MAP: Showing Mauritania and surrounding nations, STAFF 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 24 (Reuter) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya sacked his 
defence minister and five other cabinet members on Thursday in the first government shuffle following 
general elections earlier this month. 


State radio said Defence Minister Abdallahi Ould Abdi had been replaced by Planning Minister Mohamed 
Ould Amar, whose place was taken by new appointee Ahmed Killy Ould Cheikh Sydia. 


Other ministers fired were those for the civil service, culture, rural development, trade and water. 
No reason was given for the changes. 
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20 Oct 96 - Prime Minister Khouna submitted his 
government's resignation but it will continue * 
running the country until a new administration* 
is formed. Es 


+ * F 


* 19 Oct 96 - Results from the October 18 run-off elections * 


showed the ruling Democratic and Social * 
Republican Party had won 71 of the 79 seats in* 
- the new national assembly. i 
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OUTGOING CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 6 May 96): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 


OG )ivceciectesd veers Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports... eee Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 


Communication (information), 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs................ Khattry ould GIDDREU 
DO@TON CC visee cies isszet atcizertarenasscies Mohamed Ould AMAR 
Equcattion........ccccececseeeeeeeeeneeeenees Baba Ould SIDI 


FINANCE... ccc cece ee eee ee esseeeeeeeeeess Camara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy................ Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Foreign Affairs & 

Cooperation......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs................. SOW Abou Demba 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications...... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


Justice... ee Ethmane Ould Sid'Anhmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry......... eee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
PIANNING......0 cece eeeeeeeeeeeees Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Rural Development & 
Environment............::::ccceeee Boidel Ould HOUMEID 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.Colonel Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, Tourism............ Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 
Transport, SupplieS......... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 

Water, Energy.........ceeceeeeeeeeees Ahmed Yeslem Ould VIL 

Central Bank Governot..............:0:::e Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, ontact the Reuter 

Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 28 (Reuter) - Moslem Mauritania, keen to erase a lingering perception abroad that it is 
out of tune with modern realities, is planning to outlaw the practice of child brides. 


At the same time, the former French colony at the crossroads between the Arab world and black Africa is 
working hard to increase the number of girls in primary school and higher education. 


The reforms are part of a drive to liberalise the West Africa nation's economy and encourage foreign 
investment. 


Opposition and women's rights activists, some of whom dismiss the reforms as window dressing to impress 
Western donors or investors, acknowledge a change for the better. 


But they say that true change, in which women enjoy real equality of opportunity with men, remains a distant 
hope. 


"Mauritania, which applies sharia law, is currently drafting a Family Code," Sinnya Mint Sidi Haiba, Secretary 
of State for Women's Affairs, told Reuters in an interview, adding that the aim was to make 18 the minimum 
legal age for marriage. 


"In isolated villages you can find early marriage with brides as young as 10 or 11 but in towns the average is 
18." 


Sidi Haiba said the technical phase of drafting the Family Code had been completed. The aim, she added, 
was to tighten up legal safeguards governing such matters as marriage, divorce and the duties of separated 
fathers to pay for their children. 


"The problem is one of proper administrative measures." 


This month's legislative election, the second since the advent of multi-party politics in 1991, gave Mauritania 
its first woman national assembly member. The deputy, Lalla Zeina Mint Sbaghou, member of the ruling 
Democratic and Social Republican Party, is also a Harratin, a descendant of the slaves held by Mauritania's 
dominant Arab-speaking Moors. 


Sidi Haiba said the practice of child brides denied girls a proper education in a country which was keen to 
expand the role in society of women, who already enjoy the right to equal pay and, in theory, equal 
opportunity. 


"The girls marry early, have children very early and that cuts their studies," she said. 


Sidi Haiba said 65 to 67 percent of all girl now received a primary school education compared to 77 to 80 
percent of boys. 


World Bank representative Claude Delapierre puts an alternative spin on the benefits of sending girls to 
school -- it can also be a way of curbing the population in a country where modern birth control methods may 
not be readily accepted. 


"If you send the girls to school, they marry later, they go on to work and they have fewer children," he said. 
Mauritania has a population growth rate of about 2.9 percent, lower than many neighbours in the region. 


This has a positive impact on growth figures. With its gross domestic product growing by 4.5 percent in 1995, 
Mauritania enjoyed real growth of 1.6 percent -- above the World Bank's global target of one percent. 


Sidi Haiba said President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who seized power in 1984 and won a six-year 
term in 1992 elections, was keen to ensure women played a much greater role in the economic life of the 
nation of 2.2 million people. "He has said that women should play the same role as their brothers." 


Sidi Haiba said the government was trying to persuade families in rural areas to send their girls to primary 
school. Schools are free in Mauritania. 


She said women were starting to make their mark in such sectors as education, health and in business. "We 
have noticed that (Mauritanian) women are gifted at business management." 


Women in professions such as law and medicine remain few. Out of more than 200 barristers only five are 
women and there are only about 10 women doctors, but that is changing. 


"There are many young women studying medicine abroad. In France, in Syria or in Russia," Sidi Haiba said. 


The government is helping women organise themselves in cooperatives -- of which there are 2,000. One 
group has raised 500 million ouguiya ($3.6 million) -- half from savings and half from loans -- to build a 
shopping centre near the presidency. 


"In the past, banks were wary of women. Access to credit was difficult...but now they are starting to show 
confidence in women," Sidi Haiba said. 


Sidi Haiba said that in the eyes of the law there was no distinction between men and women. "They have the 
same rights and the same responsibilities." 


Critics of the government, while they acknowledge changes for the better, say that true equality will remain a 
dream until there is a change of mentality among Mauritania's men. 


"It's not a question of studies, it's the work she does and the responsibility she is given,” one professional 
woman commented. "Even if you grant her the right to study, everything will be done to stop her getting 
beyond that level." 


Sidi Haiba, asked whether Mauritania could one day have a woman president, said that women had the right 
to stand but acknowledged that it was not likely to happen soon. "It's a question of mentality. It could take 
time," she said. 

($1=138 ouguiya) 
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He said debt arrears will reach close to 50 billion CFA francs by the end of this year and that 31 billion CFA 
francs were due before the end of December. 


‘The extent of Air Afrique's financial crisis is such that no half-measures will allow us to overcome it,’ he said 
in an address at the opening of the meeting. “Air Afrique's finances have deteriorated sharply and to find a 
lasting solution will demand draconian measures." 


He added that 'we will have to look for a renegotiation of the debt so that the installments are restricted to Air 


Afrique's repayment capacity.’ 


Five presidents attended Monday's meeting in Abidjan - Abdou Diouf of 
Senegal, Mauritania's 


Ahmed Taya, Chad's Idriss Deby 


and Niger's Ibrahim Mainassara Bare as well as Bedie. 
-Simon Clow 


(END) AP-DOW JONES NEWS 11-11-96 
2009GMT 
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ABIDJAN, Nov 11 (AFP) - African leaders meeting here Monday picked Air Mauritius chairman Sir Harry 
Tirvengadum to head a major restructuring of the continent's ailing airline, Air Afrique. 


Tirvengadum, who is expected to be confirmed at a shareholders' meeting in the Ivory Coast's economic 
capital on Tuesday, will replace Frenchman Yves Roland-Billecart, whose contract was curtailed by two years 
in April. 


The new chief executive officer was selected from a shortlist of three drawn up by a Canadian head-hunting 
firm, who also put forward senior personnel from Air France and the Belgian national carrier, SABENA. 


After three hours of talks the African leaders and representatives of the airline's 11 member countries also 
recommended the creation of a holding company to take over Air Afrique's almost 200 billion CFA francs (400 
million dollars) debt mountain, equivalent to four times its book assets. 


The Dakar-based African civil aviation board, ASECNA, whose members include all of Air Afrique's national 
stakeholders, will provide 20 billion of the holding company's assets of 31 billion CFA francs (62 million 
dollars). 


The airline's 11 member states will each contribute one billion CFA francs to the holding company, which will 
buy the four Airbus A310s on which Air Afrique owes 187 billion CFA francs. 


Air Afrique will lease these aircraft through the holding company for an estimated two million dollars a month. 
ASCENI has approved this arrangement, according to reliable sources. 


Attending the crisis meeting were presidents Henri Konan Bedie (Ivory Coast, presiding) Abdou Diouf 
(Senegal), WcEGUeZOUId SIARH Wea THE (Mauritania) Ibrahim Bare Mainassara (Niger), Idriss Deby 
(Chad). 


Transport ministers represented the remaining six member states -- Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African 
Republic, Congo, Mali and Togo. 


Alliance agreements with Air France were also hotly debated when Air Afrique's transport ministers met over 
the weekend. 


The alliance "will be settled in the coming months," said one source close to the conference, adding the 
airline's new management will be entrusted with reaching a final accord. 


The heads of state of the airline's member countries also reaffirmed their desire to privatise the company, the 
sources added. 


Air Afrique's member states currently hold 71 percent of the airline's capital, with 12.17 percent owned by a 
company an Air France subsidiary, 9.12 percent by the French development fund, 4.56 percent by the West 
African Development Bank, 3.2 percent by DHL and 0.55 percent by Abidjan Catering. 


So far, there has been little private interest in the company, whose performance has steadily worsened since 
1994. In 1995 Air Afrique was 16 billion CFA francs in the red, a figure which is expected to climb to 24 billion 
CFA francs by the end of the year. 


Ivory Coast President Henri Konan Bedie estimated the company's immediate financial needs to be 64 billion 
CFA francs. 


In their final statement, the heads of state also "invited staff and unions to desist from all activities likely to 
disrupt the company's recovery." 
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ABIDJAN, Nov 11 nov (AFP) - Heads of the states which jointly own ailing airline Air Afrique, meeting in 
Abidjan on Monday, proposed Sir Harry Tirvengadum of Air Mauritius for appointment as the company's new 
director general. 


The new director general, who will replace French incumbent Yves Roland-Billecart, is due to be named 
Tuesday during a shareholders' meeting in the lvory Coast economic capital. 


After three hours of talks, the heads of state and representatives of the airline's 11 member countries also 
recommended creation of a holding company to take over Air Afrique's debt of almost 200 billion CFA francs 
(400 million dollars), four times its book assets. 


In their final statement, the heads of state also "invited staff and unions to desist from all activities likely to 
disrupt the company's recovery." 


The company's deficit reached 16 billion CFA francs (32 million dollars) in 1995 and is expected to climb to 24 
billion CFA francs (48 million dollars) this year. 


Five heads of state attended the summit: presidents Henri Konan Bedie (Ivory Coast, presiding) Abdou Diouf 
(Senegal), iicceu GUCUIASTEMNNGATORA (Mauritania) Ibrahim Bare Mainassara (Niger), and Idriss Deby 
(Chad). 


Transport ministers represented the remaining six members states -- Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African 
Republic, Congo, Mali and Togo. 
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ABIDJAN, Nov 11 (AFP) - Heads of the states which jointly own ailing airline Air Afrique, meeting in Abidjan 
on Monday, proposed Sir Harry Tirvengadum, chief executive officer (eds: correct) of Air Mauritius, for 
appointment as the company's new director general. 


The new director general, who will replace French incumbent Yves Roland-Billecart, is to be named Tuesday 
during a shareholders' meeting in the lvory Coast economic capital. 


After three hours of talks, the heads of state and representatives of the airline's 11 member countries also 
recommended creation of a holding company to take over Air Afrique's debt of almost 200 billion CFA francs 
(400 million dollars), four times its book assets. 


In their final statement, the heads of state also "invited staff and unions to desist from all activities likely to 
disrupt the company's recovery." 


The company's deficit reached 16 billion CFA francs (32 million dollars) in 1995 and is expected to climb to 24 
billion CFA francs (48 million dollars) this year. 


Five heads of state attended the summit: presidents Henri Konan Bedie (Ivory Coast, presiding) Abdou Diouf 
(Senegal), iicceu GUCUIASTEMNNGATORA (Mauritania) Ibrahim Bare Mainassara (Niger), and Idriss Deby 
(Chad). 


Transport ministers represented the remaining six members states -- Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African 
Republic, Congo, Mali and Togo. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 27 (Reuter) - Mauritania's government has drafted a 1997 budget which projects an 
increase of over seven percent on 1996 but aims to balance the books for a second successive year, officials 
said. 


The draft, approved by the government earlier this week and submitted to the national assembly, projects a 
budget of 46.470 billion ouguiyas ($331.5 million) compared to 43.188 billion ouguiyas for 1996, the officials 
added. 


Central Bank officials said in October that in 1996 the West African nation, which forms a link between black 
and Arab Africa, was heading for its first budget surplus since independence from France in 1960. 


Officials said that the 1997 budget draft projected a 7.17 percent increase in government receipts and a six 
percent increase in spending with budgetary rigour once again the watchword. 


Education, health and the fight against poverty were the spending priorities, they added. 

It was not immediately clear when parliament would debate the draft but supporters of President Maaouya 
‘Ahmed Taya | in the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a landslide victory in 

October's parliamentary election. 

Officials said that the debate was likely to take place early in December. ($1 = 140.185 Mauritania ouguiyas) 


(c) Reuters Limited 1996 
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PARIS, Dec 7 (Reuter) - The leaders of Algeria and Mauritania discussed cooperation between the two North 
African neieghbours during a telephone conversation on Saturday, the official Algerian news agency APS 
said. 


"President (Liamine) Zeroual discussed bilateral relations and issues of common interest with President 
i of Mauritania over the telephone," APS said. 


They "reaffirmed their will to promote cooperation between the two countries", it added without giving other 
details. 


Algeria and Mauritania are members of the Arab Maghreb Union along with Morocco, Tunisia and Libya. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1996 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 6 (Reuter) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has reshuffled his 


government, bringing in a new foreign minister and replacing his interior minister, officials said on Monday. 


Sidi Ould Khalifa replaces Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh Ahmed as foreign minister, Kabbah Ould 
Elewah takes over as minister of the interior and posts and telecommunications. Elewah was previously civil 
service minister. 


There was no official explanation for the changes, implemented late on Sunday, but Khalifa was previously 
head of a commission dealing with public tenders. 


In another switch, Trade, Craft and Tourism Minister Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Dahmane and Health and 
Social Affairs Minister Sow Abou Demba switched jobs. 


Sghairy Ould Mbarack came into the government as education minister, replacing Baba Ould Sidi who 
switched to the civil service portfolio. 


Taya and his ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a landslide victory in October's 
parliamentary election. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (970106) 
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* 5 Jan 97 - President TAYA reshuffled the government with * 


x Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA staying on * 
x as prime minister. * 





HK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK IKK IRE KER AKER KARE ER EERIE KERR 


President........cccseeee: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 5 Jan 97): Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 


DG): ceriesccisias rece Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, 
Youth & Sports... eeeeeeeeee Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry ould GIDDREU 

DGI6NC6 aciiiat ete eters Mohamed Ould AMAR 
Equcattion.......cececceeseeeeeees Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

FINANCE... codecs deen Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy...............- Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... Sidi Ould KHALIFA 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
JUSTICE... eee Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 


PIANNING......0 eee eeteeeeeeeeees Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Rural Development & 
ENnvirOnMen.........:cccccccceeeees Boidel Ould HOUMEID 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.....Col Anmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, & TOUrISM.......... eee SOW Abou Demba 
Transport, SupplieS........ eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........:ceceeeeeeeeees Ahmed Yeslem Ould VIL 

Central Bank Governot............:.:0::: Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 23 (Reuter) - Mauritanian security forces have detained four politicians, including the 
head of the main opposition Action for Change party, on accusations of suspect relations with Libya, a human 
rights activist said on Thursday. 


Boubakar ould Messoud of the anti-slavery SOS Esclaves group told Reuters that Messoud ould Boulkheir, 
whose party won the first and only opposition seat in October's parliamentary elections, and the three others 
had been arrested on Wednesday. 


The others were Abdallahi el Atigh ould Yahi, spokesman for a group opposing normalisation with Israel, El 
Khory ould Hmeity, former general-secretary of the Mauritanian workers union, and Hamoud ould Abdi, a 
member of the national committee of the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party. 


Mauritania's relations with Libya, shunned by the West on suspicion of terrorism links, are traditionally 
strained, with Nouakchott accusing Tripoli of trying to destabilise it. 


But Nouakchott more commonly cracks down on individuals for ties with Iraq, a country with which Mauritania 
traditionally enjoyed close ties until after the 1991 Gulf war over Kuwait. 


Since then, Mauritania, which found itself shunned by oil-rich friends in the Gulf, has distanced itself from 
Baghdad and in November 1995 it even recognised Israel. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his ruling party won a landslide victory in October's 


parliamentary election. 


Action for Change is a new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves. Moors of Arab 
stock traditionally dominate the government of the former French colony, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 30 (Reuter) - The Mauritanian authorities have freed the head of the main opposition 
Action for Change party after holding him on accusations of suspect relations with Libya, his family said on 
Thursday. 


Messoud ould Boulkheir, whose party won the first and only opposition seat in October's parliamentary 
election, was arrested with three other politicians on January 22. He began a hunger strike on Tuesday and 
was released overnight Wednesday. 


The others held were Abdallahi el Atigh ould Yahi, spokesman for a group opposing normalisation with Israel, 
El Khory ould Hmeity, former general-secretary of the Mauritanian workers union, and Hamoud ould Abdi, a 
member of the national committee of the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party. 


Sources close to Hmeity said he too had been released. 


Mauritania's relations with Libya, shunned by the West on suspicion of terrorism links, are traditionally 
strained, with Nouakchott accusing Tripoli of trying to destabilise it. 


Mauritania more commonly cracks down on individuals for ties with Iraq, a country with which it traditionally 
enjoyed close ties until changing tack after the 1991 Gulf war over Kuwait. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his ruling party won a landslide victory in October's 


parliamentary election. 


Action for Change is a new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves. Moors of Arab 
stock traditionally dominate the government of the former French colony, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 30 (Reuter) - Mauritania has freed the head of the main opposition Action for Change 
party and two other politicians held on allegations of suspect relations with Libya, family and other sources 
close to them said on Thursday. 


Messoud Ould Boulkheir, whose Action for Change party won the first and only opposition seat in October's 
parliamentary poll, was arrested with three other politicians on January 22. 


The others were Abdallahi el Atigh Ould Yahi, spokesman for a group opposing normalisation with Israel, El 
Khory ould Hmeity, former general-secretary of the Mauritanian workers union, and Hamoud Ould Abdi, a 
member of the national committee of the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party. 


Boulkheir, who began a hunger strike on Tuesday, was released overnight Wednesday. Sources close to 
Hmeity and Abdi said they too had been released. No action appeared to have been taken against them, the 
sources said. 


Political sources say a further six people remain in custody over the affair. 


Mauritania's relations with Libya, shunned by the West on suspicion of terrorism links, are traditionally 
strained, with Nouakchott accusing Tripoli of trying to destabilise it. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his ruling party won a landslide victory in October's 


parliamentary election. 


Action for Change is a new party championing the rights of Mauritania's blacks and ex-slaves. Moors of Arab 
stock traditionally dominate the government of the former French colony, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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Source: Syrian Arab Republic Radio, Damascus, in Arabic 0515 gmt 3 Feb 97 


Text of report by Syrian radio on 3rd February 


Nouakchott: Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya received Syrian Vice-President Abd 


al-Halim Khaddam and Foreign Minister Faruq al-Shar'a at 0400 Damascus time [0200 gmt] today. 


The vice-president conveyed to the Mauritanian president a message from President Hafiz al-Asad. The 
message concerns the Arab conditions and the latest developments in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the peace 
process. 


The meeting was attended by Foreign Minister Faruq al-Shar'a and the Syrian charge d'affaires. On the 
Mauritanian side, the meeting was attended by Mauritanian Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed 
Khounn and Mauritanian Foreign Minister Sidi Ould Khalifa. 


Vice President Abd al-Halim Khaddam, accompanied by Foreign Minister Faruq al-Shar'a, arrived in 
Mauritania yesterday from Algeria. They were received at the Nouakchott International Airport by Mauritanian 
Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khounn, Mauritanian Foreign Minister Sidi Ould Khalifa, a 
number of Mauritanian ministers, and the Syrian charge d'affaires in Mauritania. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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DAMASCUS, Feb 4 (Reuter) - These are some of the leading stories in Syrian newspapers on Tuesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


SYRIA TIMES 


- Syrian President Hafez al-Assad sends messages to King Hassan of Morocco and Mauritanian President 
Maaouya Ould Sid on latest developments of peace with Israel. 


- Lebanese Foreign Minister Faris Bouez says Assad's role in the peace process is a decisive factor in the 
confrontation with Israel. 


- Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will not deliver message from Assad to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 


TISHREEN 


- Jordanian parties submit a memorandum to the Arab League demanding support for Syria in confrontation 
with "the Zionist campaign" and decide to hold a mass rally in solidarity with Syria on Feb 15. 


- Israel accuses five Syrians in the Golan of carrying out resistance operations. 


- The Higher Investment Council discusses industrial and agricultural projects, mainly in the textile and cereal 
processing sectors. 


- Syria's General Foreign Trade Organisation for Chemicals and Foodstuffs plans to import 222,000 tonnes of 
raw and white sugar in 1997 worth around $84 million. 


AL-THAWRA 


- Egypt stresses that peace talks should resume on the basis that the Golan Heights should be returned to 
Syria. 


- Russia tells the Arab League that it stands against Israeli settlements in the occupied Arab lands. 
AL-BAATH 

- New Israeli threats to south Lebanon. 

(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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ABIDJAN, Feb 10 (AFP) - The board of Air Afrique, the airline jointly owned by 11 African countries, will meet 
here on February 17 to appoint Mauritian airline boss Sir Harry Tirvengadum as its new director general, 
company sources said Monday. 


The board is also due to name a new chairman, essentially an honorary post at Air Afrique. 


Tirvengadum will replace French incumbent Yves Roland-Billecart, whose term at the helm of the ailing 
company was cut short by ministers from the member states in April last year. 


Tirvengadum, 65, is chief executive of Air Mauritius and in that capacity sits on the boards of the International 
Air Traffic Association; he was until recently chairman of the African Airlines Association. 


His appointment was recommended at a meeting here in November attended by presidents Henri Konan 
Bedie (Ivory Coast) Abdou Diouf (Senegal), Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya (Mauritania) Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara (Niger), and Idriss Deby (Chad). 


Transport ministers represented the other six member states -- Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African 
Republic, Congo, Mali and Togo. 


The same meeting recommended creation of a holding company to take over Air Afrique's debt of almost 200 
billion CFA francs (400 million dollars), four times its book assets. 


The company's deficit reached 16 billion CFA francs (32 million dollars) in 1995 and is expected to climb to 24 
billion CFA francs (48 million dollars) this year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 16 (Reuter) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya moved Defence 
Minister Mohamed Ould Amar to the planning ministry in a technical cabinet shuffle affecting four other 
portfolios, an official statement said on Sunday. 


The new defence minister is Anmed Yeslim Ould Vil, who moves over from the ministry of water and energy. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (970217) 


President......Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 15 Feb 97): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96).....Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (information) & 

Parliamentary Relations..Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs..Khattry ould GIDDREU 
Defence...Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 

Education..Sghairy Ould MBARACK 


Finance.....Camara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... Sidi Ould KHALIFA 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
Justice........ Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 

Mining & Industry......... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning......Mohamed Ould AMAR 

Rural Development & Environment............. Abdallahi Oul NEM 
Secretary-General of the Presidency.....Col Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism......... SOW Abou Demba 

Transport, Supplies.......... SOW Mohamed Deina 


Water, Energy.......... Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Central Bank Governor.......... Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: 





Any comments/queries on the content of this 


government list, please contact the Reuter 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 


( 
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TUNIS, Feb 28 (Reuter) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Friday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE TEMPS 

- Mauritania President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to visit Tunisia on Saturday. 
- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali to visit France in May. 

LE RENOUVEAU 

- Tunisian-Egyptian high commission to hold its 5th meeting in Tunis on Friday. 

LA PRESSE 


- Arab ministers of culture end their conference and adopt a declaration which supports Palestinian claim over 
Jerusalem. 


AL HORIA 


- Rome Mayor Fransesco Rutelli says Tunisia is a leading country in the field of environment protection. Tunis 
and Rome signed an accord for exchanges of expertise over environment issues. 


- Family planning will be extended to the country's remote areas. 

- Tunisia to extend motorway network to the northern city of Bizert. 

ASSAHAFA 

- Tunisia calls on Arab countries to draw a plan to upgrade and promote culture industry. 
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TUNIS, March 1 (Reuter) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Saturday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LA PRESSE 


- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya starts on Saturday a three-day official visit to 


Tunisia. 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali discussed with Portuguese Defence Minister Antonio Vitorino cooperation 
between the two countries. 


- Tunisian-Egyptian joint high commission started meetings in Tunis to boost cooperation. 
LE TEMPS 


- President Ben Ali held a meeting with Hungarian speaker of parliament Zoltan Gal on trade and economic 
relations between the two countries. 
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TUNIS, March 2 (Reuter) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Sunday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LA PRESSE 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali and Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya held talks on 


Arab Maghreb Union issues. 


- Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak asked Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali to visit Egypt in a letter 
handed over by Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal Ganzouri. 


- Egyptian Prime Minister Ganzouri stressed the importance of boosting economic exchanges between 
Tunisia and Egypt in a meeting with Tunisian businessmen. 


LE TEMPS 


- President Ben Ali on Saturday held phone talks with Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi on speeding 
up Arab Maghreb Union action. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 


Document Iba0000020011002dt32093at 


REUTERS 





PRESS DIGEST - Tunisia - March 3. 


142 words 

3 March 1997 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1997 Reuters Limited 


TUNIS, March 3 (Reuter) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Monday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LA PRESSE 
- Tunisia and Egypt aim to rise trade exchanges between the two countries to $300 million by the year 2000. 


- Egyptian Prime Minister Kamel Ganzouri on Sunday stressed the good relations between Tunisia and 
Algeria at the end of his three-day official visit to Tunis. 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali congratulates King Hassan II of Morocco on the occasion of 36th 
anniversary of his accession to throne. 


LE TEMPS 


- Tunisia and Egypt on Sunday signed cooperation accords in different sectors. 


- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on Sunday held talks with Tunisian Parliament 


speaker Habib Boulares on ways to boost cooperation. 
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TUNIS, March 4 (Reuter) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Tuesday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LA PRESSE 


- President Ben Ali held talks with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on ways to speed 


up Arab Maghreb Union. 


- President Ben Ali instructed Prime Minister Hamed Karoui to implement the accords signed at the fifth 
meeting of the Tunisian-Egyptian high commission held in Tunis last week. 


LE TEMPS 


- Mauritanian President ended a three-day official visit to Tunisia in which he aimed at boosting bilateral 
cooperation. 


LE RENOUVEAU 

- Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi pays hommage to President Ben Ali. 

- President Ben Ali conferred with Prime Minister Hamed Karoui on strategy to develop Tunisian airliners. 
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TUNIS, March 4 (Reuter) - Mauritanian and Libyan officials agreed to ease tension between their two 
countries at high-level talks in Tunis over the weekend, North African diplomats said on Tuesday. 


The reconcilation came a a result of a mediation by Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali during a visit 
at the start of March by Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid , diplomats said. 


The sources said Ibrahim Bishari, head of the office of Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, and Sidi Ould 
Khalifa, Mauritanian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, met on Sunday in the presence of Tunisian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Abderrahim Zouari. 


"The mediation was successful. Libyans and Mauritanians have agreed to open a new page in their 
relations," a diplomat close to the talks told Reuters. 


Libya in November 1995 recalled its ambassador from Nouakchott and said it would cut off economic aid to 
the North African state in retaliation for Mauritania's decision to establish ties with Israel. 


Nouakchott accuses Tripoli of trying to destabilise it and last month cracked down on Mauritanian opponents 
allegedly accused of ties with Libya. 


The two countries, along with Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, are members of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 
established in 1989 but which has its activities almost freezed during the last three years because of bilateral 
disputes, and especially between Algeria and Morocco over the Sahara issue. 


"The reconciliation between Libya and Mauritania contributes to a better atmosphere in the AMU," a North 
African diplomat said. 
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PARIS, April 27 (Reuter) - The Polisario Front, seeking independence in the disputed Western Sahara, said it 
believed U.N. envoy James Baker could relaunch the region's stalled peace plan, Algeria's official news 
agency APS said on Sunday. 


APS quoted Polisario foreign minister Bachir Mustapha Sayed as telling reporters in Tindouf, Algeria, on 
Saturday that Baker faced a "great challenge" over the U.N. peace plan for the former Spanish colony which 
is claimed by Morocco. 


But Baker's experience as a former U.S. secretary of state, his political weight and his backing by the U.N. 
Security Council and the international community would enable him to answer the challenge, said Mustapha 
Sayed. 


Baker, on his first tour of North Africa since U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed him his personal 
envoy for Western Sahara last month, was due in Tindouf later on Sunday. 


Algeria is a long-time supporter of the Polisario which has its rear base in Tindouf. 


It is also home to thousands of Saharan refugees, many of whom fled years of conflict in Western Sahara 
before a U.N. ceasefire in September 1991 ended fighting between the Polisario and Moroccan troops. 


The second part of a U.N. peace plan, a referendum to enable Saharans to decide whether the territory 
should be independent or integrate with Morocco, has been held up by disputes over who should be allowed 
to vote. 


The ballot was initially planned for January 1992. 


Baker is on a fact-finding trip, which has taken him to Morocco, Algeria and neighbouring Mauritania. 


On Saturday, he held talks with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya after earlier meeting 


Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna and Foreign Minister Sidi Ould Khalifa. 


Mauritanian television, monitored by the British Broadcasting Corporation, quoted Baker as saying he had 
had "an interesting meeting" with the president. 


Baker added: "This visit aims at carrying out a new analysis of the situation in the Western Sahara." 
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PARIS, April 27 (Reuter) - U.N. special envoy James Baker arrived on Sunday in Tindouf, the site of the 
Polisario Front's rear base inside southwestern Algeria, for talks on the future of the disputed Western 
Sahara. 


The Algerian official news agency APS said Baker would meet Polisario leader Mohamed Abdelaziz, 
president of the self-declared Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, which is recognised by about 70 countries. 


The Algerian-backed Polisario seeks independence in the territory, a former Spanish colony claimed by, and 
largely controlled by, Morocco. 


The dispute has gone on for more than 20 years. 


Baker, who arrived from Mauritania, is on his first trip to the region since U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
appointed him his personal envoy for Western Sahara last month. 


The former U.S. secretary of state has also visited Morocco and held talks with Algerian leaders in Algiers on 
what he terms a "fact-finding" mission. 


APS said Baker would also visit refugee camps in Tindouf, home to thousands who fled years of conflict in 
Western Sahara before a U.N. ceasefire in September 1991 ended fighting between the Polisario and 
Moroccan troops. 


The second part of a U.N. peace plan, a referendum to enable Saharans to decide whether the territory 
should be independent or integrate with Morocco, has been held up by disputes over who should be allowed 
to vote. 


The ballot was initially planned for January 1992. 


APS earlier on Sunday quoted Polisario foreign minister Bachir Mustapha Sayed as telling reporters in 
Tindouf that Baker faced a "great challenge" over the U.N. peace plan. 


But Baker's diplomatic experience, political weight and his backing by the Security Council and international 
community would enable him to answer the challenge, said Mustapha Sayed. 


Si RRR Baker held what he termed "an interesting meeting" with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould 


, according to Mauritanian television. 
Baker added: "This visit aims at carrying out a new analysis of the situation in the Western Sahara." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 11 (Reuter) - Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, sacked his 


foreign minister on Sunday, according to a decree from the presidency. 


The decree gave no reason for the replacement of Ahmed Sidi Ould Khalifa by Rural Development Minister 
Abdallahi Ould Nem. 


Ahmed Salem Ould Saleck, entering the government for the first time, replaces Nem. 


The same decree announced the sacking of the six members of the consultative High Islamic Counci, which 
watches over religious matters for the government. Once again, the decree gave no reason for the move. 


Taya and his ruling party won a landslide victory in legislative elections in October in the former French 
colony which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


His current six-year term of office ends in January 1998. There is no limit on the number of times he can 
stand. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (970512) 


President......Col Maaouya Ould Sid‘Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 15 Feb 97): 
Prime Minister (Apptd 2 Jan 
96).....Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (information) & 

Parliamentary Relations..Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs..Khattry ould GIDDREU 
Defence...Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 

Education..Sghairy Ould MBARACK 


Finance.....Camara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.............. Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
Justice........ Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 

Mining & Industry......... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
Planning......Mohamed Ould AMAR 

Rural Development & Environmernt....... Ahmed Salem Ould SALECK 


Secretary-General of the Presidency.....Col Anmed Ould MINNIH Trade, Craft, & Tourism......... SOW Abou 
Demba 


Transport, Supplies.......... SOW Mohamed Deina 


Water, Energy.......... Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Central Bank Governot.......... Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: 





Any comments/queries on the content of this 


government list, please contact the Reuter 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 


( 





End Government List) 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (970513) 


KKK RRR KKK RRR RRR RRR REE ERERERE 


* 12 Dec 97 - Presidential election. * 





* 26 Dec 97 - Presidential election run-off if necessary. * 


HK KK RK KK KKK KEKE RRR RK ERR REE KER EKER AR ER ERR ERE 


President......Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 15 Feb 97): 
Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (information) & 

Parliamentary Relations..Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs..Khattry ould GIDDREU 
Defence...Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 

Education..Sghairy Ould MBARACK 


Finance.....Camara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.............. Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
Justice........ Ethmane Ould Sid'Ahmed EL YESSA 
Mining & Industry......... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 


Planning......Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & Environmernt....... Ahmed Salem Ould SALECK 
Secretary-General of the Presidency.....Col Anmed Ould MINNIH 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism......... SOW Abou Demba 

Transport, Supplies.......... SOW Mohamed Deina 

Water, Energy.......... Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Central Bank Governot.......... Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (970527) 
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* 12 Dec 97 - Presidential election. * 





* 26 Dec 97 - Presidential election run-off if necessary. * 
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President.........ess: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 11 May 97): 
Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry ould GIDDREU 
DG@PENCC..ci:.ssectsseecsncecsreestertaes Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 
Equcattion........cccceecceeeseeeeees Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

FINANCE: geccserticciceuris dechaeeasece Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.............. Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
JUSTICE... eee Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 
Mining & Industry.........eeeeee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 


PANNING. ..... sees eeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & Environment....... Ahmed Salem Ould SALECK 


Secretary-General of the Government................ Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & TOUrISM.............cceeeeeee SOW Abou Demba 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........eeeeeeeeees Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 
Central Bank Governol.........ceeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 28 (Reuter) - Mauritania's mainstream opposition has announced plans to boycott the 
country's second presidential election since the 1991 advent of multi-party democracy, planned for December 
12. 


But the five opposition parties, who announced their boycott plans to supporters in the former French colony's 
capital Nouakchott late on Friday, have left the door open for dialogue on creating conditions for free and fair 
elections. 


"Today there is no democratic process," Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up on the 1992 presidential election, 
told Radio France International in an interview. 


He accused the administration of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of fraud, saying this rendered 


participation in elections under current conditions pointless. 


"We have always said and we still say that we are open to dialogue and that for us dialogue and transparency 
alone can release Mauritanians from the impasse," he added. 


Ould Daddah, leader of the Union of Democratic Forces, said the opposition wanted an independent national 
electoral commission, a trustworthy register of citizens and an administration serving all Mauritanians "not just 
one clan". 


Taya, then army chief of staff, came to power in the West African state straddling black and Arab Africa in a 
bloodless coup in 1984, deposing the then military president. 


He won the 1992 election in the first round with over 62 percent of the vote, defeating Ould Daddah, 
half-brother of the country's first president. The opposition cried fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) party won a landslide victory in October 
legislative elections. 
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* 12 Dec 97 - Presidential election. x 





* 26 Dec 97 - Presidential election run-off if necessary. * 
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President......Col Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 11 May 97): 
Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (information) & 

Parliamentary Relations..Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs..Khattry ould GIDDREU 
Defence...Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 

Education..Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

Finance.....Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...SOW Abou Demba 

Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 
Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
Justice.......... Mohamed Lemine Salem Ould DAH 

Mining & Industry......... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 


Planning......Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & Environmernt....... Ahmed Salem Ould SALECK 
Secretary-General of the Government..Ba SILEYE 

Trade, Craft, & Tourism.....Abdallahi Ould NEM 

Transport, Supplies.......... SOW Mohamed Deina 

Water, Energy.......... Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 


Central Bank Governot.......... Ahmed Ould ZEIN 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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* 12 Dec 97 - Presidential election. 2 





* 26 Dec 97 - Presidential election run-off if necessary. * 
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President... Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 11 May 97): 
Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry ould GIDDREU 
Def6NCC.......ccccecteeeceerescssnneees Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 
Equcattion.........cccceecceeseeeeees Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

FINANCE. ci icoccicciiceeeesiceeeetensceed Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... SOW Abou Demba 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 


JUS CO ieninnan. Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 
Mining & Industry... eee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
PIANNING....... eee ee eeeeeeeteeeeeee eee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 


Environment.....Lemrabott Sidi Mahamoud Ould Cheick AHMED 


Secretary-General of the Government................ Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............000 Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........eeeeeeeeees Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 
Central Bank Governol.........ceeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 
NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 





government list, please contact the Reuter 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 30 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, will face at least 


two rivals in a December 12 presidential election which the main opposition has decided to boycott. 


Constitutional council officials said Taya and two leaders of minor opposition parties -- Moulaye Ould Jiyed of 
the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM) and Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social Democratic People's Union 
(UPSD) -- had registered to run. 


Candidates have until November 12 to register for the election, which a front grouping the five main 
opposition parties has decided to boycott. 


The opposition front has denounced what it calls "the unilateral management of the democratic process". It 
says it wants an independent national electoral commission, a trustworthy register of citizens and a neutral 
civil service. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, like Taya, traditionally dominate 
government. 


A dissident member of the boycotting Action for Change (AC) party, set up in 1995 to champion the interests 
of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their descendants, has expressed interest in running for president. He is 
Tidjiane Koita, mayor of Kaedi in the south. 


Taya, then army chief, took power in a 1984 bloodless coup, deposing the then military ruler. He won a 1992 
multi-party election in the first round with over 62 percent of the vote. The opposition cried fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) party won a landslide victory in October 1996 
legislative elections. Action for Change won the only opposition seat. 


Campaigning for the presidential poll starts November 28. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 31 (Reuters) - Thousands of militants from Mauritania's main opposition parties marched 
through the capital Nouakchott to demand greater transparency in December's presidential election, which 
they have threatened to boycott. 


Witnesses said soldiers and other members of the security forces deployed in force during the Thursday 
afternoon march, which was organised by the Front of Opposition Parties (FPO) and passed off without major 
incident. 


Witnesses estimated the turnout at 7,000 people, mostly women and young people. The organisers put the 
turnout at 50,000. One marcher was briefly arrested. 


The five-party opposition front demands an independent national electoral commission, a trustworthy register 
of citizens and a neutral civil service. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and two minor opposition rivals have registered for the December 


12 presidential election. Other candidates have until November 12 to register. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, like Taya, traditionally dominate 
government. 


Taya, then army chief, took power in a 1984 bloodless coup, deposing the then military ruler. He won a 1992 
multi-party election in the first round with over 62 percent of the vote. The opposition cried fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) party won a landslide victory in October 1996 
legislative elections. The opposition won one seat. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - A maverick opposition politician has decided against standing in 
Mauritania's December 12 presidential election, which the main opposition plans to boycott. 


Tidjiane Koita, mayor of Kaedi in the south and a dissident member of the boycotting Action for Change (AC 
pH told Reuters he had changed his mind and would not run against veteran president 


"With all the reactions | have received, the time is not ripe to take part in the presidential election," he said. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, like Taya, traditionally dominate 
government. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, has suspended Koita as its representative in Kaedi after he gave a speech of welcome to 
Taya's prime minister there earlier this year. 


Koita, who remains popular in Kaedi where his Soninke tribe is strong, represents the town in Mauritania's 
senate. He was elected to the Senate before Action for Change was formed. 


Taya will face at least two rivals on December 12 -- minor opposition politicians Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the 
Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM) and Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social Democratic People's Union 
(UPSD). 


All nominations must be received by midnight on Tuesday. 


A front grouping the five main opposition parties, including Action for Change, has denounced what it calls 
"the unilateral management of the democratic process". It says it wants an independent national electoral 
commission, a trustworthy register of citizens and a neutral civil service. 


Taya, then army chief, took power in a 1984 bloodless coup, deposing the then military ruler. He won a 1992 
multi-party election in the first round with over 62 percent of the vote. The opposition cried fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a landslide victory in October 1996 legislative 
elections. Action for Change won the only opposition seat. 


Koita, 56, who comes from a traditionally influential family, says he has had contact with black Mauritanian 
exiles who fled to Senegal after a border dispute between the two neighbours in 1989 triggered attacks on 
blacks in Mauritania and on Moors in Senegal. 


He expressed optimism that a solution could be found to enable the exiles to return home. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 9 (Reuters) - A black African is to run for president in Mauritania next month, the first to 
do so in the history of the West African nation straddling black and Arab Africa. 


Retired nurse Kane Amadou Moctar, 57, told Reuters on Sunday that he had already registered to stand in 
the December 12 election, which the main opposition plans to boycott. 


His candidacy takes to three the number of hopefuls opposing veteran president Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
Taya, like all previous candidates a member of the dominant Moor community. 


Deadline for nominations is midnight on Tuesday. 


Moctar, who will run for the opposition Party for Legality and Justice (PLEJ), says that almost half the 
required 50 signatures supporting his nomination are those of Moors. 


He said that he would campaign for "national reconstruction and reconciliation, the struggle against slavery, 
the return and rehabilitation of Mauritanian deportees in Senegal and redistribution of national wealth". 


Other candidates are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM) and Mohamed Ould 
Mah of the Social Democratic People's Union (UPSD). 


Mauritania did not formally outlaw slavery until 1980. 


Action for Change, a party set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, is part of an alliance boycotting the poll. 


The five mainstream opposition parties denounce what they call "the unilateral management of the 
democratic process". They demand an independent national electoral commission, a trustworthy register of 
citizens and a neutral civil service. 


Taya, then army chief, took power in a 1984 bloodless coup, deposing the then military ruler. He won a 1992 
multi-party poll with over 62 percent of the vote. The opposition cried fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in 1996 parliamentary 
elections. 


Many thousands of black Mauritanians fled to Senegal after a border dispute between the two neighbours in 
1989 triggered attacks on blacks in Mauritania and on Moors in Senegal. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 12 (Reuters) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya will face four rivals in 


Mauritania's December 12 presidential election which the main opposition is boycotting. 


The final list of candidates, announced by the Interior Ministry after the registration deadline passed on 
Tuesday, includes the first black African to run for the presidency in the history of the West African nation 
straddling black and Arab Africa. 


A statement released on Wednesday said that official campaigning starts on November 27, one day earlier 
than expected because of a public holiday. 


Taya, 54, took power as military ruler in the former French colony in a 1984 bloodless coup, deposing the 
previous military ruler. He won a 1992 multi-party poll with over 62 percent of the vote. The opposition cried 
fraud. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in 1996 parliamentary 
elections. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, will run for the Party for Legality and Justice 
(PLEJ). 


All the other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are light-skinned 
Moors, who traditionally dominate the government of the country since independence in 1960. 


Apart from Taya, the others are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), Mohamed 
Ould Mah of the Social Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh 
Mailainine, an economist, former minister and former supporter of the president. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, former slaves and their 
descendants, is part of a five-party boycotting alliance which denounces the organisation of the poll as 
biased. 


Mauritania did not formally outlaw slavery until 1980. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 14 (Reuters) - The government has approved a balanced budget for 1998, the second 
year in a row it has done so. 


The 1998 budget draft, approved on Thursday for submission to the national assembly, envisages spending 
and revenue of just over 48 billion ouguiyas ($312 million). 


A government statement said this represented an eight percent increase in revenue on 1997 anda 12 
percent increase in spending. 


It was not immediately clear whether or not the country was on course with its 1997 budget projections. 


The government aims to boost government revenue with improved tax collection. The increased spending will 
pay for a census, a bureau to ensure national food supplies are adequate and social services -- education, 
health and fighting poverty. 


Government investment is projected to rise 13.4 percent 26.2 billion ouguiyas. 


Mauritania, a former French colony in West Africa, straddles black and Arab Africa. Its main exports are fish 
and iron ore. 


It holds a presidential election on December 12. President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya will face four 


rivals in the poll, which the main opposition is boycotting. 
($= 154 ouguiya) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 27 (Reuters) - Campaigning has started for Mauritania's December 12 presidential 
election which the West African country's main opposition is boycotting, witnesses said. 


The start of the two-week campaign period at midnight on Wednesday was marked by the blare of car horns 
and music in the capital Nouakchott. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya will face four rivals, one of them the first black African to run for 


president in the history of the Sahelian state straddling black and Arab Africa. 


Taya, 54, took power as military ruler in the former French colony in a 1984 coup, deposing the previous 
military strongman. He won a multi-party poll in 1992 with over 62 percent votes. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party won a landslide victory in 1996 parliamentary 
elections. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, will run for the Party for Legality and Justice. 


All the other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are light-skinned 
Moors, who traditionally dominate the government of the country since independence in 1960. 


Apart from Taya and Moctar, the others are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), 
Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould 
Cheikh Mailainine, an economist, ex-minister and former supporter of the president. 
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DAKAR, Dec 4 (AFP) - Presidential elections next week in Mauritania will be a "veritable electoral farce," the 
African desert country's radical black party said Thursday. 


The African Liberation Forces of Mauritania (FLAM), the most radical of the predominantly Arab country's 
black parties, said the elections, to be boycotted by the main opposition parties, would be "without stakes." 


Incumbent President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, in office since 1984, will simply "succeed himself," the 


FLAM said in a statement released in Dakar, capital of neighboring Senegal. 


The statement reiterated the FLAM's intention to boycott the polls "in the face of the non-transparency of the 
vote." 


The party also ridiculed the "lightweight candidates" running against Taya, in particular the first black 
presidential candidate in the country's history, Mamadou Moctar Kane. 


The statement charged that Kane's candidacy had been encouraged by the leadership, and that the 
"excessive media coverage" of Kane "is a good demonstration of the degree of malaise in Mauritania." 


FLAM said Kane's candidacy was a "subtle maneuver by the regime that is supposed to be interpreted as a 
step towards resolving Mauritania's black problem, which is still total." 


The opposition's demands include an independent electoral commission, a reliable voter identification system 
and an independent judiciary. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 10 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya seeks a new 


six-year mandate on Friday in a presidential election boycotted by the main opposition. 


Taya, who took power as a military ruler in a bloodless coup in 1984, faces four rivals -- including the first 
black African to run for the job. 


"Contesting this election would amount to self-flagellation," Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up to Taya in 1992, 
told Reuters. "We are moving towards an explosion as things stand but we continue to advocate dialogue." 


Taya's supporters predict the turnout would be more than the 53 percent registered in 1992 and that Taya will 
win more than 80 percent of votes. Pundits agree that Taya will win. 


The West African nation straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves 
until 1980, have dominated the political scene since independence from France in 1960. 


Taya, 54, deposed a previous military ruler. A moor, he won the 1992 poll with over 62 percent of the vote. 
The opposition cried fraud. 


"Strictly speaking there is no election (this time). There is no independent national (electoral) commission, 
there is not even any dialogue with the opposition," Ould Daddah told Radio France Internationale on 
Wednesday. 


"When you know that the electoral lists are rigged and that the election is fraudulent then the result of this is 
bound to be fraudulent," he said. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in a 1996 
parliamentary election. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, will run for the Party for Legality and Justice 
(PLEJ). 


All the other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are Moors. 


They are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social 
Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine, an economist, 
ex-minister and former supporter of the president. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, is part of a five-party boycotting alliance which includes Ould Daddah's Union of Democratic 
Forces-New Era (EDF) party. 


Mauritania did not formally outlaw slavery until 1980. 
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Dec 11 (AFP) - We will file the following advancers: 
LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders meet here 
on Friday for a summit set to be 

dominated by deep divisions over 

the bloc's preparations to begin 

accession negotiations with some 

eastern European states and Cyprus 

next spring. 

EU-summit 

750 words 

by Angus MacKinnon 

LUXEMBOURG: Simmering tensions over how Europe's 
planned single currency will be run 

and by whom, threaten to boil over at 

a summit of EU leaders here on Friday 

and Saturday. 

EU-summit-EMU 

600 words 

by Angus Mackinnon 


We will also move EU-Summit-candidates, a profile of the 11 applicants for membership of the European 
Union. 


PARIS: "Carlos the Jackal", the self- 
professed terrorist once sought by 
police the world over, goes on trial 
for murder Friday, the first of six 
court cases he faces in France. 
France-Carlos 

850 words by Claire Rosemberg 


PARIS: Even behind bars, the world's 


onetime most-wanted terrorist, 

"Carlos the Jackal" is enjoying 

the best that money can buy. 
France-Carlos-jail 

600 words by Odile Duperry 

NOUAKCHOTT: Mauritanians vote Friday in a 
presidential election in which President 
Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, their leader 
for the past 13 years, appears virtually 

certain to win a new term. 

Mauritania-vote 

700 words by Jean-Noel Gillet 
NOUAKCHOTT: Factfile on Mauritania ahead of 
presidential elections on Friday 

to be boycotted by opposition parties 
charging that President ould Sid Anmed 

Taya has made improper use of government 
resources to ensure his re-election. 
Mauritania-facts 

380 words 

KUALA LUMPUR:The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) celebrates its 

30th birthday party next week with a 

summit overshadowed by regional 

financial turmoil and sharply 

lower growth rates. 

ASEAN-summit 

580 words 

KUALA LUMPUR;Key dates in the 30-year history 
of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations. 

ASEAN-summit-dates 

400 words 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 11 (AFP) - Presidential elections will be held in Mauritania on Friday, with long-term 
President expected to win and carry on a reform program proposed by the 
International Monetary Fund that has brought the economy out of recession and government finances back in 


the black. 


- GEOGRAPHY: Mauritania is in north-west Africa bordered by Algeria to the northeast, the disputed area of 
the western Sahara (annexed by Morocco) to the north, Mali to the east and south, Senegal to the south and 
the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Its surface area is 1,030,000 square kilometers (398,000 square miles). 


- POPULATION: 2.3 million, of which 40 percent are black Moors (the Harratins), who are emancipated black 
slaves), 30 percent are white Moors (Bidans) who govern the country, and 30 percent are black Africans. 


- CAPITAL: Nouakchott. Nouadhibou is the main economic centre. 


- LANGUAGE: Arabic is the official language and Pular, Wolof and Soninke are national languages. The 
black population in the south is mainly French-speaking and French is widely used in business and 
commerce. 


- RELIGION: Islam (99 percent). 


- HISTORY: The former French colony gained independence in 1960 and was governed by Moktar Ould 
Daddah until 1978 when he was toppled in a military coup led by Colonel Ould Salek. Salek resigned in 1979 
and the head of state changed again in 1980. 


Ould Taya seized power in a military coup in 1984. 
Mauritania renounced its claims to the disputed region of the Western Sahara in 1979. 


- POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS: Presidential regime. A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 creates 
a multi-party system and extends presidential powers, putting an end to 13 years of military rule. 


Ould Taya was elected in presidential elections held in January 1992. 
Ould Taya's party, the Democratic and Socialist Republican Party, holds 71 of the 79 parliamentary seats. 


- ECONOMY AND RESOURCES: Average growth is about five percent and inflation has decreased from 
more than 10 to five percent in recent years. 


Twenty-five percent of revenue comes from fishing. Revenues also come from iron exports from the northern 
region of Zouerate. 


- GDP: 460 dollars per capita (1995, World Bank). 
- DEFENCE: 15,650 armed forces, 15,000 in the army, 500 in navy and 150 in the air force. 
be/jl/ns 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 11 (AFP) - Mauritanians vote Friday in a presidential election in which President 
, their leader for the past 13 years, appears virtually certain to win a new 
term. 


The election is important for the future of this vast but thinly populated desert state where one third of its 2.3 
million people has to survive on less than one dollar a day. 


Over the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several structural adjustment agreements with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and has worked conscienciously to implement the reforms proposed by 
IMF experts. 


The results are now evident. The economy emerged from recession four years ago and now posts an annual 
growth of 5.0 percent - up from negative growth in 1990. Government finances are back in the black and 
inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. The country even recorded a trade surplus of 414 
million dollars in 1996. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a "durable development" plan for Mauritania 
but this is likely to depend on the country pursuing the same policies in the future. 


For all these reasons, there seems little reason to doubt that Ould Taya will win a new six-year term and 
could even be re-elected outright on Friday, making a run-off unnecessary. 


He is racing against four challengers, none of whom are widely known or have anything like the powerbase 
enjoyed by Ould Taya and his Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS), which swept the board in 
legislative elections 14 months ago winning 71 out of the 79 parliamentary seats. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud in the legislative polls and is boycotting Friday's election because it 
says its demands for a "reliable" system of population registration and for an independent electoral 
commission have not been met. 


The other candidates are: Mohamed Mahmoud ould Mah, who unsuccessfully ran against Ould Taya in 1992 
and is standing again - Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine, a former minister under Ould Taya and economist - 
Moulaye ould Jeyed who heads a minor political party - and Mamadou Moctar Kane, the first black 
Mauritanian to run for president. 


Ould Taya has run an energetic campaign, notably along the Senegal river which used to be a stronghold of 
the black African opposition. Several opposition figures in the region have rallied to his support. 


In a bid to woo Islamic activists and Arab nationalists who in recent months have gone over to the opposition, 
Ould Taya promised to uphold the country's traditional values while working towards a "new Mauritania able 
to rise to the challenge of the third millenium". 


Of the four challengers, Ould Cheikh Malainine appears the most credible. His campaign speeches found a 
responsive audience among young people. He promised to create 200,000 jobs to improve the life of people 
"condemned to chronic poverty". 


The opposition, one of whose key figures recently decided to back Ould Taya, is placing its hopes in a low 
turnout in order to discredit the poll and demonstrate its own political influence. 


The opposition has denounced the "authoritarian trend" of the regime born of a coup in 1984. 


One of Ould Taya's priorities if he is re-elected will be to coexist with the opposition so as to consolidate 
democracy and social stability. 


Foreign donors, foremost among them France, have welcomed the country's progress, based on a liberal 
market economy and the gradual installation of a pluralist democracy. 


A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 created a multi-party system and a presidency with 
far-reaching powers. It put an end to 13 years of military rule. 


For future development, Mauritania which lies at the cross-roads of Moorish and black Africa, is looking to 
good governance, efficient management of its finances and most of all its two main sources of revenue: 
fishing, which brought in 240 million dollars in 1996, and iron ore of which 12 million tonnes worth some 180 
million dollars are extracted each year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya seeks a new 


six-year mandate on Friday and, with the election boycotted by the main opposition, looks set for victory. 


But as presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane predicted that Taya would 
win at least 80 percent of the vote, opposition leaders described the poll as a sham. 


"Strictly speaking there is no election," Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up to Taya in 1992, said on Wednesday. 
"When you know that the electoral lists are rigged and that the election is fraudulent, then the result of this is 
bound to be fraudulent." 


"Contesting this election would amount to self-flagellation. We are moving towards an explosion as things 
stand but we continue to advocate dialogue," he added. 


The polls open at 0700 GMT on Friday and close at 1800 GMT. The result is expected over the weekend. 


Taya, who took power as military ruler in a bloodless coup in 1984, faces four rivals, including the first black 
African to run for the job. 


The West African nation straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves 
until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated the political scene since independence from France in 
1960. 


Taya, 54, deposed a previous military ruler. A Moor, he won the 1992 poll with over 62 percent of the vote, 
although the opposition cried fraud that time too. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in a 1996 
parliamentary election. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, will run for the Party for Legality and Justice 
(PLEJ). 


All the other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are Moors. 


They are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social 
Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih (eds correct) Ould Cheikh Mailainine, an 
economist, ex-minister and former supporter of the president. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, is part of a five-party boycotting alliance which includes Ould Daddah's Union of Democratic 
Forces-New Era (EDF) party. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya seeks a new 


six-year mandate on Friday in a presidential election boycotted by the main opposition. 


Taya, who took power as a military ruler in a bloodless coup in 1984, faces four rivals -- including the first 
black African to run for the job. 


Here is a snapshot of Mauritania, a West African country straddling black and Arab Africa. 


* Its neighbours are Algeria, Senegal, Mali, Morocco and the Moroccan-annexed Western Sahara. It fronts 
the Atlantic. 


* It is 1,030,700 sq km (397,950 sq miles), much of it desert 

* Capital is Nouakchott 

* Currency is the ouguiya ($=167 ouguiya) 

* Population is around 2.2 million 

* Per capita GNP is $460 

* Foreign debt is around $2.5 billion 

* It is an Islamic Republic 

* Arabic is the official language though French is still widely spoken 

* Light-skinned Moors have dominated government since independence from France in 1960 
* Mauritania did not outlaw slavery until 1980, one of the last countries to do so. 
* Main products are fish, livestock and iron ore 


* Mauritania annexed part of the former Spanish Sahara but pulled out in 1979 after Polisario guerrillas 
invaded and even attacked Nouakchott 


* During the 1991 Gulf War, Mauritania supported Iraq. The Baath Arab Socialist movement -- Iraq's ruling 
party is a Baath party -- had a strong following in Mauritania. After the war, Mauritania rebuilt ties with rich 
Gulf Arab nations. 


* Mauritania embraced multi-party politics in 1991 
* The Imragen bedouin fishermen catch fish in the warm shallows of the Atlantic with the help of dolphins. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 (AFP) - Voters went to the polls in Mauritania Friday in elections that President 

, in power for 13 years, appeared virtually certain to win. 
With sandstorms whipping the capital of the destitute northwest African country, Noukchott, turnout was light 
early in the day but picked up around midday, witnesses said. 


Security was tight outside polling stations but relatively relaxed in outlying towns. 
President Ould Taya voted early. He is expected to defeat four opposition candidates. 


The election is important for the future of this vast but sparsely populated desert state where one third of its 
2.3 million people have to survive on less than a dollar a day. 


Over the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several austerity agreements with the International Monetary 
Fund and worked hard to implement the reforms proposed by IMF experts. 


The results are now evident. The economy emerged from recession four years ago and now posts an annual 
growth of 5.0 percent -- up from negative growth in 1990. 


Government finances are back in the black and inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. 
The country even recorded a trade surplus of 414 million dollars in 1996. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a "durable development" plan for Mauritania 
but this is likely to depend on the country pursuing the same policies in the future. 


For all these reasons, there seems little reason to doubt that Ould Taya will win a new six-year term and 
could even be re-elected outright on Friday, making a run-off unnecessary. 


He is racing against four challengers, none of whom are widely known or have anything like the powerbase 
enjoyed by Ould Taya and his Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS), which swept the board in 
legislative elections 14 months ago winning 71 out of the 79 parliamentary seats. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud in the legislative polls and is boycotting Friday's election because it 
says its demands for a "reliable" system of population registration and for an independent electoral 
commission have not been met. 


The other candidates are: Mohamed Mahmoud ould Mah, who unsuccessfully ran against Ould Taya in 1992 
and is standing again - Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine, a former minister under Ould Taya and economist - 
Moulaye ould Jeyed who heads a minor political party - and Mamadou Moctar Kane, the first black 
Mauritanian to run for president. 


The other candidates are Arab. 


Ould Taya has run an energetic campaign, notably along the Senegal river which used to be a stronghold of 
the black African opposition. Several opposition figures in the region have rallied to his support. 


In a bid to woo Islamic activists and Arab nationalists who in recent months have gone over to the opposition, 
Ould Taya promised to uphold the country's traditional values while working towards a "new Mauritania able 
to rise to the challenge of the third millenium". 


The opposition has denounced the "authoritarian trend" of the regime born of a coup in 1984. 


A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 created a multi-party system and a presidency with 
far-reaching powers. It put an end to 13 years of military rule. 


For future development, Mauritania which lies at the cross-roads of Moorish and black Africa, is looking to 
good governance, efficient management of its finances and most of all its two main sources of revenue: 
fishing, which brought in 240 million dollars in 1996, and iron ore of which 12 million tonnes worth some 180 


million dollars are extracted each year. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 ans - Voters went to the polls in Mauritania Friday in elections that President 
, in power for 13 years, appeared set to win. 


With sandstorms whipping the capital of the destitute northwest African country, Noukchott, turnout was light 
and many polling stations were deserted, witnesses said. 


But officials said the turnout was better in the rest of the country apart from a few strongholds of opposition 
parties who had called for a boycott of the poll. 


Security was tight outside polling stations but relatively relaxed in outlying towns. 
President Ould Taya voted early. He was expected to defeat four opposition candidates. 


The election is important for the future of this vast but sparsely populated desert state where one third of its 
2.3 million people have to survive on less than a dollar a day. 


Over the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several austerity agreements with the International Monetary 
Fund and worked hard to implement the reforms proposed by IMF experts. 


As a result, the economy emerged from recession four years ago and now posts an annual growth of 5.0 
percent -- up from negative growth in 1990. 


Government finances are back in the black and inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. 
The country even recorded a trade surplus of 414 million dollars in 1996. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a "durable development" plan for Mauritania 
but this is likely to depend on the country pursuing the same policies in the future. 


For all these reasons, there seemed little reason to doubt that Ould Taya would win a new six-year term and 
could even be re-elected outright on Friday, making a run-off unnecessary. 


He had four challengers, none of whom are widely known or have anything like the powerbase enjoyed by 
Ould Taya and his Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS), which swept the board in legislative 
elections 14 months ago winning 71 out of the 79 parliamentary seats. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud in the legislative polls and is boycotting Friday's election because it 
says its demands for a "reliable" system of population registration and for an independent electoral 
commission have not been met. 


Opponents gathered outside polling stations Friday to denounce the vote, alleging that minibuses were being 
used to transport presidential supporters from one bureau to another to cast multiple ballots. 


The other candidates are: Mohamed Mahmoud ould Mah, who unsuccessfully ran against Ould Taya in 1992 
and is standing again - Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine, a former minister under Ould Taya and economist - 
Moulaye ould Jeyed who heads a minor political party - and Mamadou Moctar Kane, the first black 
Mauritanian to run for president. 


The other candidates are Arab. 


Ould Taya has run an energetic campaign, notably along the Senegal river which used to be a stronghold of 
the black African opposition. Several opposition figures in the region have rallied to his support. 


In a bid to woo Islamic activists and Arab nationalists who in recent months have gone over to the opposition, 
Ould Taya promised to uphold the country's traditional values while working towards a "new Mauritania able 
to rise to the challenge of the third millenium". 


The opposition has denounced the "authoritarian trend" of the regime born of a coup in 1984. 


A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 created a multi-party system and a presidency with 
far-reaching powers. It put an end to 13 years of military rule. 


jng/jly/aln 
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PARIS: "Carlos the Jackal," once the world's most 
hunted men, walks into court smiling 

and relaxed to stand trial for murder 

insisting he was kidnapped and should 

not be facing trial. 

France-Carlos,3rdlead 

700 words around 1615 GMT. Picture, Graphic 

by Claire Rosemberg 

PARIS: Once the world's most infamous terrorist, 
"Carlos the Jackal" is held responsible 

for a wave of attacks that left a trail 

of blood across Europe and the Middle East. 
France-Carlos-bio 

700 words moved 

by Joanna Lee 

We have also moved 

France-Carlos-chrono 

LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders attempt to work out the 
final details of an accord on the management 

of a single currency 

EU-summit-EMU,2ndlead 

550 words around 1730 GMT. Picture 

by Angus MacKinnon 

LUXEMBOURG: EU leaders lay out the framework for the start 
of enlargement negotiations with Cyprus and 


some central European states next spring 


EU-summit-enlarge 

500 words around 1830 GMT 

LUXEMBOURG: European leaders keep up desperate efforts to 
heal a rift with Turkey which is overshadowing 
discussions on enlarging the bloc eastward. 
EU-summit-Turkey 

600 words around 1730 GMT 

by Barbara Lewis 

WASHINGTON: Microsoft's dominance of the cut-throat 
software business could be at risk 

following a US federal judge's preliminary 

ruling in an antitrust suit brought by the 

government. 

US-Microsoft 

600 words around 1800 GMT 

by Isabel Parenthoen 

BAGHDAD: UN disarmament chief Richard Butler 
arrives in Baghdad to a vitriolic attack 

by an official newspaper as he begins a 

four-day visit to convince Iraq to allow 

inspections of its presidential sites. 

lraq-UNSCOM, 3rdlead 

700 words around 1630 GMT. Picture 

JERUSALEM: Assistant US Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk arrives for talks with Israeli 

and Palestinian leaders as the United 

States tries to pin Israel down over a 

critical handover of West Bank land to 

the Palestinians. 

Israel-Palestinian-US ,2ndlead 

600 words moved 

by Lee Keath 

LAUSANNE, 

Switzerland: The Swiss supreme court orders millions 
of dollars deposited in Swiss bank 


accounts by the late dictator Ferdinand 


Marcos to be returned to the Philippines. 
Philippines-Marcos,4thlead 

600 words around 1630 GMT 

CAMP KHOR, 

Kuwait: UN Secretary General Kofi Annan tells 

UN peacekeepers who patrol the border 

with Iraq that the United Nations may 

increase Iraq's embargo exemption to 

let it sell more oil. 

Kuwait-lraq-UN,3rdlead 

650 words around 1630 

by Edmund Blair 

OTTAWA: Canada's provincial leaders warn they may 
oppose the government on the global warming 
accord agreed in Japan. 

Climate-Canada 

500 words around 1700 GMT 

by Howard Williams 

SANTIAGO: Chileans renew the ruling coalition's mandate 
in a legislative vote with the centrist alliance 

winning more than half of the votes for 
congressional seats. 

Chile-vote 

600 words around 1630 GMT 

by Claire de Oliveira 

HARARE: The Zimbabwean labour movement condemns 
a brutal attack on its secretary general 

and blames it on the country's top 

political leadership. 

Zimbabwe-violence,lead 

600 words moved 

LONDON: A major fire at one of London's Heathrow 
airport passenger terminals causes 

air travel havoc as flights are 

cancelled and others diverted to air 


hubs elsewhere in Britain. 


Britain-blaze,5thlead 

600 words moved. Picture, Graphic 

GENEVA: A deal on global liberalisation of financial 
services trade hangs in the balance, with 

all eyes on the United States, which had 

yet to make its position known only seven 

hours from the Friday midnight deadline. 
WTO-financial,lead 

600 words after decision is taken 

by Sue Kendall and Tani Freedman 

HONG KONG: Three more Hong Kong residents are diagnosed 
with a deadly ‘bird flu’ that has caused 

an international alarm. 

HongKong-flu,roundup 

650 words around 1600 GMT 

MOSCOW: President Boris Yeltsin is admitted to 

a Moscow clinic after suffering a 

potentially serious brain spasm and 

not with a chill as officially claimed, 

Russian radio says, citing well-placed 

medical sources. 

Russia-Yeltsin. New series 

600 words moved 

by Jon Boyle 

ADDIS ABABA: Organisation of African Unity mediators meet with 
Comoran delegations in a bid to draw up a 
declaration that both the government and 
secessionists can agree to. 

OAU-Comoros 

550 words around 1645 GMT. New series 

by Hugh Nevill 

LUANDA: US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright pays a 
brief visit to Angola's oil enclave of Cabinda, 

where she holds talks with US and Angolan staff 

of the American company Chevron. 


Angola-US, lead 


600 words around 1630 GMT 

MUDENDE, 

Rwanda: 

Tutsi refugees are buried following the 

massacre at the Mudende camp in 

northwestern Rwanda, 

where at least 271 people died in an attack 

blamed on Hutu extremists, according to the 

latest toll. 

Rwanda-unrest 

650 words moved 

NOUAKCHOTT: Voters go to the polls in Mauritania in 
elections that President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed 
Taya, in power for 13 years, appears virtually 
certain to win. 

Mauritania-vote 

600 words moved 

HARARE: The Zimbabwean labour movement condemns a brutal 
attack on its secretary general and blames it 

on the country's top political leadership. 
Zimbabwe-violence,lead 

650 words moved 

DHAKA: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed blasts 
the main opposition for resorting to 

violence against a 

recently-signed peace pact with insurgent 

hill tribes. 

Bangladesh-politics 

650 words moved 

SEOUL: South Korea's financial chaos worsens 
with the stock market plunging to 

a 10-year nadir and the won diving 

to new lows. 

SKorea-finance,lead 

700 words moved 


SINGAPORE: Asian currencies led by the Indonesian rupiah 


plunge across the board and stock markets are 
pummeled on regional concerns heightened by 
fears over the health of Indonesian President 
Suharto and the crumbling South Korean economy. 
Asia-markets,lead 

700 words moved 

by Lara Parpan 
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PARIS: "Carlos the Jackal," once the world's most 
hunted men, walks into court smiling 

and relaxed to stand trial for murder 

insisting he was kidnapped and should 

not be facing trial. 

France-Carlos,3rdlead 

700 words moved. Picture, Graphic 

by Claire Rosemberg 

We have also moved: 

France-Carlos-bio 

France-Carlos-chrono 

LUANDA: US Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said she was disappointed 

that former rebel leader Jonas Savimbi 

had turned down an invitation to meet 

her during her visit to Angola to back 

its troubled peace process. 

Angola-US,3rdlead 

700 words around 2245 GMT 

by Andre Viollaz 

KINSHASA: US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
on Friday announced she would send an envoy 
to investigate this week's massacre of 
hundreds of refugees in Rwanda. 
DRCongo-Rwanda,lead 


600 words around 2230 GMT 


BALTIMORE, 

Maryland: A week of public hearings on the TWA Flight 
800 disaster end with an urgent call to make 

jet fuel vapor less likely to explode on board. 
US-plane,lead 

600 words around 2215 GMT 

WASHINGTON: A former ambassador to Switzerland, whose 
body was removed from the nation's most 
prestigious cemetery this week, lied about 

his wartime record, a State Department 
investigation concludes. 

US-cemetery, lead 

550 words around 2215 GMT 

by Carole Landry 

LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders settle a row that 
had threatened to badly sour relations 

between the countries that adopt a single 
currency in 1999 and Britain, Denmark and 
Sweden, who intend to stay outside initially. 
EU-summit-EMU,3rdlead 

600 words moved 

by Angus Mackinnon 

We have also moved: 

EU-summit-enlarge 

EU-summit-Turkey 

LAUSANNE, 

Switzerland: After years in which Swiss banking 
secrecy made Switzerland a haven 

for dubious rulers of all manner of 

countries, it is payback time, Swiss 

Officials say. 

Philippines-Marcos-other 

Moved 600 words 

Also moved Philippines-Marcos,4thlead 

CAMP KHOR, 


Kuwait: UN Secretary General Kofi Annan tells 


UN peacekeepers who patrol the border 

with Iraq that the United Nations may 

increase Iraq's embargo exemption to 

let it sell more oil. 

Kuwait-lraq-UN,3rdlead 

650 words moved 

by Edmund Blair 

BAGHDAD: UN disarmament chief Richard Butler 
arrives in Baghdad to a vitriolic attack 

by an official newspaper as he begins a 

four-day visit to convince Iraq to allow 

inspections of its presidential sites. 
lraq-UNSCOM, 4thlead 

700 words moved. Picture 

JERUSALEM: Assistant US Secretary of State Martin 
Indyk arrives for talks with Israeli 

and Palestinian leaders as the United 

States tries to pin Israel down over a 

critical handover of West Bank land to 

the Palestinians. 

Israel-Palestinian-US ,2ndlead 

600 words moved 

by Lee Keath 

GENEVA: A deal on global liberalisation of financial 
services trade hangs in the balance, with 

all eyes on the United States, which had 

yet to make its position known only seven 

hours from the Friday midnight deadline. 
WTO-financial,lead 

600 words moved 

by Sue Kendall and Tani Freedman 
WASHINGTON: Microsoft's dominance of the cut-throat 
software business could be at risk 

following a US federal judge's preliminary 

ruling in an antitrust suit brought by the 


government. 


US-Microsoft 

600 words moved 

by Isabel Parenthoen 

HARARE: The brutal attack on the leader of 
Zimbabwe's powerful labour movement 
could threaten national stability, the 
country's leading rights and employers 
bodies warned. 
Zimbabwe-violence-reax 

Moved 450 words 

Also moved Zimbabwe-violence,lead 


NOUAKCHOTT: Voters went to the polls in Mauritania in 


elections that President Maaouya ould 
Sid Ahmed Taya, in power for 13 years, 
appeared set to win. 

Mauritania-vote,lead 

Moved 600 words 

by Jean-Noel Gillet 

SANTIAGO: Chileans renew the ruling coalition's mandate 
in a legislative vote with the centrist alliance 
winning more than half of the votes for 
congressional seats. 

Chile-vote 

700 words moved 

by Claire de Oliveira 
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LUXEMBOURG: EU leaders begin a two-day summit aimed at 
resolving rows over the management of a single 
currency and the framework for the bloc's 
enlargement. 

500 words around 1000 GMT 

by Angus Mackinnon 

PARIS: After decades on the run, "Carlos the Jackal,” 
once the world's most wanted terrorist, steps into 

the dock charged with murder, in his first trial 

since he was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
absentia in 1992. 

France-Carlos 

850 words around 0900 GMT 

by Claire Rosemberg 

We will also move: France-Carlos-chrono 
France-Carlos-bio 

Trial opens at 1:00 p.m. (1200 GMT) 

KIGALI: At least 231 Tutsi refugees are killed and 227 
wounded in an attack on a refugee camp in 

northwest Rwanda, which houses refugees from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Rwanda-unrest 

Expect update 

LONDON: Three out of four terminals at London's Heathrow 
airport, Europe's busiest, are closed to all air 


traffic after a massive fire breaks out ina 


fast-food restaurant, firemen said. 
Britain-blaze,3rdlead 

400 words around 0900 GMT 

BAGHDAD: UN disarmament chief Richard Butler heads to 
Baghdad on a mission aimed at convincing the 
Iraqis to allow his inspectors to check out 
presidential sites, his first visit since a tense 
stand-off over inspections was triggered in 
October. 

lraq-UNSCOM 

Expect update 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
faces a new assault on his personal life 

with an eight-page expose in Israel's 

biggest tabloid revealing the supposed 
extravagances, jealous rages and paranoia 

of his wife Sarah. 

Israel-Netanyahu 

Expect update 

JERUSALEM: US Under Secretary of State Martyn Indyk 
visits Israel to lay the groundwork for 

critical meetings between his boss 

Madeleine Albright and Israeli and 

Palestinian leaders, in a new bid to break 

the enduring deadlock in the peace process. 
Israel-Palestinian-US 

Expect update 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Mohammed Khatami 
makes a dramatic entry on to the world 

stage, holding out an olive branch 

to the west and bridging the gulf 

with former Arab enemies. 

OIC-Khatami 

600 words around 0930 GMT 

by Christophe de Roquefeuil 


TEHRAN: The Israeli-Arab conflict and the emotional 


question of Jerusalem dominated the Tehran 

summit, 26 years after the OIC was set up to rally 

Moslem support for the Holy City. 

OIC-Mideast 

Expect update 

KUWAIT CITY: UN Secretary General Kofi Annan is due here for a 
three-day visit to meet senior Kuwaiti officials 

and the UN force that monitors the border with 

lraq. 

Kuwait-UN 

Expect update 

KINSHASA: US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright meets 
with President Laurent-Desire Kabila, who swept to 

power here in the former Zaire in May after 

ousting dictator Mobutu Sese Seko, as well as 

opposition members, including former prime 

minister Etienne Tshisekedi. 

DRCongo-US 

GENEVA: The WTO is confident the 132 member countries will 
reach agreement on liberalising financial services 

by Friday's deadline, but much remains to be done. 
WTO-financial 

Expect update 

MOSCOW: Boris Yeltsin, recovering in hospital from an 
acute chest infection, is attacked by opposition 

critics demanding a reduction in the sweeping 

powers he is granted under the constitution, as 

Russia marks the fourth anniversary of its basic 

law. 

Russia-politics 

Expect update 

ADDIS ABABA: A reconciliation grouping secessionists and the 
Comoran government goes into its final day with 

no solution in sight. 

OAU-Comoros 


500 words around 0900 GMT 


by Hugh Nevill 

ADDIS ABABA: If the islands of Anjouan and Moheli persist in 
their secession from the Comoros they will have 

to face up to harsh economic realities, observers 

say. 

OAU-Comoros-economy 

Expect update 

NOUAKCHOTT: Mauritanians vote in a presidential election in 
which President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, their 
leader for the past 13 years, appears virtually 

certain to win a new term. 

Mauritania-vote 

Expect update 

SEOUL: South Korea's financial crisis worsens forcing the 
government to call an emergency meeting of bank 

chiefs to find ways to avert an economic meltdown. 
SKorea-finance 

600 words around 0900 GMT 

by Kate Webb 

Also moved: SKorea-securities 

SKorea-ratings 

SKorea-IMF-payment 

SINGAPORE: Currencies plunge to new lows against the US 
dollar, and stock markets flounder as regional 

concerns that drove Wall Street down overnight 
boomerang back to Asia. 

Asia-markets 

650 words around 0830 GMT 

by Lara Parpan 

SEOUL: A furore erupts over attempts by South Korea's 
ruling party to raise 28 million dollars through 

unofficial channels six days before the 

presidential election. 

SKorea-vote 

550 words around 0830 GMT 


by Zeno Park 


IRUN, Spain: A conservative politician in Spain's northern 
Basque region is shot dead in an attack blamed on 
Basque separatists, the interior ministry said. 
Spain-Basques, new series 

Expect update 

SANTIAGO: Chileans renew the ruling coalition's mandate in a 
legislative vote with the centrist alliance 

winning more than half of the votes for 

congressional seats, according to nearly complete 
returns. 

Chile-vote, new series 

600 words around 0830 GMT 

by Claire de Oliveira 

We have also moved the following news items: 

TOKYO: A Japanese magnetically levitated train beat the 
world speed record by clocking 521 kilometers (323 
miles) per hour on a test track near Tokyo. 
Japan-train,2ndlead 

500 words moved 

WASHINGTON: A US judge prohibits global software giant 
Microsoft from requiring computer makers to 

install Microsoft's Internet "browser" along with 

the company's popular "Windows 95" operating 

system. 

US-Microsoft 

LONDON: The British press gives a guarded welcome to 
Prime Minister Tony Blair's meeting with Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams in Downing Street. 
Britain-Nlreland-press 

ABIDJAN: The AIDS epidemic threatens to create a "lost 
generation" of some 40 million children, mainly in 

Africa, according to a US report distributed at an 

AIDS conference here. 

Africa-AlDS-children 

Also moved: Africa-AIDS, lead 


WASHINGTON: A Chinese general famous for a veiled threat of 


nuclear strikes on Los Angeles meets with top 
Pentagon officials to work out a roadmap on 
US-Chinese military relations, the Pentagon says. 
US-China-military,lead 

WASHINGTON: The number of major air accidents in the United 
States will nearly double by the year 2010 because 

of increased traffic, says a government report. 
US-aviation 

NEW YORK: Hillary Clinton is thrown out of a posh, 
132-year-old New York social club after a patron 
complains when the first lady is photographed in 

the formerly all-male establishment, reports and 
Officials say. 

US-Hillary 

We have filed the following features: 

LAGOS: An Israeli company is providing an opportunity 
for affluent Nigerians to choose, while they are 

alive, the luxury grave inside which they want 

to be buried for eternity. 

Nigeria-society 

WASHINGTON: From padding resumes to spinning heroic yarns of 
personal perseverance, self-promotional lying 

seems to abound in the US capital these days. 

US-liars 

WASHINGTON: Sing-and-Snore Ernie, a plush toy character who 
falls into a snoring slumber when laid on his 

back, has become the hottest toy of the 1997 
Christmas season in the United States. 

US-toys 

UNITED NATIONS: 

Britain has broken ranks with UN Security 

Council partners by signalling a key shift of 

position at negotiations on an international 

criminal court, diplomats say. 

UN-tribunal 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 (Reuters) - Mauritania went to the polls on Friday to elect a new president but, with 
the main opposition boycotting the vote and President WEROCEESIG almost sure to win, 
the early turnout was low, witnesses said. 


Taya, who took power as military ruler in a bloodless coup in 1984, faces four rivals, including the first black 
African to run for the job. 


Official radio reported "an atmosphere of enthusiasm" but independent reports from the capital Nouakchott 
said the turnout there was very low. Some 312 of the 1,854 polling stations are in the capital. 


The polling stations close at 1900 GMT on Friday and the result is expected over the weekend. 


Presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane has predicted that Taya will win 
another six-year term with at least 80 percent of the vote, but opposition leaders describe the poll as a sham. 


"Strictly speaking there is no election," Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up to Taya in 1992, said on Wednesday. 
"When you know that the electoral lists are rigged and that the election is fraudulent, then the result of this is 
bound to be fraudulent.” 


"Contesting this election would amount to self-flagellation. We are moving towards an explosion as things 
stand but we continue to advocate dialogue," he added. 


The West African nation straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves 
until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated the political scene since independence from France in 
1960. 


Taya, 54, deposed a previous military ruler. A Moor, he won the 1992 poll with over 62 percent of the vote, 
although the opposition cried fraud that time too. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in a 1996 
parliamentary election. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, will run for the Party for Legality and Justice 
(PLEJ). 


All the other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are Moors. 


They are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social 
Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine, an economist, 
ex-minister and former supporter of the president. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, is part of a five-party boycotting alliance which includes Ould Daddah's Union of Democratic 
Forces-New Era (EDF) party. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 


Document Iba0000020011003dtcc017xc 


REUTERS 





Mauritania presidential poll ends, counting begins. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 12 (Reuters) - Mauritanians voted on Friday in a presidential election boycotted by the 
main opposition, leaving outgoing President Rane almost sure to win, political 
analysts said. 


Taya, who took power as military ruler in a bloodless coup in 1984, was running for re-election against four 
rivals, including the first black African to run for the job. 


Polling booths closed at 1900 GMT, and first indications of the result were expected on Saturday morning. 


Official radio reported "an atmosphere of enthusiasm" among voters, though independent reports said polling 
in the capital, where 312 of the 1,854 polling stations were located, was slow throughout the day. 


Presidential aides said the turnout was "considerable" in the southeast and east of the country, Taya's power 
base. There was no information available from other areas. 


Presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane predicted Taya would win 
another six-year term with at least 80 percent of the vote, but opposition leaders described the poll as a 
sham. 


"Strictly speaking there is no election," Anmed Ould Daddah, runner-up to Taya in 1992, said this week. 
"When you know that the electoral lists are rigged and that the election is fraudulent, then the result of this is 
bound to be fraudulent." 


"Contesting this election would amount to self-flagellation. We are moving towards an explosion as things 
stand but we continue to advocate dialogue," added Ould Daddah, whose party is part of an opposition 
alliance boycotting the poll. 


The West African nation straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves 
until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated the political scene since independence from France in 
1960. 


Taya, 54, deposed a previous military ruler. A Moor, he won the 1992 poll with over 62 percent of the vote, 
though the opposition cried fraud that time, too. 


Taya's ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) won a landslide victory in a 1996 
parliamentary election. 


Black African Kane Amadou Moctar, a retired nurse aged 57, was running for the Party for Legality and 
Justice (PLEJ). 


The three other candidates, whose nominations were approved by a constitutional council, are Moors. 


They are Moulaye Ould Jiyed of the Party for Mauritanian Renewal (PRM), Mohamed Ould Mah of the Social 
Democratic People's Union (UPSD) and Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine, an economist, 
ex-minister and former supporter of the president. 


Action for Change, set up in 1995 to champion the interests of Mauritania's blacks, ex-slaves and their 
descendants, is part of a five-party alliance boycotting the election which includes Ould Daddah's Union of 
Democratic Forces-New Era (EDF) party. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - Outgoing President Maaouya ould SidAhmed Taya, Mauritania's 


austerity-minded ruler for the past 13 years, has won reelection, latest polls results showed Saturday. 


With two-thirds of the destitute northwest African country's polling districts reporting, ould Taya won a new 
six-year term outright, with no need for a runoff, vote tallies indicated. 


The ballot Friday was considered crucial for the future of the vast but sparsely-populated desert state where 
one-third of the 2.3 million people have to survive on less than one dollar a day. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a durable development plan for Mauritania but 
this is likely to depend on the country's pursuing austerity policies. 


In the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several structural adjustment agreements with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and has worked conscienciously to implement reforms proposed by IMF experts. 


Ould Taya did well in the interior of the country, taking more than 70 percent of the vote against four rivals, 
preliminary results indicated. 


In Nouakchott, he took 66.4 percent, while in Nouadhibou, the country's economic capital, he won by a 
narrow 54.17 percent margin. Tallies from the two towns were final. 


The incumbent's main challenger, economist Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine, made a good showing in 
Nouadhibou, where he took 41.05 percent of the vote. He won 23.7 percent in Nouakchott. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud. Gathering outside polling stations Friday, opponents alleged that 
minibuses were used to transport presidential supporters from one bureau to another to cast multiple ballots. 


Ould Taya's Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS) swept the board in legislative elections 14 
months ago, winning 71 of 79 seats in parliament. 


Mauritania's economy emerged from recession four years ago and now enjoys annual growth of 5.0 percent 
-- up from negative growth in 1990. 


Government finances are back in the black and inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. 
The country recorded a trade surplus of 414 million dollars in 1996. 


A new constitutuion adopted by referendum in 1991 put an end to 13 years of military rule and created a 
multi-party system and a presidency with far-reaching powers. 


The opposition has denounced what it said was the authoritarian trend of the regime, born of a coup in 1984. 


Turnout was considered good in Friday's ballot, despite opposition calls for abstention. Some 70 percent of 
voters went to the polls in the southern Senegal River region, a former opposition stronghold. 


Official results showed 36.21 percent turnout in Nouakchott, 47.7 percent in Nouadhibou and more than 90 
percent in parts of the interior. 


jng/mec/pcj 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - Outgoing President Maaouya ould SidAhmed Taya, who has ruled 


Mauritania for 13 years, was tipped to win a new term at the helm of the destitute northwest African country 
after Friday's polls. 


Party headquarters said ould Taya had done well both in the interior of the country and in Nouakchott, the 
capital, where he took nearly 70 percent of the vote against 20 percent for his nearest rival, former minister 
Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine. 


Malainine, a last-minute candidate, managed to secure 45 percent of the vote in the economic capital, 
Nouadhibou. 


Turnout in Nouakchott was said to be around 30 percent, but much higher elsewhere in the country. 


The only incident reported during the polling occurred late Friday, when police intervened to disperse several 
dozen supporters of Malainine, whose representative said he had been expelled from a polling station after 
protesting at the late arrival of presidential supporters to vote after the centre closed. 
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Dec 13 (AFP) - The 1100 GMT news advisory:- 
Duty Editor: Allan Kelly 

Tel. Paris (33-1) 40.41.45.86 

LUXEMBOURG: European leaders struggling to avoid 
alienating Turkey over its current 

exclusion from enlargement of the European 

Union east are proposing a package of 

measures designed to bring Ankara into 

the fold. 

EU-summit 

700 words around 1115 GMT 

by Barbara Lewis 

LUXEMBOURG: Britain and Ireland have agreed to 
shift gear in the Northern Ireland 

peace talks with the aim of concluding 

a multi-party accord by May. 

Britain-lreland,lead 

500 words around 1130 GMT 

by Angus MacKinnon 

GENEVA: The WTO financial services agreement opens up 
world trade in banking, securities and 

insurance a multi-billion dollar industry . 
WTO-analysis 

600 words around 1130 GMT 

by Tani Freedman 

GENEVA: The World Trade Organization reaches a 
landmark agreement on global financial 

services liberalization, WTO director 


general Renato Ruggiero says. 


WTO-financial,3rdlead 

600 words moved 

by Sue Kendall 

GENEVA: The landmark WTO agreement to open up the 
world's financial services markets will 

help restore confidence in troubled 

Asian economies, analysts say. 

WTO-financial-Asia 

600 words moved 

by Sue Kendall 

GAZA CITY: US assistant secretary of state Martin Indyk 
meets with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 

as the Palestinians dismiss Israeli proposals 

over a promised troop withdrawal in the West Bank. 
Israel-Palestinian-US,lead 

600 words at 1130 GMT 

by Sakher Abu el-Oun 

GAZA CITY: The Palestinians are to seek some 4.5 billion 
dollars in aid and ask the world community to 

stick by them with support for another five 

years in a conference of donor nations in Paris 

which starts Sunday. 

Palestinian-donors 

600 words around 1200 GMT 

by Sakher Abu el-Oun 

MOSCOW: Four days after his admission to a Moscow 
clinic with a "chill" Kremlin officials 

remain tight-lipped about Boris Yeltsin's 

health, but deny reports the Kremlin chief 

had suffered a potentially serious brain spasm. 
Russia-Yeltsin,lead 

600 words around 1130 GMT 

by Jon Boyle 

PRETORIA: US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and 
the South African Vice-President Thabo 


Mbeki voice their concern for the Angolan 


peace process and for the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 

SAfrica-US 

600 words around 1115 GMT. Picture 

by Andre Viollaz 

BAGHDAD: Iraq persists in its virulent attacks against 
the UN weapons chief, branding him a "mad dog" 
in the pay of the United States and defiantly 
insisting Baghdad will not allow searches of 

its presidential palaces. 

lraq-UNSCOM, lead 

600 words around 1130 GMT 

NOUAKCHOTT: Outgoing President Maaouya ould Sid 
Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's austerity-minded 

ruler for the past 13 years, has won 

reelection, latest polls results show. 
Mauritania-vote,lead 

400 words around 1130 GMT 

by Jean-Noel Gillet 

SEOUL: South Korean President Kim Young-Sam 
and three main presidential candidates 

pledge that Seoul will honour its 

agreement with the International Monetary 

Fund. 

SKorea-IMF,lead 

600 words moved. Picture 

by Zeno Park 

NANJING, 

China: Some 3,000 people attend a ceremony to 
commemorate the 1937 Nanjing massacre by 
occupying Japanese troops, which left 

an estimated 300,000 people dead. 
China-Japan,2ndlead 

750 words around 1100 GMT. Picture 

by Leu Siew Ying 


KUALA LUMPUR: The sultan of Brunei and the head of 


Burma's military junta arrive for a 

summit of southeast Asian leaders with 

their counterparts from 

China, Japan and South Korea. 
ASEAN-arrive,lead 

600 words around 1100 GMT. Pictures. 

KUALA LUMPUR: In a change of tone, Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad says Asia's economic crisis 
partly reflects "abuses and malpractices" by 
the private sector and that recovery will take 
"many years" to achieve. 

ASEAN-Mahathir,lead 

600 words around 1115 GMT. Picture. 

by Eileen Ng 

BANGKOK: No progress has been made on creating 
conditions for free and fair elections 

in Cambodia under the rule of strongman 

Hun Sen, a fact finding team of 25 

exiled opposition officials says. 
Cambodia-opposition 

450 words around 1100 GMT 


Document afpr000020011005dtcd03Ilma 





URGENT President ould Taya reelected in Mauritania: official 
46 words 

13 December 1997 

Agence France-Presse 

AFPR 

English 

(Copyright 1997) 


NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - Incumbent President Maaouya ould SidAhmed Taya, Mauritania's 
austerity-minded ruler for the past 13 years, has won reelection with almost three-quarters of the vote, final 
results showed Saturday. 

hos/Ic/aln 
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President ould Taya reelected in Mauritania: official (CORRECTS percentage of votes) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - President Maaouya ould Sid AhmedTaya, Mauritania's austerity-minded 
ruler for the past 13 years, has won reelection with more than 90 percent (Eds: correct) of the vote, final 
results showed Saturday. 


Ould Taya won with 90.25 percent of the vote in the first round of presidential elections which were held 
Friday, according to results presented by the interior ministry. 


His main challenger, Ch'Bih ould Sheikh Melainine, a last-minute candidate, obtained only 6.97 percent of the 
vote, while the three other candidates obtained less than one percent each. 


hos/Ic/bm 
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Outgoing Mauritania president wins new term (ADDS opposition charge of fraud, false figures) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - Outgoing President Maaouya ould SidAhmed Taya, Mauritania's 


austerity-minded ruler for the past 13 years, has won reelection, latest polls results showed Saturday. 


With two-thirds of the destitute northwest African country's polling districts reporting, ould Taya won a new 
six-year term outright, with no need for a runoff, vote tallies indicated. 


The ballot Friday was considered crucial for the future of the vast but sparsely-populated desert state where 
one-third of the 2.3 million people have to survive on less than a dollar a day. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a durable development plan for Mauritania but 
this is likely to depend on the country pursuing austerity policies. 


In the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several structural adjustment agreements with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and has worked conscienciously to implement reforms proposed by IMF experts. 


Ould Taya did well in the interior of the country, taking more than 70 percent of the vote against four rivals, 
preliminary results indicated. 


In Nouakchott, he took 66.4 percent, while in Nouadhibou, the country's economic capital, he won by a 
slimmer margin at 54.17 percent. Tallies from the two towns were final. 


The incumbent's main challenger, economist Ch'Bih ould Cheikh Malainine, made a good showing in 
Nouadhibou, where he took 41.05 percent of the vote. He won 23.7 percent in Nouakchott. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud. Gathering outside polling stations Friday, opponents alleged that 
minibuses were used to transport presidential supporters from one bureau to another to cast multiple ballots. 


Officials said turnout was good in Friday's ballot, despite opposition calls for a boycott. Some 70 percent of 
voters went to the polls in the southern Senegal River region, a former opposition stronghold, they said. 


Official results showed 36.21 percent turnout in Nouakchott, 47.7 percent in Nouadhibou and more than 90 
percent in parts of the interior. 


But the figures were disputed by the opposition. "These figures are ridiculous and don't mean anything,” 
opposition leader Ahmed Ould Daddah told AFP Saturday. 


He said the turnout was exaggerated. "This is not an election. This is not a democracy," he said. 


Ould Taya's Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS) swept the board in legislative elections 14 
months ago, winning 71 of 79 seats in parliament. The opposition disputed those results. 


Mauritania's economy emerged from recession four years ago and now enjoys annual growth of 5.0 percent 
-- up from negative growth in 1990. 


Government finances are back in the black and inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. 
The country recorded a trade surplus of 414 million dollars in 1996. 


A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 put an end to 13 years of military rule and created a 
multi-party system and a presidency with far-reaching powers. 


The opposition has denounced what it said was the authoritarian trend of the regime, born of a coup in 1984. 
jng/pcj/ss 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (AFP) - President Maaouya ould Sid AhmedTaya, Mauritania's austerity-minded 


ruler for the past 13 years, was re-elected by a landslide, the Interior Ministry said Saturday night. 


The incumbent president polled 90.25 percent of the votes cast in Friday's first round election, according to 
the final official count. The turnout was 74.72 percent. 


His main challenger, last-minute candidate Ch'Bih ould Sheikh Melainine, polled 6.97 percent of the vote and 
three other candidates got less than one percent each. 


The president was thus re-elected to another six-year term without need for a runoff. 


The ballot Friday was considered crucial for the future of the vast but sparsely-populated desert state where 
one-third of the 2.3 million people have to survive on less than a dollar a day. 


The World Bank is considering injecting 100 million dollars into a durable development plan for Mauritania but 
this is likely to depend on the country's pursuing austerity policies. 


In the past 10 years, Mauritania has signed several structural adjustment agreements with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and has worked conscientiously to implement reforms proposed by IMF experts. 


The opposition claimed widespread fraud. Gathering outside polling stations Friday, opponents alleged that 
minibuses were used to transport presidential supporters from one bureau to another to cast multiple ballots. 


Ould Taya's Democratic and Socialist Republican Party (PRDS) swept the board in legislative elections 14 
months ago, winning 71 of 79 seats in parliament. The opposition disputed those results. 


Mauritania's economy emerged from recession four years ago and now enjoys annual growth of 5.0 percent 
-- up from negative growth in 1990. 


Government finances are back in the black and inflation is down to 5.0 percent from 10.3 percent in 1992. 
The country recorded a trade surplus of 414 million dollars in 1996. 


A new constitution adopted by referendum in 1991 put an end to 13 years of military rule and created a 
multi-party system and a presidency with far-reaching powers. 


The opposition has denounced what it said was the authoritarian trend of the regime, born of a coup in 1984. 
jng/aln/om 
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Dec 13 (AFP) - The 1600 GMT news advisory: 
Duty Editor: Heather Hill 

Tel. Washington (202) 414-0541 
LUXEMBOURG: The European Union has taken the 
first major step towards opening 

its doors to the new democracies 

to its east, eight years after 

the fall of the Berlin wall ended 

the cold war division of Europe. 

EU-summit 

750 words around 2230 GMT 

by Angus Mackinnon 

We have also moved: 

EU-summit-Turkey 

EU-summit-reax 

EU-summit-Clerides 

PARIS: The chief prosecutor of the UN war 
crimes tribunal for Bosnia accused 

France of failing to crack down on 

war criminals moving in areas under 

its control in Bosnia. 
Warcrimes-Bosnia-France,3rdlead 

700 words around 2230 GMT 
LONDONDERRY, 

Northern Ireland: For the first time in six months, the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) asked 

for a British army back-up to contain 

violent clashes sparked by a Protestant 


march through the Northern Irish city 


of Londonderry 

Nlreland-parades, 3rdlead.Pictures 

Moved 450 words 

NOUAKCHOTT: President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 
Mauritania's austerity-minded ruler for 

the past 13 years, was re-elected by a 

landslide, the Interior Ministry said. 
Mauritania-vote,3rdlead 

Moved 400 words 

by Jean-Noel Gillet 

SAN SEBASTIAN, 

Spain: Tens of thousands of people marched in 
silence through the Basque city of San 

Sebastian to protest the murder of a 

right-wing local councillor blamed on 

the separatist group ETA. 
Spain-Basques,lead.Pictures. 

Moved 600 words. 

by Roland de Courson 

BAGHDAD: Iraq persists in its virulent attacks against 
the UN weapons chief, branding him a "mad dog" 
in the pay of the United States and defiantly 
insisting Baghdad will not allow searches of 

its presidential palaces. 

lraq-UNSCOM, 3rdlead 

750 words moved. 
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EU-summit 


LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders agreed to offer Turkey a place in a pan-European Conference in an 
attempt to defuse its anger at being shut out of the EU's enlargement plans. 


Russia-Yeltsin-health 


MOSCOW: Doctors said Russian President Boris Yeltsin was in a "satisfactory" condition in a Moscow clinic 
and recovering from a "chill" which forced his admission earlier in the week. 


Nlreland-parades 


LONDONDERRY, Northern Ireland: For the first time in six months, the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) 
asked for British army back-up to contain violent clashes sparked by a Protestant march. 


WTO-financial-reax-Asia 


TOKYO: Japan and Hong Kong hailed the landmark World Trade Organisation (WTO) agreement on 
liberalising trade in financial services reached in Geneva. 


ASEAN-Mahathir: 


KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said Asia's economic crisis partly reflects 
"abuses and malpractices" by the private sector and that recovery will take "many years". 


SKorea-IMF 


SEOUL: South Korean President Kim Young-Sam and three main presidential candidates pledged that Seoul 
would honour its agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


US-China-WTO 


WASHINGTON: The US said China had made an offer that would "substantially reduce" tariff barriers as part 
of its efforts to join the World Trade Organization. 


Mauritania-vote 


NOUAKCHOTT: President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's austerity-minded ruler for the past 


13 years, was re-elected by a landslide, the Interior Ministry said. 
Italy-Agnelli 
TURIN: Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, 33-year-old heir to the Italy's Fiat automobile empire, died from cancer. 
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TOKYO: Japan and Hong Kong hailed the landmark World Trade Organisation (WTO) agreement on 
liberalising trade in financial services reached in Geneva. 


EU-summit 


LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders agreed to offer Turkey a place in a pan-European Conference to 
be set up next March in a bid to defuse the Turks anger at being excluded from the bloc's enlargement plans. 


EU-summit-Britain 


LONDON: Britain must take part in euro council discussions which affect its interests, even though it is not 
now joining the single European currency, British Prime Minister Tony Blair said. 


SKorea-IMF 


SEOUL: South Korean President Kim Young-Sam and three main presidential candidates hurriedly got 
together to pledge that Seoul would honour its agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


Warcrimes-Bosnia-France 


PARIS: The chief prosecutor of the UN war crimes tribunal for Bosnia pointed an accusatory finger at France, 
all but accusing it of protecting war crimes suspects wanted on genocide charges. 


Russia- Yeltsin 


MOSCOW: Four days after his admission to a Moscow clinic with a "chill" Kremlin officials were tight-lipped 
about Boris Yeltsin's health, fuelling concerns the president was more seriously ill than officially admitted. 


lraq-UNSCOM 


BAGHDAD: Iraq launched another attack against UN weapons chief Richard Butler, branding him a "mad 
dog" in the pay of the United States and insisting he would not be granted access to presidential palaces. 


Israel-Palestinian-US 


GAZA CITY: US assistant secretary of state Martin Indyk met with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat as the 
Palestinians dismissed Israeli proposals over a promised troop withdrawal in the West Bank. 


Mauritania-vote 


NOUAKCHOTT: Outgoing President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's austerity-minded ruler for 


the past 13 years, has won reelection, latest polls results showed. 
Rwanda-toll 


KIGALI: At least 1,000 people were killed in a massacre of Tutsi refugees at Mudende camp in northwest 
Rwanda, a Rwandan human rights organisation said. 


HongKong-flu 


HONG KONG: Hong Kong authorities tried to calm public fears after three more suspected cases of "bird flu" 
were diagnosed, bringing the total to seven. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (Reuters) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania won a second 
six-year term in an election held on Friday, an official of his ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party 
(DSRP) said on Saturday. 


Taya won 90.25 percent of the vote, and his closest challenger, former minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih 
Ould Cheikh Mailainine, scored under seven percent, the official told Reuters. The turnout was 72 percent, he 
said. 


The DSRP official said the three other candidates each obtained less than one percent of the vote. 


Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black African ever to run for the presidency in Mauritania, which straddles 
black and Arab Africa, came last with 0.38 percent, the official said. He represented the Party for Legality and 
Justice. 


The main opposition parties boycotted the election and Taya had therefore been expected to win easily. 
Official results from the interior ministry are expected later on Saturday. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 Reuters - Early results on Saturday of Mauritania's presidential election suggested 
incumbent would retain power, but the turnout was low, especially in the 
capital Nouakchott, officials said. 


Taya won 66.4 percent of the vote in Nouakchott, where the turnout in Friday's poll was just 36 percent, 
according to provisional official figures. In the second city of Nouadhibou in the northwest he won 54 percent 
in a voter turnout of 46 percent. 


Former minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine was in second place, winning 23.7 percent 
of the vote in Nouachott and 41 percent in Nouadhibou, the figures showed. 


Interior ministry officials said a final result was likely later on Saturday. 


Taya, who took power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and won an election in 1992, was up against three other 
rivals, including Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black African ever to run, who was standing for the Party for 
Legality and Justice (PLEJ). 


Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated 
Mauritanian politics since independence from France in 1960. 


The main opposition parties boycotted the election, claiming it was rigged, and political analysts had therefore 
predicted an easy win for Taya. 


Interest centred on how many of the 1.2 million voters would bother to turn out. The total population of the 
country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, is about 2.2 million. 


Official radio on Friday reported "an atmosphere of enthusiasm" but independent reports from Nouakchott 
had said polling there was slow throughout. Some 312 of the 1,854 polling stations are in the capital. 


Presidential aides said the turnout was "considerable" in the southeast and east of the country, Taya's power 
base. 


Presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane said during the week that Taya 
would win another six-year term with at least 80 percent of the vote. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya looked set to 
retain power after Friday's election, but a leading opposition politician who boycotted the poll said on 
Saturday that voting had been a sham. 


Provisional results from the interior ministry showed Taya had won 66.4 percent of the vote in the capital, 
Nouakchott, where the turnout was put at just 36 percent. 


In the second city of Nouadhibou in the northwest he won 54 percent in a voter turnout of 46 percent. 
Interior ministry officials said a final result was likely later on Saturday. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, leader of the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) and runner-up to Taya in the last 
presidential election in 1992, said there had been many irregularities and some polling stations had stayed 
open well after the scheduled 1900 GMT close. 


"It ended in complete chaos. Stations were open until 2300," he told Reuters. "It was an empty, grotesque 
election." 


Radio France Internationale cited other reports of after-hours votes being cast, and said there had been 
cases of minors and people with false identity papers voting. 


The official figures put former minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine in second place with 
23.7 percent of the vote in Nouakchott and 41 percent in Nouadhibou. 


There were three other candidates, including Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black African ever to run, who 
was standing for the Party for Legality and Justice (PLEJ). 


Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated 
Mauritanian politics since independence from France in 1960. 


The main opposition parties boycotted the election, claiming it was rigged in advance, and political analysts 
had therefore predicted an easy win for Taya, who took power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and won an 
election in 1992. 


Interest centred on how many of the 1.2 million voters would bother to turn out. The total population of the 
country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, is about 2.2 million. 


Official radio on Friday reported "an atmosphere of enthusiasm" but independent reports from Nouakchott 
said polling there was slow throughout the day. Some 312 of the 1,854 polling stations are in the capital. 


Presidential aides said the turnout was "considerable" in the southeast and east of the country, Taya's power 
base. 


Presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane said during the week that Taya 
would win another six-year term with at least 80 percent of the vote. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 13 (Reuters) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won Friday's election in 
Mauritania by a huge margin, an official of his ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) said on 
Saturday. 


Taya won 90.25 percent of the vote, against less than seven percent for his closest challenger, former 
minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine, the official told Reuters. 


The main opposition parties boycotted the poll, saying it was rigged in advance, and an easy win for Taya 
had been expected. 


The DSRP official said the three other candidates had each obtained less than one percent of the vote. 


Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black African ever to run for the presidency in Mauritania, which straddles 
black and Arab Africa, came last with 0.38 percent, the official said. He represented the Party for Legality and 
Justice. 


The DSRP official said the turnout was 72 percent. 
That figure surprised independent observers in Nouakchott, where voting had been reported slow on Friday. 


Interior ministry officials had said earlier that the turnout in Nouakchott was just 36 percent. The capital had 
312 polling stations out of a national total of 1,854. 


They said 46 percent of the electorate had voted in the second city, Nouadhibou, in the northwest of the 
country. 


Detailed official results from the ministry are expected to be released on Sunday. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, leader of the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) and runner-up to Taya in the last 
presidential election in 1992, said there had been many irregularities and some polling stations had stayed 
open well after the scheduled 1900 GMT close. 


"It ended in complete chaos. Stations were open until 2300," he told Reuters. "It was an empty, grotesque 
election." 


Radio France Internationale cited other reports of after-hours votes being cast, and said there had been 
cases of minors and people with false identity papers voting. 


Presidential spokesman and former minister Moustapha Ould Abdrahamane predicted during the week that 
Taya would win a second six-year term with at least 80 percent of the vote. 


Taya, a Moor, came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and won the election in 1992 with over 62 percent 
of the vote. The opposition claimed that poll was fraudulent, too. 


Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated 
Mauritanian politics since independence from France in 1960. 


(c) Reuters Limited 1997 
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EU-summit 


LUXEMBOURG: European Union leaders agreed to offer Turkey a place in a pan-European Conference in an 
attempt to defuse its anger at being shut out of the EU's enlargement plans. 


Russia-Yeltsin-health 


MOSCOW: Doctors said Russian President Boris Yeltsin was in a "satisfactory" condition in a Moscow clinic 
and recovering from a "chill" which forced his admission earlier in the week. 


Nlreland-parades 


LONDONDERRY, Northern Ireland: For the first time in six months, the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) 
asked for British army back-up to contain violent clashes sparked by a Protestant march. 


WTO-financial-reax-Asia 


TOKYO: Japan and Hong Kong hailed the landmark World Trade OrganiZation (WTO) agreement on 
liberaliZing trade in financial services reached in Geneva. 


US-China-WTO 


WASHINGTON: The US said China had made an offer that would "substantially reduce" tariff barriers as part 
of its efforts to join the World Trade Organization. 


OAU-Comoros-end 


ADDIS ABABA: Delegates from the Comoros islands attending a reconciliation conference in Addis Ababa 
signed an agreement to meet again "as soon as possible" but failed to resolve the secession of Anjouan and 
Moheli islands. 


ASEAN-Mahathir: 


KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said Asia's economic crisis partly reflects 
"abuses and malpractices" by the private sector and that recovery will take "many years". 


Warcrimes-Bosnia-France 


PARIS: The chief prosecutor of the UN war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia accused France of 
failing to crack down on war criminals living in areas under its control in Bosnia. 


US-museum 


LOS ANGELES: The Getty Center, the world's most expensive museum, had its inaugural opening amid a 
splashy gala filled with celebrities from the art world and beyond. 


SKorea-IMF 


SEOUL: South Korean President Kim Young-Sam and three main presidential candidates pledged that Seoul 
would honor its agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


Mauritania-vote 


NOUAKCHOTT: President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, Mauritania's austerity-minded ruler for the past 


13 years, was re-elected by a landslide, the Interior Ministry said. 


Italy-Agnelli 
TURIN: Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, 33-year-old heir to the Italy's Fiat automobile empire, died from cancer. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 14 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won more than 


90 percent of the vote in Friday's presidential election, according to state news media and a ruling party 
Official. 


An official of Taya's Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) said on Saturday that Taya had won 
90.25 percent of the vote in the West African country, against less than seven percent for his closest rival, 
former minister Mohamed Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine. 


Official news media said on Sunday that Taya's vote was 90.14 percent. The final result was expected to be 
announced later on Sunday. 


The main opposition parties boycotted the poll, saying it was rigged in advance, and an easy win for Taya 
had been expected. 


Attention therefore focused on the turnout, which the DSRP official put at 72 percent and other sources said 
was at least 70 percent. 


That figure surprised independent political analysts in the capital, Nouakchott, where voting had been 
reported slow on Friday. 


Opposition leaders described the poll as a "masquerade". 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, leader of the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) and runner-up in the last presidential 
election in 1992, cited many irregularities and said some polling stations had stayed open well after the 
scheduled 1900 GMT close on Friday. 


"It ended in complete chaos. Stations were open until 2300 (GMT)," he told Reuters. "It was an empty, 
grotesque election." 


There were other reports of after-hours votes being cast, as well as cases of minors voting and people voting 
twice. 


Taya, a Moor, came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and won election in 1992 with over 62 percent of 
the vote. The opposition said that poll was fraudulent, too. 


Light-skinned Moors, who freely owned black slaves until slavery was abolished in 1980, have dominated 
Mauritanian politics since independence from France in 1960. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 14 (Reuters) - Mauritania's ruling party said President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 
had won a landslide victory in Friday's election, but opponents said on Sunday the poll was a farce and 
turnout figures bore no resemblance to reality. 


Official news media said on Sunday that Taya had won 90.14 percent of the vote. 


Official results had not been released by late Sunday, and some sources said they may have been delayed 
while the Constitutional Council considered allegations of irregularities. 


An official of Taya's Democratic and Social Republican Party (DSRP) said on Saturday that Taya had won 
90.25 percent of the votes, against less than seven percent for his closest rival, former minister Mohamed 
Lemine Chbih Ould Cheikh Mailainine. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, leader of the opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) and runner-up in the last 
presidential election in 1992, said Taya's victory had no legitimacy. 


"He is not elected according to the constitution, he is not elected according to democratic usage," he told 
BBC radio. 


He complained that some polling stations had stayed open until well after the scheduled closing time on 
Friday, and there were reports of minors voting and people voting twice. 


The UDF and other main opposition parties boycotted the poll, saying it was rigged in advance, so Taya had 
been expected to win easily. 


The DSRP official put the turnout at 72 percent and other sources said it was at least 70 percent. 


The figures surprised independent political analysts in the capital, Nouakchott, where voting had been 
reported slow. 


Interior ministry officials said on Saturday that the turnout in Nouakchott was just 36 percent. The capital had 
312 polling stations out of a national total of 1,854. 


They said 46 percent of the electorate had voted in the second city, Nouadhibou, in the northwest of the 
country. 


Daddah said there had been no one in the streets on polling day and the turnout figure "bears no relation to 
reality". 


But a spokesman for Taya told the BBC that was sour grapes. "The opposition called for a boycott, but the 
opposition supporters did not boycott," he said. 


"It's true that in the two main cities the turnout was quite medium, in Nouakchott and Nouadhibou...In other 
cities in the south and the east, and in northern parts of the country, it sometimes was very, very high, 
sometimes around 80 percent," the spokesman added. 


The election was remarkable for the candidacy of Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black African ever to run for 
the presidency in Mauritania, standing for the Party for Legality and Justice. He came last with 0.38 percent, 
the unofficial figures showed. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa, and Moors, who freely owned black slaves until slavery was 
abolished in 1980, have dominated politics since independence from France in 1960. 


Taya, a Moor, came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and won a multi-party election in 1992 with over 62 
percent of the vote. The opposition claimed that poll was fraudulent too. 
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* 12 Dec 97 - President Taya won more than 90 percent of * 





cad the vote in the presidential election, * 
according to state news media and a ruling 
* party official. 4 
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President.........sss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, reshuffled 11 May 97): 
Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry Ould GIDDREU 

DefeNCe ii: sues ccenai eee Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 
Equcattion.........c:cceeceeeseeeeees Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

FINANCE, tec eiitndvanvadien Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... SOW Abou Demba 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 
JUSUCO sis svessicosiacesrncecns Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 


Mining & Industry... N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 


Planning 


Pete oh tte ated ede As Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 


Environment.....Lemrabott Sidi Mahamoud Ould Cheick AHMED 


Secretary-General of the Government................. Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism............:.: Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Transport, SupplieS......... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy.........ceeeeeeeeee Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 
Central Bank Governot............:::0:::e Ahmed Ould ZEIN 
NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 





government list, please contact the Reuters 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 
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The US 


President Clinton was set to appoint Bill Lann Lee today as head of the Justice Department's civil rights 
division - leapfroging the congressional approval process and risking a backlash by Republicans, who 
consider Lee an affirmative-action booster. Analysts said Clinton aims to woo minority voters and stand up to 
Republic- ans, who have blocked other appointments. 


Most Americans support racial diversity in schools and the workplace but disagree with methods used to 
achieve it, according to a CBS/New York Times poll. Forty percent of respondents (most of them white) 
favored phasing out race-based affirmative-action programs. Most Americans support class-based 
preferences as an alternative to race-based plans, the survey found. 


The $1 billion Getty Center opened to invited guests in Los Angles. The 110-acre art-museum complex - with 
six buildings of limestone, metal, and glass - took 14 years to complete. It opens to the public tomorrow. 


University of Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson won the Heisman Trophy. He is the first defensive 
player ever to win the most prestigious individual award in college football. He beat out star Tennessee 
quarterback Peyton Manning by a comfortable 272 points in the voting. 


A federal judge ruled that the reintroduction of wolves into Yellowstone National Park illegal. He said under 
the Endangered Species Act, the government erred in experimentally introducing wolves to an area near 
where the animal was already found. A suit was filed by ranchers opposed to the plan, which brought 14 
Canadian wolves to the park in 1995. But the wolves won't be sent back right away: The judge stayed his 
ruling, pending appeals. 


The Federal Reserve is likely to hold interest rates steady when its open-market committee meets tomorrow. 
Although growth of the US economy might tempt the Fed to act, analysts said they assumed it wouldn't risk 
further upsetting shaky Asian financial markets by boosting rates. 


An internal audit by the IRS found "inappropriate treatment of taxpayers," particularly in Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. Out of 67 cases in which property was seized in those states, 23 were called questionable. The 
trouble stemmed from pressure to boost taxpayer compliance. In response, the IRS has taken several steps, 
such as stopping the ranking of its 33 districts based on results. 


Marijuana buyers' clubs are illegal, a California appeals court ruled. Such groups - typically used by people 
diagnosed with AIDS or other diseases - sprung up after voters approved the drug for medicinal purposes last 
year. The court said the clubs could lead to marijuana being sold in co-ops, groceries, or liquor stores. 


Children who own cigarette promotional items, such as T-shirts and caps, are four times more likely to smoke 
than those who don't, Dartmouth Medical School researchers said. More than one-third of sixth to 12th 
graders at five schools surveyed said they own such gear. As part of this year's tobacco deal, cigarette firms 
agreed to drop their logos from such items. 


Firms making clothes for four major retailers had help from sweatshops, the Labor Department said. 
Wal-Mart, KMart, Nordstrom, and Lerner sold clothes assembled by shops in New York's Chinatown that 
allegedly withheld pay from workers, it said. The retailers said they didn't know sweat- shops were involved. 


A mistrial was declared in the case of two white Pittsburgh police officers charged with kil-ling black motorist 
Johnny Gammage in 1995. A jury deadlocked after two days. Gammage was a cousin of pro football player 
Ray Seals. 


The World 


Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu convened a key meeting of his Cabinet, saying his country will not "commit 
suicide" just to please another government. Analysts said his words suggested no decision would be reached 
on expanding Israel's troop pullback from additional areas of the West Bank despite pressure from US 
Secretary of State Albright. She and Netan-yahu are due to meet in Paris later this week, and she has 
demanded he bring a "credible" withdrawal plan to their talks. 


Northern Ireland's second-largest city tried to regain a sense of calm after hours of rioting by Catholics over 
an annual Protestant parade. The violence in mainly Catholic Londonderry injured six people, damaged two 
banks and a store, and littered streets with burned-out vehicles. Police, who had struggled to keep the two 
sides apart, made 13 arrests. The march commemorated the locking of the city's gates by Protestants in 
1688, triggering a siege that left thousands of people dead. 


European Union leaders offered 10 former Communist states and Cyprus the opportunity to seek 
membership but blocked the entry of longtime NATO ally Turkey. The EU decided Turkey's human rights 
record, economic problems, and ongoing territorial dispute with Greece made it unfit to join. In Ankara, Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz denounced a lesser EU invitation to attend a regional conference in March. 


Chief UN arms inspector Richard Butler headed for a meeting with Iraq's deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, 
saying he had been promised a "fuller report" on biological and chemical weapons. They are scheduled to 
discuss Butler's demand for unrestricted access to suspected storage sites today. But other Iraqi officials said 
such inspections would not be allowed because the investigators are continuing their work only "for political 
reasons." 


Another murder of a local politician produced a huge outpouring of condemnation in Spain's Basque region. 
Tens of thousands of people marched in San Sebastian to protest the Dec. 11 killing of Jose Maria Caso, 
apparently by ETA guerrillas in retaliation for the jailing of their political leaders. It was the strongest anti-ETA 
protest since a week-long wave of demonstrations in July that followed the murder of Basque official Miguel 
Angel Blanco. 


Russian President Yeltsin was among the few residents who bothered to vote in Moscow's local elections. 
Yeltsin cast his ballot from a hospital, where he's expected to continue receiving treatment for another 10 
days. Otherwise, bitter cold weather and apathy kept the turnout at about 20 percent with polling almost over. 
The election was seen as a vote of confidence in Moscow Mayor - and presumed future presidential 
candidate - Yuri Luzhkov. 


American government leaders "have fallen behind the times," but some form of dialogue with the US is 
desirable, Iranian President Mohamad Khatami said. He said Iran's relations with the US remain bitter 
because America "still imagines it must impose its will on the whole world." But analysts said his remarks 
were the clearest call for a rapprochement since the Islamic revolution in 1979. Khatami, a relative moderate, 
is believed to be trying to temper Iran's religious fervor. 


Amid reports of widespread irregularities - including children casting ballots and polls remaining open as late 
as 11 p.m. - President i of Mauritania was reelected with more than 90 
percent of the vote. Despite a boycott by opposition parties, officials put the turnout at 72 percent. Mauritania 
straddles Arab and black Africa, but Kane Amadou Moctar, the first black to seek the office, drew less than 1 
percent of the vote. 


Etceteras 
"My body just went limp. It was ... a great honor. | really didn't expect to win it." 


- University of Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson, the first defensive player to be voted the Heisman 
Trophy, college football's top individual award. 


Picture this scene: A taxi approaches a branch bank on Miami Beach's Washington Avenue. Frantically trying 
to flag it down is a robbery suspect who'd just fled with all the cash he could carry after persuading the teller 
he had a gun. Behind him: bystanders who realize the bad guy isn't armed and are just as urgently signaling 
the cabbie not to stop. He didn't. The suspect was caught on an adjacent street, and the money was 
recovered. 


Russian officials thought they'd seen it all before when Joyce Rodie of Marietta, Ga., appeared in a Moscow 
courtroom for the formalities in adopting infant twins. That's because her own identical twin, Jane Bragg of 
Kenesaw, Ga., had been there for exactly the same purpose a month earlier. A phone call to the US agency 
that arranged the adoptions cleared up the confusion. 


Some members of parliament in Belgium are upset about the brand-new headquarters for the European 
Union Assembly. Why? Because the building in Brussels has 626 bathrooms - one for each of the assembly's 
elected deputies. Cost: $14,790 apiece. 


The Day's List 
Eastwood Rises as Most Popular Star in the US 


Although he now does as much directing as acting, Clint Eastwood was voted most popular film star in 
America by respondents to a Harris poll of 1,010 adults. He succeeded Mel Gibson, last year's favorite. Demi 
Moore was the top woman finisher, but only No. 22 overall. Steven Seagal, Tom Hanks, Paul Newman, and 
Sylvester Stallone dropped out of this year's top 10. The rankings: 


1. Clint Eastwood 

2. Mel Gibson 

3. Tom Cruise 

4. John Wayne 

5. Harrison Ford 

6. Kevin Costner 

7. Arnold Schwarzenegger 

tie Richard Gere 

tie Sean Connery 

10. Denzel Washington 

- Associated Press 

PHOTOS: 1) In Santa Monica, Calif., shoppers had to step over protesters staging a sit-in over conditions at 
jeansmaker Guess Inc. The Labor Department criticizes Guess ads claiming it is "100 percent sweatshop 
free." BY KEVORK DJANSEZIAN/AP 2) The violence in mainly Catholic Londonderry injured six people, 


damaged two banks and a store, and littered streets with burned-out vehicles. BY PAUL MCERLANE/AP 
MAP: Showing Mauritania. BY STAFF 


Document chsm00002001 1005dtcf00408 





New premier named in Mauritania 


216 words 

18 December 1997 
Agence France-Presse 
AFPR 

English 

(Copyright 1997) 


NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 18 (AFP) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya on Thursday named 


a new prime minister, Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig, a former director of higher education, officials said. 


Guig replaces Cheikh El-Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, who resigned in the morning after publication of the 
results of presidential elections last Friday by the Constitutional council. 


The council confirmed Taya's victory, re-elected for six years with 90.15 percent of the votes. 


Mohamed Khouna, who was named premier in October 1996, has been replaced by a technocrat and young 
academic, who was expected to form his government within hours, an informed source said. 


Previously unknown on the political scene, Guig comes from the southeastern Oualata region, considered a 
bastion of the presidential majority. 


His duties will be to implement the main policies set out by President Taya during the election campaign, 
which were the struggle against poverty. the consolidation of democracy and freedom under stable 
conditions. 


The outgoing Cheikh El-Avia was named secretary-general in the president's office with ministerial rank, 
according to an official statement. 


Taya also named the two main leaders of parties backing his presidential majority, Hamdi ould Mouknass and 
Ahmed Ould Sidi Baba, ministerial advisors in his office. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 18 (Reuters) - Mauritania's re-elected president Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on 


Thursday named law lecturer Ould Guig as his new prime minister, an official statement said. 
Guig replaces Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed Khouna, who was appointed in January 1996. 


Taya, a former military ruler who has been in power since 1984, won a landslide victory in presidential 
elections last Friday. He was expected to to name a new government this week. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (971218) 


President.........sesss: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


OUTGOING CABINET (Formed 20 April 1992, 


reshuffled 11 May 97): 


Prime Minister 


(Apptd 2 Jan 96)....... Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALEH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry Ould GIDDREU 

DéfenCe:. i. suc acdiieen ied Ahmed Yeslim Ould VIL 
Equcattion.........c:cceecceeseeeeees Sghairy Ould MBARACK 

FINANCE ccs Hensel Camara Ali GUELADIO 

Fisheries, Maritime Economyy............... Boudiel Ould HOUMED 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... SOW Abou Demba 
Health, Social Affairs........... Mohamed Mahmoud Ould DAHMANE 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications........ Kabbah Ould ELEWAH 


JUSTICE... beeen Sidi Mohamed Ould Mohamed VALL 
Mining & Industry......... cee N'gaide Lamine KAYOU 
PLANNING. ...... eee eeeeeeeerteeeeeee eee Mohamed Ould AMAR 


Rural Development & 


Environment.....Lemrabott Sidi Mahamoud Ould Cheick AHMED 


Secretary-General of the Government................ Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............000 Abdallahi Ould NEM 
Transport, Supplies... eee SOW Mohamed Deina 
Water, Energy........eeeeeeeeees Ahmed Killy Ould CHEIKH 
Central Bank Governol.........ceeeee Ahmed Ould ZEIN 
NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 





government list, please contact the Reuters 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 19 (AFP) - New Mauritanian Prime Minister Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig named a 
cabinet of 18 ministers late Thursday, including 10 new faces. 


The foreign ministry went to Mohamed El-Hacen Ould Lebatt, former Nouakchott university rector, the interior 
ministry to a military man, Colonel Ahmed Ould Minnih, and defence to a civilian, former interior minister 
Kaba Ould Elewa. 


Ould ae a technocrat and oh academic, was named prime minister earlier Thursday by President 


He replaces Cheikh El-Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, who resigned after publication of the results of 
presidential elections last Friday by the Constitutional council. 


The council confirmed Taya's victory, re-elected for six years with 90.15 percent of the votes. 


Previously unknown on the political scene, Guig comes from the southeastern Oualata region, considered a 
bastion of the presidential majority. 


His duties will be to implement the main policies set out by President Taya during the election campaign, 
which were the struggle against poverty, the consolidation of democracy and freedom under stable 
conditions. 


The outgoing Cheikh El-Avia was named secretary-general in the president's office with ministerial rank, 
according to an official statement. 


Taya also named the two main leaders of parties backing his presidential majority, Hamdi ould Mouknass and 
Ahmed Ould Sidi Baba, ministerial advisors in his office. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (971229) 


President.........essse: Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 





CABINET (Formed 18 Dec 97): 


Prime Minister 


(Apptd 13 Dec 97)... Mohamed Lemine Ould GUIG 
MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs.........0....... Khattry ould JIDDOU 

DG@TCNCC vices scieetsatet Sevctieviateoescaniens Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Education.............. Ahmedou Ould Moustapha Ould SERHOUNI 
FINANCC. sstcceneivesieeticivceneteictenics Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy....Abdel Salem Ould Mohamed SALAH 


Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.... Mohamed El Hacen Ould LEBATT 


Health, Social Affairs............cccccesseeeeeeee Diyi BA 

Interior, Post & Telecommunications......... Ahmed Ould MINNIH 
JUSUCO xi ini ei Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Mining & Industry........ eee Lamine Kayon NGAEDE 
PIANNING.......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeees Mohamed Ould MICHEL 


Rural Development & 

Environment......Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheick AHMED 
Secretary-General of the Government................. Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism............ Sghaor Ould MBARECK 


Transport, Supplies............... Mohamed Salem Ould MERZOUG 


Central Bank Governot...............:0:000006 Ahmed Ould ZEIN 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuter 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List) 
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TUNIS, Jan 25 (Reuters) - Palestinian President Yasser Arafat called on Sunday for an urgent Arab summit 
to discuss the deadlocked Middle East peace process after the failure of U.S. President Bill Clinton's latest 
effort to produce a breakthrough. 


Arafat, who arrived in Tunisia from Algeria during a tour of North Africa, issued the appeal after he and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held separate meetings last week with Clinton in the United States. 


Arafat appealed for an Arab summit in Algiers after briefing Algerian President Liamine Zeroual on Sunday on 
his Washington talks, an aide to Arafat said. 


"Arafat said there was a need for an urgent Arab move and called for an Arab summit as soon as possible," 
the aide said. 


Apart from the Algerian president, the Palestinian leader also discussed the issue with Morocco's King 
Hassan in Rabat and Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in Nouakchott on Saturday. 


Arafat said Netanyahu had done nothing while he was in Washington last week to help achieve a 
breakthrough. 


"In Washington, we faced difficulties because of the Israeli intransigence that was also experienced by the 
U.S. administration itself. Netanyahu...didn't present anything concrete that could help push forward the 
peace process," Arafat said in Tunis. 


"(US Secretary of State Madeleine) Albright will continue her mission, visits, and meetings in an attempt to 
push things forward," he added in a statement after a meeting with Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben 
Ali. 


"| must notice this good word from President Clinton who said he supports a free, free Palestinian people on 
his land. This has a deep political significance," Arafat added. 


Arafat was due to go to Britain on Monday for talks with Prime Minister Tony Blair, a Blair spokesman in 
London said. Britain currently holds the rotating European Union presidency. 


Palestinian officials said Arafat would then go to Egypt. 


Clinton had sought to persuade Netanyahu to agree to a "significant and credible" troop pullback in the West 
Bank in return for a tougher Palestinian crackdown on guerrilla violence. 


Israeli news reports said Netanyahu had refused to go beyond 9.5 percent, which Arafat dismissed as 
"peanuts". 


Palestinians have spoken in the past of wanting an Israeli withdrawal from at least 30 percent of the disputed 
area. 
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LONDON, Jan 26 (Reuters) - Palestinian President Yasser Arafat confirmed on Monday that he was seeking 
a summit meeting of Arab leaders to discuss the deadlocked Middle East peace process. 


Speaking after talks in London with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Arafat said the date for the meeting was 
now being discussed and that he would raise the idea again later on Monday with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 


"It is going to be an important topic on the agenda," Arafat, who is flying to Cairo to meet Mubarak on Monday 
evening, said, speaking through an interpreter. 


Arafat is frustrated by the lack of progress in the peace process after he and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu held separate meetings in the United States with President Bill Clinton. 


He blames Netanyahu for failing to do anything to push the process forward. 


Arafat has already been reported as having discussed the idea of a summit with Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual, Morocco's King Hassan and Mauritanian President ‘Ahmed Taya 


Arafat said Blair, with whom he talked for some 50 minutes, had promised to raise the issue of how to 
promote peace in the region with Clinton when he travels to Washington to meet the U.S. President next 
week. 


He said Britain had an important role to play both because it used to be the colonial power in Palestine and 
because it currently holds the rotating presidency of the European Union. 


Arafat angrily dismissed calls from Netanyahu for further amendments to the Palestinian covenant which the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisation says has already been changed to annul articles calling for Israel's 
destruction. 


He said Netanyahu had "no right" to make such demands when the amended covenant had been accepted 
by former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres and by the U.S. administration. 


"He is not above all of them," Arafat said. 
(c) Reuters Limited 1998 
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KINSHASA - The main human rights group in the Democratic Republic of the Congo reported summary 
executions in a town in the east where it earlier alleged more than 300 civilians were massacred. AZADHO 
(Association for the Defence of Human Rights) said in a statement that boys and adult males had been 
rounded up and executed by President Laurent Kabila's forces in a military camp outside the market town of 
Butembo. 


JOHANNESBURG - South Africa is sending two ministers to Mozambique to seek information about the case 
of a senior foreign affairs official arrested there on suspicion of gun-running, government sources said. 


KINSHASA - Nine children playing in a street in Congo Republic's capital Brazzaville were killed when a 
rocket left over from last year's brief civil war there exploded, an aid worker in the city said. 


KAMPALA - Janet Museveni, wife of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, swept a Kampala street for two 
hours at the start of her campaign to clean up the capital. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya named a new minister for the key 


portfolio of fisheries and maritime economy. 


BRAZZAVILLE - Congo Republic's president and civil war victor, Denis Sassou Nguesso, unveiled ambitious 
plans on Saturday to revive a Pan-African music festival in 1999 to help stimulate the rebuilding of his 
shattered capital. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 14 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on Saturday 


named a new minister for the key portfolio of fisheries and maritime economy. 


An official statement, quoting a presidential decree, said that Mohamed el Moctar ould Zamel was taking over 
the job from Abdel Salem Ould Mohamed Salah. 


Fisheries are the West African country's top foreign currency earner ahead of iron ore exports. The 
government has a fisheries deal with the European Union. 


Zamel, who once served as a minister in a military government, was head of the national social security fund. 
Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors dominate the government. 

The reason for the switch was not immediately clear. There were no further changes to the cabinet. 

(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (980314) 


President......c..cccsceee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 





CABINET (Formed 18 Dec 97): 


Prime Minister 


(Apptd 13 Dec 97)... Mohamed Lemine Ould GUIG 
MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (Information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs.................. Khattry ould JIDDOU 

DOIN CO yiiecessectte cece ictenuaces oetaeee Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Education.............. Ahmedou Ould Moustapha Ould SERHOUNI 
FINANCE eine enw Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 


Foreign Affairs & Cooperation....Mohamed El Hacen Ould LEBATT 


Health, Social Affairs.............ccceeeeeeeeeee DiyZ BA 

Interior, Post & Telecommunications......... Ahmed Ould MINNIH 
JUSTICE... eee eect eeeeeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Mining & Industry......... cece Lamine Kayon NGAEDE 
PIANNING......0 eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeees Sid'el Moctar ould NAJI 


Rural Development & 

Environment............0 Aderrahmane ould HAMMA VEZAZ 
Secretary-General of the Government................ Ba SILEYE 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism... Sghar Ould MBARECK 


Transport, Supplies................ Mohamed Salem Ould MERZOUG 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 








(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 


Document Ilba0000020010926du3e005pl 





Two Mauritanian ministers sacked 


161 words 

15 March 1998 

Agence France-Presse 

AFPR 

English 

Copyright (c) 1998 Bell & Howell Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


NOUAKCHOTT, March 15 (AFP)- Two Mauritanian government ministers have been sacked, an official 
presidential statement said, without giving any explanation for the dismissal of Ould Mohamed Saleh and Mint 
M'Heiham. 


The two, respectively minister for fisheries and junior minister for women and family affairs, were dismissed 
by President MaaouyaOuld Sid Ahmed Taya on Saturday. 


They had been part of a new government formed in December and headed by a former top education official 
unknown in the political arena, Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig, following the head of state's return to power 
after elections. 


In January, Colonel Taya sacked two other members of the new government, Mohamedou ould Michel and 
Lemrabott Sidi Mohmoud, who had held the planning and rural development portfolios, accusing them of 
serious professional misconduct. 


The new minister of fisheries and secretary of state for women have respectively been named as Mohamed 
El-Moctar Ould Zamel and Mintate Mint Hadeid. 
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BEIJING, March 18 (Xinhua) - Many foreign leaders have sent telegrams congratulating the Chinese leaders 
newly elected during the on-going Ninth National People's Congress (NPC) of China and the just-ended Ninth 
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). 


The following are those sending congratulatory telegrams to Jiang Zemin, who was re-elected as president of 
the People's Republic of China (PRC) and chairman of the Central Military Commission of the PRC. 


- Sir William P. Deane, governor-general of Australia; 

- Hosni Mubarak, president of the Arab Republic of Egypt; 

- Lennart Meri, president of the Republic of Estonia; 

- Martti Ahtisaari; president of the Republic of Finland; 

- Eduard Amvrosiyevich Shevardnadze, president of Georgia; 

- Amir Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani of the State of Qatar; 

- Muammar Al-Qaddafi; revolutionary leader of Libya 

- Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya, president of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania; 

- Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, king of the Kingdom of Nepal; 

- Sani Abacha, head of state and commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 


- Yassir Arafat, president of the State of Palestine, chairman of the executive committee of Palestine 
Liberation Organization and president of Palestinian National Authority; 


- Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, president of the Republic of Tunisia; 

- Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, president of the United Arab Emirates; 

- Jigme Singye Wangchuk, king of the Kingdom of Bhutan; 

- Maktoum Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, vice president, and prime minister of the United Arab Emirates; 
- Sheikh Jassem Bin Hamad Al-Thani, crown prince of the State of Qatar; 

- Sultan Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, deputy prime minister of the United Arab Emirates. 


The following are those sending congratulatory telegrams to Li Peng, who was elected as chairman of the 
Ninth NPC Standing Committee, China's top legislature. 


- Sani Abacha, head of state and commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 
- Jigme Singye Wangchuk, king of the Kingdom of Bhutan. 


The following are those sending congratulatory telegrams to Zhu Rongji, who was elected as premier of the 
State Council, China's top governing body. 


- Eduard Amvrosiyevich Shevardnadze, president of Georgia; 


- Sani Abacha, head of state and commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 


- Yassir Arafat, president of the State of Palestine, chairman of the executive committee of Palestine 
Liberation Organization and president of Palestinian National Authority; 


- Jigme Singye Wangchuk, king of the Kingdom of Bhutan; 

- Benyamin Netanyahu, prime minister of the State of Israel; 

- Sheikh Abdullah Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, prime minister of the State of Qatar; 
- Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir bin Mohammed, prime minister of Malaysia; 

- Surya Bahadur Thapa, prime minister of the Kingdom of Nepal; 

- Kim Jong-pil, acting prime minister of Republic of Korea; 

- Tim Fischer, deputy prime minister and minister for trade of Australia. 


The following are those sending congratulatory telegrams to Hu Jintao, who was elected as vice-president of 
the PRC. 


- Sani Abacha, head of state and commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 
- Kim Jong-pil, acting prime minister of Republic of Korea; 

- Tim Fischer, deputy prime minister and minister for trade of Australia. 

(c) Copyright 1998 Xinhua News Agency. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 24 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president on Tuesday pardoned four Mauritanian human 
rights activists, jailed for 13 months for their involvement in a foreign television programme on slavery in the 
West African country. 


State radio announced the pardon in a decree from President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya after a court 


in the capital Nouakchott dismissed appeals by the four. 
"A total remission of sentence is granted from today to the following convicted people," it said. 


It named Boubacar Ould Messaoud, head of SOS Slavery, Cheikh Saad Bouh Kamara, head of the 
Mauritanian human rights association AMDH, lawyers Brahim Ould Ebetty and M'Baye Fatimata and a fifth 
activist convicted and sentenced in his absence. 


Slavery is a sensitive subject in Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa and did not outlaw the 
practice until 1980. Neither SOS Slavery nor AMDH is recognised by the government. 


Messaoud was convicted on February 12 of spreading false allegations and of the illegal publication abroad 
of a documentary on slavery in Mauritania and creating, as well as belonging to, an unauthorised 
organisation. 


The others were jailed for creating or belonging to unauthorised organisations and spreading false 
allegations. 


All four were also fined 1,000 French Francs ($163). 

France's international network CFI broadcast the programme, in which Messaoud appeared. 
($1= 6.12 French francs). 

(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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TRIPOLI, March 27 (AFP) - Libyan leader Moamer Kadhafi received a message on Friday from Mauritania's 
President NaS aPA OI SARATSRT on "strengthening bilateral relations", state television reported. 
The message, delivered to Kadhafi by Mauritania's minister for fishing and marine economy Mohammad 
El-Moctar Ould Zamel, also discussed "Arab and African issues", the television added. 

The report gave no details on the date of the Mauritanian envoy's arrival 

here or the length of his visit. 


Relations between Mauritania and Libya, both members of the Maghreb Arab Union, cooled in 1997 after 
Mauritania accused agents in the pay of Libya of trying to destabilize the country. 


The Maghreb union, created in 1988, includes Libya, Mauritania, Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco. 
raf/cmr/jb 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 13 (Reuters) - A Mauritanian military transport plane has crashed in the east of the 
country killing 39 people, including 22 members of president's ceremonial army band, a gendarmerie 
spokesman said on Wednesday. 


Mauritanian Air Force sources said the Chinese-built Y7 crashed after take-off on Tuesday night from the 
town of Nema, President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's stronghold near the border with Mali. The cause 
of the accident was not clear. 


The gendarmerie said that the dead included 32 soldiers and seven civilians. Two soldiers survived the crash. 


The plane was travelling to the West African nation's capital Nouakchott from Nema following a six-day tour of 
the region by Taya. Civilians, usually families of the military, also travel on such flights. 


The accident was Mauritania's worst air disaster since July 1994 when 80 people were killed in the crash of 
an Air Mauritanie Fokker 28 passenger plane at Tidjika in the centre of the country, officials said. 


Taya himself returned to the capital on Tuesday. He had been visiting the region to explain to locals the 
benefits of a $500 million aid package granted to Mauritania by foreign donors in Paris in March. 


Reports from the region said that during the visit several members of Taya's escort were injured in a road 
accident. Details were not immediately available. The injured were receiving treatment in a Nouakchott 
hospital. 


Mauritania, a former French colony, straddles black and Arab Africa. 
(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 13 (AFP) - Thirty-six people, mainly Mauritanian soldiers, were killed when a military 
aircraft crashed overnight in south Mauritania, but two soldiers survived, military officials said Wednesday. 


The Chinese-made Yenkee Y-12 aircraft crashed on Tuesday evening, killing 29 troops and seven civilians, 
as it took off from Nema airport in a sandstorm, the officials said. 


Witnesses said that two survivors, both servicemen, were ejected from the plane as it hit the ground and 
burst into flames less than a minute after taking off. 


Both survivors were taken to hospital. 


The soldiers had been accompanying President Maaouya ould SidAhmed Taya on a tour of the Hodh 


Charghi region about 1,000 kilometres (600 miles) southeast of here. 
Taya returned to the capital Nouakchott earlier in the day. 
On Wednesday the government ordered flags to be flown at half-mast nationwide for 48 hours. 


Earlier reports said that the plane had been a Buffalo and was carrying 33 people, most of them musicians of 
the army brass band. 


Army sources said the reasons for the accident, which took place at about 7:30 p.m. (1930 GMT), remained 
unclear, following speculation that it may have been caused by a fierce sandstorm blowing across Mauritania. 


The plane was the second of its kind to crash in the west African mainly desert nation, following a 1996 
accident in which seven people were killed. Mauritania's fleet of Yenkee Y-12s was then reduced to three. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 13 (AFP) - Mauritania's president has dismissed his foreign affairs and rural 
development ministers, according to an official statement which gave no reason for the decision in the 
Saharan country. 


The communique said the two ministers, Ould Lebbat and Hamma Vezzaz, lost their portfolios in a cabinet 
reshuffle on Sunday, which brought two newcomers into the government team. 


At the foreign ministry, Lebbat was replaced by the general secretary in the president's office, Sheikh Al-Avia 
Ould Mohamed Khouna, who is also a former prime minister, 


President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya gave Khouna's post to interior minister Colonel Anmed Ould 


Minnih, who was replaced by one of the newcomers, Dah Ould Abdel Jeli, while an academic, Memed Ould 
Ahmed, became the new rural development minister. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 13 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president has reshuffled the West African nation's 
government, sacking his ministers for foreign affairs and for rural development and the environment. 


A decree signed by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, issued late on Sunday, gave no official 


explanation for the departure of Mohamed El Hacen Ould Lebatt or Aderrahmane ould Hamma Vezaz. 


Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, the Secretary General at the Presidency, takes over from Lebatt as 
Foreign and Cooperation Minister, Memed Ould Ahmed enters the government as Rural Development and 
Environment Minister. 


In other changes, Dah Ould Abdel Jelil enters the government as Interior, Posts and Telecommunications 
Minister, replacing Anmed Ould Minnih, who takes over as Secretary-General at the Presidency. 


The reasons for the sackings were not immediately clear. 


The former French colony straddles Arab and black Africa. Light-skinned Moors dominate government and 
the administration. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (9807 13-2) 


President......c..cccsceee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 





CABINET (Formed 18 Dec 97, Reshuffled 12 Jul 98): 


Prime Minister 


(Apptd 13 Dec 97)... Mohamed Lemine Ould GUIG 
MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (Information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs.................. Khattry ould JIDDOU 

DOIN CO yiiecessectte cece ictenuaces oetaeee Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Education.............. Ahmedou Ould Moustapha Ould SERHOUNI 
FINANCE. iia ie RRS Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & 

Cooperation.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
Health, Social Affairs..............cccceeeeeeeeeee DiyZ BA 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


JUST CO seescisesceiincceniies Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Mining & Industry.........eeeeeeee Lamine Kayon NGAEDE 
PLANNING... cece eeneeeeeeeeees Sid'el Moctar ould NAJI 


Rural Development & 
Environment..........:.::::ccceeeeee Memed Ould AHMED 
Secretary-General at the Presidency........ Ahmed Ould MINNIH 


Trade, Craft, & Tourism... Sghar Ould MBARECK 


Transport, Supplies................ Mohamed Salem Ould MERZOUG 


Water, Energy...........0+ Sidi Mohamed Ould MOHAMED VALL 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 





(End Government List). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 30 (AFP) - Liberian President Charles Taylor is expected on Thursday in Nouakchott 
for a two-day official visit, his first to Mauritania as head of state, officials said. 


Taylor, who is currently on an official visit to France, is to have talks with his Mauritanian counterpart 
Aco SOAS EaTES on bilateral cooperation and African problems, they said. 
have talks with his Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 1 (Reuters) - Liberian President Charles Taylor arrived in Mauritania on Thursday, 
saying his two-day visit was to strengthen bilateral ties between the two West African nations. 


Taylor's presence in the capital Nouakchott coincides with a visit by Lansana Kouyate, Executive Secretary of 
the 16-nation Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) which mediated an end to Liberia's 
seven-year civil war. 


Taylor won elections last year that formally ended the conflict but Liberia is still grappling with security 
problems as highlighted by fighting in the capital nearly two weeks ago. 


An ECOWAS summit takes place in Nigeria at the end of this month with that unrest and the future of regional 
troops policing Liberia among the agenda topics, diplomats say. 


There is a significant community of Mauritanian traders in Liberia and President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed | 
Taya visited Monorvia earlier this year. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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Monrovia (Star Radio, October 3, 1998) - The West African Peacekeeping Force says it airlifted military 
equipment and troops to Sierra Leone. 


The Force also said twelve Sierra Leonean refugees were offered transportation assistance in its aircraft. 
ECOMOG denied airlifting Liberians and evading security regulations at the Roberts International Airport. 
According to ECOMOG, refugees given transportation assistance were verified and their travel documents 
confirmed by Liberian Defense authorities. 


ECOMOG further said the refugees went through the normal airport security and immigration screening 
before boarding the aircraft. The Justice Ministry claimed that ECOMOG disregarded all security regulations 
in airlifting people believed to be Liberians. But the peace keepers say they are conscious of security and 
immigration requirements. They added they would do nothing to undermine these laws. ECOMOG described 
the allegation as an orchestrated campaign to blackmail the Force in carrying out its legitimate duties. 


* Officials of the Liberian Senate have sealed up an office claimed by a member of that body. Senator Bedell 
Fahn Wednesday carried armed soldiers to guard the office in question. He had broken into the same office 
the previous day. But Senator Fahn's office staff were yesterday asked to leave the office. Police officers 
were posted at the office door and the staff asked to work on Monday. 


The Margibi Senator had refused to relocate from the office. It is designated for use by the Senate Chairman 
of Ways, Means, Finance, and Maritime. Mr. Fahn was last December removed from the post. He was 
replaced by Bomi Senator Mohammed Dukuly as Committee Chairman. He is the current occupant of the 
office. Senator Dukuly is presently in Europe. The Margibi lawmaker also violated a senate standing rule 
barring armed escorts and bodyguards from senate premises. The Senate said it will deliberate on the matter 
next week. 


* Fighting is reported to have spread to the west of Sierra Leone near its border with Guinea. Over three 
thousand new refugees have fled the region into neighboring Guinea this week to escape attacks by rebels. A 
United Nations Refugee Agency report from Geneva said rebels killed civilians and burned down houses in 
Kukuna village. The agency's spokeswoman Judith Kumin told a news briefing thousands of refugees have 
been relocated into the forested region of Guinea. She said camps along the border were now vulnerable to 
rebel attacks. The last stronghold of the rebels is in Kailahun, near Liberia and Guinea. 


* About three hundred employees of the Swedrelief Hospital may soon be without jobs. The hospital's 
management has given a month's notice to the employees. The management informed the staff that the 
would be laid off if negotiations for a suitable location for the hospital are unsuccessful. The Swedrelief 
Hospital is managed by the international 


NGO, Medecins sans Frontieres. MSF ran the Swedrelief as a field hospital to treat emergency cases during 
the heat of the civil war. The hospital presently caters to four to five hundred patients daily. Swedrelief 
Hospital is located on Bushrod Island. But MSF has said the hospital's present location is unsuitable. It has 
been negotiating with health authorities to provide a suitable location. Government is suggesting Swedrelief 
be relocated at the John F. Kennedy Hospital in Sinkor 


* President Charles Taylor is expected back home today following his state visit to France and Mauritania. An 
Executive Mansion source says the President will attend an intercessory service at the Centennial Memorial 
Pavilion shortly after his arrival. President Taylor is also expected to make a statement on various 
developments during his absence. Meanwhile, Information Minister Joe Mulbah said the French government 
has agreed in principle to assist Liberia in her recovery programs. Various follow-up visits by technical 
missions of both Liberia and France are scheduled to take place. President Taylor received a red-carpet 
welcome to Mauritania are He was later honoured at a state dinner by that country's President, 





* A local organization has applauded efforts by the Legislature to ease diplomatic tension between the United 
States and Liberia. The Interfaith Mediation Council described the move as a sacred national responsibility in 
the interest of the country and its people. The Council expressed the hope that the National Legislature would 
give the matter urgent attention. The House on Thursday mandated its Speaker, Nyundueh Morkonmana, to 
liaise with the President of Liberia in resolving the stand off. The House emphasized it would not allow 
US-Liberian relations to go out of hand. The Interfaith Council also commended the government for flying 
wounded soldiers out of the country for medical treatment. But the Council said civilians that were wounded 
during the September eighteen fighting should be given a similar opportunity. 


* American President Bill Clinton has increased the number of African refugees that can be accepted into the 
United States. The number has been increased from seven thousand to twelve thousand refugees for the 
fiscal year 1999. The increase comes as the result of an intense lobby by African and American groups, 
including the Universal Human Rights Center in Boston. According to a dispatch, President Bill Clinton's 
response indicates the White House has conceded racial discrimination. 


The Universal Human Rights Center says despite the seventy-one percent increase, Africa still accounts for 
the lowest number of refugees admitted into the US. Recently, the American government approved the 
extension of temporary protected status for Liberian refugees. That means Liberian refugees who were due to 
be deported a week ago would remain in the US for one more year. 


* The Ministry of Internal Affairs says bad road conditions across the country are hampering its activities. 
Deputy Internal Affairs 


Minister Maxwell Poe said the road conditions have caused a communication gap between his ministry and 
the county authorities. He said county officials are finding it very difficult to reach the ministry from their 
headquarters because of the road problem. Minister Poe told STAR radio that this problem has also 
undermined his Ministry's effort to get other county officials still in Monrovia to their counties. He said county 
officials from the southeast are unable to travel because of the bad road problem in the region. 


NOTE FOR EDITORS: Star Radio is staffed by Liberian journalists and managed by the Swiss NGO 
Fondation Hirondelle with financing from the U.S. Agency for International Development through the 
International Foundation for Election Systems. Non commercial redistribution is allowed, providing that the 
source is quoted and no editing other than reformatting is made. 


Distributed via Africa News Online. 
Distributed via COMTEX News. 
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Prime Minister (Apptd 13 Dec 97)..... Mohamed Lemine Ould GUIG 


MINISTERS: 
Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 


Communication (Information) & 


Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 

Culture, Islamic Affairs................. Khattry ould JIDDOU 

DOIN CG es cissacsisscesizcceeeeeaticiessdeesee Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Education.............. Ahmedou Ould Moustapha Ould SERHOUNI 
FINANCE: jeiseeccec cies canes cons cgeveiene Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & 

Cooperation.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
Health, Social Affairs.............ccceeeeeeeeee Diyo BA 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


JUSTICE... eee eect eeeeeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 

Mining & Industry......... cece Lamine Kayon NGAEDE 
PIANNING......0e cece eeeeeeeeeeeees Sid'el Moctar ould NAJI 

Rural Development & Environment.............. Memed Ould AHMED 


Secretary-General at the 
Presidency... Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism... Sghar Ould MBARECK 


Transport, Supplies............... Mohamed Salem Ould MERZOUG 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 7 (Reuters) - U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, putting his personal stamp on a bid to 
overcome obstacles in the long-running Western Sahara dispute, arrived in Mauritania on Saturday to start a 
10-day North African trip. 


He was met by Foreign Minister Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna with whom he is due to have extended 
talks on Sunday. 


With Annan were Charles Dunbar, his special representative in the Western Sahara, and Hedi Annabi, 
undersecretary-general in the U.N. peacekeeping department. 


In a brief statement to reporters on arrival Annan said he was here to discuss the U.N. peacekeeping 
operation in the Western Sahara. 


"| have not come with a special project but we can discuss together to see how things can be speeded up," 
he said. 


Asked why he had arrived in a Moroccan aircraft, Annan said: "When one travels, governments lend us 
aircraft to facilitate the journey. That happens often. If | had to take commercial planes this would take much 
more time. 


"It's a practical question. You must understand (that)." 


Annan left the airport for talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya which was being followed by 


an official dinner. 


He is due on Sunday to meet Prime Minister Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig and the foreign minister and later 
give a news conference before leaving for Laayoun, the main town in Western Sahara, in the evening. 


Conflict over the 266,000 sq km (103,000 sq mile) Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony, is the U.N's 
longest-running dispute after Cyprus and a timetable for resolving it has overrun by more than six years. 


It is also one which has strained regional and international relations for Morocco, which claims the territory, 
and Algeria which supports the independence-seeking Polisario Front. 


Annan's visit will also take him to Rabat, Algiers, and Tindouf, the Polisario base in southwestern Algeria. 


It comes as recent progress in registering voters for a self-determination referendum in the territory has again 
hit obstacles. 


Morocco and the Polisario, which have both accepted the referendum, disagree over whether members of 
three Saharan tribes are eligible to vote in it. 


Morocco says all 65,000 have the right. 


Polisario said none had that right except for those listed in a 1974 Spanish census of the territory, and their 
immediate families. 


Both sides have consistently accused each other of trying to rig electoral lists in their favour. 


The ballot will decide whether the Western Sahara becomes part of Morocco, which controls most of it and 
claims it, or becomes independent as demanded by the Polisario. 


The difficulties facing Annan were underlined shortly before he arrived in Nouakchott. 


A spokesman for the Polisario, in an interview on French radio RFI, called on him to lay down the law with 
Morocco. 


"The U.N. must apply its decision with firmness...The U.N.'s responsibility is also to point the finger at those 
who caused the difficulties," he said, adding that these arose "due to the attitude of Morocco." 


In Morocco, King Hassan also took a firm line. 


Referring to his scheduled talks with Annan, King Hassan said: "Morocco is attached to the international 
legality and committed to it...,But we want all Saharans to be registered and given a chance to vote in the 
referendum." 


The ballot was originally due to be held six months after a September 1991 peace accord ended decades of 
conflict which hit Morocco's economy and saw thousands of people in the territory uprooted. 


Nouakchott became deeply involved in November 1975 when Spain, the colonial power in the Western 
Sahara, agreed to cede the territory to Morocco and Mauritania. 


Morocco took over the northern two-thirds including most of the towns and large phosphate mines, leaving 
Mauritania with the thinly-populated wasteland in the south. 


After attacks from Polisario guerrillas, Mauritania sued for peace and pulled out in August 1979. 


The dispute over the Atlantic coast territory has soured relations between Algiers and Rabat for years and 
helped emasculate the Arab Maghreb Union to which the two countries belong. 


It also strained Morocco's relations with several members of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) who 
recognised the republic proclaimed by the Polisario. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, expressing cautious hopes, wound up 
the first leg of a North African trip on Sunday and left for the main town in the disputed Western Sahara, the 
focus of his diplomacy. 


During his 24-hour visit to Mauritania, Annan held talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid' 
Prime Minister Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig and Foreign Minister Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna. 


Mauritania once shared control of the Western Sahara with Morocco but pulled out after attacks by the 
Polisario Front which seeks independence there. 


Annan told reporters before leaving for Laayoun that there still was work to be done before a U.N. referendum 
on the future of the territory could go ahead. 


The ballot, originally due in January 1992, is to decide whether the Western Sahara is incorporated in 
Morocco, which claims it, or becomes independent as sought by the Polisario. The ballot is now scheduled for 
December 1999. 


"Over the past year we have made enormous progress," Annan said, adding that work would go ahead on 
identifying three tribes which lie at the heart of the latest dispute between the two sides. 


Morocco and the Polisario, which have both accepted the referendum, disagree over whether members of 
three Saharan tribes are eligible to vote in it. 


Morocco says all 65,000 have the right. 


Polisario said none had that right except for those listed in a 1974 Spanish census of the territory, and their 
immediate families. 


Both sides have consistently accused each other of trying to rig electoral lists in their favour. 


Asked if he thought the ballot would ever be held, Annan said: "I hope like you. Both parties tell us they are 
for the referendum, that they are ready to work with us to put to work the plan which was adopted. | hope that 
sooner or later we will get there." 


Annan is travelling with Charles Dunbar, his special representative in the Western Sahara, and Hedi Annabi, 
undersecretary-general in the U.N. peacekeeping department. 


Conflict over the 266,000 sq km (103,000 sq mile) Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony, is the United 
Nation's longest-running dispute after Cyprus and a timetable for resolving it has overrun by more than six 
years. 


It is also one which has strained regional and international relations for Morocco, which claims the territory, 
and Algeria which supports the independence-seeking Polisario Front. 


Annan's visit will also take him to Rabat, Algiers, and Tindouf, the Polisario base in southwestern Algeria. 


Nouakchott became deeply involved in November 1975 when Spain, the colonial power in the Western 
Sahara, agreed to cede the territory to Morocco and Mauritania. 


Morocco took over the northern two-thirds including most of the towns and large phosphate mines, leaving 
Mauritania with the thinly-populated wasteland in the South. 


After attacks from Polisario guerrillas, Mauritania sued for peace and pulled out in August 1979. 


The dispute over the Atlantic coast territory has soured relations between Algiers and Rabat for years and 
helped emasculate the Arab Maghreb Union to which the two countries belong. 


It also strained Morocco's relations with several members of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) who 
recognised the republic proclaimed by the Polisario. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 


Document Iba0000020010926dub8050cs 


©@6 PressWIRE 


UN: Secretary-General visits Mauritania, 7-8 November 


359 words 

10 November 1998 

M2 PRESSWIRE 

MTPW 

English 

(c) Copyright 1998 M2 Communications, Ltd. All Rights Reserved 


The Secretary-General began his first five-nation official trip to North Africa on Saturday, 7 November. He 
arrived in Nouakchott, Mauritania, in the afternoon, having travelled from Paris via Rabat. In Rabat he was 
welcomed by the Governor of Rabat and by Anmed Snoussi, Permanent Representative of Morocco to the 
United Nations in New York. After a brief stop at the airport, the Secretary-General and his party departed to 
Mauritania on board a private Moroccan aircraft. 


At Nouakchott, he was welcomed by Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation, and Dah Ould Abdel Jalil, Minister for the Interior. 


At 6 p.m., the Secretary-General was received by Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya, President of Mauritania. 


During their tte--tte meeting, they discussed cooperation between Mauritania and the United Nations; 
Western Sahara; Mauritanian programmes to eradicate poverty and illiteracy, as well as Mauritanian action to 
promote the economic and social role of women in society. 


After his meeting with President Ould Taya, the Secretary-General met with the press. 


On Sunday, 8 November, the Secretary-General met with both Prime Minister Mohamed Lemani Ould Guig 
and with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna. They discussed Western 
Sahara, as well as matters of United Nations-Mauritanian cooperation in the field of agriculture, health, 
education, population and economic cooperation in general. 


At 11 a.m., the Secretary-General and his party visited the Centre for the Promotion of Women where, in the 

company of the Foreign Minister and Mrs. Mintata Mint Hedeid, Secretary of State for Women's Affairs, they 

saw several projects achieved with the cooperation of United Nations agencies to promote women's issues in 
the country. Following this meeting the Secretary-General gave a press conference. 


That afternoon he attended a luncheon hosted by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. He later departed for 
Laayoune in Western Sahara, where the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) is located. 


*M2 COMMUNICATIONS DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY FOR INFORMATION PROVIDED WITHIN M2 
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United Nations (United Nations, November 10, 1998) - The following document was released by the United 
Nations on 9 November 1998: 


The Secretary-General began his first official trip to North Africa on Saturday, 7 November. He arrived in 
Nouakchott, Mauritania, in the afternoon, having travelled from Paris via Rabat. In Rabat he was welcomed 
by the Governor of Rabat and by Ahmed Snoussi, Permanent Representative of Morocco to the United 
Nations in New York. After a brief stop at the airport, the Secretary-General and his party departed to 
Mauritania on board a private Moroccan aircraft. 


At Nouakchott, he was welcomed by Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation, and Dah Ould Abdel Jalil, Minister for the Interior. 


At 6 p.m., the Secretary-General was received by Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya, President of Mauritania. 
During their t=EAte-=E0-t=EAte meeting,= they discussed cooperation between Mauritania and the United 
Nations; Western Sahara; Mauritanian programmes to eradicate poverty and illiteracy, as well as Mauritanian 
action to promote the economic and social role of women in society. 


After his meeting with President Ould Taya, the Secretary-General met with the press. 


On Sunday, 8 November, the Secretary-General met with both Prime Minister Mohamed Lemani Ould Guig 
and with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna. They discussed Western 
Sahara, as well as matters of United Nations-Mauritanian cooperation in the field of agriculture, health, 
education, population and economic cooperation in general. 


At 11 a.m., the Secretary-General and his party visited the Centre for the Promotion of Women where, in the 

company of the Foreign Minister and Mrs. Mintata Mint Hedeid, Secretary of State for Women's Affairs, they 

saw several projects achieved with the cooperation of United Nations agencies to promote women's issues in 
the country. Following this meeting, the Secretary-General gave a press conference. 


That afternoon he attended a luncheon hosted by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. He later departed for 
Laayoune in Western Sahara, where the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) is located. 

Distributed via Africa News Online. 
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Document afnws00020021107dubb00b9k 


REUTERS 





Mauritania gets new premier, new cabinet to follow. 


83 words 

16 November 1998 
02:58 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1998 Reuters Limited 


NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 16 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has appointed 


the present foreign minister, Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, as prime minister and asked him to form 
a new government, state radio said on Monday. 


Khouna, a close associate of the president, replaces Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig, who has been premier 
since December 1997. 


The decree read out on state radio gave no explanation for the change. 
(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 18 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has named a 


new government after promoting his foreign minister to the post of prime minister. 


An official statement issued on Tuesday announced the entry into government of four new ministers - for 
foreign affairs, trade, mines and rural development. 


The West African nation's former ambassador to Washington, Anmed Ould Sid'Ahmed, takes over from the 
new prime minister, Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, as minister for foreign affairs and cooperation. 


Taya, a former military ruler who took power in 1984 and won elections in 1992 and 1997, promoted Khouna, 
a close associate, on Monday. He replaced Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig, who had taken office in December 
1997. 


The key posts of defence, finance and economic affairs remained unchanged. 


Shagh Ould Rajel, former director of the geological and mineral research bureau, took over as mining and 
industry minister. 


Colonel Mohamed Ould Sid'Ahmed Lekhal, a senior presidential aide, took over as rural development and 
environment minister. 


Ahamdy Ould Hamady took over as minister for trade, craft and tourism. 


The ministers of trade, rural development and national education all lost their jobs. Other ministers switched 
portfolios to take account of the changes. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (981118) 


President......c..cccsceee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 





Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Appt 16 November 1998) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid Ould SALAH 
Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 
DOIN CO. i: cicsicstsscetszcceezenatsctissceesee Kaba Ould ELEYA 

Economic Affairs & Development........ Sid'el Moctar ould NAJI 
Equcattion.........ecceeceeesseeeeeees Sghaer Ould M'BARECK 
FINANCE. iieiaieninneiN Kamara Ali GUELADIO 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed el Mokhtar Ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............ Ahmed Ould SID'AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... eee Diye BA (Mrs) 

Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 
JUSTICE... eect eeeeeeeeee Mohamed Lemine Ould AHMED 
Mining & Industry........eeeeeeeeeeeees Shagh Ould RAJEL 


Rural Development & 


Environment............00 Mohamed Ould Sid'Ahmed LEKHAL 
Trade, Craft, & TouriSM........ eee Ahamdy Ould HAMADY 
Transport, Supplies... Lamine Kayou NGAIDE 


Water, Energy... Mohamed Salem Ould MERZOUG 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 


NOTE: 





Any comments/queries on the content of this 


government list, please contact the Reuters 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 


( 





End Government List). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 27 (Reuters) - Mauritania's main opposition parties have announced plans to boycott 
municipal polls planned for January, accusing the government of refusing to involve them in the organisation 
of elections. 


The People's Opposition Front, in a letter to the interior minister and released on Thursday, announced "its 
regret at not taking part in the next municipal elections". 


The Alliance groups the Union of Democratic Forces/New Era (UFD/EN) of Ahmed Ould Daddah, Action for 
Change (AC) of freed slave Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the pro-Libyan Popular and Progressive Alliance 
(APP) and the pro-lraq At-Taliaa party. 


The interior ministry organises elections in the West African country which straddles Arab and black Africa. 
The letter accused the ministry of "stubbornly" continuing to run elections unilaterally. 


The first round of voting takes place on January 29. The second round on February 5. 


Mauritania's president, former military ruler Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, took power in 1984 and won 


elections in 1992. He won reelection in 1997 in a poll boycotted by the main opposition. 
Light-skinned Moors dominate government in the former French colony. 
(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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RABAT, Nov 30 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Monday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


AL ALAM 


- U.N. General-Secretary Kofi Annan resumed his trip to North Africa by visiting Algiers on Sunday. 


- King Hassan congratulates Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya on his country's 


independence anniversary. 

AL ITTIHAD AL ICHTIRAKI 

- Staff at Morocco's central bank plan a strike on Wednesday to back demand for wage hike. 
L'OPINION 


- Government says it will take measures to prevent more road accidents. Many people die daily in road 
accidents, official figures show. 


LIBERATION 


- State-owned telecommunications firm Itissalat al Maghrib cuts off phone lines to government agencies and 
state-owned firms which fail to pay bills in time. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1998. 
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DAKAR, Jan 5 (AFP) - The African Front for the Liberation of Mauritania (FLAM) on Tuesday demanded "the 
immediate and unconditional release of (opposition leader) Anmed Ould Daddah and his companions," in a 
press release here. 


Daddah and three other leaders of the Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) were picked up December 16 and 
are being held under house arrest in the central desert town of Tichitt. 


The four were arrested after calling for an international commission to investigate an alleged agreement to 
bury Israeli nuclear waste on Mauritanian soil, which President 's 
governement has denied. 


The FLAM said calling for the commission was "legitimate," and demanded a second commission investigate 
"crimes committed by the Mauritanian regime from 1989 to 1991." 


The communique said Daddah's arrest showed "yesterday's dictator could not become today's democrat," 
and called for a national union to "get Taya out whatever it takes, to save our country from implosion." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 17 (AFP) - A Mauritanian opposition party leader, Anmed Ould Daddah, and two 
associates who were held for a month after accusing the government of a nuclear waste deal with Israel, 
have been freed, sources said Sunday. 


Daddah, the chairman of the Union of Democratic Forces (UFD)-New Era party, former minister Mohameden 
ould Babah and lawyer Mohameden ould Icheddou returned to their homes in the capital Nouakchott on 
Sunday morning, the sources close to them said. 


They were picked up on December 16 after calling for an international commission to investigate an alleged 
agreement to bury Israeli nuclear waste on Mauritanian soil. 


The government of President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, which made no comment on the release of 


the three, had denied their claim and accused them of damaging the "country's interests and image with 
unfounded accusations". 


The three UFD militants had been transferred from Nouakchott to Boumdeid in the Dhar Tichit region of the 
Sahara, 650 kilometres (450 miles) west of the coastal capital. 


Taya's government categorically denied a report last November in the Moroccan press which alleged that 
Mauritania had signed a deal to take in nuclear waste from Israel's Dimona nuclear power plant. 


People in Mauritanian political circles had been expecting a move from Taya on behalf of the detainees, 
whose arrests roused strong protests both at home and from international human rights organisations. 


The UFD had staged street protests on their behalf in the capital of the west African country. 


Observers said that their return home came ahead of the feast of Aid el-Fitr, which will be celebrated on 
Monday in Mauritania to mark the end of the Moslem holy fasting month of Ramadan. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 29 (AFP) - Mauritanians went to the polls Friday to choose 208 municipal councils in 
elections boycotted by the main opposition parties. 


No incidents were reported, while turnout was low early Friday in the capital Nouakchott. Turnout was 
expected to be higher in the countryside. 


The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) faced two moderate opposition parties, while 
other contenders belonged to pro- presidential groupings. 


Another opposition party led by Ch'bih Melainine withdrew from the vote to protest the arrest and detention of 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, head of the opposition Union of Democratic Forces. 


Daddah, considered the figurehead of the opposition, was arrested with two others on December 16 after 
calling for an international commission to investigate an alleged agreement to bury Israeli nuclear waste in 
Mauritania. He was released on January 17. 


The government of President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya denied their claim and accused them of 


damaging the "country's interests and image with unfounded accusations." 


Ould Taya said as he cast his ballot that the election represented the "victory of Mauritanian democracy 
against extremism and irresponsibility" and denounced the radical opposition for boycotting the polls. 


Ould Daddah had campaigned for the boycott in Nouakchott and in northern Nouadhibou. 
Polling was set to end at 7:00 p.m., and results were expected on Saturday. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 29 (Reuters) - Mauritanian voters went to the polls on Friday to elect local council 
members in a vote boycotted by main opposition parties in the West African state. 


Witnesses said turnout was sluggish with hardly any lines of voters seen at polling stations in the capital 
Nouakchott. 


Leaders of the main opposition parties called their supporters to boycott the poll after accusing the 
government of refusing to involve them in the organisation of elections. 


The People's Opposition Front groups the Union of Democratic Forces/New Era (UFD/EN) of Anmed Ould 
Daddah, Action for Change (AC) of freed slave Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the pro-Libyan Popular and 
Progressive Alliance (APP) and pro-lraq At-Taliaa. 


The ruling party and three moderate opposition allies participated in the poll. 


A total of 5,648 candidates were vying for 3,240 city hall seats across the largely desert country straddling 
Arab and Black Africa. More than one million people were registered to vote. 


A second round ballot is scheduled for February 5. 


Mauritania's president, former military ruler Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, took power in 1984 and won 


elections in 1992. He won re-election in 1997 in a poll boycotted by the main opposition. 
(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 31 (Reuters) - The Mauritanian government said on Sunday it had ordered a re-run of 
local council elections in all nine communes of the capital, Nouakchott, after discovering fraud. 


"Because of fraud, the authorities have decided to cancel the results of the polling in Nouakchott," Interior 
Minister Dah Ould Abdel Jelil said in a statement broadcast on state media. 


The election was on Friday. Full results have not yet been published but officials had said all the seats were 
won by the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS). 


The elections will be re-held on February 5, along with second round votes in eight other districts around the 
country where there was no outright first round winner, officials said. 


Polls in two other districts will be re-run on the same date following the discovery of "administrative errors". 


The main opposition parties had staged a boycott, accusing the government of refusing to involve them in the 
organisation of the election. Turnout was low, especially in Nouakchott, where the authorities said it was just 
22 percent. 


Mauritania's president, former military ruler Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, took power in 1984 and won 


election in 1992. He was re-elected in 1997 in a poll boycotted by the main opposition in the West African 
state. 
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Text of report by Jordanian radio on 3rd February 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah, the regent, received officials and ambassadors who 
congratulated him on his taking over as heir to the Hashimite throne. The crown prince welcomed Mauritanian 
Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamad Khouna, who conveyed the good wishes of Mauritania's 
President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. He was also reassured on his majesty the king's health. During 
the Royal Court meeting, which was attended by Prime Minster Fayiz al-Tarawinah, the regent and the 
Mauritanian premier also discussed bilateral ties and ways to promote cooperation between the two 
countries. 


Crown Prince Abdullah also received other well wishers, including the ambassadors of the United Arab 
Emirates, Iran, Germany, Switzerland, France and Belgium. Pope John Paul II also cabled the crown prince 
to wish him well for being designated as heir to the Hashimite throne. The cable said the pope was praying 
for welfare to Jordanians and for peace and security in the Middle East. 


Prince Abdullah also met US Ambassador to Jordan William Burns. The ambassador handed the crown 
prince a message from Vice-President Al Gore congratulating him on his assignment as heir to the throne. 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeniy Primakov also cabled his royal highness to express his wishes. He also 
said Jordanian-Russian ties would see further development in the future. 


[The Jordanian news agency Petra's web site (Amman, in English 3 Feb 99) added that the Iranian 
ambassador handed over to Abdullah a message for King Husayn from Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami. "The message dealt with Jordanian-lranian brotherly ties and wishes of the Iranian president to his 
majesty of speedy recovery, good health and more prosperity to the Jordanian people. The message also 
dealt with regional and international issues of mutual interest," Petra said.] 


Source: Radio Jordan, Amman, in English 1700 gmt 3 Feb 99. 
BBC Worldwide Monitoring/ (c) BBC 1999. 
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Source: Radio Jordan, Amman, in English 1700 gmt 3 Feb 99 
Text of report by Jordanian radio on 3rd February 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah, the regent, received officials and ambassadors who 
congratulated him on his taking over as heir to the Hashimite throne. The crown prince welcomed Mauritanian 
Prime Minister Cheikh El Afia Ould Mohamad Khouna, who conveyed the good wishes of Mauritania's 
President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. He was also reassured on his majesty the king's health. During 
the Royal Court meeting, which was attended by Prime Minster Fayiz al - Tarawinah, the regent and the 
Mauritanian premier also discussed bilateral ties and ways to promote cooperation between the two 
countries. 


Crown Prince Abdullah also received other well wishers, including the ambassadors of the United Arab 
Emirates, Iran, Germany, Switzerland, France and Belgium. Pope John Paul II also cabled the crown prince 
to wish him well for being designated as heir to the Hashimite throne. The cable said the pope was praying 
for welfare to Jordanians and for peace and security in the Middle East. 


Prince Abdullah also met US Ambassador to Jordan William Burns. The ambassador handed the crown 
prince a message from Vice-President Al Gore congratulating him on his assignment as heir to the throne. 
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeniy Primakov also cabled his royal highness to express his wishes. He also 
said Jordanian-Russian ties would see further development in the future. 


[The Jordanian news agency Petra's web site (Amman, in English 3 Feb 99) added that the Iranian 
ambassador handed over to Abdullah a message for King Husayn from Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami. "The message dealt with Jordanian-lranian brotherly ties and wishes of the Iranian president to his 
majesty of speedy recovery, good health and more prosperity to the Jordanian people. The message also 
dealt with regional and international issues of mutual interest," Petra said.]. 


(c) BBC Monitoring Summary of World Broadcasts. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania, Feb 12 (Reuters) - A wiry nomad wraps his black headscarf around his face 
against the searing heat, mounts his camel and sets off across the desert for the nearest town many hours 
away. 


It is a scene that has changed little for centuries in the arid interior of Moslem Mauritania in West Africa. 


But it belies a major transition going on in the country, a French colony until 1960, as it makes the difficult 
move from nomadism to a free market economy. 


In the capital Nouakchott, businesses are springing up, unwieldy state industries being privatised and trade 
liberalised after more than a decade of tough structural reform under the the World Bank. The Internet has 
even arrived in the indebted nation that straddles Arab and black Africa. 


"Mauritanian society is not per se a conservative one," said Jean Mazurelle, resident World Bank 
representative. "They know they won't survive without opening up to the outside world." 


The next years are crucial for Mauritania. The government has pledged to continue its hefty reforms and to 
cut poverty - 50 percent of Mauritanians live below the poverty line - as part of a scheme to reduce its foreign 
debt of $2.0 billion. 


But hangovers from the past such as Mauritania's legacy of slavery - a practice that has all but been 
eradicated - will need to be resolved to persuade the West that it is a truly modern nation. 


NOMADS LEARN TO ADAPT TO TOWN LIFE 


In 1960, 90 percent of the 2.3 million population were nomads roaming the bush with their animals. Now, due 
partly to a severe drought which caused a mass migration to the towns, half the population is urban and 
finding new ways to make a living. 


"Nomads never worked with their hands. They have had to adapt their mentalities as they can't all be 
chauffeurs and night watchmen," said Olivier Degreef, former UNICEF head in Nouakchott. "It's a real 
evolution." 


Mauritanians are naturally resourceful. 


In the dusty streets of Nouakchott, women in orange and purple veils eke out a living selling tiny plastic 
pouches of tobacco or steaming bowls of couscous at the side of the road. 


They are part of a burgeoning informal sector that has sprung up in response to a lack of salaried jobs. 


Business in Mauritania is controlled by five rich families, according to the World Bank, and there is as yet no 
efficient tax system to collect revenue and spread the wealth. 


But the government hopes that planned fiscal and commercial reforms will help create jobs and attract 
investment, which in turn should stimulate growth and reduce poverty. 


BIG POLITICAL UPHEAVALS 


As well as social change, Mauritania has been through big political upheavals. In four decades the country 
has gone from military rule to a fledgling democracy. 


President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who seized power in a 1984 bloodless coup, has won the past 


two elections since introducing multi-party rule in 1991. 


Opposition veteran Ahmed ould Daddah, who has been arrested several times, is scornful of Mauritania's 
current democracy. 


"We have no access to official media, we have been sent to prison...We have no democracy," he said. 


Power remains firmly in the hands of the Moors, with black Africans, many of whom are ex-slaves or 
descendants of slaves, having little say. 


However, Western commentators point to the fact that tangible improvements have been made to 
Mauritanians' daily lives, despite extremely basic infrastructure. 


Water and electricity have been supplied to many towns. Some 75 percent of the population has access to 
vital drugs, according to UNICEF. And around 80 percent of boys and 70 percent of girls are now in primary 
school education. 


"The government may be determined to get the vote by hook or by crook but look what it has achieved in 
education and health," said one Western diplomatic source. 


SLAVERY ISSUE TO BE RESOLVED 


One of the most pressing issues for the government now is to clear up the problems relating to slavery, such 
as social inequality and extreme poverty among Harratin, or former slaves. 


Slavery in Mauritania dates back hundreds of years to when traders travelled the ancient salt route between 
Morocco and Senegal, looking to exchange salt and gold for slaves. 


The practice of slavery has been banned several times in the country, most recently in 1980. But while there 
are no longer any slave markets, human rights groups say some people still work for no salary in remote rural 
areas. 


"There are a multitude of problems here linked to slavery but it is not here as an active institution," said a 
Western diplomatic source. 


The question now is how to rehabilitate the former slaves. 


"We need positive discrimination as part of an economic programme for the Harratin community," said ould 
Daddah. "They have little education and relations are still fairly feudal with their former masters." 


One positive development was the government's establishment in May last year of a Commission for Human 
Rights to help the poorest and most vulnerable sections of society. 


The opposition dismissed the move as a cynical measure to "throw powder in people's eyes" and improve 
Mauritania's image abroad. 


However, the World Bank's Mazurelle sees it as a sign of real progress. 


"The Mauritanian mentality is one that is changing the most rapidly in the world," said Mazurelle. "When | 
arrived 20 months ago it was impossible to envisage the Internet here or the privatisation of the telecoms 
sector, which is happening, or a Commission for Human Rights. Now they have that too." 


(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 


Document Iba0000020010908dv2c0404i 


REUTERS 





GOVERNMENT LIST. 


183 words 

13 May 1999 

04:35 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 1999 Reuters Limited 


MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (990513) 


President..........csssee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid Ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DGMCNCC. carccietsatttitincianesianeis Kaba Ould ELEYA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed Ould NANI 
Equcattion.........cccceeceeeseeeeees Sghaer Ould M'BARECK 
FINANCC:. cccpscceccscceetessseescatectsne Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed el Mokhtar Ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............ Ahmed Ould SID'AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs... eee Diye BA (Mrs) 

Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 
JUSUCO Hirth enraeieawne. Mohamed Salem ould MERZOG 

Mining & Industry.........eeeeeeeeeeeees Shagh Ould RAJEL 


Rural Development & 


Environment.............00 Mohamed Ould Sid'Ahmed LEKHAL 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism... eee Ahamdy Ould HAMADY 
Transport, Supplies... Lamine Kayou NGAIDE 


Water, Energy........ceceeeeeeees Cheikh Ahmed ould ZAHAF 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 


NOTE: 





Any comments/queries on the content of this 


government list, please contact the Reuters 





Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (171) 542 


7968. 


( 





End Government List). 


(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 13 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has sacked his 


ministers for Economic Affairs and Justice in a minor cabinet shuffle, an official statement said on Thursday. 


It said Sid'el Moctar ould Naji had been replaced as Minister for Economic Affairs and Development by 
Mohamed Ould Nani, a senior aide at the presidency. 


Justice Minister Mohamed Lemine Ould Ahmed's post had been assigned to Mohamed Salem ould Merzog, 
until now the Minister for Water and Energy. The Water and Energy ministry is now headed by Cheikh Anmed 
ould Zahaf, who is new to the cabinet. 


No reason was given for the changes. 
(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 4 (Reuters) - King Abdullah of Jordan arrived in Mauritania on Sunday on the final leg of 
a brief tour of Arab states, witnesses said. 


He was greeted at the airport in Nouakchott by Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 


Mauritanian officials said King Abdullah was expected to stay for four or five hours in Nouakchott, flying out 
again early on Sunday evening. 


They could not say what the two leaders would be discussing. 
The Jordanian monarch's tour, which began on Friday, has also taken in Yemen, Sudan and Morocco. 


Jordanian officials have said plans to hold an Arab summit to improve relations between Arab countries plus 
the Middle East peace process were on his agenda. 


King Abdullah had arrived from Morocco where he held talks with King Hassan focusing on strengthening 
bilateral ties and the prospects for the planned summit, the official Moroccan news agency MAP said. 


Diplomats in Rabat said that Jordan, Egypt and Morocco were pushing for such a summit to plot an Arab 
strategy to deal with Israeli Prime Minister-elect Ehud Barak who takes office on July 7. 


Arab governments have blamed Israel's outgoing right-wing leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, for the stalemate in 
the Middle East peace process. 


The Jordanian monarch, who took the throne following the death of his father in February, has so far visited 
13 Arab countries in which he managed to mend ties with neighbouring Syria and improve strained relations 
with some Gulf states. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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Excerpt from report in English by Jordanian TV on 4th July 


His majesty the king has concluded a tour of four Arab states with a visit to Mauritania. King Abdullah headed 
to London after concluding talks with the Mauritanian president, which centred on cooperation in trade and 


agriculture. The two leaders said they were committed to increasing trade and the flow of goods between the 
two countries. His majesty also briefed President Masia Old S EAR IISATayE on his visits to Arab and 
friendly countries. 


Amman and Nouakchott also called for reviving peace negotiations on all tracks and renewing people's 
confidence in the future of peace, security and prosperity. 


King Abdullah had arrived in Nouakchott [on 4th July] from Rabat, where he held talks with King Hassan 
focusing on strengthening bilateral ties and healing inter-Arab rifts... 


Source: Jordanian TV, Amman, in English 1900 gmt 4 Jul 99. 
BBC Worldwide Monitoring/ (c) BBC 1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (PANA, 07/11/99) - Gen. Ansumane Mane, who headed the military junta that 
overthrew Guinea Bissau President Joao Bernardo Vieira 7 May from power, arrived Saturday in Nouakchott 
for an official visit with an unspecified duration. 


Mane held initial talks with Mauritanian President, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, shortly upon arrival. 
In a press statement, Mane said his visit was a friendly one to Ould Taya. 

By Mildred Mulenga, PANA Staff Correspondent 

Copyright 1999 Panafrican News Agency (PANA). Distributed via Africa News Online. 

Distributed via COMTEX News. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (PANA, 07/11/99) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania 
intends to alert his counterparts at the OAU summit in Algiers on the crisis between his country and France, 
official sources in Nouakchott disclosed Sunday. 


A row developed between France and Mauritania after the French judiciary indicted a Mauritanian army 
officer, who is being accused of having tortured dar-skinned Mauritanians. 


The officer was indicted while undergoing training under a joint military cooperation agreement in France's 
Montpellier province. 


Nouakchott reacted by ordering the repatriation of some 40 French advisers in Mauritania by 1 August. 


Meanwhile, defense lawyers have petitioned the release of the officer on bail before the Montpellier Tribunal 
which is expected to rule on the request at least by 20 July. 


The International Human Rights Federation and the International Human Rights League are claiming the 
"crime of torture" of dark-skinned officers by the detained Mauritain officer. 


The disposition of French military advisers under expulsion in Mauritania, who have already repatriated their 
families, is dependent on the outcome of petition before the Montpellier tribunal. 


Copyright 1999 Panafrican News Agency (PANA). Distributed via Africa News Online. 
Distributed via COMTEX News. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 24 (Reuters) - Mauritania has declared an unprecedented seven days of national 
mourning for King Hassan of Morocco, who died aged 70 of a heart attack. 


State radio and television broke into normal programmes late on Friday to announce the death and began 
broadcasting verses from the Koran. 


Officials said that President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya would travel to Morocco to attend the funeral. 


The only comparable period of mourning in the West African nation was in 1990 when Taya's wife died and 
the government declared three days of national mourning. 


Mainly Moslem Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa, took a stake with Morocco in the disputed 
Western Sahara after Spain withdrew from the territory in 1976. 


Morocco later took over the Mauritanian part after Mauritania pulled out in 1979 in the face of sustained 
attacks by the Polisario Front, which declared its own republic in the territory. Polisario took the war into 
Mauritania itself. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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RABAT, July 25 (Reuters) - Morocco said heads of state and 
leading representatives from around 50 countries would attend 
the funeral of King Hassan on Sunday. Hassan died on Friday 
after a heart attack. 


Following is a provisional list: 


ALGERIA - President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 





ARAB LEAGUE - Secretary-General Esmat Abdel-Meguid 


AUSTRIA - Parliamentary speaker Heinz Fischer 
BAHRAIN - Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa 





BANGLADESH - Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 


w 


ELGIUM - King Albert, Foreign Minister Louis Michel 
BENIN - President Mathieu Kerekou 





BURKINA FASO - President Blaise Compaore 








BRITAIN - Prince Charles, Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
CAMEROUN - President Paul Biya 

CANADA - Governor General Romeo LeBlanc 

CHINA - State adviser Ismael Amat 

DJIBOUTI - President Ismail Omar Guelleh 

EGYPT - President Hosni Mubarak 








EQUATORIAL GUINEA - President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
EU PARLIAMENT - Speaker Nicole Fontaine 


EU COMMISSION - Commissioner Hans Van Der Broek 






































FRANCE - President Jacques Chirac, Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine, former 
president Valery Giscard d' Estaing 
GABON - President Omar Bongo 
GAMBIA - President Yahya Jammeh 
GERMANY - President Johannes Rau 
GUINEA - President Lansana Conte 
TRAQ - Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan 
TRAN - Vice-President Hassan Habibi 
ISRAEL - President Ezer Weizman, Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak, Foreign Minister David Levy 


ITALY - President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini 


IVORY COAST - President Henri Konan Bedie 








JAPAN - Prince Takamado, former prime minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto 

JORDAN - King Abdullah 

KUWAIT - Crown prince Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla 
al-Sabah 

LEBANON - President Emile Lahud 

MALTA - President Guido De Marco 


MAURITANIA - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


NETHERLANDS - Princess Margaret, Secretary of State for 





European Affairs Dick Benschop 


NIGERIA - President Olusegun Obasanjo 

NORWAY - Crown Prince Haakon, Foreign Minister 
Knut Vollebaek 

OMAN - Secretary general of the Foreign 





Ministry Haitham bin Tarek, representing 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said 
PAKISTAN - President Mohammad Rafiq Tarar 


PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY - President Yasser Arafat 


PORTUGAL - President Jorge Sampaio 





QATAR - Crown Prince Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa al-Thani 
RUSSIA - Speaker of Upper House (Federation 


Council) Yegor Stroyev 


SAUDI ARABIA - Second Deputy Prime Minister Prince 


Sultan bin Abdul-Aziz 
SENEGAL - President Abdou Diouf 











SOUTH AFRICA - President Thabo Mbeki 


SPAIN - King Juan Carlos, Queen Sofia, 
Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar 


SWITZERLAND - President Ruth Dreifuss 








SYRIA - President Hafez al-Assad 

TOGO - President Gnassingbe Eyadema 
TUNISIA - President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 
TURKEY - President Suleymen Demirel 

U. A. EL - Defence Minister Sheikh 








Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum 


UNITED NATIONS - Secretary-General Kofi Annan 


UNITED STATES - President Bill Clinton and first lady 


Hillary Clinton 
YEMEN - President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
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RABAT, Morocco (PANA, 07/25/99) - World leaders, including 14 African heads of state, have arrived in 
Morrocco to attend the funeral of King Hassan II Sunday afternoon in Rabat. 


They are Presidents Abelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria, Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Mathieu Kerekou of Benin, 
Blaise Compaore of Burkina, Paul Biya of Cameroon, Henri Konan Bedie of Cote d'Ivoire and Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt. 


Presidents Yahya Jammeh of Gambia, Lansana Conte of Guinea, Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo of 
Equatorial Guinea, i of Mauritania, Abdou Diouf of Senegal, Gnassingbe 
Eyadema of Togo and Zine El Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia are also in Morocco for the funeral. 


For his part, Gabon's Omar Bongo has extended his stay in Rabat to attend the late king's funeral. He was 
initially due to return home on Saturday after a private visit of several days to Morocco. 


Meanwhile, heads of state and government as well as several personalities have come from other regions of 
the world to attend the funeral of King Hassan, who died of a heart attack Friday in Rabat. 


Among them are King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain, Presidents Yasser Arafat of Palestine, Bill 
Clinton of the US, Jacques Chirac of France, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi of Italy and Prince Charles of Great 
Britain. 


French foreign minister Hubert Vedrine is also in Morocco representing his government, as well as Cheikh 
Hamad Ben Issa Al-Khalifa - the Emir of Bahrein, Kuwaiti crown prince and prime minister Cheikh Saad 
Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah, and Saudi defence minister Prince Sultan Ben Abdel Aziz. 


Other sympathizers in Rabat are British foreign minister Robin Cook, former Japanese prime minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, Prince Takamado - a cousin to Japanese Emperor Akihito, the speaker of the upper house of the 
Russian parliament Egor Stroiev, Yemeni president Ali Abdallah Saleh, Iraqi vice-president Taha Yassine 
Ramadan and foreign minister Mohammad Said Al-Sahhaf. 


King Albert Il of Belgium and his foreign minister Louis Michel, Bangladeshi prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed, Israeli president Ezer Weizman, prime minister Ehud Barak and foreing minister David Levy will also 
on hand for funeral. 


Thousands of grieving Moroccans are still rallying in front the royal palace in Rabat to express their 
condolences and and sorrow to the royal family. 


The streets of Rabat spontaneously became packed with throngs immediately following announcement of the 
king's death Friday. 


Men, women, young and old, carrying posters of the late king and the national flag, chanted "God is great", 
"Goodbye Your Majesty" or "You shall live in our hearts", thronged the palace gates to pay a last tribute to 
King Hassan. 


Outside the palace, they recited verses from the Quran and prayed for God to welcome their king to paradise. 
They then chanted slogans hailing his successor, King Mohammed Ben Al-Hassan. 


Copyright 1999 Panafrican News Agency (PANA). Distributed via Africa News Online. 
Distributed via COMTEX News. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 6 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya decided at the 


last minute not to attend the Organisation of African Unity (OQAU) summit in Libya and has sent his prime 
minister instead, a source close to the government said on Monday. 


No reason has been announced but the source said Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi had recently criticised 
the diplomatic relations between Mauritania and Israel, restored in November 1995 and a source of friction 
between Tripoli and Nouakchott ever since. 


The OAU summit, called by Gaddafi to discuss his plans for closer African unity, will take place in Sirte on 
September 8 and 9. 


(C) Reuters Limited 1999. 
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The city of Nuremberg is inextricably linked with Germany's Nazi past. During the Third Reich, it served as 
the party's model city and was the site of torchlight parades to celebrate racist values. 


After World War Il, it was the scene of trials for Nazi leaders accused of crimes against humanity. 


So some may be surprised to learn that Nuremberg now gives out an annual international peace and 
human-rights prize. For this city, in the western region of Bavaria, also has a much older tradition of peace, 
which was celebrated over the weekend. 


The Nuremberg Peace Banquet is a festival dating back to 1649 and the Peace of Westphalia, ending the 
30-Years' War. Despite steady rain, thousands of Nurembergers turned out with their umbrellas for a common 
"peace meal" on outdoor picnic tables stretching through the historic inner city. The 4.6 miles of benches 
formed "the world's longest peace banquet." 


Considering the downpour, observers here offered an apt spin, stressing that defense of human rights needs 
year-round vigilance "and not just in fair weather." 


This year's prize was awarded to Mauritanian lawyer Fatimata M'Baye, for her work as an advocate for 
African women and children. 


Located in western Africa, Mauritania is a mostly desert nation (the Western Sahara) a little larger than Texas 
and New Mexico combined. It is an Islamic republic of 2.4 million, and much of the legal system is based on 
Sharia, or Islamic law. President Maaouya Ould Sid! , in power since 1984, was reelected in 
1997 in elections widely regarded as fraudulent. 


In its 1998 country report on human rights practices, the US State Department said the "government's human 
rights record remained poor ... although there was some improvement in a few areas.... Democratic 
institutions remain rudimentary ... and in practice the right to a fair trial was restricted." 


Mauritania's Arab Moorish government has twice sentenced Ms. M'Baye to prison for speaking out against 
vestiges of slavery, a practice officially outlawed in her country in 1980. It took a strong world protest in 1998 
to gain her release from serving the second jail sentence. 


Still today, M'Baye insists, Mauritania's ruling Moors are "stifling the liberties and rights of individuals" on 
ethnic, tribal, regional, or social grounds. 


Nuremberg's current lord mayor, Ludwig Scholz, pointed to the irony as he lauded the jury's choice, recalling 
1935 when the Nazis "proclaimed their degrading and inhumane racial laws" as well as the city's postwar 
redemption policy. 


In explaining their choice, the prize award panel, including Czech Republic President Vaclav Havel, described 
M'Baye as a symbolic figure fighting for respect of human rights in Africa. 


The prizewinner herself seemed ill at ease in the spotlight, quoting a proverb of her ethnic group, the Haal 
Pulaar: "Those who blow their own trumpet tend to heap gold and silver on their heads." 


She credited her "fighting spirit" and her insistence on human dignity for all to her mother's influence in raising 
a large Muslim family. 


"It was she," M'Baye said in her acceptance speech, "who brought up her children, girls and boys alike, ina 
spirit of love and respect for each other. 


This outlook made M'Baye a determined fighter for equal rights as a teenager and during her university years 
in the capital, Noukchott. Every day, she told her Nuremberg audience, she saw men, women, and children 
"becoming victims of all kinds of oppression, contempt, and humiliation, and living in conditions of abject 
poverty." 


M'Baye told the audience she had only known their city from high- school history books focusing on the 
horrors of World War Il. Yet she now sees it as "a symbol of great hope in the world." (c) Copyright 1999. The 
Christian Science Publishing Society 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 8 (AFP)- Britain's new ambassador to Mauritania announced the likelihood of joint 
military manoeuvres as well as stepping up cooperation in education and economic partnership, after he 
presented his credentials. President GARGS ANNES and the ambassador from the United 
Kingdom, Anthony Michael Layden, on Thursday held private talks. Layden said afterwards that they had 
discussed holding joint military exercises but not fixed any date. Britain also plans to step up cooperation with 


the largely desert nation in northwest Africa, Layden said. Education reforms introduced this year mean that 
English will be the second language taught in Mauritanian schools, after French. 
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ALGIERS, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritanian Prime Minister Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna arrived in 
Algiers on Monday to explain his country's decision to establish full diplomatic ties with Israel last month. 


Nouakchott said it had established full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state to help support the Middle 
East peace process, incurring criticism from the Arab League and some Arab states. 


"I'm carrying a message from (Mauritanian) President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to President 


Abdelaziz Bouteflika," he told the Algerian official news agency APS. 


He did not elaborate but diplomats said Knouna would hammer the message home that Nouakchott's 
diplomatic move was aimed at furthering the peace process between Israel and its neighbours. 


The Mauritanian premier travelled to Morocco last week for the same reason. Mauritania became the first 
country among the five-member Maghreb Arab Union (MAU) to establish full diplomatic links with Israel. 


Besides Mauritania, the MAU includes Algeria, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia. Rabat and Tunis have only 
low-level diplomatic ties with Tel Aviv. 


Algeria said it would establish diplomatic ties with Israel only when the Jewish state reached a just and 
comprehensive peace accord with the Palestinians, Syria and Lebanon. 


Libya, which opposes any peace dealings with Israel, had urged MAU countries to fight Mauritania's decision 
but Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia have yet to express publicly their positions. 


Mauritania broke its diplomatic relations with lraq last week after Baghdad strongly criticised the diplomatic 
move. 
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ALGIERS, Dec 1 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Algerian press on Wednesday. Reuters has 
not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


AL CHAAB 


- French Senate President Christian Poncelet's visit to Algeria underlines the improving ties between Algiers 
and Paris. 


EL WATAN 


- A bomb explosion kills two people and wounds two others near the Oued Roumane area in the western 
province of Chlef. 


EL MOUDJAHID 


- The parliament approved the budget for 2000 on Tuesday. The three pro-government parties, the National 
Democratic Rally (RND), the Movement for a Peaceful Society (MPS) and the National Liberation Front (FLN) 
voted for the budget. The three parties control two-thirds of the 380-member parliament. Opposition deputies 
voted against the budget which forecasts a 220 billion dinars ($3.4 billion) deficit. 


EL ACIL 


- University students are due to stage a rally near Prime Minister Ismail Hamdani's office in central Algiers on 
Wednesday to protest against a lack of funds allocated to the unversity. 


EL YOUM 


- President Abdelaziz Bouteflika congratulates Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya on 


the occasion of the anniversary of his country's independence, despite their disagreement over normalising 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 
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ABIDJAN, Dec 27 (Reuters) - Mauritania, a founder member of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), has announced plans to leave the 16-nation bloc. 


Prime Minister Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, addressing parliament on Sunday (rpt Sunday), linked 
the move to decisions taken at the grouping's last annual summit in Togo in early December. 


Khouna gave no specifics but a senior official linked the decision to fears that the summit's vision of greater 
regional integration, with a single currency and cross-border mobility, could threaten Mauritania's delicate 
political balance. 


"The absence of controls could, eventually, lead to a massive influx into Mauritania and provoke a deep 
imbalance," the official, wno asked to remain anonymous, said. 


Mauritania spans black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors dominate political power in the former French 
colony. Black Africans, some of them descendants of slaves to the Moors, have little say in the running of the 
country. 


But the decision was not universally welcomed in the business world. "Our products are more competitive in 
Africa than in the Arab world, where we have nothing to offer," one banker said. "Our future is in the south." 


"(President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed) Taya has just cut the only important link between Mauritania and the 


black continent," one Moorish trader commented. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 4 (Reuters) - An opposition party in Mauritania has condemned the government's 
decision to quit the 16-nation Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), saying it could hurt 
diplomatic relations and the interests of Mauritanians scattered around the region. 


Mauritania spans black and Arab Africa. Light-skinned Moors dominate political power in the former French 
colony while black Africans, some of them descendants of slaves to the Moors, have little say in the running 
of the country. 


The National Union for Democracy and Development (UNDD), led by Koita Tidjane, a black African, said in a 
statement the country should serve as a link between north and sub-Saharan Africa. 


"Whatever aid is given, however big, if it is offered in order to make us just West Africans or just North 
Africans, it should be purely and simply rejected, since we are both at the same time," the UNDD said. 


Prime Minister Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna told parliament on December 26 of the decision to leave 
ECOWAS, linking it to decisions taken at the group's annual summit in Togo in early December. 


A senior official said the government feared the summit's vision of greater regional integration, with a single 
currency and cross-border mobility, could threaten Mauritania's delicate political balance. 


UNDD leader Tidjane said he had met President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to express his party's 


concern. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president has met a delegation of Israeli parliament 
members, the first to visit the West African nation. 


The Israeli delegation arrived in Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa, on Tuesday and met 
President ia ah Wednesday 


"We are very happy to be here at a time when we are passing through a new stage in relations between 
Israel and Arab states," Noami Hazan, the head of the delegation told reporters. 


Israel and Mauritania, a member of the Arab League, established diplomatic relations in 1999. The two 
countries signed a mutual recognition pact in 1995. 


Mauritania, the third Arab state to sign such a deal after Egypt and Jordan, attracted strong criticism from 
Libya and other league members. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 9 (Reuters) - A group of Israeli parliamentarians ended a controversial five-day visit to 
Mauritania on Sunday with an agreement to create an association to work for peace with their Mauritanian 
counterparts. 


Naomi Chazan, a member of the Israeli Knesset, said it had been "an historic visit for Israel and the Arab 
world". 


"We had a warm welcome. | don't have the words to express my feelings," she said, expressing the hope that 
there would be a reciprocal visit to Israel soon by Mauritanian lawmakers. 


Opposition politicians and Arab groups in Mauritania have denounced increasingly warm relations with Israel, 
and the visit was criticised during prayers in several mosques in Nouakchott on Friday. 


The Israeli delegation, which included both Labour and Likud members, met Mauritanian president Maaouya. 
‘Ahmed Taya and visited the north of the country to look at oasis projects which Israel is helping. 


Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa and is a member of the Arab League, established 
diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. The two countries signed a mutual recognition pact in 1995. 


Relations with Algeria have grown frosty as a result and relations with Iraq have been broken. Libya has also 
criticised the rapprochement with Israel. 
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RABAT, April 11 (Reuters) - Illness has forced U.N. envoy James Baker to abandon a North African tour 
aimed at reviving the deadlocked peace plan for the Western Sahara, an official said on Tuesday. 


David Chikvaidze, who is coordinating the visit, said the former U.S. Secretary of State had to cancel his 
scheduled stop in Mauritania because of bronchitis and had been advised by doctors to return home 
immediately. 


Baker, 69, flew home to the U.S. via Madrid on Tuesday afternoon. 


Baker's tour was aimed at resolving differences between Morocco and the Polisario Front to try to unlock the 
U.N. sponsored peace plan for the Western Sahara. 


A vote was originally set for January 1992 to decide whether the former Spanish colony would be 
incorporated into Morocco, which controls most of it, or become independent, as Polisario wants. The 
referendum has been delayed repeatedly. 


Baker met Morocco's King Mohammed on Monday following a visit to Algeria, where he held talks with 
Polisario chief Mohamed Abdelaziz at his headquarters in the southwestern desert town of Tindouf. 


Chikvaidze said Baker had apologised by telephone to Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid-Ahmed _ 


for being unable to visit. Mauritania borders Western Sahara to the south. 


"Because of health problems...| decided to cut short my visit and return home," Baker told reporters in a brief 
statement as he prepared to leave Rabat. 


A veteran Western diplomat told Reuters that Baker's visit had aimed to "narrow the gap between the two 
sides through direct dialogue". 


"Baker is a realistic diplomat who is trying to explain to all parties in the region the consequences of almost 
nine years of deadlocked peace plan," the diplomat said. 


All parties, including Algeria, want a solution within the framework of the U.N. referendum over the future of 
the disputed desert territory, he said. 


Another diplomat said the U.N. diplomacy aims to nudge the two parties towards "direct dialogue" over an 
alternative to the current logjam that includes "the self-rule option" to end the 25-year dispute. 


In recent weeks, Moroccan newspapers have raised the possibility of self-rule in the Western Sahara under 
Moroccan sovereignty but government officials publicly dismissed this solution as a non-starter. 
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RABAT, April 11 (Reuters) - Illness has forced U.N. envoy James Baker to cut short a North African tour 
aimed at reviving the deadlocked peace plan for the Western Sahara, an official said on Tuesday. 


David Chikvaidze, who is coordinating the visit, said the former U.S. Secretary of State had to cancel his 
scheduled stop in Mauritania because of bronchitis and had been advised by doctors to return home 
immediately. 


"Mr Baker will leave Rabat later this afternoon and a statement on his mission would be released soon," he 
said without giving more details. 


Baker's tour was aimed at resolving differences between Morocco and the Polisario Front to unlock the U.N. 
sponsored peace plan for the Western Sahara. 


A vote was originally set for January 1992 to decide whether the former Spanish colony would be 
incorporated into Morocco, which controls most of it, or become independent, as Polisario wants. The 
referendum has been delayed repeatedly. 


Baker met Morocco's King Mohammed on Monday following a visit to Algeria, where he held talks with 
Polisario chief Mohamed Abdelaziz at his headquarters in the southwestern desert town of Tindouf. 


Chikvaidze said Baker had apologised by telephone to Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid-Ahmed _ 


for being unable to visit. Mauritania borders Western Sahara to the south. 
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RABAT, April 20 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Thursday. Reuters has 
not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


L'ECONOMISTE 

- Casablanca's port resumes its activity after a six-day strike by some 3,000 civil servants and dockers. 
- King Mohammed names a dozen new ambassadors to several countries, including the United States. 
AL BAYANE 


- Former philosophy teacher, cinema producer and television manager Noureddine Sail was named 
managing director of Casablanca-based 2M Television after the sacking of three of its senior managers. 


LE MATIN 


- In a ministerial meeting, King Mohammed urges the Socialist-led government members to take care of 
people affected by the drought in rural areas. 


- Morocco's business community association CGEM urges talks with labour unions over social disputes. 
AL ITTIHAD ALICHTIRAKI 

- U.S. senior army officer Henry Shelton to start a two-day visit to Morocco to discuss military cooperation. 
ASSABAH 

- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is due in Morocco next week. 

AL AHDATH ALMAGHRIBIA 


- OMDH human rights group calls for reform of laws regulating the press after the recent banning of two 
newspapers over the Western Sahara issue. 
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This diary is updated every week and new listings or amendments are marked with an asterisk. 
WEDNESDAY - APRIL 26 


*TANGIERS - King Mohammed and Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya meet in the 


northern city of Tangiers. 
*RABAT - State-run Maroc Telecom holds its general assembly meeting. 
FRIDAY - APRIL 28 


*MARRAKESH - Paris-based International Barristers' Union holds a two-day meeting debating foreign 
investment in Morocco. 


END-APRIL (Date not provided) 

*RABAT - World Bank chief James Wolfensohn visits Morocco. 

TUESDAY - MAY 2 

CASABLANCA - Start of the Moroccan-Arab Gulf meeting aimed at boosting investment partnership. 
FRIDAY - MAY 5 

CASABLANCA - Start of a ten-day auto fair. 

TUESDAY - MAY 9 

CASABLANCA - Start of Morocco's 10th women car rally "Trophee Aicha des Gazelles". 
SATURDAY - JUNE 24 


CASABLANCA - Moroccan-US. Trade and Investment Council launches a weeklong roadshow in the United 
States to attract investments in projects in Morocco worth $2.0 billion. 


AUGUST (date not provided) 

RABAT - Sale of up to 35 percent of the $5.0-billion worth state-run Maroc Telecom. 
((-Newsroom +212-7 720065)). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 24 (Reuters) - State security police arrested a Mauritanian opposition leader on 
Monday, two days before he was due to hold a public meeting, party and legal sources said. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, secretary-general of the Union of Democratic Forces (UFD), was arrested by four state 
security police in his office early in the afternoon, party colleagues told Reuters. 


They said the police had returned briefly to pick up drugs Daddah was taking for a heart condition, but that 
Daddah was still being held. 


Daddah's lawyer, Brahim Ould Ebbety, told Reuters that at the same time as Daddah was arrested he had 
been informed by the authorities that a public meeting he had been planning for Wednesday had been 
prohibited. 


A source at the Interior Ministry who declined to be named said it was believed that Daddah had been making 
speeches to incite violence, and planned to do so again at Wednesday's meeting. 


"It was a meeting of defiance to encourage the struggle for respect for the constitution,” Ebbety said. 


He said Daddah had intended to make certain demands at the meeting, including an inquiry into the 
acquisition of wealth by members of President ‘Ahmed Taya’s entourage. 


Other demands included the establishment of an independent electoral commission, access for all political 
parties to the state media and an investigation into past human rights abuses in the West African country. 


Daddah was arrested in December 1998 along with another party official for "incitement to intolerance and 
actions which may endanger public order and peace", when he accused the government of importing nuclear 
waste from Israel and demanded an inquiry. The pair were released a month later. 
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RABAT, April 25 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Tuesday. Reuters has 
not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LIBERATION 


- Government spokesman Khalid Alioua denies reports of the withrawal of a draft labour law from parliament. 
Officials said earlier the government had withdrawn the law, which gave employers wider powers to sack 
staff, after pressure from trade unions. 


LE MATIN 


- King Mohammed arrived in the northern city of Tangiers on Monday to launch anti-drought projects. On 
Wednesday, he will meet Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya 


L'ECONOMISTE 
- Morocco's BMCE Bank sells all its stakes in conglomerate ONA and SNI . 


- Morocco's money supply rose 8.0 percent in January to 268 billion dirhams ($25.50 billion) compared with 
the same month of last year. 


ASSABAH 


- State-run oil prospecting Office National de Recherche et D'Exploitation Petroliere (ONAREP) has signed an 
accord with U.S. firm Lone Star. 


AL BAYANE 
- King Mohammed chairs the opening of the Royal Academy's spring session. 
AL ALAM 


- King Mohammed and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak will meet next month in Cairo to chair the annual 
joint high commission aiming to boost economic partnership. 


($1=10.509 Moroccan Dirhams). 
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RABAT, April 26 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrived in Morocco on 


Wednesday for talks expected to focus on the Western Sahara dispute and efforts to revive the long-dormant 
Arab Maghreb Union (AMU). 


The official MAP news agency said King Mohammed greeted Taya on his arrival in the northern city of 
Tangiers. They were to discuss bilateral and regional issues, MAP added. 


The five-nation AMU was set up in 1989 as a political and economic grouping, but it has never taken off, due 
mainly to the Western Sahara dispute between key members Algeria and Morocco. 


The United Nations has failed repeatedly to hold a referendum in the desert territory to decide whether it 
should be incorporated into Morocco, which controls most of the former Spanish colony, or become 
independent as sought by the Algeria-backed Polisario Front. 


Mauritania pulled out of southern parts of the Western Sahara in 1979, four years after Spain withdrew from 
the territory. But Nouakchott has observer status in long-running U.N.-brokered peace talks. 
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RABAT, April 26 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Wednesday. Reuters 
has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE MATIN 

- King Mohammed holds talks with Admiral Charles Abbot, commander in chief of U.S. forces in Europe. 
L'ECONOMISTE 

- Number of foreign tourists visiting Morocco rose 14.1 percent to 524,367 in first quarter of 2000. 
L'OPINION 

- Morocco applies for presidency of Arab Organisation for Agricultural Development. 

BAYANE AL YOUM 

- Amnesty International and Moroccan Education Ministry launch compaign on human rights education. 
AL ITTIHAD AL ISHTIRAKI 


- Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya starts three-day official visit to Morocco on 


Wednesday. 

ASSABAH 

- Energy Ministry launches electrification programme in rural areas. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 26 (Reuters) - Up to a dozen people were injured in Mauritania on Wednesday when 
police broke up a protest by supporters of detained opposition politician Anmed Ould Daddah, witnesses said. 


Authorities had banned the protest, which Ould Daddah and his Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) called 
before his arrest on Monday. 


Police moved in to disperse 300 supporters who took to the streets of the capital Nouakchott in defiance of 
the ban. 


Ould Daddah, runner-up in a 1992 presidential election won by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, 
boycotted a subsequent election in 1997. Taya, who took power in a bloodless coup in 1984, won that 
election as well. 


An interior ministry source said Ould Daddah had been arrested for inciting violence in his speeches. 
Light-skinned Moors dominate power in the West African nation, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Ould Daddah's lawyer said on Monday that Wednesday's meeting had been called to urge respect for the 
constitution. 


Ould Daddah, who is a Moor, had planned to make a number of calls, including a demand for an inquiry into 
the acquisition of wealth by members of Taya's entourage, he said. 


Other demands included creation of an independent national electoral commission, access for all political 
parties to state media and an investigation into rights abuses. 


Ould Daddah was arrested in December 1998 and accused of inciting intolerance and acts liable to endanger 
public order and peace. He was freed a month later. 
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RABAT, April 27 (Reuters) - Mauritania, which angered many Arabs by establishing full diplomatic ties with 
Israel, has said it supports an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital. 


In a speech in Morocco late on Wednesday, President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya also called for a full 


Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights and south Lebanon and the end of U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 


"We hope Arab-Israeli peace talks will resume in a positive spirit to achieve total (Israeli) withdrawal from all 
Arab territories, including the Syrian Golan and south Lebanon and an independent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital," he said after talks with Morocco's King Mohammed. 


"We also call for the lifting of the embargo imposed on Iraq to put an end to the suffering of the Iraqi people. 
These sanctions have lasted for too long," Taya said. 


Taya arrived in the northern Moroccan city of Tangiers on Wednesday for a three-day visit. Diplomats have 
said his talks would also deal with the Western Sahara dispute and efforts to revive the long-dormant Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU). 


Taya did not mention his decision in October that made Mauritania the third Arab country after Egypt and 
Jordan to establish full diplomatic ties with Israel. 


Iraq criticised the move and cut diplomatic relations, while ties with fellow AMU member Algeria deteriorated. 


Morocco has stayed neutral, but has refused to upgrade its low-level ties with Israel, saying it would wait for 
more tangible progress in Arab-Israeli peace talks. 


The AMU was set up in 1989 as a political and economic alliance between Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Mauritania and Libya. But it never took off due to regional rivalry and the Western Saharan dispute between 
key members Algeria and Morocco. 


Algeria backs the Polisario Front that seeks independence in the former Spanish colony, most of which is 
controlled by Morocco. A U.N. referendum on the future of the territory has been repeatedly delayed due to 
differences between the two sides on who is eligible to vote. 
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RABAT, April 27 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Thursday. Reuters has 
not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


L'OPINION 


- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya arrives in Morocco for a three-day visit. Discussions 


with King Mohammed will focus on the revival of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU). 
LIBERATION 

- Spanish police arrest 18 Moroccan illegal immigrants near Ceuta. 
L'ECONOMISTE 


- Customs revenues rose 1.7 percent at the end of February from last year despite a decline in customs 
duties. 


BAYANE AL YOUM 


- Employees at hotels in Casablanca and neighbouring Mohammedia stage a one-day strike to protest 
against the sacking of employees at a hotel in Mohammedia. 


LE NOUVELLE TRIBUNE 


- France's Credit Lyonnais Chairman Jean Peyrelevade says his bank will not sell its majority stake in 
Morocco's Credit du Maroc . 


AL ITTIHAD AL ICHTIRAKI 


- Lonestar, an arm of U.S. Skidmore signs a $50 million concession agreement to drill for oil in three 
south-eastern Moroccan regions. 
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RABAT, April 28 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Moroccan press on Friday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE MATIN 
- Spain's Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar will visit Morocco on May 8. 
AL ITTIHAD AL ICHTIRAKI 


- Visiting Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya holds talks with Prime Minister 


Abderrahmane El Youssoufi on ways to enhance relations. 
AL ALAM 


- Secretary-general of five-nation Arab Maghreb Union Mohamed Amamou says efforts being made to hold 
union summit soon. 


BAYANE AL YOUM 


- Telecom watchdog ANRT says Space Com won licence to establish and exploit V-SAT (very small aperture 
terminals) licence. 


L'OPINION 

- Morocco sacks mayor of Ben Slimane city and another senior Interior Ministry official for power abuse. 
L'ECONOMISTE 

- A dozen of officials from National Grain Millers Association are facing trial on charges of embezzlement. 


- Court sentences Mustapha Alaoui, editor of Al Ousboue newspaper, to three months in jail after convicting 
him of libelling Foreign Minister Mohamed Benaissa. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 29 (Reuters) - Leading Mauritanian opposition politician Anmed Ould Daddah was 
freed on Saturday, five days after being arrested for allegedly inciting violence in his speeches. 


Ould Daddah had been detained two days before a rally he was organising with his Union of Democratic 
Forces (UFD) was due to take place. Authorities banned the rally. 


"We will go down into the streets if the government continues to mistreat us," Ould Daddah, the UFD's 
secretary-general, told a news conference shortly after his release on Saturday morning. 


Up to a dozen people were injured when police broke up a demonstration by 300 of Ould Daddah's 
supporters who took to the streets of the capital Nouakchott on Wednesday in defiance of the ban. 


Party sources told Reuters separately that two UFD officials had been arrested on Thursday. It was not clear 
whether they had also been released along with Ould Daddah. 


Ould Daddah came second to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in a presidential election in 1992, 


and boycotted the next election in 1997 which Taya, who took power in a bloodless coup in 1984, also won. 
Light-skinned Moors dominate power in the West African nation, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Ould Daddah's lawyer said Wednesday's rally had been called to urge respect for the constitution. He said 
Ould Daddah, who is a Moor, had planned to make a number of appeals, including a demand for an inquiry 
into the acquisition of wealth by members of Taya's entourage. 


Other demands included the creation of an independent national electoral commission, access for all political 
parties to state media and an investigation into rights abuses. 


Ould Daddah had already been arrested in December 1998 and accused of inciting intolerance and acts 
liable to endanger public order and peace. He was freed a month later. 


(C) Reuters Limited 2000. 
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UNITED NATIONS, May 1 (Reuters) - Secretary-General Kofi Annan has invited Morocco and the Polisario 
Front, and others concerned with the dispute over Western Sahara, to talks in London beginning May 14 to 
explore ways of reaching an agreed solution to the problem, U.N. sources said on Monday. 


The talks will be conducted by former U.S. Secretary of State James Baker, Annan's special envoy for 
Western Sahara, who visited the region last month. 


The United Nations has been trying for more than eight years to organise a referendum to decide whether 
Western Sahara should be incorporated into Morocco, which controls most of the former Spanish colony, or 
become independent, as sought by the Algeria-backed Polisario Front. 


The referendum, originally set for January 1992, has been repeatedly postponed due to differences over who 
should be eligible to vote. 


Although the United Nations has drawn up a list of 86,386 voters, appeals are expected to be lodged by many 
of the more than 130,000 other applicants who have been excluded from the electoral rolls. This would mean 
a further long delay. 


Annan was said to have addressed the invitations to King Mohammed VI of Morocco, Polisario leader 
Mohammed Abdelaziz, and Presidents Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria and : 
of Mauritania, another of Western Sahara's neighbours. 


If these leaders accept the invitation, it is presumed they will appoint senior officials to represent them at the 
talks, expected to last one or two days. 


The purpose of the meetings is "to explore ways and means to achieve an early, durable and agreed 
resolution of their dispute." 


This wording is drawn from a Feb 29 Security Council resolution that endorsed Annan's intention to send 
Baker on his recent mission to the region. 


A force called the U.N. Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) has been trying to 
organise the vote while monitoring a September 1991 ceasefire between Morocco and Polisario. 


Baker told a news conference in Madrid on April 12, on his way back from North Africa, that the U.N. peace 
plan for Western Sahara, focusing on a referendum, was "very much still alive but it is in the ditch. It's in 
trouble. And it is in rather big trouble," he added. 


He noted there had been talk through the years "about the possibility of some other way or other 
approach...that would constitute a political solution to the problem. But there is no such plan on the table now, 
no such approach on the table," he said. 


When the Western Sahara issue hit a previous roadblock in 1997 Baker convened a series of meetings with 
the parties in Lisbon, London and Houston, Texas, that got the U.N. settlement plan back on track, at least for 
a time. 


(C) Reuters Limited 2000. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 5 (Reuters) - Senegal's Prime Minister Moustapha Niasse flew to Mauritania on 
Monday to try to end a dispute over water taken from their border river that has caused panic amongst 
migrants and sent many scurrying for home. 


The crisis follows a report on Mauritania's official news agency at the weekend accusing Senegal of flouting a 
water-sharing agreement by pumping water from the River Senegal to irrigate its land at the expense of 
Mauritanian farms. 


The river forms the border between the two West African countries. 


Niasse met Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya for talks and later told reporters in the 


capital Nouakchott that irrigation projects in Senegal should not divide the two countries. 


Mauritania and Senegal were "joined together by an umbilical cord", he said, adding that the water projects 
should benefit both countries. 


Mauritanians began leaving Senegal at the weekend as the row gathered momentum. They said their 
embassy had told them to leave. 


Ibou Badiane, a representative of the Senegalese community in Mauritania, told Reuters Mauritanian police 
had summoned him on Sunday to inform him that Senegalese nationals had 15 days to get out of the country. 


There has been no official comment from the Mauritanian authorities. 


Senegalese officials said Mauritanian border guards were only letting Mauritanian passport holders into their 
country. They were also preventing Mauritanian nationals from travelling to Senegal, sources in Nouakchott 
said. 


Witnesses on the Senegalese side of the border at Rosso reported a heavy flow of Mauritanians returning 
home since the weekend. 


The number of Senegalese leaving Nouakchott did not seem especially high, according to witnesses in the 
capital. 


Mauritanian officials estimate there are between 20,000 and 30,000 Senegalese living in Mauritania. There 
was no estimate available of the number of Mauritanians in Senegal. 


Many migrants fled back to their countries of origin in 1989 after economic and ethnic rivalries erupted into 
violence and hundreds of people were killed. 


Irrigation projects in the north of Senegal were frozen under the government of President Abdou Diouf 
because of Mauritanian concerns about the effect on their own land. 


The projects have been revived by Abdoulaye Wade, who beat Diouf in a presidential election in March. The 
Senegalese authorities deny that the irrigation schemes will draw an excessive amount of water from the 
river. (additional reporting by Diadie Ba in Dakar). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 5 (Reuters) - Mauritania has ordered Senegalese nationals to leave within 15 days ina 
dispute over water from the River Senegal, their common border, a Senegalese community leader said on 
Monday. 


As tensions between the West African neighbours rose, Senegal Prime Minister Moustapha Niasse arrived in 
the Mauritanian capital for talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid , Officials said. 


On the border, witnesses reported an exodus in the opposite direction. Mauritanians leaving Senegal said 
their embassy had told them to quit and a Senegalese official in Dakar said border guards were only letting in 
Mauritanian passport holders. 


The crisis followed a report on Mauritania's official news agency at the weekend accusing Senegal of flouting 
a water sharing agreement by pumping water from the River Senegal to irrigate its land at the expense of 
Mauritanian farms. 


Senegal has not responded directly to the allegations, but in a statement released on Sunday the government 
said there was no problem between the West African neighbours. 


"The government asks Mauritanian nationals living in Senegal to continue to go about their business freely, 
without fear," it said. 


Ibou Badiane, a representative of the Senegalese community in Mauritania, told Reuters that Mauritanian 
police had summoned him on Sunday inform him of the expulsion order. 


Mauritanian officials estimate there are between 20,000 and 30,000 Senegalese living in Mauritania. There 
was no estimate available of the number of Mauritanians in Senegal. 


Many migrants fled back to their countries of origin in 1989 after economic and ethnic rivalries erupted into 
violence and hundreds were killed. 
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Source: Sud FM radio, Dakar, in French 1800 gmt 5 Jun 00 
Text of report by Senegalese Sud FM radio on 5th June 


Prime Minister Moustapha Niasse has paid a brief visit to Mauritania following the deterioration in relations 
between our two countries based on rumours over the past 24 hours that Mauritanian authorities had decided 
to repatriate all Senegalese resident in Mauritania. Senegal had issued a communique in an attempt to calm 
the situation. The communique, however, did not seem to reassure Mauritanians, thus Prime Minister 
Moustapha Niasse had to go to Nouakchott, the Mauritanian capital today. While there, he was warmly 
received by his Mauritanian counterpart, Cheikh Ould Mohamed Khouna, with whom he held discussions. 
Senegalese Foreign Minister Cheikh Tidiane Gadio, who accompanied Moustapha Niasse also took part in 
the discussions. 


Moustapha Niasse also met Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. According to the 


information that we received, it seems there is no great change in the cause of this crisis because Senegal 
has decided to maintain its intention to revitalize the Fossile Valley Project, which seems to have annoyed the 
Mauritanians. According to Moustapha Niasse, this project must not in any way disturb Mauritania. From 
Nouakchott, Salem Mechbour Salem filed this report. 


[Salem - recording] Mr Niasse held working sessions with his Mauritanian counterpart, Cheikh El Avia Ould 
Mohamed Khouna. He later held lengthy talks with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 
Senegalese Foreign Minister Cheikh Tidiane Gadio and his Mauritanian counterpart, Anmed Ould Sid 
Ahmed. The Senegalese prime minister's visit is aimed at helping to dissipate the big cloud that is darkening 


the sky between Dakar and Nouakchott. However, we will see better, in the coming days, whether or not this 
visit will yield the desired results. [End of recording] 


Thank you Salem Mechbour Salem for this special correspondent report. You also compiled the statement of 
Senegalese Prime Minister Moustapha Niasse. As | said a short while ago, it seems there are some dossiers 
at the base of this crisis between Nouakchott and Dakar. The Senegalese side has decided to maintain its 
position. There is no change of mind about the Fossile Valley project, Moustapha Niasse asserted. According 
to him, this project should in no way disturb the Mauritanian side. Let us listen to him as he spoke to Salem 
Mechbour Salem. 


[Niasse - recording] This Fossile Valley project has not created any crisis. It is a project that was conceived 
by Senegal to revitalize the dead valleys. Senegal has development projects on its territory while Mauritania 
also has development projects on its territory. It is obvious that any project that will help develop Mauritania 
will also help to develop Senegal and inversely, so we must not focus all our attention on this Fossile Valley 
project, because there are nine Fossile Valley projects. There is only one that concerns the Senegalese 
people - the Senegal River - or two at most - but the seven others do not, in any way, touch the northern 
region of the Senegal River, that is to say the banks of River Senegal. So, it is necessary to explain very 
clearly that the revitalization of the public system of [word indistinct] is a project that concerns all countries of 
the subregion, so we must not focus all our attention on this project. Please, let us not do so. 
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DAKAR, June 8 (Reuters) - Senegal has decided to evacuate its nationals from Mauritania after the 
government there told them to leave in an escalating row over the use of water from the river that forms their 
border. 


In a statement issued late on Wednesday, Senegal said it would "without delay take all the measures 
necessary to evacuate to Senegal all the people of Senegalese origin living in Mauritania, in line with the 
stated desire of the authorities in that country". 


The dispute, which began at the weekend, concerns a Senegalese scheme to use more water from River 
Senegal for irrigation purposes. 


Mauritanians and Senegalese alike have been hurrying home, fearing a repetition of the ethnic violence that 
killed hundreds in the two countries in 1989. 


The Senegalese government denies any immediate plans to divert water and appealed to the Mauritanians to 
stay, saying they had nothing to fear. 


Mauritania told its people to leave Senegal and ordered Senegalese to return home within 15 days from 
Sunday, June 4. 


Senegal's new prime minister, Moustapha Niasse, flew to Nouakchott on Monday to try to calm things down, 
apparently without success. 


According to the Senegalese government statement, the Mauritanian authorities invoked a hostile press 
campaign in Dakar against Mauritania as a reason for its actions this week. 


"The Senegalese government explained that in Senegal there is a free press... The government has no 
powers of control over the private media," the statement said. 


One private newspaper, Le Temoin (The Witness), had a recent headline on Senegalese President 
Abdoulaye Wade "bawling out" Mauritanian President eran on the telephone. 


The crisis appears to have been sparked by a report from Mauritania's official news agency at the weekend 
accusing Senegal of flouting a water-sharing agreement by pumping water from the River Senegal to irrigate 
its land at the expense of Mauritanian farms. 


Mauritania, a largely desert country to the north of Senegal, relies on the river water for much of its 
agricultural output. 


Irrigation projects in northern Senegal were frozen under President Abdou Diouf because of Mauritanian 
concerns but have been revived by Wade, who beat Diouf in a presidential election in March. 


Wade's election manifesto said that "water management will be at the heart of the government's rural 
development strategy". 


Wade's government denies that the irrigation schemes will draw an excessive amount of water from the river. 
Its statement said that "as of now, no action has been envisaged that is likely to modify the status quo". 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 10 (Reuters) - Mauritania said on Saturday it had suspended expulsions of Senegalese 
nationals in a water dispute with its southern neighbour and Senegal's president expressed satisfaction at the 
move. 


The easing of tension between the two neighbours followed a week during which Mauritanians and 
Senegalese alike have hurried home, fearing a repetition of ethnic violence in which hundreds died in the two 
countries in 1989. 


Mauritanian Interior Minister Dah ould Abdel Jelil told Reuters an expulsion order over Senegalese plans to 
divert water from the River Senegal which defines their border had been suspended. "That has been put off,” 
he said. 


In Dakar, Senegal's newly elected president, Abdoulaye Wade, issued a statement saying Mauritania's 
president had assured him by telephone that Senegalese nationals were once again welcome there. 


"The president of the Republic of Senegal had a telephone conversation with his brother and friend President 
ladouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya who confirmed to him that Senegalese nationals can feel at home in 
Mauritania," Wade said. 


Mauritania, a largely desert nation straddling black and Arab Africa, had ordered Senegalese to return home 
within 15 days from June 4 and told its own people to leave Senegal. 


The dispute, which broke out a week ago, concerns a Senegalese project to use more water from the River 
Senegal to irrigate and revive dead valleys. 


The Dakar government denied any immediate plans to divert water and appealed to Mauritanians to stay in 
the country, saying they had nothing to fear. 


But Senegal said on Wednesday it would evacuate its nationals from Mauritania. 
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Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya received Moroccan Prime Minister Abderrahmane 


Youssoufi in Nouakchott on Tuesday, the Egyptian news agency MENA reported. 

Following the meeting, Youssoufi said he was carrying a message for Moroccan King Mohammad VI. 
The content of the message was undisclosed, the agency said. 

Source: MENA news agency, Cairo, in English 13 Jun 00. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 17 (Reuters) - Senegal's president, Abdoulaye Wade, visited Mauritania on Saturday 
after a dispute between the two African neighbours over water during which frightened migrant nationals from 
each country fled home. 


Witnesses said that thousands of Mauritanians and Senegalese lined the streets of the capital, Nouakchott, 
as Wade and Mauritanian President Nasouya Sud Sid ahmed Taye drove to the presidential palace 
together in an open-topped car. 


The water dispute erupted at the start of June when Mauritania expelled Senegalese nationals over a plan by 
Wade's administration to divert water from the River Senegal to irrigate and revive dead valleys. The river 
defines the border between the two nations. 


Mauritanians and Senegalese alike returned home, fearing a repetition of ethnic violence in which hundreds 
died in the two countries in 1989. 


Mauritania, a largely desert nation, straddles black and Arab Africa. The Senegal River waters its main crop 
growing area. 


Wade won a March presidential election, in an alternation of power through the ballot box that was rare for 
Africa. 


His administration announced plans to revive a project to irrigate the dead valleys but later denied any 
immediate plans to divert water from the river. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 18 (Reuters) - The presidents of Senegal and Mauritania said on Sunday they believed 
they had resolved a water dispute which caused migrants from each country to flee home, fearing ethnic 
violence. 


"There have been some misunderstandings and now we have agreed to turn a new page," Senegalese 


President Abdoulaye Wade told reporters at Nouakchott airport before after a brief visit to his Mauritanian 
counterpart, Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 


The two held talks on Saturday to try to resolve a dispute over the use of water from the River Senegal, which 
marks the border between the two West African countries. 


"lam leaving with a feeling of intense optimism because | am sure that as of yesterday things have 
fundamentally changed," Wade said. 


The water dispute erupted at the start of June when Mauritania expelled Senegalese nationals over a plan by 
Wade's administration to divert water from the river to irrigate and revive dead valleys. 


Mauritania, which is largely desert, grows most of its crops on lands watered by the River Senegal. 


Mauritanians and Senegalese alike returned home, fearing a repetition of ethnic violence in which hundreds 
died in the two countries in 1989. 


Referring to the 1989 violence, Taya said, "I think that, after this visit, that is no more than a memory. | think 
there will be no next time." 


After Wade was elected president in March, his administration announced plans to revive a project to irrigate 
the dead valleys, but later denied any immediate plans to divert water from the river. 


Wade said he and Taya had also discussed other regional cooperation issues. 


"We are going to propose to Morocco to create a Casablanca-Dakar highway running through 
Mauritania....President Taya has suggested building a bridge over the River Senegal. | am in agreement," 
Wade said. At present there is no bridge between the two countries. 


He said the pair had also discussed the issue of armed separatists in Senegal's southern region of 
Casamance. 


"| have asked the president to help me on this problem," Wade said. "I think that the problem of Casamance 
will be resolved soon." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 26 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania have arrested five people linked to the banned 
pro-lraqi Attalia party on suspicion of sending supporters to Iraq for military training, police sources said. 


The five included a leading member of the party, which maintained links with lraq's Baath Party and was 
formally banned last November after Mauritania established diplomatic links with Israel, the sources added. 


They were sending the supporters for military training with a view to destabilising the Mauritanian 
government, they said. 


Mauritania, a poor West African nation which straddles Arab and black Africa, supported Iraq during the 1991 
Gulf War that followed the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 


That support strained Mauritania's ties with the West and oil-rich donor nations in the Gulf. 


President Maaouya ould Sid Ahmed Taya, who took power in a bloodless coup in 1984, responded by 


mending fences with the Gulf and cracking down on Mauritanians with links with Iraq. 


Mauritania signed a mutual recognition pact with Israel in 1995. The two countries established diplomatic 
relations in 1999. 


Mauritania, the third Arab state to sign such a deal after Egypt and Jordan, was strongly criticised by Iraq, 
Libya and other Arab countries for the move. 
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TUNIS, June 30 (AFP) - Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and his Algerian counterpart Abdelaziz 


Bouteflika agreed to breathe new life into the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA) to try to boost the region's 
economies, officials said Friday. 


An official statement at the end of Bouteflika's visit said the two leaders had discussed rejuvenating the 
Union, created in 1989 and uniting Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. 


The Union has been dormant for some time, partly because of the dispute over Morocco and the Saharwi 
people over the Western Sahara, but also because of Libya's preoccupation with sub-Saharan Africa, say 
analysts. 


"Algeria and Tunisia are working toeghter so that the Maghreb Union ... occupies the place it is due in this era 
of globalisation and the groupings that have sprung up around us," said Ben Ali in an official statement. 


Recent meetings between the member states augured well for the Union's future, he added. 

Bouteflika's visit to Tunis comes only a month after that of King Mohammed VI of Morocco, while Ben Ali 
visited Libya in early June. Mauritania's President iigaSOys OUI STAARHCaITEGE is due to visit Tunisia, 
while Libyan leader Moamer Kadhafi is due in Morocco shortly. 


All these summit meetings could eventually result in a meeting of the Union's foreign ministers and a UMA 
summit by the end of the year, Ben Ali added. 


The two leaders also discussed the Eizenstat Initiative, named after US Deputy Treasury Secretary Stuart 
Eizenstat. Set up in 1998, it aims at increasing economic relations between north Africa and the United 
States. 


Bouteflika and Ben Ali also discussed reviving trade between their own countries, from its current level of 80 
million dollars (84 million euros) to 300 dollars, as it was in the past. 


A report last week from the World Economic Forum put two UMA members, Tunisia and Mauritania, first and 
second respectively at the top of its Africa Competitiveness Report, measuring the health of the continent's 
economies. 


By contrast however, Libya is still shackled by economic sanctions because of its alleged support for 
terrorism. Bouteflika and Ben Ali repeated a call for sanctions to be lifted against Iraq -- and for an end to the 
embargo against Libya. 


Bouteflika arrived in Tunis on Wednesday night on a three-day visit, the first by an Algerian leader to Tunisia 
since 1994. 


mpd/jj/sw 


Document afpr000020010803dw6u02neg 


REUTERS 





PRESS DIGEST - Tunisia - July 17. 


71 words 

17 July 2000 

11:09 AM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2000 Reuters Limited 

TUNIS, July 17 (Reuters) - These are the leading stories in the Tunisian press on Monday. Reuters has not 
verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE TEMPS 


- President Zine al-abidine Ben Ali despatches emissaries to King Mohammed of Morocco and Mauritanian 
President ‘Ahmed Taya, 


LA PRESSE 
- Forty-six Tunisian athletes will take part in this year's Sydney Olympics. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 19 (Reuters) - Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar visited the West African state 
of Mauritania on Wednesday for talks ranging from food security to fishing, officials said. 


Aznar, who arrived late on Tuesday from Algeria, held talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


at the start of his two-day visit. 
Spain's King Juan Carlos visited Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa, in 1994. 


Officials said that the Aznar and Taya were also expected to discuss the peace process in the Western 
Sahara, a former Spanish territory over which Morocco claims sovereignty. 


Leaders of the Polisario Front, who took up arms demanding independence in the territory and have 
proclaimed it the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic, are based in Algeria. 


Aznar, who arrived in Algiers on Monday, was the first European head of government to visit Algeria since 
1992, when violence erupted between the largely secular government and Moslem fundamentalists. 
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Source: ‘Al-Hayat’, London, in Arabic 17 Jul 00 p 6 

Polisario Liberation Front will only accept the UN peace plan 
UN should secure respect for the final referendum results 
There is no solution other than the referendum 

What if the referendum is not held? 

Moroccan-Mauritanian rapprochement 

New round of talks 


Mohamed Abdelaziz, the leader of the Polisario Liberation Front, has said that the front will only accept the 
UN peace plan and the holding of a referendum as a solution to the Western Saharan problem and will 
categorically reject any other plan. Speaking in a newspaper interview, he said the UN seemed to be 
wavering on the holding of the referendum because the Moroccan government was worried it would lose. 
"This is no credit to the UN," he said. Asked what would happen if the referendum was not held, he said: "We 
are insisting on one thing; namely, our constant right to self-determination, freedom and independence. This 
is the only thing that we insist on. Of course, we prefer the method of referendum, the path of peace and the 
UN peace plan. We prefer to achieve our goals through the UN." The following is the text of the interview by 
Muhammad Mugqaddanm,, in Algiers, date not given, published by London-based newspaper ‘Al-Hayat’ on 17th 
July; subheadings inserted editorially: 


[Muqaddan] At the outset, what was your reaction to the recent report by the UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan on the developments involving the peace process in the Western Sahara? 


[Abdelaziz] The recent report by the UN secretary-general tried to explain the developments on the issue of 
the Western Sahara, particularly regarding the recent meetings that were held in London. The report also 
tried to focus on the activities that will be carried out until 31st October 2000. The two sides to the conflict will 
hold meetings with UN officials to discuss technical questions. Attempts will be made to hold political 
meetings before 31st October, which is the deadline fixed by the UN secretary-general for the extension of 
the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in the Western Sahara [Minurso]. 


Very regrettably, | must say that our view of the report is that it did not reflect the well-known frank and clear 
picture of the position of the Polisario Liberation Front. The front has explained this position in the London-1 
and the London-2 meetings held consecutively in May and June. During the London-2 meeting, the position 
of the Polisario Liberation Front was explained in writing. It included two major points: 


The first point is that the Polisario Liberation Front categorically, absolutely and irrevocably refuses any third 
option for the solution of the Western Sahara problem. It fully, absolutely and permanently insists on the 
peace plan that was approved by the UN and that was accepted and signed by the two parties to the conflict 
on several occasions. The last of these occasions was in Houston. The aim of the peace plan is to conduct a 
free and democratic referendum on self-determination for the Western Sahara people. In the referendum, the 
western Sahara people will vote on whether they will opt for independence or for merging with the Kingdom of 
Morocco. The Polisario Liberation Front can only accept the UN peace plan and will categorically reject any 
other plan. This is our position. 


Regrettably, the UN secretary-general has not explained our position in his recent report. | would like to seize 
the opportunity of this interview with your respected newspaper ‘Al-Hayat' to explain this position so that it 
might be clear to the public, whether far or near, and to James Baker, who represents the international 
delegation to the Western Sahara. 


The second point on which we blame the UN secretary-general for not explaining clearly is that the Polisario 
Liberation Front has affirmed during all these negotiating rounds that its position is absolutely and clearly 
compatible with the UN requirements on the question of the objections to certain lists of would-be voters in 
the referendum and on the question of the return of the refugees. We have declared our acceptance of the 
UN views and proposals. Ours is a positive attitude that is in harmony with the UN perception on the UN 
peace plan and on the question of the war prisoners and detainees. 


We are indeed uncomfortable because we feel that the UN secretary-general did not explain our position. His 
report spoke about generalities. The objective of the report was to say that the two sides to the conflict are 
obstructing the progress of the implementation of the peace plan. 


No. No. We are not obstructing the peace plan or the Houston agreements. Nor are we obstructing the plan 
for holding a referendum on self-determination for the people of the Western Sahara. On the contrary, we 
support the UN peace plan and the agreements that have been concluded with the UN on the Western 
Sahara. 


There is a point in the report which we view as positive. The report of the UN secretary-general is highlighting 
the need for the UN Security Council to start thinking from now about ways and means of imposing the 
respect of the final results of the referendum. We view this point as a positive one. As far as we are 
concerned, the UN Security Council should declare frankly, clearly and categorically that it will guarantee the 
respect of the final results of the referendum, even if this requires the use of force. The Security Council 
should act in one way or another to secure the respect of the final results of the referendum. 


[Q] However, for the first time in years, James Baker and Kofi Annan after him spoke about another solution 
outside the framework of the UN peace plan. They have talked about a negotiated political settlement. Is 
there any pressure being exerted on the UN to dictate such a line? 


[A] No. In any case, we are astonished that the UN and its secretary-general as well as James Baker are 
talking about what they call "another solution" to replace the referendum. 


| would like to assert here that the Western Sahara issue is governed by constant principles. It falls within the 
context of the liquidation of colonialism. All the UN General Assembly resolutions, the resolutions issued by 
the Organization of African Unity [OAU], and the resolutions issued by all other organizations have always 
called for holding a free and democratic referendum for the self-determination of the people of the Western 
Sahara. 


Second, Minurso is a by-product of the peace plan for the Western Sahara. Its abbreviation stands for the 
"UN Mission for the Referendum in the Western Sahara". Thus even Minurso derives its name and legitimacy 
from the referendum that will be held for the Western Sahara people. If the current UN presence in the 
Western Sahara is a reason for revoking the holding of the referendum on self-determination, then this UN 
presence in the Western Sahara would no longer be legitimate, and the UN should withdraw from there. 


Therefore, the UN secretary-general, Minurso and the personal envoy all have roles. Their role is to hold the 
referendum for the self-determination of the Western Sahara people. Consequently, the UN role in the region 
is to arrange for the referendum. 


The two sides have agreed on this referendum, which was also approved by the UN. A substantial progress 
has been made on the path of holding the referendum. We do not understand what is going on today. It is 
difficult for us to understand. It is impossible for anyone to convince us anything to the contrary. 


When the Moroccan government used to say that it was sure that it will win the referendum and that its 
results will be in its favour, the UN and the Security Council were supporting the referendum and saying that it 
should be held. 


What happened was that Morocco has finally made sure that all the claims it has been making were false 
propaganda and that on the question of determining one's identity, it was clear that if the referendum is held, 
the Sahara people will opt for national independence. At this point, the UN secretary-general and his envoys 
and the UN Security Council changed their minds and said that it was impossible to hold the referendum. 


No. The referendum is not impossible to hold. It is possible and the issue of the Western Sahara should be 
resolved through the referendum. They should stop trying to convince us that it is possible to hold the 
referendum when it is in the interest of Morocco to do so and that it is impossible to hold when it is not in 
Morocco's interest to do so. This is not how a referendum is handled. Handling the question of the 
referendum in this way means that the UN will become an unfair instrument manipulated by the aggressors, 
invaders and imperialists. This is no credit to the UN. Moreover, we reject this approach. 


[Q] Suppose that a referendum is not held, will you resort to other peaceful means outside the framework of 
the UN? 


[A] We are insisting on one thing; namely, our constant right to self-determination, freedom and 
independence. This is the only thing that we insist on. Of course, we prefer the method of referendum, the 
path of peace and the UN peace plan. We prefer to achieve our goals through the UN. We will permanently 
and absolutely continue to insist on our goals. 


If the UN peace plan fails, then as a political movement leading the struggle of the Western Sahara people, 
we will try through all possible means to achieve our goals of freedom and complete independence. 


[Q] Have you conferred with Kofi Annan on the periphery of the OAU summit conference held in the Togo last 
week? 


[A] Yes. | have conferred with the UN secretary-general in Lome. We discussed the recent London meeting 
and the prospects of the future. | reaffirmed to the UN secretary-general that the Polisario Liberation Front 
insists on the UN peace plan and the Houston agreements as well as our rejection of any solution other than 
the referendum for the self-determination of the Western Sahara people. | have also expressed our 
preparedness for cooperation with the UN. 


[Q] Moroccan-Mauritanian relations have recently been witnessing a tangible improvement. Do not you 
believe that this rapprochement will be at the expense of the Western Sahara issue, particularly that some 
circles are saying that Mauritania's views are drawing closer to those of Morocco on the western Sahara 
conflict? 


[A] | have conferred with the Mauritanian foreign minister, who headed his country's delegation to the OAU 
summit at Lome. Earlier, a Western Sahara envoy visited Nouakchott and conferred with Mauritanian 
President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. We are continuing our contacts with the Mauritanian government 
and President. Mauritania's relations with Morocco in the past and at present under President Maaouya have 
never been at the expense of the Western Sahara people or at the expense of the relations with the Arab 
Democratic Sahara Republic. 


Mauritania is one of the states of the region that recognizes the Arab Democratic Sahara Republic and has 
established relations with it. Together with Algeria, Mauritania is an observer member of the UN peace plan, 
in view of the fact that it is one of the adjoining states. Judging from Mauritania's stances, we do have the 
impression that the Mauritania's policies are now inclined towards Morocco. Mauritania has always 
recognized the Sahara republic. Mauritania and the Sahara republic are maintaining good and strong 
relations. Moreover, Mauritania supports the UN plan to hold a referendum for the self-determination of the 
Western Sahara people. 


[Q] A new round of technical negotiations will soon be held in Geneva. How do you view this round of 
negotiations within the context of the efforts being made to remove the obstacles that are standing in the way 
of peace? 


[A] We will go to these negotiations in Geneva. We will maintain a positive attitude in these technical talks 
which are of course, being held within the context of the implementation of the peace plan and the holding of 
the referendum which is based on the UN peace plan that has been further strengthened by the Houston 
agreements. We will spare no effort to make the Geneva talks succeed. 


Nevertheless, we are raising a number of questions about the seriousness of the UN and its will to impose 
and implement these resolutions which have been signed by the two sides under UN auspices. | am talking 
about the Houston agreements and the protocols related to the question of determining the identity as well as 
the objections made to lists of would-be voters at the referendum. Preparation of these lists was completed in 
1998. 


As far as we are concerned, the question involves the seriousness or will of the UN to dictate and implement 
these resolutions. What is also relevant for us is the question of gaining time in order to not prolong the 
problem. Prolonging the problem can only cause the suffering of the destitute Western Sahara people who 
are not living on their national soil. The Moroccan government is following a policy of repression against the 
Western Sahara people. It is trampling over their rights and assaulting their freedom. 
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UNITED NATIONS, Aug 30 (Reuters) - Following is the provisional list of heads of state and government 
expected at the U.N. Millennium Summit from Sept. 6-8: 


AFGHANISTAN: Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani 
ALBANIA: President Rexhep Meidani 

ALGERIA: President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
ANDORRA: Prime Minister Marc Forne Molne 
ANGOLA: President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: Prime Minister Lester B. Bird 
ARGENTINA: President Fernando de la Rua 
ARMENIA: President Robert S. Kocharian 
AUSTRALIA: Prime Minister John Howard 
AUSTRIA: President Thomas Klestil 
AZERBAIJAN: President Haydar Alirza oglu Aliyev 
BAHAMAS: Governor-General Orville Turnquest 
BAHRAIN: Emir, Sheikhh Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa 
BANGLADESH: Prime Minister Sheikhh Hasina 
BARBADOS: Prime Minister Owen S. Arthur 
BELARUS: President Alexander Lukashenka 
BELGIUM: Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt 
BELIZE: Prime Minister Said Musa 

BENIN: President Mathieu Kerekou 

BHUTAN: Prime Minister Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup 
BOLIVIA: President Hugo Banzer 

BOSNIA: President Alija Izetbegovic 

BOTSWANA: President Festus G. Mogae 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 
WadJaulah 

BULGARIA: President Petar Stoyanov 


BURKINA FASO: President Capt. Blaise Compaore 


BURUNDI: President Maj. Pierre Buyoya 

CAMBODIA: Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen 
CAMEROON: President Paul Biya 

CANADA: Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

CAPE VERDE: President Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: President Ange-Felix Patasse 
CHAD: Prime Minister Nagoum Yamassoum 

CHILE: President Ricardo Lagos 

CHINA: President Jiang Zemin 

COLOMBIA: President Andres Pastrana 

COMOROS: President Col. Azaly Assoumani 

CONGO (Republic): President Denis Sassou Nguesso 
CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC - President Laurent Kabila 
COSTA RICA: President Miguel Angel Rodriguez 
CROATIA: President Stipe Mesic 

CYPRUS: President Glafcos Clerides 

CZECH REPUBLIC: President Vaclav Havel 

DENMARK: Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 
DJIBOUTI: President Ismail Omar Guelleh 

DOMINICA: Prime Minister Roosevelt Douglas 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: President Hipolito Mejia 
ECUADOR: President Gustavo Noboa 

EL SALVADOR: President Francisco Guillermo Flores 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA: President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
ERITREA: President Isaias Afwerki 

ESTONIA: President Lennart Meri 

ETHIOPIA: Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

FINLAND: President Tarja Halonen 

FRANCE: President Jacques Chirac 

GABON: President Omar Bongo 

GAMBIA: President Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh 

GEORGIA: President Eduard A. Shevardnadze 
GERMANY: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 

GHANA: President Flt-Lt (Rtd) Jerry John Rawlings 
GREECE: Prime Minister Costas Simitis 


GRENADA: Prime Minister Dr. Keith C. Mitchell 


GUATEMALA: President Alfonso Portillo 

GUINEA: Prime Minister Lamine Sidime 

GUINEA BISSAU: President Kumba Yala 

GUYANA: President Bharrat Jagdeo 

HAITI: President Rene Preval 

HONDURAS: President Carlos Roberto Flores 
HUNGARY: President Ferenc Madl 

ICELAND: Prime Minister David Oddsson 

INDIA: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
INDONESIA: President K. H. Abdurrahman Wahid 
IRAN: President Mohammad Khatami 

IRAQ: Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 

IRELAND: Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 

ISRAEL: Prime Minister Enud Barak 

ITALY: Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 

JAMAICA: Prime Minister Percival Patterson 

JAPAN: Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori 

JORDAN: King Abdullah Il Bin Hussein 
KAZAKHSTAN: President Nursultan A. Nazarbayev 
KENYA: President Daniel Toroitich arap Moi 
KOREA-SOUTH: President Kim Dae-jung 
KOREA-NORTH: Kim Yong-nam (designated head of state, 
Presidium Chairman of Supreme People's Assembly) 
KUWAIT: Sheikhh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah 
LATVIA: President Vaira Vike-Freiberga 

LEBANON: Prime Minister Selim al-Hoss 

LESOTHO: Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili 
LIECHTENSTEIN: Prime Minister Mario Frick 
LITHUANIA: President Valdas Adamkus 
LUXEMBOURG: Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker 
MACEDONIA: President Boris Trajkovski 
MADAGASCAR: President Didier Ratsiraka 
MALAWI: President Bakili Muluzi 

MALDIVES: President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
MALI: President Alpha Oumar Konare 


MALTA: Prime Minister Edward Fenech Adami 


MARSHALL ISLANDS: President Kessai Note 
MAURITANIA: President Col. Maaouya Ould Sid' Ahmed Taya 
MAURITIUS: Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam 
MEXICO: President Ernesto Zedillo 

MICRONESIA: President Leo A. Falcam 

MOLDOVA: President Petru Lucinschi 

MONACO: Crown Prince Albert 

MONGOLIA: President Natsagiyn Bagabandi 

MOROCCO: King Mohammed VI 

MOZAMBIQUE: President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
NAMIBIA: President Sam Nujoma 

NAURU: President Bernard Dowiyogo 

NEPAL: Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 
NETHERLANDS: Prime Minister Wim Kok 

NEW ZEALAND: Prime Minister Helen Clark 
NICARAGUA: President Arnoldo Aleman 

NIGER: President Tandja Mamadou 

NIGERIA: President Olusegun Obasanjo 

NORWAY: King Harald V 

PAKISTAN: Chief Executive Gen. Pervez Musharraf 
PALAU: President Kuniwo Nakamura 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Prime Minister Sir Mekere Morauta 
PARAGUAY: President Luis Angel Gonzalez Macchi 
PERU: President Alberto Fujimori 

PHILIPPINES: President Joseph E. Estrada 

POLAND: President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
PORTUGAL: Prime Minister Antonio Guterres 

QATAR: Sheikhh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 

ROMANIA: President Emil Constantinescu 

RUSSIA: President Vladimir V. Putin 

RWANDA: President Maj-Gen Paul Kagame 

ST. KITTS AND NEVIS: Prime Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas 
ST. LUCIA: Prime Minister Kenny D. Anthony 

St. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES: Governor-General Charles 
Antrobus 


SAN MARINO: Maria Domenica Michelotti and Gian Marco 


Marcucci (heads of state, captains-regent) 

SAUDI ARABIA: Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz al-Saud 
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: President Miguel Trovoada 
SENEGAL: President Abdoulaye Wade 

SIERRA LEONE: President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
SINGAPORE: Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
SLOVAKIA: Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda 
SLOVENIA: President Milan Kucan 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare 
SOUTH AFRICA: President Thabo Mbeki 

SPAIN: Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar 

SUDAN: President Lt-Gen. Omer Hassan al-Bashir 
SWAZILAND: King Mswati III 

SWEDEN: Prime Minister Goran Persson 

TAJIKISTAN: President Emomali Rakhmonov 

TOGO: President Gen. Gnassingbe Eyadema 

TONGA: Prime Minister Prince 'Ulukalala Lavaka Ata 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: Prime Minister Basdeo Panday 
TUNISIA: President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

TURKEY: President Ahmet Necdet SEZER 
TURKMENISTAN: President Saparmurat A. Niyazov 
TUVALU: Prime Minister lonatana lonatana 

UGANDA: President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
UKRAINE: President Leonid D. Kuchma 

UNITED KINGDOM: Prime Minister Tony Blair 

UNITED STATES: President Bill Clinton 

URUGUAY: President Jorge Batlle 

UZBEKISTAN: President Islam A. Karimov 

VANUATU: Prime Minister Barak Tame Sope 
VENEZUELA: President Hugo Chavez 

VIETNAM: President Tran Duc Luong 

YEMEN: President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

ZAMBIA: President Frederick J.T. Chiluba 

ZIMBABWE: President Robert G. Mugabe 


PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY: President Yasser Arafat 


OTHERS: 


Brazil, Panama, Seychelles, Surinam and the United Arab Emirates are sending vice presidents; Barbados 
and Laos are represented by deputy prime ministers. Sending foreign ministers are: Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Cuba, Egypt, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Libya, Malaysia, Myanmar, Oman, Paraguay, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Thailand and Tanzania. 
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UNITED NATIONS, Sept 1 (Reuters) - Following is the provisional list of heads of state and government 
expected at the U.N. Millennium Summit from Sept. 6-8: 


AFGHANISTAN: Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani 
ALBANIA: President Rexhep Meidani 

ALGERIA: President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
ANDORRA: Prime Minister Marc Forne Molne 
ANGOLA: President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: Prime Minister Lester B. Bird 
ARGENTINA: President Fernando de la Rua 
ARMENIA: President Robert S. Kocharian 
AUSTRALIA: Prime Minister John Howard 
AUSTRIA: President Thomas Klestil 
AZERBAIJAN: President Haydar Alirza oglu Aliyev 
BAHAMAS: Governor-General Orville Turnquest 
BAHRAIN: Emir, Sheikhh Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa 
BANGLADESH: Prime Minister Sheikhh Hasina 
BARBADOS: Prime Minister Owen S. Arthur 
BELARUS: President Alexander Lukashenka 
BELGIUM: Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt 
BELIZE: Prime Minister Said Musa 

BENIN: President Mathieu Kerekou 

BHUTAN: Prime Minister Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup 
BOLIVIA: President Hugo Banzer 

BOSNIA: President Alija Izetbegovic 

BOTSWANA: President Festus G. Mogae 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 
WadJaulah 

BULGARIA: President Petar Stoyanov 


BURKINA FASO: President Capt. Blaise Compaore 


BURUNDI: President Maj. Pierre Buyoya 

CAMBODIA: Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen 
CAMEROON: President Paul Biya 

CANADA: Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

CAPE VERDE: President Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: President Ange-Felix Patasse 
CHAD: Prime Minister Nagoum Yamassoum 

CHILE: President Ricardo Lagos 

CHINA: President Jiang Zemin 

COLOMBIA: President Andres Pastrana 

COMOROS: President Col. Azaly Assoumani 

CONGO (Republic): President Denis Sassou Nguesso 
CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC - President Laurent Kabila 
COSTA RICA: President Miguel Angel Rodriguez 
CROATIA: President Stipe Mesic 

CYPRUS: President Glafcos Clerides 

CZECH REPUBLIC: President Vaclav Havel 

DENMARK: Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 
DJIBOUTI: President Ismail Omar Guelleh 

DOMINICA: Prime Minister Roosevelt Douglas 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: President Hipolito Mejia 
ECUADOR: President Gustavo Noboa 

EL SALVADOR: President Francisco Guillermo Flores 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA: President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
ERITREA: President Isaias Afwerki 

ESTONIA: President Lennart Meri 

ETHIOPIA: Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

FINLAND: President Tarja Halonen 

FRANCE: President Jacques Chirac 

GABON: President Omar Bongo 

GAMBIA: President Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh 

GEORGIA: President Eduard A. Shevardnadze 
GERMANY: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 

GHANA: President Flt-Lt (Rtd) Jerry John Rawlings 
GREECE: Prime Minister Costas Simitis 


GRENADA: Prime Minister Dr. Keith C. Mitchell 


GUATEMALA: President Alfonso Portillo 

GUINEA: Prime Minister Lamine Sidime 

GUINEA BISSAU: President Kumba Yala 

GUYANA: President Bharrat Jagdeo 

HAITI: President Rene Preval 

HONDURAS: President Carlos Roberto Flores 
HUNGARY: President Ferenc Madl 

ICELAND: Prime Minister David Oddsson 

INDIA: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
INDONESIA: President K. H. Abdurrahman Wahid 
IRAN: President Mohammad Khatami 

IRAQ: Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 

IRELAND: Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 

ISRAEL: Prime Minister Enud Barak 

ITALY: Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 

JAMAICA: Prime Minister Percival Patterson 

JAPAN: Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori 

JORDAN: King Abdullah Il Bin Hussein 
KAZAKHSTAN: President Nursultan A. Nazarbayev 
KENYA: President Daniel Toroitich arap Moi 
KOREA-SOUTH: President Kim Dae-jung 
KOREA-NORTH: Kim Yong-nam (designated head of state, 
Presidium Chairman of Supreme People's Assembly) 
KUWAIT: Sheikhh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah 
LATVIA: President Vaira Vike-Freiberga 

LEBANON: Prime Minister Selim al-Hoss 

LESOTHO: Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili 
LIECHTENSTEIN: Prime Minister Mario Frick 
LITHUANIA: President Valdas Adamkus 
LUXEMBOURG: Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker 
MACEDONIA: President Boris Trajkovski 
MADAGASCAR: President Didier Ratsiraka 
MALAWI: President Bakili Muluzi 

MALDIVES: President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
MALI: President Alpha Oumar Konare 


MALTA: Prime Minister Edward Fenech Adami 


MARSHALL ISLANDS: President Kessai Note 
MAURITANIA: President Col. Maaouya Ould Sid' Ahmed Taya 
MAURITIUS: Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam 
MEXICO: President Ernesto Zedillo 

MICRONESIA: President Leo A. Falcam 

MOLDOVA: President Petru Lucinschi 

MONACO: Crown Prince Albert 

MONGOLIA: President Natsagiyn Bagabandi 

MOROCCO: King Mohammed VI 

MOZAMBIQUE: President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
NAMIBIA: President Sam Nujoma 

NAURU: President Bernard Dowiyogo 

NEPAL: Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 
NETHERLANDS: Prime Minister Wim Kok 

NEW ZEALAND: Prime Minister Helen Clark 
NICARAGUA: President Arnoldo Aleman 

NIGER: President Tandja Mamadou 

NIGERIA: President Olusegun Obasanjo 

NORWAY: King Harald V 

PAKISTAN: Chief Executive Gen. Pervez Musharraf 
PALAU: President Kuniwo Nakamura 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Prime Minister Sir Mekere Morauta 
PARAGUAY: President Luis Angel Gonzalez Macchi 
PERU: President Alberto Fujimori 

PHILIPPINES: President Joseph E. Estrada 

POLAND: President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
PORTUGAL: Prime Minister Antonio Guterres 

QATAR: Sheikhh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 

ROMANIA: President Emil Constantinescu 

RUSSIA: President Vladimir V. Putin 

RWANDA: President Maj-Gen Paul Kagame 

ST. KITTS AND NEVIS: Prime Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas 
ST. LUCIA: Prime Minister Kenny D. Anthony 

St. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES: Governor-General Charles 
Antrobus 


SAN MARINO: Maria Domenica Michelotti and Gian Marco 


Marcucci (heads of state, captains-regent) 

SAUDI ARABIA: Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz al-Saud 
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: President Miguel Trovoada 
SENEGAL: President Abdoulaye Wade 

SIERRA LEONE: President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
SINGAPORE: Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
SLOVAKIA: Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda 
SLOVENIA: President Milan Kucan 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare 
SOUTH AFRICA: President Thabo Mbeki 

SPAIN: Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar 

SUDAN: President Lt-Gen. Omer Hassan al-Bashir 
SWAZILAND: King Mswati III 

SWEDEN: Prime Minister Goran Persson 
SWITZERLAND: President Adolf Ogi 

TAJIKISTAN: President Emomali Rakhmonov 

TOGO: President Gen. Gnassingbe Eyadema 

TONGA: Prime Minister Prince 'Ulukalala Lavaka Ata 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: Prime Minister Basdeo Panday 
TUNISIA: President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

TURKEY: President Ahmet Necdet SEZER 
TURKMENISTAN: President Saparmurat A. Niyazov 
TUVALU: Prime Minister lonatana lonatana 

UGANDA: President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
UKRAINE: President Leonid D. Kuchma 

UNITED KINGDOM: Prime Minister Tony Blair 

UNITED STATES: President Bill Clinton 

URUGUAY: President Jorge Batlle 

UZBEKISTAN: President Islam A. Karimov 

VANUATU: Prime Minister Barak Tame Sope 
VENEZUELA: President Hugo Chavez 

VIETNAM: President Tran Duc Luong 

YEMEN: President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

ZAMBIA: President Frederick J.T. Chiluba 


ZIMBABWE: President Robert G. Mugabe 


PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY: President Yasser Arafat 


OTHERS: 


Brazil, Panama, Seychelles, Surinam and the United Arab Emirates are sending vice presidents; Barbados 
and Laos are represented by deputy prime ministers. Sending foreign ministers are: Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Cuba, Egypt, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Libya, Malaysia, Myanmar, Oman, Paraguay, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Thailand and Tanzania. 
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UNITED NATIONS, Sept 4 (Reuters) - Following is the provisional list of heads of state and government 
expected at this week's U.N. Millennium Summit that begins on Wednesday: 


AFGHANISTAN: Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani 
ALBANIA: President Rexhep Meidani 

ALGERIA: President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
ANDORRA: Prime Minister Marc Forne Molne 
ANGOLA: President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: Prime Minister Lester B. Bird 
ARGENTINA: President Fernando de la Rua 
ARMENIA: President Robert S. Kocharian 
AUSTRALIA: Prime Minister John Howard 
AUSTRIA: President Thomas Klestil 
AZERBAIJAN: President Haydar Alirza oglu Aliyev 
BAHAMAS: Governor-General Orville Turnquest 
BAHRAIN: Emir, Sheikhh Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa 
BANGLADESH: Prime Minister Sheikhh Hasina 
BARBADOS: Prime Minister Owen S. Arthur 
BELARUS: President Alexander Lukashenko 
BELGIUM: Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt 
BELIZE: Prime Minister Said Musa 

BENIN: President Mathieu Kerekou 

BHUTAN: Prime Minister Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup 
BOLIVIA: President Hugo Banzer 

BOSNIA: President Alija Izetbegovic 

BOTSWANA: President Festus G. Mogae 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM: Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 
WadJaulah 

BULGARIA: President Petar Stoyanov 


BURKINA FASO: President Capt. Blaise Compaore 


BURUNDI: President Maj. Pierre Buyoya 

CAMBODIA: Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen 
CAMEROON: President Paul Biya 

CANADA: Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

CAPE VERDE: President Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: President Ange-Felix Patasse 
CHAD: Prime Minister Nagoum Yamassoum 

CHILE: President Ricardo Lagos 

CHINA: President Jiang Zemin 

COLOMBIA: President Andres Pastrana 

COMOROS: President Col. Azaly Assoumani 

CONGO (Republic): President Denis Sassou Nguesso 
COSTA RICA: President Miguel Angel Rodriguez 
CROATIA: President Stipe Mesic 

CYPRUS: President Glafcos Clerides 

CZECH REPUBLIC: President Vaclav Havel 
DENMARK: Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen 
DJIBOUTI: President Ismail Omar Guelleh 
DOMINICA: Prime Minister Roosevelt Douglas 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: President Hipolito Mejia 
ECUADOR: President Gustavo Noboa 

EL SALVADOR: President Francisco Guillermo Flores 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA: President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo 
ERITREA: President Isaias Afwerki 

ESTONIA: President Lennart Meri 

ETHIOPIA: Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

FINLAND: President Tarja Halonen 

FRANCE: President Jacques Chirac 

GABON: President Omar Bongo 

GAMBIA: President Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh 

GEORGIA: President Eduard A. Shevardnadze 
GERMANY: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 

GHANA: President Flt-Lt (Rtd) Jerry John Rawlings 
GREECE: Prime Minister Costas Simitis 

GRENADA: Prime Minister Dr. Keith C. Mitchell 


GUATEMALA: President Alfonso Portillo 


GUINEA: Prime Minister Lamine Sidime 

GUINEA BISSAU: President Kumba Yala 

GUYANA: President Bharrat Jagdeo 

HAITI: President Rene Preval 

HONDURAS: President Carlos Roberto Flores 
HUNGARY: President Ferenc Madl 

ICELAND: Prime Minister David Oddsson 

INDIA: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee 
INDONESIA: President K. H. Abdurrahman Wahid 
IRAN: President Mohammad Khatami 

IRAQ: Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 

IRELAND: Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 

ISRAEL: Prime Minister Enud Barak 

ITALY: Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 

JAMAICA: Prime Minister Percival Patterson 

JAPAN: Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori 

JORDAN: King Abdullah II Bin Hussein 
KAZAKHSTAN: President Nursultan A. Nazarbayev 
KENYA: President Daniel Toroitich arap Moi 
KOREA-SOUTH: President Kim Dae-jung 
KOREA-NORTH: Kim Yong-nam (designated head of state, 
Presidium Chairman of Supreme People's Assembly) 
KUWAIT: Sheikhh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah 
LATVIA: President Vaira Vike-Freiberga 

LEBANON: Prime Minister Selim al-Hoss 

LESOTHO: Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili 
LIECHTENSTEIN: Prime Minister Mario Frick 
LITHUANIA: President Valdas Adamkus 
LUXEMBOURG: Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker 
MACEDONIA: President Boris Trajkovski 
MADAGASCAR: President Didier Ratsiraka 
MALAWI: President Bakili Muluzi 

MALDIVES: President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 
MALI: President Alpha Oumar Konare 

MALTA: Prime Minister Edward Fenech Adami 


MARSHALL ISLANDS: President Kessai Note 


MAURITANIA: President Col. Maaouya Ould Sid' Ahmed Taya 


MAURITIUS: Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam 
MEXICO: President Ernesto Zedillo 

MICRONESIA: President Leo A. Falcam 

MOLDOVA: President Petru Lucinschi 

MONACO: Crown Prince Albert 

MONGOLIA: President Natsagiyn Bagabandi 

MOROCCO: King Mohammed VI 

MOZAMBIQUE: President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
NAMIBIA: President Sam Nujoma 

NAURU: President Bernard Dowiyogo 

NEPAL: Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala 
NETHERLANDS: Prime Minister Wim Kok 

NEW ZEALAND: Prime Minister Helen Clark 
NICARAGUA: President Arnoldo Aleman 

NIGER: President Tandja Mamadou 

NIGERIA: President Olusegun Obasanjo 

NORWAY: King Harald V 

PAKISTAN: Chief Executive Gen. Pervez Musharraf 
PALAU: President Kuniwo Nakamura 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: Prime Minister Sir Mekere Morauta 
PARAGUAY: President Luis Angel Gonzalez Macchi 
PERU: President Alberto Fujimori 

PHILIPPINES: President Joseph E. Estrada 

POLAND: President Aleksander Kwasniewski 
PORTUGAL: Prime Minister Antonio Guterres 

QATAR: Sheikhh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 

ROMANIA: President Emil Constantinescu 

RUSSIA: President Vladimir V. Putin 

RWANDA: President Maj-Gen Paul Kagame 

ST. KITTS AND NEVIS: Prime Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas 
ST. LUCIA: Prime Minister Kenny D. Anthony 

St. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES: Governor-General Charles 
Antrobus 

SAN MARINO: Maria Domenica Michelotti and Gian Marco 


Marcucci (heads of state, captains-regent) 


SAUDI ARABIA: Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdul-Aziz al-Saud 
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE: President Miguel Trovoada 
SENEGAL: President Abdoulaye Wade 

SIERRA LEONE: President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
SINGAPORE: Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
SLOVAKIA: Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda 
SLOVENIA: President Milan Kucan 

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare 
SOMALIA: Abdiqassim Salad Hassan 

SOUTH AFRICA: President Thabo Mbeki 

SPAIN: Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar 

SUDAN: President Lt-Gen. Omer Hassan al-Bashir 
SWAZILAND: King Mswati III 

SWEDEN: Prime Minister Goran Persson 
SWITZERLAND: President Adolf Ogi 

TAJIKISTAN: President Emomali Rakhmonov 

TOGO: President Gen. Gnassingbe Eyadema 

TONGA: Prime Minister Prince 'Ulukalala Lavaka Ata 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: Prime Minister Basdeo Panday 
TUNISIA: President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

TURKEY: President Ahmet Necdet SEZER 
TURKMENISTAN: President Saparmurat A. Niyazov 
TUVALU: Prime Minister lonatana lonatana 

UGANDA: President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
UKRAINE: President Leonid D. Kuchma 

UNITED KINGDOM: Prime Minister Tony Blair 

UNITED STATES: President Bill Clinton 

URUGUAY: President Jorge Batlle 

UZBEKISTAN: President Islam A. Karimov 

VANUATU: Prime Minister Barak Tame Sope 
VENEZUELA: President Hugo Chavez 

VIETNAM: President Tran Duc Luong 

YEMEN: President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

ZAMBIA: President Frederick J.T. Chiluba 


ZIMBABWE: President Robert G. Mugabe 


PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY: President Yasser Arafat 


OTHERS: 


Brazil, Panama, Seychelles, Surinam and the United Arab Emirates are sending vice presidents; Barbados 
and Laos are represented by deputy prime ministers. Sending foreign ministers are: Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Cuba, Egypt, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Libya, Malaysia, Myanmar, Oman, Paraguay, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Thailand and Tanzania. 
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NEW YORK, Sept 6 (Reuters) - As the largest gathering of world leaders in history began at the United 
Nations on Wednesday, thousands of protesters tried to draw the attention of the heads of state inside to a 
myriad of causes. 


Fourteen protesters calling for an end to the Iranian regime of President Mohammad Khatami were charged 
with disorderly conduct and obstructing traffic near the United Nations. 


Inside the world body's headquarters, Mideast peace talks entered a decisive phase as President Bill Clinton 
met with Palestinian and Israeli representatives and called on all leaders at the meeting to help both sides 
bring an end to the conflict. 


Conciliatory talk on the subject of the Middle East was hard to find outside, however, as protesters chanted 
and held up signs that read "Barak equals Arafat" and "Never give away our land." 


Israeli Prime Minister Enud Barak "has no mandate to sign an agreement," said Tova Abady, one of a group 
of about 30 people objecting to any agreement that would cede land to the Palestinians. 


"Jerusalem is Israel's eternal capital," she said. "Every inch of Israel is holy land." 
MOVEMENT'S MASSIVE PRESENCE 


Nearby, 2,500 practitioners of Falun Gong filled an entire city block quietly protesting against a continuing 
campaign against their spiritual movement by the Chinese government. 


Earlier in the day, several thousand people performed the slow and graceful movements that Falun Gong 
says increase energy at a park 10 blocks from the United Nations. 


They then marched up Third Avenue to protest quietly a few blocks away from the organisation. Many wore 
yellow T-shirts that said "Stop Suppressing the Falun Gong." 


"We're here to practice Falun Gong. We think everybody should have the right to practice it," said Ving Lan, 
32, who said she had travelled to New York from her home in Biella, Italy. 


"In China, many don't have the right," she said, adding that members there had lost their jobs or houses or 
been expelled from school. 


A protest by the American Anti-Slavery Group targeted Sudan's president, Lt. Gen. Omar Hassan al-Bashir, 
and Mauritania's president, Col. Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


Protesters, including people identified as escaped slaves from the two African countries, stood outside the 
Sudan Permanent Mission in New York to "demand justice on behalf of 27 million people enslaved today 
worldwide." 


While the occasional sedan with tinted windows and diplomatic tags sped by the day's protesters, leaders 
attending the summit were nowhere to be seen. 
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THIS was the incredible line-up as leaders of the world's nations gathered at the United Nations Millennium 
Summit in New York yesterday. 


It includes the heads of government from 149 countries with officials from 31 other nations. 
Only 14 world leaders are missing from the historic gathering. 
Front row, from left: 1. Olusegun Obasanjo, President of Nigeria 2. 


Alyaksandr Lukashenka, President of Belarus 3. Ali Abul Ragheb, Prime Minister of Jordan 4. King Abdullah 
ll Bin Al Hussein of Jordan 5. Heydar Alirza ogly Aliyev, President of Azerbaijan 6. Robert S. Kocharian, 
Presient of Armenia 7. Tony Blair 8. Jacques Chirac, President of France 9. William J. 


Clinton, President of United States 10. Tarja Halonen, President of Finland 11. Kofi Annan, 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 12. Sam Nujoma, President of Namibia 13. Jiang Zemin, President 
of China 14. Vladimir V. 


Putin, President of Russian Federation 15. Fernando de la Rua, President of Argentina 16. Thomas Klestil, 
President of Austria 17. Sir Orville Turnquest, Governor General of Bahamas 18. King Harald V of Norway 
19. Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of Norway 20. Kim Dae-jung, President of the Republic of Korea 21. K. 
H. Abdurrahman Wahid, President of Indonesia Second row: 22. Denis Sassou Nguesso, President of Congo 
23. Andres Pastrana Arango, President of Colombia 24. Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro, President of Cape 
Verde 25. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Muizznddin Waddaulah of Brunei 26. Festus G. Mogae, President of 
Botswana 27. Fit-Lt Jerry John Rawlings, President of Ghana 28. 


Gerhard Schroeder, Federal Chancellor of Germany 29. Harri Uolkeri, President, 55th session of the General 
Assembly 30. Louise Frechette, Deputy Secretary-General of the UN.31. Theo-Ben Guirab, President of the 
54th session of GS 32. Yoshiro Mori, Prime Minister of Japan 33. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of Cuba 34. 
Alija Izetbegovic, Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina 35. Peter Stoyanov, President of 
Bulgaria 36. Thabo Mbeki, President of South Africa 37. Ricardo Lagos Escobar, President of Chile 38. 


Colonel Azali Assoumani, President of Comoros Third row: 39. Eduard A Shevardnadze, President of 
Georgia 40. El Hadj Omar Bongo, President of Gabon 41. Teodore Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, President of 
Equatorial Guinea 42. Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, President of Ecuador 43. Ismail Oman Guelleh, President of 
Djibouti 44. Jean Chretien, Prime Minister of Canada 45. Glafcos Clerides, President of Cyprus 46. Miguel 
Angel Rodriguez, President of Costa Rica 47. 


Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia 48. Crown Prince Moulay Rachid of Morocco 
49. Marco Antonio de Oliveira Maciel, Vice-President of Brazil 50. Stjepan Mesic, President of Croatia 51. 
Vaclav Havel, President of Czech Republic 52. Giuliano Amato, Prime Minister of Italy 53. Hipolito Mejia 
Dominguez, President, Dominican Republic 54. Francisco Guillermo Flores Perez, President of El Salvador 
55. Isaias Afwerki, President of Eritrea 56. 


Colonel Yahya A. J. J. Jammeh, President of Gambia 57. Alfonso Portillo Cabrera, President of Guatemala 
Fourth row: 58. Joaquim Alberto Chissano, President of Mozambique 59. Leo A. Falcam, President, 
Federated States of Micronesia 60. Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya President of Mauritania 61. 


Alpha Oumar Konare, President of Mali 62. Bakili Muluzi, President of Malawi 63. Valdas Adamkus, President 
of Lithuania 64. Teburoro Tito, President of Kiribati 65. Nursultan A. Nazarbaev, President of Kazakhstan 66. 
Carlos Roberto Flores Facusse, President of Honduras 67. Bharrat Jagdeo, President of Guyana 68. Bernard 
Dowiyogo, President of Nauru 69. Rene Preval, President of Haiti 70. Ferenc Madl, President of Hungary 71. 
Daniel Toroitich arap Moi, President of Kenya 72. Vaira Vike Freiberga, President of Latvia 73. Didier 


Ratsiraka, President of Madagascar 74. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, President of Maldives 75. Kessai Note, 
President of Marshall Islands 76. Ernesto Zedillo, President of Mexico 77. Natsagiyn Bagabandi, President of 
Mongolia Fifth row: 78. Boris Trajkovski, President of Macedonia 79. General Omer Hassan Ahmed 
Al-Bashir, President, Sudan 80. Milan Kucan, President of Slovenia 81. 


Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal 82. Miguel dos Anjos da Cunha Lisboa Trovoada, President of Sao 
Tome and Principe 83. Charles Antrobus, Governor-General of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 84. Emil 
Constantineseu, President of Romania 85. Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Amir of Qatar 86. 


Joseph E. Estrada, President of Philippines 87. Arnoldo Aleman Lacayo, President of Nicaragua 88. King 
Mswati III of Swaziland 89. Aleksander Kwasniewski, President of Poland 90. Petru Lucinschi, President of 
Moldova 91. Maria Domenica Michelotti, Captain Regent of San Marino 92. Gian Marco Marcucci, Captain 
Regent of San Marino 93. Alhaji Anmad Tejan Kabbah, President of Sierra Leone 94. Abdikassim Salad 
Hassan, President of Somalia 95. Emomali Rakhmonov, President of Tajikistan 96. General Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, President of Togo Sixth row: 97. Lester B. Bird, Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda 98. Julio 
Cesar Franco, Vice-President of Paraguay 99. 


Sayyed Faisul Bin Ali Bin Faisul Al-Said, Minister for National Heritage and Culture of Oman 100. Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika, President of Algeria 101. 


Burhanuddin Rabbani, President of Afghanistan 102. Tran Duc Luong, President of Viet Nam 103. Jorge 
Batlle Ibanez, President of Uruguay 104. John Howard, Prime Minister of Australia 105. Zine El Abidine Ben 
Ali, President of Tunisia 106. Sheikh Hamad Bin Mohammad Al-Sharqi, Vice-President of United Arab 
Emirates 107. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of Turkey 108. Leonid D. 


Kuchma, President of Ukraine 109. Hugo Chavez Frias, President of Venezuela 110. Field Marshal Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, President of Yemen 111. Robert G. 


Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe 112. Rexhep Meidani, President of Albania 113. 


Crown Prince Albert of Monaco 114. Arturo Vallarino, First Vice-President of Panama 115. Jules 
Rattankoemar Ajodhia, Vice-President of Suriname Seventh row: 116. David Oddsson, Prime Minister of 
Iceland 117. Keith C. Mitchell, Prime Minister of Grenada 118. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of Ethiopia 119. 


Nagoum Yamassoum, Prime Minister of Chad 120. Yeshey Zimba, Head of Government of Bhutan 121. Guy 
Verhofstadt, Prime Minister of Belgium 122. 


Sheikh Mohammed Bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa, Foreign Minister of Bahrain 123. 


Edward Fenech Adami, Prime Minister of Malta 124. Yasser Arafat, President of the Palestinian Authority 
125. Percival James Patterson, Prime Minister of Jamaica 126. Angelo Cardinal Sodano, Prime Minister of 
Holy See 127. Ehud Barak, Prime Minister of Israel 128. Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh 129. 
Said Musa, Prime Minister of Belize 130. Amre Moussa, Foreign Minister of Egypt 131. Mart Siimann, Prime 
Minister of Estonia 132. Costas Simitis, Prime Minister of Greece 133. Lamine Sidime, Prime Minister of 
Guinea 134. Bertie Ahern, Prime Minister of Ireland Eighth row: 135. Barak T. 


Sope Maautamate, Prime Minister of Vanuatu 136. Basdeo Panday, Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago 
137. Goran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden 138. 


Mikulas Dzurinda, Prime Minister of Slovakia 139. Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis 
140. Antonio Guterres, Prime Minister of Portugal 


141. General Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of Pakistan 142. Wim Kok, Prime Minister of Netherlands 
143. Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili, Prime Minister of Lesotho 144. Marc Forne Molne, Chief of Government of 
Andorra 145. Mario Frick, Prime Minister of Liechtenstein 146. Girija Prasad Koirala, Prime Minister of Nepal 
147. Helen Clark, Prime Minister of New Zealand 148. Sir Mekere Morauta, Prime Minister of Papua New 
Guinea 149. Kenny D. Anthony, Prime Minister of Saint Lucia 150. Goh Chok Tong, Prime Minister of 
Singapore 151. Jose Maria Aznar, President of the Government of Spain 152. Prince 'Ulukalala Lavaka Ata, 
Prime Minister of Tonga 153. lonatana lonatana, Prime Minister of Tuvalu Ninth row: 154. Lakshman 
Kadirgamar, Foreign Minister, Sri Lanka 155. Sabo Nassirou, Foreign Minister of Niger 156. Datuk Seri Syed 
Hamid Albar, Foreign Minister, Malaysia 157. Monie R. Captan, Foreign Minister of Liberia 158. Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister of Kuwait 159. Claude Morel, Representative of 
Seychelles 160. 


Yerodia Abdoulaye Ndombasi, Foreign Minister of Democratic Republic of the Congo 161. Marcel Metefara, 
Foreign Minister of Central African Republic 162. 


Selim Tadmoury, Permanent Representative of Lebanon 163. Joao Bernardo de Miranda, Foreign Minister or 
Angola 164. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, Foreign Minister of United Republic of Tanzania 165. Somsavat 
Lengsavad, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Lao People's Democratic Republic 166. 
Surin Pitsuwan, Foreign Minister of Thailand 167. Billie Miller, Deputy Prime Minister of Barbados 168. 
Farouk Al-Shara’, Foreign Minister of Syria 169. laia Djalo, Foreign Minister of Guinea-Bissa u 170. Michel 
Kafando, Representative of Burkina Faso 171. Tariq Aziz, Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq 172. Anund P. 
Neewoor, Representative of Mauritius 173. Jean-Claude Juncker, Prime Minister of Lux embourg 174. 
Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Representative of Sa moa 175. Severin Ntahomvukiye, Foreign Minister of Burundi 
176. Charles Providence Gomis, Foreign Ministe r of Core d'Ivoire 177. Jeremiah Mancle, Charge d'Affaires, 
Solomo n Islands 178. Murathek C. Imanaliev, Foreign Minister of Kyrgyzstan 179. Abdurrahman Mohamed 
Shalghem, Foreign Minister, Libya 180. Win Aung, Foreign Minister of Myanmar 181. Baryr Berdyev, Foreign 
Minister of Turkme nistan 
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Here are the powerful and the great who rule our planet. Look carefully and you will see them all, from Tony 
Blair and William Clinton to Festus Mogae, the President of Botswana. The photograph is not quite as it 
seems, however - not every country at the UN Summit was able to field its leader, allowing not a few foreign 
ministers, ambassadors and even one finance minister to sneak into this austere group. The keen of eye will 
notice something else a little odd. There are two representatives from one of the world's tiniest nations, San 
Marino. That is because this mini-country chooses to have two heads of state, each one called the Captain 
Regent. 


KEY: First row: 1. Olusegun Obasanjo, Nigeria; 2. Alyaksandr Lukaschenka, Belarus; 3. Ali Abul Ragheb, 
Jordan; 4. King Abdullah II, Jordan; 5. Heydar Aliyev, Azerbaijan; 6. Robert Kocharian, Armenia; 7. Tony 
Blair, United Kingdom; 8. Jacques Chirac, France; 9. Bill Clinton, US; 10. Tarja Halonen, Finland; 11. Kofi 
Annan, UN Secretary-General; 12. Sam Nujoma, Namibia; 13. Jiang Zemin, China; 14. Vladimir Putin, 
Russia; 15. Fernando de la Rua, Argentina; 16. Thomas Klestil, Austria; 17. Sir Orville Turnquest, Bahamas; 
18. King Harald V, Norway; 19. Jens Stoltenberg, Norway; 20. Kim Dae-jung, South Korea; 21. Abdurrahman 
Wahid, Indonesia; Second row: 22. Denis Sassou Nguesso, Republic Congo; 23. Andres Pastrana Arango, 
Colombia; 24. Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro, Cape Verde; 25. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin 
Waddaulah, Brunei; 26. Festus G. Mogae, Botswana; 27. Flt-Lt Jerry Rawlings, Ghana; 28. Gerhard Schroder 
(umlaut 0), Germany; 29. Harri Holkeri, the General Assembly 55th session 30. Louise Frechette, Deputy UN 
Secretary-General; 31. Theo-Ben Gurirab, the General Assembly 54th session; 32. Yoshiro Mori, Japan; 33. 
Fidel Castro, Cuba; 34. Alija Izetbegovic, Bosnia and Herzegovina; 35. Petar Stoyanov, Bulgaria; 36. Thabo 
Mbeki, South Africa; 37. Ricardo Lagos Escobar, Chile; 38. Colonel Azali Assoumani, Comoros; Third row: 
39. Eduard A. Shevardnadze, Georgia; 40. El Hadj Omar Bongo, Gabon; 41. Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, Equatorial Guinea; 42. Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, Ecuador; 43. Ismail Omar Guelleh, Djibouti; 44. 
Jean Chretien, Canada; 45. Glafcos Clerides, Cyprus; 46. Miguel Angel Rodriguez Echeverria, Costa Rica; 
47. Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, Saudi Arabia; 48. Crown Prince Moulay Rachid, Morocco; 
49. Marco Antonio de Oliveira Maciel, Brazil; 50. Stjepan Mesic, Croatia; 51. Vaclav Havel, Czech Republic; 
52. Giuliano Amato, Italy; 53. Hipolito Mejia Dominguez, Dominican Republic; 54. Francisco Guillermo Flores 
Perez, Salvador; 55. Isaias Afwerki, Eritrea; 56. Colonel Yahya Jammch, Gambia; 57. Alfonso Portillo 
Cabrera, Guatemala; Fourth row: 58. Joaquim Alberto Chissano, Mozambique; 59. Leo A. Flacam, 
Micronesia; 60. SFE, Mauritania; 61. Alpha Oumar Konare, Mali; 62. Bakili 
Muluzi, Malawi; 63. Valdas Adamkus, Lithuania; 64. Teburoro Tito, Kiribati; 65. Nursultan A. Nazarbaev, 
Kazakhstan; 66. Carlos Roberto Flores Facusse, Honduras; 67. Bharrat Jagdeo, Guyana; 68. Bernard 
Dowiyogo, Nauru; 69. Rene Preval, Haiti; 70. Ferenc Mad, Latvia; 71. Daniel arap Moi, Kenya; 72. Vaira 
Vike-Freiberga, Latvia; 73. Didier Ratsiraka, Madagascar; 74. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, Maldives; 75. Kessai 
Note, Marshall Islands; 76. Ernesto Zedillo, Mexico; 77. Natsagiyn Bagabandi, Mongolia; Fifth row: 78. Boris 
Trajkovski, former Yugoslav Republic Macedonia; 79. Lt-Gen Omer Hassan Ahmed AI-Bashir, Sudan; 80. 
Milan Kucan, Slovenia; 81. Abdoulaye Wade, Senegal; 82. Miguel dos Anjos da Cunha Lisboa Trovoada, Sao 
Tome and Principe; 83. Charles Antrobus, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; 84. Emil Constantinescu, 
Romania; 85. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Qatar; 86. Joseph E Estrada, Philippines; 87. Arnoldo 
Aleman Lacayo, Nicaragua; 88. King Mswati Ill, Swaziland; 89. Aleksander Kwasniewski, Poland; 90. Petru 
Lucinschi, Moldova; 91. Maria Domenca Michelotti, San Marino; 92. Gian Marco Marcucci, San Marino; 93. 
Alhaji Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, Sierra Leone; 94. Abdikassim Salad Hassan, Somalia; 95. Emomali 
Rakhmonov, Tajikistan; 96. General Gnassingbe Eyadema, Togo; Sixth row: 97. Lester Bird, Antigua and 
Barbuda; 98. Julio Cesar Franco, Paraguay; 99. Sayyed Faisul Bin Ali Bin Faisul Al-Said, Oman; 100. 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, Algeria; 101. Pr essor Burhanuddin Rabbani, Afghanistan; 102. Tran Duc Luong, 
Vietnam; 103. Jorge Batlle Ibanez, Uruguay; 104. John Howard, Australia; 105. Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, 
Tunisia; 106. Sheikh Hamad Bin Mohammad Al-Sharqi, United Arab Emirates; 107. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, 
Turkey; 108. Leonid S Kuchma, Ukraine; 109. Hugo Chavez, Venezuela; 110. Field Marshal Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, Yemen; 111. Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe; 112. Rexhep Meidani, Albania; 113. Crown Prince Albert, 
Monaco; 114. Arturo Vallarino, Panama; 115. Jules Rattankoemar Ajodhia, Suriname; Seventh row: 116. 


David Oddsson, Iceland; 117. Keith C. Mitchell, Grenada; 118. Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia; 119. Nagoum 
Yamassoum, Chad; 120. Yeshey Zimba, Bhutan; 121. Guy Verhofstadt, Belgium; 122. Shaikh Mohammed 
Bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa, Bahrain; 123. Edward Fenech Adami, Malta; 124. Yasser Arafat, Palestinian 
Authority; 125. Percival James Patterson, Jamaica; 126. Angelo Cardinal Sodano, Holy See; 127. Ehud 
Barak, Israel; 128. Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh; 129. Said Musa, Belize; 130. Amre Moussa, Egypt; 131. Mart 
Siimann, Estonia; 132. Costas Simitis, Greece; 133. Lamine Sidime, Guinea; 134. Bertie Ahern, Ireland; 
Eighth row: 135. Barak T. Sope Maautamate, Vanuatu; 136. Basdeo Panday, Trinidad and Tobago; 137. 
Goran Persson, Sweden; 138. Mikulas Dzurinda, Slovakia; 139. Denzil Douglas, Saint Kitts and Nevis; 140. 
Antonio Guterres, Portugal; 141. General Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan; 142. Wim Kok, Netherlands; 143. 
Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili, Lesotho; 144. Marc Forne Molne, Andorra; 145. Mario Frick, Liechtenstein; 146. 
Girija Prasad Koirala, Nepal; 147. Helen Clark, New Zealand; 148. Sir Mekere Morauta, Papua New Guinea; 
149. Kenny D. Anthony, Saint Lucia; 150. Goh Chok Tong, Singapore; 151. Jose Maria Aznar, Spain; 152. 
Prince "Ulukalala Lavaka Ata, Tonga; 153. lonatana lonatana, Tuvalu; Ninth row: 154. Lakshman 
Kadirgamar, Sri Lanka; 155. Sabo Nassirou, Niger; 156. Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, Malaysia; 157. Monie 
R. Captan, Liberia; 158. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait; 159. Claude Morel, Seychelles; 
160. Yerodia Abdoulaye Ndombasi, Congo; 161. Marcel Metefara, Central African Republic; 162. Selim 
Tadmoury, Lebanon; 163. Joao Bernardo de Miranda, Angola; 164. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, Tanzania; 165. 
Somsavat Lengsavad, Laos; 166. Surin Pitsuwan, Thailand; 167. Billie Miller, Barbados; 168. Farouk 
Al-Shara’, Syrian Arab Republic; 169. laia Djalo, Guinea-Bissau; 170. Michel Kafando, Burkina Faso; 171. 
Tariq Aziz, Deputy Iraq; 172. Anund P. Neewoor, Mauritius; 173. Jean-Claude Juncker, Luxembourg; 174. 
Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Samoa; 175. Severin Ntahomvukiye, Burundi; 176. Charles Providence Gomis, Core 
d'lvoire; 177. Jeremiah Manele, Solomon Islands; 178. Muratbek C. Imanaliev, Kyrgyzstan; 179. 
Abdurrahman Mohamed Shalghem, Libyan Arab Jamabiriya; 180. Win Aung, Myanmar; 181. Batyr Berdyev, 
Turkmenistan. 


Not included in the official picture are the following heads of state or government and dignitaries also at the 
summit: Mathieu Kerekou, Benin; Hugo Banzer Suarez, Bolivia; Samdech Hun Sen, Cambodia; Paul Biya, 
Cameroon; Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, Denmark; Roosevelt Douglas, Dominica; Atal Behari Vajpayee, India; 
Seyed Mohammad Khatami, Iran; Hersey Kyota, Palau Alberto Fujimori Fujimori, Peru; Paul Kagame, 
Rwanda; Adolf Ogi, Switzerland; Islam A. Karimov, Uzbekistan; Frederick J. T. Chiluba, Zambia. 
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NEW YORK -- As the largest gathering of world leaders in history began at the United Nations on 
Wednesday, thousands of protesters tried to draw the attention of the heads of state inside to a myriad of 
causes. 


Fourteen protesters calling for an end to the Iranian regime of President Mohammad Khatami were charged 
with disorderly conduct and obstructing traffic near the United Nations. 


Inside the world body's headquarters, Mideast peace talks entered a decisive phase as President Clinton met 
with Palestinian and Israeli representatives and called on all leaders at the meeting to help both sides bring 
an end to the conflict. 


Conciliatory talk on the subject of the Middle East was hard to find outside, however, as protesters chanted 
and held up signs that read "Barak equals Arafat" and "Never give away our land." 


Israeli Prime Minister Enud Barak "has no mandate to sign an agreement," said Tova Abady, one of a group 
of about 30 people objecting to any agreement that would cede land to the Palestinians. 


"Jerusalem is Israel's eternal capital," she said. "Every inch of Israel is holy land." 


Nearby, 2,500 practitioners of Falun Gong filled an entire city block quietly protesting against a continuing 
campaign against their spiritual movement by the Chinese government. 


Earlier in the day, several thousand people performed the slow and graceful movements that Falun Gong 
says increase energy at a park 10 blocks from the United Nations. 


They then marched up Third Avenue to protest quietly a few blocks away from the organization. Many wore 
yellow T-shirts that said "Stop Suppressing the Falun Gong." 


"We're here to practice Falun Gong. We think everybody should have the right to practice it," said Ving Lan, 
32, who said she had traveled to New York from her home in Biella, Italy. 


"In China, many don't have the right," she said, adding that members there had lost their jobs or houses or 
been expelled from school. 


A protest by the American Anti-Slavery Group targeted Sudan's president, Lt. Gen. Omar Hassan al-Bashir, 
and Mauritania's president, Col. Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


Protesters, including people identified as escaped slaves from the two African countries, stood outside the 
Sudan Permanent Mission in New York to "demand justice on behalf of 27 million people enslaved today 
worldwide." 


While the occasional sedan with tinted windows and diplomatic tags sped by the day's protesters, leaders 
attending the summit were nowhere to be seen. 
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Nouakchott, Mauritania ae. A ae reste News Agency, September 13, 2000) - Mauritanian President 


has reshuffled his cabinet following a proposal by Prime Minister Cheikh El 
Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna. 


The president's office said in a statement that three ministers and one minister of state have left the 
government. These are Die Ba (health and social affairs), Col. Mohamed Ould Sid'Ahmed Lekhal (rural 
development and environment) and Mohamed Lemine Ould Mohamed Fall (state minister for Literacy). 


Among the newcomers are Lemraboot Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh Ahmed, a former food security 
commissioner, who becomes justice minister; Diop Abdoulaye Hamatt, a former ambassador to Russia, 
minister of crafts and tourism, and Ba Amadou, a former ambassador at the foreign ministry, ministeo of 
equipment and transport. 


Also on the newcomer list are Fatimetou Mint Mohamed Saleck, appointed as minister of state in charge of 
promoting computer science, and Deddoud Ould Abdellahi, minister of state for literacy. 


Cheyakh Ould Ely retains his post as minister of state in charge of the Arab Maghreb at the foreign ministry. 


Former trade Minister Anamdi Ould Hamadi moves to rural development and environment ministry, while 
former justice Minister Mohamed Salem Ould Merzoug goes to the social affairs. 


Copyright 1900 Panafrican News Agency. Distributed via Africa News Online. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 13 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has reshuffled 


his government, moving the justice minister to the health ministry but leaving other important positions 
unchanged, official sources said on Wednesday. 


The new appointments were made on Tuesday. 
As usual in Mauritania, there has been no official statement to explain the reshuffle. 


Ministerial changes are common in the West African country, which straddles Arab and black Africa. The 
outgoing cabinet had lasted 16 months, longer than most in recent years. 


Justice Minister Mohamed Salem ould Merzog becomes health and social affairs minister, replaced at justice 
by newcomer Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould Cheick Ahmed. 


The rural development and transport ministers lost their jobs along with the health minister, while the trade 
minister switched to rural development. 


The government has created a new post outside the cabinet of secretary of state for developing the use of 
information technology, to be filled by a woman, Fatimetou mint Mohamed Saleck, who will report to the 
prime minister. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (000913) 


President............sseee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
(Apptd 16 Nov 98) 

MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid Ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DO@PENCC.:.sicssccecseensscteeenaasceesssenaset Kaba Ould ELEYA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed Ould NANI 
Equcattion.........cccceecceeseeeeees Sghaer Ould M'BARECK 
FINANCE... eee eeeteeeeeeeeeneeeeenee Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed el Mokhtar Ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............ Ahmed Ould SID'AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs.............. Mohamed Salem ould MERZOG 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


Justice... Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
Mining & Industry........eeeeeeeeeeees Shagh Ould RAJEL 

Rural Development & Environment............ Ahamdy Ould HAMADY 
Trade, Craft, & TOuriSM......... eee DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, SupplieS......... eee BA Amadou Racine 

Water, Energy........eceeeeeee Cheikh Ahmed ould ZAHAF 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (000927) 


President............sseee Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
(Apptd 16 Nov 98) 

MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid Ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DO@PENCO. cies sccecseensseteeenaasceeessenaset Kaba Ould ELEYA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed Ould NANI 
Equcattion.........ccceccceeseeees Sidi Mokhtar Ould NAJI 

FINANCE... eee eect eeeeeeeneeeeenes Kamara Ali GUELADIO 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed el Mokhtar Ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............ Ahmed Ould SID'AHMED 
Health, Social Affairs.............. Mohamed Salem ould MERZOG 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah Ould Abdel JELIL 


Justice... Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
Mining & Industry........eeeeeeeeeeees Shagh Ould RAJEL 

Rural Development & Environment............ Ahamdy Ould HAMADY 
Trade, Craft, & TOuriSM......... eee DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, SupplieS......... eee BA Amadou Racine 

Water, Energy........eceeeeeee Cheikh Ahmed ould ZAHAF 


Central Bank Governot................. Mahfoud ould LEMBRABOTT 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 
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Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) (Panafrican News Agency, October 5, 2000) - President Maaouya Ould 
and his Tunisian counterpart, Zine Abidine Ben Ali, had a GSM telephone conversation, 

Wednesday, to formally inaugurate the first cellular telephone network set up in Mauritania by Mattel, a joint 

Mauritania-Tunisia Telecommunications firm. 


This followed the liberalisation of the telecommunications sector in Mauritania. 


Mattel is the first company to be granted a mobile telephone operation licence in Mauritania at a cost of six 
billion Ouguiya (236.40 Ouguiya = 1 US dollar). 


A second licence was granted to Mauritel, a new local Mobile telephone company. 


The Mattel-GSM mobile cellular telephone network now links the cities of Nouadhibou and Nouakchott. 
Officials said the network would be extended to other Mauritanian cities in the near future. 


During the ceremony, Mauritania's telecommunications minister, Dah Ould Abdeljelil and his Tunisian 
counterpart, Anmed Afriaa, cut the symbolic ribbon launching mobile telephone communication between their 
countries. 


Copyright 2000 Panafrican News Agency. Distributed via Africa News Online. 
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DAKAR, Oct 11 (AFP) - A new Mauritanian opposition party Wednesday urged the Nouakchott government to 
break off relations with Israel and demanded the immediate release of people arrested during pro- Palestinian 
demonstrations. 


The Rally of Democratic Patriots (RPD), which was founded in neighbouring Senegal, "energetically 
condemns" what it described as Israel's "barbaric acts" towards Palestinians and "appeals to the international 
community, above all the United Nations, to start reprisals against Israel." 


The opposition party did not specify what kind of reprisals should be envisaged. 


In a statement issued here, the RPD also demanded "the immediate release of political prisoners arrested" 
this week in Mauritania. 


Police have since Tuesday rounded up about a dozen suspected members of the clandestine Islamic 
organisation Hassem accused of organising violent anti-Israeli demonstrations in Nouakchott last Friday. 


The Mauritanian police warned that further arrests could be carried out. 


Among people arrested were two officials of Anmed Ould Daddah's main opposition party, the Union of 
Democratic Forces (UFD), which had called for a big anti-Israeli protest march in the Mauritanian capital on 
Wednesday. 


Observers in Nouakchott said the arrests could heighten tensions between the regime of Maaouya Ould Sid 
and the UFD, a founder member of an opposition coalition front, while the authorities could ban 
further street protests. 


Several police officers and demonstrators were hurt in clashes last Friday, but protests, including a sit-in 
outside the foreign ministry, have continued on an almost daily basis. 


Mauritania, a member of the Arab League, established full diplomatic ties with Israel last year. 


Security forces have kept demonstrators away from the Israeli embassy, which has been a primary target 
since an outbreak of bloodshed between Israelis and Palestinians began two weeks ago, threatening the 
Mideast process. 


Spiralling violence has raged in the Palestinian territories and claimed 100 lives in the past two weeks, 
sparking protests in several Arab and Islamic nations against what demonstrators describe as Israeli 
repression. 


at-bur/nb/jlr 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 11 (AFP) - Mauritania's ruling party called Wednesday for a "massive march" here in 
support of Palestinians, after two weeks of bloodshed in the Palestinian territories, and violent anti-Israeli 
protests here. 


In a statement released from the capital, the ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) said the 
march, planned for Saturday, would be peaceful and express "support for Palestinian victims." 


The statement denounced ongoing "violence and use of force," in the Middle East, and urged authorities 
there to negotiate peace. 


On Wednesday the death toll from clashes between Israelis and Palestinians passed the 100 mark, with the 
ailing Mideast peace process to its knees. 


The ruling party's statement here came swiftly after one of Mauritania's opposition party, the Rally of 
Democratic Patriots (RPD), urged the Nouakchott government to break off relations with Israel. 


The party "energetically" condemned what it described as Israel's "barbaric acts" towards Palestinians and 
appealed to the international community, above all the United Nations, to start reprisals against Israel." 


The opposition party did not specify what kind of reprisals should be envisaged, however. 


The party also demanded "the immediate release of political prisoners" arrested this week during 
pro-Palestinian demonstrations in Nouakchott. 


Police have rounded up about a dozen suspected members of the clandestine Islamic organisation Hassem 
accused of organising violent anti-Israeli demonstrations last Friday. 


The Mauritanian police warned that further arrests could be carried out. 


Among people arrested were two officials of Anmed Ould Daddah's main opposition party, the Union of 
Democratic Forces (UFD), which had called for a big anti-Israeli protest march in the Mauritanian capital on 
Wednesday. 


Observers in Nouakchott said the arrests could heighten tensions between the regime of Maaouya Ould Sid. 
and the UFD, a founder member of an opposition coalition front, while the authorities could ban 
further street protests. 


Several police officers and demonstrators were hurt in clashes last Friday, but protests, including a sit-in 
outside the foreign ministry, have continued on an almost daily basis. 


Mauritania, a member of the Arab League, established full diplomatic ties with Israel last year. 


Security forces have kept demonstrators away from the Israeli embassy, which has been a primary target 
since the outbreak of bloodshed between Israelis and Palestinians. 


Spiralling violence in the Palestinian territories and Israel has sparked protests in several Arab and Islamic 
nations against what demonstrators describe as Israeli repression. 
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Abidjan (UN Integrated Regional Information Network, November 2, 2000) - COTE D'IVOIRE: Red Cross 
opens clinic for post-election wounded - Cote d'lvoire's Red Cross society has opened a clinic for people 
injured in post-election violence last week. The clinic is located in Adjame, a neighbourhood adjacent to the 
central administrative district, Le Plateau. 


Adjame and other low-income neighbourhoods such as Abobo, Anyama and Youpougon saw much of the 
unrest on 25-26 October that followed a call for new elections by the opposition Rassemblement des 
Republicains (RDR) party. Scores of people died: corpses were still being found this week, including one that 
surfaced on Thursday in a lagoon. 


Hundreds of people were wounded. Some have been treated under tents outside the home of RDR leader 
Alassane Ouattara. Most of the dead and wounded were reportedly RDR supporters. Survivors accused the 
gendarmes of much of the killing. 


COTE D'IVOIRE: National reconciliation committee formed 


State Mediator Mathieu Ekra announced on Wednesday the formation of a Committee of Mediation for 
National Reconciliation following post-election violence that claimed many lives in Cote d'Ivoire last week. 


The Commission's 23 members include priests, imams, military officers, academics, NGO personalities and 
journalists. It was put together at the initiative of Ekra, co-author of Cote d'lvoire's national anthem and a 
former government minister under late president Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 


One of its aims is to create a framework for dialogue so as to achieve a climate of mutual understanding and 
trust. The idea, Ekra said, is to "put a definitive end to the bloody clashes, first among demonstrators of the 
various political sides, then between demonstrators and security forces, and finally among the security forces 
themselves, for such is, unfortunately, the sad reality of the situation that we experienced". 


Other objectives include understanding the causes of the clashes, assessing their impact and proposing 
solutions. The Commission also aims to "enlighten everyone so as to clear the misunderstandings concerning 
the legitimacy of the presidential election, and help people accept the results of the poll with a view to 
avoiding further ordeals for our people". 


The commission's brief also includes proposing rules of good conduct and sound cooperation among the 
various political parties; helping the security forces to show greater indulgence in ensuring law and order; 
creating frameworks for discussing problems threatening national unity; and consulting with all groups that 
make up the nation. 


SIERRA LEONE: UN Secretary-General appeals for troop contributions 


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has u,ged countries to contribute soldiers to the United Nations Mission in 
Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), warning that a continued lack of support could adversely affect peace efforts in the 
country, UN News reported. The call followed decisions by India and Jordan to withdraw their contingents 
from the peacekeeping force. 


In a report issued on Wednesday, Annan warned that recent offers of troop contributions will "barely be 
enough" to compensate for the withdrawal of the Jordanian and Indian contingents. There are also fears that 
if UNAMSIL does not receive the peacekeepers it needs now, it will be impossible to further strengthen it next 
year, as had been previously envisaged, the report stated. 


The report also focuses on the humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone, including the plight of 300,000 people 
whose displacement since May has brought the number of IDPs to 500,000. Some camps have been 
expanded, but existing sites are "seriously overcrowded", Annan wrote. He also drew attention to the plight of 
about one million people who remain beyond the reach of aid agencies in rebel-controlled areas. 


Turning to the crises facing West Africa as a whole, Annan said he agreed with the conclusion of a recent 
Security Council mission that "comprehensive action" was needed. "The recent disquieting developments in 
Cote d'lvoire are a further vindication of the need for such an approach," he wrote, noting that he had set up a 
task force to make recommendations on a "coordinated and coherent" UN response to the problems of the 
subregion. 


GUINEA-BISSAU: Energy shortage 


A fuel shortage in Guinea-Bissau is compounding an existing eiergy shortfall, a humanitarian source told IRIN 
on Thursday. 


Much of the electricity available in the capital, Bissau, comes from private generators since the water and 
power utility is unable to satisfy the town's needs, the source said. AFP reported that the company had lost its 
last generator, but this could not be immediately confirmed. 


The source said many institutions, hospitals included, depend on small generators installed on their premises. 
However, a dispute between the local oil dealers representing Shell, Elf and Petrogas and the state has led to 
a shortage of fuel for the generators. 


Earlier this week, the companies called on the state to decontrol fuel prices, saying that they have been 
selling at a loss. Since then, the amount of fuel on the market has decreased significantly, the source said. 


NIGERIA: Vigilante group to enforce Sharia 


Nigeria's northern Zamfara State has formed an armed vigilante group to enforce Islamic law, or Sharia, AFP 
reported on Wednesday. 


The 2,000-strong force was trained in Zamfara's capital, Gusau, and its members are armed with swords, 
batons, knives and axes, AFP quoted an anonymous local official as saying. Zamfara was the first state in 
Nigeria to declare Sharia. Eight others have followed. 


Religious and ethnic clashes have claimed hundreds of lives in Nigeria this year. The country's north is 
largely Muslim, while the south is mainly Christian. More than 100 people were killed in the largest city, 
Lagos, in October when a militant Yoruba vigilante group, the Oodua People's Congress, attacked Hausas. 


NIGER: Niger teachers suspend strike until Monday 
(R)iger's largest trade union, the Syndicat national des enseignants du Niger, 


has suspended until Monday its action to recover one out of 12 months' salary arrears the government owes 
teachers, a reporter with R and M Radio told IRIN on Thursday. 


The reporter, Mamane Mamanekanta, said the suspension followed a meeting of union leaders who accepted 
a Niamey court ruling that the manner in which they had called the strike on 16 October was illegal. 


Now the union has informed the government it will resume its protest unless the unions' 14,000 members get 
one months' pay. The union represents primary, secondary and college teachers who have protested against 
successive cash-strapped governments to force them to pay the arrears, which date back several years. A 
formula reached with past governments to gradually reduce the arrears has not worked. 


NIGER: 13 nationals killed in October's ethnic clashes 


Thirteen nationals of Niger were among 100 people killed in mid-October clashes between Hausas and 
Yorubas in Lagos, AFP quoted Niger's state radio as saying. 


A news source in Niamey, the capital of Niger, told IRIN that the death toll was furnished to the government 
by the Niger Embassy in Nigeria. AFP said five other Niger nationals were seriously wounded and admitted to 
hospital. 


The Nigerian government blamed a now banned Yoruba vigilante group, the Oodua Peoples Congress, for 
starting the four days of violence on October 15 that also spread to other cities in Nigeria. 


CHAD: Claims and counter-claims of fighting in the Tibesti 


The rebel Mouvement pour la Democratie et la Justice au Tchad (MDJT) has denied oeports that the brother 
of its leader died in weekend clashes in northern Chad's Tibesti region, Radio France Internationale (RF1) 
reported on Thursday. 


Chadian military sources had said on Wednesday that there was fierce fighting on 29-31 October between 
the army and the MDJT in the rugged mountain region, AFP reported. The French news agency quoted 
Communication Minister Mahamat Louani as saying the fighting took place in an area called Pumou. 


The MDJT is led by one-time defence minister Youssouf Togoimi, who formed the group in late 1998 after 
falling out with President Idriss Deby. The government said his brother, Kali Togoi, was one of several people 
killed on both sides. Louani also said several MDJT vehicles were destroyed. 


However, the MDJT said the report of the "imaginary fighting" and of Kali Togoi's death was "a shameful and 
grotesque" fabrication meant to boost the morale of Ndjamena's troops. 


Obtaining independent confirmation of events in the Tibesti, a remote region, is usually difficult. 
MAURITANIA: Protests mount against government 


Demonstrations against the Mauritanian government have mounted in the past week over the 
Israeli-Palestinian crisis and the banning of a popular Mauritanian opposition party. 


The dual nature of recent demonstrations poses a complicated problem for the government of President 

' . A protest last Friday by the banned Union des forces democratiques - Ere 
Nouvelle (UFD-EN) drew some 15,000 people into the streets of the coastal town of Nouadhibou, about 350 
km north of the capital Nouakchott. 


"This party has become very popular and theycan mobilise a lot of people, particularly around this issue of 
Palestinians and refugees," Cheikh Saad Bouh Kamara, president of the Mauritanian Association of Human 
Rights, told IRIN on Thursday. 


Demonstrations have also taken place in Nouakchott. Youths clashed with Mauritanian security forces on 
Wednesday and at least four people were detained. They were released on Thursday, Kamara said. 


The government on Saturday banned the UFD-EN, which is led by former presidential candidate Anmed Ould 
Daddah. Despite elections, Mauritanians have not been able to choose their leaders freely and fairly. Officials 
said they banned the opposition party for fomenting violence and acting against the interests of the country. 


Mauritania, an Islamic state, established ties with Israel in 1999. 
MAURITANIA: Iraq refuses relief supplies from Mauritania 


Iraq on Thursday turned away a Mauritanian plane carrying relief supplies because of Nouakchott's ties with 
Israel. 


"They want to bring some medicine and food to the people, but not to the government," a Mauritanian human 
rights worker told IRIN. 


Iraq refused to clear the Air Mauritanie plane because of the "presence on board of the president of a 
friendship association between Mauritania and the Zionist entity," AFP quoted Iraq's official INA news agency 
as saying. The Mauritanian government did not sponsor the flight. 


Mauritania, an Islamic state, established ties with Israel last year and has been facing mounting 
pro-Palestinian protests by its youths. 


It was one of only a few countries that backed Iraq during the 1991 Gulf War. In 1999, however, the 
Mauritanian govurnment accused Baghdad of preparing subversive activity against it for having established 
diplomatic relations with Israel. 


This item is delivered by the UN's IRIN humanitarian information unit (e-mail: irin@ocha.unon.org; fax: +254 2 
622129; Web: http:/Awww.reliefweb.int/IRIN), but may not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations. 
If you re-print, copy, archive or re-post this item, please retain this credit and disclaimer. 





Copyright 2000 UN Integrated Regional Information Network. Distributed via Africa News Online. 
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DOHA, Nov 11 (Reuters) - Iranian President Mohammad Khatami urged leaders of the world's 1.2 billion 
Muslims on Saturday to sever ties with Israel, saying Muslims should make use of their power in confronting 
the Jewish state. 


"In dealing with the Zionist regime, the Muslim world has failed to close ranks or at least believe in its own 
power and make use of it," the official IRNA news agency quoted Khatami as saying before flying to Qatar for 
a three-day Islamic summit. 


"The problem of Palestine has always been a source of concern for the Muslim world," he added. 


Leaders of the 56-member Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the world's largest Islamic body, 
converged in Qatar for the summit starting on Sunday which is expected to reiterate Khatami's call to sever 
ties with Israel for killings of Palestinians seen as amounting to war crimes. 


Among the first to arrive were Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Abdullah, 
reversing his boycott of the Muslim world's biggest gathering in three years after Qatar bowed to pressure to 
cut low-level ties with Israel. 


But some prominent leaders, including Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Moroccan King Mohammed 
stayed away, sending instead senior aides. 


Qatar's last minute move on Thursday saved the summit from collapse and paved the way for the attendance 
of Crown Prince Abdullah and Iranian President Mohammad Khatami. 


Iran, the outgoing OIC head, has led efforts for an immediate break in relations with Israel and a clear 
condemnation of its ally, the United States, for the killings of Palestinians waging a 45-day-old uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


But delegates said moderates led by Egypt and Turkey had prevailed, toning down criticism of Washington 
and approving a compromise draft resolution that kept anti-Israel rhetoric but gave members the freedom to 
continue ties with Israel. 


Palestinian Planning Minister Nabil Shaath told Reuters on Friday that "the decision invites all members to cut 
their relations but it gives the right to choose." 


Turkish Foreign Ministry official Ziyal Ugur said cutting ties was an issue each country had to decide for itself. 
"Turkey will use its relations with Israel to the benefit of the peace process," he added. 


CLEAR SIGNAL TO ISRAEL 


Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi said the summit would send a clear signal to Israel and its U.S. ally. 
"The message is that we cannot stand idle towards what is happening to the Palestinians," he said. 


At least 202 people, all but 20 of them Palestinians, have been killed in six weeks of Israeli-Palestinian 
violence. 


Authorities placed the Qatari capital Doha under tight security for the summit. 


The main seafront road to the conference centre was closed to traffic and residents said businesses, 
especially along the main conference route, were at a near standstill. 


Delegates said the ministers agreed on setting up a committee to lobby the five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council to create a United Nations force to protect Palestinians against what they say is 
excessive Israeli force. 


Egypt's Foreign Minister Amr Moussa told the ministerial meeting that Cairo wanted a "gradual punishment 
against Israel that could eventually lead to a break-up in ties." 


Four moderate Arab countries - Morocco, Tunis, Oman and Qatar - have obeyed the resolutions of a summit 
in Cairo last month, which called for a cut in ties. 


Delegates said the spotlight was now on Mauritania, which set up full ambassadorial relations with Israel in 
1999. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was staying away from the summit and sent his 


Foreign Minister instead, officials in Nouakchott said. They did not explain why. 


Bahrain, which has a long-standing territorial dispute with Qatar, has sent a low-level delegation headed by 
its justice minister to the conference. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 28 (Reuters) - Mauritania marked 40 years of independence on Tuesday with the 
announcement of reforms aimed at defusing political tension fired by demonstrations urging an end 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 


But celebrations were muted, with no torchlight march, flag-raising ceremony or parade in the capital 
Nouakchott for the first time since independence from France in 1960. 


Sources said security concerns were behind the decision to scale down the festivities. 


President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya appeared to hold out an olive branch to the opposition, saying in 
a radio address late on Monday that the government would introduce an element of proportional 
representation in parliamentary elections to introduce more parties into parliament. 


Friction between the government and the opposition intensified after two months of renewed violence in the 
Middle East prompted demonstrations by Mauritanians demanding the government sever diplomatic links with 
Israel. 


Police sources said on Tuesday that two students had been arrested overnight on suspicion of organising the 
marches, which have all but ceased in the past week. 


One opposition party was banned by the authorities last month in a bid to quell the protests, and the reforms 
announced by Taya in his address appeared to be an attempt to smooth relations. 


Taya also said the government would ensure broader coverage of political parties by state media and 
examine ways of improving party funding. 


Out of around 20 political parties in the West African country, only a handful are currently financed by the 
state. Private funding for political parties is restricted. 


With only one opposition member in the 79-strong parliament, and only one of 56 senators drawn from the 
opposition, Taya's opponents have been pressing for reforms for some time. 


"These reforms go in the direction of what we have always wanted," Sarr Ibrahima, secretary-general of the 
opposition Action for Change, told Reuters. 


"But it is regretful that that we were unable to discuss them with the president." 


But Ahmed ould Lafdal, spokesman for the banned Union of Democratic Forces-New Era (UFD-EN), said 
Taya's reforms were "a joke in bad taste" after UFD-EN was banned in October following a series of 
anti-Israel demonstrations. 


Mauritania, spanning Black and Arab Africa in the northwest of the continent, became only the third Arab 
state to forge full diplomatic links with Israel in 1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 27 (Reuters) - Mauritanian civil servants are to receive a 10 percent pay rise from 
January 1, the third successive rise in three years, president NEPSUNeeIaGd RENISUEGA said on 
Wednesday. 


Taya announced the pay rise in an address to the nation to mark the end of the Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan. Civil servants received rises of 15 percent in 1999 and eight percent in 2000. 


He said that the West African country's economic performance justified the increase. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 28 (AFP) - Mauritania's Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) opposition party has lodged 
an appeal in court against its dissolution by the government, its secretary-general, Anmed Ould Daddah, said 
Thursday. 


Ould Daddah refused to be drawn by journalists on his decision to go to court. In the past, he has frequently 
expressed doubts that the judiciary is independent of President fie eS IGSIRR TEs 
government. 


Authorities in the west African Saharan nation dissolved the UFD on October 28, accusing it of "constant 
instigation of violence" and "action to undermine the country's interests." 


Ould Daddah was entitled by law to appeal within two months of the ban and never ruled out court action, 
though he has previously said that it was not a priority. 


He had stated that the decree dissolving the UFD was "null and void" since it was factually unsubstantiated 
and procedurally flawed. 


The party leadership has dismissed charges that it is extreme or deliberately out for confrontation. 


Ould Daddah, who ran for the presidency in 1992 and has been behind bars several times for his views, is 
half-brother to the first head of state, Mokhtar Ould Daddah, who was overthrown in 1978. 


He said he preferred the UFD to be seen as a "highly active opposition party which, for that reason, upsets 
authorities who are more comfortable in a position where the only real challenge to it is pushed out of 
politics." 


Reforms introduced by the government, which are due to go to parliament on January 11, encourage the 
UFD to seek a legal opposition role, even if the party considers them insufficient, an authoritative source said. 


The reforms concern introducing proportional representation during general elections, the financing of political 
parties and giving them access to the official media, and holding early local government elections in October 
2001 at the same time as a parliamentary poll. 
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Text of report by Malian radio on 23 January 


President Alpha Oumar Konare this morning received in audience Mauritanian Defence Minister Mohamed 
Ould Elewa in Bamako. The visiting minister was bearer of a message from Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 
president of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, to his Malian counterpart. It is believed that issues related to 
bilateral cooperation were at the centre of their discussions. Correspondent Saliou Sanogo, who was present, 
has the details: 


[Sanogo - recording] After attending the festivities marking the 40th anniversary of our Malian armed forces, 
the Mauritanian national defence minister was at Koulouba, the presidential headquarters, this morning. He 
delivered a message from his Mauritanian counterpart, WSSSiREROUICS TSI EMEAETENS, The message is 
said to be related to issues of subregional cooperation. Let us listen to Minister Mohamed Ould Elewa: 


[Elewa] | have brought a message from his brother, President Taya. The message is related to the fraternal 
relations of cooperation between our two countries. As you know, there are permanent consultations between 
the two presidents on all problems and particularly problems in the subregion and between our two countries. 
The permanent consultations also concern problems affecting the Organization for the Development of the 
Senegal River [OMVS] and among the three OMVS member states, namely Mali, Mauritania and Senegal. 
On behalf of the Mauritanian head of state, | thanked the president for all his efforts within the framework of 
the organization which have yielded very positive results. 


[Sanogo] In his capacity as minister of defence, Mohamed Ould Elewa discussed security issues with Malian 
President Alpha Oumar Konare, especially as our two countries share a long common border. 


[Elwa] As | have just said, we are two countries sharing a common border which is 1,700 km long. They also 
have a common history and share the same geographic conditions and the people live together everyday. 
Inevitably, any security problems affecting one of the two countries also affects the other. 


[Sanogo] In the Mauritanian emissary's opinion, it is through permanent exchanges of this kind that our 
countries can maintain and foster stable and fruitful relations. 


Source: RTM radio, Bamako, in French 1300 gmt 23 Jan 01. 
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NOUAKCHOTT Jan 28 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has appointed 


new finance and foreign ministers in a government reshuffle, according to a presidential decree published on 
Sunday. 


The decree gave no reason for the reshuffle. Ministerial changes are common in the West African country, 
where the cabinet was last reshuffled last September. 


Former central bank governer Mahfoud ould Mohamed Ali was appointed finance minister, replacing Kamara 
Ali Gueladio, who moved to the Transport Ministry. 


Mauritania's ambassador to Morocco, Dah ould Abdi, replaced Ahmed ould Sid'Ahmed as foreign minister. 
Kane Moustapha was appointed water and energy minister in place of Cheikh Ahmed ould Zahaf. 


Deddoud ould Abdallahi moved to the Education Ministry. His previous post as secretary of state for literacy 
and primary education went to Mohamed Vadel ould Mohamed Lemine. 


Bodiel ould Houmeid became Health and Social Affairs Minister. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (010129-2) 


President..........ssssee- Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 
(Apptd 16 Nov 98) 

MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El1 MOUSTAPHE 


DO@PENCO Ls. sics sececseeessctenenaasceeesstnasee Kaba ould ELEYA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equcattion........cccccecceeseeeee Deddoud ould ABDALLAHI 
FINANCE... eect eee ee eeeee Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy.....Mohamed el Mokhtar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... DAH ould Abdi 
Health, Social Affairs.........0...... Bodiel ould HOUMEID 


Interior, Post & Telecommunications..... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Justice... Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
Mining & Industry........ cesses Shagh ould RAJEL 

Rural Development & Environment............ Ahamdy ould HAMADY 
Trade, Craft, & TOuriSM......... eee DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, Supplies... Kamara Ali GUELADIO 

Water, Energy........ccceesseeesteeeeaes Kane MOUSTAPHA 


Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 
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RABAT, March 20 (Reuters) - Morocco's state-controlled Maroc Telecom will soon finalise the acquisition of 
54 percent of Mauritania's telecoms operator Mauritel for $48 million, a Telecommunication Ministry official 
said on Tuesday. 


"The official announcement of the deal is imminent," the official, who declined to be named, told Reuters. 


The official MAP news agency, confirming the deal, said later that Maroc Telecom President Abdeslam 
Ahizoune met Mauritanian President WEE Suva Sula Sia RANGA TAG on Tuesday "after winning the Mauritel 
tender." 


Maroc Telecom took part last year together with Portugal Telecom in an international tender for the sale of a 
majority stake in Nouakchott-based Mauritel. 


The deal with the neighbouring country was the first cross-border investment for Maroc Telecom. It was also 
the first foreign venture for Maroc Telecom since Vivendi Universal paid $2.2 billion for a 35 percent stake in 
the Moroccan national telecoms operator in December. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 9 (Reuters) - Security forces in Mauritania have detained an opposition politician who 
came second in the last presidential election in 1997 on allegations of inciting violence, party sources said. 


Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih ould Cheikh Melainine was arrested at his home in the West African country's 
capital, Nouakchott, on Sunday by police officers in civilian clothes, his party said. 


Popular Front Secretary-General Mohamed ould Fadel ould Mohamed Sidya said late on Sunday that 
Melainine had been accused of inciting violence and that police had searched his home before arresting him. 


Security sources said the arrest was linked with allegations that Melainine had been involved in acts of 
sabotage by unnamed groups connected with Libya. They gave no further details. 


In a statement released on Monday the Popular Front demanded the immediate release of its leader, calling 
his arrest "arbitrary, brutal and unjustified". 


Melainine, a former government minister, was runner-up in a 1997 presidential poll which saw Maaouya ould 
Sid'Ahmed Taya re-elected with over 90 percent of votes. Melainine scored seven percent and said the poll 
had been rigged. 


The election was boycotted by the main opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 9 (Reuters) - Security forces in Mauritania have detained an opposition politician who 
came second in the last presidential election in 1997 on allegations of inciting violence, party sources said. 


Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih ould Cheikh Melainine was arrested at his home in the West African country's 
capital, Nouakchott, on Sunday by police officers in civilian clothes, his party said. 


Popular Front Secretary-General Mohamed ould Fadel ould Mohamed Sidya said late on Sunday that 
Melainine had been accused of inciting violence and that police had searched his home before arresting him. 


Security sources said the arrest was linked with allegations that Melainine had been involved in acts of 
sabotage by unnamed groups connected with Libya. They gave no further details. 


Melainine, a former government minister, was runner-up in a 1997 presidential poll which saw Maaouya ould 
‘Ahmed Taya re-elected with over 90 percent of votes. Melainine scored seven percent and said the poll 
had been rigged. 


The election was boycotted by the main opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 12 (Reuters) - Mauritania said it had irrefutable proof Libya was supporting a 
conspiracy involving an opposition politician accused of plotting to seize power by force. 


Communications Minister Rachid ould Salah said the decision to arrest Popular Front leader Mohamed 
Lemine Ch'bih ould Melainine last Sunday was based on strong evidence that he was plotting sabotage with 
the support of Libya. 


"We have information from reliable sources indicating that the president of the Popular Front was preparing 
and planning very dangerous acts of sabotage and terrorism," Salah told a news conference late on 
Wednesday in the West African country. 


He said the plot "enjoyed the support of Libya, whose involvement has been ascertained on the basis of 
irrefutable proof", but gave no details of its purpose. 


State security chief Mohamed Lemine ould Ahmed told Reuters Melainine and three other people handed 
over to the public prosecutor had been plotting to seize power by force. 


"On April 15 they were going to begin wide-ranging sabotage and terrorist operations targeted at strategic 
and sensitive points including public buildings and fuel stations," Lemine said on Thursday. 


"The group's ultimate objective was to take power by force after creating panic and disorder," he added. 


Mauritania, which spans Arab and Black Africa in the northwest of the continent, is due to hold parliamentary 
elections in October. Melainine's party had said it would take part despite signs that other hardline opposition 
parties would stage a boycott after alleging fraud in previous polls. 


Melainine was runner-up to President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in the last presidential poll in 1997, 


which was boycotted by the main opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 13 (Reuters) - Mauritania's opposition Popular Front dismissed on Friday accusations 
that its detained leader had planned to seize power with Libyan help and attack the Israeli embassy. 


Following the arrest of Mohamed Lemine Ch’'bih ould Melainine last Sunday, the government said it had 
strong evidence that he and three others plotted acts of sabotage and had aimed to take power. 


"This is a conspiracy against the leader of our party meant to stop him taking votes from the ruling party," 
Popular Front spokesman Mohamed Fadel ould Mohamed Sidiya told a news conference in the west African 
country. 


"Our party and its president have never held an extremist agenda and always believed in dialogue and 
debate," he added. 


Sidiya said the government "appears to be accusing our president of acts he would have planned without the 
party knowing and which would have included, among other targets, the Israeli embassy". 


The government has not revealed the targets it believes would have been attacked by the alleged plotters. 


Hostilities between Palestinians and Israelis have raised political tensions in Mauritania, which is one of only 
three Arab countries to maintain ties with the Jewish state. Opposition parties have called for ties to be cut. 


Ould Sidiya said Melainine visited Libya recently but denied any link between his party and the north African 
country. 


Parliamentary elections are scheduled in Mauritania for October. Melainine's party has said it would take part 
despite signs that other opposition parties would stage a boycott after alleging fraud in previous polls. 


Melainine was runner-up to President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in the last presidential election in 


1997, which was boycotted by the main opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 14 (AFP) - The sedition trial of Mauritanian opposition leader Mohamed Lemine Chbih 
ould Cheikh Malainine has been moved out of the capital because of protests by his supporters, a judicial 
source said Monday. 


Malainine went on trial here last Thursday, with two fellow defendants, accused of "criminal association" to 
plot "acts of sabotage and terrorism in order to take power by force" with Libyan help. 


The leader of the Popular Front, an economist and onetime government minister who was arrested on April 8, 
faces life imprisonment. 


The trial will resume on May 27 in Aioun, 850 kilometres (530 miles) east of Nouakchott, since the Supreme 
Court has granted a transfer request from the chief public prosecutor on security grounds, the source said. 


Popular Front supporters disrupted last week's initial hearing at a packed criminal court in Nouakchott. The 
judge had to halt proceedings for several minutes, witnesses said. 


Malainine's party said that his arrest "adds to the sad record of human rights violations" by President 
Maaouya Ould Sid AhmedTaya's ‘autocratic regime" 


The decision to move the trial has been condemned both by the party and by defence lawyers in the mainly 
desert nation on Africa's northwestern coast. 


In a statement, the Popular Front said that "this affair is a set- up job by the regime, which intends to see it 
through to the end." 


The party demanded an "immediate, open and fair trial." 


One of the defence lawyers, Brahim ould Ebbety, told reporters that the decision to move the trial was 
"politicising it to prevent trouble" and "a way of preventing the defence" from carrying out its work. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (010515) 


President...........cssse Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DGICNCC. carcciet sett titincianesianenc Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equcattion.........cccecceeesseeeeeeeeee Ahamdi ould HAMADI 

FINANCG: cccctvsrrcssstetesccemnincs Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... DAH ould Abdi 

Health, Social Affairs.........0...... Bodiel ould HOUMEID 

Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 


JUSTICE... eect eeeteeeeeeees Deddoud ould ABDELLAHI 
Mining & Industry........eeeeeeeeeeeees Ishak ould RAJEL 
Rural Development & Environment.......... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Secretary-General 
to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 


Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............00 DIOP Abdoul Hamet 


Transport, Supplies... CAMARA Ali Gueladio 


Water, Energy.........ccsesseeeesteeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 


Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 

(End Government List). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 16 (AFP) - Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade declared Wednesday that there are 
"no problems" between his country and Mauritania, in his first visit to his neighbour since a blazing row last 
year over water. 


"| have not come to resolve problems because there are none," Wade said in the northern Mauritanian town 
of Atar, some 430 kilometres (270 miles) from the capital. 


Since Wade arrived in the country on Monday, he and his Mauritanian counterpart, Maaouya Ould Sid 
, have been at pains to stress that last June's row, which saw tit-for-tat expulsions of nationals, 
was over and that relations were now "without clouds." 


"There are two united peoples who cooperate and who seek to settle their differences as they emerge," Wade 
said Wednesday. 


The row over water use from the Senegal river, which from its source in Guinea forms a natural border 
between Senegal and both Mali and Mauritania, flared last June when Dakar announced it planned to irrigate 
dry valleys in the north. 


Verbal sparring escalated into a week of expulsions of nationals between Senegal and Mauritania before the 
countries’ leaders agreed to set up an international study to determine how the Senegal river should be 
divided. 


The study, by the Senegal river development organisation OMVS, culminated in a seminar in Nouakchott 
earlier this month attended by officials from Senegal, Mali and Mauritania, who agreed to draft a charter on 
the equitable distribution of the water. 


Wade, meanwhile, has been presented here with an open letter from Mauritania's radical opposition parties 
denouncing the "political dictatorship" in the country. 


It called on the Senegalese president to condemn what it said were ongoing violations of human rights, the 
censorship of the media, the dissolution of political parties, the harassing of political opponents and "massive 
electoral fraud". 


The letter, claiming to represent most opposition parties, was unsigned. 


Judicial sources on Monday said the Supreme Court had decided to move the sedition trial of an opposition 
leader, Mohamed Lemine Chbih ould Cheikh Malainine, out of Nouakchott, because of protests by his 
supporters. 


Malainine went on trial here last Thursday, with two fellow defendants, accused of "criminal association" to 
plot "acts of sabotage and terrorism in order to take power by force" with Libyan help. 


The leader of the Popular Front, an economist and onetime government minister who was arrested on April 8, 
faces life imprisonment. 


The trial will resume on May 27 in Aioun, 850 kilometres (530 miles) east of Nouakchott, since the Supreme 
Court granted a transfer request by the chief public prosecutor on security grounds after disturbances last 
week. 


Malainine's party and lawyers said the trial is a purely political one on trumped-up charges and that it was 
being moved to hinder his defence and make it less public. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (010717) 


President...........cssse Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 


Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Also in charge of Education Ministry) (Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DGICNCC. carcciet sett titincianesianenc Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equcattion.........ccceeecceeesseeeeeeeee See Prime Minister 

FINANCG: cccctvsrrcssstetesccemnircs Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation............... Dah ould ABDI 

Health, Social Affairs.........0...... Bodiel ould HOUMEID 

Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 


JUSTICE... eect eeeteeeeeeees Deddoud ould ABDELLAHI 
Mining & Industry........eeeeeeeeeeeees Ishak ould RAJEL 
Rural Development & Environment.......... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Secretary-General 
to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 


Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............00 DIOP Abdoul Hamet 


Transport, Supplies... CAMARA Ali Gueladio 


Water, Energy.........cecceeeceeesteeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 


Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 17 (Reuters) - Mauritania's first president, Moktar Ould Daddah, on Tuesday returned 
home looking tired and weak after 23 years of exile in France. 


Daddah, the northwest African country's first leader after independence from France in 1960, arrived in the 
capital Nouakchott on an Air France flight from Paris. 


The 77-year-old, who needed assistance walking from the aircraft, was accompanied by his French-born wife 
and two of their children. He said nothing to waiting reporters as he left by car for his newly-restored 
residence in central Nouakchott. 


Many family members and some supporters showed up to welcome Daddah but there was no sign of an 
official delegation to receive the man who was president for nearly 18 years. 


He was overthrown in 1978 in a bloodless coup, in which current President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


took part. 


The coup was a protest against an unpopular war waged against guerrillas in the Western Sahara. Mauritania 
pulled out of the conflict in 1979. 


Ruling an authoritarian, single-party state, Daddah had tried to unify the country's biracial, dispersed and 
partly nomadic population. 


He identified the mostly Muslim nation with Arabic North Africa but tried not to alienate the large black African 
minority. His administration nationalised the country's iron-ore mines, introduced a national currency and 
made Arabic an official language alongside French. 


During exile, Daddah lived on the French Riviera in the southern town of Nice and kept quiet on 
developments back home - only breaking his silence in 1995 when he called for a change of government in 
Nouakchott. 


He has been linked to his half-brother Anmed Ould Daddah's opposition party, the Union of Democratic 
Forces-New Era. The government banned it last year, accusing it of fuelling confrontation and violence. 


Sources close to Daddah said the former president, who is believed to be ill, did not plan to take an active 
political role after his return to Mauritania. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 19 (Reuters) - Mauritania will hold parliamentary and local elections on October 19, the 
West African country's government said on Thursday. 


A statement published following Wednesday's cabinet meeting said that if needed, second round run-off 
votes would be held for both elections a week later. 


The former French colony's national assembly is currently dominated by the ruling party of President 
‘Ahmed Taya which has all but one of the parliament's 79 seats. 
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Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Also in charge of Education Ministry) (Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DGTCN CC vise ccsecsinstecteecciseaatioeisaziaics Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equcattion.........ccceeecceeeseeeeeeeeee See Prime Minister 

FINANCE... eee eee ee eee eeeeeee Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...............4 Dah ould ABDI 

Health, Social Affairs..........0...... Bodiel ould HOUMEID 

Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
JUST CO wi: eeiiee ene Deddoud ould ABDELLAHI 

Mining & Industry... eeeeeeeeeenees Ishak ould RAJEL 


Rural Development & Environment.......... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Secretary-General 


to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft, & TOUrISM........ eee DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, Supplies... CAMARA Ali Gueladio 
Water, Energy........cccesseeeesteeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 30 (Reuters) - A Mauritanian telecommunications engineer suspected of having links to 
Osama bin Laden has been arrested in connection with the September 11 attacks on the United States, his 
family said on Sunday. 


Mouhamedou Ould Slahi is a relative of Mahfouz Ould al-Walid, a close associate of bin Laden whose assets 
were among those ordered frozen by U.S. President George W. Bush in the aftermath of the attacks. 


The United States has named bin Laden, now living in Afghanistan, as a prime suspect in the attacks against 
New York and Washington. 


The arrest came as a message from Bush to President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya, calling for 


Mauritania's support in finding the culprits, was published on Sunday in Mauritanian daily Horizons. 


"lam waiting impatiently for the opportunity to work with you in facing this great challenge. The struggle may 
be long but we will draw strength and resolution from your solidarity and support," President Bush was quoted 
as saying. 


The message was printed in French. It was not dated. 


Ould Slahi's mother said on Sunday her 31-year-old son had been arrested late on Saturday after questioning 
earlier in the day. He has been called in by police in the West African country several times during the past 
few days. 


"He's been well and truly arrested," she told Reuters. One of Ould Slahi's brothers also confirmed the arrest 
but declined to give any details. 


Ould Slahi was arrested in January 2000 on suspicion of being involved with planned attacks on the United 
States in December 1999. He was cleared following an investigation. 


Mauritania is mostly Arab with a large black minority. It has a community of about 1,500 living in the United 
States, mainly in Michigan, New York and Kentucky. According to reports, several were briefly detained 
following the attacks. 


Mauritania is one of only three Arab League countries, along with Jordan and Egypt, that has diplomatic 
relations with Israel - an issue which has caused a heated controversy at home over the past year because of 
violence in the Middle East. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 19 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya faced a record 


number of opposition parties in parliamentary elections on Friday and pledged the vote would be transparent. 


There is only one opposition member in Mauritania's 79-strong outgoing parliament and Taya, criticised by 
Arab leaders for establishing diplomatic links with Israel, has long been under pressure to allow more parties 
in parliament. 


The number of parliamentary seats has been upped to 81, drawn from 45 constituencies. Thirteen parties 
were represented in Friday's poll although Taya's PRDS party was the only one standing in every district. 


Casting his vote in the capital, Taya said it had taken time for the democratic process to come Mauritania, 
which spans Black and Arab Africa in the northwest of the continent. 


"We are predominantly nomads. We have proceeded gently and we haven't let ourselves be pushed. Today 
we are reaping the fruits of that caution," said Taya, who helped oust the country's first president in a 
bloodless coup in 1978. 


Moktar Ould Daddah, who ruled Mauritania as a single-party state for 18 years after independence from 
France in 1960, returned home in July after 23 years of exile in the former colonial power, seen as 
symbolising some progress in openness and democracy. 


Voting kicked off at 7 a.m. (0700 GMT) and was due to finish 12 hours later. Previous parliamentary elections 
were boycotted by many opposition parties amid allegations of irregularities. 


To take part in Friday's election, the country's 1.02 million registered voters needed so-called forgery-proof 
identity cards, carrying the holder's fingerprints. Some complained they not received the new cards in time for 
the election. 
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ADDIS ABABA - The mediator in stalled Congolese peace talks formally adjourned negotiations in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, saying the meeting would resume in South Africa on a date yet to be decided. 


BANJUL - Gambian President Yahya Jammeh, who threatened to shoot anyone disrupting last week's 
elections, said he had forgiven his opponents as more than 50,000 supporters celebrated his election to a 
second five-year term. 


CAIRO - The leading rebel group in Sudan's 18-year-old civil war said it had attacked oil-rich Unity province's 
capital Bentiu and other targets last week, killing more than 400 government troops. 


NOUAKCHOTT - The party of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya retained a comfortable majority in 


last week's elections to the Mauritanian parliament but results showed the opposition won an unprecedented 
number of seats. 


NIAMEY - Authorities in Niger have set up a religious council to tighten control on Islamic preachers and curb 
Muslim fundamentalism following last month's attacks against the United States, state radio said. 


JOHANNESBURG - Police wounded six squatters when they fired rubber bullets to disperse a crowd in 
Johannesburg after fighting, the South African Press Association said. 


KIGALI - A former Rwandan provincial governor has been arrested in Nairobi and charged with playing a 
leading role in Rwanda's 1994 genocide, U.N. officials in Kigali said. 


KIGALI - Rwandan police said Tanzania had arrested the suspected killer of an Italian aid worker in Kigali 
and an alleged accomplice had been killed by police in Rwanda's capital. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 21 (Reuters) - The party of Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has 
retained a comfortable majority in parliament after last week's elections but the opposition won an 
unprecedented number of seats, results showed. 


Figures released by the Interior Ministry late on Saturday showed Taya's Democratic and Social Republican 
Party (PRDS) had taken at least 49 seats in the 81-member assembly, while parties close to the presidency 
won another nine seats. 


The four main opposition parties gained nine seats among them, their best showing since a multi-party 
political system was introduced in 1991 in Mauritania - a country which spans Black and Arab Africa in the 
northwest of the continent. 


Fourteen seats could not be allocated as no candidate won the required majority. A second round will be held 
on Friday. 


There was only one opposition member in the 79-strong outgoing parliament and Taya, who helped oust the 
former French colony's first president in a bloodless coup in 1978, has long been under pressure to allow 
more parties in parliament. 


A record 13 parties were represented in last Friday's poll although Taya's PRDS was the only one standing in 
every district. 


Previous parliamentary elections in the Islamic republic, criticised by Arab leaders for establishing full 
diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, were boycotted by many opposition parties amid allegations of 
irregularities. 


The PRDS also put up a strong showing in local elections which were held on the same day, with 2,209 
council members elected in the first round out of a total 3,400. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 21 (Reuters) - The party of President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya retained a 
comfortable majority in last week's elections to the Mauritanian parliament but the opposition won an 
unprecedented number of seats, results showed. 


Figures released by the Interior Ministry late on Saturday showed Taya's Democratic and Social Republican 
Party (PRDS) had won at least 49 seats in the 81-member assembly, while parties close to the presidency 
won another nine seats. 


The four main opposition parties won nine seats among them, their best showing since a multi-party political 
system was introduced in 1991 in Mauritania, which spans black and Arab Africa in the northwest of the 
continent. 


Turnout was a lowly 41 percent. Fourteen seats could not be allocated as no candidate won the required 
majority. A second round will be held on Friday. 


The outgoing 79-member parliament had only one opposition member. Taya, who helped oust the former 
French colony's first president in a bloodless coup in 1978, had long been under pressure to allow more 
parties in parliament. 


A record 13 parties took part in Friday's poll although Taya's PRDS was the only one standing in every 
district. 


Many opposition parties had boycotted previous parliamentary elections amid allegations of irregularities in 
the Islamic republic, criticised by Arab leaders for establishing full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
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Taya retained a comfortable majority in the * 

October 19 election. 

Figures released by the Interior Ministry 
showed Taya's Democratic and Social 
Republican Party (PRDS) had won at least 49 
seats in the 8l-member assembly, while 
parties close to the presidency won another 
nine seats. 
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Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Also in charge of Education Ministry) (Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


DOIN CG. xisicsszziczecehactéseinasiveiseteset Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equcattion.........cceeecceeesseeeeeeeeee See Prime Minister 

FINANCE, secceiiten iene: Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy...... Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 


Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...............4 Dah ould ABDI 
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Health, Social Affairs................ Bodiel ould HOUMEID 

Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
JUSTICE oe cee Deddoud ould ABDELLAHI 

Mining & Industry........ceeeeeeeeeeeees Ishak ould RAJEL 

Rural Development & Environment.......... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Secretary-General 


to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............00: DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, Supplies... CAMARA Ali Gueladio 
Water, Energy........ccseeseeesteeeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 27 (Reuters) - Mauritania's ruling party bolstered its massive parliamentary majority in a 
second round of voting on Friday and the country's leader snubbed opponent calls for a coalition government. 


Final results showed President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's Democratic and Social Republican Party 


(PRDS) had won 59 of 81 national assembly seats and that Taya's allies won a further 11, leaving four 
opposition parties also with 11. 


Taya, who helped oust the former French colony's first president in a bloodless coup in 1978, said on Friday it 
would be a "distortion of pluralist democracy" to form a coalition and that his majority was "very comfortable". 


Fourteen parliamentary seats and a string of municipal councils were up for grabs in the second round of 
voting. 


Despite the overwhelming win by Taya's party and their allies, the opposition hailed their best showing since 
a multi-party political system was introduced in Mauritania in 1991 as a minor victory. 


Opponents of the president had held only one seat in the outgoing 79-member assembly and had boycotted 
past elections in the Islamic republic amid allegations of fraud. 


"It's an advance by the Mauritanian people, they've cocked a snook at those in power," said Messaoud Ould 
Boulkheir, secretary-general of the opposition Action for Change party. 


In the capital Nouakchott, an opposition stronghold, incumbent parties won five of 11 parliamentary seats and 
only three out of nine municipal areas went to Taya. 


A record 13 parties took part in the elections although Taya's PRDS was the only one standing in every 
district. 


The president, criticised by Arab leaders for establishing full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, has long 
been under pressure to allow more parties in parliament. 
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Taya retained a comfortable majority in the * 

October 26 2nd round election. 

Final results showed Taya's Democratic and 
Social Republican Party (PRDS) won 59 seats 
in the 81-member assembly, while Taya's 
allies won a further 11 seats. 4 Opposition 
parties won the remaining 11. 
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Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


(Also in charge of Education Ministry) (Apptd 16 Nov 98) 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations.................. Rachid ould SALAH 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sid'El MOUSTAPHE 


Defence: canis eed ee ed Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANI 
Equceattion.........c:cceecceeesseeeeeeeee See Prime Minister 

FINANCE. .ieccentscciessericcee. Mahfoud ould Mohamed ALI 


Fisheries, Maritime Economy......Mohamed el Moctar ould ZAMEL 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...............0 Dah ould ABDI 


Health, Social Affairs..........0...... Bodiel ould HOUMEID 
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Interior, Post & 


Telecommunications.Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 


JUS CC is ive cid cotinine Deddoud ould ABDELLAHI 
Mining & Industry......... cesses Ishak ould RAJEL 
Rural Development & Environment.......... Dah ould Abdel JELIL 


Secretary-General 


to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism...............00 DIOP Abdoul Hamet 
Transport, Supplies... eee CAMARA Ali Gueladio 
Water, Energy........eccesseeesteeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 


NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 542 
7968. 
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President............:::::0 Col Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed TAYA 





Prime Minister.............. Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed KHOUNA 


MINISTERS: 

Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations...............0. Cheyakh ould ELY 


Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou ould Sidi EI] MOUSTAPH 


DG@REN CG. ac2iss abs iezeecdseeesstsas cxeececensed Kaba ould ELEWA 

Economic Affairs & Development.............. Mohamed ould NANY 
Equcattion.......ccceecceeseeeees Aboubekrine ould AHMED 

FINANCE. cee nancies Boidiel ould HOUMEID 

Fisheries, Maritime Economy.............. Ahmedou ould AHMEDOU 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation...............0 Dah ould ABDI 

Health, Social Affairs.................. Diop Abdoul HAMET 


Interior, Post & 


Final results showed Taya's Democratic and 
Social Republican Party (PRDS) won 59 seats 
in the 81-member assembly, while Taya's 

allies won a further 11 seats. 4 Opposition 
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Telecommunications..Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud ould CHEIKH AHMED 
JUSTICE. oe cddegiceeniahiek Sghair Ould M'BARECK 

Mining & Industry... Zeidane ould H'MEYDA 

Rural Development & Environment....... Moustapha ould MAOQULOUD 


Secretary-General 


to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft, & Tourism............. Isselmou ould Abdel KADER 
Transport, Supplie€S........ eee Diabira BAKARY 
Water, Energy.........ccseeseceeesteeeeees Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governot............... Sidi El Mokhtar ould NAJI 





NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 
government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (207) 





7968. 
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TUNIS, Nov 28 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Tunisian newspapers on Wednesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


ASSABAH 


- Egg consumption increases 50 percent during the month of Ramadan from monthly average of 110 million 
eggs. 


LA PRESSE 
- Tunisia will host 27th veterinary international congress next year. 


AL HORRIA 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali congratulates his Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya Ould Sid'‘Ahmed 


on his country's independence day. 
LE RENOUVEAU 
- Arab League has a plan to fight misinformation on Islam. 
ACHOUROUK 


- Tunisian national soccer team plays Togo in a friendly on Wednesday to warm up for the African Nations 
Cup finals. 


LE QUOTIDIEN 
- A former CIA chief puts lrak as the next target of the U.S. campaign against terror. 
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Bucharest, Dec 4 /Rompres/ - Romania's President lon Iliescu received messages of congratulations from the 
world's heads of state on Romania's National Day, December 1. 


US President George Bush says in his message that ties between Romania and the US have lately been 
strengthened thanks especially to the support to the United States after September 11. 


The US President points our America's appreciation over the strategic partnership with Romania and voices 
hope that bilateral ties will be further developed in economic reform, military collaboration and ensuring 
regional security. 


President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin voices his conviction that "fruitful and mutually 
advantageous cooperation between the Russian Federation and Romania will further develop to the benefit of 
both sides, for strengthening peace and stability in the Balkans, Europe and around the world." 


In his message, President Vojslav Kostunica of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia says: "The talks we had in 
Bucharest, as well as the various bilateral meeting of late, have convinced me of the existence of mutual 
interest in an intense development of co-operation and good neighbourly relations between our countries, as 
well as placing them on the friendly relations going on for centuries between the peoples of our countries. | 
believe that that is a common interest and will be our contribution to peace in the region." 


Poland's President Aleksander Kwasniewski voiced trust in Poland's and Romania's, "which are tied together 
by traditional friendship relations", becoming full members of the European Union. "| want to ensure you that 
Poland is supporting Romania's Euro-Atlantic aspirations and is open to sharing its own experience with 
Romania in admission negotiations to NATO," said President Kwasniewski. 


Hungary's President Madl Ferenc expressed a similar trust in good co-operation ties with Romania being 
continued. "The development of neighbouring Romania, the efforts of the heads of state for securing 
democracy, a state of law, and creating good living conditions are followed by Hungary in a sincere and 
encouraging way. | am convinced that the country's prosperity serves the interests of all of Romania's 
citizens, national minorities included. There are no words to emphasise enough the importance of foreign 
relations based on citizen's satisfaction, on calm and balanced development to the strengthening of stability 
in the region where we are living. | believe that the existing fruitful collaboration between the Hungarian and 
the Romanian peoples is a contribution to the acceleration of the Central and Eastern Europe's Euro-Atlantic 
integration. Hungary is interested in Romania's achieving the integration goals and we are ready to extend all 
our support to this process, both in a bilateral and in a multilateral framework." 


Also congratulating President lon Iliescu in written messages were Austria's President Thomas Klestil; 
President of Azerbaijan Geidar Alyiev; President of Chile Lagos Escobar; President of Lebanon Emile 
Lahoud; President of Mauritania WachVAOnlaSid KHNGATEVE. President of Syria Bashar Al Assad; 
President of Guinea Lansana Conte; President of Bangladesh Badroddoza Chowdhury; President of 
Macedonia Boris Trajkovski; President of Lithuania Valdas Admuks; President of Latvia Vaira-Vuke 


Freiberga; President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Pervez Musharraf; President of Switzerland Moritz 
Leuenberger and King Albert of Belgium. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 2 (Reuters) - Mauritania banned a major opposition party on Wednesday months ahead 
of a planned presidential election, branding as racist leaders of a group best known for championing the 
country's poor and slaves. 


Freed slave and former agriculture minister Messaoud ould Boulkheir, an outspoken critic of the government, 
blasted the banning of his Action for Change (AC) party as a planned move ahead of the poll, due to take 
place by the end of the year. 


It is the third party to be banned since late 1999 by the government of President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed © 
, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1978 and introduced a multi-party system in the West African 


country in 1991. 


A government statement issued after Wednesday's cabinet meeting said it had "decided to dissolve the party 
for threatening national unity and incitement to intolerance with its racist and extremist stance". 


Boulkheir said the ban was aimed at weakening the opposition. "This is premeditated. From the government's 
point of view it is a priority considering the gains made by the AC since local and parliamentary elections last 
October and the position it now holds on the political scene,” he told Reuters. 


The October polls were hailed as the most open and fair in Mauritania's history. The opposition won 11 of the 
81 seats in parliament, the rest going to the ruling party and its allies. 


A record thirteen parties were represented and four opposition groups won seats in the new assembly. Action 
for Change held the only opposition seat in the outgoing assembly. 


OPENLY CRITICAL 


Boulkheir has repeatedly criticised the government over slavery, which continues in Mauritania despite a 
1980 ban. 


The party represents a common front for black Africans and Harratin, or descendants of slaves once held by 
the politically dominant light-skinned Moors. Each ethnic group makes up around a third of the population. 


Boulkheir and his deputy Sarr Ibrahima raised a storm in December by criticising the government in 
parliament, in particular over the status of migrants deported from Senegal in 1989 after bloody clashes 
between herdsmen on the border. 


Prime Minister Cheik El Avia ould Mohamed Khouna accused Action for Change of risking a repeat of the 
violence, and Boulkheir and Sarr walked out of the assembly in protest. 


Boulkheir has also joined much of the Arab world in criticising the government's diplomatic links with Israel. 


Another major opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, was banned in October 2000 after 
demanding ties be broken with Israel. The pro-lraqi Attalia party was banned in late 1999 after Israeli 
diplomatic ties were established. 
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TUNIS, Jan 21 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya ould Sid'AhmedTaya arrived in Tunisia on 


Monday for talks with his counterpart Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali on bilateral links and efforts to revive the 
Maghreb Arab Union, officials said. 


The Union, which groups Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, was set up in 1989 with an 
ambitious agenda to establish a free trade zone and a common foreign policy for the North African region. 


The grouping has been stalled for years and its leaders have been unable to hold a summit since 1994, 
mainly because of strained relations between Algeria and Morocco over the Western Sahara conflict. 


Diplomats said Taya's three-visit to Tunisia is the first in a series of direct contacts between the five Maghreb 
leaders and diplomatic efforts to forge a consensus over their summit scheduled within the next five months 
in Algiers. 
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TUNIS, Jan 22 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Tunisian newspapers on Tuesday. Reuters 
has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


ESSAHAFA 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali discusses with his Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed 


ways of boosting bilateral trade and partnership. 
LA PRESSE 


- A goalless draw with Zamiba would make it difficult for Tunisia to qualify for the next stage of the African 
Nations Cup finals. 


AL HORRIA 
- The government sets up a consultative council for scientific research. 
ASSABAH 


- Tourism officials says visas and lack of plane flight connections between many Arab states hinder the 
development of an Arab tourism market. 
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TUNIS, Jan 23 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Tunisian newspapers on Wednesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


ACHOUROUK 

- Police arrest four bank employees on suspicions of forgery and embezzlement. 
LE QUOTIDIEN 

- Jailed opponent Mohamed Moaada ends his hunger strike. 

LA PRESSE 


- The parliament approves a law which allows increased opposition representation in local government 
councils. 


ESSAHAFA 


- National soccer coach Henri Michel concerned about the squad's lack of decisiveness after their false start 
in the African Nations Cup finals. 


AL HORRIA 


- Mauritanian President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya meets Tunis city hall officials in the second day of 


his trip to Tunisia. 
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The prospects for improving agricultural cooperation between Tunisia and Mauritania were discussed during 
the meetings, held by the visiting Mauritanian agricultural delegation headed by the Mauritanian President, 
Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya to Tunisia's National Agronomy Institute (Inat), on January 22, 2002. 

The delegation was acquainted with the Tunisian experience in developing the sector, and exports marketing. 
The delegation also studied the Tunisian experience in veterinary services and the agricultural development 
programme, currently implemented in Tunisia. Special attention was paid to the agricultural technologies 


Tunisia uses in the central and southern regions of the country, which share the same climatic and 
environmental characteristics as Mauritania. 


www.lapresse.tn. 
Source: La Presse (PD/PT/RD) 
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TUNIS, Jan 24 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Tunisian newspapers on Thursday. Reuters 
has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE QUOTIDIEN 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali holds a final round of talks with his Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya 
| before he ends a three-day official visit to Tunis. 


ACHOUROUK 
- Airline Tunisair plans 38 flights to Saudi Arabia next month to carry about 10,000 pilgrims. 
LA PRESSE 


- President Ben Ali meets Foreign Minister Habib Ben Yahia to review the agenda of bilateral talks with some 
European Union countries, including France. 


LE TEMPS 


- The number of train passengers rose to 5.5 million in 2001 from 5.3 million in the previous year, railway 
SNCFT company says. 


ASSABAH 
- Soft drinks firm SFBT becomes the first company listed on the bourse to announce its full-year results. 
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‘Last-chance' bid to rescue Maghreb Union - Former Algerian president declares only way forward is to revive 
comatose body. 


Atmane Tazaghart 
Special to The Daily Star 
PARIS: The Maghreb witnessed two important events last week. 


One was the meeting in Algiers of Arab Maghreb Union (AMV) foreign ministers, the first of its kind since the 
Union's institutions were suspended following Morocco's withdrawal in 1995. 


The second event was no less important, although it didn't attract as much media attention. Yet its timing in 
relation to the Algiers meeting gave it a special significance. It was the announcement by former Algerian 
President Anmed Ben Bella, during a private visit to Rabat, that only with an effective AMU would the region 
have a political and economic future. 


On the face of it, Ben Bella's call was not much different from many others made over the years, urging the 
Union to move on from the stage of declarations and turn itself into a genuine joint framework for economic, 
political, and social action. 


Yet this recent announcement gains its importance from the fact that it was made by the man under whose 
leadership Algeria's quarrels with Morocco began. 


Ben Bella seized power soon after Algeria's independence from France in 1962 with the help of the leaders of 
what was then known as the "Frontier Army," overthrowing the transitional revolutionary government in the 
process. This putsch was strongly resisted by Ben Bella's erstwhile National Liberation Front comrades. 


Mohammed Boudiaf was the first to split with Ben Bella. He left in the fall of 1962 to form an opposition party 
called the Revolutionary Socialist Party. Ben Bella ordered him jailed and sentenced him to death. Boudiaf 
was subsequently incarcerated in a remote desert jail at Reggan in the far south of the country; he later fled 
to Morocco. 


Many defections followed. Within a year of independence, the first armed clashes erupted between the former 
leaders 


of the Algerian revolution. Hocine Ait Anmed defected and led an armed insurrection against Ben Bella in the 
Berber region of Kabylie. 


In order to confront rising domestic political and military opposition, Ben Bella invented a ploy that 
subsequently became established as a basic principle in Maghreb policies: silencing domestic opposition by 
manufacturing a phoney external threat, and claiming that national unity and national security were in danger. 


Thus Ben Bella, in order to quell the armed insurrection in Kabylie, invented a border conflict with Morocco - 
called "the war of the sands" at the time. This was the precedent that established the principle of "playing with 
fire" as a basic rule by which political disputes within the Algerian military establishment have been conducted 
ever since. 


That border conflict between Algeria and Morocco planted the seeds of chronic discord between the two 
neighboring Maghreb countries - in turn prompting Algerian President Houari Boumediene, who overthrew 
Ben Bella in a military coup in 1965, to "play with fire" himself by strongly backing the Polisario in its war with 
Morocco over the Western Sahara. 


For all these reasons, Ben Bella's announcement last week concerning the AMU was out of the ordinary. It 
was as if the former president was indulging in self-criticism and admitting to mistakes he made in the past. 


Perhaps Ben Bella, because of the wisdom and experience he accumulated over his long years in jail and in 
exile, has finally appreciated the seriousness of the geostrategic challenges the Maghreb region will face in 
the foreseeable future, considering the large economic and political groupings surrounding it. 


In order to endow his call for making the Arab Maghreb Union more effective with symbolism, he chose to 
speak out not in Algiers, where the foreign ministers were meeting, but in Rabat. 


While Ben Bella was making his "courageous" announcement, however, attention was focused on the foreign 
ministers' meeting in the Algerian capital. This meeting was seen as a "last chance" to rescue the institutions 
of the AMU from oblivion. Despite the unanimity among regional leaders on the need to further develop the 
Union - which was formed in February 1989 in Marrakech, during a summit attended by Morocco's late King 
Hassan, then-Algerian President Chadli Benjedid, Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, Tunisian President Zine 
al-Abidine Ben Ali, and Mauritania's isden auld arse - it soon fell victim to chronic disputes 
and disagreements between member states, especially Algeria and Morocco. 


Tensions rose to a dangerous level in 1994, when terrorists attacked a tourist hotel in Marrakech. Morocco's 

interior minister at the time, Driss Basri, accused Algerian intelligence of involvement and ordered that visas 

be required of all Algerians wishing to travel to his country. Algeria responded by closing the border - a major 
Maghreb crossing, used by almost 2 million travelers annually - completely. 


This episode led to a further deterioration in AMU institutions. In December 1995, King Hassan declared 
Morocco's membership in the Union frozen, in protest at what he described as Algeria's constant hostility to 
Morocco in international forums - a reference to the Saharan conflict. 


Since then, all efforts made to revive the dormant AMU institutions were doomed to failure. First there was a 
bashful attempt made by Saudi Arabia. Then, in 1997, Egypt's Hosni Mubarak made an energetic bid to 
mediate among the Maghreb countries. Mubarak even asked that Egypt be accepted as a member of the 
Union. Yet all efforts failed to make progress. 


In the spring of 1999, the US used its influence to persuade the Maghreb countries to overcome their 
differences and revive the AMU. This resulted in the so-called "Eizenstadt Plan," under which the US 
promised $3 billion in investment on condition that the AMU be revived and developed into an economic bloc 
able to become an effective partner for the European Union on the southern shores of the Mediterranean. 


Early last year, Tunisian President Ben Ali launched a series of diplomatic contacts designed to defuse 
tensions and pave the way for a new Maghreb summit. These efforts have accelerated recently, especially 
with the announcement by AMU secretary-general Mohammed Amamou that he will not be seeking a new 
term when his present one expires next month, because of health reasons. 


Amamou's term had already expired in 1996, but since it was impossible to convene a Maghreb summit 
which could replace him, his mandate was automatically extended. 


With Amamou's health failing, however, Union institutions found themselves facing a dilemma - hence the 
"last chance saloon" in Algiers. In addition to its symbolic importance - being the first time Maghreb foreign 
ministers have met since 1995 - the meeting also resulted in a new secretary-general being chosen: the 
former Tunisian foreign minister, Habib Boulares. 


Those who know this veteran diplomat say he is the best choice to inject new blood into Union institutions, 
and to undertake the daunting task of preparing for a Maghreb summit in a few months’ time. 


Moreover, in a characteristic touch of Tunisian pragmatism, the foreign ministers decided to give priority to 
economic and developmental projects, such as the establishment of rail links between the capitals of the five 
member states, linking their power grids, and building a freeway between Tripoli and Nouakchott. 


If Boulares manages to get these projects off to an effective start, experts believe that political differences 
between the member states will soon wither, clearing the way for Union institutions to operate in a joint 
framework that will increase the influence of the Maghreb countries in their dealings with outside bodies - 
especially the EU, which has already signed individual partnership agreements with Tunisia, Morocco, and 
Algeria. 


Atmane Tazaghart is an Algerian journalist specialized in Islamism and Maghreb affairs. 
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BRUSSELS, Feb 6 (Reuters) - A group of 23 Mauritanian ex-servicemen, invoking a controversial Belgian 
law, have filed a lawsuit against President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, accusing him of genocide, their 
lawyer said on Wednesday. 


Lawyer Marc Libert said Taya was also accused of crimes against humanity that were allegedly committed 
between 1989-92, when a border dispute with Senegal triggered attacks on blacks in Mauritania and on 
Moors in Senegal. 


"There are several reasons for filing the complaint, principally so that the victims can finally bring their 
charges before a court that will recognise such a case," Libert told Reuters. 


He said the lawsuit was handed to an examining magistrate at the Brussels criminal court last Friday. He will 
now determine whether the case against the former army chief, who took power in a bloodless coup 18 years 
ago, is admissible. 


The case, brought by plaintiffs now living in France and Belgium, invokes a Belgian law that gives the 
country's courts powers to try foreigners for alleged human rights crimes wherever they are committed. 


The same legislation was used to convict four Rwandans, including two Benedictine nuns, of genocide in 
June last year. 


However, a war crimes complaint against Ariel Sharon is being held up while an appeals court decides 
whether Belgium has the right to prosecute the Israeli prime minister. 


This ruling, due on March 6, and is seen as a test case for similar lawsuits against serving heads of state and 
government. 


Document Ilba0000020020206dy2600mjg 


REUTERS 





Tunisian president visits Algeria. 


244 words 

11 February 2002 

11:37 AM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2002 Reuters Limited 

TUNIS, Feb 11 (Reuters) - Tunisian President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali left on Monday for a two-day official 
visit to Algiers to revive bilateral links and to discuss the stalled Maghreb Arab Union, officials said. 


Diplomats said Ben Ali's planned meetings with Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika were part of 
stepped-up contacts between North African leaders ahead of a Maghreb summit scheduled within four 
months. 


The Maghreb Arab Union - which groups Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia - was set up in 
1989 with an ambitious agenda to establish a free trade zone and a common foreign policy for the North 
African region. 


The grouping has been stalled for years. Its leaders have been unable to hold a summit since 1994, mainly 
because of strained relations between Algeria and Morocco over Western Sahara. 


Ben Ali, who enjoys warm relations with Bouteflika and Moroccan King Mohammed, as well as maverick 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, is a staunch advocate of reviving the union. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya visited Tunis last month to discuss the ways to 


re-start union activity. 


Officials said Ben Ali would also hold talks with Bouteflika on bilateral trade, which officials from both 
governments say lagged behind the good political links between the countries. 


The value of two-way trade between Algeria and Tunisia was estimated at $150 million in 2001 - a quarter of 
the value of Tunisian-Libyan trade, according to official figures. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 12 (Reuters) - Mauritania's Supreme Court affirmed a ban on Tuesday on an 
opposition party known for championing the cause of slaves but branded as racist by the government. 


Action for Change (AC), founded by freed slave and former agriculture minister Messaoud ould Boulkheir, 
was banned by the government of the northwest African country in January. The party had appealed to the 
Supreme Court against the ban. 


"This is a retreat from democracy in this country and a denial of the political pluralism which is enshrined in 
the constitution," Brahim ould Ebetty, one of a team of about 40 lawyers defending the party, told Reuters 
after the ruling. 


It is the third party to be banned since late 1999 by the government of President Maaouya ould Sid’ 
Taya, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1978 and introduced a multi-party system in 1991. 


Boulkheir has repeatedly criticised the government over slavery, which continues in Mauritania despite a 
1980 ban. 


The party represented a common front for black Africans and Harratin, or descendants of slaves once held by 
the politically dominant light-skinned Moors. Each ethnic group makes up around a third of the population. 


Boulkheir and his deputy Sarr Ibrahima raised a storm in December by criticising the government in 
parliament, in particular over the status of migrants deported from Senegal in 1989 after bloody clashes 
between herdsmen on the border. 


The government accused Action for Change of risking a repeat of the violence. 
Boulkheir has also joined much of the Arab world in criticising the government's diplomatic links with Israel. 


Another major opposition party, the Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, was banned in October 2000 after 
demanding ties be broken with Israel. The pro-lraqi Attalia party was banned in late 1999 after diplomatic ties 
were established with Israel. 
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Algeria is hopeful Moroccan King Mohammad VI would participate in the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) summit 
scheduled to take place in Algiers between June 21-22, Algeria's foreign minister Abdelaziz Belkhadem said. 


During a press conference Monday, Belkhadem conveyed he had delivered invitation letters from Algerian 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika to President of Mauritania Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya and Moroccan 
King Mohammad VI last weekend. 


The Algerian Foreign Minister added that he is off to Tunisia and Libya Tuesday to deliver invitations to 
Presidents Zine Elabidine bin Ali and Col. Muammar al-Qadhafi, the Kuwait News Agency reported. 


In response to a question on whether Morocco's monarch had actually said he would attend the summit, 
Belkhadem said, "there is no reason why he would not." 


This is the seventh AMU summit, which had been delayed since 1995. Rabat had then requested to freeze all 
AMU institutions and would not attend meetings due to Algeria's support of the exiled west Saharan Polisario 
front and rejection of Moroccan administration over the disputed Western Sahara. 


The union includes Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia and Libya. 


In a separate development, Belkhadem on Monday dismissed fears expressed in Moroccan media reports 
over Algeria's acquisition of new Russian weaponry. 


He pointed out that developing armament and defenses is only natural and Rabat should not feel threatened. 
(Albawaba.com). 


Document albawa0020020528dy5s000gs 


REUTERS 





PRESS DIGEST - Algeria - June 17. 


132 words 

17 June 2002 

10:52 AM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2002 Reuters Limited 


ALGIERS, June 17 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Algerian newspapers on Monday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE QUOTIDIEN D'ORAN 


- Mauritanian president Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya might stay away from the Maghreb Arab Union 


summit planned for Friday in Algiers. 

LE MATIN 

- Security forces say they killed three "terrorists" near the western town of Saida. 

EL YOUM 

- Algerian businessman Djillali Mehri plans to launch a TV network broadcasting from Paris. 
LIBERTE 

- Prime Minister Ali Benflis vows to step up efforts to settle the crisis in the Kabylie region. 
EL KHABAR 

- Italian truck constructor Iveco is in partnership talks with state-owned industrial vehicles firm Sonacome. 
EL MOUDJAHID 

- A Jordanian bank opens a branch in Algiers. 
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BRUSSELS, June 24 (Reuters) - An appeal court will rule on Wednesday whether Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon can be tried for genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, in a test case for Belgium's 
controversial human rights law. 


The following is a summary of the law: 


- In 1993 Belgium gave its courts universal jurisdiction over war criminals, whatever their nationality and 
wherever the alleged crimes were committed. 


- In 1999 the law was broadened to include counts of genocide and crimes against humanity. It also ruled that 
diplomatic immunity did not prevent the law being applied against public figures. 


- The law covers the following crimes against humanity: murder; extermination; forced deportation or transfer 
of a population; imprisonment or any other serious deprivation of physical liberty; torture; rape, sexual 
enslavement, forced prostitution, forced sterilisation or any other form of sexual violence; persecution of a 
group for political, racial, ethnic, cultural, religious or sexual reasons. 


- Genocide is defined as an act intended to destroy an ethnic, racial or religious group by: murdering 
members of a group; attacking the physical or mental integrity of a group; taking measures to prevent births in 
the group; forcing the transfer of children from the group. 

- French oil giant TotalFinaElf became the first company to be the object of a suit filed under the law. The firm 
says it has not been notified of court action and denies it was guilty of acting as an accomplice in alleged 
crimes against humanity committed by Myanmar's military. 


The following is a list of political figures who have had suits launched against them for human rights abuses 
under the Belgian law: 


Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, Mauritanian president 
Fidel Castro, Cuban president 

Yasser Arafat, Palestinian president 

Ariel Sharon, Israeli prime minister 

Laurent Gbagbo, Ivory Coast president 

Hissene Habre, exiled former Chad president 

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, former Iranian president 
Saddam Hussein, Iraqi president 

Paul Kagame, Rwandan president 

Denis Sassou Nguesso, Republic of Congo president 
Yoweri Museveni, Ugandan president 

Pierre Buyoya, Burundian president 

SOURCE: International Federation of Human Rights Leagues. 
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NOUAKCHOTT (A.A) - 26.06.2002 - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid AhmedTaya received Turkish 


military delegation headed by General Sevket Dingiloglu on Wednesday. Dingiloglu said following the 
meeting that Turkey and Mauritania would sign military cooperation agreements. Gen. Dingiloglu stated that 
Turkey and Mauritania were enjoying very good relations. (SC). 
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MAURITANIA 


Where is it? 


If there's one thing Mauritania has a lot of, it's sand. Towns stand half-buried in it, rocky plateaus rise in and 
out of it and camel trains plod over and around it. It's tricky to pitch a tent in the stuff, but that can be left to 
the desert nomads, whose vivid camps you'll pass when you cross the country by land. Mauritania sits in 
northern Africa, bordering the North Atlantic Ocean (west), between Senegal (south), Western Sahara and 
Algeria (north) and Mali (east). 


Who lives there? 


Nearly three million Mauritanians, comprising Maur or Bidan (individuals of Arab and Berber descent, 30 per 
cent) mixed Maur and black Africans (called Haratin, 40 per cent) and black Africans (Soudaniens, Fula, Peul 
and Tukalor, 30 per cent). The official languages are Wolof and Hasaniya Arabic. French is also widely 
spoken. 


Take me to your leader 


Head of state is President Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya. Head of government is Prime Minister 


Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna. 
Food, glorious food 


Don't look for culinary marvels in the desert. Get used to rice, mutton, dried fish, camel or goat meat, with 
curdled goat or camel milk often served on the side. Couscous is a treat. In the south, particularly near the 
border with Senegal, the food turns spicy and vegetables and fresh fish appear. 


Let us pray 
Mauritania is an Islamic republic. 
Party time 


Celebrations in Mauritania follow the Muslim calendar, so look out for Ramadan and Tabaski (Eid-al-Kabir). 
Independence Day falls on November 28. 


Bright lights, big city 


Nouakchott ("place of the winds") is a little city with a big shantytown fringe. It's a relatively safe place to 
wander around compared to some other West African capitals, but it's still not a fantastic idea to visit the back 
streets late at night. 


When the sun's out 


The capital's main attractions include the Musee National, to learn about the history of the Maurs, the Mosque 
Saudique and the lively and friendly Port de Peche, where you can watch fishermen sorting their fishy 
catches. Also worth a look are Le Ksar Maur settlement and Tanit beach, north of the city. However, there is 
also a fairly pleasant stretch of the sand closer to the capital. 


Out of the big smoke 


Head north to the Adrar region to take a camel ride between oases, meet some desert nomads, view ancient 
rock paintings and reach Amogar Pass on the Adrar Plateau. You can see the old Foreign Legion fort at 
Chinguetti, visit the old Le Ksar el Kiali quarter of Ouadane and take a swim at the oasis town of Terjt. 


Visa? 
Yes, you'll need a visa. 
They can be obtained through French consulates in most countries. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 29 (Reuters) - Mauritania launched work on a new road around the Sahara desert on 
Monday as part of a planned route linking the countries of black Africa with the Arab world and Europe. 


Traders and travellers using the few existing routes across the Sahara run the gauntlet of armed bandits, 
shifting sand and - if their vehicles break down - face a fight for survival in one of the least hospitable places 
on Earth. 


The new 470 km (295 mile) road along Mauritania's Atlantic coast will be a link in a planned highway linking 
Morocco to Nigeria - long envisaged by the Organisation of African Unity, which this month became the 
African Union. 


The metalled road, replacing what is now a track over shifting sand dunes, will join existing road networks in 
Morocco and Western Sahara with those of Senegal, Gambia and other West African countries, many among 
the world's poorest nations. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on Monday laid the first stone of the new $70 million 
link, to be built with help from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development and the Islamic 
Development Bank. 


Apart from the wider benefits for the region, isolated fishing villages along the new road hope to cash in by 
improving their access to markets and opening their doors to tourists from Europe and beyond. 
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Text of report by South African news agency SAPA web site 


Johannesburg, 13 September: Leaders of a number of developing countries on Tuesday [3 September] 
asked for financial commitments from the first world to make sustainable development possible. 


"One can't expect the poor to share the costs of degradation and enhancing the environment," President 
Isayas Afewerki of Eritrea said at the World Summit on Sustainable Development [WSSD] in Johannesburg. 


"That's why poverty is the real enemy of the environment." 


Mozambican President Joachim Chissano said the progress since the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 10 
years ago had been rather disappointing. 


One of the reasons for that was a lack of political will to mobilize and allocate the necessary financial 
resources for technological and development assistance to developing countries. 


"Therefore, the vision of sustainable development remains elusive." 


The WSSD should ensure that all countries performed their fair share of responsibility in implementing the 
agenda on environmental and developmental aspects set at Rio, he said. 


"Africa believes that improving the lives of its people is the primary responsibility of its people themselves." 


By means of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad) the continent was taking charge of its 
own destiny. 


But Nepad would only be viable if it could reap benefits from meaningful partnerships with the rest of the 
world. 


"The response to Nepad from the developed countries so far has been encouraging." 


Chissano said global and international trade should be geared to reduce shortages in the poorest parts of the 
world, especially the least developed countries. 


He called for debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries so they could implement programmes to combat 
poverty. 


Mexican President Vicente Fox said: "Foreign debt is one of the biggest impediments in the advance towards 
sustainable development." 


According to Ecuador's president, Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, the heavy debt burden worked against the 
development of the poorer countries. So did the subsidies developed countries gave to their producers, he 
said. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya called on industrialized countries to step up 


development assistance to their poor counterparts and to open their markets to the south. 


The existing imbalances in the world were just being exacerbated, said Cape Verde President Pedro Verona 
Rodrigues Pires. 


"It is important to overcome the indifference of the privileged to the agony of the disadvantaged." 


Rwandese Prime Minister Bernard Makuza said globalization could result in freezing the world into haves and 
have-nots. 


"Let's develop a greater sense of inclusiveness and responsiveness among the world's citizens." 
Source: SAPA news agency web site, Johannesburg, in English 1318 gmt 3 Sep 02. 


Document bbcap00020020903dy93005v6 


WSSD - POVERTY ENEMY OF ENVIRONMENT. 


417 words 

3 September 2002 

SAPA (South African Press Association) 

SAPA 

English 

(c) 2002 All copy held by SAPA, no republication without permission from SAPA 


JOHANNESBURG Sept 3 Sapa 


Leaders of a number of developing countries on Tuesday asked for financial commitments from the first world 
to make sustainable development possible. 


"One can't expect the poor to share the costs of degradation and enhancing the environment," President 
Isaias Afwerki of Eritrea said at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. 


"That's why poverty is the real enemy of the environment." 


Mozambican president Joachim Chissano said the progress since the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 10 
years ago had been rather disappointing. 


One of the reasons for that was a lack of political will to mobilise and allocate the necessary financial 
resources for technological and development assistance to developing countries. 


"Therefore the vision of sustainable development remains elusive." 


The WSSD should ensure that all countries performed their fair share of responsibility in implementing the 
agenda on environmental and developmental aspects set at Rio, he said. 


"Africa believes that improving the lives of its people is the primary responsibility of its people themselves." 


By means of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (Nepad) the continent was taking charge of its 
own destiny. 


But Nepad would only be viable if it could reap benefits from meaningful partnerships with the rest of the 
world. 


"The response to Nepad from the developed countries so far has been encouraging." 


Chissano said global and international trade should be geared to reduce shortages in the poorest parts of the 
world, especially the least developed countries. 


He called for debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries so they could implement programmes to combat 
poverty. 


Mexican president Vicente Fox said: "Foreign debt is one of the biggest impediments in the advance towards 
sustainable development." 


According to Ecuador's president, Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, the heavy debt burden worked against the 
development of the poorer countries. So did the subsidies developed countries gave to their producers, he 
said. 


Mauritanian president Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya called on industrialised countries to step up 


development assistance to their poor counterparts and to open their markets to the south. 


The existing imbalances in the world were just being exacerbated, said Cape Verde president Pedro Verona 
Rodrigues Pires. 


"It is important to overcome the indifference of the privileged to the agony of the disadvantaged." 


Rwandese prime minister Bernard Makuza said globalisation could result in freezing the world into haves and 
have-nots. 


"Let's develop a greater sense of inclusiveness and responsiveness among the world's citizens." 
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Sep 02, 2002 (SABCnews.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - Former President Nelson Mandela 
and HM Queen Noor of Jordan, along with a number of Heads of State and other dignitaries, today launch the 
2003 World Congress on Protected Areas at the IUCN Environment Centre in Johannesburg. 


Dignitaries present at the launch will include President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania, 


President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil, King Goodwill Zwelithini of the Zulu Nation, Mohamed 
El-Ashry of the Global Environmental Facility, Deputy Minister Rejoice Mabudafhasi of South Africa, and 
Yolanda Kakabadse and Achim Steiner of IUCN - The World Conservation Union. Her Majesty Queen Noor 
of Jordan will make a video address. 


The World Parks Congress is a once-in-a-decade event that will be held 8 - 17 September 2003 in Durban, 
South Africa, under the theme of "Protected Areas: Benefits Beyond Boundaries". Mandela and HM Queen 
Noor share the Patronage of the Congress. 


Protected Areas - a generic term covering national parks, wilderness areas, multiple-use areas and other 
types of reserves - conserve those special places on earth that are vital for sustainable development. They 
provide water, protect soils and filter air. They help to regulate our climate and provide a buffer against 
natural disasters. They offer materials from nature to meet the needs of poor communities and hold the 
promise of improving foods and medicines from their unexplored genetic resources. 


There are now 44 000 protected areas in the world, covering 10% of the world's land surface - an area 
equivalent to India and China combined. Protected Areas are an important tool to halt the destruction of our 
natural wealth, yet they face many challenges as we move into the new century. They are at risk as never 
before from human infringement, pollution through water and air, and illegal exploitation. 


The theme of next year's congress is 'Benefits Beyond Boundaries’, which reflects the need to include many 
stakeholders in their management and improve the relevance of protected areas to sustainable development. 
The Vth World Parks Congress will evaluate the past and look to the future to chart new directions for the 
world's protected areas. 


Copyright SABCnews.com. Distributed by All Africa Global Media(AllAfrica.com) 
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Cape Town, Sep 03, 2002 (Cape Argus/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -BERATING world leaders and 
flirting with young students was all in a day's work for former president Nelson Mandela. 


Madiba, in a trademark gold-and-orange shirt, took numerous engagements in his stride yesterday, causing 
mayhem for security officials who struggled to keep adoring crowds at bay. 


Mandela's day started at the Sandton Convention Centre where he and wife Graca were among the 
dignitaries filing into the morning plenary session. 


After the speeches by world leaders, Madiba went back to his Houghton office where he awarded 11 
overseas scholarships to postgraduate students on behalf of Unilever Foundation. 


Walking slowly with the aid of an ivory-handled cane, Madiba was in high spirits. 


He told one blushing student that he wanted to choose a husband for her, and another to bring her husband 
back to South Africa to meet him, should she marry overseas. 


Journalists used the opportunity to quiz Madiba about a possible American attack on Iraq. In a stinging 
rebuke of US President George W Bush, Mandela said he was "appalled" any country could defy UN policies 
and attack a sovereign nation. 


After awarding the scholarships, Madiba met French President Jacques Chirac, then went on to the 
headquarters of the World Conservation Union. 


There he joined other politicians, including President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya of Mauritania and 
Brazil's President, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, for the launch of the Fifth World Parks Congress, scheduled 
for Durban next year. 


by Staff Reporter 


Copyright Cape Argus. Distributed by All Africa Global Media(AllAfrica.com) 
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Mauritania 'trades Arab solidarity for Israeli protection’ - President turns to Jewish state to replace support 
from France. 


Micheline Hazou 


Special to The Daily Star 


LONDON: Israel is emerging as the principal external patron and protector of the regime of Mauritanian 
President Maaouya Ould Sid AhmedTaya, its intelligence services safeguarding him against coups of the 
kind that brought him to power, in exchange for his rendering a variety of "services." 


The tradeoff, according to US-based Mauritanian writer Mohammed Shankiti, forms the basis of the evolving 
relationship between Israel and the military strongman of the country that occupies the far southwest corner 
of the Arab world. 


The importance of the relationship was underlined when Taya unexpectedly flew to Johannesburg last month 
to attend the Earth summit. Having overthrown his lifelong comrade, then-President Mohammed Khouna, in 
1984 while he was abroad attending a Francophone summit, Taya has an abiding fear of the same thing. He 
thus habitually shuns foreign travel. 


His decision to travel to Johannesburg raised many questions, as combating global warming is not known to 
be one of his priorities. One answer was provided when it was announced that he had met Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on the sidelines of the summit. This was not a routine courtesy call. According to 
Shankiti, it is a reflection of the "strategic" nature that the relationship is acquiring - to the consternation of 
Mauritanian officials. 


In an analysis on Al-Jazeera satellite channel's website, Shankiti says the main reason Taya began flirting 
with the Israelis in the late 1990s is that he had "begun losing the confidence of his traditional friends, the 
French, and was looking for new protectors." He first made secret contacts with Israel via his ambassadors in 
Jordan and France, culminating in a surprise announcement that the two sides would open representative 
offices in Tel Aviv and Nouakchott. Then, in 1999, it was announced in Washington that the two sides were 
establishing full diplomatic relations. 


Simultaneously, steps were taken toward full normalization: It was revealed that Israel was funding a date 
palm project in Mauritania in partnership with a local businessman related to Taya. Two leading Israeli eye 
surgeons - Irit Rosenblatt and Anat Robinson - were sent to Nouakchott to operate on Mauritanian patients 
(the Israeli media gave enormous publicity to this move, without mentioning the story of how an outraged 
Mauritanian hospital lab technician publicly slapped one of the visiting doctors in the face). And in April 2000, 
a delegation from the Israeli Knesset paid a visit, during which a Mauritanian-lsraeli friendship society was set 
up. 


This rapprochement astonished both Mauritanians and the wider Arab world, given Mauritania's remoteness 
from the Middle East and its irrelevance to the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the absence of any political or 
geographical imperative compelling it to deal with Israel. 


The other Arab states that had earlier taken steps toward normalization with Israel argued that they did so "in 
the spirit of Oslo," to support the Palestinians in their peacemaking efforts and to encourage the Israeli 
government to press ahead with the peace process. But Taya forged his links with Israel when it was run by a 
right-wing government that was hostile to Oslo. 


As for Taya's assertion that he was acting "in the higher interest of the Mauritanian people," those same 
people used every means available to them to express their opposition to relations with Israel, with virtually all 
political and social forces in the country joining in protest. The real motives underpinning the relationship are 
to be found elsewhere, says Shankiti. 


For Israel, Mauritania serves a useful "symbolic" propaganda purpose. After the post-Oslo wave of 
enthusiasm for normalization receded sharply due to the behavior of successive Israeli governments, which 
alienated even the most accommodating Arab states, Mauritania was held up as proof that "normalization is 
proceeding apace regardless." In this respect, Shankiti remarks that whenever Israel's diplomatic isolation 
worsens, the Mauritanian leadership seems, as if by prior agreement, to step in to ease it. 


Israel and its supporters routinely exploit the symbolism of such initiatives, praising Mauritania as the model 
of a "peace-loving Arab and Islamic state." Former US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright did the same at 
the ceremony inaugurating diplomatic ties between the two countries - during which she stressed Mauritania's 
"deep attachment of the Islamic faith." 


What the Mauritanian regime gets out of the relationship with Israel is a "protection strategy" of the kind Third 
World rulers resort to when they lose political legitimacy at home, says Shankiti. Taya turned to Israel after 
one of his confidants, Captain Ali Ould Dah, was arrested in France in June 1999 on charges of torturing 
political prisoners. The leadership in Nouakchott was enraged, fearing other members of the ruling elite could 
be similarly targeted and reacted with unprecedented measures: expelling French military experts from 
Mauritania and imposing visa requirements on all French visitors. 


Shankiti challenges the common perception that Taya wooed Israel as the quickest way of getting into 
Washington's good books to compensate for the loss of French political support. With Washington eager to 
supplant Paris' traditional influence throughout Africa, it would have in any case embraced a Mauritanian 
leadership disillusioned with its old protectors, he argues. 


Taya's motives had more to with Israel's security services protecting his regime. It was reported in last year 
that a purge of army officers ordered by Taya was carried out "on the advice" of Israeli intelligence, which 
now has several offices in Mauritania staffed by about 100 "experts." 


The Israeli connection also provides the Mauritanian leadership with cash and other rewards - including 
training for security personnel - in lieu of services rendered. These allegedly include allowing Israel to use the 
Mauritanian desert to dump radioactive waste and conduct missile tests. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 8 (Reuters) - Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres arrived on Tuesday in Mauritania, a 
rare ally of Israel among Arab countries. 


Spanning Arab and Black Africa at the northwestern corner of the continent, Mauritania became only the third 
Arab League country after Egypt and Jordan to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 


Officials said Peres' brief trip was a courtesy visit after his Mauritanian counterpart visited Israel last year. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government has maintained links with Israel in the face of vocal 


protests from opposition parties and fellow Islamic states. 


Criticism of Mauritania's position has mounted since the latest Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation 
began in September 2000, since when at least 1,597 Palestinians and 602 Israelis have been killed. 
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(Ukrainian News, Ruslan Kyrylenko, 11/01/2002) Ukraine and Mauritania intend to develop all-round 
cooperation. 


Press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed Ukrainian News of this matter with reference to the 
meeting of pluralistic Ambassador of Ukraine in Mauritania Yuri Malko with the President of Mauritania 
, which was held on Thursday. 


According to the information of the press service, during this meeting Malko presented his credentials to the 
President of Mauritania and thus proceeded to duties of Ambassador. 


After the ceremony of presenting credentials, the parties had a meeting in private, where they expressed 
general confidence of new possibilities to establish and develop versatile cooperation between the two 
countries. 


The day before the Ukrainian Ambassador was received by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of 
Mauritania Mohamed Ould Tolba. 


According to the press service, in the course of their meeting they discussed specific measures for 
development of bilateral relations. 


Malko also met leaders of the Parliament and leading businessmen of Mauritania. 
The Ambassador also gave an interview to the local mass media. 


As Ukrainian News earlier reported, President Leonid Kuchma has appointed Yury Malko as Ukraine's 
ambassador to Mauritania in mid-April. 


Malko, 55, retains his post as Ukraine's ambassador to Morocco, and he is the first Ukrainian ambassador to 
Mauritania. 


He was appointed Ukrainian ambassador to Morocco in August 2000. 
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(Ukrainian News, Ruslan Kyrylenko, 11/01/2002) Ukraine and Mauritania intend to develop all-round 
cooperation. 


Press service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed Ukrainian News of this matter with reference to the 
meeting of pluralistic Ambassador of Ukraine in Mauritania Yuri Malko with the President of Mauritania 
, which was held on Thursday. 


According to the information of the press service, during this meeting Malko presented his credentials to the 
President of Mauritania and thus proceeded to duties of Ambassador. 


After the ceremony of presenting credentials, the parties had a meeting in private, where they expressed 
general confidence of new possibilities to establish and develop versatile cooperation between the two 
countries. 


The day before the Ukrainian Ambassador was received by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of 
Mauritania Mohamed Ould Tolba. 


According to the press service, in the course of their meeting they discussed specific measures for 
development of bilateral relations. 


Malko also met leaders of the Parliament and leading businessmen of Mauritania. 
The Ambassador also gave an interview to the local mass media. 


As Ukrainian News earlier reported, President Leonid Kuchma has appointed Yury Malko as Ukraine's 
ambassador to Mauritania in mid-April. 


Malko, 55, retains his post as Ukraine's ambassador to Morocco, and he is the first Ukrainian ambassador to 
Mauritania. 


He was appointed Ukrainian ambassador to Morocco in August 2000. 
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President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya announced yesterday (6 November 2002) that the forthcoming 


budget will contain income tax cuts. The draft 2003 budget is expected to be presented to parliament shortly. 
Low and middle-income earners are expected to be the prime beneficiaries of this measure. 
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In Rabat-datelined story headlined "Mauritania announces 
offshore gas, oil finds" please read in 2nd paragraph "...and two 
crude oil wells of 100 million barrels each..." instead of "...and 
two oil wells of 100 million cubic metres each...," correcting the 


units. A corrected version follows. 


RABAT, Nov 27 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'AhmedtTaya announced on 
Wednesday important oil and gas finds in offshore drilling near its capital Nouakchott, Morocco's state news 
agency MAP reported. 


He said in a speech marking a national celebration that the finds involved 30 billion cubic metres of gas and 
two crude oil wells of 100 million barrels each, MAP added without elaborating. 


Australian oil and gas company Woodside Petroleum Limited and Hardman Resources Ltd have been jointly 
prospecting and drilling for oil in the offshore Chinguetti project off Nouakchott. 


It was not immediately clear if the finds announced by the Mauritanian president were made by the two 
Australian firms. 
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RABAT, Nov 27 (Reuters) - An Australian consortium drilling off the coast of Mauritania has discovered two 
oil deposits with reserves totaling 200 million barrels, the west African country said on Wednesday. 


The discovery, announced by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, would be an economic windfall for 


the mainly desert country of some 2.8 million inhabitants. 
Woodside Petroleum Ltd has been leading a consortium prospecting offshore in the Atlantic since 1998. 


Moroccan state news agency MAP quoted Taya as saying the 'Chinguetti 1' and 'Banda' deposits each had 
yields of 100 million barrels. He also announced a natural gas deposit of 30 billion cubic metres. 


"The effective production of oil in Mauritania will start by the end of 2005," MAP quoted him as saying in a 
speech marking the country's independence. 


The Mauritanian economy, considered as one of the continent's poorest, relies heavily on agriculture and iron 
ore mining. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, also of Australia, and Fusion Oil & Gas Plc are among the other partners in the 
Chinguetti project. 


"Ongoing studies will allow the confirmation of the commercial profitability of the Chinguetti deposits and will 
be completed in the first half of 2003," Taya said. MAP said that Taya met on Monday with Woodside Chief 
Executive John Akehurst. 


Taya also said the Mauritanian economy managed in recent years to post strong economic growth, reduced 
inflation and a reduction in its foreign debt of $1.1 billion, which would be devoted to efforts aimed at 
eradicating poverty. 
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RABAT/MELBOURNE Nov 28 (Reuters) - An Australian consortium drilling off the coast of Mauritania has 
discovered two oil deposits with reserves totaling 200 million barrels, the west African country said. 


The discovery, announced by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, would be an economic windfall for 


the mainly desert country of some 2.8 million inhabitants. 
Woodside Petroleum Ltd has been leading a consortium prospecting offshore in the Atlantic since 1998. 


Moroccan state news agency MAP quoted Taya as saying the 'Chinguetti 1' and 'Banda' deposits each had 
yields of 100 million barrels. He also announced a natural gas deposit of 30 billion cubic metres. 


"The effective production of oil in Mauritania will start by the end of 2005," MAP quoted him as saying in a 
speech marking the country's independence. MAP said Taya met on Monday with Woodside Chief Executive 
John Akehurst. 


The Chinguetti project is being closely watched by investors in Woodside as a potential major development 
away from its traditional base in Australia. 


Partners in the joint venture are Woodside and ENI AGIP British Borneo , each with 35 percent, Fusion Oil 
and Gas with 3.0 percent, Hardman Resources Ltd with 24.3 percent and Roc Oil with 2.7 percent. 


TOO EARLY TO TELL 


Managing Director of Hardman Ted Ellyard said last month he expected a revised oil reserve estimate for the 
Chinguetti field - to be released December - would be in excess of 110 million recoverable barrels. 


Ellyard also said he expected first oil production from the field by 2005, however a Woodside spokesman said 
from the company's Perth headquarters on Thursday that a more realistic date was mid-2006. 


A decision on whether Chinguetti would be commercially developed would be made around April, 2003 after 
further appraisal studies confirmed the recoverable reserves, the Woodside spokesman said. 


"In terms of Banda it is far too early (to put an estimate on recoverable reserves) and | think people are just 
guessing because we have no further results other than the 3D seismic and the one well into the Banda field,” 
he said. 


Six wells have been drilled by the joint venture offshore Mauritania during the past 18 months with four 
resulting in genuine oil and gas discoveries - three in the Chinguetti field and one on the Banda field. 


The Mauritanian economy, considered as one of the continent's poorest, relies heavily on agriculture and iron 
ore mining. 


Taya said the nation's economy managed in recent years to post strong economic growth, reduced inflation 
and a reduction in its foreign debt of $1.1 billion, which would be devoted to efforts aimed at eradicating 
poverty. 


Shares in Woodside were up 0.7 percent at A$11.92 in early afternoon trade, while Hardman was up 3.77 
percent at 55 cents and Roc remained unchanged. 


($1=A$1.79). 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


Mr Ould Taya became head of state in December 1984 when he led a military coup. He returned the country 
to democracy in 1991 and was elected president in January 1992 as candidate of the Parti republicain 


democratique et social (PRDS) and re-elected in December 1997. In his mid- 50s, Mr Ould Taya draws his 
main support from the armed forces and the Beydane tribes in his home region of Adrar. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah 


A former minister of finance and central bank governor during the presidency of his brother, Mokhtar Ould 
Daddah. Elected president of the opposition Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD) in January 
2002, a party formed to allow candidates from the banned Union des forces democratiques-Ere nouvelle 
(UFD-EN), also headed by Mr Daddah, to contest the parliamentary elections. He took 33% of the vote in the 
1992 presidential poll, but has boycotted all subsequent elections. 


Messaoud Ould Boulkheir 


Mr Boulkheir led a breakaway faction (El-Hor) of the opposition UFD-EN, and formed Action pour le 
changement (AC) in 1995. AC was banned for "extremism" in 2002, and an attempt to relaunch the party as 
the Convention for Change late in the year was stifled. He champions the cause of former slaves, their 
descendants and black Mauritanians. 


Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheikh Melainine 


A former minister of planning and rural development, he left the pro- government Rassemblement pour la 
democratie et l'unite (RDU) to contest the 1997 presidential election, winning 7% of the vote. He 
subsequently launched the Front populaire (FP), focusing his campaign on the eradication of slavery. He was 
arrested in April 2001 for plotting acts of sabotage and sentenced to five years in prison, where he remains, 
despite deteriorating health. 


Sidi Mohamed Ould Boubacar 


A former prime minister and general secretary of the ruling PRDS, he was moved to head Mr Ould Taya's 
private cabinet in the reshuffle that followed the 2001 election. He exerts considerable influence inside the 
ruling camp, and is a leader of the younger generation within the party. 


SOURCE: Country Profile 
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General Data 


Area: 1,030,700 sq.km (397,953 sq.m); 1% arable, 38% meadows and pastures, 5% forest and woodland, 
56% other. 


Coastline: 754km (470 miles). 


Maritime claims: Territorial waters 22km (12nm), EEZ 370km (200nm), continental shelf 200n or edge of the 
continental margin. 


Population: 2,828,858 (July 2002 est.); annual growth rate 2.92% (2002 est.). The population is 40% mixed 
Moor/Black, 30% Moor, 30% Black. 


Religions: Nearly 100% Muslim. 

Languages: Hassaniya Arabic (national language); French (official); local dialects. 

Literacy rate: 41%. 

Government 

Long-form or legal name: Islamic Republic of Mauritania (Jumhuriyat Muritaniyah Al-Islamiyah). 
Type of government: Republic. 


Administrative divisions: 12 regions, | capital district. Legal system: Based on Islamic law (Shari'a) and 
special courts. 


Branches of government: President as Head of State; Prime Minister appointed by President and responsible 
to him; Council of Ministers; bicameral legislature (56-seat Senate or Majlis al-Shuyukh, 81 seat National 
Assembly or Majlis al-Watani;judiciary headed by Supreme Court. 


Suffrage: Universal over 18. 

Member of: UN, Arab League, AU, ICAO, AfDB, Seabeds Committee and others. 
Economy 

GDP: US$5 billion (2001 est.), US$1,800 per capita; real growth rate 4% (2001 est.). 


Balance of trade: Imports, US$335 million (fo.b., 2000); exports, US$359 million (fo.b., 2000). Budget: 
Revenues, US$421 million; expenditures, US$378 million (2001 est.). 


Defence 


Total active manpower: About 9,200. Para-military forces: 2,000 Gendarmerie, 2,500 National Guard, 
National Police, Presidential Guard, Nomad Security Guards. 


Conscription: 24 months. 

Defence budget: US$37.1 million, 3.7% of GDP (2001). 
Navy 

Personnel: About 450. 


Fleet: 


1 ABOU BEKR BEN AMER 54m patrol boat (Leroux et Lotz OPV 54 type) 
1 EL NASR FPB (ex-LE DIX JUILLET) 

1 N'MADI patrol boat (ex-JURA) (fishery protection) 

1 VOUM-LEGLEITA patrol boat (ex-ex-POSEIDON)(fishery protection) 

4 Indian-built patrol craft 

1 DAH OULD BAH inshore patrol (Customs) 

1 LCM 


NB: The VOUM-LEGLEITA is a former Spanish Navy salvage tug transferred in early 2000. Although 
intended for fishery protection duties, she maintains the original salvage gear. 


Main bases: Nouadhibou (formerly Port Etienne), Port Friendship. 
Land Forces 

Personnel: 8,600. 

Structure: 

7 infantry battalions 

2 armoured car squadrons 

1 parachute-commando battalion 

2 camel corps battalions 

1 reconnaissance squadrons 

2 artillery batteries 

1 engineer company 

4 anti-aircraft batteries 

Equipment: 

MBTs: 30 T-54s/SSs 

Armoured cars: 39 AML-60s, 14 AML-90s, 35 SALADINs, 4 SARACENs 
Artillery: 10 MIO1A2 105mm, 18 D-74 and 8 D-30 122mm 
Mortars: 60mm, 81mm, 120mm RCLs: 75mm, 106mm 
ATGW: MILAN 

AA guns: 14.5mm, 23mm, 37mm 

SAM: SA-7 

Air Force 

Personnel: About 1,000 

Equipment: 


Transport/liaison: 2 DHC-SD BUFFALOs, 2 FTB337s, 5 BN-2 DEFENDERs, 2 Cessna F-337s, 2 PA31 
CHEYENNE Ils, 1 GULFSTREAM II, 4 SF260Es, 4 MD-500M helicopters 


Air bases: Aioun-el-Atrous, Akjoujt, Atar, Fort Gouraud, Fort Tringet, Kaedi, Kiffa, Nouadhibou, Nouakchott 
(main), Rosso. 


Armed Forces HQ 


do Ministry of Defence 
P.O. Box 617 

Nouakchott, Mauritania 
Tel.: ++222-52321, -52371 
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TINDOUF, Algeria, Jan 17 (Reuters) - The Polisario Front, which is seeking independence for 
Moroccan-ruled Western Sahara, reiterated on Friday that nothing short of that goal will be acceptable for the 
future of the disputed territory. 


The warning came as United Nations special envoy James Baker wrapped up his latest regional tour to 
present new proposals to end a long impasse over the mineral-rich former Spanish colony. 


A solution to the conflict with Morocco "that fails to take into account the inalienable rights to 
self-determination of the Saharawi people will not find our support", the Polisario Front's top official M'Hamed 
Khadad told reporters, Algeria's official APS news agency said. 


On Thursday, Baker gave both sides in the Western Sahara conflict two more months to respond to the latest 
proposals for the future of the disputed territory. 


The U.N. Security Council had set a January 31 deadline for Baker to come up with a solution to the 
apparently intractable dispute between Morocco and the Algerian-backed Polisario Front independence 
movement. 


Baker also said he would ask for the mandate of the U.N. military observers' mission in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) to be extended for another two months. 


The U.N. Security Council had assigned Baker to come up with a solution to a dispute sparked by Morocco's 
annexation of the vast, sparsely populated Western Sahara territory in 1975. 


Baker, a former U.S. secretary of state, has been pushing for a plan making the desert territory on Africa's 
Atlantic coast a semi-autonomous part of Morocco. 


Morocco calls the territory, about the size of Britain, its "southern provinces" and refuses to discuss its 
sovereignty. To even question that in Morocco is considered a crime. 


But the Polisario Front, which fought a bitter guerrilla war with Morocco from 1976 until a U.N. ceasefire in 
1991, insists on a referendum for independence. 


Diplomats said Baker's latest proposals might be a variation on his previous autonomy plan, with 
"self-government" in an autonomous administration part of the Moroccan kingdom. 


Apart from Polisario Front leaders, Baker met during his three-day tour with Morocco's King Mohammed, 
ay President Abdelaziz Bouteflika and on Thursday night in Nouakchott Mauritanian President 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Official name: Republique islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state: Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system: Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 


National legislature: The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower house, 
the National Assembly, with 81 deputies. 


National elections: October 2001 (National Assembly); December 1997 (presidential); next elections due in 
December 2003 (presidential) 


Head of state: President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


was re-elected in December 1997 
National government: The president and his appointed Council of Ministers; last reshuffle November 2001 


Main political parties: A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti 
republicain democratique et social (PRDS), Action pour le changement (AC), Rassemblement pour la 
democratie et l'unite (RDU), Union des forces democratiques (UFD) and Rassemblement des forces 
democratiques (RFD) 


President: 
Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya 
Prime minister: Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna 
Key ministers 
Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Baba Ould Sidi 
Culture & Islamic affairs: Isselmou Ould Sid'El Moustaph 
Economic affairs & development: Mohamed Ould Nany 
Finance: Boidiel Ould Houmeid 
Fisheries & the maritime economy: Ahmedou Ould Ahmedou 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Ould Tolba 
Health & social affairs: Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Java 
Information & parliamentary relations: Cheyakh Ould Ely 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed 
Justice: Sghair Ould M Bareck 
Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H' Meyda 
National defence: Kaba Ould Elewa 
Rural development & environment: Ba Soule Bacar 
Secretary-general at the Presidency: Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig 
Trade, crafts & tourism Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 
Transport & equipment: Diabira Bakary 
Water & energy: Moustapha Kane 
Central Bank governor: Sid' El Moukhtar Ould Naji 
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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


In December the IMF completed its sixth and final review of Mauritania's poverty reduction and growth facility 
(PRGF) and released a final tranche of US$8m. The three-year programme was originally approved in July 
1999 as an enhanced structural adjustment facility but was thereafter redesigned into a PRGF arrangement. 
The agreement expired in late December but it is expected that negotiations with the IMF will lead to a new, 
three-year PRGF in 2003 after the fund evaluates reforms made in the last six months of the former 
programme. 


The release of funds occurred after the IMF board waived Mauritania's non- observance of the structural 
performance criterion on the publication of the 2001 audited financial statements for the Banque Centrale de 
Mauritanie, as delays were caused by "technical reasons related to delays by the external auditors". The 
IMF's deputy managing director, Eduardo Aninat, said that the successful PRGF arrangement had 
contributed to strong economic growth, low inflation and a comfortable level of international reserves despite 
an adverse external environment characterised by depressed demand for the country's main export, iron ore. 


Two main tasks were identified for the future: to reduce external vulnerability by diversifying the economy and 
make more progress in the fight against poverty in a country where about half of the population still lives 
below the poverty line. Resources freed by the debt reduction under the heavily indebted poor countries 
(HIPC) initiative will be crucial for implementing social spending programmes. Underlining the IMF's support 
for Mauritania 's efforts, the IMF's managing director, Horst Kohler, visited the country in October and met the 
president, anes. 


SOURCE: Country Report 
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COUNTRY VIEW 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


OVERVIEW: The president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, is expected to win the 2003 presidential 
election comfortably, despite recent attempts by the opposition to present a unified strategy. Real GDP will 
grow by 4-5% per year in 2003-04, but oil exploration could lead to much faster growth in the medium term. 


DOMESTIC POLITICS: The Mauritanian presidential election, scheduled for end-2003, will dominate the 
political scene. Opposition parties still face an enormous challenge in presenting a credible alternative to the 
president, Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, and his ruling Parti republicain democratique et social (PRDS) 
ahead of the presidential election, despite their initial success in creating an eight-party alliance, Cadre 
unitaire de l'opposition (CUO), last October. The alliance remains fragile and there is no overwhelmingly 
prominent figure with the capacity to unite a broad number of parties. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: After receiving the visit of the Israeli foreign minister, Shimon Peres, in 
October, Mr Ould Taya will continue to resist Arab pressure for Mauritania to terminate diplomatic relations 
with Israel, since this would lead to a deterioration of the increasingly friendly relations his government 
currently enjoys with the US. Relations with Europe--Mauritania's main economic partner--will continue to be 
more delicate, because of the political conditions now attached to EU aid, including good governance and the 
respect of human rights. 


POLICY TRENDS: Despite the expiry of a previous poverty reduction and growth facility (PRGF) in 
December 2002, the government will maintain macroeconomic stability along the lines dictated by the IMF. 
Negotiations with the IMF should lead to the establishment of a new, three-year PRGF before mid-2003. The 
new programme is expected to stress the need to continue with economic reforms, including fiscal 
transparency and improved monetary management. Although the government is expected to maintain fiscal 
discipline, some loosening is expected in 2003, reflecting both drought-related spending and higher election 
spending. 


ECONOMIC GROWTH: Mauritania is unlikely to achieve real GDP growth beyond 4-5% per year in 2003-04 
since the country is still highly dependent on rain-fed agriculture and prices for iron ore will remain low owing 
to depressed global demand. Oil exploration is expected to have only a limited effect on economic 
performance since linkages with other sectors are very limited. Greater benefits for the local economy can be 
expected once oil starts to flow. 


INFLATION: Average annual inflation is expected to rise to 4% in 2003, prompted by higher food prices, 
before declining to 3% in 2004 as food production stabilises. 


EXTERNAL SECTOR: Exports are expected to remain stagnant since demand in the EU-Mauritania's main 
trading partner-is expected to be depressed. However, the country's efforts to diversify its export base 
through new mining developments may start yielding some results in the next two years. Despite an increase 
in donor inflows, the current-account deficit is expected to widen, owing to an increase in imports prompted 
by new exploration works. 


SOURCE: Country outlook 
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PARIS, Feb 18 (Reuters) - An international rights group on Tuesday condemned France for playing host this 
week to several African leaders being investigated in European and international courts on suspicion of 
crimes including torture and genocide. 


The Paris-based International Federation of Human Rights Leagues (FIDH) said the summit of African 
leaders in Paris on February 20-21 could yield few results when many of those attending were flouting 
democratic principles at home. 


President Jacques Chirac said on Tuesday he wanted Africa to be a priority for his centre-right government, 
elected in June. 


FIDH President Patrick Baudoin said the "new partnership" being touted by Paris rang hollow. He accused 
the French government of turning a blind eye to widespread rights abuses in countries including Zimbabwe, 
Mauritania, Tunisia and Congo. 


"We have few illusions about the positive aspect of this Franco-African summit and this new partnership being 
advertised more as a slogan than in actual convictions," he said. 


"It is utterly vague what can really be scheduled, outside of a few lunches or dinners which will certainly give 
them an opportunity to drink to the health of populations that in some cases are being massacred," Baudoin 
added. 


Dobian Assingar, head of the Chadian League of Human Rights, said Africans were demanding real solidarity 
from the French government in the fight against crimes and impunity. 


"France must stop laying out the red carpet to all these criminals who continue to pollute society and who run 
our countries today in Africa," he said. 


Several leaders who have confirmed they are coming to Paris are under the shadow of court proceedings. 


The FIDH this week filed its first complaint to the International Criminal Court, aiming to bring to trial the 
Central African Republic's President Ange-Felix Patasse. 


Meanwhile, a group of 23 Mauritanian ex-servicemen, invoking a controversial Belgian law, have filed a 
lawsuit against President i accusing him of genocide. 


IMMUNITY RULES 


France has come under sharp criticism from Britain, Germany and Sweden by obtaining a special exemption 
to the EU sanctions against Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, which include a travel ban, allowing him 
to attend the summit. 


The French government said other African nations threatened to boycott the meeting unless Mugabe was 
allowed to participate. 


British rights activist Peter Tatchell plans to apply to a French court for an arrest warrant against Mugabe on 
the basis of the 1984 U.N. Convention Against Torture. 


However, FIDH officials said they would not file complaints in French courts against Mugabe or any other 
leaders accused of serious human rights violations, as these would run foul of French and international laws 
on immunity for heads of state. 


"As we believe that any such attempt would fail because of the immunity which they enjoy, we have decided 
not to give them the satisfaction of seeing this failure," said FIDH executive director Antoine Bernard. 


A demonstration called by the group on Tuesday was sparsely attended. Some 20 supporters demonstrated 
in front of the Eiffel Tower, brandishing a banner which read: "The victims welcome their torturers". 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Official name : Republique islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state : Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system : Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 


National legislature : The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower 
house, the National Assembly, with 81 deputies. 


National elections : October 2001 (National Assembly); December 1997 (presidential); next elections due in 
December 2003 (presidential) 


Head of state : President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


was re-elected in December 1997 
National government: The president and his appointed Council of Ministers; last reshuffle November 2001 


Main political parties: A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti 
republicain democratique et social (PRDS), Action pour le changement (AC), Rassemblement pour la 
democratie et l'unite (RDU), Union des forces democratiques (UFD) and Rassemblement des forces 
democratiques (RFD) 


President : 
Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya 
Prime minister: Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna 
Key ministers 
Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Baba Ould Sidi 
Culture & Islamic affairs: Isselmou Ould Sid'El Moustaph 
Economic affairs & development: Mohamed Ould Nany 
Finance: Boidiel Ould Houmeid 
Fisheries & the maritime economy: Ahmedou Ould Ahmedou 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Ould Tolba 
Health & social affairs: Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Java 
Information & parliamentary relations: Cheyakh Ould Ely 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed 
Justice: Sghair Ould M Bareck 
Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H' Meyda 
National defence: Kaba Ould Elewa 
Rural development & environment: Ba Soule Bacar 
Secretary-general at the Presidency: Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig 
Trade, crafts & tourism Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 
Transport & equipment: Diabira Bakary 
Water & energy: Moustapha Kane 
Central Bank governor: Ba Saidou Moussa 
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Mauritania, which has maintained a low international profile for several decades, has hit the headlines thanks 
to the discovery of offshore oil reserves. But too many observers seem to be deciding how to spend the 
potential bounty before it has been guaranteed. The government of Mauritania would do well to keep its eye 
on broader economic policy, for although levels of growth are on the rise, two major problems have appeared 
on the horizon. Government revenues are dominated by income from the country's iron ore and fishing 
industries but both are currently fraught with difficulties--the low iron ore price threatens the pace of growth, 
while increased numbers of foreign fishing vessels are threatening domestic hauls. 


Although external debt stands at a massive 270% of GDP, the government has maintained tight fiscal policy 
under IMF and World Bank guidance. The managing director of the IMF, Horst Kohler, held talks with 
President iaabiea Oud Sanaa in the capital city of Nouakchott in October 2002. Kohler praised 
the government's success in keeping the economy under control. Inflation has been kept down, at around 


3%, and the level of foreign reserves is rising, while the Minister of Finance, Beijel Ould Houmeit, says 
Mauritania's GDP grew by 4.2% in 2002. This is line with average increases of 4.5% over the past decade. 


The country's most recent IMF poverty reduction and growth facility (PRGF) expired at the end of 2002 and, 
according to IMF deputy managing director Eduardo Aninat, the PRGF has played a major role in 
Mauritania's economic success. The IMF and World Bank have both been quick to praise improvements in 
state administration, with more efficient and simplified revenue collection systems contributing to a 9% rise in 
state revenues in 2002. 


A new PRGF is planned for the period 2003-05, while the country is to receive support under the enhanced 
heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative this year. The country is to receive debt service relief of 
$1.1bn in total, allowing increased health, education and other social spending. Mauritania is only the sixth 
country to qualify for full HIPC support, highlighting its success in abiding by IMF recommendations. 


Despite its recent economic success, poverty levels remain high and at least a third of the population of 2.7m 
are affected by the country's worst drought in over a decade. The government has been criticised for delays 
in providing support for the south of the country. Meanwhile, Nouakchott is reputed to be Africa's fastest 
growing city, indicating the extent of urbanisation in this extremely arid land, where many lack adequate food, 
water and shelter. 


A World Trade Organisation (WTO) report in the second half of 2002 stated that while the country's economic 
liberalisation programme was proceeding well, sustained technical assistance was required if Mauritania was 
to benefit from economic globalisation. However, the report complimented the government on its efforts to 
create a solid legislative and regulatory framework, to stabilise the economy and to remove unnecessary 
barriers to international trade. The government is keen to pursue its privatisation programme, with power 
company Somelec at the top of the list. Moroccan power company Office National de I'Electricite (ONE) failed 
in its attempt to take over the parastatal during 2002. 


POTENTIAL FOR OIL 


While economic reform may make a real difference in the long run, Mauritania's offshore resources could 
provide a huge medium term boost. Hopes of oil discoveries began to surface when the similarities between 
the geology of the oil rich Gulf of Guinea and offshore Mauritania were first noticed. Once technical advances 
in deepwater production techniques finally made production offshore of the Saharan state economically 
viable, oil companies began to take a calculated risk and invest in acreage. Deepwater production costs have 
subsequently fallen from around $12 a barrel to $5 a barrel over the past decade and continuing to decrease. 


The first entrants were led by British company Dana Petroleum in 1998 and included Hardman, Woodside 
Petroleum and British Borneo Oil and Gas. The local subsidiary of Australian firm Woodside, Woodside 
Mauritania Pty, made the first major find--the Chinguetti field--on its Block A licence in 2001, prompting the 
company to commit more resources to the area. This resulted in the discovery of the Banda field on Block B 
in the same reservoir and system. 


The Chinguetti 4-3 well, around 20km to the east of the original Chinguetti find, revealed mainly natural gas. 
Woodside's managing director John Akehurst said: "The Chinguetti 4-3 results have increased our optimism 
with respect to this emerging hydrocarbon province." Alan Stein, the chief executive of partner Fusion Oil and 
Gas, agreed: "This is starting to show the potential, there could be many, many more discoveries in this 
region." 


Bringing the two fields into production will pose a variety of challenges as they lie in a varied topographical 
area. The Chinguetti field is located in a mixed shallow and deepwater area, so a floating production, storage 
and offloading (FPSO) vessel is likely to be employed for at least the deepwater section. Banda lies in around 
300 metres of water. 


Woodside Mauritania operates the two production sharing contracts (PSCs) with 35% equity. Its partners on 
Block A are Agip Mauritania, with a 35% stake, Hardman Resources (24.3 %), Fusion Oil and Gas NL (3%) 
and Roc Oil (Mauritania) (2.7%). On Block B, the three companies hold slightly altered equity: Hardman 
(21.6%), Fusion (6%), and Roc Oil (2.4%), while the same companies also hold the PSC on Block C. 


The results of follow-up exploration work on the two fields have been mixed but the latest estimates from 
Woodside and the government of Mauritania indicate that the Chinguetti and Banda fields may both contain 
reserves of around 100m barrels, although further appraisal work will be required. Such fields would be fairly 
moderate discoveries in the context of major African oil powers, such as Nigeria, and a drop in the ocean for 
much of the Middle East. But for a non-oil producer with a small population such finds could make a massive 
difference. 


However, the area remains relatively unknown and more substantial reserves could exist. A further 3D 
seismic survey is being undertaken, while the Transocean drill ship Deepwater Discovery has been hired to 
drill more wells as part of an exploration programme, agreed with the Mauritanian government. 


Elsewhere, Dana has sold a 32% stake in its Block 1 PSC to South African company Energy Africa, trading 
as Energy Africa Mauritania, although it remains the main operator with 48%, while Roc Oil (2%) and 
Hardman Resources (18%) retain their original equity. The group have revealed that 2D seismic data 
contains several positive leads and a new 3D survey should lead to potential drilling sites by the end of 2003. 


Analysing the economy as a whole, it is likely Mauritania can break through the 5% GDP growth rate required 
to make a real impact in tackling poverty and raising living standards. The provision of technical assistance 
through programmes backed by the key donor institutions would make this eventuality much more likely. If an 
oil industry can be developed on the back of already strong economic performance, the offshore wealth could 
revolutionise the economy and the lives of many ordinary Mauritanians. But it is to be hoped that the 
government does not decide to put all its eggs in one oil basket, a trap that so frequently ensnares new oil 
producers. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 1 (AFP) - Mauritanian police have arrested three leaders of the west African country's 
Baathist movement, close to the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, one of the political parties 
concerned said Thursday. 


On Wednesday night, police went to the headquarters of the National Renaissance Party and arrested PRN 
Secretary General Mohamed Abdallahi ould Eya and party communications chief Mohamed El Kory ould El 
Arbi. 


Senior PRN official Mohamed Radi ould Nahah told AFP that police also arrested a former government 
minister, Khattry ould Taleb Jiddou, during the night in a raid on his home. 


Jiddou was former secretary general of the dissolved National Avant-Garde Party (PNA), an Arab nationalist 
movement like the PRN, which is not recognised by the state. 


During the first Gulf war in 1991, the Mauritanian government backed Iraq, but in 1999, President Maaouya — 
Ould Sid Ahmed Taya's administration established diplomatic ties with Israel and broke off its relations with 
Baghdad. 


Police would give no reason for Wednesday's arrests, Nahah said. 


Late in the night the police went back to the PRN offices and "seized all the documents," he added, 
condemning the "arbitary arrests". 


The PNA was dissolved in 1999, while police last year shut down PRN offices. 


PRN activists have demonstrated against the UN sanctions imposed on Iraq and this year, with the US-British 
attack to oust Saddam, they have held rallies against the "forces of aggression and occupation" in Iraq. 


str-hts/nb/kdz 
Mauritania-politics-lraq 


Document AFPRO000020030501dz51005my 





Mauritanian police arrest six Baathist leaders [Corrected 05/01/03] 


321 words 

1 May 2003 

Agence France-Presse 

AFPR 

English 

Copyright (c) 2003 Bell & Howell Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 

NOUAKCHOTT, May 1 (AFP) - Mauritanian police have arrested three leaders of the west African country's 
Baathist movement, close to the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, one of the country's political 
parties said Thursday. 


On Wednesday night, police went to the headquarters of the National Renaissance Party (PRN) and arrested 
PRN Secretary General Mohamed Abdallahi ould Eya and party communications chief Mohamed El Kory 
ould El Arbi. 


On Thursday, police also detained PRN deputy secretary general Mohamed Radi ould Nahah, who had 
earlier informed AFP of the overnight arrests, as well as party members Ahmed ould Oubeid and Ahmedou 
ould Brahim. 


Before his arrest at around 11:00 am (1100 GMT), Nanah said that police also arrested a former government 
minister, Khattry ould Taleb Jiddou, during the night in a raid on his home. 


Jiddou was former secretary general of the dissolved National Avant-Garde Party (PNA), an Arab nationalist 
movement like the PRN, which is not recognised by the state. 


Police confirmed the six arrests, which were announced by members of the executive committee of the PRN. 
A police source said the detainees were accused of "illegal activities" but gave no details. 


During the first Gulf war in 1991, the Mauritanian government backed Iraq, but in 1999, President Maaouya — 
Ould Sid Ahmed Taya's administration established diplomatic ties with Israel and broke off its relations with 
Baghdad. 


Late in the night, according to Nanah, the police went back to the PRN offices and "seized all the 
documents," condemning the "arbitary arrests". 


The PNA was dissolved in 1999, while police last year shut down PRN offices. 


PRN activists have demonstrated against the UN sanctions imposed on Iraq and this year, with the US-British 
attack to oust Saddam, they have held rallies against the "forces of aggression and occupation" in Iraq. 
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Mauritania, which has maintained a low international profile for several decades, has hit the headlines thanks 
to the discovery of offshore oil reserves. But too many observers seem to be deciding how to spend the 
potential bounty before it has been guaranteed. The government of Mauritania would do well to keep its eye 
on broader economic policy, for although levels of growth are on the rise, two major problems have appeared 
on the horizon. Government revenues are dominated by income from the country's iron ore and fishing 
industries but both are currently fraught with difficulties--the low iron ore price threatens the pace of growth, 
while increased numbers of foreign fishing vessels are threatening domestic hauls. 


Although external debt stands at a massive 270% of GDP, the government has maintained tight fiscal policy 
under IMF and World Bank guidance. The managing director of the IMF, Horst Kohler, held talks with 
President iaabiea Oud Sanaa in the capital city of Nouakchott in October 2002. Kohler praised 
the government's success in keeping the economy under control. Inflation has been kept down, at around 


3%, and the level of foreign reserves is rising, while the Minister of Finance, Beijel Ould Houmeit, says 
Mauritania's GDP grew by 4.2% in 2002. This is line with average increases of 4.5% over the past decade. 


The country's most recent IMF poverty reduction and growth facility (PRGF) expired at the end of 2002 and, 
according to IMF deputy managing director Eduardo Aninat, the PRGF has played a major role in 
Mauritania's economic success. The IMF and World Bank have both been quick to praise improvements in 
state administration, with more efficient and simplified revenue collection systems contributing to a 9% rise in 
state revenues in 2002. 


A new PRGF is planned for the period 2003-05, while the country is to receive support under the enhanced 
heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative this year. The country is to receive debt service relief of 
$1.1bn in total, allowing increased health, education and other social spending. Mauritania is only the sixth 
country to qualify for full HIPC support, highlighting its success in abiding by IMF recommendations. 


Despite its recent economic success, poverty levels remain high and at least a third of the population of 2.7m 
are affected by the country's worst drought in over a decade. The government has been criticised for delays 
in providing support for the south of the country. Meanwhile, Nouakchott is reputed to be Africa's fastest 
growing city, indicating the extent of urbanisation in this extremely arid land, where many lack adequate food, 
water and shelter. 


A World Trade Organisation (WTO) report in the second half of 2002 stated that while the country's economic 
liberalisation programme was proceeding well, sustained technical assistance was required if Mauritania was 
to benefit from economic globalisation. However, the report complimented the government on its efforts to 
create a solid legislative and regulatory framework, to stabilise the economy and to remove unnecessary 
barriers to international trade. The government is keen to pursue its privatisation programme, with power 
company Somelec at the top of the list. Moroccan power company Office National de I'Electricite (ONE) failed 
in its attempt to take over the parastatal during 2002. 


POTENTIAL FOR OIL 


While economic reform may make a real difference in the long run, Mauritania's offshore resources could 
provide a huge medium term boost. Hopes of oil discoveries began to surface when the similarities between 
the geology of the oil rich Gulf of Guinea and offshore Mauritania were first noticed. Once technical advances 
in deepwater production techniques finally made production offshore of the Saharan state economically 
viable, oil companies began to take a calculated risk and invest in acreage. Deepwater production costs have 
subsequently fallen from around $12 a barrel to $5 a barrel over the past decade and continuing to decrease. 


The first entrants were led by British company Dana Petroleum in 1998 and included Hardman, Woodside 
Petroleum and British Borneo Oil and Gas. The local subsidiary of Australian firm Woodside, Woodside 
Mauritania Pty, made the first major find--the Chinguetti field--on its Block A licence in 2001, prompting the 
company to commit more resources to the area. This resulted in the discovery of the Banda field on Block B 
in the same reservoir and system. 


The Chinguetti 4-3 well, around 20km to the east of the original Chinguetti find, revealed mainly natural gas. 
Woodside's managing director John Akehurst said: "The Chinguetti 4-3 results have increased our optimism 
with respect to this emerging hydrocarbon province." Alan Stein, the chief executive of partner Fusion Oil and 
Gas, agreed: "This is starting to show the potential, there could be many, many more discoveries in this 
region." 


Bringing the two fields into production will pose a variety of challenges as they lie in a varied topographical 
area. The Chinguetti field is located in a mixed shallow and deepwater area, so a floating production, storage 
and offloading (FPSO) vessel is likely to be employed for at least the deepwater section. Banda lies in around 
300 metres of water. 


Woodside Mauritania operates the two production sharing contracts (PSCs) with 35% equity. Its partners on 
Block A are Agip Mauritania, with a 35% stake, Hardman Resources (24.3 %), Fusion Oil and Gas NL (3%) 
and Roc Oil (Mauritania) (2.7%). On Block B, the three companies hold slightly altered equity: Hardman 
(21.6%), Fusion (6%), and Roc Oil (2.4%), while the same companies also hold the PSC on Block C. 


The results of follow-up exploration work on the two fields have been mixed but the latest estimates from 
Woodside and the government of Mauritania indicate that the Chinguetti and Banda fields may both contain 
reserves of around 100m barrels, although further appraisal work will be required. Such fields would be fairly 
moderate discoveries in the context of major African oil powers, such as Nigeria, and a drop in the ocean for 
much of the Middle East. But for a non-oil producer with a small population such finds could make a massive 
difference. 


However, the area remains relatively unknown and more substantial reserves could exist. A further 3D 
seismic survey is being undertaken, while the Transocean drill ship Deepwater Discovery has been hired to 
drill more wells as part of an exploration programme, agreed with the Mauritanian government. 


Elsewhere, Dana has sold a 32% stake in its Block 1 PSC to South African company Energy Africa, trading 
as Energy Africa Mauritania, although it remains the main operator with 48%, while Roc Oil (2%) and 
Hardman Resources (18%) retain their original equity. The group have revealed that 2D seismic data 
contains several positive leads and a new 3D survey should lead to potential drilling sites by the end of 2003. 


Analysing the economy as a whole, it is likely Mauritania can break through the 5% GDP growth rate required 
to make a real impact in tackling poverty and raising living standards. The provision of technical assistance 
through programmes backed by the key donor institutions would make this eventuality much more likely. If an 
oil industry can be developed on the back of already strong economic performance, the offshore wealth could 
revolutionise the economy and the lives of many ordinary Mauritanians. But it is to be hoped that the 
government does not decide to put all its eggs in one oil basket, a trap that so frequently ensnares new oil 
producers. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 2 (AFP) - Mauritanian police have pursued a crackdown on members of the west 
African country's Baathist party, with 14 of its activists in detention on Friday, a party official said. 


The police also picked up a former government minister, Khattry ould Taleb Jiddou, who had been 
secretary-general of the dissolved National Avant-Garde Party (PAGN), considered close to the toppled 
Baathist regime in Iraq. 


The arrests began overnight Wednesday when police went to the offices of the National Renaissance Party 
(PRN), arresting PRN Secretary General Mohamed Abdallahi ould Eya and communications chief Mohamed 
El Kory ould El Arbi. 


On Thursday, police detained PRN deputy secretary general Mohamed Radi ould Nahah, as well as party 
members Ahmed ould Oubeid and Anmedou ould Brahim. Nine more PRN activists were arrested on 
Thursday night, a party official told AFP. 


The PRN headquarters in the capital Nouakchott was on friday shut down by police and access was barred to 
party officials and members, an AFP correspondent reported. 


‘s administration, and Jiddou's PAGN had committed "illegal political activities violating the 
Mauritanian constitution and legislation on political parties". 


A aaa source said that both the PRN, which is not recognised by President President Maaouya Ould Sid — 


The detained members of the two Arab nationalist movements "face between two and three years in prison" if 
they are convicted of an offense under the law on parties, a judicial source told AFP. 


During the first Gulf war in 1991, the Mauritanian government backed Iraq, but in 1999, the largely desert 
nation on Africa's Atlantic coast established diplomatic ties with Israel and broke off its relations with 
Baghdad. The PNA was dissolved the same year. 


Before Nanah was arrested on Thursday, he told AFP that police had been back to the PRN offices and 
"seized all the documents". 


PRN activists have demonstrated against the UN sanctions imposed on Iraq and this year, with the US-British 
attack to oust Saddam, they have held rallies against the "forces of aggression and occupation” in Iraq. 
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Police have arrested six leaders of Mauritania's Ba'athist movement, which was close to the toppled Ba'athist 
regime of former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein, for unspecified ‘illegal activities’. National Renaissance 
Party (PRN) Secretary-General Mohamed Abdallahi Ould Eya and party communications chief Mohamed El 
Kory Ould El Arbi were arrested on Wednesday (30 April), while PRN Deputy Secretary-General Mohamed 
Radi ould Nahah and two other party members were detained yesterday (1 May). Khattry ould Taleb Jiddou, 
a former government minister and secretary-general of the dissolved Arab nationalist National Avant-Garde 
Party (PNA), was also arrested. The government of President Maaouya OuldSid Ahmed Taya backed Iraq 
during the Gulf War (1991), but established diplomatic ties with Israel in 1999 and consequently cut ties with 
Baghdad. The PRN was dissolved in 1999 and police shut down the party's offices last year. 


Its activists had protested against the UN sanctions on Iraq and the US-led attack on the country. 
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COUNTRY VIEW 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


OVERVIEW: The opposition is attempting to gain public support ahead of the presidential election, scheduled 
for December 2003. Attempts to diversify the economy will be limited, constraining real GDP growth in 2003 
to 5%. Tight monetary policy will lower the average inflation rate to 4.5% in 2003 and 4% in 2004. 


DOMESTIC POLITICS: The war in Iraq has generated domestic political tensions, as the opposition attempts 
to gain public support ahead of the presidential election, scheduled for December 2003. Although the 
president, Maaouya Ould Sid"Ahmed Taya, remains silent on the issue, some members of his ruling Parti 
republicain democratique et social (PRDS) will criticise the US military intervention in an attempt to limit the 
advantage to the opposition of attacking the US. As the election nears, the PRDS is likely to co-opt some 


minor opposition figures into its ranks. We expect Mr Ould Taya to win the presidential election, securing a 
second six-year, term. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: The government will continue to tread an oblique path with donors and Arab 
states. Despite continuous pressure from Arab states, the government will maintain diplomatic relations with 
Israel and will use guarded rhetoric to comment on the Iraq war in order to maintain friendly relations with the 
US. Mr Ould Taya's strong record of economic reform will increase his country"s chances of qualifying for the 
US"s Millennium Challenge Account, a new supplementary aid facility for developing countries identified as 
proven good performers. 


POLICY TRENDS: Attempts to diversify the economy (and thus the export base) have been limited and will 
continue to be so, even though the poverty reduction strategy paper published in 2000 proposed the 
development of agriculture and tourism. Economic policies for reducing poverty, supported by IMF and World 
Bank, will continue in 2003-04, but will be only partly successful. 


ECONOMIC GROWTH: Recent official estimates indicate that real GDP grew by 4.2% in 2002--significantly 
lower than the official target of 5.1%. But agricultural production is expected to rebound as normal weather 

returns. Several donor-funded infrastructure projects will boost activity in the construction sector. Economic 
growth is expected to reach 5.5% in 2004 as the resumption of growth in the EU increases demand for iron 

ore. 


INFLATION: The currency is expected to depreciate against the euro (the EU is Mauritania's largest trading 
partner) throughout 2003-4, which will introduce cost-push pressures into the economy. This and high food 
prices will be the main inflationary strains. However, tight monetary policy will help to control credit to the 
private sector and thus consumer prices. We expect the inflation rate to fall to an average 4.5% in 2003 and 
to 4% in 2004 as food production normalises. 


EXCHANGE RATES: The ouguiya is forecast to fall to UM313:US$1 in 2003 and UM332:US$1 in 2004. 
Following the introduction of a unified foreign- exchange market in which all banks and foreign-exchange 
bureaux participate, the government will move towards implementing a fully market- determined exchange 
rate. 


EXTERNAL SECTOR: Mauritania"s current-account deficit (including grants) is forecast to widen to 3.5% of 
GDP in 2003, largely owing to increased food imports. The deficit will narrow to 1% of GDP in 2004 as normal 
weather resumes and exports increase. Two commodities--iron ore and fish-- will account for around 99% of 
exports. Exports are expected to remain stagnant in 2003 since demand in the EU is expected to be 
depressed. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 11 (AFP) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya was nominated to 


run for a third term in office in a poll set for November, his party spokesman said Sunday. 


The Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS), led by Ould Taya, appointed the incumbent president 
as its candidate to contest the first round of the election on November 7. 


The decision was taken at the end of an extraordinary congress that lasted three days. 


Taya has ruled Mauritania since 1984 when he took power in a coup. He was elected president in a 
multi-party poll in 1992 and was re-elected in 1997. The leader will now run for a third six-year mandate. 


Ould Taya won the last election in the first round after the vote was boycotted by the radical opposition party. 


Moulaye El Hassan Ould Jiyid, head of the small Mauritanian Party for Renewal and Agreement (PMRC) has 
also announced his intention to stand in the presidential vote. 
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A party spokesman said yesterday (11 May) that the Democratic and Social Republican Party had nominated 
President TacE CI SEAI ERTS to run for a third term in presidential elections to be held later this 
year. Taya has ruled the country since 1984, when he took power in a coup. In 1992, he was elected 
president in a multi-party poll and was re-elected for another six-year mandate in 1997. Moulaye El Hassan 
Ould Jiyid, head of the small Mauritanian Party for Renewal and Agreement, has also announced his 
candidacy. Officials said last month that presidential elections would be held on 7 November (see Mauritania: 


29 April 2003: Date Set for Presidential Poll in Mauritania). 
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A minor government reshuffle involving the Economic Affairs and Communications ministries was carried out 
yesterday (13 May) due to strained relations between President Ould Taya and Arab nationalists since the 
ousting from power of the Iraqi Ba'ath party. Outgoing Communications Minister Cheyakh Ould Ely, whose 
portfolio has been handed to Hamoud Ould Mohammed, is thought to have been replaced due to his Arab 
nationalist 'connections'. More than 14 Ba'ath party activists are currently in detention following a police 
crackdown on the party, which was considered close to the toppled regime of Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein (see Mauritania: 2 May 2003: Police Arrest Ba'athist Leaders in Mauritania). The appointment of new 
Minister for Economic and Development Affairs Abdallah ould Cheikh Sidia is believed to come in the context 


of forthcoming presidential elections. The Democratic and Social Republican Party has nominated President 
MaaouyaOuld Sid Ahmed Taya to run fora third term. 


Taya has ruled the country since 1984, when he took power in a coup. 
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* 7 November 2003 - Parliamentary Election. 
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Mauritania's president is fully in control of the capital and citizens should remain calm, state radio monitored 
by the BBC announced on Sunday. 


ae Ou in the northwest African country on Sunday in an apparent attempt to overthrow President 


The sound of heavy gunfire continued. 


A column of smoke rose above the office of President Maaouya as his forces battled dissidents equipped with 
armoured vehicles. 


It was the most serious threat he has faced since taking power in a 1984 coup. Residents said they believed 
the uprising had been staged by young Islamist officers from an armoured unit and the air force. 


Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the US-led war on Iraq. 


The government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. 
Police sources said they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at President Maaouya's longstanding ties with Israel, which are 
as close as those of any Arab leader. 


In 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations. 


Mauritania has also long been prey to its ethnic division. About 30 percent of the population is black and the 
rest are either of Arab or mixed descent. 


The former French colony of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and 
fishing, but there have been recent discoveries of offshore oil reserves. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP)--Fighting erupted Sunday in the capital of the Arab-dominated west African 
nation of Mauritania in an apparent coup attempt against the country's pro-West leader, broadcast reports 
said. 


ae hance coup attempt follows a crackdown on alleged Islamic extremists by President Maaouya Ould © 
The Mideast's al-Jazeera and al-Arabiya TV reported clashes and tank cannon fire around the presidential 
palace in what they described as a failed coup attempt. 


Relative calm returned after about two hours of fighting, the state-run news agency in neighboring Morocco 
reported. 


It blamed the alleged coup attempt on armored units within Mauritania's military. 


Telephones lines were out to the Sahara Desert nation Sunday morning, and it wasn't immediately possible to 
learn more. 


Mauritania's government has cracked down on Islamic activists since the U.S.-led Iraq war, initially to try to 
prevent any Islamic shows of support for Iraq. Dozens of Islamic leaders were arrested last month for 
allegedly using mosques to recruit young men as fighters. 


Mauritania's Arab-led government has tried to balance a strongly Islamic nation with West-ward looking 
foreign policy. 


Mauritania is one of only three Arab nations to hold diplomatic relations with Israel. 
President Maaouya Sid'Ahmed Ould Taya's whereabouts weren't immediately known. 


Residents reached by telephone in the capital, Nouakchott, said they began hearing explosions at around 2 
a.m. local time (0200 GMT). 


Al-Jazeera reported heavy clashes near the palace and state radio station, which was off the air. 
Reinforcements were seen headed in that direction, but it wasn't immediately clear to which side they 
belonged, the station reported. 


Relative calm returned after about two hours of fighting, the state-run news agency in neighboring Morocco 
reported. But residents said they continued to hear gunfire and see tanks through the morning. 


"| have decided to lock everyone inside, all members of my family, because we are too scared to go out," said 
one man, too afraid to give his name. "We are hearing gunshots at this very moment." 


Abu Ahmed, a government official who spoke to Al-Jazeera by phone from Nouakchott, acknowledged rebels 
held some places in the city, but insisted they weren't strategic points. 


Government officials in the Sahara Desert nation couldn't immediately be reached for further comment. 


Midafternoon local time Sunday, Arab TV channel Al-Jazeera reported that forces leading the coup had 
occupied Ould Taya's presidential palace. 


08-06-03 1455GMT 
A senior government official later said the authorities had the situation under control. 


"There are some small groups fighting in parts of the city, but it is just a question of time," until order is 
restored, the official told The Associated Press on condition of anonymity. 


Staff at a city hospital said they had treated 10 people for gunshot wounds. They didn't specify whether the 
victims were civilians or combatants. 


State radio and television remained off the air, and the international airport was closed. 


In neighboring Morocco, the state-run news agency said the coup attempt was the work of armored units 
within Mauritania's military. 


Al-Jazeera said it appeared to be led by officers recently dismissed from the army and others angry about the 
government's campaign against Islamic extremism. 


Ould Taya himself came to power in a 1984 military coup. He was confirmed as president in 1992 and 1997 
elections that were widely viewed as flawed. 


Mauritania, a Sahara Desert country of 2.5 million people, is among the world's 30 poorest nations. 
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GAZA - Three Palestinian militant groups combined for a rare 
joint attack that killed four Israeli soldiers, defying peace 
vows made by Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas at a 
Middle East summit. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, also facing resistance 
to his acceptance of a new U.S.-backed "road map" to peace, was 
jeered by nationalists during a speech on the plan to a 
gathering of his right-wing Likud party. 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said the 
attack must not be allowed to wreck President George W. Bush's 
road map for peace in the Middle East. 














BAGHDAD - United Nations experts surveyed a looted storage 
facility at Iraq's main nuclear site under the watchful eyes of 
the U.S. military, which has placed tight limits on their 
activities in Iraq. 





WASHINGTON - Senior Bush administration officials rejected 
accusations they exaggerated threats posed by Irag's weapons, 
calling the charges "outrageous" and the results of "revisionist 
history." 

NOUAKCHOTT - Street battles raged through Mauritania's 
capital and residents said rebel troops stormed the presidential 
palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has 
cracked down on Islamists. 

Mutineers roamed Nouakchott's centre, but gunfire continued 
and it was far from clear they had overall control in the 
northwest African country's worst crisis since President 


MaaouyaOulld Sid Aimed (Taya took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. 


WARSAW - Poles voted overwhelmingly to join the European 
Union in a weekend referendum, with turnout easily clearing the 
50 percent needed to make the vote valid, a snap television exit 
poll showed. 

The projections, if confirmed by official results, mean that 
Poland will finally lay to rest its communist past and join the 
EU in May 2004. Poland is the largest of 10 mostly eastern 
European countries invited to join the bloc. 




















TEHRAN - Iran said its nuclear capabilities, branded a 
threat to peace by Washington, were a source of power and pride 
which the Islamic Republic would not be pressured into giving 
up. Since its swift victory in Iraq, the United States has 
turned up the heat on its old foe Iran, which it accuses of 
harbouring fugitive al Qaeda members, backing terrorism and 
trying to develop nuclear weapons. 








MONROVIA - Rebels struck back into Liberia's terrified 
capital Monrovia, sending tens of thousands fleeing for their 





lives as they gave President Charles Taylor 72 hours to step 
down. 

YANGON - A U.N. envoy seeking the release of pro-democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, whose renewed detention has alarmed 
world leaders, could leave Myanmar on Monday without seeing her, 
a source close to th nvoy said. 








QUETTA, Pakistan - At least 11 police recruits were killed 
and nine others wounded when gunmen on motorcycles raked their 
vehicle with gunfire in the southwestern Pakistani city of 
Quetta, police said. 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. - Bad weather forced NASA to postpone 
the launch of its latest mission to Mars by at least a day as 
gathering thunderclouds threatened the safety of the afternoon 
la tioft, 




















RIJEKA, Croatia - Pope John Paul spoke of his own death as 
he neared th nd of a visit to Croatia, the 100th foreign trip 
of his papacy. Visiting a sanctuary in the Croatian port city of 
Rijeka, the pope announced in unprepared remarks that he was 
leaving behind a gold rosary and added: "I hope that you will 
pray for me during my life and after my death." 
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ABIDJAN, June 8 (Reuters) - Heavy gunfire erupted early on Sunday around the presidency and army 
headquarters in the capital of the northwest African country of Mauritania, witnesses said. 


Residents contacted by phone from Abidjan said they believed an attempt was in progress to seize power 
from President Sa Oana Ste RRSSTAS, who first took power in a coup himself before winning 
elections in 1997. 
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ABIDJAN, June 8 (Reuters) - Heavy gunfire erupted early on Sunday around the presidency and army 
headquarters in the capital of the northwest African country of Mauritania, witnesses said. 


Residents contacted by phone from Abidjan said they believed an attempt was in progress to seize power 
from President RSA OUI SIe ANSATAS, who first took power in a coup himself before winning 
elections in 1997. 


"The shooting is getting heavier and heavier, it is very close to the presidency and army headquarters. The 
radio has been cut off so we do not know what is happening," said one woman living near the presidency in 
Nouakchott. 


Taya has kept a firm grip on power, but human rights groups have frequently complained the government's 
methods are heavy-handed. 


A number of Islamists have been detained recently as well as some politicians sympathetic to toppled Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. Many Mauritanians have been unhappy with Mauritania's ties to Israel, as strong as 
those of any Arab country. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Heavy gunfire erupted early on Sunday around the presidency in the 


largely Muslim northwest African country of Mauritania in what appeared to be an attempted coup, witnesses 
said. 


Nouakchott of President ‘Ahmed Taya, an army colonel who took power in 1984 and then 
went on to win elections. 


The sound of heavy on and small arms fire broke out around 1.45 a.m. (0045 GMT) near the office in 


Sources close to the president of the largely desert and potentially oil-rich state said he was in a safe place, 
but could say nothing more. 


"It seems as though there is a part of the army that has rebelled," said one resident near Taya's office. 


Others said that the sound of gunfire intensified through the night. State radio and television were silent, but 
would not normally have begun broadcasts until around 6 a.m (0500 GMT). 


Straddling black and Arab Africa, Mauritania is continually prey to ethnic tensions. There is also widespread 
unpopularity of the president's relations with Israel, which are as close as those of any Arab country. 


Taya, who has been expected to stand again in presidential elections due later this year, has kept a tight grip 
on power. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


A number of Islamist leaders have been detained recently as well as politicians sympathetic to toppled Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. Mauritania backed Saddam during the first Gulf War, but made little show of support 
when he was ousted this year. 


Most of Mauritania is in the Sahara desert, whose dunes sweep up to the Atlantic ocean and into the coastal 
capital itself. 


The former French colony of fewer than three million supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but 
the recent discovery of offshore oil reserves have raised the prospect of much bigger riches. 


About 30 percent of the population are black Africans. The rest are of Arab extraction or mixed race. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Street battles surged through Mauritania's capital on Sunday and 
residents said rebel troops stormed the presidential palace in a coup attempt against a pro-Israel leader who 
has cracked down on Islamists. 


Uncertainty hung over the fate of the northwest African country's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, 


facing the worst crisis since he took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. 


Residents said the rebels entered the presidential palace in Nouakchott after guards, telling neighbours they 
could no longer hold out, fled. French officials formally denied reports that Taya was hiding at the former 
colonial power's embassy. 


There were no further broadcasts from state radio after a late morning announcement that the president was 
in control of the Sahara desert state, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by officers from an armoured unit and the air 
force. Two burned out tanks stood near the presidency. 


"Sometimes the shooting stops for a while, but then we hear explosions again and again. It is terrible," said 
one woman living a few hundred metres (yards) from the palace. 


Hospitals struggled to cope with scores of wounded. Medical workers said they could not tell how many had 
been killed. 


Hundreds of prisoners took advantage of the chaos to escape. Looters carted bags of money and parcels 
from the post office. 


Some families living in the centre tried to flee to the outskirts, particularly after unconfirmed reports spread 
that Taya's loyalists had been rallied by elite units and were heading back to do battle. 


Arabic al-Jazeera television said loyalist troops had deployed to the centre, but rebels remained in the palace. 
It quoted sources close to the authorities saying Taya was safe. 


ISLAMISTS TARGETED 


Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the U.S.-led war on Iraq. The 
government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Taya's longstanding ties with Israel, which are as close as 
those of any Arab leader. In 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full 
diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say that the 
Israelis also provide discrete assistance with security. 


Mauritania has also long been prey to its ethnic division. About 30 percent of the population is black and the 
rest are either of Arab or mixed descent. 


Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later this 
year. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


The country of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but there 
have been recent discoveries of offshore oil reserves. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Heavy gunfire erupted in Mauritania's capital on Sunday in an apparent 
coup attempt against the northwest African country's president. 


Following are some key facts about Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 
* Almost all Mauritania's 2.9 million people are Muslims and it is officially an Islamic Republic. 


* Most of Mauritania is desert. It is almost twice as big as former colonial power France, but has little more 
than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


* Light-skinned Moors have dominated government since independence in 1960. Black Africans make up 
about one third of the population. 


* Slavery was Officially banned in 1981, but human rights groups say some forms persist. 


* President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has ruled since a 1984 coup. He won elections in 1992 and 


1997 and has been expected to stand for re-election this year. 
* The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party holds just over half the seats in the National Assembly. 
* During the 1991 Gulf War, Mauritania supported Iraq, but then rebuilt ties with rich Gulf Arab nations. 


* Mauritania did not openly back the U.S. war to remove Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, but did not denounce 
it either. 


* Mauritania became only the third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999 
despite widespread popular opposition. 


* Main products are fish, livestock and iron ore, but oil reserves discovered offshore promise to revolutionise 
the economy. 


* Ethnic Imragen fishermen catch fish in the warm shallows of the Atlantic with the help of dolphins. 
* Aid agencies have warned of possible famine in some areas after years of inadequate rainfall. 
* Average life expectancy at birth is 52 years. 
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NOUAKCHOTT - Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel 
president who has cracked down on Islamists, and residents said rebel soldiers had entered his office. 


Heavy gunfire continued around the city centre as a column of smoke rose into the sky above the presidency. 
It was the most serious threat President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has faced since taking power in a 
1984 coup. 


TEMA, Ghana - Liberian rebels said they were giving President Charles Taylor a 72-hour ultimatum, urging 
him to step down or face the consequences. 


MONROVIA - Rebels punched back into Liberia's frightened capital Monrovia in a see-saw battle that has set 
tens of thousands fleeing for their lives in the coastal West African city. Refugees said rebel Liberians United 
for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) advanced under heavy fire to recapture the key Saint Paul river 
bridge, just hours after the defence minister had vowed to root out pockets of resistance. 


BUNIA, Congo - There is a small kiosk on the main crossroads in the eastern Congo town of Bunia, 
belonging to a man named Lems. "Chez Lems", he has painted across the front. "You can never know the 
future." 


It was an apt motto for this shattered town a day after fresh militia fighting dampened peace hopes lifted by 
the arrival of troops from a French-led rapid reaction force. 


HARARE - Zimbabwe's main opposition threatened to renew mass protests against President Robert 
Mugabe's government unless police release the party's leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, being held on treason 
charges. 


ALGIERS - Algeria said it was not negotiating with armed rebels holding 15 European tourists hostage in the 
Sahara desert but reiterated that the kidnappers were surrounded. 


"There are no contacts, no negotiations," Foreign Minister Abdelaziz Belkhadem said. "The kidnappers are 
surrounded." 


JOHANNESBURG - A South African witch doctor's medicine recipes landed him in trouble with the law when 
police found him using human bones he had dug up from graves to treat mental illness. 
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LONDON, June 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president is fully in control of the capital and citizens should remain 
calm, state radio monitored by the BBC announced on Sunday. 


Fighting erupted in the northwest African country early on Sunday in an apparent attempt to overthrow 
President RaNenGRIOUIESHY . The sound of heavy gunfire continued. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Rebel soldiers entered the presidency in Mauritania's capital on Sunday 
after troops loyal to President fled, residents said. 


"The (loyalist) soldiers told us they could not hold out any longer,” said one resident a few hundred metres 
(yards) from the presidency in Nouakchott. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Rebels entered the presidency in Mauritania's capital on Sunday after 
troops loyal to President ‘Ahmed Taya fled, residents said. 


Street battles have been raging through the city on Sunday in an apparent coup attempt against Taya, the 
pro-Israel Arab leader of the northwest African country, which recently launched a crackdown on Islamists. 


"The (loyalist) soldiers told us they could not hold out any longer," said one resident a few hundred metres 
from the presidency in Nouakchott. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by young Islamist officers from an armoured unit 
and the air force. 


Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the U.S.-led war on Iraq. The 
government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Taya's longstanding ties with Israel, which are as close as 
those of any Arab leader. 
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TOP STORIES 





GAZA - Three Palestinian militant groups banded together for a rare joint attack that killed four Israeli soldiers 
on Sunday, in defiance of peace pledges Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas made at a Middle East 
summit. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Rebel soldiers entered the presidency in Mauritania's capital on Sunday after troops loyal to 
President ; fled, residents said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital on Sunday in an apparent coup attempt 
against the pro-Israel Arab leader of the northwest African country, which recently launched a crackdown on 
Islamists. 


MONROVIA - Rebels punched back into Liberia's frightened capital Monrovia on Sunday in a see-saw battle 
that has set tens of thousands fleeing for their lives in the coastal West African city. 


WARSAW - Poles began the second and last day of voting on Sunday in a referendum on joining the 
European Union, after a low turnout on day one threatened to render the ballot invalid. 


YANGON - A U.N. envoy visiting Myanmar to secure the release of Aung Saan Suu Kyi will meet the head of 
the ruling junta on Monday, an aide to the envoy said, in what may be a final bid to see the detained Nobel 
laureate. 


TEHRAN - Iran said on Sunday its nuclear capabilities, branded a threat to peace by Washington, were a 
source of power and pride which the Islamic Republic would not be pressured into giving up. 


KABUL - Peacekeepers in Afghanistan said on Sunday they had received a warning before a suicide car 
bomber blew up a bus full of German troops in Kabul, killing four soldiers and wounding 31 in the biggest 
attack on the force to date. 


HARARE - Zimbabwe's main opposition on Sunday threatened to renew mass protests against President 
Robert Mugabe's government unless police release the party's leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, being held on 
treason charges. 


BAGHDAD - Baghdad's famed antiquities museum, ransacked by looters as Saddam Hussein's rule 


crumbled, will reopen next month after many of the treasures feared lost forever were found stashed in secret 
vaults around the city. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya, whose troops 
battled an apparent coup attempt on Sunday, has accepted little opposition to his weaving political course 
during 19 years of firm rule. 


Below are some key facts about the leader of the northwest African country, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa. 


* Like most Mauritanians, Taya is an observant Muslim. In the mid-1980s he stopped the sale of alcohol and 
made Arabic compulsory in schools. 


* He has shifted Mauritania away from the black African camp and withdrawn from the Economic Community 
of West African States. 


* But he has little sympathy for Islamist groups and dozens of their members have been arrested. 
* Taya is known as a prudent, austere man who almost never acts impulsively. 


* He has performed a stunning diplomatic about-turn over the past decade - shifting from support for former 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to becoming one of Israel's closest Arab allies. 


* Backing for Saddam was quietly dropped after the first Gulf War and he did not openly declare for either 
side in the U.S.-led war to overthrow him. 


* But ties with Israel sealed in 1999 have made Taya unpopular among Arabs at home and elsewhere in the 
Muslim world. 


* Taya was born in 1940 in Mauritania's northern Atar district into a family of the influential Smassides tribe. 


* He was one of the first Mauritanian officers to study at the prestigious French military academy in Saumur 
after independence in 1960. 


* He was a key participant in the coup which toppled Mauritania's first president, Moktar Ould Daddah, in 
1978. 


* Taya held several key posts, including prime minister and defence minister from 1981 until 1984, when he 
overthrew Lieutenant-Colonel Mohamed Khouna Haidalla in a bloodless coup. 


* He won elections in 1992 and 1997 as a civilian president and was due to stand for re-election later this 
year. Opponents boycotted the last poll, saying it would be rigged. 


* Taya promised to open up Mauritania's democracy and opposition parties made big gains in 2001 
parliament elections, but his ruling party still holds most assembly seats. 


* Despite his transformation into a civilian president, Taya retains his military bearing and a suitable 
moustache. 
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- Many servicemen and civilians were wounded in a coup attempt in Mauritania on Sunday. Sufferers are 
being admitted to Nouakchott hospitals, and shooting goes on. 


Radio Mauritania started working later than usual on Sunday and stopped the broadcast 45 minutes later. 
The radio director general read out an address of President Haaduya Ould’SidAbmied Taya to the nation. 
The president called for tranquility. 


Military sources said that the Mauritania television and radio had been under control of the rebels for some 
time. Yet the rebels made no statements by television or the radio. The rebels' identity and goals are still 
unknown. 


-0-yer. 
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- None of the Russian citizens was hurt in a military coup attempt in Mauritania on Sunday, Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Alexander Yakovenko told Itar-Tass. 


"The Russian embassy in Nouakchott keeps working as usual, yet security has been tightened," he said. 


"Tanks have surrounded the presidential palace in the Mauritanian capital, and fire exchanges are on in the 
city," Yakovenko said. "Television and the radio are idle, and the capital's airport is closed. The whereabouts 
of President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya are unknown." 


-0-yer. 
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Military movements and heavy artillery fighting were reported early Sunday in the Mauritanian president's 
palace in the capital city of Nouakchott. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya has been under pressure for the past few weeks following the 


detention of leading Islamists figures. Their trial opened last week, AllAfrica.com reported. Mauritania, a 
member of the Arab League, maintains full diplomatic relations with Israel. 


According government sources, the coup has failed. Additionally, witnesses added that a plane that had flown 
over the capital several times had drawn anti-aircraft fire. Shooting was also reported around the television 
broadcasting centres in the far northwest of the city. The president and his family were unharmed, the reports 
said. (Albawaba.com). 
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Military movements and heavy artillery fighting were reported early Sunday in the Mauritanian president's 
palace in the capital city of Nouakchott. 


Military movements and heavy artillery fighting were reported Sunday at the Mauritanian president's palace in 
the capital city of Nouakchott. 


Witnesses told Reuters that insurgents stormed into the president's palace. Earlier, government sources said 
the coup has failed. 


Additionally, witnesses added that a plane that had flown over the capital several times had drawn 
anti-aircraft fire. Shooting was also reported around the television broadcasting centres in the far northwest of 
the city. The president and his family were unharmed, the reports said. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya has been under pressure for the past few weeks following the 


detention of leading Islamists figures. Their trial opened last week, AllAfrica.com reported. Mauritania, a 
member of the Arab League, maintains full diplomatic relations with Israel, despite harsh criticism expressed 
by local opposition groups. 


Taya came to power in December 1984 through a coup. After a multi-party system was set up, he won the 
presidential election in 1992 and was re-elected in 1997. (Albawaba.com). 
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There are conflicting reports about who is in control of Nouakchott, the capital of Mauritania, in the wake of 
what the government is calling an apparent coup attempt. 


Witnesses told Reuters news agency that armed men had entered the presidential building Sunday in the 
capital following a day of fighting. 


However, state radio announced earlier Sunday that troops loyal to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 


Taya had put down an armed uprising. 


Reports said President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his family are safe. Eyewitnesses described 
intense firing early around the presidential palace, the armed forces headquarters and the city's television and 
radio stations. 


It is not clear who is behind the fighting against the government. Some news reports quoted government 
officials as saying young officers from an armoured unit and the airforce were involved. 


Anti-government sentiment has increased since the U.S.-led war against Iraq. Also, President Ould Taya has 
faced widespread opposition to its decision to establish diplomatic ties with Israel four years ago. 


Mauritania, officially an Islamic republic, became only the third Arab League state to open an embassy in 
Israel. 
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Mauritanian state radio says the situation is back to normal following an apparent coup attempt Sunday in 
Nouakchott, the capital. 


Reports say President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his family are safe. Eyewitnesses reported 
intense firing early Sunday around the presidential palace, the armed forces headquarters and the city's 
television and radio sations. 


Some news reports quoted government officials as saying young officers from an armoured unit and the 
airforce were involved. 


The reason for the violence is not immediately clear. However, the government has faced widespread 
opposition to its decision to establish diplomatic ties with Israel, four years ago. Mauritania, officially an 
Islamic republic, became only the third Arab League state to open an embassy in Jerusalem. 
Anti-government sentiment has increased since the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 


Mauritania also says it is determined to combat international terrorism. At least 32 Islamists were charged this 
month with threatening national security. Police said the men were suspected of links to a foreign network of 
Islamic extremists. 


Colonel Ould Taya came to power in the former French colony in late 1984 through a coup, then won 
multi-party presidential elections in 1992 and again five years later. Another presidential election is due on 
November 7. 
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Washington DC, Jun 07, 2003 (Embassy of Mauritania/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - The world is 
currently conducting a battle for the elimination of fanaticism and its hatred-fueling undercurrents, intolerance, 
totalitarianism and their corollaries of unacceptable violence. 


This struggle started well before September 11, 2001 although this horrific event, which chose the largest 
center of trade (and hence of peace) ever created by mankind, marked a turning point, summoning the United 
States, the industrialized countries of the world into taking account the risks that weigh on humanity. 


Mauritania, a Muslim, Arab, and African country had immediately expressed its unwavering solidarity in the 
face of these tragic events as well as its adhesion to the fight against the common, invisible yet omnipresent 
enemy: terrorism. 


Fully aware of the righteousness of the cause, Mauritania equally realizes that it is still, alas, the poorest 
countries, which have undertaken democratization reforms and are struggling to eradicate poverty, that are 
invariably the most vulnerable. On the one hand, the flow of financial resources of world terrorism constitutes 
a considerable bait for the impoverished populations. On the other, it is easy for world opinion to interpret any 
inclination to control or contain illegal actions as a deficit of democracy and a lack of respect for human rights. 


That being as it may, there are nowadays numerous examples of state failure or even quasi-disappearance of 
states due to terrorist shocks thus depriving innocent children from proper schooling opportunities, 
populations from looking after themselves, and indeed exposing men and women to hunger, thirst, chaos and 
violence. 


Fortunately, history is here to remind us that it is always better to prevent than to cure, and one should not 
shy away from danger or abdicate in its face. The aftermath of the recent terrorist attacks in Saudi Arabia, in 
Yemen, elsewhere, and in our sub-region in Morocco point out that there are lessons to be learned. 


Admittedly, our country had to face, notably in 1994 and 2000, terrorist attacks of this ilk and actions initiated 
by such extremist movements. These attempts were fortunately thwarted. 


Against the background of the war in Iraq and its aftermath, Islamic circles, steered and coordinated by 
imams, and supported by foreign hands were particularly active. Hoping to set date, their actions were 
rebellious and challenging to the peace, to the law and order. They were so, moreover, in a country where a 
tolerant Islam, respectful of humanity was always profoundly anchored in the life of all Mauritanians as an 
essential factor of their national unity. 


In their fight against the terrorism, the governmental authorities have demonstrated determination to enforce 
the respect of the constitution and the laws, and to prosecute those who by their action seek to contribute to 
the evil intentions of international terrorism. 


Certain suspect elements were, hence, recently detained. They are at present the object of an inquiry at the 
term of which, the innocent will be released and those whose guilt proven deferred for prosecution. 


Prime Minister Cheikh Elafia Ould Mohamed Khouna's important statement, delivered in the course of his visit 
to a center of knowledge in Nouackchott, fits this framework. In it he notably recalled the early setup in our 
country of a ministerial department entrusted with the eradication of illiteracy and the promotion of our 
traditional education.A task conducted in light of the dangers that ignorance and illiteracy represent for our 
citizens and for the future of the country. 


Similar governmental actions quickly and steadily followed suit at a pace accelerated in the direction of 
appreciation of human resources and the rise of the scientific and cultural level of the Mauritanian people. 


Education was therefore generalized, the educational system reformed, schooling made institutionally 
mandatory, and a vast campaign for knowledge organized to the benefit of the people. 


Mauritanian President, Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya's initiative in favor of the "promotion of the book and 


reading" came to crown this effort, which aims fundamentally, at strengthening democracy, freedom, and 
ensuring the equality of opportunity between all. 


Yet, paradoxically, at a time when Mauritania is living through this major development undertaking which 
concerns all aspects of life in a climate of hope, stability, and serenity, governed by the rule of law, danger 
sprang where it was least expected. Unexpectedly, it appeared under the guise of Islam. 


Lately, our country is witnessing peculiar behavior that is foreign to our people known for its tolerant ways in 
its commitment to preserve its values based on moderation, far from any extremism. 


This strange behavior took the form of a stream of invectives against our Ulemas (religious Scholars) and 
Imams, and the questioning of their dedication to their faith. This behavior also consisted in terrorizing these 
Ulemas, since they symbolize precisely the authentic reference to the concepts of our Holy religion. 


These schemes and this behavior are the work of extremist movements which refer to Islam, but who in 
reality act according to the orders that reach them from the outside. 


It is for these reasons that on no account the Mauritanian Government will allow any threat or blow to the 
safety of its citizens, their peace of mind and permanent values of the Nation. And it is precisely to the 
furtherance of education and the acquisition of knowledge that the President of the Republic, 

‘ , invite us constantly since he reached the Supreme magistrature. 
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Jun 08, 2003 (allAfrica.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - Military movements and heavy artillery 


fire were reported early Sunday around the president's palace in Nouakchott, but reports from the capital of 
the northwestern African nation say an attempted coup has failed. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his family are reported to be safe. Taya, who came to power 


in a 1984 coup and then won two successive presidential elections, has been under increasing pressure 
since the arrest earlier this month of 32 fundamentalist Islamists, whose trial opened last week Nouakchott. 
The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is one of only three Arab countries to have established diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 


According to a witness contacted by phone, the U.S. embassy located close to the president's palace was not 
attacked during the heavy gunfire, despite earlier reports that the facility had come under fire. 
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Jun 08, 2003 (allAfrica.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - Military movements and heavy artillery 
fighting were reported early this morning 1h30mn GMT (21h30 EST) in the president's palace in Nouakchott. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya has been under pressure for the past few weeks following the 
arrest of several fundamental islamists leaders. Their trial opened last week in the capital city, Nouakchott. 
The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is the only Arab country to have established diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 


According to a witness contacted by phone, the US embassy located at a stone throw from the president's 
palace has not been targeted denying earlier reports of a terrorist attack against the US diplomatic 
representation. According government sources the coup has failed. 
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Jun 08, 2003 (allAfrica.com/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - Military movements and heavy artillery 
fire were reported early Sunday around the president's palace in Nouakchott, in what observers in the capital 
of the northwestern African nation say was an attempted coup. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and his family are reported to be safe. Taya, who came to power 


in a 1984 coup and then won two successive presidential elections, has been under increasing pressure 
since the U.S. war n Iraq began. Earlier this month, the government arrested 32 fundamentalist Islamists, and 
their trial opened last week in Nouakchott. 


The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is one of only three Arab countries to have established diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 


According to a witness contacted by phone, the U.S. embassy located close to the president's palace was not 
attacked during the heavy gunfire, despite earlier reports that the facility had come under fire. 


Government sources said that the attempt to oust the government had failed, but other reports indicated that 
the situation remained uncertain. 
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Fighting erupted in the capital of the Arab-dominated west African nation of Mauritania today in an apparent 
coup attempt against the country’s pro-West leader, broadcast reports said. 


ei a coup attempt follows a crackdown on alleged Islamic extremists by President Maaouya Ould © 
The al-Jazeera and al-Arabiya TV stations reported clashes and tank cannon fire around the presidential 
palace in what they described as a failed coup attempt. 


Relative calm returned after about two hours of fighting, the state-run news agency in neighbouring Morocco 
reported. 


It blamed the alleged coup attempt on armoured units within Mauritania’s military. 


Telephones lines were inoperable to the Sahara Desert nation this morning, and it was not immediately 
possible to learn more. 


Mauritania’s government has cracked down on Islamic activists since the Iraq war, initially to try to prevent 
any Islamic shows of support for Iraq. Dozens of Islamic leaders were arrested last month for allegedly using 
mosques to recruit young men as fighters. 


Mauritania’s Arab-led government has tried to balance a strongly Islamic nation with Westward looking 
foreign policy. 


Mauritania is one of only three Arab nations to hold diplomatic relations with Israel. 
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STREET battles raged through Mauritania's capital Nouakchott yesterday in an apparent coup against the 
country's pro-Israeli president, who has cracked down on Islamists. 


Heavy gunfire continued around the city centre as a column of smoke rose above the president's residency. It 
was the most serious threat President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya has faced since taking power in a 
coup in 1984. 


Reports were confused but forces loyal to the country's pro-West president claimed to have quashed the 
attempted coup that began when gun and tank fire erupted near the presidential palace. 


However, sporadic gunfire and looting continued well after the president was reported to have regained 
control. Earlier, the Arab satellite television station al-Jazeera had reported that rebels had entered the 
presidential palace. 


The coup appeared to have been staged by an Islamist faction of officers from an armoured unit in the 
Arab-dominated country's army. 


Mauritania, which has a population of 2.9 million, is twice the size of France, its former colonial master. 
Mostly desert, it is at the crossroads of Arab and black Africa and has long been beset with ethnic and 
religious tensions. 


Recently, the government cracked down on Islamic activists who oppose the government's secular outlook 
and its close links with Israel. 


Al-Jazeera said the coup attempt appeared to be led by officers recently dismissed from the army and others 
angry about the government's campaign against Islamic extremism. 


Dozens of Islamic leaders were arrested last month for allegedly using mosques to recruit fighters. 


Document dt00000020030609dz69000hd 


Dow Jones Factiva 


Factiva Insurance Risk Summary - June 9, 2003. 


1,142 words 

9 June 2003 

03:40 PM 

Factiva Insurance Risk Summary 

FIRS 

English 

(c) 2003 Dow Jones Reuters Business Interactive LLC, trading as Factiva 


* Death Toll Rises to Four in L.A. Plane Crash 

* Turkish Jets Fly Close to Greek Passenger Plane 

* German Police Say Device Found in Dresden Was Bomb 
* China Reports No New SARS Cases, One More Death 

* HK Reports One New SARS Case, One More Death 

* SARS Kills 2 More in Toronto - Canadian Toll at 33 

* Vietnam Says SARS to Cause More Crime in Asia 

* Seoul Says Man on China Flight Shows SARS Symptoms 
* Strong Earthquake Rattles Taiwan 

* Quake Rattles Central Greece 

* Children Among 6 Dead in Northern Italy Bus Crash 

* Tajik Hurricanes Kill Two, Thousands Homeless 

* Fighting Flares Again in Mauritanian Capital 

* Indian Heat Wave Begins to Abate As Rains Advance 

* Death Toll Rises to Four in L.A. Plane Crash 


SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - The death toll from a crash in which a light plane flew into a Los Angeles 
apartment block rose to four on Saturday when two more bodies were found in the building, the coroner's 
office said. The private plane nosedived into the building in West Hollywood shortly after taking off from 
nearby Santa Monica airport on Friday. The cause of the crash was still being investigated. 


* Turkish Jets Fly Close to Greek Passenger Plane 


ATHENS (Reuters) - Two Turkish F-16 fighter jets flew close to an Olympic Airways passenger plane in 
Greek airspace on Monday, setting off a crash avoidance alarm and prompting a protest by the Greek 
Foreign Ministry. The Boeing 717 passenger jet, flying from Athens to Istanbul, landed a short time later in the 
Turkish city. 


* German Police Say Device Found in Dresden Was Bomb 


BERLIN (Reuters) - German police said on Monday they had determined that an abandoned suitcase found 
at Dresden railway station contained a bomb capable of causing extensive damage and casualties. A 
spokesman for the state police in the eastern region of Saxony said a number of people could have been 
killed if the suitcase, which contained explosives and a triggering device, had gone off. It had first been 
spotted late on Friday. 


* China Reports No New SARS Cases, One More Death 


BEIJING (Reuters) - China reported no new SARS cases and one death from the disease in the 24 hours to 
10 a.m. (0200 GMT) on Monday. The World Health Organisation, however, has voiced some scepticism 
about the recent of low numbers reported by China, saying some mild, suspected cases may not be included. 


* HK Reports One New SARS Case, One More Death 


HONG KONG (Reuters) - The Hong Kong government said on Monday that the SARS virus has infected one 
more person and killed one other in the territory. The numbers bring the number of cumulative cases of 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome to 1,753 in the territory and the local death toll to 288. 


* SARS Kills 2 More in Toronto - Canadian Toll at 33 


TORONTO (Reuters) - Toronto reported two more SARS deaths on Sunday, raising the Canadian toll from 
the deadly respiratory illness to 33. The health ministry in Ontario said a 66-year-old woman and a 
63-year-old man died on Saturday. 


* Vietnam Says SARS to Cause More Crime in Asia 


HANOI (Reuters) - Vietnam said on Monday crime across Asia is likely to rise because of the economic 
damage caused by the SARS virus and called on police to be more vigilant. Drug trafficking and other crimes 
are already increasing in the region and the situation would get worse, a deputy minister of public security 
told a meeting of police officers from the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 


* Seoul Says Man on China Flight Shows SARS Symptoms 


SEOUL (Reuters) - South Korea said on Monday a man who flew from China to Seoul has shown symptoms 
of the deadly SARS virus and has been quarantined in a hospital for checks and treatment. The case brought 
the number of suspected SARS sufferers in South Korea to 16, an official at the National Institute of Health 
said. None of the cases have been confirmed, while 15 of the suspected sufferers have been discharged. 


* Strong Earthquake Rattles Taiwan 


TAIPEI (Reuters) - An earthquake measuring 6.3 on the Richter scale rattled northeastern Taiwan on 
Monday, but there were no immediate reports of casualties or damage, officials said. The epicentre of the 
quake, which struck at 9.52 a.m. (0152 GMT) was about 25 km (15.5 miles) northeast of Ilan on Taiwan's 
northeastern coast at a depth of 21 km (13 miles), the Central Weather Bureau said in a statement. 


* Quake Rattles Central Greece 


ATHENS (Reuters) - An earthquake measuring 5.4 on the Richter scale shook the central Greek city of Larisa 
early on Monday but police said there were no immediate reports of injuries or damage. Residents rushed out 
of shops and houses onto the city's streets after the tremor. 


* Children Among 6 Dead in Northern Italy Bus Crash 


VICENZA, Italy (Reuters) - A double-decker bus carrying 62 tourists slammed into the wall of a tunnel in 
northern Italy on Saturday killing six people, including two children, and injuring more than 50, police said. A 
travel agent who helped organise the tour said Moldovans, Ukrainians and Germans were on the trip and 
added that they were nearly all Russian speakers. Police would not specify the nationalities of the dead. 


* Tajik Hurricanes Kill Two, Thousands Homeless 


DUSHANBE (Reuters) - Hurricanes and heavy rain killed two people in northern Tajikistan overnight, 
destroyed around a thousand homes and left tens of thousands homeless, the deputy emergencies minister 
said on Saturday. "Mudslides and floods hit several regions of Sogd district as a result of torrential rain, 
hurricane force winds which did not let up for 24 hours, and hail," Rajabali Azimov told Reuters. 


* Fighting Flares Again in Mauritanian Capital 


NOUAKCHOTT (Reuters) - Mauritania's capital trembled to the sound of shelling on Monday as renegade 
soldiers fought for a second day with troops loyal to the northwest African country's president, a rare Arab 
friend of Israel. Officials of President Kas Siye OUISSI RANGATEVS. who is facing his toughest test since 
taking power in a bloodless 1984 coup, said special forces were mopping up isolated pockets of resistance. 


* Indian Heat Wave Begins to Abate As Rains Advance 


NEW DELHI (Reuters) - India's annual monsoon rains advanced across the southern part of the country on 
Monday as weather officials said a heat wave that has killed some 1,400 people in South Asia was subsiding. 


More rain and thunderstorms were expected to hit the southern Indian state of Kerala over the next two days 
after the monsoon arrived there on Sunday, eight days behind its normal schedule of June 1. 
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Full versions of these and other insurance stories are available from Factiva.com, Reuters Business Briefing 
and Dow Jones Interactive. 


Factiva Contact: Liza Kosciuch, +1 609-627-2606, liza.kosciuch@factiva.com. 
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NOUAKCHOTT -- Street battles raged through the capital of Mauritania yesterday and residents said rebel 
troops had stormed the presidential palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has cracked 
down on Islamists. 


Mutineers roamed the centre of Nouakchott, but gunfire continued and it was far from clear whether they had 
overall control in the northwest African country's worst crisis since President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed 
Taya took power in a bloodless coup in 1984. 


Residents said the rebels entered the presidential palace after the guards fled. French officials formally 
denied reports that Mr. Taya was hiding at the former colonial power's embassy. 


There were no further broadcasts from state radio after a late-morning announcement that the President was 
in control of the Sahara-desert state, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


"There are some small groups fighting in parts of the city, but it is just a question of time" until order is 
restored," a senior government official said. 


Hundreds of prisoners took advantage of the chaos in the normally sleepy capital to escape, and looters 
carted off bags of money and parcels from the post office. 


Few civilians ventured far on the sandy streets, but staff at the city's main hospital said they had received the 
bodies of three soldiers and treated 16 others for gunshot wounds. Many civilians were hurt in the fighting, 
they said. 


"Dozens of people have been wounded, and the hospitals are doing [their] best to cope," a resident said. 
Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 


The government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamist leaders have been charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources 
said they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamist extremists. The charges made no reference 
to that. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Mr. Taya's long-standing ties with Israel. In 1999, Mauritania 
became only the third Arab League country -- along with Egypt and Jordan -- to establish full diplomatic 
relations with the Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say that the 
Israelis also provide discreet assistance with security. 


Mauritania has long been prey to ethnic division. About 30 per cent of the population is black; the rest is of 
Arab or mixed descent. 


Mr. Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later 
this year.Reuters, with a report from AP 
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Nouakchott -- Street battles raged through the capital of Mauritania yesterday and residents said rebel troops 
had stormed the presidential palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has cracked down 
on Islamists. 


It was far from clear whether the mutineers had overall control in the country's worst crisis since President 
' took power in a bloodless coup in 1984. Reuters 
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Nouakchott - Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital yesterday and residents said rebel troops 


stormed the presidential palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has cracked down on 
Islamists. 


Mutineers roamed Nouakchott's centre, but it was not clear if they had overall control in the northwest African 
country's worst crisis since President ‘Ahmed Taya took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. 
French officials formally denied reports that President Taya was hiding at their embassy. 
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MAURITANIA, June 9 (Reuters) - Uncertainty hung over the fate of Mauritania's pro-Israel president on 
Monday after a day of street battles in the capital during an attempted coup in the northwest African country. 


Dissident soldiers have seized parts of Nouakchott and at one point on Sunday they stormed the presidency 
in the most serious threat to President ‘Ahmed Taya since he took power in a bloodless 
1984 coup. 


But residents saw more than 100 military vehicles on the outskirts of the city late on Sunday and believed 
they had arrived from the east to support Taya's loyalists. Other reinforcements rolled in from the north. 


Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost exclusively Muslim country has recently 
been gripped by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamist opponents. 


The Arab president's friendship with Israel finds little favour in the largely desert country, where Saharan sand 
dunes roll down to the Atlantic coast. 


Explosions shook the capital after nightfall, but then gave way to a spell of calm. Both loyalist troops and 
mutineers were spotted near the centre. 


State radio has been off the air since a brief announcement on Sunday morning to say that Taya was in full 
control, though the station was among the targets of looters. 


Arabic al-Jazeera television said loyalist troops had deployed to the centre, but rebels remained in the 
presidency. It quoted sources close to the authorities saying Taya was safe. French officials denied reports 
that he was in the embassy. 


SCORES WOUNDED 


Hospitals struggled to cope with scores of wounded. Medical workers said they could not tell how many had 
been killed. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by officers from an armoured unit and the air 
force. Two burned out tanks stood near the presidency. 


The coup plotters have not made any public statement and it was unclear whether the attempted putsch was 
linked to growing political tension after a crackdown on Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Taya's longstanding ties with Israel. In 1999, Mauritania 
became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say that the 
Israelis also provide discrete assistance with security. 


Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later this 
year. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


The country of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but there 
have been recent discoveries of offshore oil reserves. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania's information minister said on Monday that a coup attempt had 
been defeated and the plotters arrested. 


"The last of the putschists have given themselves up," Hamoud Ould M'Hamed told Reuters by phone in 
Nouakchott. There was no independent confirmation, although gunfire appeared to have died down. 


Dissident soldiers had seized parts of the capital and at one point on Sunday they stormed the presidency in 
the most serious threat to President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya since he took power in a bloodless 
1984 coup. 


But residents saw more than 100 military vehicles on the outskirts of the city late on Sunday and believed 
they had arrived from the east to support Taya's loyalists. Other reinforcements rolled in from the north. 


Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost exclusively Muslim country has recently 
been gripped by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamist opponents. 


The Arab president's friendship with Israel finds little favour in the west African country, which is largely 
desert. 


State radio has been off the air since a brief announcement on Sunday morning to say that Taya was in full 
control. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Mauritanian President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked 
up Islamists and courted Israel and the West - said on Monday that loyalist troops had defeated a coup 
attempt against him. 


Taya, in his first radio broadcast to the northwest African country since fighting began early on Sunday, 
proclaimed victory for loyalist forces who laid down a barrage of shellfire before sunrise to reclaim the capital 
from the renegades. 


Officials said Sala Ould Henena, a former army officer opposed to Taya's ties with Israel, had been behind 
the attempt to seize power. They said they believed Henena was killed in the fighting, but there was no 
independent confirmation. 


The rebels launched their attempt to oust Taya by storming the presidential palace on Sunday, the most 
serious challenge to his rule since his own coup in 1984. 


"The patriotic forces beat this plot that aimed to end the process of development and emancipation," said 
Taya. "It took time because it was necessary to destroy tank after tank. As | speak, the operation is 
complete." 


It was not immediately clear where he made his broadcast. 


The loyalist forces, backed by reinforcements from the desert interior, used heavy weapons in their pre-dawn 
counter-attack and cleared the rebels from the president's palace and the centre of Nouakchott. 


Thousands of Taya's supporters took to the city centre for hours chanting "victory, victory", honking car horns 
and thumping drums in celebration. 


All sounds of gunfire had died down by evening. 
Scores of people have been wounded in fighting, but the death toll is unclear. 


U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan condemned the coup attempt and called for "an immediate end to the 
violence and a peaceful approach to resolving any differences." 


GRIPPED BY UNEASE 


Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost exclusively Muslim country had been 
gripped before the coup by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamist opponents. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. 


Politicians linked to former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein have also been arrested since he was ousted by the 
U.S.-led invasion. 


Taya's longstanding ties with Israel have caused widespread displeasure in Mauritania, which in 1999 
became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say the 
Israelis also provide discreet assistance with security. 


Taya has also moved to befriend the United States, a change of course since he backed Saddam in the first 
Gulf War. 


Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later this 
year. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


The country of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but oil has 
recently been found offshore. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - The sound of explosions and heavy weapons fire shook the centre of 
Mauritania's capital on Monday after a night of relative calm, witnesses said. 


The blasts, some from around the presidency, cast doubt over an earlier government announcement that an 
attempted coup had been put down and its leaders arrested. 


"The night was quiet and then at 6 a.m. the explosions started again," said one resident living not far from the 
centre of Nouakchott. 


It was not immediately clear which side was attacking. 


Mauritania's information minister told Reuters early on Monday that the attempt to overthrow President 
' was over and the putschists had been arrested. 
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NOUAKCHOTT - Loyalist troops seized back the heart of Mauritania's capital from rebels trying to oust its 
Arab president, who has locked up Islamist opponents and courted Israel. 


The city trembled to the sound of shellfire as President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya's soldiers launched 


an assault before sunrise with the help of reinforcements rushed from garrisons in the desert interior of the 
northwest African country. 


MONROVIA - French special forces swooped into Monrovia by helicopter to airlift hundreds of foreigners to 
safety as rebels crept closer to the centre of the Liberian capital. 


The thunder of mortars and heavy artillery echoed across the city as French troops shuttled expatriates, 
many of them aid workers, to a naval vessel waiting off the West African coast. 


HARARE - A Zimbabwe judge rejected a state application to tighten bail conditions on opposition leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai, throwing out what the defence said was a bid to muzzle him during anti-government 
protests. 


State lawyers had accused Tsvangirai, leader of the Movement for Democratic Change, of making 
inflammatory public statements against President Robert Mugabe before five days of protests and strike 
action last week. 


NUMAN, Nigeria - The murder of a Christian evangelist triggered weekend sectarian riots in the northeastern 
Nigerian town of Numan in which mosques and houses were torched and at least one person was killed, 
residents said. 


LUANDA - The interim head of Angola's UNITA opposition party, Lukamba Paulohas, emerged as a 
frontrunner to lead the former guerrilla movement into the country's first postwar elections. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Loyalist forces retook the centre of Mauritania's capital on Monday from 
renegade troops who had tried to overthrow President ‘Ahmed Taya, witnesses said. 


"The loyalists are in control of the centre and the presidential palace. The president's supporters have taken 
to the streets to celebrate," said Reuters reporter Ahmed Salem. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Loyalist forces retook the centre of Mauritania's capital on Monday from 
renegade troops who had tried to overthrow President ‘Ahmed Taya, witnesses said. 


"The loyalists are in control of the centre and the presidential palace. The president's supporters have taken 
to the streets to celebrate," said Reuters reporter Ahmed Salem. 


The presidency was stormed by the dissident soldiers on Sunday in an attempted coup, Taya's toughest test 
since he took power himself in a bloodless 1984 coup. 


The capital shook with the sound of shelling on Monday as renegade soldiers fought for a second day with 
troops loyal to the northwest African country's president, a rare Arab friend of Israel. 


State radio has been off the air since a brief announcement on Sunday morning to say that Taya was in full 
control. The coup plotters have not made any public statement. 


Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost exclusively Muslim country has recently 
been gripped by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamist opponents. 
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H NEVE EREZ, West Bank - Israeli troops began dismantling settler outposts in the West Bank, destroying 
empty caravans and a water tower as part of Israel's obligations under a U.S.-backed "road map" to peace. 


LONDON - Britain preserved its historic ambivalence towards Europe by opting to stay out of its single 
currency for now but to reconsider the euro in 2004. 


SEOUL - Communist North Korea said it wanted nuclear weapons so it could cut its huge conventional forces 
and divert funds into an economy foreign analysts say is close to collapse. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked up Islamists and 


courted Israel and the West - said that loyalist troops had defeated a coup attempt against him. 


MONROVIA - French special forces swooped into Monrovia by helicopter to airlift hundreds of foreigners to 
safety as rebels crept closer to the centre of the Liberian capital. 


HARARE - Police arrested a second key Zimbabwe opposition figure as the party's beleaguered leader was 
hauled into court after a weekend in jail to face charges of plotting to overthrow President Robert Mugabe. 


BAGHDAD - An American soldier was shot dead at a checkpoint near the Syrian border, the U.S. military 
said, as U.N. experts carried out more checks on a looted storage site at Iraq's main nuclear facility. 


WARSAW - Polish Prime Minister Leszek Miller launched a bold bid to turn the weekend's big vote in favour 
of joining the European Union into a new lease of life for his beleaguered minority government. 


YANGON - A U.N. envoy in Myanmar to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi will not meet the top leader 
of the military junta as scheduled, but there is a chance he may be able to see the detained Nobel laureate, 
aides said. 


ZADAR, Croatia - Croatians gave a fatigued Pope John Paul a roaring send-off as he wrapped up a five-day 
trip that tested the 83-year-old Roman Catholic leader's stamina and his plans for more travels. 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida - A bad weather forecast in Florida forced NASA to postpone its latest Mars 
mission for a second day, delaying the launch of a robotic rover designed to see if life ever existed on the red 
planet. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president, in his first radio broadcast since fighting erupted 
early on Sunday, said his forces had succeeded in putting down an attempted coup. 


"The patriotic forces beat this plot that aimed to end the process of development and emancipation,” said 
President Maaouya Ould Sid'AhmedTaya. "It took time because it was necessary to destroy tank after tank. 
As | speak, the operation is complete." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president, in his first broadcast since fighting erupted early 
on Sunday, said on Monday his forces had succeeded in putting down an attempted coup. 


"The patriotic forces beat this plot that aimed to end the process of development and emancipation,” 
President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya said in a radio and television broadcast. 


"It took time because it was necessary to destroy tank after tank. As | speak, the operation is complete." 


Earlier loyalist troops seized back the heart of Mauritania's capital Nouakchott from rebels trying to oust its 
Arab president, who has locked up Islamist opponents and courted Israel. 


The city trembled to the sound of shellfire as Taya's soldiers launched an assault before sunrise with the help 
of reinforcements rushed from garrisons in the desert interior of the northwest African country. 


Sporadic gunfire shifted out to the suburbs as the putschists were driven out. They had stormed the 
presidential palace on Sunday in the biggest challenge to Taya since he took power in a bloodless 1984 
coup. 
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TOP STORIES 





NEVE EREZ - Israeli troops began dismantling settler outposts in the West Bank on Monday, destroying 
empty caravans and a water tower as part of Israel's obligations under a U.S.-backed "road map" to peace. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked up Islamists and 


courted Israel and the West - said on Monday that loyalist troops had defeated a coup attempt against him. 


SEOUL - Communist North Korea said on Monday it wanted nuclear weapons so it could cut its huge 
conventional forces and divert funds into an economy foreign analysts say is close to collapse. 


HARARE - Police arrested a second key Zimbabwe opposition figure on Monday as the party's beleaguered 
leader was hauled into court after a weekend in jail to face charges of plotting to overthrow President Robert 
Mugabe. 


MONROVIA - French special forces swooped into Monrovia by helicopter on Monday to airlift hundreds of 
foreigners to safety as rebels crept closer to the centre of the Liberian capital. 


BAGHDAD - An American soldier was shot dead at a checkpoint near the Syrian border, the U.S. military said 
on Monday, as U.N. experts carried out more checks on a looted storage site at Iraq's main nuclear facility. 


TEHRAN - Iran warned on Monday that foreign pressure over its nuclear capabilities, branded a threat to 
peace by Washington, would backfire and harden Iran's position. 


KABUL - Afghan President Hamid Karzai blamed foreigners on Monday for a car bomb attack that killed four 
German peacekeepers in Kabul, his latest bid to dispel the view abroad that the Taliban was making a 
comeback. 


YANGON - A U.N. envoy in Myanmar to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi will not meet the top leader 
of the military junta as scheduled, but there is a chance he may be able to see the detained Nobel laureate, 
aides said on Monday. 


BEIJING - The United Nations’ top expert on infectious diseases, a leading sceptic of the dramatic fall in 
China's reported SARS cases, is due to visit Beijing to see if the drop is real enough to allow a WHO travel 
ban to be lifted. 


Document Iba0000020030609dz6900z18 


REUTERS 





Reuters World News Digest at 2215 GMT, Jun 09. 


365 words 

10 June 2003 

12:31 AM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 


TOP STORIES 





NEVE EREZ - Israel began dismantling settler outposts in the West Bank on Monday, taking initial steps on 
the ground towards implementing a U.S.-backed "road map" to peace. 


WASHINGTON - U.S. President George W. Bush stated flatly on Monday that Iraq had a weapons of mass 
destruction program and rejected the idea of Washington's credibility being at stake in the search for banned 
arms. 


SEOUL - Communist North Korea said on Monday it wanted nuclear weapons so it could cut its huge 
conventional forces and divert funds into an economy foreign analysts say is close to collapse. 


CHICAGO - Officials in three states tried on Monday to track down pet prairie dogs believed spreading 
"monkeypox," a smallpox-like illness not seen before in the Western Hemisphere that may have infected 37 
people. 


TORONTO - A top Canadian health official ordered hospitals on Monday to obey government health 
directives on SARS after the death toll from the respiratory illness climbed to 33 in Toronto over the weekend 
and concern mounted about a possible new outbreak of the deadly virus. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked up Islamists and 


courted Israel and the West - said on Monday that loyalist troops had defeated a coup attempt against him. 


NEW YORK - Hillary Clinton's memoirs went on sale on Monday amid a blitz of publicity and hype that made 
it seem as though the tumultuous years of sex and scandal in the Clinton White House were only yesterday. 


HARARE - Police arrested a second key Zimbabwe opposition figure on Monday as the party's beleaguered 
leader was hauled into court after a weekend in jail to face charges of plotting to overthrow President Robert 
Mugabe. 


TEHRAN - Iran warned on Monday that foreign pressure over its nuclear capabilities, branded a threat to 
peace by Washington, would backfire and harden Iran's position. 


BEIJING - The United Nations’ top expert on infectious diseases, a leading sceptic of the dramatic fall in 
China's reported SARS cases, is due to visit Beijing to see if the drop is real enough to allow a WHO travel 
ban to be lifted. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 10 (Reuters) - Edgy soldiers stood guard with tanks in Mauritania's capital on Tuesday 
after a failed attempt to overthrow a pro-Israel leader who has locked up Islamist opponents in the almost 
entirely Muslim country. 


Shooting had died down by nightfall in Nouakchott, battered by two days of fighting that left scores wounded 
and came close to ending Arab President ‘Ahmed Taya's 19-year rule over the northwest 
African state. 


Officials said the man behind the plot was Sala Ould Henena, a former officer who was dismissed from the 
army for stirring opposition to Israeli links. They believed he was killed in the fighting, but there was no 
independent confirmation. 


Few ventured onto Nouakchott's dusty streets after dark. Soldiers mounted checkpoints to cordon off radio 
and television stations and the presidential palace - which the rebels stormed on Sunday. 


On Monday, Taya broadcast a message of victory to the country of three million, which straddles black and 
Arab Africa. 


He thanked his loyalists, but he kept his whereabouts a mystery. 


Also a mystery was the real driving force behind the rebels, who did not get a chance to make a statement 
before being ejected. 


The coup attempt's timing, days after the arrest of dozens of Islamists, has led to speculation of a possible 
connection. Police sources said 32 Islamic leaders charged with threatening national security had links to a 
foreign network of extremists. 


But Mauritania has plenty of internal divisions that also fuel internal rivalries - both black African and Arab 
populations are further divided into tribes and clans. 


Henena's known anger at the links with Israel is shared by many in the largely Muslim country. Mauritania in 
1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 


Israel gives a bit of economic help, but diplomats say Israelis assist with security advice as well. 


Some Mauritanians suspect Taya also courted Israel as a way of appearing more moderate to the West after 
backing Iraq in the first Gulf War. Politicians linked to former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein have been 
detained since he was ousted. 


Authorities have yet to give figures for the number who died on either side. Nor have they said how many 
rebel soldiers, mostly from an armoured unit, had surrendered or been arrested. 
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STREET battles raged through Mauritania's capital yesterday and residents said rebel troops stormed the 
presidential palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has cracked down on Islamists. 


Mutineers roamed Nouakchott's centre, but gunfire continued and it was far from clear they had overall 
control in the north-west African country's worst crisis since the president, Maaouya Ould Sid 
took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. 


Residents said the rebels entered the presidential palace after the guards had fled, telling neighbours that 
they could no longer hold out. 


French officials formally denied reports that Mr Taya was hiding at the former colonial power's embassy. 


There were no further broadcasts from state radio after a late morning announcement that the president was 
in control of the Sahara desert state, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by officers from an armoured unit and the air 
force. 


"Dozens of people have been wounded and the hospitals are doing the best to cope," said one resident. 


Hundreds of prisoners took advantage of the chaos to escape and looters carted off bags of money and 
parcels from the post office. Most Mauritanians did not venture far on to the sandy streets. 


Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the war in lraq. The government 
has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to the ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. The charges made no reference to 
that. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Mr Taya's longstanding ties with Israel, which are as close 
as those of any Arab leader. 


Mauritania has tried to balance a strongly Islamic nation with Westward-looking foreign policy. 


In 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say that the 
Israelis also provide discrete assistance with security. 


Mauritania has also long been prey to ethnic division. About 30 per cent of the population is black and the 
rest are either of Arab or mixed descent. 


Mr Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later 
this year. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


The country of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but there 
have been recent discoveries of offshore oil reserves. It is among the world's 30 poorest nations. 
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WMRC Perspective 

Significance The coup attempt is the country's worst 
political crisis since President Taya took power in a coup of 
his own in 1984 and is the most serious challenge so far to his 
presidency. 

Implications Whether or not the rebels have succeeded 
in taking power, the coup attempt has undermined Mauritania's 
political and security situation. If a pro-Ba' athist regime is 
installed, it could seriously damage the country's relationships 
with vital international donor organisations. 

Outlook The situation remains unclear and it may 
take days to establish whether President Taya has retained his 
grip on power, or whether pro-Ba'athist rebels have succeeded in 
taking control of the country. 

Risk Ratings Whatever the outcome in terms of who 
emerges as the country's leader, it is clear that the coup 
attempt has significantly damaged the country's political and 


security situation. As a result, WMRC has downgraded Mauritania's 
Political Risk Rating to 3.5 and its Security Risk Rating to 2.5. 


Confused Situation 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is facing the most serious challenge since he took power ina 


1984 coup, after elements of the country's armed forces attempted to seize power yesterday (8 June). 
Violence broke out at around 0100 GMT, with residents reporting tank and small arms fire around the 
presidential palace and the airport outside the capital, Nouakchott. Facing attack, guards at the presidential 
palace fled, allowing the mutineers to enter the compound. Smoke was later seen rising from the palace, 
which is now said to be under the rebels' control. Chaos reigned in the capital, with hundreds of prisoners 
seizing the opportunity to escape, hospitals struggling to treat the dozens wounded during the fighting and 
looters carrying off bags of money and parcels from the post office. There are unconfirmed reports that the 
army's chief-of-staff, Colonel Mohammed Lanine Ndiayane, was killed yesterday during the fighting. 


After a night of calm in Nouakchott, street battles between the mutineers and government forces loyal to the 
President resumed today, with explosions and heavy weapons fire being reported. Government sources said 
the army had received reinforcements last night in the form of heavy artillery and a battalion of parachutists 
from outside the capital. The fighting is said to be taking place in the city centre, at the airport and in the city's 
southern outskirts, despite a late morning announcement on state radio that the President is in control of the 
country and a statement from Information Minister Hamoud Ould M'Hamed saying the rebels had been 
defeated and their leaders arrested. The rebels are now thought to be in control of the state radio building 
and state media have stopped broadcasting. 


The whereabouts of the President and his family are unknown, although government sources have said Taya 
is out of danger and is directing the counter-coup operations. Mauritania's former colonial power, France, 
today denied that reports that Taya is hiding in the French Embassy, while a senior US official later rebuffed 
reports that Taya had sought refuge in the US Embassy. 


Government Crackdown 


Although the mutineers are yet to issue any statement identifying themselves and detailing their objectives, it 
is thought that they are being led by a Ba’athist former colonel, Salah Ould Hnana, who was sacked from the 
army last year and is now working with accomplices in army tank units and the air force. 


The coup attempt comes on the heels of last month's government crackdown on Islamist political activists and 
Ba'athist politicians deemed close to the toppled Iraqi president Saddam Hussein (see Mauritania: 6 May 
2003: Government Cracks Down on Islamists and Ba'athists in Mauritania). Although no international terrorist 
organisations are known to operate from Mauritania, the 32 Islamic leaders charged this month with 
threatening national security have been unofficially accused by police of links to a foreign network of Islamic 
extremists. In mid-May, Prime Minister Chiehk El-Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna denounced the 'rampant 
danger’ posed by Islamic extremists in the country and warned that Mauritanian youths were being drawn to 
their cause, adding that extremists hoped to use the country as a new base after being forced out of other 
nations (see Mauritania: 19 May 2003: PM Warns of Danger of Islamic Extremism in Mauritania). 


Although official media have praised the government's crackdown in the interests of national security, there is 
known to have been widespread popular opposition to government policy since the US-led attack on Iraq. 
This discontent stems from the government's earlier decision to cut ties with Iraq and its close relationship 
with Israel - in 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel. In turn, Mauritania has received Israeli agricultural assistance and help with the construction of a 
new hospital. Israel is also thought to have given the government discrete security assistance and relations 
between the two countries are said to have improved significantly during the Iraq war. 


Lack of Democracy 


Mauritania has technically been a multi-party democracy since 1991. However, given the government's 
historic repression of public and political opposition, coup attempts are one of the few existing avenues for 
expressing opposition to government policy and for changing the country's leadership; since gaining 
independence in 1960, power has only ever changed hands as a result of violence. The ruling Democratic 
and Social Republican Party - led by Taya - has been in power since the successful 1984 coup by Taya, a 
former chief-of-staff of the armed forces. He had participated in the July 1978 coup to topple president Moktar 
Ould Daddah, before seizing power in 1984 from president Khouna Ould Haidallah. 


Although Taya has gradually led the country towards democracy since 1991, human rights groups and 
opposition politicians have consistently spoken out against the government's heavy-handedness. The 
opposition boycotted the last presidential election in 1997, although at least one opposition politician has 
declared his intention of taking on Taya in this year's presidential poll, which is set for 7 November (see 
Mauritania: 29 April 2003: Date Set for Presidential Poll in Mauritania). The coup attempt may now lead to 
these elections being postponed. 


Outlook and Implications 


The full implications of yesterday's coup attempt will remain hazy until it is known who is in control in 
Mauritania. Yet whatever the outcome, the country's political stability has been damaged, as has its security 
situation. Even if Taya retains power, his authority will have been undermined and the coup attempt highlights 
the level of opposition within the country to Taya's pro-Israel stance and recent crackdown on Islamist and 
Ba’athist activists. If the November elections go ahead, he is likely to face stiff opposition. Given the low 
probability of a free and fair election, the likely allegations of vote rigging may well spark protests and unrest. 


However, the outcome is likely to be worse if the Ba'athist Hnana takes power. Before the banning of 
Ba’athist parties, there did not appear to be widespread public support for their activities, with public 
discontent seemingly more broadly pro-lraq and anti-Israel. Hnana's ascension to power would, therefore, be 
likely to result in the further repression of opposition parties. A Ba'athist president would also be unlikely to 
face a warm welcome from the international community, which has been pleased by Taya's post-11 
September 2001 pledges to oppose international terrorism, cut off ties with Iraq and strengthen relations with 
Israel. Such international support is vital for Mauritania's economy, given that the desperately poor and 
drought-prone country has relied on the guidance of the World Bank and IMF since 1986, when it agreed to 
undergo economic and social reform in return for massive loans. The IMF and World Bank announced in 
2002 that the country would receive US$1.1bn in debt relief, removing half its total debt. According to the 
World Food Programme, Mauritania is in need of urgent international assistance to guard against the threat of 
starvation as a result of a prolonged drought. 


Neither outcome - either the return of a weakened Taya or the ascent to power of the Ba'athist Hnana - bodes 
particularly well for Mauritania's future, although the restoration of Taya to the presidency appears the best 
possible conclusion to current events. As a result, WMRC has downgraded Mauritania's Political and Security 
Risk Ratings. 
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DAKAR, June 10 (Xinhua) - Mauritanian Army Chief of Staff Mohamed Lemine Ould N'Diayane was killed in a 
failed attempt to overthrow President Maaouya Ould Sid after apparently refusing to surrender 
to the insurgents, a BBC report said on Tuesday morning. 


Shooting had died down by Monday nightfall in Mauritania's capital of Nouakchott, with all the rebelled 
soldiers having surrendered to the troops loyal to the president after two days of fighting that left scores 
wounded. 


Addressing the nation over state radio on Monday, the president praised soldiers loyal to him for being able to 
"face he most difficult conditions in their service to the nation." 


It was reported that the leader of the coup attempt was Sala Ould Henena, a former officer who was 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Israeli links. They believed he was killed in the fighting, but 
there was no independent confirmation. 


The coup took place at 1:50 a.m. (0150 GMT) on Sunday morning around Taya's presidential residence. The 
exchange of gunfire continued until about 6:00 a.m. (0600 GMT) before some rebelled Mauritanian 
government troops taking part in the coup were defeated. 


The attempted coup happened five months ahead of the presidential election in the west African country. 
Taya came into power through a coup in December 1984. He won the presidential election in 1992 and was 
reelected in 1997. Taya has announced that he will participate in the upcoming presidential election 
scheduled for Nov. 7 this year. 
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Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital yesterday in an apparent coup attempt against the pro-Israel 
Arab leader of the northwest African country, which recently launched a crackdown on Islamists. 


A column of smoke rose above the office of President Maaouya Ould Sid'AhmedTaya as his forces battled 


dissidents equipped with armoured vehicles. It was the most serious threat faced since taking power ina 
1984 coup. 


Sources close to the president of the sparsely populated Sahara desert state, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa, said Taya was in a safe place. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by young Islamist officers from an armoured unit 
and the air force. A plane circled briefly over the city centre, drawing fire from the ground, but it was not clear 
whose side it was on. 


Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the US-led war on Iraq. The 
government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. 
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By Ben Salem, Nouakchott, Mauritania 


STREET battles raged through Mauritania’s capital yesterday in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel 
president who has cracked down on Islamists, and residents said rebel soldiers had entered his office. 


Heavy gunfire continued around the city centre as a column of smoke rose into the sky above the president’s 
palace. 


It was the most serious threat President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya has faced since taking power in a 


1984 coup. 
Residents near the palace said dissident troops moved into Taya’s office after his guards fled. 
"The soldiers told us they could not hold out any longer,” said one resident a few hundred yards away. 


State radio had earlier announced that Taya was back in full control and appealed on people to be calm, but it 
stopped broadcasting about 45 minutes later. 


Sources close to the president of the sparsely populated Sahara desert state, which straddles black and Arab 
Africa, said Taya had been in a safe place with his family since fighting erupted around 1:45am. 


Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by young 


Islamist officers from an armoured unit and the air force. A plane circled briefly over the city centre, drawing 
fire from the ground, but it was not clear whose side it was on. 


"Dozens of people have been wounded and the hospitals are doing the best to cope," said one resident. 
Hundreds of prisoners escaped from the central prison after their guards disappeared in the chaos. 
Tensions have been bubbling in the almost exclusively Muslim country since the US-led war on Iraq. 


The government has cracked down on suspected Islamists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic extremists. The charges made no reference to 
that. 


There is widespread displeasure in Mauritania at Taya’s longstanding ties with Israel, which are as close as 
those of any Arab leader. 


In 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state. 


Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats have said that 
the Israelis also provide discrete assistance with security. 
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Soldiers stood guard with tanks in Mauritania's capital on Tuesday after a failed coup bid. 


Shooting had died down by nightfall in Nouakchott, battered by two days of fighting that left scores wounded 
and came close to ending Arab President RERGTSE's 19-year rule over the northwest 
African state. 


Officials said the man behind the plot was Sala Ould Henena, a former officer who was dismissed from the 
army for stirring opposition to Israeli links. 


They believed he was killed in the fighting, but there was no independent confirmation. 


Soldiers mounted checkpoints to cordon off radio and television stations and the presidential palace - which 
the rebels stormed on Sunday. 


On Monday, Taya broadcast a message of victory to the country of three million, which straddles black and 
Arab Africa. 


He thanked his loyalists, but he kept his whereabouts a mystery. 


Police sources said 32 Islamic leaders charged with threatening national security had links to a foreign 
network of extremists. 


Many in the largely Muslim country are angered at the links with Israel. 


Mauritania in 1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state. 
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MAURITANIA Coup attempt NOUAKCHOTT: A top Mauritanian official said yesterday a coup attempt had 
been put down after a day of combat by troops loyal to President Maaouya Ould Sid'‘Ahmed Taya, But there 
was no independent confirmation regarding the fate of Mr Taya, who has been battling his most serious threat 


since taking control of the northwest African country in a bloodless 1984 coup. He has recently sparked 
unrest by arresting dozens of Islamic opponents. 


LIBERIA Rebel offensive MONROVIA: Rebels punched back into Liberia's frightened capital, Monrovia, 
yesterday, sending tens of thousands fleeing for their lives as they gave President Charles Taylor 72 hours to 
step down. Refugees said rebels from the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy advanced 
under heavy fire to recapture the key St Paul river bridge just hours after the regime had vowed to root out 
pockets of resistance. 


US Plane crash toll LOS ANGELES: The death toll after the fiery crash of a plane into a Hollywood apartment 
building had risen to five, officials said yesterday. A fifth body was found in the twisted debris after a light 
aircraft nosedived into the block of flats and exploded on Saturday. Four of the victims were on the 
single-engine Beechcraft Bonanza plane and the fifth lived in the building. 


Clinton denial WASHINGTON: New York Senator Hillary Clinton, whose White House memoir will be 
published today ruled out making her own presidential bid in 2008. The first-term senator told Time magazine 
she did not plan to run for the country's top job. A flurry of publicity has heralded the release of her book 
Living History which has revived memories of the Monica Lewinsky scandal involving her husband, former 
president Bill Clinton. 
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Gunfire and explosions rocked Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott, for a second day yesterday as government 
troops tried to quell an attempted coup by army rebels. 


Forces loyal to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya set up roadblocks and flushed rebels from 


strategic points in the west African country's capital. Fighting had subsided by late afternoon, suggesting that 
loyalists had regained control of the city. 


In his first broadcast since fighting erupted early on Sunday, Mr Taya told state radio and television: "The 
patriotic forces beat this plot that aimed to end the process of development and emancipation. It took time 
because it was necessary to destroy tank after tank. As | speak, the operation is complete." 


Hundreds of pro-government supporters assembled in the coastal city and chanted "We have won", but 
diplomats in the impoverished, sparsely populated desert country cautioned that the state media were still not 
broadcasting normally and that the airport remained closed. 


Hospitals treated dozens of wounded soldiers and civilians but there was only a handful of reported deaths, 
including the unconfirmed killing of the army chief of staff. 


Troops patrolled areas around the presidential compound in a show of force which checked the looting that 
had broken out on Sunday. 


The Arab satellite television station al-Jazeera said the coup was led by officers recently dismissed from the 
army and others angry about a government crackdown on Islamic extremism. 


Tension had simmered in recent months over the campaign against Islamists, with dozens arrested and 
jailed. The crackdown followed a dramatic u-turn by President Taya, who had backed Saddam Hussein in the 
first Gulf war and courted Islamic support, but then went on to forge ties with Israel. 
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Loyalist troops seized back the heart of Mauritania's capital yesterday from rebels trying to oust its Arab 
president, who has locked up Islamist opponents and has courted Israel. 


Nouakchott trembled to the sound of shell fire as President Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya's soldiers 
launched an assault before sunrise with the help of reinforcements rushed from garrisons in the desert 
interior of the northwest African country. President Taya, in his first radio broadcast since fighting erupted 
early on Sunday, said his forces had succeeded in putting down an attempted coup. "The patriotic forces beat 
this plot that aimed to end the process of development and emancipation," he said. "It took time because it 
was necessary to destroy tank after tank. As | speak, the operation is complete." 


Sporadic gunfire shifted out to the suburbs as the rebels were driven out. They had stormed the presidential 
palace on Sunday in the biggest challenge to President Taya since he took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. 
"Victory, victory," his supporters chanted as they cruised dusty streets with car horns blaring. Sensitive areas 
such as the palace remained cordoned off. "The putsch is over, the army is back in control," assured one 
soldier standing guard at a checkpoint. Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost 
exclusively Muslim country had been gripped before the coup by unease over the arrest of dozens of 
President Taya's Islamist opponents. 


The Arab president's friendship with Israel finds little favour in the largely desert country on the Atlantic coast. 
Residents say they believe the uprising was staged by an armoured unit and the air force. Officials say in 
private they suspect the involvement of an officer removed two years ago for whipping up discontent over the 
links with Israel. 


Hospitals have struggled to cope with scores of wounded. Medical workers said they could not tell how many 
had been killed. The coup-plotters have not made any public statement and it was unclear whether the 
attempted coup was linked to growing political tension after the crackdown on Islamists and politicians close 
to ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening 
national security. 


In 1999, Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state. Israel has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. President 
Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and is expected to stand again later this year. 
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TOP STORIES 





NEVE EREZ - Israel started tearing down settler outposts in the West Bank, taking initial steps on the ground 
towards implementing a U.S.-backed "road map" to peace and Palestinian statehood. 


WASHINGTON - U.S. President George W. Bush stated flatly on Monday that Iraq had a weapons of mass 
destruction program and rejected the idea of Washington's credibility being at stake in the search for banned 
arms. 


SANTIAGO - U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said on Monday the United States would stick to its 
strategy of seeking a diplomatic solution with North Korea through multilateral talks on its nuclear programs. 


UNITED NATIONS - The United States sees a high probability the clandestine al Qaeda network will try to 
launch a chemical, biological or nuclear attack within two years, the U.S. government said in a report made 
public on Monday. 


CHICAGO - Officials in three states tried on Monday to track down pet prairie dogs believed spreading 
"monkeypox," a smallpox-like illness not seen before in the Western Hemisphere that may have infected 37 
people. 


TORONTO - A top Canadian health official ordered hospitals on Monday to obey government health 
directives on SARS after the death toll from the respiratory illness climbed to 33 in Toronto over the weekend 
and concern mounted about a possible new outbreak of the deadly virus. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked up Islamists and 


courted Israel and the West - said on Monday that loyalist troops had defeated a coup attempt against him. 


NEW YORK - Hillary Clinton's memoirs went on sale on Monday amid a blitz of publicity and hype that made 
it seem as though the tumultuous years of sex and scandal in the Clinton White House were only yesterday. 


HARARE - Police arrested a second key Zimbabwe opposition figure on Monday as the party's beleaguered 
leader was hauled into court after a weekend in jail to face charges of plotting to overthrow President Robert 
Mugabe. 


BEIJING - The United Nations’ top expert on infectious diseases, a leading sceptic of the dramatic fall in 
China's reported SARS cases, is due to visit Beijing to see if the drop is real enough to allow a WHO travel 
ban to be lifted. 
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YANGON - A U.N. envoy to military-ruled Myanmar said he would see detained pro-democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi on Tuesday morning to check on her condition and express support. 


LONDON - British Prime Minister Tony Blair and his finance minister Gordon Brown set out on Tuesday to 
sell their "not yet" message on joining the euro currency to a sceptical world, watched closely for any 
personal divisions. 


NEVE EREZ - Israel started tearing down settler outposts in the West Bank, taking initial steps on the ground 
towards implementing a U.S.-backed "road map" to peace and Palestinian statehood. 


LISBON - U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said late on Monday that the intelligence on Iraq was not 
politicised and the assessment that Baghdad possessed weapons of mass destruction will ultimately prove 
correct. 


SANTIAGO - U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said on Monday the United States would stick to its 
strategy of seeking a diplomatic solution with North Korea through multilateral talks on its nuclear programs. 


LIMA, Peru - Armed raiders on Monday kidnapped about 60 workers employed by an Argentine company to 
help build a natural gas pipeline in southeastern Peru, a government statement said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has locked up Islamists and 


courted Israel and the West - said on Monday that loyalist troops had defeated a coup attempt against him. 


HARARE - Police arrested a second key Zimbabwe opposition figure on Monday as the party's beleaguered 
leader was hauled into court after a weekend in jail to face charges of plotting to overthrow President Robert 
Mugabe. 


MONROVIA - French special forces swooped into Monrovia by helicopter on Monday to airlift hundreds of 
foreigners to safety as rebels crept closer to the centre of the Liberian capital. 


TORONTO - A top Canadian health official ordered hospitals on Monday to obey government health 
directives on SARS after the death toll from the respiratory illness climbed to 33 in Toronto over the weekend 
and concern mounted about a possible new outbreak of the deadly virus. 


CHICAGO - Officials in three states tried on Monday to track down pet prairie dogs believed spreading 
"monkeypox," a smallpox-like illness not seen before in the Western Hemisphere that may have infected 37 
people. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 10 (Reuters) - Thousands of Mauritanians marched through the capital on Tuesday, 
noisily denouncing a failed attempt to overthrow their pro-Western president who has locked up Islamists and 
courted Israel. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya returned overnight to his palace, briefly occupied by renegade 


soldiers during the most violent attempt to seize power since the northwest African country won 
independence from France in 1960. 


The failed coup came in the wake of the arrest of dozens of Islamic leaders following the U.S.-led war in Iraq, 
but one detained Islamist condemned the rebels in a message from his cell. The plotters never had a chance 
to state their grievances. 


"The death of civilians and the innocent for whatever reason is prohibited by Islam," Cheik Mohammed 
Hassan Ould Dedew wrote in a note sent out of the prison through his brother. 


Thousands of the president's supporters marched through the streets, chanting and bearing his portrait above 
their heads. 


"We were in deep trouble for 48 hours. Now it's over and we are happy," said Si Hamadou, one of the 
impoverished desert state's many unemployed. 


Doubt hung over the fate of suspected coup leader Sala Ould Henena, who had been fired from the army 
after stirring opposition to the Israeli ties. Some officials believed he was dead, others that he might only have 
been wounded. 


Soldiers said they were still hunting for any rebels who had escaped and gone to ground. One man they 
detained led them to an arms cache near the central market, but army officers said some 1,500 weapons 
were missing after the uprising. 


The timing of the coup attempt, following the arrest of 32 Islamists charged with threatening national security, 
has led to speculation of a link. 


But Mauritania, an almost entirely Muslim country, has many other divisions that fuel internal rivalries - both 
black African and Arab populations are divided into tribes and clans. 


Henena's known anger at the links with Israel is shared by many. In 1999 Mauritania became only the third 
Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state, which provides some economic 
aid. Diplomats say Israelis advise Taya on security. 


Some Mauritanians suspect Taya, who took power in a 1984 coup and has since won elections as a civilian, 
also courted Israel as a way of appearing more moderate to the West after backing Iraq in the first Gulf War. 


Politicians linked to former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein have been detained since Saddam was ousted. 


Authorities have yet to give figures for the number who died in the coup attempt. Nor have they said how 
many rebel soldiers, mostly from an armoured unit, have surrendered or been arrested. 


(Additional reporting by Matt Bigg). 
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MONROVIA - The sound of gunfire reverberated through Liberia's capital ahead of a last-ditch mission by 
West African mediators to try to avert a bloody showdown for the city, under attack by the main rebel faction 
LURD. 


BUNIA, Congo - France began deploying the bulk of a 1,400 strong international force who are ready to use 
firepower to protect residents from tribal bloodshed in the eastern Congolese town of Bunia where the U.N. 
says 500 civilians have been massacred in the past month and 50,000 killed since 1999. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya returned to his heavily-guarded 
palace after crushing a coup in the northwest African country that has detained Islamists and befriended 
Israel under his rule. 


HARARE - Zimbabwe's main opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai was ordered held in custody for another 
month when he appeared in court to face charges he incited protests aimed at toppling President Robert 
Mugabe. 


JOHANNESBURG - Zambia has sent troops to its northern border after attacks by Congolese tribal warriors 
threatened yet another conflict in the vast central African region, Vice President Nevers Mumba said. 


MANAMA - The United States Navy said it had bolstered its military presence in waters around the Horn of 
Africa as part of "on-going counter-terrorism operations" in the region. 


KHARTOUM - Sudan will send military reinforcements to the troubled western area of the war-torn African 
country where a new rebel group has recently taken up arms against the government, the government-owned 
Al-Anbaa newspaper reported. 
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GAZA - Israel tried to kill the public face of Hamas, wounding Palestinian militant Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi in a 
helicopter strike that brought swift calls for revenge and may shatter a U.S.-backed peace plan. U.S. 
President George W. Bush was "deeply troubled" and feared the action could undermine Palestinian 
anti-terror efforts. 


YANGON - Myanmar's ruling military said pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi would soon be freed and 
a U.N. envoy who saw her in custody said the Noble laureate was in good health. 


BAGHDAD - U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he expected remnants of Saddam Hussein's 
forces to go on attacking U.S.-led troops in Iraq for months but they would ultimately be rooted out. 


PARIS - Much of France was gridlocked as the third national strike in a month over planned pension reforms 
slashed train services and caused huge traffic jams. The strike was joined by some postal, bank, port and 
telecoms workers, hospital staff and police. A fifth of teachers walked out. 


MONROVIA - The sound of gunfire reverberated through Liberia's capital ahead of a last-ditch mission by 
West African mediators to try to avert a bloody showdown for the city, under attack by the main rebel faction 
LURD. 


LONDON - Prime Minister Tony Blair promised a "change of gear" in Britain's ambivalent approach to Europe 
ahead of a possible vote on euro membership next year. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya returned to his heavily guarded 


palace after crushing a coup in the northwest African country that has detained Islamists and befriended 
Israel under his rule. 


BUNIA, Congo - France began deploying the bulk of a 1,400 strong international force who are ready to use 
firepower if needed to quash tribal bloodshed in the eastern Congolese town of Bunia. 


TBILISI - Kidnappers released four U.N. staff abducted last week while monitoring the border between 
Georgia and the breakaway province of Abkhazia. 


ROME - Deep cracks appeared in Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's broad centre-right coalition after the 
opposition secured a surprisingly strong victory in Italian local elections. 


CAPE CANAVERAL - NASA was counting on a break in the weather to launch a twice-delayed mission to put 
a six-wheeled robot on Mars to search for ancient signs of life. 
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MONROVIA, June 10 (Reuters) - Liberia's capital has come under fierce attack by rebels, the latest flashpoint 
in a range of conflicts across Africa. Here are details on some of them: 


LIBERIA - The coastal capital, Monrovia, has come under fierce attack by the main rebel faction Liberians 
United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) for four days running, raising fears of a repeat of tribal 
fighting which left streets littered with bodies in the 1990s. 


West African mediators hope to persuade President Charles Taylor to agree to a ceasefire in a last-ditch bid 
to prevent a bloody battle for Monrovia. Taylor was indicted last week by a U.N. tribunal investigating war 
crimes in Sierra Leone. 


LURD and another rebel faction known as Model control around two thirds of Liberia, a country of three 
million. 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO - Congo's many sided civil war has killed an estimated three million 
people since 1998 and has been dubbed "Africa's World War One". 


A peace plan is taking shape, but scores of militias rule the eastern jungles, competing for power. Hundreds 
have been killed in a month of bloodshed between ethnic Hema and Lendu militias battling for control of the 
eastern town of Bunia. 


About 140 French troops had arrived in Bunia by Tuesday, starting the deployment of the bulk of a 
1,400-strong international force to stop tribal fighting and reinforce the existing U.N. peacekeeping force 
MONUC. 


Zambia has sent troops to its northern border after attacks just inside Zambia by Congolese tribal Mai Mai 
warriors, loosely allied to the Kinshasa government. 


The wider Congo war began in 1998 when Uganda and Rwanda backed rebels fighting to topple the 
Kinshasa government which was aided by troops from Zimbabwe, Angola and Namibia. 


ZIMBABWE - Main opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai, head of the Movement for Democratic Change, was 
ordered to be held in custody for another month on Tuesday when he appeared in court on charges of inciting 
protests aimed at toppling President Robert Mugabe. 


He and MDC Secretary General Welshman Ncube were detained on charges they instigated five days of 
protests and work boycotts last week against Mugabe, who has led Zimbabwe since independence from 
Britain in 1980. Ncube was freed on Tuesday and charges against him dropped, his lawyer said. 


Britain and the United States have led condemnation of Mugabe's government, and particularly its policy of 
seizing white-owned farms for distribution to landless blacks. 


MAURITANIA - The palace of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was stormed on Sunday by rebel 


soldiers who came close to ending his 19-year rule. Taya returned to his palace overnight. 


Sala Ould Henena, the former officer believed to be behind the coup plot, was dismissed from the army for 
stirring opposition to the country's ties with Israeli. 


Split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the almost exclusively Muslim country had been 
gripped by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamist opponents. 


Taya's longstanding ties with Israel have caused widespread displeasure in Mauritania, which in 1999 
became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 


SUDAN - Sudan will send military reinforcements to the troubled western area of the war-torn African country 
where a new rebel group has recently taken up arms against the government, a newspaper said on Tuesday. 


The Darfur region's Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A), which has been fighting government forces 
since early February, accuses Khartoum of excluding the remote region from development and state power. 


About two million people have died in 20 years of civil war between the government in the mainly Muslim 
north and rebels who want more autonomy for the animist and Christian south. 
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GAZA - Israel tried to kill the public face of Hamas, wounding Palestinian militant Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi in a 
helicopter strike that drew vows of revenge and fears for a U.S.-backed peace plan. The attack was criticised 
by the United States, which said it could undermine anti-terrorism efforts by Palestinian leaders. 


GAZA - Israeli helicopter missiles killed three Palestinians and wounded 32 in the Gaza Strip in a second 
such attack in the territory within hours, Palestinian medics and witnesses said. 


---- YANGON - Myanmar's ruling military said pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi would soon be freed 
and a U.N. envoy who saw her in custody said the Noble laureate was in good health. 


BAGHDAD - U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he expected remnants of Saddam Hussein's 
forces to go on attacking U.S.-led troops in Iraq for months but they would ultimately be rooted out. 


PARIS - Much of France was gridlocked as the third national strike in a month over planned pension reforms 
slashed train services and caused huge traffic jams. The strike was joined by some postal, bank, port and 
telecoms workers, hospital staff and police. A fifth of teachers walked out. 


MONROVIA - The sound of gunfire reverberated through Liberia's capital ahead of a last-ditch mission by 
West African mediators to try to avert a bloody showdown for the city, under attack by the main rebel faction 
LURD. 


LONDON - Prime Minister Tony Blair promised a "change of gear" in Britain's ambivalent approach to Europe 
ahead of a possible vote on euro membership next year. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya returned to his heavily guarded 


palace after crushing a coup in the northwest African country that has detained Islamists and befriended 
Israel under his rule. 


BUNIA, Congo - France began deploying the bulk of a 1,400 strong international force who are ready to use 
firepower to protect residents from tribal bloodshed in the eastern Congolese town of Bunia where the U.N. 
says 500 civilians have been massacred in the past month and 50,000 killed since 1999. 


TBILISI - Kidnappers released four U.N. staff abducted last week while monitoring the border between 
Georgia and the breakaway province of Abkhazia. 


ROME - Cracks appeared in Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's broad centre-right coalition after the opposition 
secured a surprisingly strong victory in Italian local elections. 
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GAZA - Israel tried to kill the public face of Hamas, wounding Palestinian militant Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi in a 
helicopter strike that drew vows of revenge and fears for a U.S.-backed peace plan. The United States 
criticised the attack. 


GAZA - Israeli helicopter missiles killed three Palestinians and wounded 32 in the Gaza Strip in a second 
such attack in the territory within hours, Palestinian medics and witnesses said. 


YANGON - Myanmar's ruling military said pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi would soon be freed and 
a U.N. envoy who saw her in custody said the Nobel laureate was in good health. 


BAGHDAD - U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he expected remnants of Saddam Hussein's 
forces to go on attacking U.S.-led troops in Iraq for months but they would ultimately be rooted out. 


PARIS - Much of France was gridlocked as the third national strike in a month over planned pension reforms 
slashed train services and caused huge traffic jams. The strike was joined by some postal, bank, port and 
telecoms workers, hospital staff and police. A fifth of teachers walked out. 


MONROVIA - Mediators piled pressure on Liberian President Charles Taylor and rebel factions to agree a 
ceasefire and avert a bloody showdown for the capital Monrovia. 


LONDON - Prime Minister Tony Blair promised a "change of gear" in Britain's ambivalent approach to Europe 
ahead of a possible vote on euro membership next year. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Thousands of Mauritanians marched through the capital to denounce a failed attempt to 
overthrow pro-Western President A has locked up Islamists and courted 
Israel. 


BUNIA, Congo - France began deploying the bulk of a 1,400 strong international force who are ready to use 
firepower to protect residents from tribal bloodshed in the eastern Congolese town of Bunia where the U.N. 
says 500 civilians have been massacred in the past month and 50,000 killed since 1999. 


CAPE CANAVERAL - NASA launched the first of two robotic rovers to Mars in an international quest to 
determine if life ever existed on the Red Planet. 


TBILISI - Kidnappers released four U.N. staff abducted last week while monitoring the border between 
Georgia and the breakaway province of Abkhazia. 


ROME - Cracks appeared in Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's broad centre-right coalition after the opposition 
secured a surprisingly strong victory in Italian local elections. 
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MILITANT Islamic group Hamas reiterated its opposition to ceasefire talks with Palestinian prime minister 
Mahmoud Abbas, dealing a new blow to his hopes of persuading it to halt attacks against Israelis. 


And Israel moved in to uproot a Jewish settler outpost under a US-backed "road map" to peace affirmed ata 
Middle East summit last week, the main settler organisation said. 


North Korea openness 


NORTH Korea said it wanted nuclear weapons so it could cut its huge conventional forces and divert funds 
into an economy that foreign analysts say is close to collapse. 


It was North Korea's most explicit public acknowledgement to date that it was seeking to build nuclear 
weapons. 


Mauritania quells coup 


LOYALIST forces retook the centre of Mauritania's capital from renegade troops which had tried to overthrow 
President | , Witnesses said. 


Liberia rebel action 


LIBERIA'S warring factions were due to start peace talks but rebels kept up the pressure on President 
Charles Taylor with an offensive on the outskirts of the capital Monrovia and an ultimatum for him to step 
down. 


And French special forces swooped into Monrovia by helicopter to airlift foreigners to safety as rebels crept 
closer to the capital's centre. 


lran nuclear warning 


IRAN warned that foreign pressure over its nuclear capabilities, branded a threat to peace by Washington, 
would backfire and harden Iran's position. 


Poland seeks backing 


POLISH Prime Minister Leszek Miller launched a bold bid to turn the weekend's big vote in favour of joining 
the European Union into a new lease of life for his beleaguered minority government. 


UN in Myanmar 


Aenvoy in Myanmar to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi will not meet the top leader of the military 
junta as scheduled, but there is a chance he may be able to see the detained Nobel laureate, aides said. 


Beijing Sars hope 


THE UN's top expert on infectious diseases, a sceptic of the dramatic fall in China's reported Sars cases, is 
due to visit Beijing today to see if the drop is real enough to allow a WHO travel ban to be lifted. 


Congo patrol 


FRENCH troops went on patrol in eastern Congo in a show of friendly force to reassure local people that the 
spearhead of a UN mission has arrived to protect them from fighting among tribal militias. 


Sri Lanka peace push 


SRI Lanka's prime minister launched an effort to revive peace talks with Tamil Tiger rebels, saying he was 
willing to alter the constitution to meet their demand for a regional interim 


Zimbabwe protest 


ZIMBABWE'S main opposition party has promised protests against President Robert Mugabe if authorities do 
not release their leader Morgan who is due in court over treason and charges. 
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Nouakchott, Jun 9 - The sound of explosions and heavy weapons fire shook the centre of Mauritania's capital 

today after a night of relative calm, witnesses said. The blasts, some from around the presidency, cast doubt 

over an earlier government announcement that an attempted coup had been put down and its leaders 

arrested. "The night was quiet and then at six a.m. the explosions started again," said one resident living not 

far from the centre of Nouakchott. It was not immediately clear which side was attacking.Mauritania's 

information minister told Reuters early today that the attempt to overthrow President rst eae 
‘Ahmed Taya was over and the putschists had been arrested. - Reuters. 
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Nouakchott, Jun 8 - Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital today and residents said rebel troops 

stormed the presidential palace in an apparent coup against a pro-Israel leader who has cracked down on 

Islamists. Mutineers roamed Nouakchott's centre but gunfire continued and it was far from clear they had 

overall control in the north-west African country's worst crisis since President ‘Ahmed 
took power in a bloodless 1984 coup. Residents said the rebels entered the presidential palace after the 

guards, telling neighbours that they could no longer hold out, fled. French officials formally denied reports that 

Taya was hiding at the former colonial power's embassy. There were no further broadcasts from state radio 

after a late morning announcement that the president was in control of the Sahara desert state, which 

straddles black and Arab Africa. Residents said they believed the uprising had been staged by officers from 

an armoured unit and the Air Force. 


"Dozens of people have been wounded and the hospitals are doing the best to cope," said one resident. 
Hundreds of prisoners took advantage of the chaos to escape and looters carted off bags of money and 
parcels from the post office. Most Mauritanians did not venture far onto the sandy streets. - Reuters. 
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EREZ CROSSING, Gaza Strip - Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas faces a direct challenge to his 


authority after a trio of Palestinian gunmen killed four Israeli soldiers before they were gunned down. The 
attack defies Mr Abbas' promise at last week's Middle East summit to end the violence. 


N Korea may cut forces SEOUL - North Korea said yesterday it wanted nuclear weapons so it could reduce 
the size of its huge conventional forces and divert funds into an economy foreign analysts say is close to 
collapse. It was the first time Pyongyang had linked its controversial nuclear program to cutting its 
conventional military and saving money. 


Coup attempt put downNOUAKCHOTT - A top Mauritanian official said yesterday that a coup attempt had 


been put down after a day of combat by troops loyal to the north-west African country's president 
SN MEME, 2 rare Arab friend of Israel. 
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DAKAR - Mauritanian Army Chief of Staff Mohamed Lemine Ould N' Diayane was killed in a failed attempt to 
overthrow President Maaouya Ould Sid! after apparently refusing to surrender to the 
insurgents, a BBC report said on Tuesday morning. 


Shooting had died down by Monday nightfall in Mauritania's capital of Nouakchott, with all the rebelled 
soldiers having surrendered to the troops loyal to the president after two days of fighting that left scores 
wounded. Addressing the nation over state radio on Monday, the president praised soldiers loyal to him for 
being able to "face he most difficult conditions in their service to the nation." (Mauritania-Coup Plot) 


JOHANNESBURG - A senior South African official has dismissed as "utter rubbish" claims that the country 
was secretly sending arms to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 


"It's an irresponsible lie and we take serious exception," Billy Masetlha, chairman of the Third Party 
Verification Mechanism, said on Tuesday. He was quoted by the South African Press Association from the 
DRC capital of Kinshasa as saying that he intended taking up the matter with the Mai-Mai leader who made 
the allegation. (SAfrica-DRC-Weapons) 


HARARE - Zimbabwe's opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai was on Tuesday ordered held in custody until 
July 10 on fresh treason charges. 


Tsvangirai, leader of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), was formally charged with fresh treason 
charges after his party called for protests last week aimed at overthrowing President Robert Mugabe. 
Magistrate Mishroad Guvamombe denied Tsvangirai bail on grounds that he was likely to commit a similar 
offence and interfere with witnesses. But he gave him leave to apply for bail at a higher court. 
(Zimbabwe-Opposition) 


ADDIS ABABA - A new leader of the African Union (AU) Commission will be elected in the upcoming AU 
summit which is scheduled to be held in July in Maputo, capital of Mozambique, said an AU official Tuesday. 


So far, only two candidates including incumbent Interim Chairman Amara Essy and former president of Mali 
Alpha Oumar Konare have submitted applications, added the official who asked not be named here. Besides, 
in the Maputo summit, African heads of state will also complete the Commission to replace the General 
Secretariat, which is currently being act as a commission. ( Ethiopia-AU). 
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Jun 10, 2003 (Daily Trust/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) - Troops loyal to Mauritanian President, 

HESEeOMeSet , yesterday said they had seized back the heart of the country's capital, 
Noua-kchott from rebels in trying to foil an attempt to oust the government, which has locked up Islamic 

clerics and maintained diplomatic ties with Israel. 


The city trembled to the sound of shellfire as Presi-dent Taya's soldiers launched an assault before sunrise 
with the help of reinforcements rushed from garrisons in the desert interior of the northwest African country. 


Sporadic gunfire shifted out to the suburbs as the putschists were driven out. They had stormed the 
presidential palace on Sunday in the biggest challenge to Taya since he took power in a bloodless 1984 
coup. 


"Victory, victory," chan-ted Taya's supporters as they cruised dusty streets with car horns blaring, but 
sensitive areas like the palace remained cordoned off. 


"The putsch is over, the army is back in control," assured one soldier, Moha-mmed Lemine, standing guard at 
a checkpoint. 


Following a split between black Africans and light-skinned Arabs, the Muslim majority country had been 
gripped before the coup by unease over the arrest of dozens of Taya's Islamic activist opponents. 


The president's friendship with Israel finds little favour in the country. 


Residents said they believe an armoured unit and the air force staged the uprising. In private, officials said 
they suspect the involvement of an officer removed two years ago for whipping up discontent over the links 
with Israel. 


Hospitals have struggled to cope with scores of wounded and medical workers said they could not tell how 
many had been killed. 


The coup plotters have not made any public statement and it was unclear whether the attempted putsch was 
linked to growing political tension after the crackdown on Islamic activists and politicians close to ousted Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 


Thirty-two Islamic leaders were charged this month with threatening national security. Police sources said 
they were suspected of links to a foreign network of Islamic groups. 


In 1999, Mauritania became the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel which 
has given Mauritania help with agriculture and is also building a new hospital. Diplomats say that the Israelis 
also provide discreet assistance with security. 


Taya, a former army colonel, won elections in 1992 and 1997 and has been expected to stand again later this 
year. Human rights groups often complain the government's methods are heavy-handed. 


The country of fewer than three million people supports itself through iron ore mining and fishing, but there 
have been recent discoveries of offshore oil reserves. 


by Musa Aliyu 


Copyright Daily Trust. Distributed by All Africa Global Media( AllAfrica. com) 
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MAURITANIA: The army was hunting rebels after quashing a coup attempt against the pro-Western 
President who has imprisoned Islamists and courted Israel. President Kisseuyalould Sid REmedTaa 
returned to his palace, which had fallen to the renegade soldiers. 
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RABAT, June 11 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Moroccan newspapers on Wednesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


AUJOURD'HUI LE MAROC 


- Morocco's airports under intensive surveillance: preventative measures bring protection for travellers into 
line with strictest international norms. 


- Date of June 25 set for the trial of 31 members of the Salafist Jihad Islamist movement. 
LE MATIN 


- Prince Moulay Rachid received the co-chairmen of Altadis (purchaser of 80 percent of Regie des Tabacs). 


- Morocco expresses irreversible solidarity with Mauritania (following coup attempt there). King Mohammed 
spoke by phone with Mauritanian President ‘Ahmed Taya 
AL-AHDATH AL-MAGHRIBIYA 


- Ninety-three percent of the inhabitants of Casablanca are opposed to Islamist extremism and do not see in it 
any solution to the country's problems. 


- Seventy-seven percent of them say they support the new anti-terrorism law. 
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ALGIERS, June 11 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Algerian newspapers on Wednesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LIBERTE 

- Kabylie region residents welcome the release of several detained Berber militants. 

LE MATIN 

- Government soldiers defuse two bombs and destroy four rebel hideouts in separate operations. 
EL MOUDJAHID 


- President Abdelaziz Bouteflika expresses solidarity with Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya Ould 
' following last Sunday's coup attempt. 


LE QUOTIDIEN D'ORAN 

- Thirty thousand houses in Algiers damaged by last month's earthquake. 

EL WATAN 

- Thirty-three countries take part in Algiers International Trade Fair which opens on Wednesday. 
- Thirty-two food-poisoning cases reported in western town of Tlemcen. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 11 (Reuters) - Mauritania's police issued arrest warrants for a suspected coup leader 
and eight accomplices on Wednesday after a failed attempt to topple the pro-Western president, police said. 


Renegade soldiers were defeated on Monday only after they came close to toppling President Maaouya 
Ould Sid , who has locked up Islamists and built ties between Israel and the state straddling 


black and Arab Africa. 


The failed coup came in the wake of the arrests of dozens of Islamic leaders following the U.S.-led war in 
Iraq, but the plotters never had a chance to make their case and speculation continues as to their motives. 


Suspected coup leader Saleh Ould Hanenna was a former officer booted out of the army after being accused 
of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with Israel. A police official said he was still on the run. 


"Warrants have been issued for the arrest of nine army officers responsible for the coup attempt against the 
government," said one top police official, who did not want to give his name. 


The ties with Israel are unpopular in the almost entirely Muslim country, but Mauritania has plenty of other 
divisions that could stir discontent - both black African and Arab populations are further split into tribes and 
clans. 


Suspicions of a link between the plotters and Islamic groups were fuelled by the fact the coup attempt 
followed the arrest of Islamic activists accused of threatening state security. 


The closure of a Saudi-linked Islamic school in the wake of the failed coup certainly suggested that there 
would no relenting in the crackdown on Islamic groups. 


"Yesterday (Tuesday) evening, the Mauritanian government summoned Saudi Arabia's charge d'affaires to 
inform him of the permanent closure of the institute," said Haza El Gambi, director of the Institute of Arabic 
and Islamic Sciences. 


The institute had 2,000 students from Mauritania and elsewhere in Africa. Mauritanian teachers at the 
institute have been detained since May 20. The director said foreign teachers would be leaving soon. 


Mauritania in 1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel. 


The Jewish state gives a bit of economic help, but diplomats say Israelis assist with security advice to Taya - 
who took power in a 1984 coup and has since won elections as a civilian. 
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ISRAEL tried to kill the public face of Hamas, wounding Palestinian militant Abdel-Aziz al-Rantissi in a 
helicopter strike that brought swift calls for revenge and may shatter a US-backed peace plan. 


US President George W Bush was "deeply troubled" and feared the action could undermine Palestinian 
anti-terror efforts. 


Freedom for activist 


MYANMAR'S ruling military said pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi would soon be freed and a UN 
envoy who saw her in custody said the Noble laureate was in good health. 


Iraqi forces to persist 


US DEFENCE Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he expected remnants of Saddam Hussein's forces to go on 
attacking US-led troops in Iraq for months but they would ultimately be rooted out. 


Gridlock in France 


MUCH of France was gridlocked as the third national strike in a month over planned pension reforms slashed 
train services and caused huge traffic jams. 


The strike was joined by some postal, bank, port and telecoms workers, hospital staff and police. A fifth of 
teachers walked out. 


Liberian gunfire 


THE sound of gunfire reverberated through Liberia's capital ahead of a last-ditch mission by West African 
mediators to try to avert a bloody showdown for the city, under attack by the main rebel faction, Lurid. 


UK 'to change gear’ 


PRIME Minister Tony Blair promised a "change of gear" in the UK's ambivalent approach to Europe ahead of 
a possible vote on euro membership next year. 


Mauritania coup halted 


MAURITANIA'S President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya returned to his heavily guarded palace after 
crushing a coup in the northwest African country that has detained Islamists and befriended Israel under his 
rule. 


French forces deployed 


FRANCE began deploying the bulk of a 1,400 strong international force who are ready to use firepower if 
needed to quash tribal bloodshed in the eastern Congolese town of Bunia. 


UN staff released 


KIDNAPPERS released four UN staff abducted last week while monitoring the border between Georgia and 
the breakaway province of Abkhazia. 


Italian coalition blues 


DEEP cracks appeared in Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's broad centre-right coalition after the opposition 
secured a surprisingly strong victory in Italian local elections. 


Mars robot launch 


NASA was counting on a break in the weather to launch a twice-delayed mission to put a six-wheeled robot 
on Mars to search for ancient signs of life. 


Zimbabwe treason trial 


ZIMBABWE'S two most prominent opposition leaders were due in court as President Robert Mugabe's 
government presses treason charges against them after anti-Mugabe protests last week. 
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An attempted coup using two ageing Russian tanks against a government fleet of 10 has been quelled in the 
dusty streets of Mauritania but not before it startled investors in a group of Australian oil companies planning 
a $1 billion development in the north-west African nation. The companies Woodside, Hardman and Roc Oil all 
had a bad day on the sharemarket. Woodside shed 18c to $11.40, Hardman dived 5c to 53c and Roc gave 
up 2c to close at $1.13 as the market priced increased risk into their planning for the Chinquetti oilfield off the 
Mauritanian coast. 


Woodside is the operator of the international consortium planning what will be Mauritania’s first oil 
development and said yesterday it had been able to keep in telephone contact with its personnel at all times. 


Woodside said all were safe and well, including 17 contractors involved in the project and based in the 
country. 


Once the shooting started on Sunday night Woodside was ready to act on evacuation plans by land, sea or 
air if necessary. But the apparent quick end to the coup meant there was no need for the evacuations. 


Woodside and its partners plan to make a final investment decision on the Chinquetti project in the middle of 
next year. Yesterday it said it saw no reason for any change in the date. 


But it will be reviewing its plans to commit to engineering and environmental work as part of the Chinquetti 
approval process. The same was said for planning of an August appraisal well on Chinquetti and two 
exploration wells on nearby targets. 


Street battles surged through Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott, on Sunday and rebel troops stormed the 
—_— palace in an attempted coup against pro-Israel leader President MeScuya Ould Sid Kime 


Reuters said the man behind the plot was Sala Ould Henena, a former officer dismissed from the army for 
stirring opposition to Mauritania's links with Israel. They believed he was killed in the fighting but there was no 
independent confirmation. 


On Monday, President Taya broadcast a message of victory to the poor country of three million, which 
straddles black and Arab Africa. He thanked his loyalists but kept his whereabouts a mystery. 


The coup attempt's timing, days after the arrest of dozens of Islamic extremists and the closure of an Arabic 
language newspaper, has led to speculation of a possible terrorist connection. Police sources said 32 Islamic 
leaders charged with threatening national security had links to a foreign network. 


Mauritania has many internal divisions that also fuel internal rivalries: black African and Arab populations are 
further divided into tribes and clans. ( /Text. 
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An attempted coup using two ageing Russian tanks against a Government fleet of 10 has been quelled in 


Mauritania - but not before the fighting spooked investors in Australian oil companies planning a $1 billion 
development in the north-west African Islamic nation. 


Woodside, Hardman and Roc Oil had a bad day on the market. Woodside shed 18 to $11.40, Hardman dived 
5 to 53 and Roc gave up 2 to close at $1.13 as the market priced increased risk into their development 
planning for the Chinguetti oilfield off Mauritania. 


Woodside operates the international consortium planning what will be Mauritania's first oil development. The 
company said yesterday it had been in telephone contact with personnel at all times. 


Woodside has two employees in the country, the group's country manager, Alex Taylor, and his 
administrative assistant. Mr Taylor's wife is also in Mauritania on holiday. Woodside said all were safe, 
including 17 contractors involved in the project and based in the country. 


Once the shooting started on Sunday night, Woodside was ready to act on evacuation plans by land, sea or 
air if necessary. But the apparent quick end to the coup meant there was no need. 


Woodside and its partners plan to make a final investment decision on the Chinguetti project in the middle of 
next year. Yesterday Woodside saw no reason to believe there would be any change in the date. 


But it will be reviewing plans to commit to engineering and environmental work later this year as part of the 
Chinguetti approval process. The same was said for planning of an August appraisal well on Chinguetti and 
two exploration wells on nearby targets. 


Street battles raged through Mauritania's capital Nouakchott on Sunday. Residents said rebel ae stormed 


the Sia ANG ae in a coup attempt against the country's pro-Israel leader, President 


Reuters reported that officials said the man behind the plot was Sala Ould Henena, a former army officer 
dismissed for stirring opposition to Mauritania's links to Israel. The officials believe he was killed, but there 
was no confirmation. 


On Monday, Mr Taya broadcast a victory message to the poor country of three million, which straddles black 
and Arab Africa. - with Reuters. 
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Nouakchott -- Mauritania's police issued arrest warrants for a coup-leader suspect and eight persons 
suspected of being accomplices yesterday after an attempt to topple the pro-Western president, police said. 


Renegade soldiers were defeated on Monday only after they came close to toppling President Maaouya 
Ould Sidi , who has locked up Islamic extremists and built ties between Israel and his country, 
which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Saleh Ould Hanenna, the suspected leader, was a former officer removed from the army after being accused 
of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with Israel. 


A police official said he had fled. Reuters 
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Maaouya Ould Sid-Ahmed Taya, president of Mauritania, Africa's newest oil player, survived an attempted 


coup this week. The coup attempt - the most serious challenge to Taya since he seized power nearly 20 
years ago - is thought to have been launched by hardline Islamists and army officers dissatisfied with Taya's 
relationship with Israel and his authoritarian style. 


The ruling Socialist Party is modeled on Iraq's Baath Party, with which Mauritania once had very close 
relations. The US-led war on Iraq is thought to have increased tensions between Taya's pro-Western 
government and supporters of Saddam Hussein. Islamists have been incensed at the government since May, 
when it began rounding up religious extremists. 


The troubles seem unlikely to have much knock-on effect for the nascent, mainly offshore oil sector. Key 
explorers include Australia's Woodside, Roc Oil, Hardman Resources, and Fusion Energy, along with Italy's 
ENI and Malaysia's Petronas. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 13 (Reuters) - The army unit spearheading a failed coup in Mauritania this month was 


equipped long ago by Saddam Hussein and its leader was known to be close to Iraq's Arab nationalist Baath 
party, diplomats said. 


The northwest African country is trying to fathom the most violent attempt to seize power since independence 
in 1960, and crushing poverty appears as much a cause as growing political and religious discontent. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government has not said why it thinks the plotters launched 


their attempted coup, and suspected coup leader Saleh Ould Hanenna is on the run. 


The coup attempt followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists and Baath party activists amid restive signs after 
the U.S.-led war on Saddam. 


But diplomats also cite questions over democracy, deeply unpopular ties with Israel and a famine that has 
touched a third of the desert country's nearly three million people. 


"The coup leaders thought there were pockets of discontent in a number of areas and everybody would come 
out of the woodwork against Taya and support them," a Western diplomat said. "They severely miscalculated 
on that." 


But the rebels came close to succeeding. 


At one point they reached the presidential palace and took radio and television stations - standard targets for 
an African coup - but reinforcements from the interior put them to flight on Monday before they had issued a 
rallying cry. 


SADDAM'S TANKS 


The tanks used by the armoured unit that led the coup plot were gifts from Saddam's Iraq and officers had 
been there to train. Baghdad was one of Taya's few friends after he took power in a 1984 coup. 


"At the time, Mauritania was on everybody's blacklist. The only country that provided some support and arms 
was Iraq," said British Honorary Consul Nancy Abeiderrahmane, who runs a dairy business in the capital. 


Taya backed Iraq during the first Gulf War, but afterwards shifted to the pro-Western camp - becoming only 
the third Arab League country to establish full diplomatic ties with Israel in 1999. 


Mauritania was not critical of the war to topple Saddam but did not openly back it either. At one point it was 
suggested by diplomats as a possible option for exile. 


Hanenna, a colonel, was dismissed from the army in a purge of Baathists opposed to ties with Israel and at a 
time when Taya's officials believed talk of a coup was in the wind. 


But even many of the government's critics think that the Baath party links, or alternatively a possible Islamist 
connection, might not have been as important as simple poverty in pushing serving and retired soldiers to try 
to seize power. 


After being sacked, Hanenna had worked as a driver. There were continual rumblings in his former unit about 
low pay and poor conditions in a country where average income is barely a dollar a day. 


"This frustration drove him to take up arms against his brothers and Mauritania's democratic institutions," said 
Lemrabott Ould Sid'Ahmed, who runs a newspaper critical of the government. 


"When people are hungry, they devour their leaders. That's what happened in Mauritania," he said. 
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Will coup attempt lead to further instability? 


The mid-June closure of a Saudi Islamic institute&#8212;allegedly because it had been promoting religiously 
motivated violence&#8212;is an early indication of the government's likely reaction to a coup attempt at the 
beginning of this month. In the putsch attempt junior army officials attacked the presidential palace and the 
radio/television stations, and killed the army chief of staff, Mohamed Lemine Ould N'Diayane. The president, 

‘Ahmed Taya&#8212:who has ruled the country since 19848&#8212;was forced to take 
refuge within the presidential guard headquarters, but the coup attempt was crushed following the arrival of 
reinforcements from loyalist troops stationed in the north of the country. 


The coup attempt appears to have been led by a former army colonel, Salah Ould Hnana, sacked in 2001 for 
his open criticism of the government. Most of the army remained loyal to President Ould Taya, although the 
insurgents did obtain support from a tank regiment stationed in the capital, Nouakchott, and&#8212;according 
to unconfirmed sources&#8212;some elements of the airforce. In addition, the leaders of the mutiny were 
able to escape and the government has already issued arrest warrants for Mr Ould Hnana and eight army 
officers that allegedly supported the coup. 


The precise reasons for the coup remain unknown, but it seems likely that tensions in the political scene in 
recent months&#8212;largely prompted by the country's international relations&#8212;may have prompted 
sections of the military to act. Since the mid-1990s President Ould Taya has successfully established good 
relations with most Western powers, especially the US, in an attempt to obtain a substantial increase in 
external aid. In 1999, as a result of US pressure, Mauritania became the third Arab League member to 
establish diplomatic relations with Israel, and it has collaborated closely with American intelligence services in 
the fight against terrorism since the September 11th 2001 attacks on the US. The government also refrained 
from issuing a strong condemnation against the US-led attack on Iraq earlier this year. 


Cracking down on the opposition 


Sections of public opinion (and the military) have become increasingly critical of this position, and have 
regularly demanded the end of diplomatic recognition of Israel and the adoption of a more distant relationship 
with the US. However, Mr Ould Taya's government has ignored these criticisms, and in May arrested several 
members of the Rassemblement des forces democratiques (an Arab nationalist party with links to the Ba'ath 
party in Iraq) as well as several imams. This added to domestic tensions, not least because many believed 
that the government was using the fight against terrorism as an excuse to crack down on the opposition 
ahead of the presidential election, scheduled for November 2003. 


The government has attempted to play down the significance of the coup in order to reassure potential 
foreign investors in the oil and mining sectors that the country enjoys a high degree of political and economic 
stability (recent exploration activities have already yielded 200m barrels of recoverable reserves in offshore 
fields, and a decision on whether to exploit the oilfields is expected to be taken at the end of this year). In fact, 
there are a number of reasons to suggest that the coup was indeed an isolated event, and that the 
government remains broadly in control of the situation: 


In the short term we expect a limited purge within the military to remove any elements considered suspicious, 
and further arrests of &#8220;extremist&#8221; Islamic figures. The government may also use the coup 
attempt and the fear of terrorist attacks as an excuse to repress the opposition ahead of the presidential 
election. However, over the medium term Mr Ould Taya, who is expected to win the next presidential election 
comfortably, will have to pay more attention to the discontent that his foreign policies have generated within a 
Muslim population. The president may therefore decide to cool relations with Israel, especially if no 
substantial progress is made on the &#8220;road map to peace&#8221; in the Middle East. 


Limited economic impact 


On the economic front, the attempted coup is unlikely to have a major impact. The government will continue 
to implement sound economic policies supported by the IMF, and donors will continue to provide funds for the 


implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper. Economic activity will not be disrupted and growth 
will remain robust&#8212;real GDP is expected to grow by an annual average of 5% in 2003-04. Equally, the 
sound monetary policies applied by the central bank mean that inflation will remain subdued. However, the 
unsuccessful putsch is expected to lead to a delay in the exploitation of oil and mineral deposits as foreign 
investors await to see if there will be further instability before making their investment decisions. 


Business Africa 16 Jun 2003 Main Report, Part 8 of 31 
Document eiubf00020030629dz6g00008 


REUTERS 





Two senior officials detained over Mauritania coup. 


232 words 

18 June 2003 

09:00 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, June 18 (Reuters) - The sacked head of Mauritania's Supreme Court and an ex-minister 
were being questioned by police on Wednesday about this month's failed coup against the pro-Western 
president, police sources said. 


Supreme Court president Mahfoud Ould Lemrabott and the secretary of state for women's affairs, Mintata 
Mint Hedeid, were both fired after the June 8 putsch in the desert nation that straddles black and Arab Africa. 


The sacked officials are from the same tribe and same region as alleged coup leader Saleh Ould Hanenna, a 
former officer booted out of the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with 
Israel. 


The failed coup came after the arrests of dozens of Islamic leaders following the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 
President Maaouya Ould Sid had previously locked up Islamists and built ties between his 
country and Israel. 

Hanenna is now on the run. 


The plotters never had a chance to make their case and speculation continues as to their motives. 


State radio also announced on Wednesday that the governor of the main economic city, Nouadhibou, had 
been sacked. 


Mohamed Ould R'Zeizim was detained and questioned by the police after the coup, but later released. 
Mauritania in 1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel. 
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BUNIA, Congo - Troops belonging to Congo's largest rebel group entered the eastern town of Lubero after 
attacking troops from a rival rebel organisation, a United Nations spokesman said. 


The spokesman told Reuters forces of the RCD-Goma rebel group entered the town, which lies about 260 km 
(160 miles) south of Bunia, where French troops are deploying as part of an international force to protect 
civilians. 


MONROVIA - Thousands of Ghanaians tried to push their way onto a ship sent to evacuate them from 
Liberia, saying they were too afraid to stay despite a ceasefire. 


Security guards fired in the air and used water hoses to try to hold back a crowd of 5,000 people trying to 
breach a barrier of heavy metal containers around the port. 


HARARE - Zimbabwean human rights lawyers pressed for a decision on bail for opposition leader Morgan 
Tsvangirai, held for almost two weeks on a second charge of treason against President Robert Mugabe. 


Tsvangirai, on trial for allegedly plotting to kill Mugabe, was charged again with treason for trying to topple 
Mugabe by staging a paralysing five-day national strike early in June. 


KAMPALA - Religious leaders in northern Uganda are forging ahead with peace efforts despite an escalation 
of rebel atrocities in the area, a spokesman said. 


In the most recent attack by the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) 29 people including 15 Sudanese 
refugee orphans were abducted on Tuesday night in an attack on Adjumani, northern Uganda, district officials 
said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Police in Mauritania detained a senior official of the country's ruling party in connection with 
this month's failed coup against President i , police sources said. 


Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Hamady, federal secretary for Nouakchott in Taya's Democratic and Social 
Republican party, is the latest senior official to be held by Mauritanian police over alleged links with the coup 
plotters. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 19 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania detained a senior official of the country's ruling party 
on Thursday in connection with this month's failed coup against President AnfiSaTaga 
police sources said. 


Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Hamady, federal secretary for Nouakchott in Taya's Democratic and Social 
Republican party, is the latest senior official to be held by Mauritanian police over alleged links with the coup 
plotters. 


The police sources said a member of Hamady's family was among the insurgents. 


The head of the Supreme Court and the secretary of state for women's affairs, who were both fired after the 
June 8 coup attempt, were detained on Wednesday. 


Both are from the same tribe and same region as alleged coup leader Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer 
who was kicked out of the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with Israel. 
Hanenna is now on the run. 


The failed coup, whose motives remain unclear, came after the arrests in Mauritania of dozens of Islamic 
leaders and Baath party activists sympathetic to Saddam Hussein following the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 


The largely desert country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, established full diplomatic relations with 
Israel in 1999 - only the third Arab League state to do so. 
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Washington, DC, Jun 18, 2003 (Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania/All Africa Global Media via 
COMTEX) - A rally was organized by the Mauritanian Community residing in the United States of America on 
Monday June 16th, 2003 at the Washington, D.C. 'Freedom Plaza’ and the White House against the recent 
attempt of the military putsch and for the support of H.E. Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, President of the 
islamic Republic of Mauritania for his efforts to promote the Democracy and the respect of Human Rights in 
Mauritania. 


The slogans during this demonstration were: 


-Long life to H.E. Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, President of the Republic; 
-Long life to the Democracy in Mauritania; 

-Yes for United, peaceful and prosperous Mauritania; 

-Yes for the president Maaouya, and Democracy in Mauritania etc... 


Speech of Cheikh Ould M-Lemine, Delivered at The Rally in Support of President Ould Taya 


I would like to thank you all for coming out today to show your support for President Maaouya Ould 
and the government of Mauritania. 


We are all here today to show the leaders of last week's failed military coup that we disagree with their violent 
actions. Violence is not the way to challenge the policies of the government. Mauritania is a democracy! If you 
don't agree with the government, use your right to vote to change it, not violence. 


We are deeply saddened by the loss of life caused by these rouge military leaders. If it had not been for the 
quick actions of president Ould Taya and his government in putting down these rebels, more lives may have 
been lost. 


President Ould Taya is the father of Mauritanian democracy and freedom. Not long ago we were living under 
a military regime. A rally like this would not have been possible. President Ould Taya changed that. He has 
made Mauritania the best democracy in the arab world. 


Under the leadership of President Ould Taya, Mauritania has thrived. It has a stronger economy, lower 
poverty, better education and improved health care. President Ould Taya has done more to improve the 
infrastructure of the county than any president before him. 


By building important roads and highways, president Ould Taya has connected the smallest towns in 
Mauritania to the Capital, Nouakchott. He has also connected Mauritanians to the world community with 
improved telecommunications and the Internet. And just this year he brought much needed clean and fresh 
water to my hometown of Kiffa. 


President Ould Taya is the best president for Mauritania ! 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 20 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania have released a senior official of the country's ruling 
party after questioning him in connection with this month's failed coup, police sources said on Friday. 


Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Hamady, federal secretary for Nouakchott in President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
Taya's Democratic and Social Republican party, was detained on Thursday, but released several hours later. 


He was the latest senior official to be held by Mauritanian police over alleged links with the coup plotters. 
Police sources had said that a member of Hamady's family was among the insurgents. 


The head of the Supreme Court and the secretary of state for women's affairs, both of whom were dismissed 
after the June 8 coup attempt, were detained on Wednesday and are still being held. 


Both are from the same tribe and same region as alleged coup leader Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer 
who was kicked out of the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with Israel. 
Hanenna is now on the run. 


The failed coup, for which the motives remain unclear, came after the arrests in Mauritania of dozens of 
Islamic leaders and Baath party activists sympathetic to Saddam Hussein following the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 


The largely desert country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, established full diplomatic relations with 
Israel in 1999 - only the third Arab League state to do so. 
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Morocco's King Muhammad VI is expected to begin a two-day visit to Mauritania on Sunday, the royal court 
said in a statement issued on Saturday, cited by KUNA. 


The visit would mark the King's second trip to Mauritania since he assumed power. 


ee Muhammad VI was one of the first leaders who congratulated President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed 


on the foiled coup attempt led by former officer Muhammad Ould Hnana earlier this month. 


The Moroccan King's visit, in addition, would mark the first visit by an Arab leader to the country following the 
attempted coup. (Albawaba.com). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 22 (Reuters) - The chief of staff of Mauritania's air force and another senior military 


official have been sacked in the latest round of dismissals within the army since this month's failed coup, 
Officials said. 


Colonel Mohamed Ould Salikou came from the same eastern region as many of the insurgents who tried to 
topple President Maaouya Ould Sid'AhmedTaya on June 8. Members of the air force took part in an attack 
on the presidential palace. 


The officials said late on Saturday the chief of military engineering, Lieutenant Colonel Abdi Ould Anmed 
Tfeil, had also been fired. 


Several top military and political officials have been dismissed and some held by police over alleged links with 
the man accused of having led the coup, Saleh Ould Hanenna. 


Hanenna, a former officer who was kicked out of the army after being accused of stirring discontent over 
Mauritania's links with Israel, is on the run. 


The motives behind the coup remain unclear, but it came after the arrests of Islamic leaders and Baath party 
activists sympathetic to Saddam Hussein following the U.S. war in Iraq. 


The largely desert country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, established full diplomatic relations with 
Israel in 1999 - only the third Arab League state to do so. 


Document Iba0000020030622dz6m00ci2 


BIBIC 


BBC Monitoring News Prospects for Sunday 22 June 2003. 


715 words 

22 June 2003 

04:40 AM 

BBC Monitoring Newsfile 

BBCMNF 

English 

(c) 2003 The British Broadcasting Corporation [date of publication]. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Main stories 


MIDEAST: Road map Quartet (US, EU, Russia and UN) meeting in Jordan on sidelines of World Economic 
Forum (regional sources) 


IRAQ: Crude oil exports due to resume from Turkish port of Ceyhan. Kirkuk field also to resume pumping oil 
via pipeline to Ceyhan (Turkish news agency Anatolia) 


Asia-Pacific 


CHINA: Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee begins visit (-27), first by an Indian prime minister in 10 
years. Talks agenda includes resolving disagreements on Sino-Indian border, Tibet and Chinese support for 
Pakistan; furthering bilateral trade; cooperation in information technology and manufacturing (Indian sources, 
Chinese sources) 


CHINA: High-level Indian delegation comprising members of Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) and Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) visits Beijing and Shanghai (-27) to iron out 
critical issues constraining trade between the two countries (Indian news agency PT1) 


JAPAN: Indonesian President Megawati Soekarnoputri visits (-25) for talks with Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi. They will establish a panel to agree a bilateral free trade agreement (Japanese news agency Kyodo, 
Indonesian newspaper The Jakarta Post) 


THAILAND: Final day of Asia Cooperation Dialogue meeting. Foreign ministers and senior officials of several 
Asian countries in attendance (various sources) 


Former Soviet Union 


TAJIKISTAN: Referendum takes place on changes and amendments to the country's constitution. One 
amendment proposes lifting ban on re-electing the president for a second seven-year term in office. (Tajik 
radio) 


RUSSIA: Laos Prime Minister Boun-gnang Volachit visits; scheduled to hold talks with Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Kasyanov (-25) (Russian news agency Interfax) 


RUSSIA: Greek Defence Minister loannis Papantoniou arrives on visit to discuss purchase of Russian naval, 
armoured and air defence equipment (-27). Due to meet Russian Sergey Ivanov on Defence Minister 24 
(Russian news agency ITAR-TASS) 


TURKMENISTAN: Iranian Caspian envoy Mehdi Safari to discuss oil, gas, shipping and fishing projects 
ahead of Moscow Caspian littoral states meeting next month (Iranian news agency IRNA) 


Europe 


BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA: Pope John Paul II visits Banja Luka where he will beatify a Catholic intellectual, 
Ivan Merz (Croatian news agency HINA) 


BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA: Deadline for collection of weapons and explosive devices in Visegard (Bosnian 
Serb news agency SRNA) 


ITALY: Law freezing trials of senior officials including Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi goes into effect (Italian 
radio) 


GREECE: South African Foreign Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma visits for talks with Greek counterpart 
Minister George Papandreou (-24) (South African news agency SAPA) 


BULGARIA: Macedonian Prime Minister Branko Crvenkovski visits to discuss the creation of a 
Macedonian-Bulgarian economic forum (-26) (Macedonian news agency MIA) 


BULGARIA: Lebanese President Emile Lahhud ends visits (Bulgarian news agency BTA) 
Middle East 


IRAN: Main university student movement the Office for Fostering Unity to stage sit-in in front of Majlis 
parliament in protest at arrests during university protests (Iranian news agency ILNA) 


IRAQ: UNESCO to sign agreement in Paris for international fund to finance higher education in Iraq with 
Shaykhah Muza Bint Nasr, the wife of the Emir of Qatar and a special UNESCO envoy for education affairs 
(Egyptian news agency MENA) 


LEBANON: German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer arrives for talks on bilateral issues with President 
Emile Lahhud and other senior officials (Egyptian news agency MENA) 


EGYPT: World Trade Organisation meeting ends (Brussels-based European Union Rapid database) 


MAURITANIA: Moroccan King Mohammad VI on one-day visit after failed coup attempt against President 
MassuyS CUESARTCSTELE (MENA) 


Sub-Saharan Africa 


CAPE VERDE: Angolan Prime Minister Fernando Dias dos Santos visits (-23) to consolidate relations 
between the two states (Portuguese TV for Africa) 


BOTSWANA/US: Botswanan President Festus Mogae beings US visit. To meet President Bush (26) and 
Secretary of State Powell (27) (-27) (South Afircan nedws agency SAPA) 


Americas 
ARGENTINA: Local elections in Tierra del Fuego (Argentina newspaper La Nacion web site) 


USA/PAKISTAN: Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf on visit (-29). Will hold talks with President Bush at 
Camp David (24) (Radio Pakistan) 


Sources and trailers as available, inclusion of items does not necessarily mean that BBC Monitoring will file 
reports on them. 


If you have any comments, queries or suggestions regarding BBC Monitoring's Daily Prospects, please e-mail 
us at prospects@mon.bbc.co.uk 


Source: Multimedia daily prospects from BBC Monitoring, in English 0200 gmt 22 June 03. 
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WASHINGTON - U.S. President George W. Bush on Thursday will call on Taylor to step down to avoid 
further bloodshed and announce a $100 million counterterror plan for Africa, the White House said. 


A spokesman said Bush would deliver a major policy address on Africa dealing with regional conflicts, 
development issues, counterterrorism and the fight against AIDS, before the president's trip to the continent 
July 7-12. 


MONROVIA - Fighters loyal to Liberia's President Charles Taylor pushed rebels out of the capital's port on 
Thursday after fierce battles that left bodies strewn on the streets and prompted a British call for U.S. 
intervention. 


Military officials said rebels had retreated to the area around St Paul's River Bridge, about 10 km (6 miles) 
from the heart of Monrovia, but there were fears the insurgents might regroup there and attack again. 


NAIROBI - Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki welcomed Britain's lifting on Thursday of a ban on flights to the 
capital Nairobi which has badly damaged the east African country's vital tourism sector. 


"We are welcoming the lifting of the ban. We are hoping that the security measures that we seek to put in 
place will continue to earn the trust of local residents and the international community,” Kibaki's spokesman 
Isayah Kabira told Reuters. 


HARARE - Defence lawyers in the treason trial of Zimbabwe opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai said on 
Thursday they would ask the court for a discharge, saying the state had not presented enough evidence to 
make a case. 


LAGOS - A coalition of Nigerian campaign groups vowed on Thursday to paralyse the oil producing country 
next week with mass protests in support of a general strike over a hefty increase in fuel prices. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Fifteen people, including six civilians, were killed and 68 wounded during this month's foiled 
coup attempt in Mauritania, the Defence Ministry in the northwestern African nation said on Thursday. 


Renegade soldiers came close to toppling the country's pro-Western president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed — 
, on June 8 but were defeated after two days of fighting. 


UNITED NATIONS - The Security Council is expected to extend U.N. peacekeepers in the Congo for 30 days 
to give the United States more time to decide whether to approve increasing the force and giving it a more 
robust mandate in the violent eastern part of the country. 


The council's vote on the stopgap measure was necessary before the mandate of the force expires on June 
30. In the interim, negotiations continue on Secretary-General Kofi Annan's call to beef up the U.N. force 
before French troops leave northeastern Congo. 


UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. General Assembly elected a pool of 18 back-up judges to help speed the work 
of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which has come under fire for moving too slowly. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 26 (Reuters) - Fifteen people, including six civilians, were killed and 68 wounded 
during this month's foiled coup attempt in Mauritania, the Defence Ministry in the northwestern African nation 
said on Thursday. 


Renegade soldiers came close to toppling the country's pro-Western president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed — 
, on June 8 but were defeated after two days of fighting. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer who had been 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. 


He is now on the run. 


The motives of the coup remain unclear, but it followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists in the largely Muslim 
country, which in 1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 
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MADRID, June 27 (Xinhua) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, will pay a state visit to 


Spain on July 1-2 to improve relations between the two countries, the Spanish foreign ministry announced 
Friday. 


Taya will be received by the Kings of Spain, Juan Carlos and 
Sofia, and will meet with Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar. 

The visit came weeks after having sorted out a coup attempt 
headed by Colonel Salah Uld Hnana on June 8. 

On June 13, Spanish Foreign Minister Ana Palacio paid a visit 
to Nouakchott. During her visit, Palacio expressed her 
solidarity and the support to Mauritania's "democratizing and 
modernizing" reforms. 

Taya, who came to power through a coup in December 1984, has 
announced he will contest the upcoming presidential elections 
scheduled for Nov. 7 this year for a third term 
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The government has sought to assure the international community and foreign investors that life is back to 
normal following last month's failed coup attempt. On a visit to Spain to discuss bilateral ties, President 
asouyatOaldl Sia Bhrieai tava said his country is moving forward ‘with a firm step' in building democracy. 
Although Taya himself came to power in a military coup in 1984, he was pushed by the international 
community to introduce multi-party democracy in 1991. However, political power remains almost entirely in 
his hands and his Democratic and Socialist Republican Party dominates the legislative institutions, in part 
because of an opposition boycott of the National Assembly elections of October 1996. Opposition parties and 
human rights groups have frequently spoken out against the government's heavy-handedness. 


Despite such concerns, Taya's pro-Western and pro-Israeli stance has gained him support overseas and 
many members of the international community, including the US, Spain and France, expressed relief that 
Taya survived last month's coup attempt (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel Suspected of 
Leading Coup Attempt in Mauritania). Meanwhile, Mohamedou Ould Michel, Mauritania's ambassador to 
Australia, the US and Brazil, yesterday sought to assure foreign investors that the failed coup attempt should 
not put them off investing in his country. Describing the situation as 'business as usual’, he said there is no 
reason for capital markets or investors to be scared. His comments were aimed particularly at Australian 
companies that are considering investing in the Chinguetti oilfield. The government introduced legislation in 
1999 offering tax exemptions and incentives to the private sector and foreign investors in an effort to 
encourage investment, particularly in the mining sector. Significance: Despite attempts to portray the situation 
as 'business as usual’, the coup attempt has highlighted the fragility of Mauritania's political system and the 
dangers of doing business in the country. 
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An attempted coup in Mauritania last month should not dissuade foreign investors from doing business in the 
poor African nation, according to its ambassador to Australia, the United States and Brazil. 


Mohamedou Ould Michel said yesterday it was "business as usual" in Mauritania, three weeks after an 
attempted coup against pro-Israel leader President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya in the capital 
Nouakchott . 


"Everything is under control. | think in the first hours places in the market have been scared. There is no 
reason to be scared," Mr Michel said. 


The ambassador met with Woodside Petroleum yesterday. The Perth-based company is developing the 
Chinguetti oilfields off the Mauritanian coast, a project that requires an investment of $1 billion, two-thirds as 
much as the country's $1.5 billion GDP. 


Woodside and its joint-venture partners, which include other Australian companies Roc Oil and Hardman 
Resources, are expected to make a formal investment decision early next year which should lead to first 
production by 2006. 


The head of Woodside's African business unit, lan Jackson, said yesterday the project had not been affected 
by the recent political turmoil. 


The ambassador said the fact that the coup was quashed so quickly within 36 hours was proof of Mauritania's 
political stability. 


"That is the proof, the structure is very solid . . . you have loyalty of the army and you have the eagerness of 
the people to preserve its democracy." 


He said a further assurance to nervous investors was the president's decision to immediately preserve the 
date of the country's November elections. "He is very confident everything is under control." 


Mauritania moved to encourage mining sector investment in 1999 with laws that gave tax incentives and 
exemptions to the private sector and foreign investors . 


A Woodside coincidence, page 24 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania's pro-Western president named an emancipated slave as the 
new prime minister on Sunday, nearly a month after a failed coup in the northwest African country. 


Sghair Ould M'Bareck, previously the justice minister, is the first former slave to hold the post in a state 
straddling black and Arab Africa that only officially abolished slavery just over two decades ago. 


He was named by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in a decree and is expected to form a new 


government within the next few days. 


Former prime minister Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna was from the same part of eastern Mauritania 
as many of the accused coup plotters and his removal follows that of several other top officials with origins 
there. 


Renegade soldiers came close to toppling Taya on June 8 but were defeated after two days of fighting. The 
official death toll was 15. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer who had been 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. He is now on the run. 


The motives for the coup remain unclear, but it followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists in the largely Muslim 
country, which in 1999 became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 
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NAIROBI, July 6 (Xinhua) - The Mauritanian president who survived a coup last month appointed Sghair Ould 
M'Bareck as the new prime minister on Sunday, reports reaching here said. 


The ae minister, elevated from the post of justice minister, was named by President Maaouya Ould 


Sid’ in a decree and is expected to form a new government soon. 


A coup took place on June 8 around the presidential residence, with renegade soldiers gathered to topple 
Taya but were defeated after two days of fighting. The official death toll was 15. 


Sghair Ould M'Bareck replaced Cheik El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna who came from the same part of 
eastern Mauritania as many of the accused coup plotters. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer who had been 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. He is now on the run. 


The attempted coup in June happened five months ahead of the 
presidential election in the northwest African country. 

Taya has announced that he would participate in the upcoming 
presidential election scheduled for Nov. 7 this year. 

Taya came into power through a coup in December 1984. He won 
the presidential election in 1992 and was reelected in 1997. 
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KAMPALA - US President George W. Bush wants American fighter planes to refuel in Uganda while on 
anti-terrorism combat operations, reported government weekly Sunday Vision. 


Bush's request for refueling agreement with the Ugandan government is part of a wider strategy to increase 
combat readiness of the United States on the African continent. 


Bush will spend four hours in Uganda when he pays his five-nation visit to Africa from July 7 to 12. The other 
four African countries are Senegal, where the Bush administration is now seeking a military base, Botswana, 
South Africa, and Nigeria. ( Uganda-US) 


MAPUTO - The Executive Council of the African Union (AU) met here on Sunday to make preparations for 
the upcoming second summit of the AU. 


During the meeting, which ends on Tuesday, ministers from AU 
members will discuss issues concerning the African continent. 
The summit, scheduled for Maputo on July 10-12, is the second 


one since the AU formally replaced the 39-year-old Organization of African Unity (OAV) last July in Durban, 
South Africa. (Mozambique-AU) 


ABUJA - President of the Nigeria Labor Congress (NLC) Adams Oshiomhole said here Sunday that the 
weeklong nationwide strike over the recent fuel price increase must continue until the government accepted 
the NLC's request. 


Oshiomhole told a news briefing that the national union was " calling on all workers and indeed all Nigerians 
to continue to observe the strike because the federal government had remained adamant to sufficiently 
reduce the prices." (Nigeria-Strike) 


NAIROBI - The Mauritanian president who survived a coup last month appointed Sghair Ould M'Bareck as 
the new prime minister on Sunday, reports reaching here said. 


The Sane minister, elevated from the post of justice minister, was named by President Maaouya Ould 


Sid’ in a decree and is expected to form a new government soon. (Mauritania-PM) 


NAIROBI - Delegates attending the Somali peace talks have agreed to establish a federal government to 
govern the war-striven country for the next four years, a senior Kenyan official said here in a statement on 
Sunday. 


"Delegates at the talks also agreed to form a transitional parliament of 351 members, which will appoint the 
federal president, who in turn will name a new prime minister," said Bethwel Kiplagat, Kenya special envoy 
and chief mediator of the talks. (Somalia-New Govt.) 


NAIROBI - The sixth round of peace talks between the Sudanese government and the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) resumed on Sunday in Kenya. 


The talks will take seven days and will cover security arrangements in the post-war period, power-sharing 
arrangements, wealth sharing and the three conflict areas the parties to sign or to initial them, Lazaro 
Sumbeiywo, Kenyan special envoy to the Sudan and chief negotiator, told Xinhua on Sunday by telephone. ( 
Sudan-Peace) 


- JOHANNESBURG, July 6 (Xinhua) - The United States' decision to cut military aid of some 6 million US 
dollars to South Africa would not feature at a meeting between South African Presidents Thabo Mbeki and 
George W. Bush on Wednesday, a senior South African official said on Sunday. 


Acting Director-general of Foreign Affairs Abdul Minty said 
told reporters in Pretoria that "It won't need high-level 
discussion." (SAfrica-Bush). 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (030707) 
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* 7 November 2003 - Parliamentary Election. 
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BOS DST. wersevisnanier 2 weieceeh nes trode ese Bese d Col 


(Elected 12 Dec 97 for six-year term) 





Pane. Manas eT ye aes Wie ep ects weal Cand are aed eke de Sghair Ould M BARECK 
(appointed July 6) 








OUTGOING NISTERS: 














































































































Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations................ Hamoud Ould M' HAMED 
Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sidi El MOUSTAPH 
DSTO Seco: seis 6s Sh enfeees ak aes ganic er ah Sse aoa nd-etetceory, Aenean aang Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Economic Affairs & 

Development....Abdallahi Ould Souleymane Ould Cheikh SIDYA 
BUC aE OTs siete. ie cite. eligi eee 8s ecg lee edie cece bea alc Aboubekrine Ould AHMED 
BPTI SS, che esas Sse sen LS scissor smt bese se etd rake ger adh dayne borane ie Boidiel Ould HOUMEID 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy.............. Ahmedou Ould AHMEDOU 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation.............. Mohamed Ould TOLBA 
Health, Social Af fats... sce a ae aceteleie se wele es Mahmoud Ould JAAFAR 
Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.. Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould CHEIKH AHMED 
USCIS Ss 4, is, ud -ahaccaed um ane ane Gene: Sewer anaes acm eneeecdacs Sghair Ould M BARECK 
Minding) &- INGust By since aid cpr eean doe ol acces ace Zeidane Ould H' MEYDA 
Rural Development & Environment................ Bocar Soule BA 
Secretary-General 

to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, Craft; & TOUPrTSMi ai. wee Isselmou Ould Abdel KADER 
Tans port, - SUppPUIreS's Loe cukte ase ie as eNeueee wi kee bok woe ee Diabira BAKARY 
Waters, “ENGL G Vie. ainsi oreind sesisisesenan ese wrecsy arene: wrisiae: se everseienaereeneus Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governor............... Sidi El Mokhtar Ould NAJI 








NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (20) 7542 
7968. 








End Government List). 


Document Iba0000020030707dz7700ykj 


@markit 


Mauritania - President Appoints New Mauritanian Prime Minister 


Kate Luxford 

255 words 

7 July 2003 

WMRC Daily Analysis 

WDAN 

English 

Copyright 2003, World Markets Research Centre Limited. All Rights Reserved 


Following the unexpected resignation of the government of prime minister Cheikh el Avia Ould Mohamed 
Khouna, President RISSSUpSONIESIN ARNE GHEGE yesterday (6 July) appointed Sghair Ould M'Barek as 
prime minister. The new PM, who was justice minister in the previous administration, is thought to have 
begun talks immediately to form a new government. According to his supporters, M'Barek is a lawyer who is 
known for his Arab nationalist sympathies. He is a member of Taya's ruling Republican Democratic and 
Social Party (PRDS) and has served in nine different ministerial portfolios under Taya's leadership. In June, 
he was appointed PRDS's federal secretary for Nouakchott following the arrest of the previous secretary 
during investigations into last month's failed coup attempt (see Mauritania: 19 June 2003: Government 
Cracks Down on Suspected Plotters of Mauritanian Coup). 


Frequent changes in government personnel have unsettled the political process in Mauritania: Knouna 
replaced Mohamed Lamine Ould Guig as prime minister in November 1998 in an apparently populist 
measure; that change followed four cabinet reshuffles since Guig's appointment, reflecting competition for 
power within the PRDS. Participation within the ruling party is the only channel for political influence in the 
absence of an effective opposition movement. Significance: No explanation has been given for the reshuffle, 
but it may well be an attempt by Taya to sure up his support base ahead of November's presidential elections 
and purge anyone suspected of weakness during the coup attempt. 
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Nouakchott, Jul 07, 2003 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via 
COMTEX) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya on Sunday named his Justice Minister, 
Sghaier Ould Mbarek, as the new Prime Minister replacing Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna, the latest 
in a string of changes within the ruling establishment since last month's failed coup. 


Mbarek, a 56-year old lawyer who served before as health and social affairs minister, education minister, 
rural development and environment minister, was named in a decree signed by Taya in the capital, 
Nouakchott. No official reason was given for the changes. 


He replaced Khouma, who served as Prime in 1995-97 and again from 1998 till Sunday. But analysts 
described the appointment as "political", saying Mbarek appointment resulted from two major political 
considerations. 


First was to the issue of Mauritania's legacy of slavery which was abolished in the Islamic West African state 
in 1980, ending the use of members of the Harratin community or "black" Moors as slaves and servants. 


Mbarek is the first "Harratin" to occupy such a high post. His nomination, the analysts said, represented the 
government's latest attempt to promote human rights and equality among the nation's 2.5 million inhabitants 
who comprise Harratins, "white" Moors and Black Africans. 


The second consideration was an attempt by Taya, who has been in power since 1984, to win over voters 
from Mbarek's home region of Hodh Ech Chargu. The eastern Mauritanian region comprises a large 
population who are among the poorest in the country. They often complain of being marginalized. 


Unidentified armed men attempted to topple Taya on 8 June. But the coup attempt was put down after two 
days of heavy fighting in Nouakchott. The coup attempt against Taya, who came to power through a military 
coup of his own making 19 years ago, came after a month-long crackdown on Islamic militants and opposition 
leaders in general. 


Taya had close links with the deposed Iraqi leader Sadaam Hussein. But he distanced himself from Baghdad 
after Iraq's 1991 invasion of Kuwait and developed close links with the US and Israel instead. In 1999, 
Mauritania became only the third member of the Arab League to establish full diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state, a move that proved widely unpopular at home. 


Meanwhile Mauritanians will have the opportunity to vote for the country's first female presidential candidate, 
43-year old businesswoman, Aicha Mint Jiddana during presidential elections on 7 November. In a country 
where women are restricted according to Islamic laws, her candidature is seen as breaking a taboo. 


Jiddana is campaigning for the promotion women's rights, ending female genital mutilation and forced 
marriage, among other things. She is a former member of Taya's Democratic and Social Republican Party. 
Taya is expected to seek a further six-year term as the leader of this desert nation. 


Copyright UN Integrated Regional Information Networks. Distributed by All Africa 


Global Media(AllAfrica.com) 


KEYWORD: Mauritania. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, July 13 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president, who survived a coup attempt last month, has 
accused Islamists in the northwest African country of inciting people to support the failed uprising. 


Renegade soldiers in the mainly Muslim country came close to toppling President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
Taya on June 8, but they were defeated after two days of fighting. The official death toll was 15. 


"The assailants made the troops believe that the presidency had been attacked by looters," the pro-Western 
president said on Saturday at the formal opening of an iron mine. 


"At the same time, people in the mosques and elsewhere incited the population to rise up against the 
authorities by presenting the coup plotters as protectors of Islam and saying it was everybody's duty to join 
them," he added. 


The coup attempt followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab nationalist Baath 
party sympathetic to Saddam Hussein amid signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer who had been 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. He is now on the run. 


Mauritania, a largely desert country straddling black and Arab Africa, established full diplomatic relations with 
Israel in 1999 - only the third Arab League state to do so. 


Taya said he was surprised by the coup attempt. 


"| could not imagine for a second that one would attempt to destabilise a government which guided the 
country towards democracy," he said, warning that the consequences of the uprising were serious. 


"It could drag the country into civil war, which would open the way to intervention by foreign forces under the 
cover of peacekeeping," he said. 


Several high-ranking officials were detained after the coup, which was the most serious challenge to Taya's 
rule since his own coup in 1984. Taya also dismissed top army officials. 


Most of those dismissed or detained came from the same eastern region as the accused coup plotters. 


Document Iba00000200307 13dz7d00b9n 


REUTERS 





Islamic charities say Mauritania has shut them. 


164 words 

21 July 2003 

11:26 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 


NOUAKCHOTT, July 21 (Reuters) - Mauritania, which blamed Islamists for inciting a failed coup attempt last 
month, has ordered the closure of two Saudi Arabian Islamic charities, one of the organisations said on 
Monday. 


The attempted coup by renegade soldiers on June 8 followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists and activists of 
the pan-Arab Baath party sympathetic to Saddam Hussein amid signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, whose country's economy could be revolutionised by oil reserves 
discovered offshore, accused Islamists of inciting support for the coup bid, the most serious challenge to his 
rule since his own coup in 1984. 


A representative of the Saudi Preaching Centre said it and another Islamic charity, the Global Islamic Rescue 
Organisation, had been visited by government officials on Sunday who served them with official notices 
ordering them to close. 


Government officials were not immediately available for comment. 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Official name 

Republique islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state 

Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system 

Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 
National legislature 


The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower house, the National 
Assembly, with 81 deputies 


National elections 


October 2001 (National Assembly); December 1997 (presidential); next election due in November 2003 
(presidential) 


Head of state 


President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya OuldSid'Ahmed Taya was re-elected in 


December 1997 

National government 

The president and his appointed Council of Ministers; last reshuffle November 2001 

Main political parties 

A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti republicain democratique et 


social (PRDS), Action pour le changement (AC), Rassemblement pour la democratie et I'unite (RDU), Union 
des forces democratiques (UFD) and Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD) 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Prime minister Sghair Ould M'Bareck 

Key ministers 

Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Baba Ould Sidi 

Culture & Islamic affairs: Lemrabott Ould Mohamed Lemine 
Economic affairs & development: Abdallahi Ould Cheikh Sidiya 


Finance: Boidiel Ould Houmeid 


Fisheries & the maritime economy: Anmedou Ould Anmedou 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Ould Tolba 

Health & social affairs: Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Jafar 
Information & parliamentary relations: Hamoud Ould M'Hamed 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheikh Anmed 
Justice: Sghair Ould M'Bareck 

Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H'Meyda 

National defence: Kaba Ould Elewa 

Rural development & environment: Ba Soule Bacar 
Secretary-general at the Presidency: Mohamed Lemine Ould Guig 
Trade, crafts & tourism: Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 

Transport & equipment: Diabira Bakary 

Water & energy: Moustapha Kane 

Central Bank governor 

Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh 

SOURCE: Country Report 


EIU Viewswire 23 Jul 2003, Part 7 of 19 
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Former president Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidallah has said that he will contest the presidential elections 
scheduled for 7 November 2003, against incumbent President ARSE TSA. Haidallah 
was deposed 19 years ago in a coup led by President Taya. The former president is thought to have retained 
support among Islamic religious leaders and also within the business community. At least six other 
presidential candidates will contest the polls, including for the first time a female candidate. The elections are 
going ahead despite the recent turbulence following a coup attempt earlier this year, in which at least 15 
people were killed and a number of others injured. President Taya has publicly accused local Islamic 
fundamentalists of being behind the coup attempt by sections of the army. 


The action followed a government crackdown on suspected Islamic militants, which saw 36 people charged 
with 'plotting against the constitutional order’, incitement to damage security at home and abroad, and of 
belonging to illegal organisations. Taya, who came to power in 1984, announced in May his intention to run 
for a third term. Significance: Haidallah will likely pose the biggest challenge to President Taya in November's 
polls and, importantly, is said to have the support of a number of religious leaders, which could help boost his 
support base. This challenge comes hot on the heels of the coup attempt in June, which marked the most 
serious challenge to Taya's presidency. 
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Former president Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla has said that he will contest the presidential elections 
scheduled for 7 November 2003, against incumbent President MnEHTRA. Haidalla 
was deposed 19 years ago in a coup led by President Taya. The former president is thought to have retained 
support among Islamic religious leaders and also within the business community. At least six other 
presidential candidates will contest the polls, including for the first time a female candidate. The elections are 
going ahead despite the recent turbulence following a coup attempt earlier this year, in which at least 15 
people were killed and a number of others injured. President Taya has publicly accused local Islamic 
fundamentalists of being behind the coup attempt by sections of the army. 


The action followed a government crackdown on suspected Islamic militants, which saw 36 people charged 
with 'plotting against the constitutional order’, incitement to damage security at home and abroad, and of 
belonging to illegal organisations. Taya, who came to power in 1984, announced in May his intention to run 
for a third term. 


Significance: Haidalla will likely pose the biggest challenge to President Taya in November's polls and, 
importantly, is said to have the support of a number of religious leaders, which could help boost his support 
base. This challenge comes hot on the heels of the coup attempt in June, which marked the most serious 
challenge to Taya's presidency. 
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Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya announced Wednesday he would stand for a third 


term in office in elections in November. 


"According to a desire expressed on various occasions by a growing number of individuals.., | have decided 
to be a candidate to the post of the president of the republic," he said in a statement. 


Taya has ruled the northwest African country since 1984 when he took power in a coup. He was elected 
president in a multi-party poll in 1992 and was re-elected in 1997. The leader will now run for a third six-year 
mandate. 


Ould Taya won the 1997 election in the first round after the vote was boycotted by the radical opposition 
party. 


A spokesman for his Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) had announced in May it had 
nominated Ould Taya as its candidate to contest the first round of the presidential election on November 7. 


hos/jf/wdb. 
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ATTENTION - ADDS background /// 


Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya announced Wednesday he would stand for a third 


term in office in November elections. 


"According to a desire expressed on various occasions by a growing number of individuals.., | have decided 
to be a candidate for the post of the president of the republic," he said in a statement. 


Taya has ruled the northwest African country since 1984 when he took power in a coup. He was elected 
president in a multi-party poll in 1992 and was re-elected in 1997. The leader will now run for a third six-year 
mandate. 


A spokesman for his Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) announced in May it had nominated 
Ould Taya as its candidate to contest the first round of the presidential election on November 7. 


Standing against Ould Taya will be former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who has the support of 
several political parties, and an independent candidate, Aicha Mint Jeddane, a former PRDS member. 


Ould Taya won the 1997 election in the first round after the vote was boycotted by the radical opposition 
party. 


The interior ministry announced on June 12 that the vote would go-ahead as planned despite an aborted 
coup four days earlier. 


The attempted coup was put down by forces loyal to the president after 36 hours of fighting in which 15 
people were killed and 68 wounded, according to official figures. 


hos/jf/wdb. 
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President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has officially announced his candidacy in presidential elections 


due to take place in November. The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party (PRDS) in May 
nominated Taya to run for a third term. He has been in power since launching a coup in 1984, although he 
was elected president in 1992 in a multi-party poll and was re-elected for another six-year mandate in 1997. 
The man he deposed in 1984, Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla, earlier this month announced that he 
would also be contesting the elections and is expected to draw support from Islamists, who have faced 
increasing government repression in recent months (see Mauritania: 7 August 2003: Former President to 
Contest Mauritanian Elections). Former PRDS member Aicha Mint Jeddane will stand as an independent 
candidate, while Moulaye El Hassan Ould Jiyid, head of the small Mauritanian Party for Renewal and 
Agreement, has also announced his candidacy. 


Significance: Although Taya is expected to win the November vote, given the PRDS' dominance of the 
political system, Haidalla could pose a significant challenge on the basis of the support of a number of 
religious leaders and opposition political parties. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 21 (Reuters) - Mauritania's president said late on Wednesday he would stand for 
re-election in November to extend his 19-year rule, just months after putting down an attempted coup that he 
blamed on Islamists. 


The June 8 uprising by renegade soldiers against the pro-Western Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was put 


down only after two days of fighting, in which the official death toll was 15. 


Taya said in a statement late on Wednesday that he would stand again in an election scheduled for 
November 7. 


Taya took power in a bloodless military coup in 1984 and won subsequent elections in 1992 and 1997 as 
civilian leader of the former French colony, sandwiched between the Sahara Desert and the Atlantic and 
spanning black and Arab regions of West Africa. 


Mauritania established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, becoming only the third Arab League state 
to do so. Opponents of the move have been involved in episodes of street violence. 


The June coup attempt followed the arrests of dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab nationalist 
Baath party sympathetic to Saddam Hussein amid signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former army officer who was 
dismissed for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. He is now on the run. 


Slavery was officially abolished in Mauritania barely two decades ago, and Taya named an emancipated 
slave, Sghair Ould M'Bareck, as his prime minister in the weeks after the coup bid. 
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INTRO: A key opposition leader in Mauritania has been released by presidential decree after spending more 
than two years in prison. Sarah Simpson reports from V-O-A's west Africa bureau in Abidjan. 


TEXT: The leader of the Mauritanian Popular Front, Mohamed Lenine Chbih Cheikh Malainine, has been 
freed under terms of a decree issued by the country's president, 


Mr. Malainine was arrested in April 2001 and ordered imprisoned for five years on charges of sabotage, 
terrorism and being a threat to the security of the state. 


He is not the only political prisoner of late to secure his release. Earlier this month, 90 soldiers who had been 
arrested after an attempted coup in June were also given their freedom. 


The releases are being seen as a sign that President Ould Taya is seeking to calm the nation's political 
atmosphere ahead of presidential elections now scheduled for November 7th. 


Previous elections, in 1997, were boycotted by Mauritania's radical opposition. 


Despite the legalization of political parties 10-years ago, President Ould Taya has ruled Mauritania with an 
iron fist. He seized power in a coup, and his style of governing since has earned him increasing criticism of 
late, particularly from Mauritania's religious leaders. 


Mauritania is a Muslim country, and its imams have considerable influence. 


The upcoming elections are expected to be hotly contested. President Ould Taya has announced he is 
seeking a third term in office. And former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, the man whom Mr. 
Ould Taya ousted in 1984, has announced his intention of running for the presidency. 


Mr. Ould Haidallah is believed to have strong support in Mauritania's religious and business communities, and 
he is seen as the favorite challenger to President Ould Taya. (SIGNED) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 25 (Reuters) - Mauritania granted provisional release on Monday to 41 Islamic leaders, 
detained on charges of threatening the security of the northwest African country, their lawyer said. 


The Islamists, some of whom had been in jail since May without trial, were released on the request of the 
public prosecutor, lawyer Brahim Ebetty said. 


It was not immediately clear whether the detainees would now be brought before a court. Ebetty said he 
would submit a motion for dismissal on Tuesday. 


Police sources said the detainees were suspected of using mosques to recruit youths for subversion and for 
having links with a foreign network of Islamic extremists. 


Dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab nationalist Baath party sympathetic to toppled Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein were arrested earlier this year in Mauritania amid signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war on 
lraq. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya also blamed Islamists for inciting support for a failed June 8 coup 


attempt, which constituted the most serious challenge to his rule since his own coup in 1984. 


Officials have said the man behind the plot was Saleh Ould Hanenna, a former officer who had been 
dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel. He is now on the run. 


Mauritania, a largely desert country, established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999 - only the third 
Arab League state to do so. 
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Exiled Mauritanian opposition leaders appealed Sunday to the people of the northwest African country to vote 
against President ec ouyCOUIASTAIAHMCATEVS, who is running for re-election next month. 


In a statement, the opposition leaders also appealed to public sector workers and army personnel not to 
follow government instructions on how to cast their votes. 


The communique urged Mauritanians to register to vote and to "expose any attempts at electoral fraud, 
whatever their nature". 


The statement was signed by exiled political figures including Abdoulaye Kebe, a former deputy; Jemil Ould 
Mansour, former mayor of the capital's Arafat district; and opposition leaders Mohamed Mahmoud Ould 
Maloum and Mohamed Baba. 


It came two months to the day before the vote in which President Ould Taya announced last month he will 
stand for re-election. 


Ould Taya has ruled Mauritania since he took power in a coup in 1984. He was elected president in the first 
multi-party poll in 1992, and re-elected five years later. 


The interior ministry announced on June 12 that the November vote would go ahead as planned, despite a 
failed coup attempt four days earlier. 


The uprising was put down by forces loyal to the president after 36 hours of fighting in which 15 people were 
killed and 68 wounded, according to official figures. 


Standing against Ould Taya will be former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who has the support of 
several political parties; Aicha Mint Jeddane, an independent candidate and former member of Ould Taya's 
ruling PRDS; Ahmed Ould Daddah, an opposition leader; Moulaye Hacen Ould Jeyed, a former presidential 
contender; and Isselmou Ould Moustapha, a prominent businessmen. 


cs/Imf/gd. 
Document AFPRO000020030907dz9700239 





129 Mauritania military officers appear in court over failed coup attempt. 


64 words 

7 September 2003 

Agence France Presse 

AFPR 

English 

Copyright Agence France-Presse, 2003 All reproduction and presentation rights reserved. 

One hundred and twenty nine military officers suspected of having participated in a failed coup attempt in 
Mauritania on June 8 were brought before the court on Sunday, a court official said. 


The attempt to overthrow President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya was quashed after 36 hours of fighting. 
str-cs/rl/ec. 
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ATTENTION - ADDS details, background /// 


The trial began on Sunday of 129 Mauritanian army officers accused of mounting a June coup attempt in 
which 15 people were killed in the west African country, a court official said. 


Ahmed Ould Isselmou, deputy chief prosecutor of Mauritania's supreme court, read out charges of high 
treason, conspiracy against the constitutional order, assassination and sabotage against the soldiers. 


Forces loyal to President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya quashed the June 8 rebellion within 36 hours, 


leaving 15 people dead and another 68 injured, according to official figures. 
All of the officers on trial are below the rank of general. 


Most of the suspected leaders of the coup attempt are still on the run, with international arrest warrants 
issued for their capture. 


Qatari satellite channel television channel al Jazeera last Tuesday broadcast a recorded message from the 
two main alleged ringleaders, Mohamed Ould Cheikhna and Saleh Ould Hanenna, in which they said they 
were launching a new armed movement called "cavaliers of change". 


They also warned the Mauritanian government not to harm fellow soldiers who had been apprehended for 
their alleged involvement in the coup attempt. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania, Sept. 7 -- One hundred and twenty-nine Mauritanian Army officers went on trial 
today accused of mounting a coup attempt on June 8 in which 15 people were killed, a court official said. 


Charges of high treason, conspiracy against the constitutional order, assassination and sabotage were read 
out against the soldiers. 


Forces loyal to President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya crushed the rebellion within 36 hours. Most 


suspected leaders of the attempted coup have international arrest warrants issued for their capture. Al 
Jazeera, the Arab channel, broadcast a recorded message on Tuesday from the two supposed ringleaders in 
which they said they were starting a new armed movement. 
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The head of opposition party the People's Progress Alliance, Messoud Ould Boulkheir, has called for 
international observers to monitor the country's presidential elections in November in order to guarantee ‘that 
the democratic exercise is correct and transparent’. He added that his party has written to the government 
and the European Union (EU) about the issue of international observers and went on to call on all presidential 
candidates to agree to a code of electoral conduct. Boulkheir, who is the country's first presidential candidate 
to be descended from slaves, is set to run against six other candidates: the incumbent, 

' ; former president Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla; independent candidate Aicha Mint 
Jeddane; the head of the small Mauritanian Party for Renewal and Agreement, Moulaye El Hassan Ould 
Jiyid; opposition leader Anmed Ould Daddah; and prominent businessmen Isselmou Ould Moustapha. 


Significance: Despite Boulkheir's request, the chances of international observers monitoring the elections 
appear slim, given broad Western support for the government. Taya, who has been criticised by international 
human rights groups for suppressing opposition, is expected to retain his post but could face a real challenge 
from Haidalla, who is said to have significant support among Islamists. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 14 (Reuters) - The mothers, daughters and sisters of 129 soldiers detained in 
connection with a failed June coup in Mauritania accused two army officers on Sunday of torturing the 
accused men. Hundreds of the soldiers' female relatives staged a sit-in on Saturday outside the courthouse in 
the capital Nouakchott, demanding to see the detainees. 


In a statement on Sunday, the women said the soldiers were tortured by two lieutenant colonels before being 
taken to prison in the northwest African country. 


They described the treatment as a "serious violation of human rights" and demanded the officers be brought 
to justice. 


The government has denied allegations of torture. 


The 129 soldiers are charged with "high treason, assassinations, sabotage and plotting against the 
constitutional order." 


They are due to be tried in an ordinary court but a date has not yet been set. 


Renegade soldiers in the mainly Muslim country came close to toppling President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
on June 8 but they were defeated after two days of fighting. It was the most serious challenge to Taya's 
rule since his own coup in 1984. 


Taya accused Islamists of backing the coup bid, which took place after the arrest of dozens of Islamists and 
activists of the pan-Arab nationalist Baath party sympathetic to former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein amid 
signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (030917) 
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* 7 November 2003 - Parliamentary Election. 
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(Elected 12 Dec 97 for six-year term) 
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(appointed July 6) 
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Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sidi El MOUSTAPH 
DEP ONOS Soi tuserercninie tetas Wy dub halen es aiahis! Gusset tenet cadens Kaba Ould ELEWA 
Economic Affairs & 

Development....Abdallahi Ould Souleymane Ould Cheikh SIDYA 
POU Cai 1 OM yo. Saisie sens var Dice saves as a tose End eel eee Aboubekrine Ould AHMED 
Bel Dea OSs 4, 625 Ande, auibeardcaard racemes a ecue au acme Som auaeaatoae Boidiel Ould HOUMEID 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy.............. Ahmedou Ould AHMEDOU 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation & Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations................. Mohamed Ould TOLBA 
Health, Goce: APLAILSS. cexced ciliates al Stewed dose Mahmoud Ould JAAFAR 
Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications..Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould CHEIKH AHMED 
QUST Sis secceiadisaece evs eae erieisessetgiear whan pbnceieudieeineee ariece Rae eee Sghair Ould M BARECK 
Maenaingy: 98> TMs ty S50 eeucvece: S2ecdueis, aoe dom. oe est aie Zeidane Ould H' MEYDA 
Rural Development & Environment................ Bocar Soule BA 
Secretary-General 

to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 
Trade, -Craét,. 6 TOULUS Mises. sie aretece cc tce Isselmou Ould Abdel KADER 
Transport, SUPPUPSS end acne Sake eo Mew oe ae aera kes Diabira BAKARY 
IGRI ey TST OLY ipso aise seis secs ter Sebines cakhnruas Serie ile obese ol euro Sar dae serio terse Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Central Bank Governor..............-.- Sidi El Mokhtar Ould NAJI 








NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (20) 7542 
7968. 








End Government List). 
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FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


At the end of April, the government announced that the forthcoming presidential election would be held on 
November 7th. A few days later, the ruling Parti republicain democratique et social (PRDS), nominated 

‘Ahmed Taya as the party's presidential candidate. Although the last presidential election 
in December 1997 was boycotted by most opposition parties, it seems that several of them will participate this 
time. So far, Moulaye El Hassan Ould Jiyid, president of the small Parti mauritanien pour le renouveau et la 
concorde, and Aicha Mint Jeddane--the first female presidential candidate in the country, who has decided to 
run as an independent--have confirmed that they will stand. Although five of the eight parties that formed the 
opposition alliance, Cadre unitaire de l'opposition (CUO) in October 2002, have signed a common document 
that outlines their common electoral programme, it is still not clear whether they will reach an agreement to 
present a single candidate. 


SOURCE: Country Report 
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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


On June ‘st the president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, dismissed the governor of the central bank 


(Banque centrale de Mauritanie), Ba Saidou Moussa, who had been appointed only in January 2003, 
following an allegations of illicit enrichment against the previous governor, Yahya Ould Atigh. Although no 
official reason was given for the dismissal, the rapid depreciation of the ouguiya against the euro since the 
beginning of the year and the failure of the central bank to reduce the spread between the official and parallel 
market exchange rates through more active intervention may have played a part on this decision. Mr Moussa 
has been replaced by Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh, previously secretary to the Treasury. Mr Ould Tabakh is 
expected to be more interventionist on the foreign- exchange market while maintaining the tight monetary 
policy of his predecessors. 


SOURCE: Country Report 
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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
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The June 8th coup attempt caused considerable unease within the oil industry. Oil exploration firms had 
previously considered Mauritania to be relatively stable (regional conflicts include the Casamance rebellion in 
Senegal and the fight for independence by the Polisario Front in Western Sahara), with a strong government 
supporting the establishment of foreign investment. However, the quick restoration of the government's 
authority and the guarantees provided by the president, Maaouya Ould Sid , have helped to 
restore confidence. 


Australia's Woodside--operator of blocks A and B--announced that the coup attempt would not delay the 
development of the Chinguetti and Banda fields (in early 2003 an Australian oil company, Hardman 
Resources, which holds 21.6% of Block A, raised its estimate of the reserves in Chinguetti field). The drilling 
of two exploration wells and one development well should begin in August, undertaken by a Norwegian 
contractor, Smedvig. However, Roc Oil (also Australian), which holds 2.4% of Block A, has remained cautious 
about the commercial viability of the discoveries, highlighting that a decision on whether to develop the fields 
will be taken after the drilling is completed and the results are assessed. 


SOURCE: Country Report 


EIU ViewsWire 30 Sep 2003, Part 21 of 64 
Document EIUCP00020031001dz9u0007h 


@markit 


Government Says International Observers Welcome to Monitor Presidential Elections in Mauritania 


177 words 

9 October 2003 

WMRC Daily Analysis 

WDAN 

English 

Copyright 2003, World Markets Research Centre Limited. All Rights Reserved 


Abdi Ould Horma of the Interior Ministry has said that the government does not object to a proposal to allow 
international election monitors to be present during the 7 November presidential elections. The suggestion 
was made last month by the head of opposition party the People's Progress Alliance. Horma, the ministry's 
director of local communities, said the government is keen for the election to be held in ‘total transparency’. 
He added that 1.7m people had so far registered to vote. Six candidates are set to contest the vote against 
the incumbent, igeouya Cull Sid Ahmed Taya, with the country's first female presidential candidate, Aicha 
Mint Jeddane, officially registering yesterday (8 October). 


Significance: Although the way now appears to be open to international election monitors, no foreign country 
or international organisation has as yet offered to be present. Regardless of the presence of monitors, Taya, 

who has been criticised by international human rights groups for suppressing opposition, is expected to retain 
his post. 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Official name 

République islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state 

Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system 

Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 
National legislature 


The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower house, the National 
Assembly, with 81 deputies 


National elections 


October 2001 (National Assembly); December 1997 (presidential). The next presidential election is due in 
November 2003. The next legislative election is due in 2006 


Head of state 


President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya was re-elected in 


December 1997 

National government 

The president and his appointed Council of Ministers; last reshuffle July 2003 

Main political parties 

A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti républicain démocratique et 
social (PRDS), Alliance populaire progressiste (APP), Rassemblement pour la démocratie et l’unité (RDU), 


Union des forces démocratiques (UFD), Front populaire mauritanien (FPM), Union des forces du progrés 
(UFP), Parti pour la liberté, l’egalité et la justice (PLE) and Rassemblement des forces démocratiques (RFD) 


President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya 

Prime minister Sghair Ould M’Bareck 

Key ministers 

Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Baba Ould Sidi 

Culture & Islamic affairs: Lemrabott Ould Mohamed Lemine 


Economic affairs & development: Abdallahi Ould Cheikh Sidiya 


Finance: Mahfoud Ould Mohamed Ali 

Fisheries & the maritime economy: Anmedou Ould Anmedou 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Ould Tolba 

Health & social affairs: Hama Ould Soueiloum 

Information & parliamentary relations: Hamoud Ould M’Hamed 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Kaba Ould Elewa 
Justice: Diabira Bakary 

Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H’Meyda 

National defence: Mohamed Ould Jaafar 

National education: Aboubekrine Ould Anmed 

Rural development & environment: Mohamed Mahmoud Ould: Valili Ould Abidine 
Secretary-general of the government: Diallo Abou Moussa 
Trade, crafts & tourism: Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 

Transport & equipment: Ba Bocar Soule 

Water & energy: Moustapha Kane 

Central Bank governor 

Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh 

SOURCE: Country Report 
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Returning after 10 years in exile in France, controversial opposition figure Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Maloum 
arrived in Mauritania on Sunday (12 October), ahead of the 7 November presidential elections. Maloum 
recently created a new political party, the Movement for Citizenship and Democracy (MCD), following the 
dissolution of the clandestine Conscience and Resistance Party; in the past, Maloum has advocated change 
in Mauritania 'by any means’. However, he is not planning to contest the presidency, and has instead pledged 
his support to former president Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who announced his candidacy in August 
(see Mauritania: 7 August 2003: Former President to Contest Mauritanian Elections). 


Significance: Haidalla is tipped to pose the biggest challenge to the incumbent, President Maaouya Ould 
Sid'Al , having secured the support of a number of religious leaders. The return of Maloum could 


also attract further support for Haidalla, but Taya is expected to retain his post. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 15 (Reuters) - Mauritania's first president Moktar Ould Daddah has died in a Paris 
hospital after suffering respiratory problems, a government statement said on Wednesday. 


Born in 1924, Daddah, the northwest African country's first leader after independence from France in 1960, 
died during the night. 


His body is due to be flown to Mauritania on Saturday where it will be buried in the village where he was born. 


Daddah ruled the arid, sparsely populated country for nearly 18 years mostly under a one-party system 
before being overthrown in a bloodless coup in 1978, in which current President hassure ONSET 


Taya took a key role. 


Despite identifying the mostly Muslim nation with Arabic North Africa, Daddah is best remembered for trying 
to unify the country's biracial, dispersed and partly nomadic population of two million people. 


During his term as president, Daddah nationalised the country's iron-ore mines, introduced a national 
currency and made Arabic an official language alongside French. 


Once out of office, he was linked to his half-brother Anmed Ould Daddah's opposition party - the Union of 
Democratic Forces-New Era. 


Daddah returned to Mauritania two years ago after 23 years of exile spent mainly on the French Riviera. 
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COUNTRY VIEW 
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OVERVIEW: The expected win of the current president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, in the presidential 


election to be held on November 7th 2003 will see a continuation of the government. Real GDP is forecast to 
rise by 5% in 2004. Tight fiscal and monetary policies and a more interventionist exchange-rate policy will 
help to reduce the average inflation rate to around 4% in 2004-05. The ouguiya is forecast to depreciate to an 
average of UM295:US$1 in 2004 and UM305:US$1 in 2005 as import demand remains strong. 


DOMESTIC POLITICS: The incumbent, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, is expected to win (in the first 
round) the presidential election on November 7th 2003. This will see a continuation of the government, led by 
the Parti republicain democratique et social (PRDS), during 2004-05 (the next legislative election is not 
expected until 2006). The immediate post-election period is expected to pass quietly, given that the president 
has tightened security following the unsuccessful coup on June 8th. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: Relations with Morocco and other North African countries will strengthen as 
the government seeks greater economic co-operation. However, relations with some Arab countries, 
especially Saudi Arabia, may cool because of the country's crackdown on Islamists. US support will remain 
strong. However, Mauritania may decide to damp down relations with Israel, especially since the US roadmap 
to peace in the Middle East has made little progress, as they are severely undermining Mr Ould Taya's 
domestic support. 


POLICY TRENDS: Economic policies for reducing poverty, supported by the World Bank and the IMF, will 
continue in 2004-05, but will be only partly successful. However, the IMF's approval of a new US$8.8m 
three-year poverty reduction and growth facility (PRGF) in July signals its resolve to help the government with 
structural reform efforts. The new PRGF agreement stresses the need to improve budget management, 
reinforce banking supervision and establish a code of ethics in the civil service. 


INTERNATIONAL ASSUMPTIONS: A world economic recovery is under way. We expect world GDP growth 
(on a purchasing power parity basis) to rise to 3.9% in 2004. However, the recovery will remain fragile and 
our forecasts still suggest that the OECD will take until late 2004 to reach a trend pace of growth. In 2005 
growth will rise to 4.1%. The prices of Mauritania's main exports--iron ore and fish--will remain relatively 
depressed owing to oversupply. 


ECONOMIC GROWTH: Real GDP growth is forecast to rise by 5% in 2004, driven by a rebound in 
agriculture and livestock following a drought, continued growth in services, donor-funded infrastructure 
projects (which will boost activity in the construction sector) and some oil-related activity. In 2005 growth will 
rise by 6% as faster growth in the EU increases demand for iron ore. Oil activity is expected to increase to the 
point where production may commence. 


INFLATION: The ouguiya's depreciation over 2004-05 will introduce cost-push pressures into the economy. 
However, fiscal policy is expected to remain relatively tight and will, along with the expectation of the central 
bank maintaining a prudent monetary policy, help to reduce the average inflation rate to around 4% in 2004. 
Barring poor weather, which will increase food prices, we forecast that average inflation will remain at around 
4%. 


EXCHANGE RATES: The ouguiya is forecast to depreciate to an average of UM295:US$1 in 2004 as import 
demand remains robust. Pressures on the currency will ease in 2005, although the ouguiya is forecast to 
depreciate to an average of UM305:US$1. The ouguiya has depreciated strongly against the euro since the 
beginning of 2003, owing to shortages of foreign exchange and speculation by traders. 


EXTERNAL ACCOUNT: The current-account deficit is forecast to narrow to 3% of GDP in 2004, largely as a 
result of the decline in drought-related food imports. The deficit will widen to 4% of GDP in 2005 as oil-related 
infrastructure imports grow. Two commodities--iron ore and fish--will continue to account for around 99% of 
exports. Exports will increase only moderately in 2003, since European demand for iron ore will remain 
depressed; fish exports are not expected to increase, as output remains stagnant. 


SOURCE: Country outlook 
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Significance The onset of the election campaign comes five months after an 
unsuccessful coup attempt by members of the army. A victory for President Taya 
would confirm his grip on power. 

Implications The first week of campaigning has been dominated by the 
President, who has used public officials and buildings in his re-election bid. 
Opposition candidates have fewer avenues for campaigning and newspapers critical 
of the government have been muzzled. 

Outlook The absence of independent election monitors, combined with the 
incumbent's campaign advantages and the possibility that the poll could 
ultimately be rigged, point towards a victory for Taya, which would mean 
continued economic reforms but slow moves towards further democratisation. 











Six Candidates to Contest Poll 


Campaigning for the 7 November presidential election got underway last week and will continue until two 
days before the vote. If no candidate wins more than 50% of the vote in the first round, a run-off will be held 
two weeks later between the two leading candidates from the first round. The incumbent, President 

‘Ahmed Taya, faces five challengers, of whom only one is considered a significant threat. While the 
challengers are all promising greater democracy and the rooting out of corruption in government, voters are 
expected to cast their votes on the basis of ethnic allegiances and candidates' personalities. 


Presidential Candidates 
President 
Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya President Taya seized power in a coup in 1984 and 
was elected president in Mauritania's first multi-party poll in 1992. He was 
re-elected in 1997. He is now 62-years old and heads the ruling Democratic and 
Social Republican Party (PRDS). 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla Haidalla, who is 72-years old, was deposed 
by Taya 19 years ago after four years as president and is seen as the 
President's most significant rival. Although poorly organised, his campaign has 
wide backing, with supporters ranging from Islamic activists to political 
parties, including the Movement for Citizenship and Democracy (MCD). 
Ahmed Ould Daddah Daddah is around 70-years old and head of 
the opposition Union of Democratic Forces - New Era (UFD/NE). He is a veteran 
politician and may have received a boost from the recent commemoration of his 
half-brother, the country's first president, Moktar Ould Daddah, who died this 
month. 
Messaoud Ould Boulkheir 70-year old Boulkheir is head of the 
opposition group Action for Change (AC) and the first descendant of slaves to 
run for the presidency. About 40% of the population are freed slaves 
(Harratins); 30% are white Moors (Bidans), the country's traditional rulers; and 
30% are black Africans. Although the AC was banned in 2002, Boulkheir continues 
to sit in the 80-seat parliament as one of 11 opposition MPs. 
Moulaye El Hassan Ould Jiyid A former presidential contender and mayor 
of the northern iron-mining town of Zouerate, 50-year old Jiyid heads the small 
Mauritanian Party for Renewal and Agreement. 
Aicha Mint Jeddane Jeddane, 43, is a businesswoman and the 
first woman to run for president in Mauritania. A former PRDS member but now 
running as an independent, she has campaigned against forced marriages and 
female circumcision but is not expected to poll well in the highly traditional, 
Islamic society. 














Undermining the Opposition 


Despite the government's promises that the election will be free and fair, the first week of campaigning 
suggests that the incumbent, President Taya, has no qualms about using his control over state institutions 
and the media to push his election bid. A spokesman for Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla has accused Taya 
of taking over public buildings and spaces to promote his campaign, claiming that official figures such as the 
army chief of staff and a supreme court justice are campaigning on his behalf. Meanwhile, the President's 
campaign manager, Hamoud Ould M'Hamed, sought to undermine opposition candidates by declaring on 
Monday (27 October) that Daddah, Boulkheir and Haidalla are staggering their campaign rallies in order to 
‘fool public opinion about their actual ability to mobilise the masses’. Noting that in the 2001 legislative and 
municipal elections opposition candidates ran in only 39 of the country's 216 districts, M'Hamed asked, 'By 
what miracle will it hope only two years later to achieve a better score?". 


Democracy on Display? 


Mauritania has technically been a multi-party democracy since 1991. However, given the government's 
historic repression of public and political opposition, coup attempts are one of the few existing avenues for the 
expression of opposition to government policy and for changing the country's leadership. Serving to illustrate 
this point is the fact that since gaining independence in 1960, power has only ever changed hands as a result 
of violence. Although the President has gradually led the country towards democracy since 1991, human 
rights groups and opposition politicians have consistently spoken out against the government's 
heavy-handedness. 


The opposition boycotted the last presidential election in 1997 and, while opposition figures have decided to 
participate in the coming poll, few believe it will be truly free and fair. Political freedoms remain strictly limited 
and the government earlier this month withdrew from sale four weekly newspapers after objecting to their 
content. The US-based Human Rights Watch has criticised Taya for harassing opposition members - by 
arresting dozens of Islamist leaders and opposition politicians on charges of involvement in terrorist activities 
- and raised concerns about the transparency of next month's vote. However, there is little chance of 
extensive oversight. Although the Interior Ministry said earlier this month that the government did not object to 
the Action for Change's proposal to allow international election monitors into the country, the President's 
campaign manager declared on Monday that Mauritania's democracy is 'sufficiently mature’ that it can do 
without observers. The government has also prevented local civil society groups from organising an 
independent election monitoring body. 


However, M'Hamed said that diplomats and other foreigners could freely observe the voting. The US 
Embassy has also announced that an eight-member team of US election observers has arrived in the country 
and expressed hope that the vote will take place in ‘full transparency’. New voting procedures, introduced 
following the 2001 elections, will also make it more difficult for Taya to rig the election. The issuing of new 
voter cards has made it more difficult for voters to falsify their identity; the names of the country's 1.1m voters 
have been published on the internet; and it will be difficult to stuff the transparent ballot boxes. Nevertheless, 
the absence of a significant number of independent election observers means that the possibility of a rigged 
vote cannot be ruled out. 


Outlook and Implications 


Incumbents rarely lose presidential elections in Africa; a victory for Taya appears inevitable. The fact that he 
has been president for 19 years, combined with his control over the state media and use of public buildings 
and officials for campaigning, means he is beyond doubt the most high-profile candidate. The opposition vote 
is divided among five candidates and, although the country remains desperately poor, Taya is able to point to 
a track record of economic reform and growth (see Mauritania: 14 October 2003: Poverty Persists in 
Mauritania Despite Successful Economic Reforms). 


The election is going ahead despite fears that the political instability caused by the June coup attempt would 
see the vote postponed (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt 
in Mauritania). Following the attempted putsch by disgruntled army officers, WMRC downgraded Mauritania's 
Political and Security Risk Ratings to 3.5 and 2.5 respectively; a solid victory for Taya is expected to result in 
the restoration of the country's pre-coup attempt risk ratings. Although the President's control over the army - 
a key state institution - has been diminished by June's events, he remains firmly in control of other organs of 
state, particularly the judiciary. Barring any further army attempts to seize power, an election victory will 
secure Taya's control over the country for another five years. 


WMRC Contact Kate Luxford (kate. luxford@wmrc. com). 


Document WDAN000020031030dzau00003 


REUTERS 





Mauritania police search opposition leader's home. 


By Ibrahima Sylla 

285 words 

3 November 2003 

07:34 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania searched the house of an opposition presidential 
candidate for weapons on Monday, a spokesman for the candidate said, days before polling in the 
coup-prone West African country. 


Witnesses said police surrounded the house of Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler of the 
Islamic republic, but left empty-handed after the search. 


Haidalla seized power in 1980 but four years later was ousted by President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


in a coup. 


Since independence from France in 1960, power has never changed hands through the ballot box in 
Mauritania. 


Haidalla is seen as Taya's strongest challenger in Friday's presidential election, which comes only five 
months after loyalist forces put down an attempted coup after two days of street fighting in the capital 
Nouakchott. 


"They searched the house, seeking military people and weapons that were supposed to be there," Ely Ould 
Sneiba told Reuters. "On the eve of a crucial poll for Mauritania...we condemn this act which is a 
provocation." 


Haidalla, 63, has assembled a broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals, 
the people Taya blamed for the foiled coup attempt in June. 


Like Taya, he hails from the "Bidan" Moorish community, which has formed the ruling elite since 
independence. 


Pro-Western Taya, an observant Muslim, has performed a stunning diplomatic about-turn over the past 
decade, shifting from supporting former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel in 1999. 


That has made him unpopular with Arabs in his country, which straddles black and Arab Africa. Besides 
Haidalla, four other opposition candidates are contesting the election. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Mauritanian police searched the house of an opposition presidential 
candidate and seized two assault rifles on Monday, a spokesman for the candidate said, days before polling 
in the coup-prone West African country. 


A spokesman for Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler of the Islamic republic, said one of 
the guns was a gift and that Haidalla had borrowed the second to give to his bodyguard. 


Police said they had seized guns and ammunition but did not specify from where. 


Haidalla, 63, is seen as President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's strongest challenger in Friday's 
presidential election, which comes only five months after loyalist forces put down an attempted coup in two 
days of street fighting in the capital Nouakchott. 


Haidalla seized power in 1980 but four years later was ousted by Taya in a coup. 


He has assembled a broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals, the 
people Taya blamed for the coup attempt in June. 


"We have a tradition of keeping weapons at home, either for hunting or target shooting," Haidalla's 
spokesman Ely Ould Sneiba told Reuters. 


He had earlier said that no weapons had been seized during the search, denouncing it as a provocation 
ahead of the poll. 


Since independence from France in 1960, power has never changed hands through the ballot box in 
Mauritania. 


Police said in a statement they had carried out searches in several places after some Haidalla aides told 
them extremists in his camp may have stashed weapons in houses and mosques. 


They said some Haidalla aides were concerned that the extremists, including Islamic radicals, might revolt if 
the election results were not in Haidalla's favour. 


Pro-Western Taya, a practising Muslim, has performed a stunning diplomatic about-turn over the past 
decade, shifting from supporting former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel in 1999. 


That has made him unpopular with Arabs in his country, which straddles black and Arab Africa. Like Taya, 
Haidalla hails from the "Bidan" Moorish community, which has formed the ruling elite since independence. 


Besides him, four other opposition candidates are contesting the election. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 4 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania arrested the son of a leading opposition presidential 
candidate on Tuesday, a move the candidate's camp called an attempt at intimidation ahead of Friday's 
presidential poll. 


Police arrested Sid'Anhmed Ould Haidalla, 25, a day after they seized two guns from the home of his father, 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler of the coup-prone West African nation and 
presidential candidate. 


Haidalla has assembled a broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals, the 
people President REA Aa blamed for a foiled coup in June. The uprising was 
crushed after two days of street fighting in the capital Nouakchott. 


"(He) was involved in acts of intimidation and threats with the aim of damaging peace and public security," the 
police said in a statement about the arrest of Haidalla's son, who has previously served time in prison for 
minor crimes. 


A spokesman for Haidalla, 63, who is seen as Taya's strongest challenger, said his camp would not be 
provoked by the arrest. 


"It's in the same spirit of intimidation that Haidalla's son has been arrested, after having searched his father's 
house yesterday," Haidalla's spokesman Ely Ould Sneiba told Reuters. 


Haidalla seized power in 1980 but was ousted four years later by Taya. Since independence from France in 
1960, power has never changed hands through the ballot box in Mauritania. 


Pro-Western Taya, a devout Muslim, has performed a stunning diplomatic about-turn over the past decade, 
shifting from supporting former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with Israel in 
1999. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 5 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania said on Wednesday they had arrested the second son 
of a top opposition presidential candidate, hours after his younger brother was detained and two days before 
the tension-filled vote. 


The arrest is the latest blow to former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla's campaign to replace 
President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who has ruled for 19 years. 


"This arrest aims to scupper the November 7 vote," Haidalla's spokesman Ely Ould Sneiba said. Haidalla, 63, 
is widely seen as Taya's strongest challenger in Friday's presidential poll in the coup-prone mainly Muslim 
nation. 


Tensions have been rising ahead of the vote, which takes place five months after renegade soldiers tried to 
seize power in a coup that was put down after two days of fighting. 


Police said in a statement that Sidi Mohamed Ould Haidalla was arrested for "disinformation and incitement to 
hatred". It did not give any further details. 


Sneiba said Sidi Mohamed, a human rights activist, was detained at a police station in the capital Nouakchott 
on Tuesday night as he visited his brother, Sid'Ahmed, who was arrested earlier for "acts of intimidation and 
threats." 


Haidalla seized power in 1980 but was ousted four years later by Taya. Since independence from France in 
1960, power has never changed hands through the ballot box in Mauritania. 


For this poll, Haidalla has assembled a broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic 
radicals, the people Taya blamed for the foiled coup. 


Pro-Western Taya, an observant Muslim, has performed a stunning diplomatic about-turn over the past 
decade, shifting from supporting former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel in 1999. 
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The stakes have been raised prior to Friday's (7 November) presidential elections with a heavy-handed police 
raid on the home of opposition candidate and one-time head of state Mohammed Kouna Ould Haidalla. 
Police raided Haidalla's home on Monday (3 November) and seized two weapons, returning the next day to 
arrest his son Sid' Ahmed for ‘intimidating and threatening acts'. The raids provoked a demonstration, called 
for midday today in the capital, Nouakchott, in which supporters of all three opposition candidates intended to 
participate. However, AFP reports that the protest was broken up with tear-gas as soon as demonstrators had 
assembled. Meanwhile, and somewhat implausibly, a presidential spokesman has attacked the 
‘anti-democratic’ methods of the opposition. 


Significance: President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's use of the security forces seems now to have 
gone far beyond the reasonable precautions onlookers might expect in the aftermath of a recent attempted 
coup (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt in Mauritania). 
Nevertheless, despite the raised tensions due to the police raid and protest march, both government and 
opposition continue to claim that they will respect the result of a transparent election. It will be interesting to 
see how far this pledge holds when the winners and losers emerge. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania's pro-Western leader Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya faces 
the biggest electoral test of his 19-year reign in a presidential poll on Friday, five months after quashing a 
coup attempt he blamed on Islamists. 


Although Taya remains favourite to win, diplomats say the former army colonel who seized power in a 1984 
putsch is for the first time facing a credible, well-supported opposition which could push the vote to a tense 
second round. 


Among his five challengers are the man Taya toppled in 1984, a descendant of slaves and the first woman to 
run for president in the coup-prone Islamic republic which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Taya has ruled the country with an iron fist over the last decade and performed a stunning diplomatic 
about-turn - shifting from support for former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel. 


Taya's rapprochement with the United States and Israel has made him unpopular with Arabs at home. 


At his last rally on Wednesday, Taya promised prosperity for his people if they voted for him. Mauritania is a 
poor country, but many hope for riches from the discovery of offshore oil. 


The vast desert state of just 2.9 million people is almost twice as big as former colonial power France but has 
little more than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


"On November 7 vote for Maaouya, because he will win on that day," Taya told thousands of supporters 
gathered in the dusty heat in the capital Nouakchott's stadium. 


Men in white or pale blue robes and women in bright veils, some sporting designer sunglasses and clutching 
stylish handbags, listened to the speech. Supporters waved banners reading "Taya, courage and wisdom" or 
"Taya, a clear horizon". 


CRACKDOWN ON ISLAMISTS 


The June 8 attempted coup by renegade soldiers, which was put down after two days of fighting in 
Nouakchott, followed a crackdown on Islamic militants seen as sympathetic to Saddam amid signs of unrest 
after the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 


Analysts say Taya's strongest rival in Friday's election is Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military 
ruler who was president from 1980 to 1984 before Taya ousted him in a coup. 


Taya went on to win elections in 1992 and 1997. Opponents boycotted the last poll saying it would be rigged. 


Power has never changed hands in Mauritania through the ballot box, but Haidalla has assembled a broad 
coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals. 


Like Taya, he hails from the light-skinned "Bidan" Moorish community, which has formed the ruling elite of 
Mauritania since independence from France in 1960. 


Haidalla's camp has accused Taya's backers of intimidation after police searched his house for guns and 
arrested two of his sons. Haidalla's campaign director said on Wednesday they would only accept official 
results tallying with their own breakdown. 


The second main challenger to Taya is Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the son of black African labourers 
enslaved by the Arabs before Mauritania officially banned slavery in 1981. 


Boulkheir is the first presidential candidate to hail from the "Harratin" black Moorish community - traditionally 
a social underdog. He wants Mauritania to sever ties with Israel. 


For candidate FACTBOX, please. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania holds a presidential election on Friday, five months after 
pro-Western President Anne put down an attempted coup that he blamed on 
Islamists. 

Following are some key facts about Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 

* Almost all Mauritania's 2.9 million people are Muslims and it is officially an Islamic Republic. 


* Most of Mauritania is desert. It is almost twice as big as former colonial power France, but has little more 
than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


* Light-skinned Moors have dominated government since independence in 1960. Black Africans make up 
about one third of the population. 


* Slavery was Officially banned in 1981, but human rights groups say some forms persist. 


* President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has ruled since a 1984 coup. He won elections in 1992 and 


1997 and is standing for re-election on Friday. 
* The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party holds just over half the seats in the National Assembly. 
* During the 1991 Gulf War, Mauritania supported Iraq but then rebuilt ties with rich Gulf Arab nations. 


* Mauritania did not openly back the U.S. war to remove Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein but did not denounce it 
either. 


* Mauritania became only the third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, 
despite widespread popular opposition. 


* Main products are fish, livestock and iron ore. Offshore oil reserves promise to revolutionise the economy. 
* Ethnic Imragen fishermen catch fish in the warm shallows of the Atlantic with the help of dolphins. 

* Aid agencies have warned of possible famine in some areas after years of inadequate rainfall. 

* Average annual per capita income was $370 in 2002. 

* Average life expectancy at birth is 52 years. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya faces five 


challengers in Friday's election, including a former military ruler, a slave descendant and the first woman to 
run for president. 


Here are brief profiles of the candidates: 


MAAOUYA OULD SID'AHMED TAYA - Mauritania's leader, 62, seized power in 1984 and was elected 


president in the Islamic republic's first multi-party poll in 1992. Re-elected in 1997 when opposition boycotted 
poll. Over the past decade Taya has shifted from supporting former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to 
becoming one of Israel's closest Arab allies. In June, Taya's forces put down an attempted coup, which he 
blamed on Islamists. 


MOHAMED KHOUNA OULD HAIDALLA - The former military ruler, 63, was ousted by Taya in 1984 after four 
years as president. Seen as Taya's strongest rival, he has a broad coalition of supporters ranging from 
reformist liberals to Islamic radicals. Like Taya he hails from the light-skinned "Bidan" Moorish community, the 
ruling elite since independence. 


MESSAOUD OULD BOULKHEIR - Boulkheir, 59, is the son of black African labourers enslaved by the Arabs. 
He is the first presidential candidate from the "Harratin" black Moorish community, traditionally the underdog 
of Mauritania's society. A lively speaker, he says he represents the dispossessed and wants Mauritania to cut 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 


AHMED OULD DADDAH - The brother of the country's first president, Mouktar Ould Daddah, who died last 
month, he is a veteran politician and head of the opposition Union of Democratic Forces-New Era. A 63-year 
old former central bank governor, he has worked as an economist for the World Bank. 


AICHA MINT OULD JIDANE - The 42-year-old businesswoman is the first woman to run for president in 
Mauritania. Running as an independent, Jidane has campaigned against forced marriages and female 
circumcision but faces resistance in a highly conservative, Islamic society. 


MOULAYE EL HASSAN OULD JIYID - Former engineer trained in the former Soviet Union Jiyid, 52, came to 
prominence as the mayor of the northern iron-mining town of Zouerate. Campaigned for a more rigid 
application of the Islamic sharia law. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania detained a leading opposition presidential candidate 
on Thursday, the eve of a presidential election in the coup-prone West African country, his spokesman said. 


The spokesman for former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who is seen as the strongest 
challenger to President HERae CUINSId NANCE TENS said police came to Haidalla's house and took him 
to their headquarters. 


"They went to his house and forced him to go with them," said Ely Ould Sneiba, speaking by telephone from 
outside the police station where Haidalla was being held. He said he did not know why Haidalla had been 
taken in. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania detained a leading opposition candidate on the eve of 
Friday's presidential poll on suspicion of plotting to grab power in the coup-prone West African nation, the 
state prosecutor said. 


Former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who is seen as the strongest challenger to President 
Maaouya Ould Sid , was taken to police headquarters on Thursday along with senior members 
of his campaign staff. 


"They have set about preparing a plot to take power illegally through violence...by putting together their 
government several days before the vote," prosecutor Mohamed El Gaith Ould Oumar told reporters, 
speaking in Arabic. 


Tensions have been rising ahead of the election, which takes place five months after renegade soldiers tried 
to depose Taya in a coup that was crushed after two days of fighting. 


Haidalla seized power in 1980 but was ousted four years later by Taya. Since independence from France in 
1960, power has never changed hands in Mauritania through the ballot box. 


For this poll, Haidalla has assembled a broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic 
radicals, the people Taya blamed for the foiled coup. 


Haidalla supporter Abdallah Ould Mohamed said he saw armed police come to Haidalla's house on Thursday 
and drag the presidential candidate down some stairs before taking him away. 


"They went to his house and forced him to go with them," said Haidalla's spokesman Ely Ould Sneiba, shortly 
before being detained in the same police station as Haidalla. 


The prosecutor detained six members of Haidalla's team including his campaign manager, although Sneiba 
was not on the list. It was not clear if the six had been formally charged. 


The police cordoned off the station in the capital Nouakchott where Haidalla is being held, diverted traffic 
away from the building and pushed back a handful of supporters. 


So far this week, the police have searched Haidalla's house, seizing two guns, and arrested two of his sons, 
all moves his camp has said are designed to scupper the election. 


Although Taya remains favourite to win, diplomats say the former army colonel who seized power in a 1984 
putsch is for the first time facing a credible, well-supported opposition which could push the vote to a tense 
second round. 


Taya, in office for 19 years, has ruled the country with an iron fist and has performed a stunning diplomatic 
about-turn - shifting from support for former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel. 


Taya's rapprochement with the United States and Israel has made him unpopular with Arabs at home. 
(Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania released a leading opposition candidate late on 
Thursday after detaining him for a few hours on the eve of a tension-filled presidential election in the desert 
West African nation. 


Former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, seen as the strongest challenger to incumbent 
President Mazouya Ould Sict , was briefly detained along with five campaign staff on suspicion 
of plotting to seize power. 


"I'm calling on all of my supporters to go and vote tomorrow," Haidalla told Reuters by telephone after his 
release. 


"This is part of the intimidation that the regime has started against us over the past few days," he said, adding 
he had refused to answer questions without a lawyer present. 


All those detained with Haidalla were also released. 


Friday's poll has been sullied by allegations of foul play and comes just five months after renegade soldiers 
tried to depose Taya in a coup that was swiftly crushed. 


Haidalla, who grabbed power in 1980 before being ousted four years later by Taya, has assembled a broad 
coalition of backers ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals. 


Taya, who has been in office for 19 years, has ruled the former French colony with an iron fist and power has 
never changed hands through the ballot box since independence in 1960. 


But he angered some Arabs at home after he performed a stark diplomatic about-turn - shifting from support 
for former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with Israel and moving close to the 
United States. 


During the campaign, diplomats said although Taya remained favourite, for the first time he faced a credible, 
well-backed opposition which could push the vote to a tense second round. 


INTIMIDATION 


Taya faces four other challengers including a descendant of slaves and the first woman to run for president in 
the Islamic republic, a land of nomads and shifting sands. 


At his last rally on Wednesday, Taya promised prosperity for his people if they voted for him. Mauritania is a 
poor country, but many hope for riches from the discovery of offshore oil. 


The vast desert state of just 2.9 million people is almost twice as big as former colonial power France but has 
little more than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


The opposition has accused Taya of rigging past elections and had complained of intimidation during this 
campaign. 


So far this week, the police have searched Haidalla's house, seizing two guns, and arrested two of his sons, 
all moves his camp has said are designed to scupper the election. 


On Thursday, witnesses said armed police took Haidalla from his house and rounded up five other leading 
members of his campaign, including a businessman. 


The businessman refused to leave his house when the police arrived so they fired about a dozen tear gas 
canisters into the building, injuring three people, and then stormed the house and took the man away, 
witnesses said. (Additional reporting by Silvia Aloisi, Luc Gnago). 


Document LBA0000020031 106dzb6004jy 


REUTERS 





UPDATE 1-Mauritanian opposition candidate freed - police. 


225 words 

6 November 2003 

11:08 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 6 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania released a leading opposition candidate late on 
Thursday after detaining him for a few hours on the eve of a tension-filled presidential election in the desert 
West African nation. 


Former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla walked out of the capital's main court house a "free 
man", police officials told Reuters. He had earlier been detained along with five campaign staff on suspicion 
of plotting to seize power. 


"I'm calling on all of my supporters to go and vote tomorrow," Haidalla told Reuters by telephone after his 
release. 


All those detained with him were also released, his legal aide said. 


Tensions have been rising ahead of Friday's presidential election, which takes place five months after 
renegade soldiers tried to depose President Naaouya ONIASid ARMedLTaVS in a coup that was crushed 
after two days of fighting. 


Haidalla, who grabbed power in 1980 before being ousted four years later by Taya, has assembled a broad 
coalition of backers ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals and is seen as the president's strongest 
rival. 


Taya, who has been in office for 19 years, has ruled the former French colony with an iron fist and power has 
never changed hands through the ballot box since independence in 1960. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 7 (Reuters) - Mauritania's main opposition candidate in Friday's presidential election, 
who was briefly detained by police on the eve of the poll, said he would not have victory snatched away by 
fraud. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is facing his toughest electoral test after 19 years in power, with 
five challengers gunning to remove him from office. Diplomats say he may be forced to contest a tense 
second round. 


Taya has ruled the former French colony with an iron fist since he ousted his main challenger, Mohamed 
Khouna Ould Haidalla, from the presidency in 1984. Power has never changed hands through the ballot box 
since independence in 1960. 


Police grabbed Haidalla at his home on Thursday and the state prosecutor said he was suspected of plotting 
to take power by force again, rather than through the democratic process. 


Released late on Thursday with no charge, the former military ruler issued a warning ahead of polling, which 
starts on Friday at 7 a.m. (0700 GMT). 


"If the election is regular, | will be the first to recognise that I've lost, if I've lost, but | will not let them steal my 
victory,” he told Reuters. He did not elaborate. 


Mauritania is a poor country straddling black and Arab Africa with little more than 800 km (500 miles) of 
paved roads. But many hope the discovery of offshore oil will enrich its 2.9 million inhabitants. 


Taya angered some Arabs at home after he performed a stark diplomatic about-turn - shifting from support for 
former lraqi President Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with Israel and moving close to the 
United States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


For the election, Haidalla, who first seized power for himself by force in 1980, has assembled a broad 
coalition of backers ranging from reformist liberals to Islamic radicals. 


Friday's poll has been sullied by allegations of foul play and the opposition, which includes a descendant of 
slaves and the first woman to run for president in the Islamic republic, has accused Taya of rigging past 
elections. 


"My message to my people is to go to the polls in large numbers and make sure there is no fraud," Haidalla 
said. 


(Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


Voting starts in Mauritania's presidential election on November 7th, some six months after the army 
suppressed an attempted coup designed to oust the incumbent, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, was put 
down by the army. Tensions have been rising in the country, with police tear-gassing an opposition rally in the 
capital, Nouakchott, and the security forces alleging that opposition supporters have been stockpiling arms so 
as to foment instability should Mr Ould Taya win again. 


It is certainly the case that Mr Ould Taya faces stronger opposition than in the 1997 presidential poll (when he 
won 90% of the votes cast), notwithstanding the fact that several attempts by the opposition alliance, Cadre 
unitaire de l'opposition, to propose a common presidential candidate proved unsuccessful. One key rival is 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, who gained power through a military coup in 1980 and remained president 
until 1984 when Mr Ould Taya--then his army chief of staff--ousted him. He has remained largely outside the 
political scene for the past two decades and has not been a member of any political party. Despite standing 
as an independent, Mr Ould Haidallah has quickly gained support from a significant proportion of the 
electorate, as well as a number of opposition parties--including the Union des forces du progres and the Parti 
pour la liberte, l'egalite et la justice--and influential Islamic leaders. Indeed, Mr Ould Haidallah will almost 
certainly present the biggest challenge to the incumbent--a perception that is if anything reinforced by the 
arrest of two of his sons, and security forces' allegations that he and his supporters have been hiding illegal 
weapons. 


There are two other main opposition candidates: 


Ahmed Ould Daddah, who leads the Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD). Mr Ould 
Daddah--brother of the first president of Mauritania, Mokhtar Ould Daddah--stood as presidential candidate in 
the 1992 election, where he came second with more than 30% of the votes cast, but decided to boycott the 
1997 election. Although he remains a popular figure among certain groups, his position has been severely 
weakened following the decision by 23 prominent members of the RFD to leave the party and join forces with 
Mr Ould Haidallah because they resented Mr Ould Daddah's inflexible leadership style. 


Messoud Ould Boulkheir, a member of the Alliance populaire progressiste (APP) and the leading figure of the 
haratine (former slave) population. Mr Ould Boulkheir was forced to merge his former party, Action pour le 
changement (AC) with the APP--formerly mainly an Arab grouping--after the AC was accused of promoting 
social hatred and unrest. Although Mr Ould Boulkheir has calmed his political discourse, he was one of the 
most prominent critics of the US-led attack on Iraq, and has continued to promise to take strong action 
against any form of slavery still persisting in the country and promote stronger integration with its West 
African neighbours. Although he is expected to gain significant support from the haratine and black African 
population, he is unlikely to upset the status quo. 


In fact, it still seems most likely that Mr Ould Taya will win the presidential poll, probably in the first round. 
Recent changes within the government and the ruling Parti republicain democratique et social have been 
designed to gain increased support from the electorate by presenting a more moderate and regionally 
representative image. It is certainly the case that there is still substantial popular discontent with Mr Ould 
Taya's foreign policy decisions, particularly within urban areas--in 1999 Mauritania became the third country 
of the Arab League to establish diplomatic relations with Israel, while the government has collaborated closely 
with US intelligence services in the "war on terror"--but the president enjoys the support of the party network 
and privileged access to state resources. This, combined with a moderate level of repression of the 
opposition and the co-option of several moderate opposition parties, should guarantee his re-election. 
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MAURITANIA: A leading opposition candidate was arrested on the eve of today's presidential election on 
suspicion of plotting to grab power in the coup-prone West African nation. The former military ruler, Mohamed 
Khouna Ould Haidalla, the strongest challenger to President ‘AKAROA EGE, was held with 
senior members of his campaign staff. Mr Haidalla seized power in 1980 but was ousted in 1984 by Mr Taya. 
Since independence from France in 1960, power has never changed hands in Mauritania through the ballot 
box. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 7 (Reuters) - Mauritania's long-standing leader expects to be re-elected in the first 
round of Friday's presidential election, a poll which opposition candidates say was marred by massive fraud. 


"Favourable trends are emerging, and barring a major surprise we should win the election in the first round," 
President Maaouya Ould Sid’ AhmedTaya's spokesman said a few hours after polling booths shut. 
Taya's main challenger Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla had earlier condemned what he said was flagrant 


fraud, such as ballot box stuffing and the use of false voting cards, but he stopped short of rejecting the 
results outright. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from in France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 


"The assessment of fraud and irregularities is flagrant. People are not hiding it. It's happening in broad 
daylight," said Cheikh Ould Horma, Haidalla's deputy campaign manager. 


"If this fraud has these dimensions, the election cannot be recognised," he told a news conference before 
polling ended. 


Haidalla, a former military ruler who was ousted by Taya in a coup 19 years ago, was dragged away by police 
on the eve of the poll and detained briefly along with senior members of his campaign team on suspicion of 
plotting to seize power again. 


On the day, voting was peaceful. Veiled women and men in flowing robes queued quietly to cast their ballots. 
Later at night, the centre of the capital Nouakchott was bristling with police in trucks, some in full riot gear, 
others armed. 


TAYA AHEAD IN THE TOWNS 


Taya has ruled with an iron fist since he ousted Haidalla in 1984, romping home with a huge margin in a 1992 
poll and winning again easily in 1997 when the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs in a nation which straddles black and Arab Africa when he made an abrupt 
diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United 
States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


In a poor, crowded suburb of Nouakchott called Arafat, home to some of the Islamic radicals who have 
backed Haidalla against Taya, heated debates raged on Friday about Mauritania's relations with Israel. 


However Taya's spokesman Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal said the president had done particularly well there, 
winning more than three times as many votes as Haidalla, as well as in other large towns which are 
traditionally opposition strongholds. 


Some 1.1 million people are registered to vote in a nation stretching from the dunes of the Sahara to the 
Atlantic Ocean. The Interior Ministry said the estimated turnout was between 40 and 50 percent by 
mid-afternoon. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches. 


"We want a change for a better future, because there are problems here. There is poverty, unemployment, 
corruption and bad management of resources," said Marian Mint Aicha, 18. 


If no candidate achieves more than 50 percent in the first round, there will be a run-off between the two top 
candidates. 


For candidate FACTBOX, please. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 7 (Reuters) - Mauritanians voted in a presidential election on Friday, five months after 
pro-Western President ‘Ahmed Taya put down an attempted coup that he blamed on 
Islamists. 


Following are some key facts about Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 
* Almost all Mauritania's 2.9 million people are Muslims and it is officially an Islamic Republic. 


* Most of Mauritania is desert. It is almost twice as big as former colonial power France, but has little more 
than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


* Light-skinned Moors have dominated government since independence in 1960. Black Africans make up 
about one-third of the population. 


* Slavery was Officially banned in 1981, but human rights groups say some forms persist. 


* President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has ruled since a 1984 coup. He won elections in 1992 and 


1997 and is standing for re-election on Friday. 
* The ruling Democratic and Social Republican Party holds just over half the seats in the National Assembly. 
* During the 1991 Gulf War, Mauritania supported Iraq but then rebuilt ties with rich Gulf Arab nations. 


* Mauritania did not openly back the U.S. war to remove Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein but did not denounce it 
either. 


* Mauritania became only the third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, 
despite widespread popular opposition. 


* Main products are fish, livestock and iron ore. Offshore oil reserves promise to revolutionise the economy. 
* Ethnic Imragen fishermen catch fish in the warm shallows of the Atlantic with the help of dolphins. 

* Aid agencies have warned of possible famine in some areas after years of inadequate rainfall. 

* Average annual per capita income was $370 in 2002. 

* Average life expectancy at birth is 52 years. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 7 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya faces five 


challengers in Friday's election, including a former military ruler, a slave descendant and the first woman to 
run for president. 


Here are brief profiles of the candidates: 


MAAOUYA OULD SID'AHMED TAYA - Mauritania's leader, 62, seized power in 1984 and was elected 


president in the Islamic republic's first multi-party poll in 1992. Re-elected in 1997 when opposition boycotted 
poll. Over the past decade Taya has shifted from supporting former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to 
becoming one of Israel's closest Arab allies. In June, Taya's forces put down an attempted coup, which he 
blamed on Islamists. 


MOHAMED KHOUNA OULD HAIDALLA - The former military ruler, 63, was ousted by Taya in 1984 after four 
years as president. Seen as Taya's strongest rival, he has a broad coalition of supporters ranging from 
reformist liberals to Islamic radicals. Like Taya he hails from the light-skinned "Bidan" Moorish community, the 
ruling elite since independence. 


MESSAOUD OULD BOULKHEIR - Boulkheir, 59, is the son of black African labourers enslaved by the Arabs. 
He is the first presidential candidate from the "Harratin" black Moorish community, traditionally the underdog 
of Mauritania's society. A lively speaker, he says he represents the dispossessed and wants Mauritania to cut 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 


AHMED OULD DADDAH - The brother of the country's first president, Mouktar Ould Daddah, who died last 
month, he is a veteran politician and head of the opposition Union of Democratic Forces-New Era. A 63-year 
old former central bank governor, he has worked as an economist for the World Bank. 


AICHA MINT OULD JIDANE - The 42-year-old businesswoman is the first woman to run for president in 
Mauritania. Running as an independent, Jidane has campaigned against forced marriages and female 
circumcision but faces resistance in a highly conservative, Islamic society. 


MOULAYE EL HASSAN OULD JIYID - Former engineer trained in the former Soviet Union Jiyid, 52, came to 
prominence as the mayor of the northern iron-mining town of Zouerate. Campaigned for a more rigid 
application of the Islamic sharia law. 
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NOUAKCHOTT - Veiled women and men in flowing robes voted in Mauritania's presidential election after the 
main opposition candidate was briefly detained by police on suspicion of plotting to take power by force. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is facing his toughest electoral test after 19 years in power in the 


Islamic republic, with five challengers seeking to remove him from office. Diplomats say he may be forced to 
contest a second round. 


BUJUMBURA - Former Hutu rebels made their first official visit to Burundi's capital in the clearest sign yet of 
political reconciliation after a decade of civil war that has killed 300,000 people. 


Hussein Radjabu, secretary general of the Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD), accompanied South 
African Deputy President Jacob Zuma on the landmark visit to Bujumbura. 


ALGIERS - The leader of the Western Saharan Polisario Front independence movement, Mohamed 
Abdulaziz, said he would release 300 of the Moroccan prisoners his group is holding in Algeria from a 
1975-91 war. 


Abdulaziz said the release, expected on Friday, was in response to a request from Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi and to mark the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 


ROME - Italian workers detached the top section of an ancient obelisk looted from Ethiopia by fascist troops 
in 1937, in the first major step towards sending the monument back and healing a long-running diplomatic 
spat. 


The granite column, believed to be about 2,000 years old, was taken from the holy city of Axum in northern 
Ethiopia when Italian dictator Benito Mussolini launched an invasion of the east African country. 
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TIKRIT, Iraq - A U.S. Black Hawk helicopter crashed near Saddam Hussein's hometown in Iraq, killing six 
people on board, and U.S. soldiers said it had been probably been shot down with a rocket-propelled 
grenade. 


If confirmed to have been attacked by guerrillas, it would be the third U.S. helicopter shot down in two weeks. 


The U.S. military said two U.S. soldiers had also been killed in the northern city of Mosul. 


ANKARA - Turkey has decided against deploying troops to help its NATO partner the United States secure 
postwar Iraq, a government source said. 


The Turkish parliament last month approved a deployment motion following a U.S. request to send troops to 
Iraq. But Iraq's Governing Council, a body set up by the U.S. administration, has expressed disapproval of the 
Turkish troop deployment plan. 


COLOMBO - A defiant Sri Lankan prime minister unleashed a wave of public support when he returned 
home, saying a peace bid with Tamil rebels at the heart of a power struggle with the island's president must 
stay on track. 


Fresh from receiving a seal of approval for his peace bid in the United States, Ranil Wickremesinghe was 
mobbed by rapturous crowds, garlanded with flowers and bowed to a group of Buddhist monks after he 
stepped off a plane in Colombo. 


BERLIN - Germany's opposition-controlled upper house of parliament voted to temporarily block tax cuts 
aimed at boosting the economy, arguing government plans to finance them were "immoral" given a record 
federal deficit. 


The Bundesrat upper house also voted to block labour market reforms that lie at the heart of Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder's "Agenda 2010" package of reforms aimed at reviving Europe's largest economy after 
three years of stagnation. 


GAZA - Israeli troops killed a 10-year-old Palestinian boy and three militants in Gaza as the army eased a 
West Bank blockade in a bid to bolster Palestinian Prime Minister Anmed Qurie ahead of possible peace 
moves. 


The boy, Mahmoud al-Qayed, was killed by a shell fired by an Israeli tank in the Gaza Strip near the Israeli 
agricultural community of Nahal Oz while hunting for birds with a net tied to a string, a witness and medics 
said. 


WASHINGTON - The U.S. Postal Service shut down 11 postal facilities in the Washington area after 
preliminary tests indicated possible anthrax at a U.S. Navy mail handling center, officials said. 


The Navy closed the automated mail handling operation at its naval air station in Washington on Thursday to 
run additional tests after sensors detected traces of a substance that could be anthrax, a Navy spokeswoman 
said. 


JAKARTA - Indonesia warned against foreign meddling after the United States, Europe and Japan expressed 
concern over Jakarta's decision to extend martial law in rebellious Aceh province. 


Indonesia extended martial law in Aceh, on the northern tip of Sumatra island, for six months on Thursday 
and shortly afterwards the three main aid donors issued a joint statement saying they hoped the emergency 
would end as soon as possible. 


TOKYO - Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi looks set to lead Japan's ruling coalition to victory in an election 
on Sunday but time bombs that could jolt his government in the weeks ahead are ticking away in the 
background. 


Whether they explode or not, Koizumi will face a host of troublesome issues, including an influence-peddling 
scandal that could ensnare ruling party members, the sensitive dispatch of Japanese troops to Iraq, anda 
feeble banking system. 


TAIPEI - With an aggressive assertion that Taiwan is a separate country from China, President Chen 
Shui-bian declared his bid for re-election, raising the issue of the island's sovereignty to try to boost his 
chances. 


The high-stakes strategy is likely to deepen the political gulf between supporters of Taiwan independence 
and those who back reunification. It could also provoke a backlash from China, which might work to Chen's 
advantage, analysts said. 


KABUL - The al Qaeda network has stepped up activity along the Afghan-Pakistan border, opening a "second 
front" to divert U.S. military resources and attention from Iraq, Afghanistan's interior minister said. 


Ali Ahmad Jalali said some recent attacks on U.S. forces, especially in the east of the country, had been 
carried out by foreign al Qaeda fighters, as opposed to native Taliban militia. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Veiled women and men in flowing robes voted in Mauritania's presidential electio after the 
main opposition candidate was briefly detained by police on suspicion of plotting to take power by force. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is facing his toughest electoral test after 19 years in power in the 


Islamic republic, with five challengers seeking to remove him from office. Diplomats say he may be forced to 
contest a second round. 


LONDON - Britain's public was agog over perhaps the most bizarre royal scandal yet - the case of what 
Prince Charles says he didn't do. 


After days of feverish speculation that a bombshell was about to detonate in the press, the heir to the throne 
sent his private secretary to deny he had done something apparently so outrageous that nobody is allowed to 
say what it was, or wasn't. 
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TIKRIT, Iraq - A U.S. Black Hawk helicopter crashed in Iraq, killing all six people on board, and U.S. soldiers 
said it had probably been shot down by a rocket-propelled grenade. 


Apache attack helicopters scoured the area around the crash site in Tikrit, 175 km (110 miles) north of 
Baghdad, hunting for guerrillas near Saddam Hussein's hometown who may have brought down the Black 
Hawk. 


ANKARA - Reversing an earlier decision, Turkey said it would not deploy troops to help the United States 
secure postwar Iraq after encountering strong opposition from the U.S.-appointed Iraqi Governing Council. 


Political analysts said the move would expose the problems U.S. forces are having in restoring order in lraq 
but said it should not harm ties between NATO allies Washington and Ankara. Turkish financial markets 
shrugged off the announcement. 


MANILA - A former head of the Philippine Air Transport Office (ATO) seized control of the control tower at 
Manila's airport over complaints about corruption, aviation and security officials said. 


Panfilo Villaruel, a former pilot and air force officer, entered the tower just before midnight on Friday with two 
armed bodyguards and told employees to leave, an ATO official and a senior security official at the airport 
told Reuters. 


COLOMBO - Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga, locked in a power struggle with her prime 
minister, called for all political parties to join her in forming a national government. 


"| call upon all parties in parliament...to join me to form a grand alliance...with the objective of forming a 
government of national reconciliation," she said in a televised address to the nation, three days after she 
sacked three cabinet ministers and suspended the legislature. 


RIYADH - The United States said that guerrillas were close to carrying out attacks in Saudi Arabia and that 
U.S. diplomatic missions in the Gulf Arab state would close on Saturday to review the security situation. 


An advisory by the U.S. embassy in Riyadh said: "The embassy continues to receive credible information that 
terrorists in Saudi Arabia have moved from the planning to operational phase of planned attacks in the 
kingdom. 


LONDON - Britain's public was agog and its newshounds salivating over perhaps the most bizarre royal 
scandal yet - the case of what Prince Charles says he didn't do. 


After days of feverish speculation that a bombshell was about to detonate in the press, the heir to the throne 
sent his private secretary to deny he had done something apparently so outrageous that nobody is allowed to 
say what it was, or wasn't. 


But with scandal-mad newspapers feasting on the non-tale, the endless torment of the House of Windsor 
looked set to go on. 


PARIS - President Vladimir Putin ended a European tour apparently unbruised by challenges to an 
uncompromising stand on Chechen separatism and a legal campaign against Russia's largest oil company. 


The biggest fallout from Putin's forthright dismissal on Thursday of any threat to Russian democracy was a 
new row between Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, the Kremlin leader's ardent ally, and European 
Commission head Romano Prodi. 


GAZA - Israeli troops killed a 10-year-old Palestinian boy and three militants in the Gaza Strip, but eased a 
West Bank blockade to try to bolster Palestinian Prime Minister Anmed Qurie and encourage peace moves. 


Palestinians said the removal of the Ein Arik checkpoint, linking several Palestinian villages to the city of 
Ramallah, was the first real sign that Israel was implementing a pledge it made on Wednesday to ease a 
blockade around West Bank cities. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's opposition candidates slammed a presidential poll even before booths had 
closed, saying flagrant fraud had undermined the voting. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's main challenger, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, denounced 


what he said were ballot box stuffing, the use of false voting cards and the exclusion of opposition 
representatives from polling booths. 


WASHINGTON - A U.S. Air Force translator who worked at the Guantanamo Bay prison camp for al Qaeda 
and Taliban suspects will face a court-martial on charges of spying and aiding the enemy but will not be 
sentenced to death if convicted, the Air Force said. 
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COURT UPHOLDS SPYING SENTENCE 
RUSSIA'S Supreme Court today upheld a scientist's suspended eight-year sentence for spying for the US. 


Anatoly Babkin, 72, a professor at Moscow's Bauman Technical University, was convicted of providing 
sensitive information about a high-speed torpedo to American businessman Edmond Pope. 


MAHATHIR VIEWS *MISUNDERSTOOD' 


MALAYSIA'S new leader yesterday refused to criticise his predecessor's claims of Jewish world dominance, 
but expressed regret they may have raised tensions between Muslims and Jews. 


Prime Minister Abdullah Anmad Badawi said he believed Dr Mahathir Mohamad was misunderstood when he 
said in a speech to Islamic leaders that "Jews rule the world by proxy. They get others to fight and die for 
them". 


PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE SEIZED 


POLICE in Mauritania detained a leading opposition presidential candidate today, the eve of a presidential 
election in the coup-prone West African country. 


A spokesman for former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who is seen as the strongest 
challenger to President Wass ORASe RAMEE. said police came to Haidalla's house and took him 
to their headquarters. 


TAYLOR LOOTED GOVERNMENT CASH 


FORMER Liberian president Charles Taylor absconded with government money and had tried to loot more 
since he went into exile, a UN panel monitoring sanctions against the West African nation said. 


The report, under discussion by the Security Council today, recommends UN sanctions on arms, diamonds, 
logging and some travel should be extended. They were imposed after Taylor's government was accused of 
fomenting war in the region for wealth and power. 


TORIES ELECT NEW LEADER 


BRITAIN'S Conservative Party ushered in veteran former minister Michael Howard as its new leader today in 
an attempt to end years of in-fighting and mount a credible challenge to Prime Minister Tony Blair. 


The struggling party, once home to such greats as Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher, ousted its 
leader lain Duncan Smith last week. 


Howard, a Right-winger, demanded party unity. 
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WMRC Perspective 

Significance Mauritania has technically been a multi-party democracy since 
1991, but today's elections are the first in which President Taya - who came to 
power in 1984 via a coup - has faced serious competition. 


Implications The poll is a test of the country's democratic credentials. 
Power has only ever changed hands as a result of coups - the smooth transition 
of power from the incumbent to another politician would be a good sign. 
Outlook However, the election campaign has been anything but free and 


fair and the arrest last night of President Taya's main rival indicates that he 
is unwilling to give up power via the ballot box. Recent developments do not 
bode well for the country's political stability. 





Ballots Being Cast 


Following two weeks of campaigning by six candidates, voters go to the polls today to elect a new president. 
If no candidate wins more than 50% of today's vote, a run-off will be held on 21 November between the two 
leading candidates from the first round. The incumbent, President 4 , is up 
against Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former president who was deposed by Taya in 1984; Anmed Ould 
Daddah, half-brother of the country's first president; Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the first descendant of slaves 
to run for the presidency; Moulaye El Hassan Ould Jiyid, a former mayor of the northern town of Zouerate; 
and Aicha Mint Jeddane, the country's first female presidential candidate. 


Despite the government's promise that the election would be transparent - even though international election 
monitors were not invited to observe the poll - the run-up to the vote has confirmed long-standing fears that it 
would be far from ‘free and fair.' The two weeks of campaigning were dominated by the President, who used 
public officials and buildings in his re-election bid, while opposition candidates' avenues for campaigning were 
limited and newspapers critical of the government were muzzled (see Mauritania: 30 October 2003: 
Campaigning for Mauritanian Presidential Elections Gets Under Way). This week saw the authorities use 
tear-gas to break up a rally by opposition candidates protesting against Taya's heavy-handed methods, 
following the government's harassment of the leading opposition candidate, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, 
and his family (see Mauritania: 6 November 2003: Election 2003: Tear-Gas and Arrests as Crackdown on 
Mauritania's Opposition Continues). 


Opposition Candidate Arrested 


Such attempts to highlight Taya's undemocratic methods failed, however, to curb the authorities’ actions. The 
police last night (6 November) arrested Haidalla and six of his associates on accusations of plotting a coup. 
According to the candidate's spokesman, Ely Ould Sneiba, police arrived at Haidalla's home without an arrest 
warrant and ordered him to go to state security headquarters. State prosecutor Mohamed Elgheiz Ould 
Oumar said the detained men were planning to 'change the government by violence and insurrection’ and 
that although Haidalla and his campaign director had been freed after several hours of questioning, they 
could be rearrested ‘at any time’. The five other men remain in custody as of this morning, as do Haidalla's 
two sons, who were arrested earlier this week. 


While a June coup attempt by disgruntled members of the armed forces has put Taya on his guard, Haidalla's 
camp have dismissed the accusation of coup plotting as a 'fantasy' (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist 
Colonel Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt in Mauritania). The charges appear to be an attempt to 
neutralise the man seen as the biggest threat to Taya's re-election chances. Although Haidalla's arrest led the 
International Federation of Human Rights Leagues to call for the election to be suspended on the grounds 
that a candidate had been prevented from standing because of arrest, he does not appear to have been 
taken off the ballot. 


Outlook and Implications 


The chances of a ‘free and fair' election have been undermined from the very start of the campaign, although 
President Taya's campaign of intimidation has intensified in the days running up to the poll. Taya has clearly 
attempted to use his control over the police and security forces to intimidate his rivals and limit their 
campaigning opportunities, while using his authority over state officials and facilities to push his own 
re-election bid. In addition to this, while new voting procedures introduced following the 2001 elections make 
it more difficult for the election to be rigged, the stuffing of ballot boxes and intimidation of voters cannot be 
ruled out. More than a decade after multiparty democracy was official introduced, Taya appears determined 
to hold on to power using whatever means necessary. 


Nevertheless, the results of today's vote are as yet unknown. Taya's re-election chances look good based on 
the reality that incumbents rarely lose presidential elections in Africa, combined with the fact that the 
opposition vote is divided among five candidates and he is able to point to a track record of economic reform 
and growth. However, his strong-arm tactics against Haidalla indicate that he sees him as a serious rival. As 
a former president and military man, Haidalla is a high-profile candidate and his campaign has wide backing, 
with supporters ranging from Islamic activists to liberal reforms and former Taya supporters. He has also 
attracted larger crowds at his election rallies than any other candidate. Whether he can win more than 50% of 
the vote outright is unclear, but he could well prevent Taya from winning a clear majority and thus force a 
second round vote in two weeks' time. If Taya is intending to tamper with the results, a second round would 
be a better opportunity to do so - by letting the first round pass fairly, he could give the pretence of 
democracy, but act to rig the vote in the second round to ensure his victory. 


Whatever the outcome of the election, it is clear that Mauritania is a long way from being a healthy and 
mature democracy, as claimed by the government. Taya retained power in 1992 in an election mired in fraud 
charges, while a 1997 poll was largely boycotted by opposition parties; the 2003 vote looks set to be similarly 
tarnished. Taya's re-election under the cloud of vote-rigging, and the clear presence of significant domestic 
opposition to his candidacy - which promises to become more vocal if Taya remains in power - does not bode 
well for the country's future political stability. The picture will become clearer on Monday (10 November), 
when the results of the first round of voting are expected to be announced. 


WMRC Contact Kate Luxford (kate. luxford@wmrc. com). 


Document WDAN000020031 107dzb70002e 


REUTERS 





Mauritania president takes commanding lead in poll. 


89 words 

8 November 2003 

09:49 AM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's leader looked set for a first-round win in the West African 
nation's presidential poll after snaring 61 percent of the votes with over half the ballots counted, Interior 
Ministry figures showed on Saturday. 


The ministry said votes had been counted from 109 of the 216 departments in the country, which stretches 
from the Sahara to the Atlantic Ocean, and that President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Teva's closest 
challenger had won only 20 percent. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya looked set for a first-round win 


in Mauritania's poll after snaring 61 percent of votes with over half the ballots counted, Interior Ministry figures 
showed on Saturday. 


The ministry said votes had been counted from 109 of the 216 departments in the country, which stretches 
from the Sahara to the Atlantic Ocean, and that Taya's closest challenger had won only 20 percent. 


Taya's camp had said late on Friday that barring a major surprise the pro-Western leader, who took power 19 
years ago by ousting his main challenger Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla from office, would win in the first 
round. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 


Haidalla, who was second with a fifth of the votes, had earlier condemned "flagrant" fraud, such as ballot box 
stuffing and the use of false voting cards, but he had stopped short of rejecting the results outright. 


The Interior Ministry said Anmed Ould Daddah, the brother of the country's first president, was in third place 
with eight percent while Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the son of black African labourers enslaved by Arabs, had 
six percent. 


It said turnout was 59 percent. There were 2,258 polling stations and 1,107,400 registered voters for Friday's 
poll. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's leader looked set for a first-round win in the West African 
nation's presidential poll after snaring 61 percent of the votes with over half the ballots counted, Interior 
Ministry figures showed on Saturday. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's camp said late on Friday that barring a major surprise the 


pro-Western leader, who took power 19 years ago by ousting his main challenger Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla from office, would win in the first round. 


The ministry said votes had been counted from 109 of the 216 departments in the country, which stretches 
from the Sahara to the Atlantic Ocean, and that Taya's closest challenger Haidalla had won only 20 percent. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from in France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 


Haidalla, a former military ruler, was dragged away by police on the eve of the poll and detained briefly along 
with senior members of his campaign team on suspicion of plotting to seize power again. 


Haidalla condemned "flagrant" fraud, such as ballot box stuffing and the use of false voting cards, but 
stopped short of rejecting the results outright. 


"If this fraud has these dimensions, the election cannot be recognised," said Cheikh Ould Horma, Haidalla's 
deputy campaign manager, before polling booths shut on Friday. 


Voting was peaceful. Veiled women and men in flowing robes queued quietly to cast their ballots. Later at 
night, the centre of the capital Nouakchott was bristling with police in trucks, some in full riot gear, others 
armed. 


TAYA AHEAD IN THE TOWNS 


Taya has ruled with an iron fist since 1984, romping home with a huge margin in a 1992 poll and winning 
again easily in 1997 when the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs in a nation which straddles black and Arab Africa when he made an abrupt 
diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United 
States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


In a poor, crowded suburb of Nouakchott called Arafat, home to some of the Islamic radicals who have 
backed Haidalla, heated debates raged on Friday about Mauritania's Israeli relations. 


However Taya's spokesman Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal said the president had done particularly well there, 
winning more than three times as many votes as Haidalla, as well as in other large towns which are 
traditionally opposition strongholds. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches. 


The Interior Ministry said Anmed Ould Daddah, the brother of the country's first president, was in third place 
with eight percent while Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the son of black African labourers enslaved by the Arabs, 
had six percent. 


It said turnout was 59 percent. There were 2,258 polling stations and 1,107,400 registered voters for Friday's 
poll. If no candidate achieves more than 50 percent in the first round, there will be a run-off between the two 


top candidates. (Additional reporting by Silvia Aloisi). 
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TIKRIT, Iraq - U.S. warplanes and armoured vehicles battered suspected guerrilla hideouts in Saddam 
Hussein's hometown of Tikrit after six soldiers were killed in the shooting down of a Black Hawk helicopter. 


In a new attack by insurgents in the volatile town of Falluja, west of Baghdad, two soldiers were killed and 
one wounded when a roadside bomb was detonated near their convoy. 


MANILA - A Philippine SWAT team stormed the control tower at Manila airport, killing a former aviation chief 
and his police bodyguard to end a siege that revived fears of political instability. 


RAMALLAH, West Bank - Palestinian Prime Minister Anmed Qurie said President Yasser Arafat had agreed 
to a security deal that would split power between the interior ministry and the national security council. 


WASHINGTON - U.S. authorities said they had received intelligence in recent weeks suggesting that al 
Qaeda was interested in using commercial cargo planes to attack American facilities. 


TOKYO - With just one day left until Japanese voters go to the polls, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and 
other political party leaders took to the streets to woo urban voters, seen as crucial to the outcome. 


YANGON - Myanmar's generals have freed democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest, but she is 
refusing to accept liberty until 35 colleagues are released from detention, U.N. envoy Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 
said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya looked set for a first-round win in Mauritania's 


poll after snaring 61 percent of votes with over half the ballots counted, Interior Ministry figures showed. 


KAMPALA - Gunmen of Uganda's Lords Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group killed scores of civilians in 
attacks on northern villages late on Thursday and early on Friday, an army spokesman said. 


COLOMBO - Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe may take several days before responding to 
the president's call for an all-party government to resolve the island's political crisis, a spokesman said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's long-standing leader was reelected on Saturday after winning 
two-thirds of the votes in a presidential poll, but the opposition called for a re-run and said the main 
challenger had vanished into hiding. 


als interior minister told reporters the final results from Friday's poll showed President Maaouya Ould © 
, a pro-Western former colonel who has ruled the Muslim nation with an iron fist for 19 
years, had snared 66.7 percent of the votes. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches to an impoverished desert nation with a patchy human rights record. 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, the man Taya booted from office to take power in 1984, was second with 
18.7 percent but a coalition of parties backing him, ranging from liberals to Islamic radicals, called for a re-run 
alleging massive fraud. 


"The coalition for a peaceful change in power declares the 2003 presidential election invalid, null and void," a 
Haidalla aide, Lo Gourmo, told reporters. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from in France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 


Taya romped home in a 1992 poll and won with a massive margin in 1997 when the opposition boycotted the 
election. 


But he angered some Arabs in a nation which straddles black and Arab Africa when he made an abrupt 
diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United 
States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


SOMBRE MOOD 


Haidalla, a former military ruler, was dragged away by police on the eve of the poll and detained briefly on 
suspicion of plotting to seize power again. His camp said he went into hiding on Friday after security forces 
were seen near his house. 


"Those in power don't want to share it. This is a pseudo democracy," said Cheikh Faad Bou Kamara, head of 
the Mauritanian Association of Human Rights and a sociology professor. 


The mood was sombre at Haidalla's house on Saturday morning where his wife Lalla Mint Elvade was wailing 
as friends and family quietly sipped cups of tea. 


"He left around 4 o'clock yesterday (1600 GMT)... He had a headache and he said he wanted to go 
somewhere to get some rest," she told Reuters, speaking in Arabic through a translator. "| am worried 
because | don't know where he is." 


Haidalla's camp had condemned "flagrant" fraud, such as ballot box stuffing and the use of false voting cards, 
but stopped short of rejecting the results outright. 


The interior minister said Anmed Ould Daddah, the brother of the country's first president, was in third place 
with 6.9 percent while Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, the son of black African labourers enslaved by the Arabs, 
had 5.0 percent. 


Turnout was 60.8 percent. There were 2,258 polling stations and 1,107,400 registered voters for Friday's poll. 
(Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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TIKRIT, Iraq - U.S. warplanes and armoured vehicles battered suspected guerrilla hideouts in Saddam 
Hussein's hometown of Tikrit after six soldiers were killed in the shooting down of a Black Hawk helicopter. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross, fearful for the safety of its staff operating in Iraq, announced it 
was temporarily shutting its offices in Baghdad and Basra. 


BAGHDAD - U.S. troops in overnight raids captured 12 people in lraq suspected of involvement in a deadly 
attack on a Baghdad hotel where U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz was staying, a top 
commander said. 


RAMALLAH, West Bank - Palestinians reached a compromise for a new government under which security 
powers key to a U.S.-backed peace plan will be in the hands of a council controlled by President Yasser 
Arafat. Prime Minister Anmed Qurie agreed to the deal after being blocked in his efforts to transfer those 
powers to an interior minister of his choice, pro-reform General Nasser Yousef. 


LONDON - Russia fears a big capital flight in the second half of the year after the arrest of the boss of oil 
giant YUKOS, the central bank's deputy chairman said in a newspaper interview. 


MANILA - A Philippine SWAT team stormed the control tower at Manila airport, killing a former aviation chief 
and his police bodyguard to end a siege that revived fears of political instability. 


YANGON - Myanmar's generals have freed democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest, but she is 
refusing to accept liberty until 35 colleagues are released from detention, U.N. envoy Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 
said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya looked set for a first-round win in Mauritania's 


poll after snaring 61 percent of votes with over half the ballots counted, Interior Ministry figures showed. 


KAMPALA - Rebels shot and hacked to death scores of civilians in northern Uganda on Thursday night and 
Friday morning, beheading some of them, in apparent revenge for the killing of a rebel commander, the army 
said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - A coalition of parties backing Mauritanian opposition candidate Mohamed 
Khouna Ould Haidalla said on Saturday they considered Friday's presidential poll null and void because of 
massive fraud and intimidation. 


A senior Haidalla aide told reporters that his camp wanted the election to be re-run, respecting transparency 
and fairness, and said Haidalla had gone into hiding after members of the security forces were seen around 
his home during voting. 


"The coalition for a peaceful change in power declares the 2003 presidential election invalid, null and void," 
said Haidalla aide Lo Gourmo. 


Interior Ministry figures showed that with more than 80 percent of the ballots counted President Maaouya 
Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya, a pro-Western former colonel who has ruled with an iron fist for 19 years, had won 
64.6 percent of the votes. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from in France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 


Haidalla, a former military ruler, was dragged away by police on the eve of the poll and detained briefly along 
with senior members of his campaign team on suspicion of plotting to seize power again. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won Friday's 


presidential poll in the first round by snaring 66.7 percent of the votes cast, the country's Interior Minister said 
on Saturday. 


Interior Minister Kaba Ould Alewa told reporters the nearest challenger to Taya, a pro-Western former colonel 
who has ruled the poor West African nation with an iron fist for 19 years, was Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla with 18.7 percent of the votes. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won Friday's 


presidential poll in the first round by snaring 66.7 percent of the votes cast, the country's Interior Minister said 
on Saturday. 


Interior Minister Kaba Ould Alewa told reporters the nearest challenger to Taya, a pro-Western former colonel 
who has ruled the poor West African nation with an iron fist for 19 years, was Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla with 18.7 percent of the votes. 


Taya's victory gives him a six-year mandate, which would allow him to rule this former French colony 
stretching from the Sahara desert to the Atlantic ocean for a quarter of a century. 


However a coalition backing Haidalla said on Saturday they considered Friday's poll null and void because of 
massive fraud and intimidation. They demanded a re-run respecting the rules of transparency and fairness. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from in France in 1960, was tense and opposition candidates complained of intimidation. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania, Nov. 7 -- Ata polling station in the working-class suburb of Quartier Arafat, a 
heated Election Day argument erupted at high noon on Friday. 


A supporter of the incumbent president said he feared that the opposition would usher in religious extremism. 
How dare he accuse Mauritanian Muslims of being extremists, an opposition supporter shouted, threatening 
to break the man's glasses. 


The passionate political debate extends beyond the polling station and is roiling this dust-poor Islamic 
republic of 2.6 million people that straddles Arab and black Africa. 


It is a debate the United States is watching carefully. The election -- the first real presidential contest in over 
10 years and potentially the first civilian-to-civilian transition ever here -- pits a staunch American ally, 
Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, agains five opponents. 


Chief among them is Muhammad Khouna Ould Haidalla, an ex-president who has cobbled together a 
coalition of those who do not share Mr. Taya's affection for America: Arab nationalists, Islamists and loyalists 
of a Baath Party that is a political cousin of the same that ruled Iraq under Saddam Hussein. 


The election, five months after a foiled coup for which the government blamed Islamists, provides a test for 
the promises of democratic reform from a president who has held power for 19 years and is seeking an 
additional six-year term. 


For its part, the American government finds itself in a bind -- with an ally charged with electoral fraud and last 
minute arrests of opposition candidates, on one hand, and the specter of a hardening brand of Islam in what 
has long been a moderate society on the other. 


Earlier this year, soon after American strikes against Iraq, Mr. Taya crushed what his government described 
as Islamic militants sympathetic to the ex-lraqi ruler. 


Sentiment against the United States over its invasion of Iraq is running high. 


At the polling station on Friday, a university student said he would not hesitate to join the fight against 
American occupation in Iraq, if only he had the money to go. Others said the same. 


"| wish every day, they kill one American, to make the American president realize he made a mistake," said 
the student, 20. 


Opposition members have accused Mr. Taya of exaggerating the Islamist threat and of bending over 
backward to please Washington. 


"He's become a tool, he's always trying to prove to the Americans he's their ally," declared Messaoud Ould 
Boulkheir, the first presidential candidate from the Harratin, or black Moors, who were enslaved for 
generations by the country's Arab elite before slavery was legally abolished in 1981. 


The leading presidential contender, Mr. Haidalla, who imposed Islamic law, or Shariah, during his tenure in 
the early 1980's, was overthrown by Mr. Taya in a coup in 1984. On Thursday, he and five top aides were 
arrested on charges of plotting a coup. They were released that evening. 


Earlier in the week, Mr. Haidalla's two sons were arrested, and his supporters dispersed by the police for 
what officials said was an unauthorized march. By Friday afternoon, he was accusing the government of 
fraud and intimidation. 


Other opposition candidates had already accused the government of widespread fraud. Many have said 
postelection violence cannot be ruled out. 
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INTERNATIONAL A3-9 
Helicopter Crash in Iraq Kills Six American Soldiers 


Six American soldiers died in Tikrit, Iraq, when their Black Hawk helicopter crashed and burned along the 
Tigris River. The cause of the crash has not been determined, though the helicopter was flying low enough be 
vulnerable to attack. A1 


The crash of an Army helicopter in Iraq on Friday, coupled with two others that were struck by ground fire in 
the last two weeks, reflects a growing threat by insurgents taking aim at American aircraft, military officials 
said. A9 


Turkey said it would not deploy troops to help stabilize Iraq, ending a lengthy and ultimately futile effort by the 
Bush administration to solicit large numbers of additional troops to bolster the American presence. AQ 


Speech Dismissed in Mideast 

Commentators across the Middle East largely dismissed the speech by President Bush calling for wider 
democracy in the region, labeling it something for domestic consumption to justify the war in Iraq rather than 
signaling a real change in policy. A9 

Powell Praises Informal Talks 

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell praised Israelis and Palestinians who negotiated a symbolic peace deal. 
The comments suggested frustration with the inability of the respective governments to hold substantive 
negotiations as envisioned in a United States-sanctioned plan. A8 

U.S. Ally Up for Re-election 

The election in Mauritania, Africa -- the first real presidential contest in over 10 years and potentially the first 
civilian-to-civilian transition ever there -- pits a staunch American ally, HEESUNG IOUS ARRTSEEEEE 
against five opponents. A6 


Prince Denies Untold Sex Story 


Prince Charles of the British royal family publicly denied a widely circulated story about his sex life without 
ever saying what the story was. A5 


Free AIDS Treatment in China 


China has started providing free treatment for poor people with H.I.V. and AIDS and plans to expand the 
program next year until every poor person who has tested positive is receiving medical help. A3 


NATIONAL A10-13, 16 
Sniper Trial Prosecution Heartens Defense in a 2nd 


Lawyers for Lee Malvo, the younger suspect in the wave of sniper shootings that terrorized the Washington 
area last fall, have taken heart at the first weeks of the trial of the other defendant, John A. Muhammad. 
Prosecutors have tried to depict Mr. Muhammad, 42, as the mastermind of a two-man team in which Mr. 
Malvo, 18, played a subordinate role. A1 


Prosecutors in the four-week-old trial of Mr. Muhammad have begun developing evidence they hope will 
overcome the problem of having most of the evidence in the case linked to Mr. Malvo, accused of being Mr. 
Muhammad's accomplice. A11 


Democrats Focus on Economy 


Democratic presidential candidates pounded President Bush on the economy, even in the face of new data 
showing strong growth in jobs last month that Mr. Bush said was a vindication of his policies. A12 


New Law Makes for Odd Ads 


Odd juxtapositions repeat themselves in the first political advertisements of this presidential season because 
of a new law requiring candidates to pledge responsibility for their own ads. A1 


Ruling on Religion in Prison 


A three-judge panel of the federal appeals court in Cincinnati ruled that a law meant to protect prisoners’ 
religious rights was unconstitutional. A16 


Board Seeks Pre-9/11 Papers 
The commission investigating the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks issued a subpoena to the Pentagon. A13 
Montana Miners Back to Work 


Burned by the promises of a technology-based economy, Butte, Mont., is celebrating a return to the Old 
West, as hundreds of copper miners return to work after three years. A10 


EDUCATION 
Unexpected Test Outcome 


The College Board's decision to not flag the SAT scores of students with disabilities who took the test with 
extended time has resulted in the board declining more students who have requested accommodations. A10 


NEW YORK/REGION B1-6 
Child Adoption Center Had History of Problems 


Investigations into the child abuse case of Raymond and Vanessa Jackson by New Jersey prosecutors have 
revealed that the Southern Adoption Resource Center -- which approved the Jacksons' adoption of the four 
boys they are accused of starving -- had, and continues to have, significant troubles. A1 


New Trade Center, in Detail 


The planners of the new World Trade Center have dictated the shape and size of every office and tower in a 
recent draft, offering specific details on the forms of the buildings. B1 


Blackout Aid Is Limited 


New York State can collect only $5 million in emergency federal aid for the blackout in August, not the more 
than $58 million it had requested, the government said. B2 


Notorious Convict Arrested 

Thomas Trantino, 65, the paroled killer of two New Jersey police officers in 1963 and one of the state's most 
notorious convicts during his 38 years in state prison, was arrested on charges of beating his live-in girlfriend 
on five occasions since late October, the authorities said. B1 

Neediest Cases B6 

SPORTS D1-8 

OBITUARIES C15 

ARTS & IDEAS B9-17 


Setback for 'Wonderful Town' 


Producers of the Broadway revival of the musical "Wonderful Town" have canceled performances through the 
weekend because the star, Donna Murphy, has the flu. The cancellations are a blow to the show, which just 
began previews and has been slow to sell tickets. B16 


BUSINESS DAY C1-14 
Job Growth Strong in October 


Employment grew by 126,000 jobs in October and job growth in August and September was stronger than 
the government had first estimated. The unemployment rate fell last month to 6 percent from 6.1 percent in 
September. A1 


Plan for Mutual Fund Reforms 


The Securities and Exchange Commission intends to reform the regulation of mutual funds with measures to 
curtail abusive trading, clarify conflict of interest rules and compel better disclosure of fees. C1 


Bayer Plans Big Spinoff 


The German drug and chemical giant Bayer, after more than a year of casting about for ways to revitalize 
itself, has decided to spin off most of its chemical business by early 2005. C1 


O'Donnell Testifies to 'Coup' 


Rosie O'Donnell, in testimony in the trial over the demise of 'Rosie' magazine, accused executives of staging 
a "coup d'etat," but still came across as pleasant, direct and funny. C1 


Down Day, Up Week for Stocks 


The Dow Jones industrial average fell 47.18 points, to 9,809.79, 8.67 points higher than last week's close. 
The Nasdaq composite index dropped 5.63 points, to 1,970.74, 38.53 points above last week's close. C4 


Business Digest C1 
EDITORIAL A14-15 


Editorials: The fruits of secrecy; a global democracy policy; Carol E. Lee on city life: can you walk and chew 
pizza? 


Columns: David Brooks, Nicholas D. Kristof. 
Bridge B13 
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Mauritania presidential election pits staunch American ally, Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, against five 
opponents, including Muhammad Khouna Ould Haidalla, former president drawing support from Arab 
nationalists, Islamists and Baath Party loyalists; Taya government foiled recent Islamist coup; impoverished 
Islamic republic straddles Arab and black Africa (M) 
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The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is holding presidential elections today, with President Maaouya Ould Sid' 

- who has ruled the country since staging a coup in 1984 - widely expected to win. However, he 
is facing a strong challenge from his predecessor, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who has assembled a 
broad coalition of supporters ranging from reformist liberals to Islamist radicals, and could yet force the vote 
to a second round. 


Taya has generally governed Mauritania with a firm hand, although he was elected head of state in the 
country's first multi-party election in 1992, and was subsequently re-elected in 1997. Earlier this year, he 
successfully defeated a coup, and is now seeking a new mandate. However, in September, US-based 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) noted that Mauritania was experiencing a climate of harassment of opposition 
members after the arrest of several opposition activists and Islamists. Adding to such fears, Haidalla himself 
was arrested and detained on Thursday, while two of his sons and a few of his associates are believed to be 
under police detention - inauspicious for fair play. The four other candidates - including the first woman to run 
for the presidency, and the brother of the country's first president - are considered too weak to win, but may 
prove significant if the vote moves to a second round. 


Thus far, there is calm prevailing in Mauritania, but whether this continues may depend on the transparency 
and fairness of the electoral process. Taya's past elections have been criticised for fraud and opposition 
boycotts. Another potentially important factor is ethnicity, with both Taya and Haidalla coming from the Bidan 
Moorish community, which has traditionally dominated the country, while one opposition candidate, 
Massaoud Ould Bokheir, is the first black contender for the presidency. He has pledged to eradicate racism, 
tribalism, and slavery (officially abolished in 1981, but still reportedly practiced). Looking ahead, the outcome 
may be of importance, given that Mauritania is only the third Arab country to recognise Israel (in 1999) and 
has been seeking closer relations with the US in recent years. The country is also eager to attract investors to 
help it develop its off-shore oil deposits. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 8 (Reuters) - Mauritania's opposition accused authorities in the West African nation on 
Saturday of rigging an election won by President Maaouya Ould Sid and said it would 
challenge the result by all legal means. 


Taya won two-thirds of the votes in Friday's poll while main challenger Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, the 
man he ousted in a coup to embark on his iron-fisted 19-year rule, was a distant second with 18.7 percent, 
official results showed. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches to an impoverished desert nation straddling black and Arab Africa that has a patchy human rights 
record. 


A broad coalition, ranging from liberals to Islamic radicals backing Haidalla, joined with two other losers to 
denounce fraud and intimidation. 


In a statement, it said it planned to file proceedings with the constitutional council to challenge what it called 
an "electoral hold-up". 


Haidalla, a former military ruler, was briefly detained on the eve of the poll on suspicion of plotting to seize 
power. He disappeared on Friday evening, fearing for his security. 


OPPOSITION WARNING 
On Saturday, he returned saying he could not leave a sinking ship and warned public protest could follow. 
"We are going to use all legal means to resist this masquerade," he said. 


"The coalition for a peaceful change in power declares the 2003 presidential election invalid, null and void," a 
Haidalla aide, Lo Gourmo, told reporters. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation, where power has never changed hands at the ballot box 
since independence from France in 1960, was tense. 


"Those in power don't want to share it. This is a pseudo democracy," said Cheikh Faad Bou Kamara, head of 
the Mauritanian Association of Human Rights and a sociology professor. 


Taya's government has denied all charges of fraud and said the opposition was trying to deceive the 2.9 
million people who live in a country that stretches from the Sahara to the Atlantic ocean but has only some 
800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


After seizing power in a 1984 coup, Taya romped home in a 1992 poll, an election held after a massive 
crackdown on black Mauritanians suspected of plotting a coup. 


He won with a massive margin in 1997 when the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs when he made an abrupt diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


Announcing the results, the interior minister said Anmed Ould Daddah, brother of the country's first president, 


was third with 6.9 percent and Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, a son of black Africans enslaved by Arabs, had 5.0 
percent. 


Turnout was 60.8 percent. There were 2,258 polling stations and 1,107,400 registered voters for Friday's poll. 
(Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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TOP STORIES 





RIYADH - US warns of more attacks after Saudi bomb kills 17 
TOKYO - Japan PM weakened in poll, reform outlook cloudy 
JERUSALEM - Israeli cabinet OKs Hizbollah prison deal 
BAGHDAD - Iraqis vow to keep to timetable for power handover 
LONDON - Prince in media fray over alleged sexual incident 
SAUDI BLAST 


RIYADH - Rescuers work into the night to pull bodies from site of a suicide bombing that killed at least 17 
people as United States warns al Qaeda might be planning more such attacks (SECURITY-SAUDI 
(WRAPUP 12), moved at 2241, picture, graphics, by Dominic Evans, 740 words) 


See also SECURITY-SAUDI-MOOD, moved at 1310 from Riyadh, 590 words; SECURITY-SAUDI-MOTIVE, 
moved at 0508 from Riyadh, 535 words; SECURITY-SAUDI-SCENE, moved at 0524 from Riyadh, 408 
words; SECURITY-SAUDI-LEADERS, moved at 1802 from London, 460 words; ATTACK-CHRONOLOGY 
(UPDATE 1), moved at 1839 at 520 words 


JAPAN 


TOKYO - In a blow to Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and his reform agenda, Japan's ruling coalition has to 
settle for a reduced majority in a general election as an energised opposition makes hefty gains 
(JAPAN-ELECTION (UPDATE 9), picture, graphic, moved at 1744, by Linda Sieg and Masayuki Kitano, 900 
words) 


See also: JAPAN-ELECTION-SYSTEM (UPDATE 1), moved at 1825, by Elaine Lies, 660 words; 
JAPAN-ELECTION-IRAQ (UPDATE 1), moved at 1745, by Masayuki Kitano, 450 words; 
JAPAN-ELECTION-ECONOMY, moved at 1739, by Shinichi Kishima, 750 words; 
JAPAN-ELECTION-FACTBOX-SEATS, moved at 1720, 134 words; 


ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM - Israel narrowly approves prisoner swap with Lebanon's Hizbollah group but sets a condition 
that could unravel the deal by refusing to free any Lebanese involved in killing Israelis (MIDEAST (UPDATE 
4), moved at 2125, by Jeffrey Heller, 640 words) 


IRAQ 


BAGHDAD - Iraq's foreign minister promises local leaders will meet a deadline for setting out path towards 
self-rule as U.S. military in Saddam Hussein's hometown Tikrit warns insurgents of more aggressive raids; 
fresh explosions heard in Baghdad, no casualities reported (IRAQ (WRAPUP 4), moved at 2137, picture, by 
Dean Yates, 680 words) 


See also MIDEAST-BUSH-STRATEGY (ANALYSIS), moved at 1633, by Jonathan Wright in Washington, 670 
words; IRAQ-USA-DEMOCRATS (UPDATE 2), moved at 2115, by Lori Santos in Washington, 600 words; 
IRAQ-BODYGUARDS, moved at 1237, by Michael Georgy in Baghdad, 600 words 


ROYAL SCANDAL 


LONDON - Britain's Prince Charles returns to a media frenzy as he flies home from a trip to the Gulf to page 
after page of lurid innuendo about an alleged sexual incident involving him and a former servant 
(BRITAIN-ROYALS (UPDATE 3), moved at 1734, by Kate Kelland, 600 words) 


STORIES BY REGION 
MIDDLE EAST 


TEHRAN - Under fire for suspicions it is covertly developing an atomic bomb, Iran says it will suspend its 
disputed uranium enrichment programme in the coming days, a promise Tehran made three weeks ago but 
has yet to fulfil (IRAN-NUCLEAR (UPDATE 2), moved at 1516, by Parisa Hafezi, 650 words) 


AMERICAS 


GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemalans brace for possible violence in elections, as tension is fuelled by the 
comeback bid of a former military dictator blamed for civil war atrocities 20 years ago. 
(GUATEMALA-ELECTION (UPDATE 3), moved at 1706, picture, by Lorraine Orlandi, 720 words) 


WASHINGTON - Lee Malvo, the 18-year-old suspect in a string of sniper-style shootings that terrorized the 
U.S. capital region last year, heads for trial in southern Virginia in the murder of an FBI analyst 
(CRIME-SNIPER, moved at 1506, by Deborah Zabarenko, 600 words) 


EUROPE 


TBILISI - Georgia's opposition vow to resume protests to demand President Eduard Shevardnadze's 
resignation over alleged election fraud after talks to try to resolve political crisis fail (GEORGIA-OPPOSITION 
(UPDATE 3), moved at 2245, picture, by Margarita Antidze, 660 words) 


AFRICA 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's main opposition leader is arrested, hours after President 
Sid'Ahmed Taya is declared winner in a poll denounced by his rivals as a "hold-up" (MAURITANIA (UPDATE 
2), moved at 1651, picture, by Silvia Aloisi, 560 words) 


MOGADISHU - Ship unloads hundreds of military uniforms, tents and bullet-proof car at Mogadishu port in an 
apparent breach of a U.N. arms embargo at the centre of fresh concern about al Qaeda activity in Somalia 
(SOMALIA-EMBARGO, moved at 1535, by Mohamed Ali Bile, 500) 
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RIYADH - An explosion rocked a Riyadh residential compound housing foreigners and Saudis, a day after the 
United States shut its missions in Saudi Arabia warning of terrorist attacks. 


TIKRIT, Iraq - U.S. warplanes, in swift a response to the downing of another helicopter, bombed targets in 
Iraq for first time since President Bush declared the major combat over. 


RAMALLAH, West Bank - The Palestinians have reached compromise for the new government under which 
security powers crucial to the U.S.-backed peace plan will be in hands of a council controlled by President 
Yasser Arafat. 


VIENNA - Iran has again pledged to give the U.N. nuclear watchdog crucial letters making official its 
acceptance of tougher nuclear inspections and a suspension of its controversial uranium enrichment 
programme. 


BEIRUT - The head of Lebanon's Hizbollah guerrillas has said the group will reject any prisoner swap deal 
with Israel unless it includes all Lebanese detainees, including one held in Israel since 1979. 


TBILISI - Thousands of opposition supporters ralliedin the Georgian capital in the latest of string of protests 
against initial results of a parliamentary election and demanded that the president quit 


SAN FRANCISCO - Ten days before Arnold Schwarzenegger is set to become governor of America's most 
populous state, allegations that the muscleman actor groped many women over a long period refuse to go 
away 


WASHINGTON - Democratic presidential contender Howard Dean has said he will opt out of public financing 
in the primaries, abandoning "a broken system" so he can spend unlimited amounts of money in his race for 
the White House 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's opposition slammed a presidential poll in the West African nation as an 
"electoral holdup" after President rer er was declared clear winner. 


CALABAR, Nigeria - Nigeria tightens security around the refuge of former Liberian President Charles Taylor 
after Washington offers a $2 million reward for a "Sierra Leone war crimes suspect", taken to mean Taylor. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 9 Sonlde - Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested on Sunday, just hours 


after President ' was declared winner in a poll slammed by his rivals as a 
"holdup". 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's top challenger in the presidential poll, was 
taken by police from his campaign headquarters, a legal aide said. 


Haidalla had also been briefly detained before the vote on suspicion of plotting a coup in the desert West 
African nation where power has never changed hands at the ballot box since independence from France in 
1960. 


Taya won two-thirds of the votes in Friday's poll while Haidalla, the man he ousted in a coup to embark on his 
iron-fisted 19-year rule, was a distant second with 18.7 percent, official results showed. 


The run-up to the poll in this coup-prone nation with a patchy human rights record was tense and opposition 
parties were quick to denounce the results as null and void, saying they would challenge them in the 
constitutional council. 


Haidalla had gone into hiding late on Friday. He reappeared on Saturday but said he expected to be detained 
again. 


"He was arrested...The police surrounded the building and around 6 a.m. (0600 GMT), they stormed it and 
took him away," Haidalla's legal adviser Diabira Maroufa said. 


Witnesses said at least seven of Haidalla's supporters were also detained. Police could not immediately be 
reached for comment. Haidalla's aides said they did not know where he was. 


Taya's camp has denied all charges of fraud and accused the opposition of trying to deceive the 2.9 million 
people who live in an impoverished country that stretches from the Sahara to the Atlantic ocean, straddling 
black and Arab Africa. 


OPPOSITION COMPLAINTS 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches. 


Haidalla, who was backed by a broad coalition ranging from liberals to Islamic radicals, said on Saturday that 
he would use all legal means to resist what he called a "masquerade". 


"The coalition for a peaceful change in power declares the 2003 presidential election invalid, null and void," a 
Haidalla aide, Lo Gourmo, told reporters. 


After seizing power in a 1984 coup, Taya romped home in a 1992 poll, an election held after a massive 
crackdown on black Mauritanians accused of plotting a coup. 


He won with a massive margin in 1997 when the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs when he made an abrupt diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


The interior ministry said on Saturday that Anmed Ould Daddah, brother of the country's first president, came 
third in the poll with 6.9 percent and Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, a son of black Africans enslaved by Arabs, 
had 5.0 percent. 


Turnout was 60.8 percent. There were 2,258 polling stations and 1,107,400 registered voters for Friday's poll. 
(Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested on Sunday, hours after 
President | was declared winner in a poll denounced by his rivals in the West 
African nation as a "hold-up". 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's top challenger in Friday's presidential poll, 
was taken by police from his campaign headquarters, aides said. Police were not immediately available to 
comment. 


One of Haidalla's bodyguards said police surrounded the headquarters and later asked to see the leader. "He 
was praying in his office. They let him finish his prayers and they took him," said Mohamed Ould Kory. 


Witnesses said at least seven of Haidalla's supporters were also detained. 


Cheikh Ould Horma, Haidalla's deputy campaign director who witnessed the arrest, said: "We feel indignant. 
We are in a police state where people are terrorised." 


Haidalla was briefly detained before the vote on suspicion of plotting a coup in the desert nation where power 
has never changed hands at the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. 


Official results showed Taya won two-thirds of the votes while Haidalla, the man he ousted in a coup to 
embark on his iron-fisted 19-year rule, came second with 18.7 percent. 


Opposition parties denounced the results as null and void, saying they would challenge them in the 
constitutional council. 


Taya's camp has denied all charges of fraud and accused the opposition of trying to deceive the 2.9 million 
people who live in the impoverished Muslim country that stretches from the Sahara to the Atlantic ocean, 
straddling black and Arab Africa. 


Horma said supporters of Haidalla, who was backed by a broad coalition ranging from liberals to Islamic 
radicals, had not called any protests but could not be sure of popular reaction. 


"We don't know what the people will do. | think they will no longer allow themselves to be pushed around,” he 
said. 


ARMY ROLE KEY 


Western diplomats said they did not expect street disturbances because of fear of repression in a nation with 
a patchy human rights record, but warned the role of the divided army could be key in the coming weeks and 
months. 


The capital Nouakchott was calm on Sunday morning. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


After the June coup, some soldiers had openly complained of corruption and nepotism. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches. 


After seizing power in a 1984 coup, Taya romped home in a 1992 poll, an election held after a major 
crackdown on black Mauritanians accused of plotting a coup. He won with a massive margin in 1997 when 
the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs when he made an abrupt diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. (Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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RIYADH - Suspected al Qaeda suicide bombers devastated a Riyadh residential compound of foreigners 
mostly from Arab states, killing between 20 and 30 people and injuring up to 100, diplomats said. 


The huge blast which ripped an avenue of destruction between villas in the compound in the Saudi capital 
occurred after Western nations issued fresh terror alerts and Washington shut its missions in the kingdom, 
the world's biggest oil exporter. 


RIYADH - The French embassy in Riyadh urged its nationals to remain vigilant following the attack. 


BAGHDAD - A U.S. soldier was killed and a comrade wounded in a roadside blast in Baghdad, the U.S. 
military said, and another bomb wounded a British soldier in the Iraqi southern city of Basra. No one claimed 
responsibility for the two attacks. 


WASHINGTON - The Bush administration is considering possible alternatives to Iraq's Governing Council to 
ensure the United States will be able to turn over power as troops are withdrawn, The Washington Post 
reported on Sunday. 


TOKYO - Voters in Japan cast ballots in a general election that will determine whether Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi has clear public backing to press on with economic reforms. 


Opinion polls suggest a three-way coalition led by Koizumi's Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will win a 
comfortable majority in the first lower house election since he took office in April 2001. 


COLOMBO - The Sri Lankan government, in a power struggle with the island's president, said it may ask her 
to take over a peace process with Tamil rebels if she does not reverse a decision to sack three ministers. 


Dee seiale wae Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested, just hours after President Maaouya Ould 
was declared winner in a poll slammed by his rivals as a "holdup". 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's top challenger in the presidential poll, was 
taken by police from his campaign headquarters, a legal aide said. 


JERUSALEM - Israel's cabinet debated whether to approve a prison exchange with the Lebanese Hizbollah 
guerrilla group that has put Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's political prestige on the line. 


GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemalans were fearful national elections would be marred by violence as tensions 
fueled by the presidential comeback bid of a former military dictator blamed for civil war atrocities 20 years 
ago increased in the run-up to voting. 


BEIJING - Authorities in China's eastern province of Zhejiang intent on curbing illegal religious activities have 
closed down hundreds of temples and 10 churches, a Hong Kong-based human rights group said. 


KATHMANDU - Nepal's King Gyanendra, who is facing a bloody Maoist rebellion and dissent from political 
parties, appealed for peace and unity, the anniversary of the end of absolute monarchy in 1990. 


PHNOM PENH - Cambodia's King Norodom Sihanouk called for national unity during independence day 
celebrations amid doubts that a deal he brokered to end the country's political deadlock would hold. 


MANILA - Police swiftly ended a problem when they stormed Manila airport's control tower this weekend, but 
the timing of the brief siege during a brewing constitutional crisis and rumours of military unrest meant the 
damage was already done. 
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ee Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested, hours after President Maaouya Ould 
was declared winner in a poll denounced by his rivals in the West African nation as a 

"hold-up". 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's top challenger in Friday's presidential poll, 
was taken by police from his campaign headquarters, aides said. Police were not immediately available to 
comment. 


JOHANNESBURG - One of South Africa's leading black journalists has been sacked as editor of the Sunday 
Times, the paper said, following newsroom wrangling over his drive to make the widely read paper more 
African. 


The paper's owners Johnnic Communications dismissed Mathatha Tsedu with immediate effect on Saturday 
evening, saying there were irreconcilable differences between the company and Tsedu over his performance 
and mandate. 


JOHANNESBURG - Nelson Mandela urged South Africans to register for 2004 elections amid concern that 
young people are turning their backs on politics, 10 years after a historic poll gave blacks the vote for the first 
time. 


South Africa's first black president, his successor Thabo Mbeki and senior African National Congress cabinet 
members were out in force across the country over the weekend, trying to whip into action the one-third of 27 
million eligible voters who are not registered on the electoral roll. 


LIRA, Uganda - Rebels killed seven people including three women they burned alive on Saturday ina 
rampage across northern Uganda, residents said. 


The three women were killed at Atwoki trading centre just outside Lira town when rebels barricaded them in a 
hut and set it ablaze. The rebels also shot dead a policeman and beat three villagers to death, the residents 
said. 
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TOP STORIES 





RIYADH - Suspected al Qaeda suicide bombers devastated a Riyadh residential compound of foreigners 
mostly from Arab states on Sunday, killing between 20 and 30 people and injuring up to 100, diplomats said. 


BAGHDAD - A U.S. soldier was killed and a comrade wounded in a roadside blast in Baghdad, the U.S. 
military said on Sunday, and another bomb wounded a British soldier in the Iraqi southern city of Basra. 


TOKYO - Voters in Japan cast ballots on Sunday in a general election that will determine whether Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi has clear public backing to press on with economic reforms. 


RAMALLAH - Palestinians reached a compromise for a new government on Saturday under which security 
powers key to a U.S.-backed peace plan will be in the hands of a council controlled by President Yasser 
Arafat. 


VIENNA - Iran again pledged on Saturday to give the U.N. nuclear watchdog crucial letters making official its 
acceptance of tougher nuclear inspections and a suspension of its controversial uranium enrichment 
programme. 


WASHINGTON - North Korea appears to have built one or two nuclear weapons it could be confident would 
work even without a test nuclear blast, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency has told Congress. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested on Sunday, just hours after President 
' was declared winner in a poll slammed by his rivals as a "holdup." 


COLOMBO - The Sri Lankan government, in a power struggle with the island's president, said on Sunday it 
may ask her to take over a peace process with Tamil rebels if she does not reverse a decision to sack three 
ministers. 


YANGON - Myanmar's generals have freed democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest, but she is 
refusing to accept liberty until 35 colleagues are released from detention, U.N. envoy Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 
said on Saturday. 


LONDON - The youngest son of Britain's Queen Elizabeth, Edward, Earl of Wessex, has become a father for 
the first time, with his wife Sophie giving birth to a baby girl by emergency caesarean section. 
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MAURITANIA GOVERNMENT LIST (031109) 
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Civil Service, Labour, Youth & Sports.......... Baba Ould SIDI 
Culture, Islamic Affairs....... Isselmou Ould Sidi El MOUSTAPH 
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Economic Affairs & 

Development....Abdallahi Ould Souleymane Ould Cheikh SIDYA 
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BTA CS: oielsres Se hh ok esl eed aes en ayit Wab eee Bae ee Boidiel Ould HOUMEID 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy.............. Ahmedou Ould AHMEDOU 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation & Communication (Information) & 

Parliamentary Relations................. Mohamed Ould TOLBA 
Health, Social AfLat PSs cele ecacet sede sone uledce eo Mahmoud Ould JAAFAR 
Interior, Post & 

Telecommunications.. Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould CHEIKH AHMED 
WU SCC SS ers aor Bestia ald gad ay dtyieies: Seal en dratis aba: Soave Bedemus Sghair Ould M BARECK 
Mining & TNGUS TE. wee ice le oe lace ie wie eel an a acer lee Zeidane Ould H' MEYDA 
Rural Development & Environment................ Bocar Soule BA 
Secretary-General 

to the Presidency............... Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR 
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Central Bank Governor..............- Sidi El Mokhtar Ould NAJI 
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TOP STORIES 





RIYADH - Suspected al Qaeda suicide bombers posing as Saudi police blew up their explosives-laden car in 
a Riyadh compound housing mostly Arab foreigners on Sunday, tearing it apart and killing between 20 and 30 
people. 


TEHRAN - Iran said on Sunday it would suspend its disputed uranium enrichment programme in the coming 
days. 


RAMALLAH - Palestinian Prime Minister Anmed Qurie announced on Sunday a deal to form a new 
government that would keep security powers key to a U.S.-backed peace plan under President Yasser 
Arafat's thumb. 


TOKYO - In a blow to reformist Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, Japan's ruling coalition was headed for a 
slimmer majority in an election on Sunday and his Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) was in danger of losing its 
own majority. 


BAGHDAD - Iraq's foreign minister promised on Sunday to keep to a U.S. timetable towards sovereign 
government as another American soldier's death added to the pressure for a handover of power. 


MOSCOW - Russia's liberal and pro-business parties launched their election campaigns with warnings of a 
return to the days of authoritarian rule and financial disaster over President Vladimir Putin's handling of the 
YUKOS affair. 


TBILISI - Georgia's Defence Minister David Tevzadze said on Sunday the situation in Georgia was 
"practically out of control" following widespread protests against alleged fraud in a November 2 parliamentary 
poll. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested on Sunday, just hours after President 
‘Ahmed Taya was declared winner in a poll slammed by his rivals as a "holdup". 


COLOMBO - The Sri Lankan government, in a power struggle with the island's president, said on Sunday it 
may ask her to take over a peace process with Tamil rebels if she does not reverse a decision to sack three 
ministers. 


LONDON - Scandal-hungry Britons were forced to read between the lines on Sunday as weekly tabloids - 
despite promising to tell all - stuck to a ban on printing details of an "incident" Prince Charles said never took 
place. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania's main opposition leader was arrested on Sunday, hours after 
President | was declared winner in a poll denounced by his rivals in the West 
African nation as a "hold-up". 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's top challenger in Friday's presidential poll, 
was taken by police from his campaign headquarters, aides said. 


The director of police in the capital Nouakchott confirmed Haidalla had been detained, but gave no further 
details. 


One of Haidalla's bodyguards said police surrounded the headquarters and later asked to see the leader. "He 
was praying in his office. They let him finish his prayers and they took him," said Mohamed Ould Kory. 


Witnesses said at least seven supporters were also detained. 


Cheikh Ould Horma, Haidalla's deputy campaign director who witnessed the arrest, said: "We feel indignant. 
We are in a police state where people are terrorised." 


Haidalla was briefly detained before the vote on suspicion of plotting a coup in a nation where power has 
never changed hands at the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. 


Police officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said he was arrested for the same reason on Sunday. 


Official results showed Taya won two-thirds of the votes while Haidalla, the man he ousted in a coup to 
embark on his iron-fisted 19-year rule, came second with 18.7 percent. 


Opposition parties denounced the results as null and void, saying they would challenge them in the 
constitutional council. 


ARMY ROLE KEY 


Taya's camp has denied all charges of fraud and accused the opposition of trying to deceive the 2.9 million 
people who live in the impoverished Muslim country that stretches from the Sahara to the Atlantic ocean, 
straddling black and Arab Africa. 


Horma said supporters of Haidalla, who was backed by a broad coalition ranging from liberals to Islamic 
radicals, had not called any protests but could not be sure of popular reaction. 


"We don't know what the people will do. | think they will no longer allow themselves to be pushed around,” he 
said. 


Western diplomats said they did not expect street disturbances because of fear of repression in a nation with 
a patchy human rights record, but warned the role of the divided army could be key in the coming weeks and 
months. 


Nouakchott was calm on Sunday. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was swiftly crushed and the 
president clamped down on the Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted putsch. 


After the June coup, some soldiers had openly complained of corruption and nepotism. 


During his campaign, Taya promised to deliver prosperity to Mauritania, where many hope offshore oil will 
bring riches. 


After seizing power in a 1984 coup, Taya romped home in a 1992 poll, an election held after a major 
crackdown on black Mauritanians accused of plotting a coup. He won with a massive margin in 1997 when 
the opposition boycotted the election. 


But he angered some Arabs when he made an abrupt diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. (Additional reporting by Ibrahima Sylla). 
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RIYADH - Suspected al Qaeda suicide bombers posing as Saudi police blew up their car in a Riyadh 
compound housing mostly Arab expatriates, and officials said the blast killed at least 11 and wounded 122, 
including 36 children. 


RIYADH - U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage said he believed the deadly explosion in a 
Riyadh compound was the work of "al Qaeda terrorists" and that more attacks could be on the way. 


TOKYO - In a blow to Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and his reform agenda, Japan's ruling coalition had to 
settle for a reduced majority in Sunday's general election as an energised main opposition party made hefty 
gains. 


The three-party coalition won 275 seats in parliament's 480-seat Lower House, but Koizumi's Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) lost the simple majority it had held on its own. The LDP won only 237 against its 
previous 247, Japanese media said. 


JERUSALEM - Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, his political prestige on the line, narrowly pushed through his 
cabinet a prisoner exchange with the Lebanese Hizbollah guerrilla group that touched raw emotions in Israel. 


RAMALLAH, West Bank - Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qurie announced a deal to form a new 
government that would give the interior ministry, with security powers key to a U.S.-backed peace plan, to 
Arafat loyalist Hakam Balawi, not to Qurie's candidate for the post. 


TEHRAN - Iran, suspected by Washington of covertly working on an atomic bomb, said it would suspend its 
disputed uranium enrichment programme in the coming days, a promise first made last month but yet to be 
fulfilled. 


BAGHDAD - Iraq's foreign minister promised local leaders would meet a deadline for setting out a path 
towards self-rule as the U.S. military in Saddam Hussein's home town of Tikrit warned insurgents of more 
aggressive raids. 


BAGHDAD - Several loud blasts echoed across the Iraqi capital Baghdad on Sunday night and police said a 
mortar bomb hit a house in the centre of the city, but there were no immediate reports of casualties. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's main opposition leader, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, was arrested on 
Sunday, hours after President aus was declared winner in a poll denounced by 
his rivals in the West African nation as a "hold-up". 


TBILISI - Georgia's defence minister said the situation in the Caucasus state was "practically out of control" 
as thousands of protesters demanded President Eduard Shevardnadze step down over alleged election 
fraud. 


MOSCOW - Russia's liberal and pro-business parties launched their election campaigns with warnings of a 
return to the days of authoritarian rule and financial disaster over President Vladimir Putin's handling of the 
YUKOS affair. 


GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemalans voted in national elections marred by violence and rising tension over the 
presidential comeback bid of a former military dictator blamed for civil war atrocities 20 years ago. No 
candidate was expected to win an outright majority and avoid a December runoff. 


ROME - Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's government came under fire from a testy centre-right coalition 
whose members threatened to bring down the government after Italy's EU presidency ends on December 31 
if a range of conflicting demands were not met. 


Document LBA0000020031 109dzb900a19 


Che New York Cimes 


Foreign Desk; SECT1 
Mauritania Vote Disputed 


By The New York Times 

91 words 

9 November 2003 

The New York Times 

NYTF 

Late Edition - Final 

7 

English 

(c) 2003 New York Times Company 


NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania, Nov. 8 -- With preliminary results of Mauritania's presidential elections on Friday 
showing the American-allied incumbent leader ahead by a wide margin, the principal opposition party rejected 
the results on Saturday and called for a new election. 


Government officials said Saturday afternoon that President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a former 
colonel who has ruled for 19 years, had won 66 percent of the votes, with his principal opponent, Muhammad 
Khouna Ould Haidalla, trailing with 19 percent. 
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Preliminary results of Mauritania's presidential election show Pres Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya ahead by 


wide margin; principal opposition party calls for new election (S) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov. 9 (Xinhua) - Mauritanian former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah was 
arrested Sunday morning after announcing rejection to the result of the presidential elections, local reports 
said. 


Reports said that Haidallah was taken away by police from his home, hours after President Maaouya Ould © 
Sid. was declared winning reelection with 66.7 percent of the votes. 


In the Friday's poll, Haidallah, who tried to win back power 19 years after being overthrown by Taya, garnered 
18.73 percent of the vote, the major challenger to the 62-year-old incumbent 


president. 

The elections had come in for severe criticism The opposition, 
charging there was fraud and ballot-box stuffing in the 
elections, has rejected the result and called for a new vote. 

It was the second arrest in three days for Haidallah, who had 
been briefly detained on the eve of the poll on charges of 
plotting a coup. 
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Mauritania's opposition leader was arrested yesterday, hours after the president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed. 
, won an election dismissed by his rivals as a "hold-up". 


It was the second arrest in three days for Mohamed Ould Khouna Haidalla, a former military dictator who had 
tried to win back power in the poll last Friday, 19 years after President Taya overthrew him in a coup. 


Riot police and troops remained in the capital, Nouakchott, yesterday, after President Taya was declared the 
winner with 67% of the vote. Mr Haidalla received 19%, according to the official figures. 


Opposition leaders rejected the result, alleging fraud and intimidation. 


Mr Haidalla has the support of both Muslim fundamentalists and liberal reformers. In June, a violent coup 
attempt was blamed on Islamists. 


Security forces cracked down on alleged Islamic hardliners this year, arresting dozens early in the US-led war 
on Iraq, on charges that they were using mosques to rally support and fighters for Saddam Hussein. 


President Taya shifted international allegiances in 1999 when Mauritania broke ties with Saddam and 
established full diplomatic relations with Israel. Mauritania, in north-west Africa, remains the only Arab League 
country to retain full ties with Israel. Andrew Meldrum. 
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Mauritania's opposition leader was arrested yesterday, hours after the president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed. 
, won an election dismissed by his rivals as a "hold-up". 


It was the second arrest in three days for Mohammed Ould Khouna Haidalla, a former military dictator who 
had tried to win back power in the poll last Friday, 19 years after President Taya overthrew him in a coup. 


Riot police and troops remained in the capital, Nouakchott, yesterday, after President Taya was declared the 
winner with 67% of the vote. Mr Haidalla received 19%, the official figures said. Opposition leaders rejected 
the result, alleging fraud. 


Mr Haidalla has the support of Muslim fundamentalists and liberal reformers. In June, a violent coup attempt 
was blamed on Islamists. 


Security forces cracked down on alleged Islamic hardliners this year, arresting dozens early in the US-led war 
on Iraq, on charges that they were using mosques to rally support and fighters for Saddam Hussein. 


President Taya shifted international allegiances in 1999 when Mauritania broke ties with Saddam and 
established full diplomatic relations with Israel. Mauritania, in north-west Africa, remains the only Arab League 
country to retain full ties with Israel. 
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WMRC Perspective 

Significance The poll was viewed as a test of Mauritania's democratic 
credentials. While the campaign was violence-free, the intimidation of 
opposition candidates does not reflect well on the government. 

Implications President Taya's actions prior to the poll indicated that he 
believed he could not have won a 'free and fair' election, while the arrest of 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla - widely seen as Taya's most serious election rival 
- serves to highlight the incumbent's insecurities about his authority. 
Outlook While Taya for now remains in charge of the judiciary and 
security services, disgruntled army members and popular discontent at the 
election results could see further political instability in the impoverished 
desert nation. 





Predictable Victory 


The Interior Ministry has announced that President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has been re-elected for 


a third six-year term in office with more than 66% of the vote. The ministry said that Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla, a former president who was deposed by Taya in 1984, polled second with 18.7%, while the four 
other opposition candidates shared the remaining 15% of the vote. Voter turn-out was said to have been 
60.8%, down from the 75% turn-out recorded at the 1997 election. The government attributed the lower 
turn-out to the vote being held during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. Riot police and troops were 
reported to have been deployed in the capital, Nouakchott, during polling, although the city remained calm 
over the weekend. 


However, opposition groups immediately disputed the result, questioning the transparency of the poll. On 
Friday (7 November), opposition candidate Anmed Ould Daddah alleged a number of voting irregularities, 
including instances of opposition representatives being barred from polling stations, people being allowed to 
vote without presenting proper identification, double voting, voting by proxy and vote buying by Taya's 
supporters. Daddah and Haidalla, along with another candidate, Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, on Saturday (8 
November) night issued a 'categorical' rejection of what they described as 'an electoral masquerade’ and 
demanded a re-run. Accusations of intimidation of opposition candidates gained further credence with 
yesterday's (9 November) arrest of Haidalla on suspicion of planning a coup. He had been briefly held on the 
same charges on the eve of the vote and his two sons remain in detention (see Mauritania: 7 November 
2003: Election 2003: Mauritanian Presidential Poll Under Way Following Detention of Leading Candidate). 
The Senegal-based African Meeting for the Defence of Human Rights (RADDHO) has called for his 
immediate release, saying in a statement that the judicial harassment of the candidate, his family and his 
aides had 'partially compromised the liberal, democratic and honest character of the election’. 


Outlook and Implications 


Following an attempted putsch by disgruntled army officers in June, WMRC downgraded Mauritania's Political 
and Security Risk Ratings to 3.5 and 2.5 respectively (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel 
Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt in Mauritania). Although we had anticipated restoring the country's 
pre-coup ratings in the event of a solid victory for Taya, the irregularities surrounding the poll and the 
intimidation of Taya's key challenger have served to highlight the president's insecurities about his authority, 
raising concerns about the country's post-election stability. As such WMRC is maintaining Mauritania's Risk 
Ratings at current levels. 


Despite having officially been a multi-party democracy for more than a decade, the debacle of the 2004 
presidential election shows that the country is a long way away from truly justifying such a description. 
Although the charges against Haidalla of coup plotting are widely considered to have been trumped up by 


Taya to discredit and suppress his rival, further attempts to seize power unconstitutionally cannot be ruled out 
in a country where power has only ever changed hands as a result of coups. The June coup attempt 
indicated that many in the army are unhappy with Taya's pro-Western leadership - the army's reaction to the 
election in the coming weeks and months could be the key to the country's political future. Beyond the 
prospect of a coup, the visibly widespread support for opposition candidates in the run-up to the poll - 
whatever the official results of the vote - indicate that many ordinary Mauritanians are discontented. While 
Taya for now remains firmly in control of the judiciary and security forces, popular unrest and divisions within 
the army pose serious risks to Mauritania's future political stability. 


WMRC Contact Kate Luxford (kate. luxford@wmrc. com). 
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Radio Scripts - CORRESPONDENT REPORT 2-309690 
ABIDJAN 


INTRO: Mauritania authorities have formally charged the leading opposition candidate in recent presidential 
elections, Mohamed Ould Haidallah, with plotting to overthrow the government. Sarah Simpson reports from 
the V-O-A west Africa bureau in Abidjan. 


TEXT: Mauritania's state prosecutor says Mr. Haidallah has been charged with plotting to stage a coup 
against the government of President Maaouiya Sid Ahmed Ould Taya. 


The leading opposition candidate was one of more than a dozen of his campaign workers and family 
members who were arrested in the days before and after the November 7th presidential election. 


His adviser, Mohamed Ould Rashid, says that the allegations of a coup plot are unfounded. 
[RASHID ACT IN FRENCH; EST AND FADE] 


He says it would not be rational for the front-running opposition candidate seeking to be elected to conspire to 
overthrow the government. 


Mr. Haidallah had been briefly detained a day before the November 7th election, and again on Sunday. His 
release on the eve of the election was apparently calculated to allow the balloting to go ahead. 


According to the Mauritanian constitution, the election could not have been held had any of the candidates 
been imprisoned on election day. 


Incumbent President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya was declared the winner of the presidential election 


with 67-percent of the vote. Mr. Haidallah, who obtained about 19-percent of the vote, denounced the 
elections as rigged and called for Mauritanians to take to the streets in protest. 


Mr. Haidallah, a former president, took power in a 1979 coup, and was overthrown five-years later by 
President Taya. 


[REST OPT] There has never been a peaceful, democratic transfer of power in Mauritania. Under 
international pressure, President Taya began a process of democratization in the 1990s, but presidential 
elections that have kept him in power since that time have widely been seen as flawed. (SIGNED) 


NEB/SS/MAR/RAE 
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Mauritania authorities have formally charged the leading opposition candidate in recent presidential elections, 
Mohamed Ould Haidallah, with plotting to overthrow the government. 


Mauritania's state prosecutor says Mr. Haidallah has been charged with plotting to stage a coup against the 
government of President Maaouiya Sid Anmed Ould Taya. 


The leading opposition candidate was one of more than a dozen of his campaign workers and family 
members who were arrested in the days before and after the November 7 presidential election. 


His adviser, Mohamed Ould Rashid, says that the allegations of a coup plot are unfounded. 


He says it would not be rational for the front-running opposition candidate seeking to be elected to conspire to 
overthrow the government. 


Mr. Haidallah had been briefly detained a day before the November 7 election, and again on Sunday. His 
release on the eve of the election was apparently calculated to allow the balloting to go ahead. 


According to the Mauritanian constitution, the election could not have been held had any of the candidates 
been imprisoned on election day. 


Incumbent President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya was declared the winner of the presidential election 


with 67 percent of the vote. Mr. Haidallah, who obtained about 19 percent of the vote, denounced the 
elections as rigged and called for Mauritanians to take to the streets in protest. 


Mr. Haidallah, a former president, took power in a 1979 coup, and was overthrown five years later by 
President Taya. 


There has never been a peaceful, democratic transfer of power in Mauritania. Under international pressure, 
President Taya began a process of democratization in the 1990s, but presidential elections that have kept 
him in power since that time have widely been seen as flawed. 
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President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's victory in last week's presidential election has been confirmed 


by the constitutional council. The Interior Ministry announced earlier this week that President Taya had been 
re-elected for a third six-year term in office with more than 66% of the vote, while Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla - who was said to have won just 18.7% of the vote - was rearrested on charges of plotting a coup 
(see Mauritania: 10 November 2003: Election 2003: Leading Opposition Candidate Arrested Following 
Incumbent's Re-Election as Mauritanian President). The council said none of the candidates had lodged a 
complaint within the allowed time limit. However, lawyers acting for Haidalla said that he had planned to go to 
court to lodge a complaint but his arrest meant he was 'physically prevented from giving a proxy to that 
effect’. 


They said his rights had been violated, as the police had not followed proper procedures for search and arrest 
nor had they imprisoned him on the basis of an appropriate warrant. They accused Taya of using the justice 
system for political ends. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sghair Ould M'Barek tendered his resignation on 
Wednesday (12 November) but was immediately reappointed by Taya and asked to form a new cabinet. 


Significance: While Taya for now appears to have secured his post as president, opposition figures have 
warned that he may soon face a power challenge from disgruntled army officers because the factors behind 
the June coup attempt still exist. Public unrest also threatens to boil over as a result of the country's massive 
unemployment problem, continued poverty and ethnic inequalities. 
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(Reappointed 12 Nov 2003) 


MINISTERS: (Reshuffled 13 Nov 2003) 












































Culture, Youth & SpoOrts...... ccc een ncecs Hamoud Ould M' HAMED 
Civil Service and Employment...... Salka Mint Bilal Ould YAMAR 
Communication & Parliamentary Relations...... Hamoud Ould ABDI 
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PATANCG? 6 dis osdedreee de adnan rine. dose eeeme een aes Mahfoud Ould MOHAMED ALI 
Fisheries, Maritime Economy............. Ba Mamadou dit M' BARE 
Foreign Affairs & Cooperation........ Mohamed Vall Ould BELLAL 
Health, Social Affairs.............. Isselmou Ould Abdel KADER 
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Minato: & TD nGUS Br yinas cncrasere Seika teva ene ace tne are Zeidane Ould H' MEYDA 
Rural Development & Environment.......... Ahmedou Ould AHMEDOU 
Secretary-General 
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Trade, Craft, & Tourism........... Mohamed Lemine Ould KHATRY 
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Central Bank Governor................. Ahmed Salem Ould TEBAKH 
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Having tendered his resignation on Wednesday (12 November) and then been immediately reappointed by 
President errr er and asked to form a new cabinet, Prime Minister Sghair Ould 


M'Barek has announced a major cabinet reshuffle. In the wake of Taya's tainted election victory, M'Barek 
announced yesterday (13 November) that eight new ministers will join the cabinet, most of whom are young 
and contributed to the president's re-election campaign (see Mauritania: 10 November 2003: Election 2003: 
Leading Opposition Candidate Arrested Following Incumbent's Re-Election as Mauritanian President). Of 
note is the appointment of a female minister, Salka Mint Bilal, who will take over the Public Service and 
Employment Ministry. Taya's spokesman Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal has been appointed foreign and 
co-operation minister, while his campaign director and former communication minister Hamoud Ould 
M'Hamed has taken over the Culture, Youth and Sport Ministry. 


The more prominent ministers remain in their former posts, with the exception of Baba Ould Siddi, who 
moves from the Employment to the Defence ministry, while Anmedou Ould Anmedou becomes minister for 
rural development, having previously been the fisheries minister. 


Significance: The cabinet reshuffle appears to have been undertaken as a means of rewarding Taya loyalists 
with ministerial portfolios. Such cronyism will heighten already serious concerns about the nature of Taya's 
re-election given evidence of voting irregularities and the detention of Taya's key rival on the eve of the poll. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 16 (Reuters) - Police in the West African country of Mauritania arrested another 
opposition figure on Sunday in what his lawyer described as a government crackdown after this month's 
disputed election. 


Incumbent President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was declared winner of the November 7 ballot with 


two-thirds of the vote. The opposition said massive fraud and intimidation rendered the election invalid. 


On Sunday, police arrested Cheikh Ould Horma, deputy campaign director for the leading opposition 
candidate, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who was himself arrested hours after the election result was 
declared. 


"It's an attempt to discourage anybody from becoming involved in politics," Brahim Ould Ebetty, one of the 
lawyers defending the arrested opposition figures, told Reuters. "They want to eliminate Haidalla's campaign 
team at any cost." 


Lawyers said Horma was the latest of at least 12 opposition figures to be taken into custody in the past month 
in Mauritania, a country stretching from the Sahara to the Atlantic where many hope offshore oil deposits will 
bring riches. 


Official results showed Haidalla, who remains in detention, won just under 19 percent the vote in the country 
of 2.9 million, which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


Haidalla was briefly detained before the vote on suspicion of plotting a coup in the country, where power has 
never changed hands at the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. 


Five months ago, renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya but the uprising was crushed and the government 
clamped down on Islamic radicals the president blamed for the attempt to topple his 19-year rule. 
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Nouakchott, Nov 17, 2003 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via 
COMTEX) -- 


Mauritanian security agents arrested on Sunday another opposition politician and close associate of jailed 
former presidential candidate Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, sources said. 


Cheick Ould Horma, a medical doctor who transformed his house into Haidallah's campaign headquarters 
during campaigns for elections held on 7 November, was arrested in the capital Nouakchott. The state did not 
say why he was arrested. 


Ould Horma adds to the list of Haidallah collobarators who have been arrested since 4 November, three days 
before the presidential elections in which incumbent President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya won another 
six years. 


Haidallah, who won 18 percent of the votes, was arrested on 6 but released, before being re-arrested the day 
after elections. He has not yet been charged in court. 


A University professor and Haidallah's campaign spokesman, Ely Ould Sneiba and member of parliament 
Ismaela Ould Hamar, who was stripped of parliamentary immunity, are among those in detention. 


Two of Haidallah's sons also remained in detention. Last week, one of them, Sidi Mohamed Ould Haidallah, 
was transferred to a state prison in the town of Aleg, 400 km east of Nouakchott. 


Human rights activists in the country have said the arrest so far made over the last two weeks, in which none 
of those arrested has been charged in court, are illegal. Opposition leaders said Taya, in power since 1984, 
was rounding up critics and opposition politicians without reason. 


Meanwhile Taya, who has been virtually unseen since his re-election, named a new cabinet over the 
weekend. Eight of the 22 ministers, including Foreign Minister Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal, were new 
appointees. The ministers for national defence, justice and finance remained unchanged. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 18 (Reuters) - To the country's Islamic leaders, Mauritania's bearded, white-robed 
preachers are devout Muslims spreading an interpretation of Islam they believe many have watered down. 


For pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, re-elected this month in a disputed poll, they 
are foreign-backed zealots out to turn Mauritania into a hotbed of Islamic extremism and topple his 
government. 


"They'll tell you how to do the prayers, that you should grow a beard and tell women in the house to cover 
their heads," said Mohamed Sidi Ali, an observant Muslim like almost all of the 2.9 million people in this 
country which straddles black and Arab Africa. 


"They'll be very careful not to offend you, but by what they say you understand they preach a more 
conservative brand of Islam than the one we see in this country," he said. 


Taya's diplomatic about-turn over the past decade, moving from support for former Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein to becoming one of Israel's closest Arab allies, has stirred considerable opposition at home. That 
discontent was reinforced by his silence over the U.S.-led war in Iraq this year. 


CRACKDOWN ON ISLAMISTS 


Even before a foiled June 8 coup attempt, Taya, who took power in a 1984 putsch and has since ruled with 
an iron hand, launched a crackdown on Islamists in the former French colony. 


Scores of religious leaders were arrested in May and charged with threatening state security. Baathist 
opposition politicians close to Saddam were also targeted. 


Taya said at the time that Islamists had incited people to side with the disgruntled soldiers behind the June 
uprising, which was crushed after two days of bloody fighting. 


Two of the coup leaders had visited Saudi Arabia and were critical of Taya's pro-Western stance. But 
Western diplomats play down the idea that the foiled coup was anything other than soldiers looking for a 
better deal. 


In July, several foreign-backed Islamic charities were shut down and a law passed that restricted mosque 
activities and required religious leaders to seek the approval of the interior ministry. 


Witnesses say some Imams make anti-American speeches at prayers and criticise Taya for establishing 
diplomatic relations with Israel - Mauritania is one of three Arab League states to have done so. 


U.S. BACKING 


In his crusade against Islamic opponents, Taya has won the backing of the United States, which regards 
Mauritania as a possible breeding ground for Islamic militants. 


Washington suspects al Qaeda cells have moved south along the ancient trade routes spanning the Sahara. 
It fears that with a long coastline, desert covering most of its territory and Algeria and Morocco as neighbours, 
Mauritania could prove an ideal base for extremists. 


Diplomats and government officials acknowledge there is no firm evidence of al Qaeda penetration in 
Mauritania. Some critics say Taya is playing up the threat to get Western cash. 


The country was one of the prime beneficiaries last year of the U.S. Pan-Sahelian Initiative providing a 
number of states with U.S. equipment and training to strengthen border security and help fight the "war on 
terror". 


"There is no Islamic threat as yet. We've had no terrorist acts here. But we have to be vigilant," Taya's 
spokesman, Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal, told Reuters. 


"People go to the Gulf and then come back here with different ideas, a different vision. We simply want to 
preserve our Islam as we've always known it," he said. 


TOLERANT TRADITION 
Mauritania is an Islamic republic but, as in most of West Africa, Islam here has traditionally been tolerant. 


It is common to see women in brightly coloured veils, their faces uncovered, driving luxury cars around the 
capital - clutching the steering wheel with one hand and a cell phone in the other. 


The sale of alcohol is officially illegal, but beer and spirits are freely available in some bars and most hotels. 
Islamic Sharia law has rarely been strictly applied and coexists with a Western-style legal code. 


Analysts generally agree that Islamic radicals are finding it hard to build popular support in the country. And 
Islamic leaders say they are only raising issues relevant to Muslims. 


Sitting on a row of cushions in his sparsely decorated house, Imam Abdoulaye Sarr, 34, laughs off any 
suggestion that people like him are spreading a message of violence or seeking recruits among the young 
and marginalised. 


"When the police chief came to search the house and asked me if | had guns or explosives, | thought he was 
drunk," said Sarr, one of 32 Islamic leaders arrested in May and granted provisional release in August. 


"The government doesn't want us to say things as they are. They don't want us to talk about the Palestinians 
or about Iraq. But if Muslims are killed in a war, then you have to talk about it. And if that means we are doing 
politics, then so be it." 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 
FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 


Mr Ould Taya became head of state in December 1984 when he led a military coup. He returned the country 
to democracy in 1991 and was elected president in January 1992 as candidate of the Parti republicain 
democratique et social (PRDS) and re-elected in December 1997. Born in 1941, Mr Ould Taya draws his 


main support from the armed forces and the Beydane tribes in his home region of Adrar. He is likely to be 
re-elected for another six-year term in late-2003 presidential elections. 


Sghair Ould M’Bareck 


He replaced Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed Khouna as prime minister in July 2003 as part of Mr Ould Taya’s 

attempts to surround himself with trusted figures following the coup attempt. Although he held several cabinet 
positions in the last few years, he became the first Haratine to be nominated prime minister. He is expected to 
bring support from Haratines and black Mauritanians ahead of the November 2003 presidential election. 


Ahmed Ould Daddah 


A former minister of finance and central bank governor during the presidency of his brother, Mokhtar Ould 
Daddah. Elected president of the opposition Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD) in January 
2002, a party formed to allow candidates from the banned Union des forces democratiques-Ere nouvelle 
(UFD-EN), also headed by Mr Daddah, to contest the parliamentary elections. He took 33% of the vote in the 
1992 presidential poll, but has boycotted all subsequent elections. 


Messaoud Ould Boulkheir 


Mr Boulkheir led a breakaway faction (El-Hor) of the opposition UFD-EN, and formed Action pour le 
changement (AC) in 1995. AC was banned for “extremism” in 2002, and an attempt to relaunch the party as 
the Convention for Change late in the year was stifled. He gets most of his support from former slaves, their 
descendants and black Mauritanians. His decision to merge with the Arab-based Alliance populaire 
progressiste (APP) may restrict that support, however. 


Mohamed Lemine Ch’bih Ould Cheikh Melainine 


A former minister of planning and rural development, he left the pro-government Rassemblement pour la 
democratie et l’unite (RDU) to contest the 1997 presidential election, winning 7% of the vote. He 
subsequently launched the Front populaire (FP), focusing his campaign on the eradication of slavery. He was 
arrested in April 2001 for plotting acts of sabotage and sentenced to five years in prison, where he remains, 
despite deteriorating health. 


Mohamed Ould Maaloud 


Leader of the opposition Union des forces du progres (UFP) that won three seats in parliament. He considers 
himself the leader of the constructive opposition and played a prominent role in convincing other parties to 
take part in the 2001 legislative election. His refusal to join forces with other opposition parties has been 
taken as a sign that he may be willing to join a future PRDS-led government. 


SOURCE: Country Profile 


REUTERS 





Reuters Africa Highlights 1510 GMT Nov 25. 


635 words 

25 November 2003 

04:14 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2003 Reuters Limited 

ROME - The United Nations food body announced a serious blow to the war on world hunger, saying the 
number of undernourished had risen to 842 million and that a goal to halve hunger by 2015 looked 
increasingly remote. 


The numbers of hungry continue to rise in Sub-Saharan Africa and in the Near East and North Africa, the 
Rome-based U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation said in its annual hunger report. 


LONDON - Deaths and new cases of HIV/AIDS reached unprecedented highs in 2003 and are set to rise still 
further as the epidemic keeps a stranglehold on sub-Saharan Africa and advances across Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia. 


New global estimates based on improved data show about 40 million people worldwide are living with 
HIV/AIDS, including an estimated 2.5 million children under 15 years old. About five million people were 
infected in 2003 and more than three million died. 


OTA, Nigeria - Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo said Zimbabwe was not invited to the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting due to be held in Nigeria's capital Abuja from December 5-8. 


"We will not have an invitation (for Zimbabwe). If there is no invitation they will not come," Obasanjo told 
foreign journalists at a briefing at his residence near Lagos. 


BRAZZAVILLE - An outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus has killed 18 people in northwestern Congo Republic, 
where the disease killed 120 earlier this year, state television said. 


One hundred and sixty-four people have come into contact with the disease around Mbomo, some 700 km 
(440 miles) northwest of the central African nation's capital Brazzaville and just across the border from 
Gabon, Tele-Congo said. 


DAR ES SALAAM - Four former top Rwandan officials go on trial on Wednesday accused of playing key roles 
in the 1994 genocide of some 800,000 people, including training militias and drawing up lists of people to be 
killed. 


It is the second trial this month featuring former cabinet ministers and senior officials from the central African 
country, faced with charges of inciting ethnic hatred and mass killings. 


LAGOS - Nigerian militants who took hostage nine oil workers employed by Royal Dutch Shell at the 
weekend have released them after village elders intervened, the company said on Monday. 


The contract workers were ambushed while ferrying supplies by barge to Shell's Forcados/Yokri oil and gas 
facility in the Niger delta on Sunday. Security forces freed some of the hostages, but nine had remained 
captive. 


HARARE - A Zimbabwe judge stepped down from hearing an appeal by a private newspaper against a 
government shutdown after he was accused by the state media of being biased. 


The Daily News - Zimbabwe's only private daily newspaper - was forced to stop publication more than two 
months ago after a court ruling that it was operating illegally without licence. 


LUSAKA - Legislators have recommended castrating men who rape children in Zambia where incidences of 
the crime rose by 68 percent in the first half of this year. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's pro-Western president has accused a detained opposition leader of preparing 
an "odious plot" after the former military ruler was formally charged with conspiring against the state. 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla and about a dozen supporters were detained after a disputed presidential 
poll on November 7, officially won by incumbent President iaSBUNe CuiekSid ANRIGS TAGS amid opposition 
claims of massive fraud and intimidation. 


BUJUMBURA - Burundi rebels shelled Bujumbura from the hills surrounding the capital, firing a mortar near 
the residence of President Domitien Ndayizeye, in protest against government troops trying to flush them out, 
Officials said. 


The army blamed the attack late on Monday on the Forces for National Liberation (FNL), a Hutu rebel group 
that has repeatedly shunned the country's shaky peace process. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 25 (Reuters) - Mauritania's pro-Western president has accused a detained opposition 
leader of preparing an "odious plot" after the former military ruler was formally charged with conspiring 
against the state. 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla and about a dozen supporters were detained after a disputed presidential 
poll on November 7, officially won by incumbent President ‘Ahmed Taya amid opposition 
claims of massive fraud and intimidation. 


In an address to the nation broadcast late on Monday, Taya accused Haidalla, who has been held since the 
vote on suspicion of plotting a coup, of preparing "unrest, acts of sabotage, and destabilisation" for months 
before the poll. 


"This odious plot aimed to destroy democratic institutions," Taya said. It was destined to fail because the 
people would never accept it, he said, comparing the alleged attempt to a failed June coup by renegade 
soldiers. 


The June 8 coup bid was put down after two days of fierce street fighting in the capital Nouakchott, but it 
marked the most serious challenge to Taya's rule since he ousted Haidalla in his own uprising in 1984. 


Justice ministry spokesman Aliou Moussa Sall said on Monday that Haidalla and his co-accused had been 
charged with attacking Mauritania's essential economic interests, plotting against state authority and the 
nation's territorial integrity. 


Sall said they would be tried before December 9. Judicial sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
the trial could take place as early as next Monday. 


Taya has ruled the Islamic republic for 19 years with an iron fist, and has performed a stunning diplomatic 
about-turn - shifting from support for former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to establishing full relations with 
Israel. 


Official results from the November poll showed Taya winning two-thirds of the vote while Haidalla, who has 
the backing of many Islamic leaders, took 18.7 percent. 


Many West African countries congratulated Taya on his election victory, as did former colonial master France. 


There has been little international reaction to the arrests and the claims of fraud. Analysts say Taya has won 
the backing of many western nations which see him as a bulwark against the potential rise of Islamic 
militants. Since independence from France in 1960, power has never changed hands in Mauritania through 
the ballot box. 
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Lawyers for detained former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla have said that he and 14 
co-defendants are set to go on trial from 1 December. Haidalla, who was overthrown as president in a coup in 
1984 by current President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, was the leading challenger in the presidential 
elections held earlier this month. He was detained on the eve of the poll on charges of plotting a coup. 
Although released in order to participate in the vote, he was arrested after the close of voting and has 
remained in detention since (see Mauritania: 10 November 2003: Election 2003: Leading Opposition 
Candidate Arrested Following Incumbent's Re-Election as Mauritanian President). He officially won just 
18.7% of the vote, but he and other opposition candidates complained publicly of voting irregularities. 


According to the Justice Ministry, Haidalla along with six members of his campaign team, two of his sons and 
several other young people arrested in the run-up to the election will face charges of plotting to overthrow the 
government and sharing intelligence with a foreign power. The trial must be held within 30 days of their arrest 
under the procedure known as flagrant delit, whereby the prosecutors will argue that the defendants were 
caught 'red-handed'. They face jail terms of up to 20 years if convicted. 


Significance: Taya's arrest of his main rival and the government's strong-arm tactics in the lead-up to the 
election seriously undermined the government's claims of being a mature democracy. Haidalla's trial could 
further tarnish the country's reputation. There are concerns that a speedy prosecution will fail to ensure the 
defendants' right to a fair trial. Haidalla's lawyers have also accused the police of failing to follow proper 
procedures for search and arrest and detaining him on the basis of an inappropriate warrant. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 1 (Reuters) - Mauritanian police fired tear gas on Monday to disperse dozens of women 
protesting at the start of the trial of an opposition leader. 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who lost last month's disputed elections to the incumbent president, 
pleaded not guilty to plotting with a foreign power to drag the country into war. 


Hadialla ye detained shortly after presidential polls on November 7, officially won by President Maaouya 
amid opposition claims of massive fraud and vote rigging. 


The former military ruler appeared in court alongside 14 opposition figures facing a range of charges of 
threatening public order in the West African country, which hopes new found oil will bring it riches. 


He could face a minimum 10 to 20 years in jail or up to a lifetime of forced labour if convicted. 


Most of the protesters outside the criminal court in the capital Nouakchott were women, who traditionally form 
the bulk of participants at protest rallies in the former French colony. 


The court president read out charges against Haidalla that said he was accused of attempting to destroy or to 
change the constitutional regime, committing acts that would drag Mauritania into war and conspiring with a 
"foreign power". 


The court did not say which foreign power was involved. Judicial sources in Nouakchott said the country in 
question was Libya. 


Last month, Taya accused Haidalla of preparing an "odious plot" to destabilise the country, where power has 
never changed hands at the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. 


Renegade soldiers staged a coup in June in Mauritania, which stretches from the Sahara to the Atlantic and 
straddles black and Arab Africa. 


The June 8 coup bid was put down after two days of street fighting in Nouakchott, but it marked the most 
serious challenge to Taya's rule since he seized power in 1984. 
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Nouakchott, Dec 02, 2003 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via 
COMTEX) -- 


Lawyers defending Mauritanian opposition leader Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla against charges of 
threatening state security, walked out of court on Tuesday in the capital, Nouakchott, forcing a temporary 
suspension of hearings. 


Ould Haidalla, runner-up in last month's presidential elections, first appeared in court on Monday in a court 
session that lasted more than six hours. That court session only ended in the evening when Haidalla, who 
had been fasting, proved too weak to answer questions. 


Outside court, police toting batons threw teargas at hundreds of his supporters trying to enter the court room 
and attend the trial that was conducted largely in Arabic, Mauritania's official language. 


Defence lawyers asked that the proceedings be nullified and Ould Haidalla, who was arrested on 9 November 
along with 14 opposition supporters, be released. 


Diabira Maroufa, one of the defense lawyers, said lawyers told court the trial should be nullified because it 
was riddled with irregularities and other violations of the due process of law. But the presiding judge ruled that 
the trial should continue. 


On Tuesday, the presiding judge ruled that one of Ould Haidalla's lawyers, who also served as a campaign 
manager to the former presidential candidate, was in contempt of court. This prompted a walk-out in protest 
by the defense lawyers. 


Ould Haidalla, a former army colonel who ran this large desert state from 1980-84, was detained for alleged 
"conspiracy to destroy or change the government" and for committing "acts exposing Mauritania to a war 
declaration" in "complicity with a foreign power." 


A 18.67 fa wc of the votes in the 7 November elections. Incumbent President Maaouya Ould 


who overthrew him in 1984, won 66 percent of votes and will remain president of this 
Islamic state for six more years. 


The day before elections, Ould Haidalla was arrested for allegedly plotting to overthrow the government. He 
was released later but re-arrested two days after the polls. 


Others arrested with him and expected to appear in court include Ould Haidalla's campaign spokesman who 
is also a University professor, Ely Ould Sneiba; opposition parliamentarian Ismaela Ould Amar and one of 
Haidalla's sons. 


Renowned lawyer Brahim Ould Ebety last week denounced the trial as "void". If found guilty, Ould Haidalla 
could face between 20 years in jail with forced labour and a life term, lawyers said. 
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DAKAR, Dec 4 (Reuters) - He's a minority voice in Senegal, but Imam Mamour Fall is not afraid to speak out 
for Osama bin Laden. 


Fall's support for America's enemy number one strikes an especially jarring note in Senegal, a relaxed mainly 
Muslim country on West Africa's coast where religion is confined to mosques and churches and doesn't stray 
into politics. 


"| know bin Laden. People want me to insult him and | will not do it. He is a great man, a great strategist, a 
great Muslim, and that is what interests us and not the fact that he is accused of killing people," he told 
Reuters in Senegal. 


Fall, 39, rose to notoriety late last month (eds: November) when he was deported from Italy, where he was 
imam of the small northern town of Carmagnola. 


The Interior Ministry said Fall posed a threat to public order and endangered national security. It said he was 
known to authorities as someone who received suspect funds. His expulsion also followed public statements 
in support of bin Laden. 


He has been repeating his views since arriving back in Senegal's seaside capital Dakar. But if anything his 
lone voice is the exception that proves the rule of moderation among West Africa's Muslims. 


After the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States, attention turned to Africa, seen as a potentially 
rich recruiting ground for bin Laden's al Qaeda network. 


West Africa fits the profile perfectly - with its diamond mines, convoluted civil wars, surfeit of arms and a 
strong Muslim tradition in many countries. So far evidence of real links between al Qaeda and the region 
have proved elusive. 


"DEFENSIVE JIHAD" 


Fall says he got to know bin Laden, whom he calls Sheikh, in Sudan while both were working in the diamond 
business. He fought with him in Bosnia, like hundreds of militant Arabs who battled alongside Muslims in the 
1992-1995 war. 


In Italy, Fall once said he was linked to the al Qaeda leader by a "blood pact". He says he has no links with 
bin Laden now, and has had no relationship with him 1996. 


Fall's expulsion from Italy, where he had lived for 11 years, came after he predicted in a number of 
newspapers that Italians in Iraq would be attacked. Shortly afterwards, 19 Italians were killed in a suicide 
bombing in Nassiriya. 


Even after that attack and his expulsion, Fall was unapologetic in his defence of his Saudi-born mentor. 


"Me, |am a Muslim who wants to apply all that Allah outlined in the Koran, like the Jihad (holy war), solidarity 
between the Muslims," said the bearded, bespectacled preacher. 


"What we can do today is defensive Jihad. If an Islamic territory is attacked as America and its allies are 
doing today, every Muslim has the duty to attack these invaders." 


Recently, however, al Qaeda and its allies have claimed mostly Muslim lives in a string of suicide bombings 
from Turkey to Saudi Arabia - attacks made even more shocking because they took place during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan. 


Al Qaeda has promised to send more "cars of death" into the United States, Japan, Italy, Britain, and Muslim 
countries. 


Muslim leaders have reacted angrily, saying the violence has nothing to do with a religion which bans suicide 
bombs. Saudi Arabia has urged Muslims to unite against "terrorism." It's a message that rings true in 
Senegal. 


"Islam has never called on the faithful to devote oneself to violence. Islam is a religion of peace par 
excellence," said Alioune Sall, Muslim preacher and host of a popular radio show. 


REST AND RELAXATION 


It is this kind of view that dominates in West Africa. Security analysts acknowledge that despite its crippling 
poverty, the region is more likely to be used for rest and relaxation by Islamic militants than for recruiting. 


The head of a U.N.-backed war crimes court in Sierra Leone has said he had proof al Qaeda were working in 
Liberia - but their activities seemed limited to diamond trading and money laundering rather than recruiting 
among battle-hardened youths. 


Militant Islam has generally found it hard to penetrate much of the region, where tribal allegiances mean more 
than religion. 


In Senegal, 95 percent of the population is Muslim but they tend to have a relaxed attitude to their faith - 
many women wear Western-style clothes and their idols include Madonna, the raunchy pop star. 


Equally, the more fervent anti-Americanism of militant Islam is lacking. Opposition to the war in Iraq was more 
vocal than elsewhere in the region, but nothing close to that in the Middle East or even in Europe. 


In neighbouring Mauritania, fears of extremism run deeper as pro-Western President Maaouya Ould 
-Ahmed Taya fears foreign-backed zealots are trying to turn his country into a hotbed of Islamic 
extremism. 


Taya has won the backing of the United States, which regards Mauritania as a possible breeding ground for 
Islamic militants. But even here, Islam is traditionally tolerant and there are few signs that more radical 
preachers are making serious inroads. 


Across West Africa, Fall seems to be outnumbered. 


"There are Muslims who commit terrorist acts, but this should never be blamed on Islam. Islam rejects all 
forms of violence," Sall said, voicing a widespread view. 


"If bin Laden is the author of the attacks he is accused of, he will answer to God. Because this religion that is 
a religion of peace does not allow anyone to take another person's life." 
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Abidjan, Dec 09, 2003 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 


A Mauritanian judge has postponed until Thursday the trial of former president, Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla, and 14 co-defendants accused of plotting to stage a coup d'etat against President 


Presiding Judge Mohamed Abdellahi Ould Teyeb suspended on Monday the two-week trial, which had 
already been suspended once last week, without giving any explanation, defense lawyers told IRIN. A 
defense witness, the lawyers said, was testifying when the judge cut short the trial. 


As the courtroom emptied, Ould Haidalla's supporters began chanting "Haidalla, Haidalla", a source who 
attended the trial told IRIN on Tuesday from Nouakchott. 


Ould Haidalla, a former army colonel, ruled this vast desert nation of 2.5 million inhabitants from 1980 to 
1984. He was toppled in December 1984 by Ould Taya. 


After years away from public life, Ould Haidalla resurfaced in August with an announcement that he would run 
for presidency in elections on 7 November. But Taya, also an army colonel, defeated him, winning more than 
66 percent of the votes. 


Ould Haidalla and 14 of his supporters are charged with "conspiracy to destroy or change the government", 
"acts exposing Mauritania to a war declaration", and "complicity with a foreign power". 


Two days before the polls, the government had accused Ould Haidalla of plotting a coup d'etat. He was 
arrested but released a few hours later in time for him to vote. 


The 14 people charged with him, including one of his sons, were arrested either in the run-up to the election 
or shortly after. If found guilty, the accused could receive sentences ranging from 20 years of forced labour to 
life in prison. 
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Text of report by Algerian newspaper Liberte web site on 17 December 


This meeting, which has been postponed many times, is scheduled for this coming 23 and 24 December in 
Algiers. 


For too much wanting to act as if nothing were amiss and in order to stick with the embraces of protocol in 
order to cover up the profound malaise with the Moroccan neighbor, the Algerian authorities once again run 
the risk of sustaining a stunning failure in their doggedness to reactivate the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA). 


Indeed the summons to a summit meeting of heads of state for this coming 23 and 24 December in Algiers 
could result in a monumental flop. And rightly so, one week before the meeting is held, the risk of a defection 
by the king of Morocco, Mohammed VI, will inevitably lead to its postponement. This possibility is all the more 
serious since the previous one in June 2002 provides information about the degree to which the presence of 
the region's five heads of state around the same table would be miraculous. 


Yesterday, taking advantage of his stay in Marrakech at the South-South summit meeting, Abdelaziz 
Belkhadem, the head of Algerian diplomacy, delivered President Bouteflika's letter of invitation to the UMA 
summit meeting to the Moroccan sovereign. By adhering to the forms, is Algiers guaranteeing the Moroccans 
will rally around? Of course with his host the emissary from El-Mouradia [the presidential palace in Algiers] 
used the usual language with respect to the requisite reconciliation for the benefits of Maghreb integration. 


Now, given the current state of affairs, the virtually insurmountable differences between the two countries 
about, in particular, the problem of Western Sahara, mortgage every chance of normalization and integration 
into a common space. Since its creation in 1989 in Marrakech, the UMA has remained at the stage of sterile 
maturation. The Islamist attacks that occurred in that same city in 1994 which led to the closure of the 
Algerian-Moroccan borders have further poisoned the situation. Meetings, limited to experts and ministers, 
have rarely resulted in praiseworthy initiatives. The UMA has broken down. In the absence of political will, it 
has turned into an empty shell. For more than a decade, we have witnessed eternal restarts, without any 
convincing result. The union's seventh summit meeting, which has been scheduled several times, has still not 
taken place. 


In June 2002, consensus was finally reached for holding it in Algiers. At the last minute, while everything was 
ready, the king of Morocco bowed out. The head of the government, who was the source of that defection, 
mentioned some "surprising initiatives taken by the Algerian neighbours," to wit, the rejection, by Algiers, of 
the framework agreement setting out autonomy for the Saharan territories. Mohammed VI's absence quite 
simply led to the postponement of the meeting by the Algerian authorities, who, as an excuse, mentioned a 
postponement suggestion coming from the Libyan head of state, Al-Qadhafi. 


In theory, Libya was supposed to take up the reins following the summit meeting and run the UMA president's 
office. In two years the situation hardly changed. Algerian-Moroccan relations are still in neutral. So it is not 
terribly probable we shall witness warm scenes of recognition. From diplomatic sources in Algiers it has in 
fact been learned that the king's arrival is uncertain. 


Only the trip by experts and the head of diplomacy has been confirmed. A meeting of the follow-up committee 
has been announced for tomorrow [18 December]. At the start of next week, the foreign affairs ministers of 
the five will meet. What remains is the summit meeting. Beyond the Moroccan sovereign, it seems as though 

, the president of Mauritania, is also not going to take part in the meeting. 
"His visit is neither confirmed nor denied," was all an embassy representative told us. Ignoring a fiasco, the 
Algerians, for their part, are continuing to prepare for the summit meeting. At the Foreign Affairs Ministry, they 
remain confident. 


Source: Liberte, web site, Algiers, in French 17 Dec 03 
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In TRIPOLI story headlined "Libya denies funding Mauritania 
coup plot", please read in first paragraph...to topple the 
government in a plot ...instead of ...to topple the government 
in June ina plot... (removes erroneous date). 





Inserts new paragraph 7 to clarify. 
A corrected version follows. 


TRIPOLI, Dec 19 (Reuters) - Libya on Friday denied accusations by Mauritanian authorities that it funded a 
bid to topple the government in a plot led by a former military ruler now on trial. 


The Libyan Foreign Ministry called the allegations "unfounded lies and fabrications". 


In comments carried by the official Jana news agency, it said "the Libyan authorities had not given any funds 
to anyone and had nothing to do with what is going on in Mauritania". 


Opposition leader Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who lost disputed elections to the incumbent president 
last month, is currently on trial in the capital, Nouakchott, charged with plotting with a foreign power to drag 
the country into war. 


A Mauritanian police statement said on Thursday Haidalla's alleged plot was financed by the Libyan secret 
service. 


Haidalla, who was detained after the November poll, denies this and says Mauritanian security forces have 
set him up. 


Tensions had been running high in Mauritania ever since a coup shook the desert nation earlier this year. 


The June 8 coup was put down after two days of street fighting in Nouakchott and marked the most serious 
challenge to President ‘Ahmed Taya since he seized power in 1984 in the West African 
Islamic republic and ousted Haidalla. 


Haidalla, whose trial alongside 14 opposition figures began on December 1, could face a minimum 10 to 20 
years in jail and up to a lifetime of forced labour if convicted. 
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Woodside's stocks soared on news of an oil discovery and the purchase of a major asset, writes Yvonne Ball. 


It's been an extraordinary week for Woodside Petroleum. Just as the market was digesting its latest oil 
discovery in the deep waters off West Africa, the leading oil and gas producer revealed it would dramatically 
increase its exposure to the region by acquiring the Mauritanian assets of giant Italian oil group ENI BV . 


According to the director of Woodside Petroleum's Africa business unit, lan Jackson, ENI's chairman said last 
week the company's decision was made reluctantly and did not reflect the joint venture or the region's 
prospectivity. Whatever ENI's reasons, it's Woodside's gain. 


"I'm always a positive person, my cup is always half full. But in this case my barrel is overflowing. This week 
has just been great," Jackson says. "The fact they came together is just fortuitous." 


The news sent Woodside's shares to a year high of $15.10 as analysts lauded the "bargain" it had secured. 


"In our opinion, the sale represents a very good price [less than half of our valuation assumption] in an area 
with significant growth potential," UBS says. 


Woodside's total costs could be as much as $US77 million ($135 million), but will probably come to about 
$US42 million given its other joint-venture partners can buy a pro-rata share of the ENI assets. Both Hardman 
Resources and Roc Oil have indicated their intention to do so. 


The deal will lift Woodside's interest in the region, the location of three major oil discoveries the Chinguetti 
field , Banda and more recently Tiof to 53.84 per cent from 35 per cent. Hardman Resources, which 
introduced Woodside to Mauritania in 1999 and in which Woodside holds 10 per cent, will jump to 37.38 per 
cent in one of the permits and 33.23 per cent in the other, while Roc Oil's interest will rise to 4.15 per cent and 
3.69 per cent. 


The remaining stake is held by Fusion Oil in the UK, which intends to sell its interests to Premier Oil. 
Jackson says ENI first contemplated selling its share of the project about a year ago. 


"Even though they are a big company they can only spread themselves so thinly . . . they decided probably 
about a year ago that Mauritania would be a place they wouldn't be around," Jackson says. 


"It was one of the easiest things to sell to our board. The value of this Chinguetti itself more than pays for it." 


Woodside's additional exposure to the region comes as it prepares to deliver a declaration of commerciality to 
the Mauritanian government before year-end, confirming the viability of the 100 to 140 million barrel 
Chinguetti oil field, discovered in 2001. 


The joint venture will then embark on a field development plan ahead of a final investment decision, probably 
in April. 


First production is scheduled towards the end of 2005. 


The joint venture has spent around $US280 million on the development so far. The final investment decision 
will require an additional $US250 million excluding the lease of a floating production and storage vessel. 


Chinguetti, the first of the offshore discoveries to be brought into production, is expected to produce about 75 
million barrels a day. Jackson says further success with Tiof, which is shaping up to be bigger than 
Chinguetti, could lead to initial production by 2008. 


Some commentators have suggested the entire project area contains about one billion barrels but Jackson 
says that was starting appear conservative. 


"After we hit Tiof I'd suggest that is way out by a number of factors. It could be a number of billion barrels by 
the time you finish. 


"We knew there were between 100 and 200 million barrel fields around there and that is good business but 
Tiof has taken us to a new place." 


He says Woodside's interest in Mauritania was a "30- to 50-year type of deal", reflecting the importance of 
Africa to Woodside's growth strategy. 


Jackson's vision is for the African unit contribute about 20 per cent of Woodside's production by 2010. 

The country's political stability came under scrutiny earlier this year after an attempted coup against President 
acs NOMIASA SEES in the capital Nouakchott . Jackson says there has been no instability 
since. 
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Muscat, - His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said received at Al Alam Palace today the credentials of the 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of the Republic of Moldova to the Sultanate. 


The ambassador made an address before His Majesty the Sultan in his capacity as the first ambassador of 
his country. In his address, Moldova's ambassador conveyed greetings and best wishes of President Vladimir 
Voronin to His Majesty wishing him good health and happiness and the Omani people further progress and 
prosperity. 


The ambassador expressed his honour to present his credentials to His Majesty as the first ambassador of 
his country to the Sultanate. The ambassador affirmed that he would do his utmost to strengthen relations 
between the Sultanate and the Republic of Moldova. 


In reply to the ambassador H.M. the Sultan said ult is our pleasure to receive you as the first extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary ambassador of the Republic of Moldova and we welcome the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between our two countries which will enhance horizons of cooperation between the Omani and 
Moldovan peoples. We affirm to you that you will get all support from us, our government and the Omani 
people to facilitate your task.f 


His Majesty the Sultan also received the credentials of Sidi Mohammed Ould Mohammed as extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania to the Sultanate. 


During the side meeting between His Majesty the Sultan, and the ambassador, the latter conveyed greetings 
and best wishes of President iEasSIGa OU SREANNeTENS to H.M. the Sultan and expressed his delight 
and honour to present his credentials to His Majesty. 


He stressed his keenness to enhance fields of cooperation between the two countries in the joint interests of 
the two peoples. 


His Majesty welcomed the ambassador and thanked President Taya for his greetings and best wishes, 
stressing to the ambassador that he would receive all support from His Majesty, the government and the 
Omani people to enable him to perform his duties. 


His Majesty the Sultan also received the credentials of extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of the 
Gabonese Republic to the Sultanate. 


The ambassador during the conversation with His Majesty the Sultan conveyed to His Majesty the greetings 
and best wishes of President Omar Bongo. The ambassador expressed his delight and honour to present his 
credentials to His Majesty, confirming that he will exert his best efforts to boost friendship relations between 
the two countries and to open up new fields of bilateral cooperation in the mutual interests of the two peoples. 


After welcoming him and thanking President Bongo for his greetings and best wishes, His Majesty the Sultan 
reassured the ambassador that he would receive all support from His Majesty, the Omani government and 
the people to enable him to perform his duties. 


His Majesty received the credentials of extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe to the Sultanate. 


During the side meeting between His Majesty the Sultan and the ambassador, the latter, conveyed greetings 
and best wishes of President Robert Mugabe to His Majesty the Sultan. He expressed his honour and 
happiness to present his credentials to His Majesty, stressing that he will do his utmost to enhance bonds of 
friendship in the joint interests of the two peoples. 


His Majesty the Sultan welcomed the ambassador and thanked President Mugabe for his greetings and best 
wishes. His Majesty reassured the ambassador that would receive all support from His Majesty, the Omani 
government and the people to enable him to perform his duties. 


His Majesty the Sultan also received credentials of extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of Ukraine 
to the Sultanate. 


He made an address before His Majesty the Sultan in his capacity as the first ambassador of his country. In 
his address, the Ukrainian ambassador conveyed the greetings and best wishes of President Leonid Kuchma 
to His Majesty wishing him good health and happiness and the Omani people further progress and prosperity. 


The ambassador expressed his honour to present his credentials to His Majesty as the first ambassador of 
his country to the Sultanate. The ambassador said that he would do his utmost to strengthen relations 
between the Sultanate and the Ukraine. 


In reply to the ambassador H.M. said ult is our pleasure to receive you as the first extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary ambassador of the Ukraine. We thank you for your kind feelings towards us and our country. 
We welcomed the establishment of diplomatic relations with Ukraine in the interests of the two peoples. We 
thank President Kuchma for his greetings and best wishes. We wish him and the Ukrainian people all 
progress and prosperity. God willing, you will receive all support from us, our government and the Omani 
people to facilitate your task.f 


His Majesty the Sultan also received the credentials of Abdul Razaq Mohyddin Hassan Tahir as extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary ambassador of the Republic of Ghana to the Sultanate 


During the side meeting between His Majesty the Sultan and the ambassador, the ambassador conveyed, 
greetings and best wishes of President J.A. Kufuor to His Majesty the Sultan and expressed his pleasure and 
honour to present his credentials to His Majesty, saying that he will seek to foster good relations between the 
two countries in the joint interests of their two peoples. 


His Majesty welcomed the ambassador and thanked the President Kufuor for his greetings and best wishes. 


His Majesty reassured the ambassador that he would receive all support from His Majesty, the Omani 
government the people to enable him to perform his duties. 


His Majesty the Sultan also received the credentials of extraordinary and plenipotentiary ambassador of 
Mongolia to the Sultanate. 


During the side meeting between His Majesty the Sultan and the ambassador, the latter conveyed to His 
Majesty the Sultan the greetings and best wishes of President Natsagiyn Bagabandi and expressed his 
delight and honour to present his credentials to His Majesty, saying he would exert his best efforts to boost 
the good relations between the two countries in the joint interests of their two peoples. 


His Majesty welcomed the ambassador and thanked President Bagabandi for his greetings and best wishes 
and reassured the ambassador that he will receive all support from His Majesty, the Omani government and 
the people to enable him to perform his duties. 


The credentials presentation ceremony was attended by the Minister of the Diwan of Royal Court, the 
Minister Responsible for Foreign Affairs, the Head of the Royal Protocols, the Commander of the Royal 
Guard of Oman and the Military Aides to His Majesty the Sultan. - Ends/k/fs. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 28 Reuters - A Mauritanian opposition leader charged with plotting to overthrow 
President was released from custody on Sunday with a five-year 
suspended sentence and a fine. 


Former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla was put on trial after losing to Taya in a presidential 
poll last month, accused by the authorities of conspiring with a foreign power to destroy or change the 
constitutional regime. 


He had been in custody since November 9, two days after the election. 


He was found guilty of plotting the coup, a charge that would normally carry a minimum sentence of 10 to 20 
years in jail or up to a lifetime of forced labour. 


It was not immediately clear why the court president gave Haidalla the five-year sentence which was 
suspended without a fixed term for the suspension, effectively giving him his freedom. 


Defence lawyers said the apparently lenient sentence was probably because the case was unfounded. 


"It's a political decision which has the advantage of avoiding a prison sentence," lawyer Maitre Ebretty Ould 
Brahim said. 


Taya has ruled the Islamic Republic with an iron fist since seizing power from Haidalla in 1984 in a country 
where power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. 


Haidalla was seen as the strongest challenger to Taya for a some time and had a broad coalition ranging 
from liberals to Islamic radicals, but he was trounced in the November poll amid cries of massive vote rigging. 


He was arrested with a number of supporters straight after the election. Four people from Haidalla's camp 
were also released on Sunday, each receiving two-year suspended sentences and fines. 


Mauritania, only the third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel, is a poor mostly desert 
nation which hopes to get rich from offshore oil finds. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 9 (Reuters) - Mauritania has detained an Islamist opposition leader who returned from 
exile seven months after he broke out of jail during a failed coup, his lawyer said on Friday. 


Mauritania's recently re-elected pro-Western president has accused Islamists of inciting people to side with 
soldiers in the coup attempt in June last year. 


It was not immediately clear why Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, who opposes Muslim Mauritania's relations 
with Israel, flew back to the West African nation from Belgium on Thursday night. 


"He was detained by the police as he came off the plane and was taken to the civil prison of Bayla without 
being told why he was detained,” Mansour's lawyer Brahim Ould Ebetty told Reuters. 


Police could not immediately be reached for comment. 


Police first arrested Mansour, then mayor of the opposition stronghold of Arafat in the capital Nouakchott, last 
May on suspicion of threatening state security amid growing unrest over the U.S.-led invasion of lraq that 
began in March. 


He was among dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab nationalist Baath party sympathetic to 
ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to be rounded up. 


Police sources said the detainees were suspected of recruiting youths for subversion and of links to a foreign 
network of Islamic militants. 


Mansour escaped from jail in June during the coup that was crushed after two days of fierce fighting in 
Nouakchott. It was the biggest challenge to the rule of President Madotiva Ould Sid Nhe Taya, who 
seized power in a 1984 coup. 


Taya's crusade against Islamic opponents has the backing of Washington, which regards Mauritania as a 
possible breeding ground for Islamic militants. 


Taya staged a diplomatic about-turn over the past decade, switching from supporting Saddam to becoming 
only the third Arab League nation to have full diplomatic relations with Israel. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 12 (Reuters) - A team of U.S. military experts has started training the army in 
Mauritania, a northwest African state that Washington fears could be a fertile ground for Islamic militancy. 


Pamela Bridgewater, a U.S. deputy undersecretary of state for African affairs who met pro-Western President 
Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya on Sunday, said more teams were expected in the largely desert Islamic 
republic. 


"A team of military experts has been here since Saturday to teach, train and reinforce the capacities of the 
Mauritanian army charged with frontier surveillance against cross-border terrorism," she told reporters late on 
Sunday. 


Taya, who has ruled Mauritania with an iron fist since seizing power in a 1984 putsch, has won U.S. support 
in his crusade against Islamic opponents. 


Once a backer of Saddam Hussein, Taya has done a diplomatic about-turn and Mauritania is now only the 
third Arab League nation to have full diplomatic relations with Israel. 


Taya accused Islamists of inciting people to support a June 8 coup last year, the most serious challenge to 
his rule since he took power. The uprising was crushed after two days of fierce fighting in the capital 
Nouakchott. 


The U.S. support is part of a scheme to help four nations sitting on the southern fringes of the Sahara desert - 
Chad, Mali, Niger and Mauritania - to combat security threats. 


Large swathes of the burning Sahara are lawless no-man's lands, where opportunistic bandits, 
hostage-takers and former rebels sometimes seek refuge. 


The risks were highlighted last week when two stages of the Paris-Dakar rally were cancelled after reports of 
armed bandits waiting to ambush riders near the Mali-Mauritania border. 


U.S. officials declined to say how many experts were in the team in Mauritania, or where they were based. 


"We have praised the efforts of Mauritania in the fight against international terrorism and for the reinforcement 
of democracy," Bridgewater said. 


Mauritania's June coup attempt followed the arrest of dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab 
nationalist Baath party sympathetic to Saddam Hussein amid signs of unrest after the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 


Among those arrested was Islamist opposition leader Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, who opposes ties with 
Israel. He fled into exile during the coup but was arrested on his return last week. 


On Monday, Mansour's lawyer told Reuters he had been charged with breaking out of prison, but said his 
client was not guilty as his jailers had forced him to leave. 
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TUNIS, Jan 14 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Tunisian newspapers on Wednesday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


LE TEMPS 


- President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali receives written message from Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya Ould _ 


LA PRESSE 

- Government has plan to expand the railway network. 

LE QUOTIDIEN 

- Leadership infighting rocks legal opposition Liberal Social Party. 

ASSABAH 

- Coach Roger Lemerre named Tunisia squad for African Nations Cup. 

LE RENOUVEAU 

- Tunisia will play Benin in soccer friendly today in latest warm-up match before African Nations Cup. 
ESSAHAFA 

- Tunisia's Etoile leading soccer club seeks new coach. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 21 (Reuters) - Mauritanian authorities have released on bail an Islamist opposition 
leader detained earlier this month after he returned from exile, his lawyer said. 


Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, who opposed Muslim Mauritania's relations with Israel, was released late on 
Tuesday. 


Mauritania's recently re-elected pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has accused 


Islamists of trying to destabilise his government's rule and siding with soldiers in a thwarted coup attempt last 
June. 


Mansour was detained on January 8 as he came off a plane after flying back from Belgium, where he had 
gone in exile last year. No explanation was given for the detention. 


Police had first arrested Mansour, who was then mayor of the opposition stronghold of Arafat in the capital 
Nouakchott, last May on suspicion of threatening state security amid growing unrest over the U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq. 


He was among dozens of Islamists and activists of the pan-Arab nationalist Baath party sympathetic to 
ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to be rounded up. 


Mansour escaped from jail during the June coup, which was crushed after two days of fierce fighting in 
Nouakchott. 


Taya's crusade against Islamic opponents has the backing of the United States, which regards Mauritania as 
a possible breeding ground for Islamic militants. 


Taya seized power in 1984 with a coup and has since ruled the West African nation with an iron hand. Over 
the past decade he has staged a diplomatic about-turn, switching from supporting Saddam to becoming only 
the third Arab League nation to have full diplomatic ties with Israel. 
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COUNTRY BACKGROUND 

FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

Official name 

Republique islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state 

Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system 

Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 
National legislature 


The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower house, the Assemblee 
nationale, with 81 deputies 


National elections 


October 2001 (legislative); November 2003 (presidential). The next legislative election is due in 2006. The 
next presidential election is due in 2009 


Head of state 


President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was re-elected in 


December 1997 
National government 


The president and his appointed Council of Ministers, which was appointed in November 2003 following the 
presidential election 


Main political parties 


A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti republicain democratique et 
social (PRDS), Alliance populaire progressiste (APP), Rassemblement pour la democratie et I'unite (RDU), 
Union des forces democratiques (UFD), Front populaire mauritanien (FPM), Union des forces du progres 
(UFP), Parti pour la liberte, l'egalite et la justice (PLE) and Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD) 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Prime minister Sghair Ould M'Bareck 

Key ministers 

Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Salka Mint Bilal Ould Yamar 


Culture & Islamic affairs: Hamoud Ould M'hamed 


Economic affairs & development: Abdallahi Ould Cheikh Sidiya 
Education: El Hacen Ould Mohamed 

Finance: Mahfoud Ould Mohamed Ali 

Fisheries & the maritime economy: Ba Mamadou M'Bare 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal 
Health & social affairs: Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 
Information & parliamentary relations: Hamoud Ould Abdi 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Kaba Ould Elewa 
Justice: Diabira Bakary 

Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H'Meyda 

National defence: Baba Ould Sidi 

National education: Aboubekrine Ould Anmed 

Rural development & environment: Anhmedou Ould Anmedou 
Secretary-general of the government: Diallo Abou Moussa 
Trade, crafts & tourism: Mohamed Lemine Ould Khatry 
Transport & equipment: Ba Bocar Soule 

Water & energy: Cheikh Saad Bouh Kamara 

Central Bank governor 

Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh 

SOURCE: Country Report 
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Abidjan, Jan 22, 2004 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 


The Mauritanian authorities on Tuesday granted conditional release to opposition activist Jemil Ould Mansour 
who was arrested some two weeks ago for breaking out of a Mauritanian jail last year. 


Mansour, the former mayor of the Arafat suburb of the capital Nouakchott, was arrested in April 2003 alon 
with some 40 Islamic clerics and political activists whom the regime of President HiasciyAOUI'Sid ARRTEE 

accused of anti-state activities. He had been a strong supporter of the Palestinian cause and critic of 
Mauritania's relationship with Israel. 


According to Mansour's lawyer, Brahim Ould Ebety, Mansour was freed from prison by troops involved in the 
abortive coup against Taya on 8 June 2003. 


After fleeing to neighbouring Senegal and then securing political asylum in Belgium, Mansour unexpectedly 
returned to Nouakchott on January 8 and was arrested on the tarmac of the airport. 


"He was released because of the irregularity of the case against him", Ebety told IRIN from Nouakchott. 
Ebety, who also defended former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla during his trial in December, 
said his client was accused of anti-state activities and flight from prison. 


The Mauritanian government granting a provisional release to 41 detained Islamic leaders and activists in 
August, a move denounced by Mansour at the time as a political ploy by Taya in the run-up to presidential 
elections. 


Mansour is a member of the Rally of Democratic Forces (RFD) opposition party, led by former IMF official 
Ahmed Ould Daddah. he publicly supported Haidalla in the 7 November election, which Ould Taya won with 
66 percent of the vote. 
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RABAT, March 19 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Moroccan newspapers on Friday. Reuters 
has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


ASSABAH 


- Moroccan security services informed Spanish autorities about terror attacks planned by Moroccans and 
other Arabs living in London. 


AL BAYANE 
- Madrid bombings one week after: investigators track Cheddadi, al Gerbouzi and others... 
AL ITTIHAD AL ISHTIRAKI 


- Another Moroccan among four men arrested in Spain on suspicions of involvement in Madrid train 
bombings. 


AUJOURD'HUI LE MAROC 

- Al Qaeda: the Moroccan networks. 

- Was Aznar manipulated by secret services? 

- Possible government reshuffle sparks interest in political circles. 

ATTAJDID 

- Cabinet reshuffle to cut the number of ministers. 

AL ALAM 

- Spanish authorities arrest seven people suspected of killing a Moroccan in Barcelona. 
LIBERATION 

- Moroccans in Spain: amazement, worries and anger. 

- Unemployment slightly up. 

LE MATIN 

- (Spain's prime minister-elect Jose Luis Rodriguez) Zapatero's first official foreign visit will be to Morocco. 
- List of suspects in Madrid bombings grows. 

- King Mohammed greets (Mauritanian) President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 
AL AHDATH AL MAGHRIBIA 


- Former member of Moroccan intelligence services gives details about kidnapping and disappearance of 
opponents in the 1970s and 1980s. 


BAYANE AL YOUM 


- Fisheries ministry recorded 175 maritime accidents last year, many blamed on technical problems. 


L'OPINION 

- Exclusive report: the routes the Polisario uses to divert food aid for Tindouf refugees. 
- lraq one year after the war: violence and uncertainty. 

L'ECONOMISTE 

- Morocco-USA: What they did not tell you (about the free trade agreement). 
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The president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, was elected to another six- year term in a contentious and 


controversial presidential election held on November 7th. As expected, Mr Ould Taya won a landslide victory 
in the first round, following similar victories in 1991 and 1997. Following the election, the Constitutional 
Council confirmed a 61.7% voter turnout. Mr Ould Taya's closest rival (and predecessor as president), 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, came second, with 18.7% of the votes cast. He was arrested before the 
election, released and then re-arrested shortly after it as the authorities accused him of preparing to stage a 
coup d'etat. Two other veteran opponents, Ahmed Ould Daddah, and Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, both failed 
to win a large number of votes. 


Opposition leaders contested the results and called for a new election, alleging massive fraud and 
widespread intimidation of political opponents. Their criticism was echoed by local human rights groups and 
the international media, who noted the absence of international observers and threats against opposition 
supporters during the campaign. On December 30th lawyers for Mr Ould Haidallah announced the filing of a 
request for the Supreme Court to annul the election. This request is unlikely to be granted by a judiciary 
prone to executive influence; however, it may signal the opposition's willingness to contest the election result 
in whatever way it can. Pursuing this matter through legal channels is the only realistic, albeit slim, chance of 
overturning the result; demonstrations or external pressure are not considered possible. 


SOURCE: Country Report 
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PRDS set to consolidate position 


The ruling Parti Republicain Democratique et Social (PRDS) is expected to dominate this month's elections to 
renew one-third of Mauritania’s 54-seat Senate. Seven parties have nominated a total of 31 candidates for 
the 18 seats, but only the PRDS is fielding candidates for all 18. This isn’t particularly surprising: the PRDS is 
the only party that has the necessary funds to propose candidates and campaign for each seat (and that is 
only because of the blurring of the distinction between state and PRDS resources). Senators will be chosen 
via indirect election by municipal counsellors who gained office in local elections (last held in October 2001). 
The elections will use proportional voting for three seats in Nouakchott (for the districts of Sebkha, Arafat and 
Riad) and majority voting for the remaining 15 seats. 


With opposition parties well represented on Nouakchott city council, the PRDS is likely to split the vote there 
with two main opposition groups, the Alliance populaire progressiste and the Rassemblement des forces 
democratiques. The PRDS is expected to sweep the remaining 15 seats (although some voters may express 
dissatisfaction with PRDS nominees by supporting candidates from the two smaller parties in the presidential 
alliance, Union pour la democratie et le progres and Rassemblement pour la democratie et |’unite). In fact, 
opposition groups were hesitant about participating in the senatorial election after alleging widespread fraud 
and irregularities in the November 2003 presidential poll. However, by taking part they hope to demonstrate 
that they remain a force that cannot be dismissed by the PRDS or the president, Maaouya Ould Sid’ 


Nonetheless, it is clear that the PRDS will remain the dominant political force until legislative elections, due in 
2006. (This assumes, of course, that there is no repeat of the June 2003 coup attempt. A putsch does seem 
unlikely, both because of an increased security presence and because the president has surrounded himself 
with confidantes, but given the interaction of family and clan rivalries a further attempt cannot be ruled out.) 
Political and economic policy programmes are thus likely to remain broadly unchanged, although two 
long-term issues will remain serious points of contention: the unsuccessful coup highlighted both a major 
problem in government foreign policy—that of an Islamic state maintaining a close relationship with the US 
and Israel—and the government's increasingly harsh treatment of opposition groups. Support for the Ould 
Taya regime is likely to remain weak and be threatened by a broad coalition of opponents, ranging from 
liberal reformers to Islamic fundamentalists, as long as support for the US and Israel remains state policy and 
the opposition is oppressed. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 6 (Reuters) - An Arab summit postponed by Tunisia to the surprise of other Arab states 
will "definitely" be held next month, the Arab League's secretary general said on Tuesday. 


Amr Moussa told reporters in Mauritania's capital Nouakchott that the League backed Tunisia's offer to still 
host the meeting, but added it could also be held elsewhere. 


Moussa has been touring northwestern Africa to muster support for an early summit to replace the one that 
Tunisia called off in March because it said some Arab governments would not make a strong commitment to 
democracy and human rights. 


Other delegates have dismissed that explanation. 

"| have discussed with the president the recent developments in the Arab world and in particular the Arab 
summit and the consultations under way to hold the meeting as soon as possible, definitely in May," Moussa 
said after meeting Mauritania's leader MSsSupaIOUld Sid ABBE Tab 


"There is a proposal by Tunisia to host the summit and the Arab League approves that," he said. But he 
added: "The venue should not constitute a hurdle. Any Arab country could host it," he said. 


Pan-Arab newspaper al-Hayat quoted Moussa on Tuesday as saying mid-May could be a provisional date for 
the summit. Cairo, home to the Arab League headquarters, has led efforts to reconvene the meeting and had 
offered to host a rescheduled summit in Egypt. It said the postponement was unjustified. 


Moussa told al-Hayat he would visit eastern Arab states for more consultations. 


He said Arab foreign ministers would meet in Cairo in the last week of April and the summit agenda would not 
change from its main subjects of reform, restructuring the Arab League and an Arab Middle East peace 
initiative. 


(Additional reporting by Tom Perry in Cairo). 
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The ruling Parti Republicain Democratique et Social (PRDS) is likely to dominate the April 9th elections to 
renew one-third of Mauritania's 54- seat Senate. Seven parties have nominated a total of 31 candidates for 
the 18 seats, but only the PRDS is fielding candidates for all 18 seats. This isn't particularly surprising: the 
PRDS is the only party that has the necessary funds to propose candidates and campaign for each seat (and 
that is because of the blurring of the distinction between state and PRDS resources). Senators will be chosen 
through indirect election by municipal counsellors who gained office through local elections last held in 
October 2001. The elections will use proportional voting for three seats in Nouakchott (for the districts of 
Sebkha, Arafat and Riad), and majority voting for the remaining 15 seats. 


With opposition parties well represented on Nouakchott city council, the PRDS is likely to split the vote with 
two main opposition groups, the Alliance populaire progressiste and the Rassemblement des forces 
democratiques. The PRDS is expected to sweep the remaining 15 seats, although some voters may express 
dissatisfaction with PRDS nominees by supporting candidates from the two smaller parties in the presidential 
alliance, Union pour la democratie et le progres and Rassemblement pour la democratie et I'unite. In fact, 
opposition groups were hesitant about participating in the senatorial election after alleging widespread fraud 
and irregularities in the November 2003 presidential poll. However, by taking part, they can demonstrate that 
= a force that can not be dismissed by the PRDS or the president, hasty CRUISES 


Nonetheless, it is clear that the PRDS will remain the dominant political force until legislative elections, due in 
2006. (This assumes, of course, that there is no repeat of the June 2003 coup attempt. A putsch does seem 
unlikely, because of an increased security presence and because the president has surrounded himself with 
confidantes, but given the interaction of family and clan rivalries a further attempt cannot be ruled out.) 
Political and economic policy programmes are thus likely to remain broadly unchanged, although two 
long-term issues will remain serious points of contention: the unsuccessful coup highlighted both a major 
problem in government foreign policy--that of maintaining a close relationship with the US and Israel--and the 
government's increasingly harsh treatment of opposition groups. Support for the Ould Taya regime is likely to 
remain weak and be threatened by a broad coalition of opponents, ranging from liberal reformers to Islamic 
fundamentalists, as long as support for the US and Israel remains state policy and the opposition is 
oppressed. 


SOURCE: ViewsWire Africa 
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Nouakchott, Apr 07, 2004 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa Global Media via 
COMTEX) -- 


A group of prominent Mauritanians who backed former president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla in his 
failed bid to regain power in last year's presidential election, filed papers for the creation of a new political 
party on Wednesday. 


Opposition political sources said papers seeking to legalise Ould Haidalla's new Party for Democratic 
Convergence were submitted to the Interior Ministry in the capital Nouakchott. 


If the party is allowed to exist, it is likely to become a major opposition force to the ruling Republican Social 
Democratic Party of President WsuGdy NR OUIESIA ERmadEAS who has been in power for the past 20 
years. 


Ould Haidalla was overthrown by Ould Taya in a 1984 coup, but he was officially declared runner-up to the 
incumbent head of state in the November 2003 presidential election, which the opposition denounced as 
riddled with fraud. 


Haidalla and several of his supporters were arrested immediately after the poll and charged with plotting a 
coup. They were released a few weeks later. 


Many of those backing Ould Haidalla's new party are Islamic radicals, who have in the past been persecuted 
by Ould Taya's government. 


Ould Taya has banned faith-based parties in this staunchly Islamic country and has angered many of its three 
million people by establishing diplomatic relations with Israel. 


The leadership of Ould Haidalla's new party also includes black Mauritanians from the south of this ethnically 
mixed desert country which forms an uneasy bridge between the Arab world and Sub-Saharan Africa. 


Blacks have largely been excluded from the political mainstream in Mauritania. Since independence from 
France in 1961, the government has been dominated by fair-skinned Moors who are ethnically and culturally 
closer to the Arabs of the Mahgreb than to the people of the Sahel. 


One group notably absent from the leadership of the new opposition party are the pro-Baathist politicians who 
supported Ould Haidalla's election campaign last year. 


The vice-president of the Party for Democratic Convergence is Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, the former 
mayor of the Arafat district of Nouakchott who has been tagged as an "Islamist" by the authorities. 


He was arrested early last year during a government crackdown on politicians and religious leaders, but 
escaped from his prison cell during the confustion that surrounded an attempted coup June 2003. 


Ould Mansour fled to neighouring Senegal and then to Belgium where he was granted political asylum. 
Returning to Mauritania shortly in January this year, he was arrested as he stepped off the plane in 
Nouakchott, but was released a few days later. 


Significantly , the Arabic initials of Ould Haidalla's new party read "El Hamd" which literally means "praise to 
God" in Arabic. This makes obvious to all Mauritanians the party's implicit sympathy for the Islamic militants 
who would like to run the country along the lines of orthodox Islamic principles as they are spelt out in the 
Koran. 


Political analysts in Nouakchott said that if legalised by the government, the new party would provide a 
convenient cover for Islamic radicals to enter the political arena. 


However, process of recognition could take several weeks and there was no guarantee that the government 
would allow the party to exist at all, they added. 


"If the authorities want to reduce political tension and have a better grip on presumed external threats from 
the coup plotters, they had better approve the group," a Nouakchott-based observer told IRIN. 


If not, they could push "Haidalla's friends"- that is how Mauritanians refer to the mixed group- to go 
underground and develop closer links with the coup plotters, he added. 


That in turn could heighten anti-government sentiment in a country that is, according to Anmed Ould Daddah, 
another opposition candidate in last year's presidential election, is already at "boiling point." 


The analyst said a compromise deal might also be possible. The government could recognize the party on 
condition that Ould Haidalla kick out of its leading members whom the authorities may deem "threatening". 


Ould Taya accused Islamic militants of plotting with soldiers to overthrow him in last year's failed coup, which 
led to two days of heavy fighting in the capital. 


About 125 members of the armed forces are in prison awaiting trial in connection with tlast year's abortive 
military uprising and new arrests still continue. 


Security sources said two senior officers of the paramilitary gendarmerie had been arrested in recent days for 
"having had contacts with the plotters". A third gendarmerie officer had been placed under de-facto house 
arrest for the same reason, they added. 


One of those arrested is Bahah Ould, the former commander of the gendarmerie brigade based in the 
southern town of Rosso on the Senegalese border. He is a relative of former army major Saleh Ould 
Hannena, the mastermind of last year's coup attempt, who is still on the run. 


The other detained officer is Mohamed Ould Ely who was head of the gendarmerie in Kaedi, another town on 
the Senegal border. 
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Significance The new party will be a broad church, composed of a 
considerable range of groups and individuals who have been alienated by Ould 
Taya over his 20-year reign. 











Implications If allowed to register, the new formation could become a 
formidable opposition force in the country. 
Outlook The government is likely to be aware of the threat posed by the 


new party and the most likely outcome will be that registration is refused. 
However, as this would push the opposition towards a more radical stance and 
perhaps herald an upsurge in instability, Ould Taya may prefer to allow the 

registration and then work to divide the party once it is created. 


A Sore Loser 


Ould Haidallah, overthrown by the present incumbent in a 1984 coup, had been encouraged to re-enter the 
public scene and run for president by a range of opposition groups. He was then roundly defeated in the first 
round of the 7 November 2003 polls. Headed for a huge victory at the head of an enthusiastic public 
campaign, Haidallah was subsequently harassed and victimised in a range of ways: police raided his home, 
prevented opposition rallies and eventually arrested the candidate along with his sons and members of his 
campaign team (see Mauritania: 5 November 2003: Election 2003: Police Raid on Mauritanian Opposition 
Candidate's Home Raises the Temperature; 6 November 2003: Election 2003: Tear-Gas and Arrests as 
Crackdown on Mauritania's Opposition Continues; and 7 November 2003: Election 2003: Mauritanian 
Presidential Poll Under Way Following Detention of Leading Candidate). Not content with the 66% of the vote 
which he then inevitably won, President RTH SeO NEST RRR then instituted a shaky coup-plot 
charge against his former opponent, largely as punishment for daring to stand against him (see Mauritania: 
22 December 2003: Mauritania Coup Trial Both Farcical and Sinister). It is to his great credit that Ould 
Haidallah is still in the country, let alone prepared to re-enter the political fray. 


Welcome to the Party 


The new formation seems to be the idea of a group of prominent Mauritanian opposition figures who have 
chosen Ould Haidallah as a high-profile figurehead. The new Party for Democratic Convergence, whose 
papers were submitted to the Nouakchott Interior Ministry yesterday, counts as its Vice-President Mohamed 
Jemil Ould Mansour, a former mayor of the Arafat suburb of the capital who has been called an ‘Islamic 
radical’ by the authorities. He returned from exile in Belgium earlier this year. Other Islamists, opposed to 
Ould Taya's ban on faith-based parties and diplomatic links with Israel, are also members of the new 
formation, whose acronym, El Hamd, means 'praise to God’. Ould Taya's government, on the other hand, 
rests on the support of secular Ba'athists and blames Islamists for last year's attempted coup (see Mauritania: 
29 July 2003: Government Continues Crackdown on Mauritanian Islamists). The new party's leadership also 
includes many prominent black Mauritanians, a 1m-strong minority (one-third of the population) that has been 
systematically persecuted by Ould Taya's regime. They should be watchful, however: Ould Taya himself used 
this constituency to help him in his early days, before retreating behind Arab/Moorish ethnic chauvinism. 


Outlook and Implications 


A new formation bringing together a broad range of opposition forces is the best chance for Mauritania's 
democracy and the wider health of the polity, which after 20 years of brutal, racist and non-accountable rule 
by a small clique is simmering just below boiling point. However, Ould Taya holds many cards: he is 
repositioning himself after the defeat of his former Ba'athist patron, Saddam Hussein's Iraq, and the 
recognition of Israel has brought a measure of US support with which to counterbalance the internal 
opposition thus generated. As incumbent, he can also look to the future revenues from recently discovered 
offshore oil resources, which will increase his powers to both coerce and buy off opposition (see Mauritania: 7 


January 2004: Mauritania's New Oil- Blessing or Curse?). Furthermore, the appearance of a supposedly 
‘Islamist radical’ opposition in the age of the global war on terror will not make it hard for him to call for 
international support: US military advisors are already helping the border guards of Mauritania and other 
Sahel nations to combat cross-border Islamist terror threats. 


WMRC Contact Olly Owen (olly. owen@wmrc. com). 
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The ruling Parti Republicain Democratique et Social (PRDS) is likely to dominate the April 9th elections to 
renew one-third of Mauritania’s 54-seat Senate. Seven parties have nominated a total of 31 candidates for 
the 18 seats, but only the PRDS is fielding candidates for all 18 seats. Senators will be chosen through 
indirect election by municipal counsellors who gained office through local elections last held in October 2001. 


With opposition parties well-represented on Nouakchott city council, the PRDS is likely to split the vote with 
two opposition groups: the Alliance populaire progressiste and the Rassemblement des forces 
democratiques. The PRDS is expected to sweep the remaining 15 seats, though some voters may express 
dissatisfaction with PRDS nominees by supporting candidates from the two smaller parties in the presidential 
alliance, Union pour la democratie et le progres and Rassemblement pour la democratie et l’unite. Opposition 
groups were hesitant about participating in the senatorial election after alleging widespread fraud and 
irregularities in the November 2003 presidential poll. However, by taking part, they can demonstrate that they 
remain a force that can not be dismissed by the PRDS or the president, Haas AOUIaSTA BRGATAS, 


Nonetheless, it is clear that the PRDS will remain the dominant political force until legislative elections, due in 
2006. (This assumes, of course, that there is no repeat of the June 2003 coup attempt.) Political and 
economic policy programmes are thus likely to remain broadly unchanged, although two long-term issues will 
remain serious points of contention: the unsuccessful coup highlighted both a problem in government foreign 
policy -- that of maintaining a close relationship with the US and Israel -- and the government's harsh 
treatment of opposition groups. Support for the Ould Taya regime is likely to remain weak and be threatened 
by a broad coalition of opponents, ranging from liberal reformers to Islamic fundamentalists, as long as 
support for the US and Israel remains state policy and the opposition is oppressed. 


-- EIU ViewsWire Africa 
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ONE of the poorest countries in the world is poised to have its fortunes transformed by an oil and gas 
bonanza. 


Supermajors are queuing to buy into projects in Mauritania, the impoverished West African state whose 
annual economic output is just $2 billion (£1.1 billion) - about two months' profits at BP. The bonanza could 
trigger windfalls for City investors as well as bringing huge benefits for the nation, 69% of whose 2.1 million 
inhabitants live on less than $2 a day. 


Recent hydrocarbon discoveries have stoked interest in Mauritania. Dana Petroleum, which operates three 
offshore blocks, is considering the sale of significant stakes in each of its exploration zones to fund more 
drilling work and is listening to offers. An industry source said: 'They want to see what people are prepared to 
offer and there has been a lot of interest, right up to the major players. 


Dana has rights to 45% of the exploration acreage licensed out by the Mauritanian government at the end of 
the 1990s. The rest is run by consortia headed by Australian giant Woodside Petroleum, which made the first 
major discovery there three years ago. Oil reserves found off Mauritania in the past year total a billion barrels. 


Sizeable gas reserves mean there is also talk of a liquefied gas plant being built to supply markets in the US 
and Europe and boost trade in a country where the only exports are iron ore and fish. Dana technical director 
Andy Bostock said: 'All the ingredients are in place for Mauritania to become a very important hydrocarbon 
producing region. The potential is enormous and it could rival the North Sea.’ 


Dana, which has set a deadline of the end of this month for offers for its stakes in Mauritania, recently made 
its first discovery in the country. Members of Woodside's consortia include independent oil and gas firm 
Premier Oil and little-known Australian independents Hardman Resources and Roc Oil. 


BG Group bought minority interests of 11.6% and 13.1% in two projects run by Woodside from Hardman for 
$132 million. Exxon is understood to have been blocked from buying into Woodside projects by existing 


artners and Total has already signed a deal with the Mauritanian government, headed by President 
Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 10 explore onshore. 
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Official name 

Republique islamique de Mauritanie 

Form of state 

Arab and African Islamic republic 

Legal system 

Based on the 1991 constitution, strongly influenced by sharia (Islamic law) 
National legislature 


The bicameral parliament consists of the Senate, with 54 members, and the lower house, the Assemblee 
nationale, with 81 deputies 


National elections 


October 2001 (legislative); November 2003 (presidential). The next legislative election is due in 2006. The 
next presidential election is due in 2009 


Head of state 


President, elected for a renewable six-year term of office; Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was re-elected in 


November 2003 
National government 


The president and his appointed Council of Ministers, which was appointed in November 2003 following the 
presidential election 


Main political parties 


A total of 29 political parties are registered; the main ones are the ruling Parti republicain democratique et 
social (PRDS), Alliance populaire progressiste (APP), Rassemblement pour la democratie et I'unite (RDU), 
Union des forces democratiques (UFD), Front populaire mauritanien (FPM), Union des forces du progres 
(UFP), Parti pour la liberte, l'egalite et la justice (PLE) and Rassemblement des forces democratiques (RFD) 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Prime minister Sghair Ould M'Bareck 

Key ministers 

Civil service, labour, youth & sports: Salka Mint Bilal Ould Yamar 


Culture & Islamic affairs: Hamoud Ould M'hamed 


Economic affairs & development: Abdallahi Ould Cheikh Sidiya 
Education: El Hacen Ould Mohamed 

Finance: Mahfoud Ould Mohamed Ali 

Fisheries & the maritime economy: Ba Mamadou M'Bare 
Foreign affairs & co-operation: Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal 
Health & social affairs: Isselmou Ould Abdel Kader 
Information & parliamentary relations: Hamoud Ould Abdi 
Interior, posts & telecommunications: Kaba Ould Elewa 
Justice: Diabira Bakary 

Mines & industry: Zeidane Ould H'Meyda 

National defence: Baba Ould Sidi 

National education: Aboubekrine Ould Anmed 

Rural development & environment: Anhmedou Ould Anmedou 
Secretary-general of the government: Diallo Abou Moussa 
Trade, crafts & tourism: Mohamed Lemine Ould Khatry 
Transport & equipment: Ba Bocar Soule 

Water & energy: Cheikh Saad Bouh Kamara 

Central Bank governor 

Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh 

SOURCE: Country Report 
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Opposition parties met on Monday (10 May) to discuss what they have labelled ‘violations of the constitution’ 
by President aneurin in the aftermath of the December 2003 presidential elections, 
which were won by the incumbent after his main rival was harassed, detained and charged with plotting a 
coup. Following the failure of defeated opponent Mohammed Khouna Ould Haidalla to register a new 
broad-based political party, Popular Front party leader Mohamed Ould Cheikh Melaine called the meeting of 
over 1,000 delegates to discuss the next move (see Mauritania: 8 April 2004: Losing Presidential Candidate 
Registers New Party in Mauritania and 13 April 2004: Ruling Party Dominates New Vote for Mauritanian 
Senate). Recognising the crisis proportions of the hijacking of the electoral process and accompanying civil 
rights abuses, he told delegates that thanks to the behaviour of the authorities, people in Mauritania 'no 
longer believed in democracy’. 


Significance: The news comes at the same time as Panapress reported that President Ould Taya has sacked 
11 of his 15 close advisers over the last few days, aiming to replace those holding important posts. The 
absence of an explanation for the changes has fuelled speculation that the long-term incumbent is heading 
for yet another change of policy direction and tactics. The President has increasingly sought to portray his 
rivals as coup plotters and Islamic extremists, while at the same time exacerbating the conditions which 
produce coup plots and extremism. 
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TUNIS, May 22 (Reuters) - Thirteen Arab heads of state took part in the opening session of the Arab summit 
in Tunis on Saturday, and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, trapped by Israeli forces in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah, is expected to speak to them by video-link. 

Here is a list of the heads of the delegations: Algeria - President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 

Bahrain - Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa 

Comoros - President Assoumani Azaly 

Djibouti - President Ismail Omar Guelleh 

Egypt - President Hosni Mubarak 

Iraq - Governing Council member Nasser Kamel Chaderji 

Jordan - King Abdullah 

Kuwait - Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah 

Lebanon - President Emile Lahoud 

Libya - Leader Muammar Gaddafi 

Mauritania - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 

Morocco - King Mohammed 

Oman - Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud al-Said 

Palestinian Authority - Foreign Minister Farouk Kaddoumi. President Yasser Arafat will speak by video-link. 
Qatar - Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani 

Saudi Arabia - Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal 

Somalia - President Abdiqassim Salad Hassan 

Sudan - Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail 

Syria - President Bashar al-Assad 

Tunisia - President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali 

United Arab Emirates - Ruler of Fujairah Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed al-Sharqi 

Yemen - Prime Minister Abdul-Qader Bagammal. 
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Mauritania's Home Affairs Ministry has decided to recognise a new opposition grouping founded by key aides 
to recently defeated presidential candidate Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah. The new Sawab party, whose 
name can be variously translated as 'right track’, ‘best choice’, 'reward' or ‘target’, was formed after a meeting 
of key opposition figures earlier this month (see Mauritania: 12 May 2004: Opposition Meets to Plan Strategy 
as Mauritanian President Sacks Aides). That meeting in turn came after a previous plan to register a 
broad-based opposition party (see Mauritania: 8 April 2004: Losing Presidential Candidate Registers New 
Party in Mauritania) was sunk by the government's decision not to allow it legal status (see Mauritania: 13 
April 2004: Ruling Party Dominates New Vote for Mauritanian Senate). 


However, the Sawab party differs from the previous attempt in two crucial respects: it espouses a secular 
reform agenda, excluding the nods to Islamist sentiment that characterised the still-born Party for Democratic 
Convergence; and it also excludes Ould Haidallah - the government had objected to his presence in the 
previous formation as he is technically a sentenced criminal (on spurious coup charges fabricated around the 
time of last year's elections). The real reason for wanting to exclude him is because he is the candidate with 
the best chance of unseating incumbent president ReaSuyaDEIa Sia . Even though the new 
party is largely composed of Ould Haidallah's supporters, it has specifically distanced itself from the defeated 
candidate in order to avoid being caught in the same trap. 


Significance: Despite its stated distance from Ould Haidallah, the Sawab party takes as its central policy 
plank one of his ideas from the 2003 presidential campaign - the restructuring of the polity to minimise the 
influence of personal rule. In a country that has been closely controlled by Ould Taya, using a huge variety of 
ideologies and strategies, since he overthrew Ould Haidallah in a 1984 coup, this is indeed the central 
political issue. Sawab's espousal of such liberal-democratic ideals as the meaningful separation of the 
executive, legislature and judiciary will endear the party to the outside world much more easily than would a 
currently unwise Islamist colouring. 
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First Quantum Minerals Ltd. (TSX Symbol "FM", LSE Symbol "FQM") is pleased to announce that the 
Government of Mauritania has signed an agreement approving the involvement of First Quantum Minerals in 
the development of the Guelb Moghrein copper-gold deposit located near Akjoujt in Mauritania. The 
agreement clears the way for a new company to be formed which will be beneficially owned 80% by First 
Quantum Minerals and 20% by Guelb Moghrein Mines d'Akjoujt SA. 


First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with production expected by the fourth quarter of 
2005. Production will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of copper and 50,000 ounces of 
gold per year in the form of a copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of Nouakchott and 
exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 


First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical test work on ore samples to determine the optimum 
process for recovery of the copper and gold mineralization. MDM Processing, an Australian engineering 
company, has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical work and to complete the preliminary process 
design. Under the current timetable, the metallurgical test work and process design will be completed by the 
end of 2004, with contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 


It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a 
large proportion of the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in production, the mine is 
expected to employ approximately 200 Mauritanians. Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 
residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading of both power and water supplies, and the 
general increase in commercial activity as a result of the mine development and operation. Considerable 
benefits are also expected to flow to Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated from the 
project. 


Philip Pascall, Chairman and CEO commented, "First Quantum sees this investment as a first step in a 
potentially larger involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, for similar ore bodies in the 
surrounding concession area, is successful. First Quantum is one of an increasing number of companies that 
view Mauritania as a progressive state which encourages foreign investment. | would like to thank President 

‘Ahmed Taya for his support of the Guelb Moghrein Project and we look forward to a long 
and fruitful relationship between First Quantum and Mauritania." 


On Behalf of the Board of Directors 12g3-2b-82-4461 
of First Quantum Minerals Ltd. Listed in Standard and Poor's 
"Philip Pascall" Sedar Profile £00006237 


Philip Pascall Chairman & CEO. 





For further information visit our web site at 
www. first-quantum com 





United Kingdom contact: Clive Newall, President 


1st Floor, Mill House Mill Bay Lane Horsham West Sussex RH12 1TQ United Kingdom 


Tel: +44 140 327 3484 Fax: +44 140 327 3494 E-Mail: 
clive. newall@first-quantum. com. 
or 





Carina Corbett, 4C Communications Ltd, Tel: + 44 20 7907 4761 
North American contact: Geoff Chater or Bill Iversen 


Suite 450-800 West Pender Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada V6C 2V6 Tel: (604) 688-6577 Fax: 
(604) 688-3818 Toll Free: 1 (888) 688-6577 E-Mail: 


info@first-quantum. com 


This information is provided by RNS 
The company news service from the London Stock Exchange 
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VANCOUVER, British Columbia - (BUSINESS WIRE) - July 14, 2004 - First Quantum Minerals Ltd. (TSX:FM) 
(LSE:FQM) is pleased to announce that the Government of Mauritania has signed an agreement approving 
the involvement of First Quantum Minerals in the development of the Guelb Moghrein copper-gold deposit 
located near Akjoujt in Mauritania. The agreement clears the way for a new company to be formed which will 
be beneficially owned 80% by First Quantum Minerals and 20% by Guelb Moghrein Mines d'Akjoujt SA. 


First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with production expected by the fourth quarter of 
2005. Production will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of copper and 50,000 ounces of 
gold per year in the form of a copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of Nouakchott and 
exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 


First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical test work on ore samples to determine the optimum 
process for recovery of the copper and gold mineralization. MDM Processing, an Australian engineering 
company, has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical work and to complete the preliminary process 
design. Under the current timetable, the metallurgical test work and process design will be completed by the 
end of 2004, with contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 


It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a 
large proportion of the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in production, the mine is 
expected to employ approximately 200 Mauritanians. Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 
residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading of both power and water supplies, and the 
general increase in commercial activity as a result of the mine development and operation. Considerable 
benefits are also expected to flow to Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated from the 
project. 


Philip Pascall, Chairman and CEO commented, "First Quantum sees this investment as a first step in a 
potentially larger involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, for similar ore bodies in the 
surrounding concession area, is successful. First Quantum is one of an increasing number of companies that 
view Mauritania as a progressive state which encourages foreign investment. | would like to thank President 

AreaTags for his support of the Guelb Moghrein Project and we look forward to a long 
and fruitful relationship between First Quantum and Mauritania." 


On Behalf of the Board of Directors of First Quantum Minerals Ltd. 
Philip Pascall, Chairman & CEO 

12g3-2b-82-4461 

Listed in Standard and Poor's 

Sedar Profile #00006237 


Certain of the information contained in this news release constitute "forward-looking statements" within the 
meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking statements, including 
but not limited to those with respect to the prices of gold, copper and sulphuric acid, estimated future 
production, estimated costs of future production, the Company's hedging policy and permitting time lines, 
involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors which may cause the actual results, 
performance or achievements of the Company to be materially different from any future results, performance 
or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, among 
others, the actual prices of copper, gold and sulphuric acid, the factual results of current exploration, 
development and mining activities, changes in project parameters as plans continue to be evaluated, as well 


as those factors disclosed in the Company's documents filed from time to time with the British Columbia 
Securities Commission and the United States Securities and Exchange Commission. 


The Toronto Stock Exchange has not reviewed and does not accept responsibility for the adequacy or 
accuracy of this release. 


First Quantum Minerals Ltd. Geoff Chater or Bill lversen (604) 688-6577 or Toll Free: 1-888-688-6577 Fax: 
(604) 688-3818 Email: info@first-quantum.com Website: 
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Mr. Philip Pascall reports 


MAURITANIA APPROVES FIRST QUANTUM MINERALS ACQUISITION OF AN 80% INTEREST IN GUELB 
MOGHREIN COPPER-GOLD DEPOSIT 


The government of Mauritania has signed an agreement approving the involvement of First Quantum 
Minerals Ltd. in the development of the Guelb Moghrein copper-gold deposit located near Akjoujt in 
Mauritania. The agreement clears the way for a new company to be formed which will be beneficially owned 
80 per cent by First Quantum Minerals and 20 per cent by Guelb Moghrein Mines d'Akjoujt SA. 


First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with production expected by the fourth quarter of 
2005. Production will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of copper and 50,000 ounces of 
gold per year in the form of a copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of Nouakchott and 
exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 


First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical testwork on ore samples to determine the optimum process 
for recovery of the copper and gold mineralization. MDM Processing, an Australian engineering company, 
has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical work and to complete the preliminary process design. 
Under the current timetable, the metallurgical testwork and process design will be completed by the end of 
2004, with contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 


It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a 
large proportion of the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in production, the mine is 
expected to employ approximately 200 Mauritanians. Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 
residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading of both power and water supplies, and the 
general increase in commercial activity as a result of the mine development and operation. Considerable 
benefits are also expected to flow to Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated from the 
project. 


Philip Pascall, chairman and chief executive officer, commented: "First Quantum sees this investment as a 
first step in a potentially larger involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, for similar 
orebodies in the surrounding concession area, is successful. First Quantum is one of an increasing number of 
companies that view Mauritania as a progressive state which encourages foreign investment. | would like to 
thank President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya for his support of the Guelb Moghrein project and we look 
forward to a long and fruitful relationship between First Quantum and Mauritania." 


WARNING: The company relies upon litigation protection for "forward-looking" statements. 


First Quantum Minerals Ltd FM 
Shares issued 60, 284,128 Jul 13 close $14.72 
Wed 14 Jul 2004 News Release 
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Interest in Guelb Moghrein Copper-Gold Deposit 


First Quantum Minerals Ltd. is pleased to announce that the Government of Mauritania has signed an 
agreement approving the involvement of First Quantum Minerals in the development of the Guelb Moghrein 
copper-gold deposit located near Akjoujt in Mauritania. The agreement clears the way for a new company to 
be formed which will be beneficially owned 80% by First Quantum Minerals and 20% by Guelb Moghrein 
Mines d'Akjoujt SA. 


First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with production expected by the fourth quarter of 
2005. Production will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of copper and 50,000 ounces of 
gold per year in the form of a copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of Nouakchott and 
exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 


First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical test work on ore samples to determine the optimum 
process for recovery of the copper and gold mineralization. MDM Processing, an Australian engineering 
company, has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical work and to complete the preliminary process 
design. Under the current timetable, the metallurgical test work and process design will be completed by the 
end of 2004, with contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 


It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a 
large proportion of the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in production, the mine is 
expected to employ approximately 200 Mauritanians. Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 
residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading of both power and water supplies, and the 
general increase in commercial activity as a result of the mine development and operation. Considerable 
benefits are also expected to flow to Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated from the 
project. 


Philip Pascall, Chairman and CEO commented, "First Quantum sees this investment as a first step in a 
potentially larger involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, for similar ore bodies in the 
surrounding concession area, is successful. First Quantum is one of an increasing number of companies that 
view Mauritania as a progressive state which encourages foreign investment. | would like to thank President 

ARATE for his support of the Guelb Moghrein Project and we look forward to a long 
and fruitful relationship between First Quantum and Mauritania." 


On Behalf of the Board of Directors 
of First Quantum Minerals Ltd. 
Philip Pascall, Chairman & CEO 


Certain of the information contained in this news release constitute "forward-looking statements" within the 
meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking statements, including 
but not limited to those with respect to the prices of gold, copper and sulphuric acid, estimated future 
production, estimated costs of future production, the Company's hedging policy and permitting time lines, 
involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors which may cause the actual results, 
performance or achievements of the Company to be materially different from any future results, performance 
or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, among 
others, the actual prices of copper, gold and sulphuric acid, the factual results of current exploration, 
development and mining activities, changes in project parameters as plans continue to be evaluated, as well 
as those factors disclosed in the Company's documents filed from time to time with the British Columbia 
Securities Commission and the United States Securities and Exchange Commission. 
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VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA--(CCNMatthews - Jul 14, 2004) - First Quantum Minerals Ltd. (TSX 
Symbol "FM", LSE Symbol "FQM'") is pleased to announce that the Government of Mauritania has signed an 
agreement approving the involvement of First Quantum Minerals in the development of the Guelb Moghrein 
copper-gold deposit located near Akjoujt in Mauritania. The agreement clears the way for a new company to 
be formed which will be beneficially owned 80% by First Quantum Minerals and 20% by Guelb Moghrein 
Mines d'Akjoujt SA. 


First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with production expected by the fourth quarter of 
2005. Production will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of copper and 50,000 ounces of 
gold per year in the form of a copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of Nouakchott and 
exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 


First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical test work on ore samples to determine the optimum 
process for recovery of the copper and gold mineralization. MDM Processing, an Australian engineering 
company, has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical work and to complete the preliminary process 
design. Under the current timetable, the metallurgical test work and process design will be completed by the 
end of 2004, with contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 


It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a 
large proportion of the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in production, the mine is 
expected to employ approximately 200 Mauritanians. Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 
residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading of both power and water supplies, and the 
general increase in commercial activity as a result of the mine development and operation. Considerable 
benefits are also expected to flow to Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated from the 
project. 


Philip Pascall, Chairman and CEO commented, "First Quantum sees this investment as a first step in a 
potentially larger involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, for similar ore bodies in the 
surrounding concession area, is successful. First Quantum is one of an increasing number of companies that 
view Mauritania as a progressive state which encourages foreign investment. | would like to thank President 

‘Ahmed Taya for his support of the Guelb Moghrein Project and we look forward to a long 
and fruitful relationship between First Quantum and Mauritania." 


On Behalf of the Board of Directors of First Quantum Minerals Ltd. 
Philip Pascall, Chairman & CEO 

12g3-2b-82-4461 

Listed in Standard and Poor's 

Sedar Profile #00006237 


Certain of the information contained in this news release constitute "forward-looking statements" within the 
meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking statements, including 
but not limited to those with respect to the prices of gold, copper and sulphuric acid, estimated future 
production, estimated costs of future production, the Company's hedging policy and permitting time lines, 
involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors which may cause the actual results, 
performance or achievements of the Company to be materially different from any future results, performance 
or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, among 
others, the actual prices of copper, gold and sulphuric acid, the factual results of current exploration, 


development and mining activities, changes in project parameters as plans continue to be evaluated, as well 
as those factors disclosed in the Company's documents filed from time to time with the British Columbia 
Securities Commission and the United States Securities and Exchange Commission. 


First Quantum Minerals Ltd. Geoff Chater or Bill lversen (604) 688-6577 or Toll Free: 1-888-688-6577 (604) 
688-3818 Email: info@first-quantum.com Website: 
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New economic team 


Late last month the Mauritanian president, Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, sacked his finance, economic 


affairs and trade ministers, as well as the governor of the central bank. The new finance minister is Mohamed 
Sidya Ould Mohamed Khaled, formerly head of treasury at the finance ministry, while Sidi Ould Didi, director 
of the state budget, has become economic affairs minister; Zeine Ould Zeidane, previously an adviser to 
President Ould Taya, replaces Ahmed Salem Ould Tabakh as central bank governor. 


Reshuffles are something of a feature of Mauritanian politics, often prompted—according to opponents, at 
least—by attempts to undermine the president's potential rivals or conflicts between factions in the ruling 
camp. The motivation for this particular reordering, however, appears to be economic, since it follows a sharp 
depreciation in the ouguiya and a related surge in inflation. The value of Mauritania’s currency has been a 
contentious issue for some time. The ouguiya’s official value is determined by the Banque centrale de 
Mauritanie (BCM), using a managed floating system. Under this, the BCM influences the movement of the 
exchange rate by intervening in the foreign-exchange market—albeit without specifying a pre-determined 
value for the currency—and it has tended to set this rate artificially high. However, the presence of a thriving 
parallel trading system has undermined the BCM’s ability to manage the official market. Recently, therefore, 
the authorities have sought to crack down, by raiding black-market bureaux de change and announcing that 
those (including expatriates) exchanging currency on the black market face a fine of up to five times the value 
of the seized sum and up to ten years in prison. 


Following the crackdown, the black- market rate of the ouguiya appreciated by 24% against the euro over two 
days, rising from UM425:e1 to UM325:e1 (UM399:US$1 to UM522:US$1). However, systemic problems, 
including shortages of foreign exchange, remain, and the currency has again started to slide, with some 
sources estimating that the ouguiya has depreciated 30% against the euro since end-May. This will help 
enhance export competitiveness, of course, but is also fuelling inflation, since Mauritania is an 
import-dependent economy (and the EU is its largest source of imports). 


Further intervention likely 


It is clear, therefore, that the BCM will intervene further in the foreign-exchange markets to support the 
ouguiya and control its steady depreciation. However, while the IMF has advised the central bank on reform 
of exchange-rate management and enhanced banking supervision, the spread between the official and 
black-market exchange rates against the euro is both large and growing—a sure sign of a failing 
exchange-rate policy—and the BCM is likely to come under increased pressure from 2005 onwards as 
demand for dollars and euros rises because of the import needs of the nascent oil sector. Similarly, while 
fiscal policy has remained relatively tight, monetary policy has clearly failed to check the recent rise in 
inflation caused by the euro’s appreciation and the fall in agricultural output carrying over from 2003. If 
anything, the impact of a locust plague on food crop production will increase food prices this year, suggesting 
that average inflation will rise to 9%, well above the central bank’s broad target of 4% or thereabouts. 


Mauritania’s new economic team is thus likely to face some serious challenges, and may well be replaced if 
they are perceived to be unequal to the task. Nonetheless, the main problems facing the Ould Taya regime 
will continue to be political, centring on the government's close relationship with the US and Israel, and its 
harsh treatment of opposition groups. Faced with this, Mauritania may decide to distance itself from Israel, 
and while the government is in a strong position to counter further domestic disenchantment it will probably 
try to limit repression, as it will not want to create an environment that fosters further political instability. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 9 (Reuters) - Mauritanian troops were confined to barracks in Nouakchott on Monday, 
soldiers said, after unconfirmed reports of a foiled putsch swirled round the capital of the coup-prone former 
French colony. 


An opposition deputy and a human rights lawyer said there was talk that more than a dozen army officers had 
been arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President { at the airport as he 
was leaving for France. 


"We've been consigned (to barracks)," said a lower-ranking soldier in the capital Nouakchott, where people 
were going about their business as usual. 


There was no Official confirmation. Neither the presidency nor military police were immediately available for 
comment. 


There was no sign of increased security at the presidency in the dusty capital, nor at the main army base. 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled with an iron fist ever since in the 
West African country, where offshore oil riches promise to revolutionise the economy. 


Renegade soldiers tried to depose Taya in June last year but the uprising was crushed in two days of street 
battles and he then clamped down on Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted seizure of power. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 9 (Reuters) - Mauritanian troops were confined to barracks in Nouakchott on Monday, 
soldiers said, after unconfirmed reports of a foiled putsch swirled round the capital of the coup-prone former 
French colony. 


An opposition deputy and a high-ranking civil servant said several army officers had been arrested after an 
apparent attempt to kill President HESSLySOUIGSIA RANGE TAS at the airport as he was leaving for 
France. 


There was no Official confirmation. Neither the presidency nor military police were immediately available for 
comment. 


"We've been confined (to barracks)," said a lower-ranking soldier in the capital Nouakchott, where people 
were going about their business as usual. 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled the Islamic Republic, only the 
third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel, with an iron fist ever since. 


Renegade soldiers tried to oust Taya in June last year but the uprising was crushed and the president then 
clamped down on Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted seizure of power. 


The West African nation, where power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence 
in 1960, is a poor mostly desert country which hopes to get rich from offshore oil. 


There was no sign of increased security at the presidency in the dusty capital, nor at the main army base or 
radio transmitter, which is usually targeted in coup attempts. 


An official in Taya's ruling party said he had heard talk of a coup attempt but could not confirm or deny the 
information. 


The high-ranking civil servant, who declined to be identified, said two lieutenant-colonels had been detained 
along with an army officer who had links with the soldiers behind last year's attempted putsch. 


Opposition politicians and members of civil society said the number of people arrested may range from 10 to 
27, but no figure could be immediately confirmed. 


Taya won elections in 1992 and 1997 before being re-elected in November after a disputed poll. His main 
rival, and the man Taya booted from office in 1984, was flung in jail on the eve of voting, accused of planning 
a coup. 


The former military ruler, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, was found guilty of plotting to overthrow Taya but 
released in December and given a five-year suspended sentence. 


Taya angered some Arabs in a nation which straddles black and Arab Africa when he made an abrupt 
diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United 
States. 


Some critics say Taya is now keen to play up the Islamist threats to curry favour with the United States. One 
lawyer, who has defended Islamists detained by Taya, said he thought the coup plot may have been 
fabricated. 


"If these arrests are confirmed, they are the prelude to more arrests," said lawyer Brahim Ould Ebetty. "This is 
just manipulation to please the Americans." 
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Mauritanian troops were confined to barracks in Nouakchott, soldiers said, after unconfirmed reports of a 
foiled coup swirled around the capital of the poor Islamic republic of 2.6 million people in northwest Africa. An 
opposition deputy and a human rights lawyer said there was talk that more than a dozen army officers had 
been arrested after an attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, above, a staunch ally of the 
United States, at the airport as he was leaving for France. There was no official confirmation. Renegade 
soldiers tried to depose Mr. Taya in 2003, but the uprising was crushed in two days of street battles. He then 
cracked down on Islamic radicals he blamed for the attempted coup. 


Photo 


Document NYTF000020040810e08a0004b 


Hardman, Woodside shares down PERTH - Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the 
north ... 


527 words 

10 August 2004 

12:01 PM 

Organisation of Asia-Pacific News Agencies 

OANA 

English 

© Copyright 2004. OANA. All rights reserved. 

Hardman, Woodside shares down PERTH - Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north 
African country of Mauritania, where it is about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of a 
coup attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 


Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters quoted an unnamed opposition deputy and high 
ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


The ringleaders remain at large, and their exact motives remain unclear, according to the US State 
Department website. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid 30 cents or 1.6 per cent to $18.69. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the two joint venture blocks fell as 
much as 19 per cent on Tuesday. It closed down 33 cents or 14 per cent at $1.97. 


Unlike Woodside, Hardman's ongoing production is relatively limited and Chinguetti represents its best blue 
sky. 


Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer, Woodside said all reports from its staff and contractors 
within Mauritania, diplomatic channels and other sources indicate that the situation in the capital Nouakchott 
is calm. 


Woodside currently has 32 staff in the country - 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans - as well 
as a number of contractors. All have been accounted for, but Woodside has told its staff and contractors to 
suspend travel to Mauritania until the situation becomes clearer. Staff numbers at Woodside's Nouakchott 
office fluctuate, but are relatively high at the moment as the company prepares for a major drilling program 
late this month or in early September. 


Planning for the drilling campaign was continuing and remained on schedule, a Woodside spokesman said. 


Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti. Roc shares fell seven cents to 
$1.68. 
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WMRC Perspective 

Significance The oppressive regime of President 

Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya is subject to coup attempts from disgruntled 
citizens, but equally uses coup accusations to justify clampdowns on opposition. 
Implications All the conditions are now ripe for a new attempt to take power 
by force, but equally, fabricating a coup plot at this stage would be a handy 
excuse for a crackdown - a useful way of mopping up those who failed to become 
netted in last year's security trawl, and a timely measure to put a newly 
regrouping opposition into disarray and on the defensive. 

Outlook It is clear that the President's extensive rigging of last 
year's elections, coming after two decades of authoritarian and repressive rule, 
has had the effect of hugely overheating the polity, at exactly the same time 
as the imminent oil revenues raise th conomic stakes of state power higher 
than ever. 














Pestilence and War 


Nouakchott must have something of a doom-laden biblical air today. As the remaining swarms of locusts from 
the weekend's invasions (see Mauritania: 5 August 2004: Locust Plague Sweeps Across Sahel) now turn to 
devouring their fellow creatures' carcasses, the rustling of insect wings is joined by the growing murmur of 
political disturbances. 


The confinement to barracks of military personnel from Sunday night (8 August 2004) provided the first 
indication that something was amiss. However, the lack of additional security around the city seemed to 
counter any such suspicions. Then, a variety of political, military and administrative sources began to confirm 
tales of arrests over Sunday night. AFP reports that around 24 military and civilian suspects have been 
rounded up on suspicion of planning an ‘all-out massacre' to destabilise the city and bring down the 
government. Reuters quotes a more plausible-sounding plot to ambush and kill the President at the airport as 
he was leaving for France, for which a small number of army officers and civilians have been arrested. A 
definitive official version of events has not yet been issued, and it is noteworthy that security-service sources 
refused to confirm the arrest of any military personnel. 


The Usual Suspects 


After 20 years of rule - in which he has variously used and discarded pan-Mauritanian nationalism, 
racially-based Arab supremacism, clan-based oligarchy, pan-Arabism, Ba'athism, and, most recently, a 
pro-West, pro-Israel stance - Ould Taya has no shortage of domestic enemies. A previous coup attempt in 
June last year left 15 people dead in 36 hours of street fighting, after dissidents in the military seized the 
country's tank battalion (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt 
in Mauritania). That coup was blamed on an unlikely combination of Islamists and Ba'athists, recently 
alienated by the agile, pro-West volte-face that Taya performed after the time was visibly up for Hussein's 
Iraq. The situation led to a more extended crackdown on both groups, ahead of the presidential elections late 
last year (see Mauritania: 29 July 2003: Government Continues Crackdown on Mauritanian Islamists). The 
aftermath continues, with around 120 soldiers still in prison awaiting trial for their part in the episode. 


However, the manner in which Ould Taya imposed his winning of the December elections added yet another 
group - that of newly radicalised party political supporters - to the Islamist and Ba'athist elements. As the 
opposition began to unite behind challenger and ex-president Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, Taya 
realised he had a serious challenge on his hands. After experimenting with minor acts of repression, the 
incumbent resorted to the simple tactic of having the opposition candidate and campaign team arrested en 
masse on the eve of polling, and then rigging the vote massively (see Mauritania: 7 November 2003: Election 
2003: Mauritanian Presidential Poll Under Way Following Detention of Leading Candidate). In the wake of the 


elections - eventually won by the incumbent with 66% of the vote - Haidallah and his supporters were 
dragged through the courts on flimsy coup charges, with the former president given a five-year suspended 
sentence as a'slap on the wrist' for his impudence in standing. Haidallah's status as a convicted criminal now 
also bars him from standing for political office. 


Although some mainstream politicians have, after a false start, regrouped into a new party (see Mauritania: 
13 April 2004: Ruling Party Dominates New Vote for Mauritanian Senate and Mauritania: 24 May 2004: 
Government Gives Go-Ahead for New Opposition Party in Mauritania), others remains unambiguously 
outside the political fold. Formations like the partly overseas-based Patriotic Alliance - which last month 
explicitly called for a coup to oust the 'racist, sectarian and dictatorial regime’ - have entirely lost faith in the 
possibility of effecting change by peaceful means. So the real potential for a coup is more present than ever. 
Such political motives are compounded by a new factor: the imminent coming onstream of revenues from the 
Woodside-operated Chinguetti offshore oilfield. According to a recently revised timetable, the oilfield is due to 
begin pumping in H2 2005. Oil revenues will greatly increase the premium on state power, and will make 
Ould Taya better resourced and thus harder to dislodge. Therefore, for the potential coup plotter, now is a 
great time to strike - as shown in a similar turn of events in soon-to-be oil producer Sao Tome (see Sao Tome 
and Principe: 16 July 2003: 'Classic' Coup Launched in Oil-Rich Archipelago of Sao Tome). 


In the absence of further confirmation, the accusations emerging from sources close to the government - i.e. 
that the plotters of the latest coup are related to those responsible for last summer's attempt - should be taken 
as nothing more than indications of government's current preoccupations. 


The Prime Suspect 


Even given the wide range of forces arrayed against him, the most likely suspect must be Ould Taya himself. 
A measure of mystery still surrounds the 'coup plot' over which Haidallah was charged after the election: at 
most, it seems as if such a plot (which was connected with the foreign backing of Ould Taya's favourite 
regional bugbear, Libya) was a vague plan to force the election through popular protest, if it came close 
enough to call. Even if the plan existed, it would be stretching matters to describe it as a coup plot. A more 
likely scenario is that, once again, the incumbent President is using such accusations as a pre-emptive strike 
against his enemies. With political opposition growing, oil-producer status on the horizon, likely domestic 
discontent over a sliding currency, a rising cost of living, likely food shortages after the locust invasion, and 
the current global visibility of Islamist security threats, the President may have decided that now would be a 
convenient time to stage a new theatrical clean-out. Fabricating a coup plot at this stage would be a handy 
excuse for a security clampdown. 


On his odyssey of convenience through the array of ideologies and allegiances he has employed to stay in 
power, Ould Taya has created a wide range of enemies; it may be that the latest coup affair is a useful way of 
disposing of a group of them. For outward consumption, it may also be that the region's newest oil producer is 
looking to the US to point out its vulnerability to 'Islamist terrorism’, to gain more outside support and 
strengthen regime security against domestic opposition. In this light, it is perhaps significant that lawyer 
Brahim Ould Ebetty has told Reuters that he expected more arrests, of prominent Islamists, to follow. If this 
happens, it will strengthen domestic suspicions that the whole affair has been a fabrication for external (read 
US) consumption. 


Outlook and Implications 


After a political career begun in a coup, and marked by periodical attempts against him, it is perhaps no 
surprise that Ould Taya sees military plots - real or not - against him at every turn. But the President's 
paranoia is of his own creation: his steadfast refusal to consider relaxing his grip on the state, throughout the 
decade in which most other African countries experienced at least some measure of political liberalisation, 
has built a huge head of pressure beneath him, which he now struggles to sit atop. No matter how many 
pre-emptive moves the President makes, or how much external support he marshals, WMRC thinks it unlikely 
that the latest 'coup attempt’ is the last we will see in Ould Taya's Mauritania. 


WMRC Contact Olly Owen (olly. owen@wmrc. com) 
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Troops are confined to barracks in Nouakchott (Mauritania) after unconfirmed reports of failed attempt to 
assassinate President , who is a strong supporter of United States; photo 
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PERTH 


Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of Mauritania, where it is 
about to launch a major development campaign. 


Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of Mauritania, where it is 
about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of a coup attempt by military officers and 
Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 


Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters quoted an unnamed opposition deputy and high 
ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


The ringleaders remain at large, and their exact motives remain unclear, according to the US State 
Department website. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid 30 cents or 1.6 per cent to $18.69. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the two joint venture blocks fell as 
much as 19 per cent on Tuesday. 


It closed down 33 cents or 14 per cent at $1.97. 


Unlike Woodside, Hardman's ongoing production is relatively limited and Chinguetti represents its best blue 
sky. 


Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer, Woodside said all reports from its staff and contractors 
within Mauritania, diplomatic channels and other sources indicate that the situation in the capital Nouakchott 
is calm. 


Woodside currently has 32 staff in the country - 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans - as well 
as a number of contractors. 


All have been accounted for, but Woodside has told its staff and contractors to suspend travel to Mauritania 
until the situation becomes clearer. 


Staff numbers at Woodside's Nouakchott office fluctuate, but are relatively high at the moment as the 
company prepares for a major drilling program late this month or in early September. 


Planning for the drilling campaign was continuing and remained on schedule, a Woodside spokesman said. 
Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti. 
Roc shares fell seven cents to $1.68. 
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W PERTH, Aug 10 AAP - Woodside Petroleum Ltd said today it is monitoring events in Mauritania following 
reports several military personnel have been arrested. 


Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer said all reports from its staff and contractors within the 
northern African country, diplomatic channels and other sources indicate that the situation in the capital 
Nouakchott is calm. 


Woodside currently has 32 staff in Mauritania - 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans - as well 
as a number of contractors. 


All have been accounted for. 


The company has also advised staff and contractors to suspend travel to Mauritania until the situation 
becomes clearer. 


Staff numbers at Woodside's Nouakchott office fluctuate, but are relatively high at the moment as the 
company prepares for a major drilling program in the next few weeks. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, which is in joint venture with Woodside in Mauritania, said it was continuing to 
monitor the situation in the country after unconfirmed reports of the security crack down. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who has held power since a bloodless coup in 1984, survived a 


coup attempt in June last year. 
AAP 
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H By Greg Tubby 


PERTH, Aug 10 AAP - Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of 
Mauritania, where it is about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of an overnight coup 
attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters quoted an unnamed opposition deputy and high 
ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


The ringleaders remain at large, and their exact motives remain unclear, according to the US State 
Department website. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid 30 cents or 1.6 per cent to $18.69. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the two joint venture blocks fell as 
much as 19 per cent today. 


It closed down 33 cents or 14 per cent at $1.97. 


Unlike Woodside, Hardman's ongoing production is relatively limited and Chinguetti represents its best blue 
sky. 


Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer, Woodside said all reports from its staff and contractors 
within Mauritania, diplomatic channels and other sources indicate that the situation in the capital Nouakchott 
is calm. 


Woodside currently has 32 staff in the country - 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans - as well 
as a number of contractors. 


All have been accounted for, but Woodside has told its staff staff and contractors to suspend travel to 
Mauritania until the situation becomes clearer. 


Staff numbers at Woodside's Nouakchott office fluctuate, but are relatively high at the moment as the 
company prepares for a major drilling program late this month or in early September. 


Planning for the drilling campaign was continuing and remained on schedule, a Woodside spokesman said. 
Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti. 

Roc shares fell seven cents to $1.68. 
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W By Greg Tubby 


PERTH, Aug 10 AAP - Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of 
Mauritania, where it is about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of an overnight coup 
attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters quoted an unnamed opposition deputy and high 
ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


The ringleaders remain at large, and their exact motives remain unclear, according to the US State 
Department website. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid 30 cents or 1.6 per cent to $18.69. 


Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the two joint venture blocks fell as 
much as 19 per cent today. 


It closed down 33 cents or 14 per cent at $1.97. 


Unlike Woodside, Hardman's ongoing production is relatively limited and Chinguetti represents its best blue 
sky. 

Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer, Woodside said all reports from its staff and contractors 
within Mauritania, diplomatic channels and other sources indicate that the situation in the capital Nouakchott 
is calm. 


Woodside currently has 32 staff in the country - 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans - as well 
as a number of contractors. 


All have been accounted for, but Woodside has told its staff staff and contractors to suspend travel to 
Mauritania until the situation becomes clearer. 


Staff numbers at Woodside's Nouakchott office fluctuate, but are relatively high at the moment as the 
company prepares for a major drilling program late this month or in early September. 


Planning for the drilling campaign was continuing and remained on schedule, a Woodside spokesman said. 
Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti. 

Roc shares fell seven cents to $1.68. 
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Mauritania arrested several military officers yesterday after an alleged plot to kill President Maaouya Ould ~ 
, military sources said. AP, Nouakchott 
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MELBOURNE, Aug 10 (Reuters) - Australian oil and gas producer Hardman Resources Ltd. (HDR.AX) said 
on Tuesday it was closely watching the situation in Mauritania - the site of its largest exploration project - after 
unconfirmed reports of a foiled putsch. 


"Hardman Resources Ltd. advises that it is monitoring the situation in Mauritania following unconfirmed 
reports of a security crackdown," Hardman said in a statement to the Australian Stock Exchange. 


An opposition deputy and a high-ranking civil servant in Mauritania said several army officers had been 
arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President ETSSOUASE BRET «1 the airport as he was 
leaving for France, although there was no official confirmation. 


Hardman shares fell as much as 18.6 percent to an eight-week low of A$1.87 amid concerns over possible 
unrest in the coup-prone West African country. The shares regained some ground to close 14.4 percent lower 
at A$1.97. 


Hardman has interests in production sharing contracts (PSCs) in eight offshore blocks in Mauritania. 


Australia's Woodside Petroleum Ltd. (WPL.AX), the largest stakeholder in the joint venture development, said 
it had advised its staff and contractors to suspend travel to Mauritania until the situation became clearer. 


Woodside shares, which last week climbed to a record high on the back of soaring oil prices, ended down 1.6 
percent in a weaker overall market. 


Other stakeholders in the project are: Australia's Roc Oil Co Ltd. (ROC.AX), BG Group Plc (BG.L) and 
Premier Oil (PMO.L). 


($1=A$1.41). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 10 (Reuters) - About 30 soldiers have been detained in Mauritania after an alleged coup 
attempt in the West African nation, a military source said on Tuesday. 


There was no Official confirmation of the arrests or of reports that a group of soldiers had tried to kill President 
' at the airport as he was leaving for France over the weekend. 


"There are about 30 of them and they are being questioned," a military source said. 


A human rights expert, who declined to be named, said that after speaking to family members he knew of 
eight army officers who had been detained, including one colonel and five lieutenant-colonels. 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled the Islamic Republic, a poor 
mostly desert country which hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960 and Taya 
has brooked little opposition. He crushed an attempt by soldiers to oust him last June after two days of 
fighting in the capital. 


That attempted coup came after Taya rounded up dozens of Islamists in May on suspicion of threatening 
state security. He blamed them for backing the uprising. About 120 soldiers arrested in June are still in prison 
awaiting trial. 


Taya's crusade against his Islamic opponents has the backing of the United States which fears Mauritania 
may be a breeding ground for Islamic militants. 


There was no sign of increased security at the presidency in the capital on Tuesday nor at the main army 
base. However soldiers had beefed up security around the main power station. 


An official in Taya's ruling party said he had heard talk of a coup attempt but could not confirm or deny it. 


Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, an Islamist politician who was arrested in May last year but escaped during 
the attempted coup a month later, said he knew of at least 10 arrests. 


"Family sources confirm that there have been at least 10 arrests," he told Reuters. He said a lack of dialogue 
between Taya and the opposition threatened to breed violence. 


Taya angered some Arabs in a nation which straddles black and Arab Africa when he made an abrupt 
diplomatic about-turn, shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United 
States. 


Some critics say Taya is now keen to play up the Islamist threats to curry favour with Washington, while also 
using them as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 
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KHARTOUM - Civilians in Sudan's troubled Darfur region say they are being routinely imprisoned or harassed 
by Sudanese authorities for talking to foreigners about the conflict in the remote western area bordering 
Chad. 


Rights group Amnesty International said in a report that Sudan had rounded up scores of people who spoke 
to journalists and foreign leaders, including U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, on recent visits to Darfur. 


NAIROBI - The U.S. Senate majority leader Bill Frist said the threat of sanctions against Sudan was not 
enough to stop what he called a campaign of genocide being waged by Arab militiamen in Sudan's western 
region of Darfur. 


GENEVA - Sudanese authorities are forcing refugees to return to unsafe villages in the troubled Darfur 
region, the United Nations said. 


CAIRO - Rebels from Sudan's troubled Darfur region said on they had not been informed of peace talks due 
to be held in Nigeria at the end of the month, but welcomed the choice of venue and mediation. 


DAKAR - Top al Qaeda operatives bought diamonds in West Africa ahead of the Sept. 11 attacks on the 
United States, dealing directly with Liberia's then-president Charles Taylor, a report by U.N.-backed 
prosecutors showed. 


The document, prepared by prosecutors at Sierra Leone's special war crimes court, also said the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation had confirmed al Qaeda's presence in Liberia after its own visit to the country 
in February 2004. 


HARARE - Zimbabwe must be wary of "imperialists" who are desperate to destabilise the southern African 
nation, and its defence forces must stand ready to fight back, President Robert Mugabe said. 


Speaking at a celebration marking the 24th anniversary of the country's defence forces, Mugabe said his 
government would continue to give priority to building the military to defend the gains made since 
independence from Britain in 1980. 


ATHENS - Greece said it had banned the sports ministers of Zimbabwe and Myanmar from the Olympic 
Games in accordance with European Union sanctions. 


"The Greek stance in dealing with such issues is according to the political and conventional international 
obligations of our country as an EU member," Foreign Ministry spokesman George Koumoutsakos said. 


NOUAKCHOTT - About 30 soldiers have been detained in Mauritania after an alleged coup attempt in the 
West African nation, a military source said. 


There was no Official confirmation of the arrests or of reports that a group of soldiers had tried to kill President 
' at the airport as he was leaving for France over the weekend. 


JOHANNESBURG - South Africa will not charge former Springbok rugby player Rudi Visagie who shot and 
killed his daughter earlier this year after he mistook her for a car thief, prosecutors said. 


"We are of the view Mr Visagie has suffered a great deal and the pain of losing his daughter would be 
worsened by the fact that his hand was instrumental in taking that life," National Prosecuting Authority 
spokesman Makhosini Nkosi said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 10 (Reuters) - Mauritania said on Tuesday it had foiled a coup attempt this week and 

blamed a group of renegade soldiers who had already tried to topple President Maaouya Ould Sid 
last year. 


Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi said in a recorded message on state radio that the alleged coup plotters had 
planned to attack army barracks in the capital Nouakchott and other towns later this week, when Taya was 
due to travel to France. 


"Those who planned this attack are the very same people who led the aborted putsch in June last year and 
are at large," Ould Sidi said. 


"The attempted coup d'etat has been foiled and the putschists have been arrested. The situation is under 
control," he said. 


A military source said around 30 soldiers had been detained and were being questioned. 


Another military source said among those arrested were 15 army officers - including two colonels of the 
National Guard - hailing from the same ethnic group as the alleged ringleader of last year's coup attempt, 
Saleh Ould Hanenna. 


ON THE RUN 


Hanenna, a former officer dismissed from the army for stirring opposition to Mauritania's ties with Israel, has 
been on the run since his forces were defeated by Taya's loyalists after two days of fighting in June 2003. 


Shops were open and cars circulated as usual in the sand-blanketed streets of the capital on Tuesday. There 
was no sign of increased security at the presidency nor at the main army base. However, soldiers had beefed 
up security around the main power station. 


Ould Sidi said the coup plotters had planned to cut off communications and seize power plants to "isolate the 
country from the rest of the world and take the nation's destiny into their own hands". 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled the Islamic Republic, a poor 
mostly desert country which hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960 and Taya 
has brooked little opposition. 


SHIFTED SUPPORT TO U.S. 


He has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa by shifting support over the past 
decade from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania established full diplomatic relationships with Israel in 1999 - only the third Arab League state to do 
so. 


Last year's coup came after Taya rounded up dozens of Islamists in May on suspicion of threatening state 
security. 


He blamed them for backing the uprising. However, critics say Taya is keen to play up the Islamist threats to 
curry favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for Islamic militants - while 
also using them as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 


About 120 soldiers arrested last June are still in prison awaiting trial. 
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Westfield updates SYDNEY: Westfield Group delivered its first update on its operations yesterday since it 
merged its three arms to form the world's biggest listed shopping centre group. Westfield's managing 
directors Peter and Steven Lowy - sons of chairman Frank Lowy - confirmed the distribution forecast of $1.03 
per security for the current financial year, ending June 2005. Distributions were forecast to increase to $1.10 
for the following year. 


Bank plan takes its toll MELBOURNE: The up-front costs of Commonwealth Bank of Australia Ltd's Which 
New Bank transformation strategy will weigh on its full year result, according to analysts. Under the program, 
the bank is axing 3700 jobs in a $1.5 billion overhaul, expected to lead to about $800 million in new costs, 
with a one-off net charge of $500 million in 2003-04 while saving $1.7 billion over its three year life. Cash 
earnings in the $2.63-$2.65 billion range, about 4.5 per cent higher than the previous year, are expected 
when the bank reports today. 


Wesfarmers' solid result PERTH: Diversified industrial Wesfarmers Ltd posted another solid full year result 
yesterday, up 18 per cent on the year before, and flagged further profit increases in all major divisions for 
2004-05. Excluding the one-off sale of its Landmark rural services business last August and the Girrah coal 
deposit the financial year before, Australia's largest home improvement retailer posted a net profit of $569.2 
million against $481.9 million earned in 2002-03. Revenue was similar to the previous year at $7.7 billion. 


Oil firm spooked by coup PERTH: Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African 
country of Mauritania, where it is about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of a coup 
attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. Several army officers were arrested after an apparent 
attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France. Shares 
in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per cent 
stake, slid 30c or 1.6 per cent to $18.69. 


Drought comeback SYDNEY: Australia's oldest company and biggest cattle producer Australian Agricultural 
Co Ltd has recovered from drought to post a 22 per cent jump in profit. The iconic 180-year-old rural business 
reported yesterday a net profit of $22.22 million for the year to June 30 and said earnings for 2004-05 would 
be similar. 


Google surrenders stock SAN FRANCISCO: On-line search engine leader Google will surrender more than 
$US300 million ($4422 million) of its stock to Yahoo in a settlement that removes a legal threat hanging over 
its initial public offering at the expense of enriching a rival. The agreement gives Yahoo an additional 2.7 
million shares of Google stock in exchange for dropping a patent lawsuit involving a crucial piece of online 
advertising technology. 
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BG's Australian partner Woodside said today that staff were returning to work. 


‘The situation in the capital is described as calm with business continuing as normal. Woodside will continue 
to monitor the situation,’ the company said in a statement to the Australian Stock Exchange. 


Mauritania blamed a group of renegade soldiers who had already tried to topple President Maaouya Ould 
i last year for the failed putsch. 


About 30 soldiers, including 15 officers, two of them colonels, were arrested. 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup of his own and has ruled the republic with an 
iron fist ever since. 


The crackdown on the current rebellion was a pre-emptive strike against the plot. 


Investors breathed a sigh of relief at the return to work, with shares in Woodside trading up 0.2% at $18.73 
(£7.33). 
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The defense minister said in a recorded message on state radio that the government had foiled a coup 
attempt this week and that the plotters were a group of renegade soldiers who had already tried to topple 
President ETeDECOUESIS RMSE last year. Military sources said 30 soldiers had been arrested. 
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WOODSIDE Petroleum is keeping a close watch on the north African nation of Mauritania, where it is about 
to launch a major development campaign, after reports of an overnight coup attempt by military officers and 
Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid’ 
Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters quoted an opposition deputy and high ranking civil 
servant in Mauritania as saying. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid 30, or 1.6 per cent, to $18.69. 


Hardman Resources, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the two joint venture blocks fell as much 
as 19 per cent yesterday. It closed down 33 or 14 per cent at $1.97. 


Unlike Woodside, Hardman's ongoing production is relatively limited and Chinguetti represents its best blue 
sky. 


Roc Oil Co, BG Group and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti. Roc shares fell 7 to $1.68. 


Woodside, Australia's largest independent oil and gas producer, said all reports from its staff and contractors 
within Mauritania and other sources indicated the situation in the capital Nouakchott is calm. 


Woodside has 32 staff in the country -- 15 Mauritanians, 11 Australians and six Europeans -- as well as 
several contractors. 


[CML_T-2004081 1-1-032-593087 ] 
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Mauritanian military sources report that 30 soldiers have been arrested in connection with failed cou 
attempt; group is believed to be same one that tried to overthrow President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya 
last year (S) 
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M Stockwatch for Wednesday, Aug 11 
JHX - JAMES HARDIE INDUSTRIES LTD - closed down 19 cents at $5.09 


The beleaguered building products company James Hardie Industries Ltd warned yesterday negative 
sentiment from an inquiry into its asbestos arrangements could adversely impact its Australian sales. 


James Hardie yesterday reported a 13 per cent rise in first quarter operating profit from continuing operations 
to $US37.1 million, and anticipates its growth momentum will continue into the second quarter. 


It said it was comfortable that its 2004/05 operating profit would fall in the range of analyst estimates of 
$US135 to $US169 million. 


SGP - STOCKLAND GROUP - closed up four cents at $5.54. 


The property trust said its net profit of $456 million for the year ended June 30, 2004, before adjustments for 
goodwill on acquisition of the AMP Diversified Property (ADP) Trust in 2003, amortisation of that goodwill and 
unrealised gain on financial instruments, was up 60 per cent. 


The group announced a final distribution of 19 cents per security, resulting in a total distribution per security 
for the year of 37 cents. 


It declined to rule out making a rival takeover bid for General Property Trust. 
WDC - WESTFIELD GROUP - closed down four cents at $15.47 


Westfield Group yesterday delivered the first update on its operations since it merged its three trust arms to 
form the world's biggest listed shopping centre group. 


It confirmed distribution forecasts and detailed its multi-billion dollar development pipeline. 


Westfield's managing directors Peter and Steven Lowy - the sons of chairman Frank Lowy - confirmed the 
distribution forecast of $1.03 per security for the current financial year, ending June 2005. 


They also confirmed the distributions are forecast to increase to $1.10 for the following year. 
WES - WESFARMERS LTD - closed down 28 cents at $28.47 


The Perth-based diversified industrial Wesfarmers Ltd said it is budgeting for another increase in normalised 
profits in all major divisions in the 2004/05 year. 


Wesfarmers yesterday reported a record net profit of $873.1 million for the year ended June 30, 2004, up 
62.2 per cent. 


The result includes an after tax profit of $303.9 million from the sale of the Landmark rural services business 
in late August 2003. 


Wesfarmers said its normalised net profit after goodwill amortisation, excluding the sale of Landmark in 
2003/04 and the Girrah coal deposit the previous year, was $569.2 million, up 18.1 per cent. 


ANN - ANSELL LTD - closed up 27 cents at $8.06 


The healthcare products company said it was considering an off-market share buyback of about ten per cent 
of its shares, after it yesterday reported a net profit of $A70.7 million for 2003/04, up 42 per cent. 


Ansell also said it expects earnings before interest, tax and amortisation (EBITA) to grow by around $US10 
million in the 2005 financial year. It was targeting EBITA of $US115 million in 2004/05, up from $US104.1 
million EBITA achieved in 2003/04. 


DJS - DAVID JONES LTD - closed down six cents at $1.94 


Shares eased yesterday despite the retailer presenting robust fourth quarter sales as the upmarket retailer 
warned of slowing sales growth ahead. 


While fourth quarter sales were fuelled by record consumer sentiment, boosted by the recent $2 billion in 
family hand-outs to families by the federal government, David Jones has warned that it is susceptible to a 
slowdown in trading conditions in the second half of the current financial year 2004/05. 


WPL - WOODSIDE PETROLEUM - closed down 30 cents at $18.69 
HDR - HARDMAN RESOURCES - closed down 33 cents at $1.97 


Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of Mauritania, where it is 
about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of an overnight coup attempt by military officers 
and Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed _ 


Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters yesterday quoted an unnamed opposition deputy 
and high ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid as did those of Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the 
two joint venture blocks fell. 


CBA - COMMONWEALTH BANK OF AUSTRALIA - closed down 15 cents at $30.94 


The up-front costs of Commonwealth Bank of Australia Ltd's Which New Bank transformation strategy will 
weigh on its full year result due to be announced today, according to analysts. 


Under the program, the bank is axing 3,700 jobs in a $1.5 billion overhaul aimed at "empowering" staff, 
improving customer service and lifting earnings. 


Analysts are expecting cash earnings in the $2.63 billion to $2.65 billion range, around 4.5 per cent higher 
than for the previous year. 


CIY - CITY PACIFIC LTD - closed up 11 cents at $4.98 


The finance and investment manager said today it expected growth to continue in 2005 and it would record a 
$59 million net profit for the 2004/05 financial year. 


The company today posted $43.8 million in net profit for the full year to June 30 2004 on revenue of $59 
million. 


Today's result compares with a $12.47 million net profit and $22.7 million revenue recorded in the previous 
corresponding period. 


SAQ - SYDNEY AQUARIUM - closed steady on $5.15 


A new marketing strategy and the highest ever number of visitors has resulted in Sydney Aquarium Ltd 
recording a jump in net profits for 2003/04 with further growth expected in the current year. 


The company today said its earnings for the financial year were $6.56 million, up 9.2 per cent from $6.00 
million in the previous year. 


The strong outcome was a result of a record $1.3 million in visitors to the tourist attraction during the year. 
AAP 
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M MARKETS WRAP: SYDNEY, August 11 AAP, 2004 
DOW JONES +130.01 9944.67 US2-yr bond dn 4/32 2.52 
S&P500 +13.82 1079.04 US10-yr bond dn 5/32 4.28 
NASDAQ +34.06 1808.70 US30-yr bond up 7/32 5.05 
NIKKEI +44.85 10,953.55 CRUDE Sep/$US -0.32 44.52 
HANG SENG -59.37 12,408.04 GOLD $USoz -0.70 402.30 
FTSE 100 +36.50 4350.90 SILVER $USoz -0.015 6.722 
NZSE-50 -1.72 2755.05 TIN/USt flat 8750.00 

A/ORDS -10.30 3509.2 LEAD/$USt +10.00 857.00 
S&P/ASX200 -9.60 3499.6 ZINC/$USt +13.00 985.00 
DAX +30.31 3720.64 ALUMINIUM/$USt +21.00 1686.00 
CAC-40 +35.76 3533.06 NICKEL/$USt +125.00 13475.00 
$US/YEN *111.325 COPPER/$US +16.00 2736.00 
$A/USD *0.7127 

$EUR/USD *1.2239 

$NZ/USD *0.6526 

**Preliminary closing figure 

*Still trading 


Crude oil is the September contract price on the NYMEX. Gold is the December price on COMEX. Silver is 
the September price on COMEX. Base metal prices are the three month closing prices on the London Metal 
Exchange. 


Overseas text sourced from Reuters and AP. 


SYDNEY, August 11 AAP - In NEW YORK, US stocks jumped on Tuesday after Wall Street shrugged off the 
Federal Reserve's quarter-point interest rate hike and took reassurance from comments that the economy 
was poised to pick up after a recent slowdown. 


The blue-chip Dow rose 130 points, and all three major indexes posted their biggest percentage gains in two 
months. 


Networking company Cisco Systems Corp. boosted the technology-laced Nasdaq and the Standard & Poor's 
500 index with a two per cent rise, although shares slipped in after-hours trading. After the bell, Cisco posted 
a higher quarterly profit and sales on rising demand from corporate customers for its networking gear. 


Stocks picked up pace after the Federal Reserve gave reassuring remarks on the economy as it tightened the 
screw once again by lifting rates to 1.50 percent. The hike came despite anemic job growth in July as well as 
soaring oil prices that hit records above $45 a barrel on Tuesday. 


The Dow Jones industrial average was up 130.01 points or 1.32 per cent to 9944.67. The Standard & Poor's 
500 Index was up 13.82 points or 1.30 per cent to 1079.04. The technology-laced Nasdaq Composite Index 
was up 34.06 points or 1.92 per cent to 1808.70. 


LONDON - Stronger oil stocks, a rise in insurer Old Mutual after bumper results, and a fresh charge by 
Barclays as talk of a bid for the UK bank persists, drove a recovery by Britain's top shares. The FTSE 100 
share index closed up 36.5 points to 4350.9, at its best level for the session. 


The move recovered around a third of the benchmark's losses incurredin the past two sessions. 
FRANKFURT - The DAX index ended at 3720.64 points, up 30.31 or 0.82 per cent. 
PARIS - The CAC-40 index closed at 3533.06 points, up 35.76 or 1.02 per cent. 


TOKYO - Japan's Nikkei average closed up, helped by bargain-hunting in banks and brokerages, but gains 
were limited due to caution over high oil prices and wariness about the strength of the U.S. economy. The 
Nikkei average ended up 0.41 per cent or 44.85 points to 10,953.55. 


HONG KONG - The Hang Seng share index slipped in cautious trade ahead of a widely expected hike in U.S. 
interest rates. The index ended down 0.48 per cent or 59.37 points to 12,408.04. 


WELLINGTON - The New Zealand sharemarket turned in a "respectable" performance today in the face of 
broadly weaker offshore bourses. 


At 5pm, the benchmark NZSX-50 index was down 1.72 points at 2755.05, while the NZSX-All capital index 
was down 0.29 of a point at 927.26. 


The Australian stock market is likely to open firmer on the day as stronger markets in the US and Europe set 
an early positive tone. 


At the same time an improvement in base metal prices and stability in the oil and gas price should also help 
to underpin the local bourse. 


On the Sydney Futures Exchange, the September share price index contract - an indicator of activity ahead - 
was 16 points firmer at 3499 with 910 contracts traded. 


On the day the Commonwealth Bank and WMC Resources boh unveil full year results that could set the tone 
for their respective sectors. As well, three property trusts release results and consumer sentiment data is 
revealed. 


COMMODITIES 
LONDON METAL EXCHANGE 


Base metals prices picked up during late Tuesday London Metal Exchange (LME) trading, ending a routine 
session around the highs as participants geared up for the U.S. interest rate announcement later. 


Copper recovered from Monday's sell-off amid early Chinese buying and short covering to end at $2,736 a 
tonne, up $16 from Monday's kerb close. 


However, the fundamental picture from the supply side remained uncertain. 


Workers at Grupo Mexico's Cananea mine were in talks with company bosses on Monday and looked close 
to reaching a deal before Tuesday's strike deadline, a union spokeswoman said. 


A strike at Cananea in Mexico -- which produces around 130,000 tonnes of copper concentrate per year and 
some 50,000 tonnes of refined copper at its SX-EW plant -- would affect up to 3,000 workers, she said. 


But Grupo Mexico still faced a strike threat at its U.S. unit Asarco, where talks with unions are due to resume 
on August 16, a union spokesman there confirmed. 


Aluminium eventually cleared resistance at $1,675/1,680 and finished the day at $1,686, up $21, while nickel 
was aided by a tightening in the spread and ended $125 higher at $13,475. 


Lead recovered some poise after last week's sell-off, closing $10 higher at $857, while zinc was $13 up at 
$985. Tin was unchanged at $8,750/8,775. 


NYMEX 


NYMEX crude oil ended lower Tuesday, backing down from an all-time high above $45 a barrel after Iraq 
restored full production from its southern oilfields. 


September crude settled down 32 cents at $44.52 a barrel, after rising in the morning to $45.04, the loftiest 
level since NYMEX launched its oil futures in 1983. 


In London, Brent crude settled down 28 cents at $41.28 a barrel. 


Iraq resumed full oil production in its southern oilfields after quickly repairing a pipeline valve blown up on 
Monday by saboteurs, an Iraqi oil official said on Tuesday. The official said both export lines from the fields in 
the Basra region were exporting to Gulf shipping terminals. 


Technical analysts said that after hitting $45, NYMEX crude could pop up in the next few days to $50. 


A rise in U.S. crude inventories could cool off prices a bit on Wednesday, analysts said. A Reuters poll of 
seven analysts showed average expectations for an increase in stocks of 1 million barrels amid increased 
imports and reduced refinery operations. The U.S. Energy Information Administration will release its weekly 
survey at 10:30 a.m. EDT (1430 GMT) Wednesday. 


September gasoline settled 0.52 cent lower at $1.2349 a gallon, after trading between $1.2230 and $1.2520. 
Technical analysts chart support at $1.20, with resistance at $1.30. 


September heating oil settled 1.58 cents lower at $1.1698 a gallon, moving between $1.1620 and $1.1910. 
Support was seen at $1.15 and resistance at $1.20. 


COMEX 


COMExX gold traded a tight range Tuesday in the run-up to the widely expected Federal Reserve 
announcement after the precious metals market closed that U.S. interest rates would go up another quarter 
percentage point, even as it acknowledged economic growth had moderated. 


December gold settled down 70 cents at $402.30 an ounce. It recovered from a morning slump to $401.00 to 
reach $403.40 which was just shy of the $404.00 peak hit in Fridays breakout on disappointment that the 
economy generated just 32,000 new jobs in July, the smallest gain of the year. 


In lifting the target for the fed funds overnight lending rate between banks to 1.50 percent from 1.25 percent, 
the Fed said the economy was poised to pick up after a slowdown. The closely scrutinized statement also 
noted that the softness in growth was caused by substantial rise in energy prices. 


Still, record high oil prices have brought the spectre of rising inflation, even if it threatens to choke off growth. 


Spot gold was quoted at $399.90/0.40, down from Mondays close at $400.50/1.00 in New York. Tuesdays 
afternoon fix in London was $399.50. 


COMEX September silver slipped 1.5 cents to $6.722 an ounce, trading from $6.685 to $6.825. Spot silver 
was unchanged from the close at $6.69/72 and fixed at $6.68. 


NYMEX October platinum rose $14.60 to settle at $850.40 an ounce after setting a four-month high at 
$851.90. Spot platinum fetched $845.00/850.00. 


Dealers said Japanese buying on the Tokyo Commodity Exchange was propelling platinum prices upward. At 
the same time a strong South African rand fanned worries that exports from the biggest platinum producer 
would become uneconomical. 


September palladium gained $2.25 to settle at $218.00 an ounce. Spot palladium was at $213.00/218.00. 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


WASHINGTON - The Federal Reserve boosted a key short-term interest rate by a quarter-point today as the 
central bank continued its campaign to keep inflation under control. 


KHARTOUM - An agreement that requires Sudan to create safe havens in Darfur within 30 days came into 
effect today after the Sudanese foreign minister and a UN envoy signed it. 


MILAN - Parmalat refused today to accept claims of over 1 billion euro ($A1.72 billion) in debt from Citigroup 
Inc, Bank of America Corp, UBS AG and other global creditors - the Italian company's latest attempt to share 
the blame and costs of its fraudulent near-collapse with international financial institutions. 


NAJAF - US forces pounded Shi'ite militia from the air and ground in the holy Iraqi city of Najaf today, and 
used loudspeakers to urge the entrenched fighters to lay down their weapons. 


WASHINGTON - Crude oil prices in New York are likely to top 30 dollars a barrel for the "foreseeable future," 
the US administration said Tuesday. 


NEW YORK - The Federal Reserve's resolute downplaying of the recent weakness in the U.S. economy 
suggests policy-makers still plan to continue raising interest rates in September, economists said on 
Tuesday. 


LOS ANGELES - Walt Disney Co posted a 20 per cent rise in quarterly profit on Tuesday as strong showings 
by its theme parks and cable channels offset weakness in other sectors, and the company said it was close to 
selling its money-losing retail stores. 


NATIONAL NEWS 


CANBERRA - Prime Minister John Howard has had private talks with Opposition Leader Mark Latham in an 
effort to get the free trade agreement with the United States through parliament this week. 


CANBERRA - High profile Liberal candidate Malcolm Turnbull today backed Australia's decision to join the 
war on Iraq despite publicly expressing concerns that history might judge the invasion to be an error. 


ATHENS - lan Thorpe has something in common with Jana Pittman -- they both want some peace and quiet. 
Stockwatch for Wednesday, Aug 11 
JHX - JAMES HARDIE INDUSTRIES LTD - closed down 19 cents at $5.09 


The beleaguered building products company James Hardie Industries Ltd warned yesterday negative 
sentiment from an inquiry into its asbestos arrangements could adversely impact its Australian sales. 


James Hardie yesterday reported a 13 per cent rise in first quarter operating profit from continuing operations 
to $US37.1 million, and anticipates its growth momentum will continue into the second quarter. 


It said it was comfortable that its 2004/05 operating profit would fall in the range of analyst estimates of 
$US135 to $US169 million. 


SGP - STOCKLAND GROUP - closed up four cents at $5.54. 


The property trust said its net profit of $456 million for the year ended June 30, 2004, before adjustments for 
goodwill on acquisition of the AMP Diversified Property (ADP) Trust in 2003, amortisation of that goodwill and 
unrealised gain on financial instruments, was up 60 per cent. 


The group announced a final distribution of 19 cents per security, resulting in a total distribution per security 
for the year of 37 cents. 


It declined to rule out making a rival takeover bid for General Property Trust. 
WDC - WESTFIELD GROUP - closed down four cents at $15.47 


Westfield Group yesterday delivered the first update on its operations since it merged its three trust arms to 
form the world's biggest listed shopping centre group. 


It confirmed distribution forecasts and detailed its multi-billion dollar development pipeline. 


Westfield's managing directors Peter and Steven Lowy - the sons of chairman Frank Lowy - confirmed the 
distribution forecast of $1.03 per security for the current financial year, ending June 2005. 


They also confirmed the distributions are forecast to increase to $1.10 for the following year. 
WES - WESFARMERS LTD - closed down 28 cents at $28.47 


The Perth-based diversified industrial Wesfarmers Ltd said it is budgeting for another increase in normalised 
profits in all major divisions in the 2004/05 year. 


Wesfarmers yesterday reported a record net profit of $873.1 million for the year ended June 30, 2004, up 
62.2 per cent. 


The result includes an after tax profit of $303.9 million from the sale of the Landmark rural services business 
in late August 2003. 


Wesfarmers said its normalised net profit after goodwill amortisation, excluding the sale of Landmark in 
2003/04 and the Girrah coal deposit the previous year, was $569.2 million, up 18.1 per cent. 


ANN - ANSELL LTD - closed up 27 cents at $8.06 


The healthcare products company said it was considering an off-market share buyback of about ten per cent 
of its shares, after it yesterday reported a net profit of $A70.7 million for 2003/04, up 42 per cent. 


Ansell also said it expects earnings before interest, tax and amortisation (EBITA) to grow by around $US10 
million in the 2005 financial year. It was targeting EBITA of $US115 million in 2004/05, up from $US104.1 
million EBITA achieved in 2003/04. 


DJS - DAVID JONES LTD - closed down six cents at $1.94 


Shares eased yesterday despite the retailer presenting robust fourth quarter sales as the upmarket retailer 
warned of slowing sales growth ahead. 


While fourth quarter sales were fuelled by record consumer sentiment, boosted by the recent $2 billion in 
family hand-outs to families by the federal government, David Jones has warned that it is susceptible to a 
slowdown in trading conditions in the second half of the current financial year 2004/05. 


WPL - WOODSIDE PETROLEUM - closed down 30 cents at $18.69 
HDR - HARDMAN RESOURCES - closed down 33 cents at $1.97 


Woodside Petroleum Ltd is keeping a close watch on the north African country of Mauritania, where it is 
about to launch a major development campaign, after reports of an overnight coup attempt by military officers 
and Islamic radicals. 


Several army officers were arrested after an apparent attempt to kill President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 


Taya at the airport as he was leaving for France, Reuters yesterday quoted an unnamed opposition deputy 
and high ranking civil servant in Mauritania as saying. 


President Taya, who has held power since a coup in 1984, survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 


Shares in Woodside, which operates the Chinguetti oil joint venture off the Mauritania with a 53 per cent per 
cent stake, slid as did those of Hardman Resources Ltd, which has stakes of 24.3 and 21.6 per cent in the 
two joint venture blocks fell. 


CBA - COMMONWEALTH BANK OF AUSTRALIA - closed down 15 cents at $30.94 


The up-front costs of Commonwealth Bank of Australia Ltd's Which New Bank transformation strategy will 
weigh on its full year result due to be announced today, according to analysts. 


Under the program, the bank is axing 3,700 jobs in a $1.5 billion overhaul aimed at "empowering" staff, 
improving customer service and lifting earnings. 


Analysts are expecting cash earnings in the $2.63 billion to $2.65 billion range, around 4.5 per cent higher 
than for the previous year. 


CIY - CITY PACIFIC LTD - closed up 11 cents at $4.98 


The finance and investment manager said today it expected growth to continue in 2005 and it would record a 
$59 million net profit for the 2004/05 financial year. 


The company today posted $43.8 million in net profit for the full year to June 30 2004 on revenue of $59 
million. 


Today's result compares with a $12.47 million net profit and $22.7 million revenue recorded in the previous 
corresponding period. 


SAQ - SYDNEY AQUARIUM - closed steady on $5.15 


A new marketing strategy and the highest ever number of visitors has resulted in Sydney Aquarium Ltd 
recording a jump in net profits for 2003/04 with further growth expected in the current year. 


The company today said its earnings for the financial year were $6.56 million, up 9.2 per cent from $6.00 
million in the previous year. 


The strong outcome was a result of a record $1.3 million in visitors to the tourist attraction during the year. 
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H PERTH, Aug 11 AAP - Shares in oil and gas junior Hardman Resources Ltd have recovered some of the 
ground lost yesterday after joint venture partner Woodside Petroleum Ltd said its staff have returned to work 
in Mauritania. 


Hardman shares were up 17 cents or 8.6 per cent at $2.14 by 1403 AEST after it shed 33 cents yesterday 
following reports of a coup attempt in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott. 


Woodside, which owns 53 per cent and operates the Chinguetti project, said its staff and contractors in 
Mauritania have returned to work and it has resumed travel to the west African nation following yesterday's 
reports that several military personnel had been arrested. 


It said the situation in the capital is described as calm with business continuing as normal. 


Woodside shares were down 20 cents or one per cent at $18.49. 


Mauritania's pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya has held power since a coup in 1984, 


and survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 
Analyst Marcus Padley said the latest situation has been "a bit of a storm in a teacup". 


"Having said that what it has highlighted is the sovereign risk in some areas of oil company operation," he 
said in his Marcus Today newsletter. 


Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti, where development work is 
scheduled to begin late this month or in early September. 


Roc shares were up one cent at $1.69 after losing seven cents yesterday. 
AAP 
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H By Greg Tubby 


PERTH, Aug 11 AAP - Shares in oil and gas junior Hardman Resources Ltd recovered some of the ground 
lost yesterday after joint venture partner Woodside Petroleum Ltd said today its staff have returned to work in 
Mauritania. 


Hardman shares ended the day up 15 cents or 7.6 per cent at $2.12 after they shed 33 cents yesterday 
following reports of a coup attempt in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott. 


Woodside, which owns 53 per cent and operates the $US600 Chinguetti development, said its staff and 
contractors in Mauritania have returned to work and it has resumed travel to the west African nation following 
yesterday's reports that several military personnel had been arrested. 


It said the situation in the capital is described as calm with business continuing as normal. 
Woodside shares closed 14 cents lower at $18.55. 


The company had advised its 32 staff and its contractors in Mauritania to remain at home yesterday until the 
situation became clearer. 


Mauritania's pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya had reportedly been the target of a 


coup attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. 
President Taya has held power since a coup in 1984, and survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 
Analyst Marcus Padley said the latest situation has been "a bit of a storm in a teacup". 


"Having said that what it has highlighted is the sovereign risk in some areas of oil company operation," he 
said in his Marcus Today newsletter. 


Woodside and it partners gave Chinguetti - Woodside's maiden overseas venture - the development green 
light in May. 


At an initial production rate of 75,000 barrels per day, the field could contribute around 11 per cent of the 
company's annual output and as much as 12 per cent of its annual revenue between 2006 and 2008. 


Alongside the Chinguetti development, Woodside also plans to drill up to four appraisal wells to assess the 
Tiof discovery, which it has flagged as potentially a second oil production hub. 


Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti, where development work is 
scheduled to begin late this month or in early September. 


Roc shares were down three cents at $1.65. 
AAP gt/sjh 
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H By Greg Tubby 


PERTH, Aug 11 AAP - Shares in oil and gas junior Hardman Resources Ltd recovered some of the ground 
lost yesterday after joint venture partner Woodside Petroleum Ltd said today its staff have returned to work in 
Mauritania. 


Hardman shares ended the day up 15 cents or 7.6 per cent at $2.12 after they shed 33 cents yesterday 
following reports of a coup attempt in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott. 


Woodside, which owns 53 per cent and operates the $US600 Chinguetti development, said its staff and 
contractors in Mauritania have returned to work and it has resumed travel to the west African nation following 
yesterday's reports that several military personnel had been arrested. 


It said the situation in the capital is described as calm with business continuing as normal. 
Woodside shares closed 14 cents lower at $18.55. 


The company had advised its 32 staff and its contractors in Mauritania to remain at home yesterday until the 
situation became clearer. 


Mauritania's pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya had reportedly been the target of a 


coup attempt by military officers and Islamic radicals. 
President Taya has held power since a coup in 1984, and survived a bloody coup attempt in June last year. 
Analyst Marcus Padley said the latest situation has been "a bit of a storm in a teacup". 


"Having said that what it has highlighted is the sovereign risk in some areas of oil company operation," he 
said in his Marcus Today newsletter. 


Woodside and it partners gave Chinguetti - Woodside's maiden overseas venture - the development green 
light in May. 


At an initial production rate of 75,000 barrels per day, the field could contribute around 11 per cent of the 
company's annual output and as much as 12 per cent of its annual revenue between 2006 and 2008. 


Alongside the Chinguetti development, Woodside also plans to drill up to four appraisal wells to assess the 
Tiof discovery, which it has flagged as potentially a second oil production hub. 


Roc Oil Co, BG Group Plc and Premier Oil also hold stakes in Chinguetti, where development work is 
scheduled to begin late this month or in early September. 


Roc shares were down three cents at $1.65. 
AAP gt/sjh 
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REPORTS OF political turmoil in Mauritania did no favours for Premier Oil, Hardman Resources and Dana 
Petroleum shares yesterday. Investors in the three oil explorers, which have heavy exposure to the West 
African country, were unsettled to hear reports of an attempt to overthrow the nation"s pro-American 
government. 


A security clampdown is said to have followed and the political turoulence was enough for Hardman to rush 
out a statement to the Stock Exchange, in which it said that it was monitoring the situation. According to 
Hardman, Mauritania"s capital, Nouakchott, was calm. But over the past year or so, tensions seem to have 
risen in the country. 


Last June, Maaouya Ould Sid"Ahmed Taya, Mauritania"s president, crushed an attempt to oust him after 


two days of fighting in the capital. The attempted coup came after a dozens of Islamists were rounded up in 
the previous month. In the short term, drilling by Hardman, Dana and Premier should continue unaffected by 
the uncertainty, as it is offshore. However, analysts warned that in the long term, stability in the country will be 
required if the discoveries are to be developed as planned. Hence, Hardman Resources closed 8.75p lower 
at 81.25p, Dana Petroleum retreated 15.5p to 324p and Premier Oil lost 4p to 595p. 


Elsewhere, Reg Vardy experienced yet another day of falls, losing 8.5p to 420p. Dealers noted that shares in 
the car distributor have closed lower in seven of the past eight days and blamed worries of weak trading at 
the group. Reg Vardy has lost nearly one-third of its value since the stock"s March high. However, Numis 
Securities was unperturbed by this. The broker urged investors to buy into the group and set a 600p price 
target. "We believe the company remains on track to achieve its growth targets," Numis said. 


Lastminute.com jumped 12p to 106.5p as hedge funds rushed to close short positions in the stock. Since the 
start of the month, they have successfully bet against the online travel group and yesterday they locked in 
profits. It also emerged that Capital Group, the giant US fund manager, has used the resulting weakness in 
Lastminute shares to add to its holding. 


Weir Group put on 18p to 292p thanks to an upgrade from UBS ahead of interim results from the pumps 
group later this month. The Swiss broker raised its rating to "buy" from "neutral" and told its clients to expect 
in line first-half numbers from Weir and, more importantly, a bullish outlook statement about the second half 
of the year. 


UBS noted that Rotork, which operates in the same end markets as Weir, recently boasted of a strong uplift 
in demand and a big increase in its order book. All this bodes well for Weir, according to the broker. 


Meanwhile, Barclays rose 12.5p to 516p amid continued speculation of a bid from Citigroup. Some even 
suggested that an offer was imminent. But given that Barclays continues with its share buy-back programme, 
analysts believe a bid is unlikely at present, unless it is hostile. According to the listing rules, a company is not 
allowed to buy back shares if it is in offer talks. 


Meanwhile, some dealers offered an alternative reason for the strength in Barclays" share price since the end 
of last week. They believe that the a number of hedge funds recently realised that there was a large short 
position in shares of the banking giant and looked to profit from it. The practice is called "gunning for shorts" 
and sees bulls of a stock spread positive rumours about a company, for example that it is about to be bid for. 
As the stock price rises on the rumours, those hedge funds short, and usually they have borrowed money to 
go short so their prospective losses are magnified, start feeling the pain. 


If the raid is successful, as the one on Barclays seems to have been, all those short will rush to close there 
positions. This drives the stock even higher and plays into the hands of the bulls, who then start to cash in on 
their gains. 


Among blue chips, a strong start to trading on Wall Street helped the FTSE 100 index close 36.5 points 
higher at 4,350.9. BT Group rose 3.75p to 181.75p but was held back from further gains by a negative 
investment note from Lehman Brothers. 


Lower down the pecking order, trading in Supporta, down 11p to 43.5p, was restored as the group unveiled a 
£6.2m equity fund raising at 38p a share. Supporta, chaired by Bob Holt, who has had a great success 
running the AIM-listed Mears, will use the cash to acquire two private businesses which provide support 
services to the NHS. 


Helphire dropped 1p to 218.5p as brokers struggled to clear a large seller from the market. Ashtenne 
Holdings was unchanged at 347.5p despite talk that the property group is mulling a return of yet more cash to 
shareholders. 
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LOS ANGELES - Fay Wray, who won everlasting fame as the damsel held atop the Empire State Building by 
the giant ape in the 1933 film classic, King Kong, has died at 96. 


King Kong obscured the other notable films Wray made during the 1930s, which included The Four Feathers 
and Viva Villa. 


- (AP) 
Israel stalls plan for armed police 


JERUSALEM - Israel has put the brakes on a plan to allow Palestinian police in the West Bank to carry arms 
for the first time in more than three years to deal with internal unrest, security sources said. 


The Israeli Defence Minister, Mr Shaul Mofaz, agreed last Thursday to let some police carry handguns in 
response to a request from the Palestinian Authority, which says armed officers are needed to restore order 
after a wave of kidnappings and internal clashes. - (Reuters) 


Coup bid foiled 
in Mauritania 


NOUAKCHOTT - About 30 soldiers have been detained in Mauritania after an alleged coup attempt in the 
west African nation, a military source said. 


There was no Official confirmation of the arrests or of reports that a group of soldiers had tried to kill President 
' at the airport as he was leaving for France over the weekend. 


Politician had 

gun in luggage 

CHICAGO - A Republican congressman, Mr John Hostettler, pleaded guilty and agreed to a suspended 
60-day jail sentence yesterday for having a loaded gun in his luggage at the Louisville, Kentucky, airport. The 


Indiana congressman claimed he he had forgotten about the weapon in his carry-on bag. - (Reuters) 
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SYDNEY, Aug 11 (Reuters) - Australian oil and gas producer Woodside Petroleum Ltd. (WPL.AX) said on 


Wednesday staff at its Mauritanian oilfield have returned to work after the government of the West African 
Islamic republic foiled a coup attempt. 


"The situation in the capital is described as calm with business continuing as normal. Woodside will continue 
to monitor the situation," the firm said in a statement to the Australian Stock Exchange. 


Mauritania has blamed a group of renegade soldiers who had already tried to topple President Maaouya 
i last year for the failed putsch. 


A military source said around 30 soldiers had been detained and were being questioned. Another military 
source said among those arrested were 15 army officers - including two colonels of the National Guard - 
hailing from the same ethnic group as the alleged ringleader of last year's coup attempt, Saleh Ould 
Hanenna. 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled the republic, a poor mostly 
desert country which hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Woodside and its joint venture partners are developing the Chinguetti oil field off the coast of Mauritania, with 
capital investment of around $600 million slated for the first phase, with first oil expected by March 2006 at an 
initial rate of about 75,000 barrels a day. 


Chinguetti, about 90 km (56 miles) west of the Mauritanian capital of Nouakchott, has proven and probable 
reserves of about 120 million barrels of oil, Woodside said. 


Woodside holds 53.9 percent of the project, Hardman Resources Ltd (HDR.AX) has 21.6 percent, BG Group 
Plc (BG.L) 11.6 percent, Premier 9.2 percent and Roc Oil Co Ltd (ROC.AX) 3.7 percent. 


Woodside is also assessing options for its 2002 Banda oil and gas discovery and 2003 Tiof oil discovery, both 
off the coast of Mauritania. 


Shares in Woodside last traded up 0.2 percent at A$18.73, while Hardman shares, which tumbled 14.4 
percent to A$1.97 on Tuesday, regained 5.6 percent to A$2.08. 


($1=A$1.41). 
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KHARTOUM - Helicopter attacks, raids on refugee camps and rapes 
carried out by Sudanese forces and Arab militiamen have 
worsened an already desperate situation in Darfur, humanitarian 
and rights groups say. 

CAIRO - Atrocities including rape disprove Sudanese 
government claims that security is returning to its western 
Darfur region, where the U.N. has told Khartoum to curb 
marauding militia or face sanctions, Human Rights Watch said. 

- - - - NAJAF, Iraq - U.S. forces pounded Shi'ite militia 
from the air and ground in the holy Iraqi city of Najaf and 
used loudspeakers to urge the defiant fighters to surrender and 
Civilians to leave the battle zone. 








WASHINGTON - President Bush nominated U.S. House of 
Representatives intelligence chief Porter Goss to head the CIA, 
arousing scepticism that Goss could help revive the flagging 
intelligence community after its spectacular failures over Iraq 
and Sept. 11, 2001. 














- - - - GAZA - An Israeli helicopter fired a missile into a 
Gaza refugee camp, wounding about 15 people as gunmen 
confronted an Israeli force demolishing Palestinian homes near 
a Jewish settlement, witnesses said. 

- - - - MUSCAT, Oman - Reorganising U.S. intelligence 
gathering and analysis so that it is all centralised could be 
detrimental to the competitive nature required for good 
information, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said. 

- - - - ALBANY, New York - Two men accused of helping an 
FBI informant in a fake plot to kill Pakistan's ambassador to 
the United Nations with a surface-to-air missile pleaded not 
guilty at a U.S. federal hearing. 




















MIAMI - A Pakistani man arrested in North Carolina amid 
fears of a pre-election attack in the United States had filmed 
banks and public transport systems in a half dozen major U.S. 
cities, as well as a dam in Texas, justice officials said. 








WASHINGTON - Countries with visa waiver agreements with the 
United States have been given an extra year to start issuing 
passports with biometric measures like fingerprints, the State 
Department said. 

- - - - NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania said it had foiled a coup 
attempt this week and blamed a group of renegade soldiers who 
had already tried to topple President 


Maaouya Ould Sid AhnedTaya last year. 


BRASILIA - Latin America's Mercosur trade bloc resumed 
talks on a free trade deal with the European Union, warning 
that a deal was unlikely if Europe did not offer improved 
market access for farm goods. 





























LOS ANGELES - California could see its second power 
emergency this year on Wednesday with a new record for 
electricity demand set on Tuesday likely to be shattered, a 
spokeswoman for the state's grid operator said. 

- - - - BEIJING - A Chinese businessman is suing the 
government for $21 million after his business and assets were 
confiscated, the biggest compensation case ever filed against a 
state organisation, the China Daily reported. 











BEIJING - Japan and North Korea began talks on the fate of 
Japanese citizens abducted decades ago by North Korean agents, 
the main stumbling block to forging diplomatic ties between th 
two Asian neighbours. 





MIAMI - Tropical Storm Charley powered towards Jamaica and 
other Caribbean islands as it rapidly gained strength, while 
the smaller Tropical Storm Bonnie made a beeline for the 
Florida panhandle. 
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Reports of a botched coup in Mauritania, west Africa, sent shares in Hardman Resources and Woodside 
Petroleum sharply lower yesterday, although Woodside said in a statement the situation in the capital, 
Nouakchott, was calm. 


Woodside, whose shares were driven to record highs last week after its recent profit upgrade and the rising 
oil price, is planning to begin a drilling program in the Chinguetti oilfields off the coast of Mauritania later this 
month, in a joint venture with Hardman Resources. 


The wire reports yesterday said that Mauritanian troops had been confined to their barracks in Nouakchott on 
Monday, after unconfirmed reports of an apparent attempt to kill President { 
at the airport as he was leaving for France. It was reported that several military officers had been arrested. 


Hardman Resources shares, which had gained 160 per cent this calendar year, mainly on optimism regarding 
Mauritania, fell 14.3 per cent yesterday to $1.97. 


Roc Oil, which also has an interest in the field, lost 4 per cent to $1.68. 


Woodside, meanwhile, lost 1.6 per cent to $18.69. Goldman Sachs JBWere noted yesterday that any 
suggestion or confirmation of unrest was likely to negatively affect Woodside in the short term. 


Woodside attempted to ease the market's fear, releasing a statement noting it was monitoring events in the 
Islamic republic and its sources indicated the situation was "calm". 


Woodside said all staff and contractors remained accounted for. 


A Woodside spokesperson said yesterday afternoon: "The planning continues on schedule for the drilling 
program to start in late August or early September." 


Hardman Resources director Scott Spencer said a more detailed study of the security situation would be 
made when day breaks in Africa. 


Goldmans also pointed to another "minor negative" for Woodside yesterday, namely the boundary dispute 
involving the Sunrise development in the Timor Sea. 


The Sunrise fields lie partly in Australian maritime waters and partly in the Australia and East Timor Joint 
Petroleum Development Area. Australia will take 10 per cent of the revenue from the joint area but there is no 
arrangement regarding how revenue will be shared for the part of the field lying outside the JPDA. 


Woodside has a 33.4 per cent interest. "The uncertainty of the fiscal terms for the development of Sunrise is 
likely to be impacting potential customers’ confidence in the project proceeding in the indicated 2010 
timeframe," the broker said but added that the issue was a relatively minor one for Woodside. 


Document AFNR000020111229e08b00zq2 


REUTERS 





More arrests in Mauritania after apparent coup bid. 


By Ibrahima Sylla 

421 words 

12 August 2004 

08:04 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2004 Reuters Limited 

NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 12 (Reuters) - Civilians and soldiers were still being arrested in coup-prone Mauritania 
on Thursday, days after the government said it had foiled another attempted putsch, opposition leaders and 
military sources said. 


The West African country said on Tuesday a group of renegade soldiers who had already tried to topple 
President SGEROULASIH RERTOUTTENS last year had planned another attempt for later this week, when 
Taya was due to travel to France. 


Up to 30 soldiers, some of them officers from the same ethnic group as the alleged ringleader of last year's 
coup bid, were detained and questioned on Tuesday, military sources said. 


"The arrests are still going on. People are being arrested in the interior of the country and then brought to 
Nouakchott," one military source said on Thursday. 


Another said civilians were among those being detained. Islamist politician Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour 
was held briefly on Wednesday but later released. 


Opposition leaders denounced the arrests, describing them as political cleansing and accusing the 
government of fostering a climate of fear. 


"We have a lot concerns. What worries us is the return to a climate of mistrust, the return to a climate of 
tension," Mohamed Ould Moloud, president of the opposition Progress Force Union (UFP), told Reuters. 


"It is a spiral that will lead to chaos." 


Mauritania's pro-Western leader seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled the Islamic Republic, a poor 
mostly desert country which hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960 and Taya 
has brooked little opposition. The main presidential challenger was arrested in November hours after Taya 
won a disputed poll. 


He has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa by shifting support over the past 
decade from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States. 


Critics said the latest apparent coup bid was a hoax, an elaborate attempt to justify a clampdown on 
opponents. 


"We've heard this sort of thing before from the authorities. They made a big fuss around this announcement, 
but it came to nothing," Messaoud Ould Boulkheir, an opposition leader from the "Harratin" black Moorish 
community, told Reuters by telephone. 


About 120 soldiers arrested during last June's attempted coup, which led to two days of fighting in the capital 
Nouakchott, are still in prison awaiting trial. 
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NOAUKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP) - Mauritania's president canceled his weekend trip for a World War II 
commemoration in France after authorities uncovered an alleged plot in which he was to be assassinated on 
the way to the airport. 


Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya would send his prime minister, Sghair Ould M'Bareck, instead, the 


government announced Friday. 


The commemoration is to mark the 60th anniversary of the Aug. 15, 1944, Allied landing on the French 
Riviera. 


France's then-West African colonies supplied the bulk of France's 230,000 troops in the offensive. 


Mauritania, a West African nation in the midst of an oil boom, claims a series of arrests Monday foiled a plot 
to kill the country's ruler of 20 years, Taya. 


The government said coup plotters included military officials and Islamists in the predominantly Muslim 
nation. 


One military official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Friday that more than 50 suspects in the 
military have been arrested. 


Some opposition figures have publicly questioned whether the plot was genuine, saying they suspected 
Taya's government of using it as pretext to clamp down harder on opponents. 


"It was a really an army purge," said Cheikh Ould Horma, president of the Party of Democratic Convergence. 
Opposition parties renewed calls for democratic and economic reforms. 
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NOAUKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP)--Mauritania's president canceled his weekend trip to France for a World War 
Il commemoration after authorities uncovered an alleged plot in which he was to be assassinated on the way 
to the airport. 


Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya would send his prime minister, Sghair Ould M'Bareck, instead, the 


government announced Friday. 


The commemoration is to mark the 60th anniversary of the Aug. 15, 1944, Allied landing on the French 
Riviera. 


France's then-West African colonies supplied the bulk of France's 230,000 troops in the offensive. 


Mauritania, a West African nation in the midst of an oil boom, claims a series of arrests Monday foiled a plot 
to kill the country's ruler of 20 years, Taya. 


The government said coup plotters included military officials and Islamists in the predominantly Muslim 
nation. 


One military official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Friday that more than 50 suspects in the 
military have been arrested. 


Some opposition figures have publicly questioned whether the plot was genuine, saying they suspected 
Taya's government of using it as pretext to clamp down harder on opponents. 


"It was a really an army purge," said Cheikh Ould Horma, president of the Party of Democratic Convergence. 
Opposition parties renewed calls for democratic and economic reforms. [ 13-08-04 1833GMT ] 
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ALGIERS, Aug 14 (Reuters) - The following are top headlines from Algerian newspapers on Saturday. 
Reuters has not verified these stories and does not vouch for their accuracy. 


EL KHABAR 

- Two people to appear before judge for smuggling gold on a domestic flight. 
- Fire destroys 1,000 hectares (2,500 acres) of forests in Batna. 

- Two security force members killed in eastern Algeria. 

EL WATAN 

- Railway workers threaten to go on strike. 


- Members of National Liberation Front (FLN) oppose proposal to choose Abdelaziz Belkhadem as party's 
leader. 


LIBERTE 

- Communication Ministry prepares new information code. 

- Differences of opinion among government ministers over family code. 

LE QUOTIDIEN D'ORAN 

- Government plans steps to improve conditions in prisons. 

- Parliament to discuss bill aimed at coping with road accidents. 

EL MOUDJAHID 

- President Abdelaziz Bouteflika writes to Algerian delegation taking part in Athens Olympic Games. 

- Bouteflika holds telephone conversation with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 
- FLN sets up three commission to prepare party's key congress. 
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Aug. 15--Shares in oil firms betting their future on Mauritania tumbled last week on reports of a plot to wrest 
control of the West African desert state from President ‘Ahmed Taya, 


In the event, nothing happened to threaten the investment of the companies, led by Australia's Woodside and 
Hardman and including the UK's BG Group, Premier Oil, Dana Petroleum and Tullow Oil. The government 
arrested around 40 people, most of them soldiers connected with a coup attempt last year. The companies 
then returned to their $140 million (UKpound 77 million, E116 million) investment drive, due to start this 
month, which by the end of next year will see Mauritania join the ranks of oil-producing companies. 


But the disturbance has triggered fears that the country, an outpost of Arab culture sandwiched between 
Morocco and Senegal, could be the latest country to discover that oil wealth is as much a curse as a blessing. 
The battle for control of countries' newfound resource wealth has often led to civil war and the revenues 
enriching only a small minority. The two leading oil producers of West Africa, Nigeria and Angola, are 
examples. Both have been ravaged by bloody civil wars that left millions dead. 


Such struggles are often portrayed as reflecting ethnic or political divisions. Mauritania has characterised the 
coup as led by a hardline Islamic group, but the control of resources is at their root. In Mauritania, the fact that 
the captured rebels come from a different tribe of the ruling Bidan moors than President Taya seems more 
pertinent than their religion. 


Mauritania has everything to gain from oil wealth. Apart from scattered oases and a narrow strip on its 
Senegal border, the country is desert, and even its few fertile areas are ravaged by freak, torrential rain and 
swarms of locusts. The average income of $441 puts its people among the world's poorest. 


Until recently, the only resources it could point to were phosphates in the North and its fisheries, much of 
which it has sold off to industrial fisheries from France and Spain. A string of discoveries, starting with the 
Chinguetti discovery in 2001, have brought the country to the attention of major oil and gas players, with BG 
Group taking a stake late last year and French oil major Total planning to start drilling onshore later this year. 
The Chinguetti field, to be developed this year, will initially produce some 75,000 barrels of oil per day (b/d), 
but the Tiof find nearby is thought to hold three times as much. Altogether, the 800 million barrels found so far 
bring Mauritania within spitting distance of the reserves of a country like Brunei, whose population has one of 
the highest income of non-OECD countries. Theoretically Mauritania's 3 million could see their lives 
transformed in the same way. 


History shows this rarely happens. Half the total population of the 34 oil exporting developing countries cited 
in a recent article in the magazine Foreign Affairs still live on less than a dollar a day. More often than not 
revenues are appropriated by those in power. Campaign group Global Witness estimates that $1.7 billion a 
year disappeared from Angola's oil funds since between 1997 and 2001. 


The issue has sprung to prominence recently, with the UK leading an international scheme to force oil 
exporters to be transparent in the revenues they receive to ensure the money goes to the right places. 
Progress in getting oil companies and countries that back it in principle to actually enact it, though, has been 
limited. 


The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are working hard to stop the new West African 
exporters, Mauritania, Sao Tome and Chad, repeating past mistakes. A prominent US economist, Professor 
Jeffery Sachs at Columbia University, has drawn up a new revenue management law for Sao Tome, which 
was last week going through the Sao Tome parliament, and the World Bank is pressuring Mauritania, so far 
without success, to set up a "future fund" of the type pioneered by Norway, whereby a proportion of oil 
revenues are saved for future generations. 


In Mauritania, the first income from oil production has been pegged to a set of social projects, such as a 
scheme to bring water from the south to the capital Nouakchott, and try to turn round the countries extremely 
low levels of literacy. 


But there are already worrying signs, with Taya favouring his tribe by setting up businesses to service the oil 
industry for each of the 10 or so aristocratic families who rule the country. 


Chad, which became an oil exporter in the middle of last year, has already spent $4m of a $25m bonus from 
the oil companies on weapons. The president is trying to overcome the World Bank's framework and get his 
hands on more revenues. 


To see more of Sunday Business, or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://Awww.sundaybusiness.co.uk. 
UKpound preceding a numeral refers to the United Kingdom's pound sterling. (c) 2004, Sunday Business, 
London. Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News. 
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Aug 22, 2004 (LiquidAfrica via COMTEX) -- 

First Quantum Minerals Ltd. (TSX Symbol "FM", LSE Symbol "FQM") is 
pleased to announce that the Government of Mauritania has signed 
an agreement approving the involvement of First Quantum Minerals 
in the development of the Guelb Moghrein copper-gold deposit 
located near Akjoujt in Mauritania. 

The agreement clears the way 

for a new company to be formed which will be beneficially owned 
80% by First Quantum Minerals and 20% by Guelb Moghrein Mines 
d'Akjoujt SA. 

First Quantum has undertaken to develop Guelb Moghrein with 
production expected by the fourth quarter of 2005. 

Production 

will be initially targeted at approximately 30,000 tonnes of 

copper and 50,000 ounces of gold per year in the form of a 
copper-gold concentrate which will be trucked to the port of 
Nouakchott and exported to smelters in Europe and Asia. The 
trucking and ship loading will involve local companies using 
existing port facilities. 

First Quantum Minerals has initiated metallurgical test work on 

ore samples to determine the optimum process for recovery of the 
copper and gold mineralization. 


MDM Processing, an Australian engineering company, has been contracted to oversee this metallurgical 
work and to complete the preliminary process design. 


Under the current timetable, the metallurgical test work 

and process design will be completed by the end of 2004, with 
contracts for the plant construction awarded early in 2005. 

It is expected that up to 500 employees will be involved in the 
construction phase at Guelb Moghrein, with a large proportion of 


the work being carried out by Mauritainian contractors. Once in 


production, the mine is expected to employ approximately 200 
Mauritanians. 

Apart from the opportunity for employment, the 

residents of Akjoujt are expected to benefit from the upgrading 
of both power and water supplies, and the general increase in 
commercial activity as a result of the mine development and 
operation. 

Considerable benefits are also expected to flow to 
Mauritanians in general, through royalties and taxes generated 
from the project. 

Philip Pascall, Chairman and CEO commented, "First Quantum sees 
this investment as a first step in a potentially larger 
involvement in Mauritania, particularly if exploration activity, 
for similar ore bodies in the surrounding concession area, is 
successful. 

First Quantum is one of an increasing number of 

companies that view Mauritania as a progressive state which 
encourages foreign investment. | would like to thank President 
Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya for his support of the Guelb Moghrein 
Project and we look forward to a long and fruitful relationship 
between First Quantum and Mauritania." 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 26 (Reuters) - Burkina Faso backed an apparent coup attempt against the president of 
Mauritania this month, a senior security official leading the investigation into the alleged bid said on Thursday. 


The coup-prone West African country said two weeks ago it had foiled an attempted putsch. It arrested some 
30 soldiers and civilians it suspected of planning to topple President HESSUEOUIETG while 
he was abroad on state business. 


Sidi Ould Riha, chief of staff of the National Gendarmerie, said two commando units had planned to launch 
the attack, one based in Burkina Faso, the other in Libya. 


"Two commando units made up of Mauritanians and Azawadi (nomads) intended to enter the country, one 
from Burkina Faso and the other from Libya, and carry out their coup," Ould Riha told reporters. 


"Burkina Faso provided the coup plotters with all their financial and material needs - equipment, arms and 
ammunition - for the execution of this operation," he said. 


The Mauritanian government has said the alleged plotters planned to attack army barracks in the capital 
Nouakchott while the pro-Western Taya was in France. It said they were also behind an attempt to topple the 
president last year. 


Taya seized power in a coup in 1984 and has ruled the Islamic republic, a poor, mostly desert country that 
hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960 and Taya 
has brooked little opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 27 (Reuters) - Mauritania blasted fellow West African country Burkina Faso as "evil" on 
Friday for allegedly plotting to destabilise the potentially oil-rich Islamic republic. 


Mauritania's Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi told reporters Burkina's president was "feigning" ignorance 
when his government rejected Mauritania's claims on Friday and branded the accusations as "crass and 
dishonest". 


Mauritania says the ringleaders of a failed putsch in June 2003, who are suspected of plotting another coup 
this month, are being sheltered and trained by Burkina Faso under the protection of an adviser close to 
President Blaise Compaore. 


"Burkina Faso has only two choices: either hand over those involved in the putsch, or pursue its aggression 
against our country," Sidi said on Friday. 


Mauritania said two weeks ago it had foiled an attempted coup and arrested around 30 soldiers it suspected 
of planning to topple President ‘Ahmed Taya while he was abroad on state business. 


It says the men were also behind last year's attempt which triggered two days of fighting in which 15 people 
died. 


"We formally deny any involvement on the part of Burkina Faso in the series of plots which has shaken 
Mauritania," Burkina Faso's Security Minister Djibril Bassole told a news conference on Friday. 


"As far as we know there are no Mauritanian officers on Burkinabe territory," he said, adding that Burkina had 
repeatedly asked Mauritania for photos of the accused. 


Taya seized power in a coup in 1984 and has ruled the former French colony, a poor mostly desert country 
that hopes to get rich from offshore oil, with an iron fist. 


Power has never changed hands through the ballot box since independence in 1960 and Taya has brooked 
little opposition. 


"Everyone knows what Burkina Faso has been preparing against Mauritania, with which it has no border, nor 
anything that could be deemed a bone of contention. It's gratuitous evil," said Mauritania's Defence Minister 
after Bassole's denial. 


Sidi Ould Riha, chief of staff of Mauritania's National Gendarmerie, said in a statement broadcast on state 
radio that two commando units had planned to launch the latest attack, one based in Burkina, the other in 
Libya. 


However Mauritanian officials have stopped short of accusing Libya of any direct involvement. Relations 
between the two nations have been strained ever since Taya established formal relations with Israel and 
wooed Western powers. 


Burkina Faso has long been considered as one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa. (Additional reporting 
by Mathieu Bonkongou in Ouagadougou). 
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TRIPOLI, Aug 27 (Reuters) - Libya on Friday denied any involvement in an apparent plot to destabilise 
Mauritania and called on the oil-rich desert Islamic republic to come up with any proof. 


"Libya denies completely the allegations directed against the country," Foreign Liaison and International 
Cooperation Minister Mohammed Abdel-Rahman Shalgam told reporters. 


"Libya will not keep silent and each party should bear its responsibility," he added. 


Mauritania said two weeks ago it had foiled an attempted coup and arrested around 30 soldiers it suspected 
of planning to topple President ‘Ahmed Taya. 


Sidi Ould Riha, chief of staff of Mauritania's National Gendarmerie, said in a statement broadcast on state 
radio that two commando units had planned to launch the latest attack, one based in Burkina, the other in 
Libya. 


Shalgam said Libya would now call on the Arab Maghreb Union, the Arab League and the African Union to 
investigate the matter. 


"Mauritania should prepare and present its evidence and present it for investigation,” he said. 


Mauritanian officials have stopped short of accusing Tripoli of any direct involvement. Relations between the 
two nations have worsened ever since Taya established formal relations with Israel and wooed the West. 


Burkina Faso has long been considered as one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 29 (Reuters) - Mauritania accused Libya on Sunday of backing attempts to overthrow its 
president and said it would take measures to protect itself if those conspiring against it were not brought to 
account. 


"Libya is seeking to do harm to Mauritania ... It has always, unfortunately, sought to overthrow legal 
governments in the region," Communication Minister Hamoud Ould Abdi told Reuters. 


The oil-rich Islamic republic said on Thursday two commando units, one based in Burkina Faso, the other in 
Libya, had planned to oust pro-Western President i while he was away on 
state business earlier this month. 


Libya has denied any involvement, challenged the coup-prone desert republic to come up with evidence and 
said it would ask the Arab Maghreb Union, the Arab League and the African Union to investigate the matter. 


Mauritania blasted fellow West African country Burkina Faso as "evil" for sheltering and training the alleged 
plotters, who it says were also behind a failed putsch in June 2003, but until now stopped short of accusing 
Libya of direct involvement. 


"It is Libya that used Burkina Faso, clearly, that thinks of itself as the regional leader and wants to be the 
regional superpower," Ould Abdi said. 


"These countries that are fomenting these plots, these threats, against Mauritania must stop their belligerent 
politics or else Mauritania will be within its rights to protect itself using its own means." 


He did not elaborate. 


Burkina Faso, which has long been considered one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa, has rejected 
Mauritania's claims and branded the accusations "crass and dishonest". 


Mauritania's relations with Libya have worsened ever since Taya established full diplomatic relations with 
Israel in 1999 - becoming only the third Arab League state to do so - and shifted support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein towards the United States. 


Last year's coup attempt came after Taya rounded up dozens of Islamists on suspicion of threatening state 
security. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 29 (Reuters) - Mauritania accused Libya on Sunday of backing attempts to overthrow its 
president and said it would take measures to protect itself if those conspiring against it were not brought to 
account. 


"Libya is seeking to do harm to Mauritania ... It has always, unfortunately, sought to overthrow legal 
governments in the region," Communication Minister Hamoud Ould Abdi told Reuters. 


The oil-rich Islamic republic said on Thursday two commando units, one based in Burkina Faso, the other in 
Libya, had planned to oust pro-Western President i while he was away on 
state business earlier this month. 


Libya has denied involvement, challenged the coup-prone desert republic to come up with evidence and said 
it would ask the Arab Maghreb Union, the Arab League and the African Union to investigate the matter. 


Mauritania blasted fellow West African country Burkina Faso as "evil" for sheltering and training the alleged 
plotters, who it says were also behind a failed putsch in June 2003, but until now stopped short of accusing 
Libya of direct involvement. 


"It is Libya that used Burkina Faso, clearly, that thinks of itself as the regional leader and wants to be the 
regional superpower," Ould Abdi said. 


"These countries that are fomenting these plots, these threats, against Mauritania must stop their belligerent 
politics or else Mauritania will be within its rights to protect itself using its own means." 


He did not elaborate. 


Mauritania arrested some 31 soldiers after it foiled this month's alleged coup attempt but released eight of 
them on Sunday, a senior military official said. 


Burkina Faso, which has long been considered one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa, has rejected 
Mauritania's claims and branded the accusations "crass and dishonest". 


Mauritania's relations with Libya have worsened since Taya established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 
1999 - becoming only the third Arab League state to do so - and shifted support from former Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein towards the United States. 


Last year's coup attempt came after Taya rounded up dozens of Islamists on suspicion of threatening state 
security. 
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Tripoli, Aug 29, 2004 (The East African Standard/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 


Libya yesterday denied any involvement in a plot to destabilise Mauritania and called on the oil-rich desert 
Islamic republic to provide proof. 


"Libya completely denies the allegations directed against the country," Foreign Liaison and International 
Cooperation Minister Mohammed Abdel-Rahman Shalgam told reporters. 


"Libya will not keep silent and each party should bear its own responsibility," he added. 


Two weeks ago, Mauritania said it had foiled an attempted coup and arrested about 30 soldiers it suspected 
of planning to topple President AERTS. 


Sidi Ould Riha, chief of staff of Mauritania's National Gendarmerie, said in a statement broadcast on state 
radio, that two commando units, based in Burkina Fuso and Libya had planned the latest attack. 


Shalgam said Libya would now call on the Arab Maghreb Union, the Arab League and the African Union to 
investigate the matter. 


"Mauritania should prepare and present its evidence for investigation,” he said. 


Mauritanian officials have stopped short of accusing Tripoli of direct involvement. Relations between the two 
nations have worsened since Taya established formal relations with Israel and wooed the West. 


Burkina Faso has long been considered as one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa. 
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DAKAR, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Only a military-style operation with bases across West Africa can stop the worst 


locust invasion for 15 years destroying vital food supplies, Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade said on 
Tuesday. 


Delegates from 12 West African nations are meeting in Dakar to draw up a battle plan as the insects busily 
mate in fields nearby, threatening to unleash a another wave of devastation when a new generation comes of 
age in about six weeks. 


"The war is far from being won," Wade told the conference, saying more planes and pesticides were needed 
now to battle the airborne pests. 


"We should set up four operating bases. One could be in Senegal, one in Mali, one in Mauritania and another 
in Niger ... | stress the need for the mobilisation of the army, because for me this is a real war," he said. 


The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) warned last week that the locust swarms 
infesting countries from Mauritania to Chad could develop into a full-scale plague without additional foreign 
aid. 


Farmers across the region, backed by soldiers and agricultural experts, have managed to spray just three 
percent of the 2.3 million hectares at risk, according to a joint statement issued at the Dakar conference. 


The FAO has said $100 million in aid is needed to fight the infestation, but Wade said only planes and 
pesticide, not cash, could win the war. 


"| don't want money. | need materials - pesticides and aircraft to go to the front line. If I'm given $2 million, by 
the time | have invited bids for the work, the locusts will have eaten everything up to my palace," he said. 


Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya saw his palace gardens eaten earlier this month as 


the first wave of desert locusts swept down from northern Africa. 


In a sign of how far the swarms have spread, experts raced to watch mating, yellow insects tuck into a field of 
water melons about 45 km (28 miles) southeast of Dakar on Monday. 


They warned the situation there was critical, with a hungry young generation expected to appear by 
mid-October unless the larvae are killed beforehand. 
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DAKAR, Aug 31 (Reuters) - Only a military-style operation with bases across West Africa can stop the worst 
locust invasion for 15 years, Senegal's President Abdoulaye Wade said on Tuesday as the insects swept into 
his capital. 


As Wade and delegates from a dozen West African nations met in Dakar to draw up a battle plan, the 
airborne pests appeared over some parts of the coastal city like dark snowflakes. 


"The war is far from being won," Wade told the conference, saying more planes and pesticides were needed 
now to battle the desert locusts. 


"We should set up four operating bases. One could be in Senegal, one in Mali, one in Mauritania and another 
in Niger... | stress the need for the mobilisation of the army, because for me this is a real war," he said. 


As a first wave of insects arrived in Dakar, others were busy mating in nearby fields, threatening to unleash 
fresh devastation on vital crops when a new generation comes of age in about six weeks. 


The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) warned last week that the locust swarms 
infesting countries from Mauritania to Chad could develop into a full-scale plague without additional foreign 
aid. 


Farmers across the region, backed by soldiers and agricultural experts, have managed to spray just three 
percent of the 2.3 million hectares at risk, according to a joint statement issued at the Dakar conference. 


The FAO has said $100 million in aid is needed to fight the infestation, but Wade said only planes and 
pesticide, not cash, could win the war. 


"| don't want money. | need materials - pesticides and aircraft to go to the front line. If I'm given $2 million, by 
the time | have invited bids for the work, the locusts will have eaten everything up to my palace," he said. 


Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya saw his palace gardens eaten earlier this month as 


the desert locusts swept down from northern Africa. 


In a sign of how far the swarms have spread, experts raced to watch mating, yellow insects tuck into a field of 
water melons about 45 km (30 miles) southeast of Dakar on Monday. 


They warned the situation there was critical, with a hungry young generation expected to appear by 
mid-October unless the larvae are killed beforehand. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Sept 26 (Reuters) - Mauritania renewed its allegations that Burkina Faso had aided a coup 
plot and said the former French colony had trained soldiers in two camps to help overthrow its president. 


Mauritania had already accused both Burkina Faso and Libya in August of backing dissident soldiers plotting 
to oust the country's long-standing President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya while he was away on state 
business. 


In fresh allegations late on Saturday, Mauritania's Communication Minister Hamoud Ould Abdi told a news 
conference: 


"The Burkinabe government continues to refuse to recognise its implication in the plot against our country." 


"Members of these two groups received orders recently to infiltrate our country with the aim of carrying out 
terrorist operations and sabotage," he said. 


His comments came after unconfirmed reports that some of the coup plotters had been arrested in 
Nouakchott, capital of the oil-rich Islamic republic. 


Military and civilian sources in Nouakchott said on Sunday that between 4 and 6 people had been arrested 
the day before, although there was no official confirmation. 


Burkina Faso, which has long been considered one of Libya's closest allies in West Africa, has rejected 
Mauritania's claims and branded the accusations "crass and dishonest". 


Libya has also denied any involvement and challenged the coup-prone desert republic to come up with 
evidence. 


In June 2003, Taya crushed a coup attempt after two days of fighting in the capital and locked up 131 alleged 
plotters. In August this year, 31 soldiers were rounded up and accused of planning another coup but 11 were 
later released. 


Mauritania says the ringleaders of the two attempts are being sheltered by Burkina Faso and trained in a 
camp at a place called Po. It says other plotters, from a variety of countries, were based in a second camp at 
Diebougou. 


"The members of the first group, including the leaders, are directly linked to Burkina's presidency," Abdi said. 
He declined to take questions after reading out a statement. 


The 131 arrested last year are due to face trial on November 21. No date has been set of the trial of the 
second group. 


Mauritania's relations with Libya have worsened since Taya established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 
1999 - becoming only the third Arab League state to do so - and shifted support from former Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein towards the United States. 


Last year's coup attempt came after Taya rounded up dozens of Islamists on suspicion of threatening state 
security. 
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LAGOS - Nigerian rebels fighting government troops in the southern Port Harcourt area are poised to launch 
an uprising across the entire oil-producing delta region to force political reforms or gain sovereignty, a rebel 
leader said. 


Mujahid Dokubo-Asari told Reuters his group had also decided to attack oil installations and personnel of the 
Italian oil company Agip, a unit of ENI (ENI.MI), accusing the company of lending its helicopters to the military 
to spy on rebel positions. 


CAIRO - Rebels in southern Sudan said they wanted to complete a peace agreement with the government in 
talks starting in Kenya on Oct. 7 and accused Khartoum of trying to delay the process to gain time. 


"We are worried about the manoeuvres by the Khartoum side. There is a strong tendency for them to buy 
time," said Yaser Arman, spokesman for the Sudan People's Liberation Movement. 


NAIROBI - A key Somalia factional leader has returned to peace talks in Nairobi, raising hopes for an end to 
recent fighting in the south of the country, mediators said. 


Hundreds of Somalis have fled to Kenya this month to escape the violence and aid workers have warned of 
famine after rival fighters clashed around the southern port of Kismayo in recent weeks, disrupting efforts to 
help more than 165,000 people suffering from severe drought. 


KAMPALA - Karamojong warriors ambushed a car carrying a Catholic priest in remote northeast Uganda, 
minutes before a convoy of 20 members of parliament passed along the same road, church officials and a 
newspaper said. 


Friday evening's attack on the road from Kotido to Moroto, about 400 km (248 miles) from the capital 
Kampala, comes amid rising violence in a region where the army is intensifying a campaign to disarm assault 
rifle-toting cattle rustlers. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania renewed its allegations that Burkina Faso had aided a coup plot and said the 
former French colony had trained soldiers in two camps to help overthrow its president. 


Mauritania had already accused both Burkina Faso and Libya in August of backing dissident soldiers plotting 
to oust the country's long-standing President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya while he was away on state 
business. 


JOHANNESBURG - Mozambique registered some 9.1 million voters in a drive that ended on Sunday but 
commentators said up to a million might have registered twice, complicating verification during December's 
presidential poll. 


"The uncertainty about the size of the electorate means it will be impossible to provide accurate figures on the 
turn-out and abstention during the general elections of 1-2 December," the Mozambique News Agency said in 
a commentary. 
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WMRC Perspective 


Significance 


Whether substantiated or not, the government's claims indicate that the level of political tension remains high, 
including among the military. 


Implications 


The government has renewed specific accusations against other states in the region, which it says have been 
aiding domestic dissidents - thus hiking international tensions. 


Outlook 


Although the sweep probably secures the government's position in the short term by neutralising the 
immediate threat, the long-term trend continues to be towards greater instability as a result of opposition to 
President Maaouya Ould Taya's authoritarian rule. 


Risk Rating 


The announcement comes soon after what authorities claimed was a failed coup attempt in August, and 
represents the fourth such accusation made by the government in 15 months. It has prompted us to 
downgrade Mauritania's Political Risk Rating from 3.50 to 3.75, and Security Risk Rating from 2.50 to 2.75. 


A Clean Sweep 


Following a weekend (25/26 September) security sweep, Interior Minister Mohamed Ghali Ould Cherif Anmed 
told journalists that government agents had detained a number of dissidents, including Captain 
Abderrahmane Ould Mini - wanted as one of the suspected ringleaders of previous coup attempts - and that 
information resulting from the arrests had led to the seizure of large quantities of military-grade arms and 
ammunition on the outskirts of the capital, Nouakchott. The minister said that that therefore, a 'vast plan of 
destabilisation and sabotage’ had been thwarted. AFP reports that he went on to accuse Burkina Faso and 
Libya of training dissidents in two camps in the former country, and of infiltrating Ould Mini and fellow 
dissident officer Saleh Ould Hennena into the country via Mali and Senegal. Hennena was not among the 
officers (thought to number at least four) arrested. Burkina Faso has already reacted angrily to the new 
accusations, with Security Minister Djibril Bassolé saying that it is awaiting the result of an African Union (AU) 
enquiry into the accusations. 


It Never Rains but it Pours 
The Bigger Picture 


However, the recent events are not just one prolonged rivalry playing itself out - they must be understood in 
their wider context. Ould Taya's two decades of highly partisan authoritarian rule has built up huge pressures 
in an already-polarised and unequal society (for example - and with the denial of the authorities - slavery still 
exists in Mauritania). While regional neighbours have democratised through the 1990s, the shallow and 
cosmetic nature of reforms in Mauritania can be seen in the wholesale manipulation of last year's elections, 
where Ould Taya appeared seriously threatened by a credible rival. The imminent arrival of oil revenues, 
which should help to swing the balance of power further in favour of the already-autocratic incumbent, has 
injected a sense of urgency into a tense political scene. In this context, it is perhaps unsurprising that even in 
the midst of a period of glasnost towards some of those thought to have been involved with last year's coup 
attempt, new efforts to take over government by force were launched. As for the international aspect, Ould 


Taya casts all his enemies as the West's current bogeymen - Ba’athists and Islamists, bent on destabilisation. 
Meanwhile, opportunistic regional neighbours, with an eye towards the country's coming oil wealth, might 
profit handsomely from a very small investment in aiding regime change if they were so inclined. 


Outlook and Implications 


Of course, it is worth striking a note of caution. The Nouakchott regime, conscious of its two-decades-worth of 
enemies, tends to err on the paranoid side of cautious when detecting coup plots. It also finds such plots 
useful ways of neutralising domestic opponents. However, the lack of political connections in regards to the 
latest arrest, and the very targeted nature of the detentions and accusations, seem to substantiate the 
government's suspicions. Although the sweep probably secures the government's position in the short term 
by neutralising the immediate threat, the long-term trend continues to be towards greater instability as a result 
of opposition to President Maaouya Ould Sid! ‘s authoritarian rule. Therefore, we have 
downgraded Mauritania's Political Risk Rating from 3.50 to 3.75, and its Security Risk Rating from 2.50 to 
2.75. 


It is clear to observers that the pace of events has increased since the first coup attempt was reported in June 
last year (see Mauritania: 9 June 2003: Ba'athist Colonel Suspected of Leading Coup Attempt in Mauritania). 
In fact, it seems as if the latest reported arrests and weapons seizures, as well as last month's reported 
putsch attempt, were basically a consequence of the government's reaction to the initial plot. Caught between 
the twin imperatives of ensuring regime security and not alienating too many key military and political 
personnel - in what is, after all, a small country - Ould Taya's government opted to go after the ringleaders. To 
others involved in less central ways, the government delivered a 'slap on the wrist’, by detaining, questioning 
and then releasing them. However, at the same time the regime made no attempt to address the underlying 
reasons for the plot - the dissatisfaction at Ould Taya's authoritarian government. In fact, it worsened them, 
by the blatant manipulation of elections later in the year (see Mauritania: 7 November 2003: Election 2003: 
Mauritanian Presidential Poll Under Way Following Detention of Leading Candidate and 10 November 2003: 
Election 2003: Leading Opposition Candidate Arrested Following Incumbent's Re-Election as Mauritanian 
President). That charade ended with state prosecutors alleging that chief opponent (and ex-president) 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla was himself plotting a coup - a flimsy accusation to add to Mauritania's 
growing pile of more substantial-looking suspected plots (see Mauritania: 22 December 2003: Mauritania 
Coup Trial Both Farcical and Sinister). In such a tense atmosphere, it was perhaps not surprising that many 
of those behind the 2003 attempt should try their luck again this year (see Mauritania: 10 August 2004: 
Troops Confined as Coup Rumours Swirl Around Locust-Hit Mauritanian Capital and 27 August 2004: 
Mauritanian Government Points Finger at Burkina Faso, Libya over Coup Plot). It is the aftermath of that last 
attempt that we are now seeing played out. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 3 (Reuters) - Locusts have invaded Mauritania's capital Nouakchott for the third time in 
as many months, forming a massive new swarm munching through what remains of the city's greenery, 
residents said on Sunday. 


West Africa's worst locust infestation for more than a decade has wreaked havoc in some of the world's 
poorest nations, causing substantial damage to grain crops across thousands of hectares (acres) in a region 
where many people are subsistence farmers. 


Children ran through Nouakchott's dusty streets beating the air with sticks to try to chase the insects away; 
older residents looked on at the locusts with resigned dismay. 


"This is becoming our daily lot," said Alpha, whose city-centre vegetable patch was ravaged by the airborne 
pests. 


"We have to leave it to Allah because there's nothing we can do against such a phenomenon," said Zeinab, 
tending to plants in a neighbouring plot. 


Nouakchott's main soccer pitch and President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's palace gardens were eaten 


by the first locust invasion in early August. 


The insects have destroyed 40-50 percent of Mauritania's crops and up to 60 percent of its pastures, 
according to Environment Minister Anmedou Ould Anmedou. Only an eighth of the affected area in 
Mauritania has been sprayed with pesticide. 


Foreign donors have been stumping up cash to fight the plague but several countries in West Africa are still 
badly short of aircraft and chemicals, with Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Senegal the hardest hit, officials say. 


The Rome-based Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) sounded the alarm a year ago about swarms in 
the region. Aid agencies, foreign donors and African governments have since all accused each other of being 
too slow to act. 


New swarms - one reported to be 70 km (44 miles) long - have moved into northwestern Mauritania in the 
past week and are also encroaching on Western Sahara and the Cape Verde islands, the FAO said on 
Friday. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 3 (Reuters) - Locusts have invaded Mauritania's capital Nouakchott for the third time in 
as many months, forming massive new swarms munching their way through what remains of the city's 
greenery, residents said on Sunday. 


West Africa's worst locust infestation for more than a decade has wreaked havoc in some of the world's 
poorest nations, causing substantial damage to grain crops across thousands of hectares (acres) in a region 
where many are subsistence farmers. 


"The swarms seen in recent days in Nouakchott have come from the reproduction of the first generation 
which came down from the north," said Mohamed EI Hacen Ould Jaavar, head of operations at Mauritania's 
desert locust centre (CLAA). 


"They're winged juveniles starting their migration and fattening up before they set off. They're very hungry." 


Children ran through the city's dusty streets beating the air with sticks to try to chase the insects away; older 
residents looked on at the locusts with resigned dismay. 


"This is becoming our daily lot," said Alpha, whose city-centre vegetable patch was ravaged by the airborne 
pests. 


"We have to leave it to Allah because there's nothing we can do against such a phenomenon," said Zeinab, 
tending to plants in a neighbouring plot. 


Nouakchott's main soccer pitch and President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's palace gardens were eaten 


by the first locust invasion in early August. 


The insects have destroyed 40-50 percent of Mauritania's crops and up to 60 percent of its pastures, 
according to Environment Minister Anmedou Ould Anmedou. Only an eighth of the affected area in 
Mauritania has been sprayed with pesticide. 


Foreign donors have been stumping up cash to fight the plague but several countries in West Africa are still 
badly short of aircraft and chemicals, with Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Senegal the hardest hit, officials say. 


The Rome-based Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) sounded the alarm a year ago about swarms in 
the region. Aid agencies, foreign donors and African governments have since all accused each other of being 
too slow to act. 


New swarms - one reported to be 70 km (45 miles) long - have moved into northwestern Mauritania in the 
past week and are also encroaching on Western Sahara and the Cape Verde islands, the FAO said on 
Friday. 
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Some wore buckets on their heads, others swung sticks, and those who could sheltered indoors, praying for 
an end to the locust invasion which yesterday swept through Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott. 


The swarm devastated crops and the city's few parks, and left residents feeling besieged and impotent in the 
face of west Africa's worst locust infestation for over a decade. 


This was Mauritania's third swarm in as many months, a plague which the government said had destroyed up 
to half the country's crops and 60% of its pastures. 


The swarming insects are the offspring of the first wave of locusts which moved south earlier this year, said 
Mohamed El Hacen Ould Jaavar, head of operations at Mauritania's desert locust centre. "They're winged 
juveniles starting their migration and fattening up before they set off. They're very hungry," he told Reuters. 


Nouakchott's main soccer pitch and President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's palace gardens were 


reported to have been eaten by the first locust invasion in early August. 


Children waved sticks at the insects, but it was a futile gesture since each square kilometre of a swarm holds 
up to 80 million locusts, each eating the daily equivalent of its own body weight, two grammes. A separate 
swarm recorded outside the capital last week measured 45 miles long. 


Some of those with no choice but to leave their homes wore upturned buckets to protect them against the 
insects. 


"We have to leave it to Allah because there's nothing we can do against such a phenomenon," said Zeinab, 
tending plants in a neighbouring plot. 


Locusts sweep across Africa every year, but this year has been especially bad because heavy rains created 
ideal breeding conditions. Mauritania, Mali, Niger and Senegal are worst hit, but also affected are Algeria, 
Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Eritrea, Gambia, Morocco and Sudan. 


Agricultural experts warned west Africa could lose up to a quarter of its grain crop but did not suggest famine 
would result. Mali's rice paddies are at risk as fresh swarms hatch and take flight, replacing those that died. 


Pesticides and crop-dusting aircraft can dent the swarms but only one eighth of Mauritania's affected area 
was sprayed. Neighbouring countries were also ill prepared. 


The United Nations Food and Agricultural Agency warned of the danger a year ago, but only in recent weeks 
have donors made significant contributions. 
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Oct 03, 2004 (Western Sahara Referendum Support Association/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 
17-18.09.04 
Belgium 


An Belgian interparliamentary delegation carried out a visit to the Saharawi refugee camps. Consisting of 
Pierre Galand (Socialist), Jacinta De Roeck (Green and Socialist) and Jean Cornil (Socialist), the group 
sought information on the situation of the refugees and had talks with leaders of the Polisario on the latest 
developments relative to the settlement plan for the conflict. Pierre Galand pointed out, in a speech, that 
"there is no assembly in the world which does not recognise the legitimate right of the Saharawi people", he 
believed that the Saharawi struggle fosters "legitimacy and peaceful coexistence between the peoples of the 
world". [El Moudjahid, 16.09.04] 


Recognition of SADR by South Africa (continued) 
20.09.04 


The President of the Republic, Mohamed Abdelaziz, sent a message of congratulations to the South African 
president Thabo Mbeki, expressing the view that the initiative of recognising SADR and establishing 
diplomatic relations between the two countries will not fail to apply extra pressure on Morocco to comply with 
international law and to organise a referendum of self-determination for the Saharawi people. [complete text 
English]. Many messages welcoming the move were also sent to South Africa by politicians, 
parliamentarians, associations and NGOs from around the world. 


The letter through which South Africa had announced and explained its decision to recognise SADR to the 
Moroccan authorities has been made public. [Letter of President Thabo M'Beki to the king of Morocco 
Mohamed VI, 01.08.04 ] [Lettre du President Thabo M'Beki au roi Mohamed VI du Maroc, 01.08.04] 


South Africa's decision keeps making waves in Morocco, where one notes on one hand virulent criticisms of 
the government's policy and Moroccan diplomacy, and on the other hand a bitter campaign against Algeria, 
held responsible for all evil and accused of bellicose intentions. [Reactions, press review, .... >> special page 
set up 


26-27.09.04 


A national conference devoted to the management of the Saharawi state brought together the government 
and officials from various levels and sectors. The head of government, who presided over the meeting gave a 
positive picture of the administration of the state since its creation. The participants nevertheless made many 
suggestions for reorganisation and technical reform to deal more effectively with the challenges of the 
developing Saharawi society. 


OCCUPIED TERRITORIES &endash; SAHARAWI RESISTANCE 


This month of September is characterised by an increase in militant activities in the whole of the territory 
occupied by Morocco as well as in the towns of southern Morocco with a significant Saharawi population. 


15.09.04 Dakhla 


Saharawi activists announce the setting up of a committee against torture, "in order to break the media 
black-out imposed by the Moroccan government on Saharawi territory and the isolation of this coastal town 
from the other towns under Moroccan occupation." [SPS] [AFAPREDESA, 15.09.04] [ Comite de Accion 
Contra la Tortura en Dajla, 27.09.04] 


17.09.04 Black Prison in El Ayoun 


Saharawi political detainees denounce "the dangerous process which human rights are encountering in the 
occupied territories of Western Sahara" and demand "the immediate liberation of all Saharawi political 
prisoners and for light to be shed on the fate of the disappeared". [Comunicado"presos politicos saharauis en 
la carcel negra" 27.09.04] 


Saharawi human rights defenders call for "all human rights organisations to intervene with the Moroccan 
authorities to put an end to the serious abuses perpetrated by Morocco in the occupied territories of Western 
Sahara", underlining that the two victims of a summary sentence (Haddad and Fakak) had only expressed 
"their support for the right of the Saharawi people to self-determination". The Association of Families of 
Saharawi prisoners and disappeared (AFAPREDESA) and the Union of Saharawi Lawyers (UJS) had already 
condemned these "serious violations of the right of each person to a fair and just trial". 


22.09.04 Goulimin 


Saharawi unemployed graduates from Goulimin announce the creation of an Association for unemployed 
Saharawi graduates. They organise a sit-in outside Goulimin town hall after the municipal authorities had 
refused to register the association and they line the streets afterwards calling out slogans hostile to the 
colonial occupation of Western Sahara. They show solidarity with their brothers in the occupied territories on 
the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the Intifada of "Place D'Cheira". The Moroccan police disperse the 
demonstrators with batons and tear gas. [SPS] 


22.09.04 Agadir &endash; Abduction 


A Saharawi citizen, Yahya Mohamed El Hafed, alias Azza, was arrested and imprisoned without trial in the 
prison of Galat ben Sergaou (Agadir), on 16 September last, according to his father. The former soldier had 
been recruited by force in the Moroccan armed forces in 1987 and demobilised two years ago. He had gone 
to Agadir military barracks in response to a summons by the royal gendarmerie. His blind father, suffering 
from war wounds, who was accompanying him at the moment of his arrest, was left without any means to 
return to Tan-Tan. El Hafed was freed on 28.09.04 in Rabat, after having been interrogated and tortured by 
the 5th bureau, military security. 


The Collective of Saharawi Human Rights Defenders in the territory of Western Sahara under Moroccan 
control and the Committee of victims of abduction of Smara strongly condemned this act. [Statement of the 
Committee of Victims of events of Smara, 24.09.04] [Communique de Ali Salem Tamek, 23.09.04] >> Arabic 
text on his release 


25.09.04 Assa 


3000 people demonstrated in the streets of Assa for several hours on the occasion of the 12th anniversary of 
the intifada of 1992, which was repressed with bloodshed. The demonstrators chanted slogans hostile to the 
occupation of Western Sahara and in favour of the Polisario Front and the independence of Western Sahara. 
The whole town was heavily patrolled by a big reinforcement of police. 


Two other demonstrations for independence were held on 7 and 14 September, in this town of southern 
Morocco populated principally by Saharawis. [week 37-38/2004] [REPORT about the resistance of the 
Saharawi people against Moroccan occupation. 1992 - 2004] 


26.09.04 El Ayoun 


A young Saharawi, Cheikh Bneiba, was arrested following an argument with Moroccan settlers, who tried to 
force him into their house to torture him. The Moroccan police dispersed with truncheon blows the numerous 
Saharawis who came to the rescue of their compatriot. [corr] 


27.09.04 Smara 


Ahmed Naciri continues to suffer threats and harrassment by the Moroccan authorities. At the beginning of 
September, the governor of Smara, Abdelkrim Bezzaa, summoned him to stop any human rights activities, 
failing which he could expect something worse. He required from him a letter "begging for pity" to find a job 
and wage in the administration. Earlier several emissaries from the authorities had already intimated to Naciri 
that he must be silent if he wanted to avoid reprisals.[Appeal from the former political detainee Anmed Naciri, 
30.09.04] [Statement from the Committee of victims of the events of Smara , 30.09.04] 


01.10.04 Dakhla - Arrest 


A Saharawi citizen, Balla Salmi Bouaailla, born in 1977 in El Ayoun, was arrested and taken to the central 
police station. Saharawi citizens immediately gathered outside the building and organised a sit-in to protest at 


this arbitrary arrest, shouting slogans hostile to the Moroccan occupier and calling for the immediate release 
of the detainee. The next day the demonstrations took place outside the court where the trial of the detainee 
was taking place. Balla has been condemned to a suspended sentence of 2 month and a fine of 500 dirhams. 


Balla Salmi Bouaailla is part of a family in which three members have been victims of abduction: Noghouha in 
1989, Dawh in 1991 and Mailah in 1992 . [corr.] ["Intifada" attempts in Western Sahara, Morocco, afrol News, 
1.10.04] 


>> News on the occupied territories and southern Morocco can be found on the News-BLOG SAHARA 
LIBRE 


Body for Equity and Reconciliation in Western Sahara (IER) 


In accordance with its mandate to settle once and for all the consequences of human rights abuses, 
delegations of the IER met in El Ayoun victims in ill health and in Smara, families of disappeared Saharawis. 
Over 400 cases of illness, excluding victims from the mines, have been counted, including some who require 
urgent attention, but nothing has been done up until now. A group of associations of victims and families of 
victims as well as human rights activists handed a memorandum to the IER 

http://alisalemtamek.site. voila.fr/MemoSahara.pdf, which the delegation initially refused, but finally accepted 
on 5 May 2004. But the IER has not invited its authors to discuss it and has not published this document on 
its website, on which all the other documents given to the IER can be found. 





REFERENDUM 
20.09.04 


The special representative of the United Nations Secretary General for Western Sahara, Alvaro De Soto, was 
received in Nouakchott by the Mauritanian President i 


21.09.04 
UN General Assembly 
During the general debate, several speakers brought up the conflict in Western Sahara: 


Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika affirmed that any attempt to take the question of Western Sahara out 
of its place as a decolonisation issue "could only lead to failure". Bouteflika underlined that the conflict in 
Western Sahara is "a problem of incomplete decolonisation". He emphasised the fact that Algeria "cannot 
and will not substitute for the the people of Western Sahara in the determination of its future", which is an 
allusion notably to France's appeals for direct negotiations between Morocco and Algeria. 


While the Moroccan press allowed it to be understood that the king would make a new proposal for the 
resolution of the conflict, Mohamed VI only repeated his usual talk of territorial integrity and national 
sovereignty. 


The Spanish Prime Minister declared himself in favour of a just and lasting political solution to the conflict in 
Western Sahara, accepted by all the parties and which respects the principle resolutions of the United 
Nations. He called for all the parties concerned to redouble their efforts towards a dialogue and negotiations 
established by the United Nations to resolve a conflict, which has, in his words, lasted too long. 


The representatives of Tanzania, Namibia, Lesotho, Mauritania and Guinea raised in their speeches the 
necessity of settling the question of Western Sahara within the UN framework. 


22.09.04 
SADR-Spain encounter 


The Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, Moratinos, met around the time of the General Assembly with his 
Saharawi counterpart, Ould Salek, accompanied by the Saharawi Ambassador in Washington, Mouloud Said 
and the UN representative Anmed Boukhari. Moratinos, in a statement to the press, confirmed the support of 
his government for the Baker plan, underlining, however, that "Spain has always talked of adjustments to the 
Baker plan". He declared that the Saharawi delegation "had shown enormous suspicion and great concern" 
about the role of the Spanish government, but that "confidence had been re-established". The Spanish 
minister called the meeting "very positive, very interesting and very useful", adding that "the Saharawis can 
have legitimate aspirations, but they must understand that , as Spanish political representatives we have to 
do something". 


Moratinos declared the next day that he was consulting "all the parties" on the Western Sahara conflict, 
pointing out that he had also talked with the King of Morocco, the American deputy Secretary of State, 


William Burns, the Algerian President and the Moroccan, Algerian, Tunisian and Mauritanian Foreign 
Secretaries. He made clear that he would continue his efforts to convince Paris, standing firm with the 
Moroccan position, to take a step in the direction of Madrid, close to the Polisario Front. [El Pais in 
Sahara-|nfo] 


23.09.04 


The Polisario Front coordinator with MINURSO, Mohamed Khaddad, said that "the ball is in Morocco's court" 
after the country refused the Baker plan. In an interview published by the London daily "El Hayat", Mr. 
Khaddad expressed the view that Rabat "lacks the courage to put forward acceptable proposals". "The 
international community has granted Morocco sufficient time to find a solution", Mr Knaddad considers. 


23.09.04 


Sitting in Guatemala-City, the Parliament of Central America (PARLACEN), which brings together Costa Rica, 
Belize, Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama, adopted a resolution of "support for 
self-determination for the people of SADR, exhorting parliaments across the world to "support SADR and its 
territorial integrity, as well as the aspirations of its people for peace and progress". Recalling the terms of a 
previous resolution adopted in 2000 [week 05/2000], the Parliament reaffirmed its support for the "just 
struggle of the people of SADR for the consecration of its national self-determination, for peace and building 
democracy through our moral support and solidarity." 


24.09.04 
UN 


Morocco published the Memorandum which it sent to the Secretary General for the debate in the Security 
Council on the extension of MINURSO's mandate. 


[Memorandum adresse le 24 septembre par le Maroc au Secretaire general des Nations unies, M. Kofi 
Annan.] 


[Memorandum del Reino de Marruecos sobre el diferendo regional relativo al Sahara 24 septiembre de 2004, 
dirigido al secretario general de la ONU] 


[Memorandum of the Kingdom of Morocco on the regional dispute on the Sahara September 24, 2004 , 
addressed to the UN Secretary-General.] 


28.09.04 
UN 


Publication by the UN of the Memorandum sent by the Polisario Front, on 1 September 2004, to the member 
states with a view to the debates of the General Assembly. 


[Memorandum by the Frente POLISARIO addressed to the Member States of the United Nations, 01.09.04 
HTML - PDF] 


[Memoire du Front POLISARIO sur la question du Sahara occidental, adresse aux Etats Membres de 
l'Organisation des Nations Unies, 01.09.04 HTML - PDF] 


[Memorando dirigido a los Estados Miembros de las Naciones Unidas por el Frente POLISARIO, 01.09.04 
HTML - PDF] 


Special UN page September-October: http://www.arso.org/UN0904.htm 





27.09.04 
Spain 


Moratinos, Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, presented himself at his own request to the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee, to explain the new "active policy" of his government on the question of Western Sahara. 
He declared that this will not betray the Baker plan. The next resolution of the Security Council should, 
according to Moratinos, allow for the extension of MINURSO's mandate, so that current diplomatic efforts 
might achieve results. The Security Council should also give its special representative Alvaro de Soto a 
broader mandate, so that, starting from the Baker plan "a dynamic of negotiation could be created that the 
two parties could accept, in keeping with the principle of free determination of the Saharawi people and which 
could be submitted to a referendum". 


TERRORISM 
20-21.09.04 
2nd African colloquium on terrorism and cross-border crime 


Nineteen African, European, Asian and American countries and officials from Interpol drew up a strategy for 
the fight against cross-border terrorism and crime in Africa. They committed themselves to conduct "joint 
cross-border operations to fight terrorist and criminal threats in Africa effectively", a continent which they 
consider "high risk". These countries are Algeria, United States, France, United Kingdom, Turkey, Egypt, 
Morocco, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Chad, Sudan, Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Cambodia, Benin, Burundi, 
Togo and Mauritania, meeting for discussion in Noukchott. [agencies]. 


ITALY 
17-18.09.04 
First conference of regional European and African assemblies in Florence 


About a hundred official delegations and representatives from thirty African countries took part in this first 
conference on the theme "Decentralisation: the new dimension of democracy, peace and development". 


The Vice-President of the Regional Council of Tuscany, Enrico Cecchetti, reiterated in his speech, the 
support of his region for "the struggle of the Saharawi people for its right to self-determination". Mansour 
Omar, wali of El Ayoun, who led the official Saharawi delegation, thanked the Tuscan officials for "their 
constant support" for the Saharawi people. Tuscany has allocated aid to 30 African countries, including 13% 
of it for SADR. 


This conference was jointly organised by the Tuscany region, the Conference of European regional legislative 
assemblies (CALRE), the Italian Presidency, the UN Economic and Social Department with patronage from 
the European Union, the Council of Europe and the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
APPEAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF SAHARAWI HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS, BIRDHSO, September 2004 
18.09.04 


Abdoullahi Lakhfaouni, a Saharawi imprisoned since 2000 in the central prison of Kenitra (Morocco) and 
sentenced to 7 years and 5 years in prison, was attacked by an employee of the prison, Daoudi Moustapha. 
Last August some of his personal possessions were stolen, but his complaint had no result. Lakhfaouni, who 
considers himself a political prisoner, is turning to human rights organisations to put an end to his bad 
treatment, malnutrition, lack of medical care and other human rights abuses of the most elementary kind to 
which he is subjected. [Testimony from inside Moroccan prisons " Abdullahi Lakhfaouni" 17.09.04, 
AFAPREDESA] [Testimonio del interior de las carceles marroquies " Abdallahi Ouali Lajfaoui",17.09.04, 
AFAPREDESA] 


HUMANITARIAN AID 
23.09.04 


A Belgian senator, Pierre Galand, on return from a mission to the refugee camps, declared that "the principle 
donors of aid, Europe and the United States, had reduced or ended their aid because of pressure and the 
propaganda by the Moroccan authorities and their allies". "These campaigns have made out that the food aid 
is misappropriated, but missions of inquiry sent by international organisations, notably World Food Program 
and UN High Commission for Refugees, have totally denied these allegations", the senator indicated during a 
press conference in Brussels. Galand considers that the food stocks available to 160,000 Saharawi refugees 
have reached the level of high alert, with only food for a month and a half left, "while international norms 
provide for stocks of three months" [aps] 


SOLIDARITY 
23.09.04 
Arab Solidarity 


A group of Arab intellectuals, including university teachers, lawyers, doctors, journalists and writers, 
announced in Beirut the constitution of a Committee of Support for the Saharawi people. It wants to work for 


the right to self-determination and independence of the Saharawi people and raise awareness in Arab 
countries of the suffering experienced by this people for over three decades. [SPS] 


30.09.04 
Letter to the Spanish Prime Minister, Zapatero 


A group of representatives of culture handed to the Palace of Moncloa, the seat of government, a new list of 
signatures to the letter sent on 19 July last by over 200 writers and artists [week 31-32] . The new signatories 
include famous names such as the Nobel prize winner, Jose Saramago, Federico Mayor Zaragoza, President 
of the Foundation "Culture and Peace" the former president of UNESCO, Belen Gopegui, Antonio Gala, Juan 
Genoves, Javier Sadaba... who join the list which has now acquired 400 names. To this an additional letter 
comes from the Association of veterans of the Spanish army of Ifni 1956-1960 as well as two thousand first 
signatures of citizens of Spain, from the whole world including the camps and the occupied territories of 
Western Sahara. [letter in Spanish ]. 
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NOUAKCHOTT (MAURITANIA): Some wore buckets on their heads, others swung sticks, and those who 
could, sheltered indoors, praying for an end to the locust invasion which on Monday swept through 
Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott. The swarm devastated crops and the city's few parks, and left residents 
feeling besieged and impotent in the face of west Africa's worst locust infestation for over a decade. This was 
Mauritania's third swarm in as many months, a plague which the Government said had destroyed up to half 
the country's crops and 60 per cent of its pastures. Nouakchott's main soccer pitch and the President, 
SRS SURIGTH RRTSUETEE palace gardens were reported to have been eaten by the first locust 
invasion in August. Locusts sweep across Africa every year, but this year has been especially bad . 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 9 (Reuters) - The man accused by Mauritania for organising a series of coup attempts in 
the oil-rich West African country has been arrested, police said on Saturday. 


Police sources said former army officer Saleh Ould Hanenna had been detained along with a second army 
officer on Saturday morning near Mauritania's border with Senegal. 


Mauritania issued a warrant for Hanenna's arrest in June 2003 after renegade soldiers came close to toppling 
pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in two days of fighting in the capital Nouakchott. 


Hanenna had earlier been removed from the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's 
links with Israel. Taya is one of only three leaders in the Arab League to establish full diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 


Mauritania said it had foiled two more coup attempts this year by soldiers believed to have ties with Hanenna. 
The mostly desert nation on the western tip of Africa has also accused Burkina Faso and Libya of being 
behind various plots. 
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Oct 15, 2004 (Cameroon Tribune/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 


More arrests continue in Nouachott over the recent coup attempt. The wife and brother of Commander Saleh 
Ould Hanena, presumed leader of the June 2003 and August 2004 coup attempts in Mauritania, were 
arrested Tuesday, according to official sources in Nouakchott. Hanena, himself was arrested four days ago 
over the coup 


attempts against the government of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. The sources said he was 


arrested at the Senegal-Mauritanian border while trying to leave Mauritania. 


Meanwhile, an ad hoc committee of French speaking states has been set up to facilitate Mauritania's at the 
10th Francophonie summit slated for 26 and 27 November in Ouagadougou, Burkinabe ambassador in Paris, 
Philippe Sawadogo told pressmen on Monday."The committee will seek to convince Mauritania to take part in 


the Ouagadougou summit," Sawadogo told a news conference in Paris. He said the dispute between 
Ouagadougou and Nouakchott could be discussed at the summit that will also touch on political crises in 
several member states, including Cote d'Ivoire. 


"The Ouagadougou declaration on political crises in Francophone countries will be adopted during the 
summit. These sensitive issues would be dealt with in a closed-door meeting of heads of state," Sawadogo 
added. Relations between Burkina Faso and Mauritania deteriorated in the last few weeks following 
accusations from Nouakchott about Ouagadougou's involvement in a coup ploy against President Maouya 
Sid'Ahmed Ould Taya. The accusations, which were also levelled against Libya particularly cited Liman Chaffi 
(of Mauritanian origin), an adviser of President Blaise Compaore, who denied any involvement in the alleged 
scheme. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Oct 20 (Reuters) - Mauritania freed 26 soldiers on Wednesday arrested in August after the 
West African country said it had foiled a coup attempt, the state news agency said. 


"As part of the current investigations into the latest attempt to destabilise our country, 10 officers and 16 
non-commissioned officers ... have been released and returned to their units," the Mauritanian Information 
Agency said. 


No explanation was given. It was not clear how many other soldiers arrested in August were still being 
detained. 


Human rights activists criticised the authorities for their "anachronistic" behaviour and a retired army officer 
said the treatment of the released soldiers had been "a humiliation". 


"In Mauritania, people get arrested left and right, accused of the most serious acts, held in secret for two 
months and then released without the slightest explanation or any apology,” said defence lawyer Brahim Ould 
Ebetty. 


The release of the soldiers comes after the arrest of the suspected ringleaders of a June 2003 putsch which 
pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya crushed after two days of fighting in the capital. 


Former army officer Saleh Ould Hanenna and Captain Abderrahmanane Ould Minnih, who had been on the 
run since the coup attempt, were detained earlier this month near Senegal. 


Mauritania has said it believes a third plotter linked to Hanenna and Minnih is in the rebel-held north of Ivory 
Coast. 


Another 131 people arrested last year after the failed putsch are to go on trial on November 21. 
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MADRID, Oct. 21 (Xinhua) -- Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos on Thursday expressed in 
Mauritanian capital Nouakchott his support for dialogue on the future of the disputed Western Sahara. 


During his one-day visit, Moratinos met with Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya and 


Foreign Minister Mohamed Vall Uld Bellal, Spanish media reported. 


He was the first high-ranking Spanish official to visit Mauritania since Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero came to power in March. 


Moratinos and Bellal discussed possible negotiations to seek a solution to the problem of Western Sahara 
and affirmed their commitment to the cause within the framework of the United Nations. 


Moratinos said Spain wishes "to keep on negotiations" of the so- called Baker peace plan drafted by former 
US Secretary of State James Baker. The plan proposes five years of autonomy for the Sahara people under 
Moroccan sovereignty before self-determination. 


Moratinos also invited his Mauritanian counterpart to visit Spain in early 2005 which will make preparations 
for the visit of Mauritanian President Taya to the Iberian country next year. 


Western Sahara, abandoned by Spain and annexed by Morocco in 1975, is a thorny issue between Morocco 
and Algeria. Algeria supports the Polisario Front, which seeks independence for Western Sahara. 


Since 1986, the United Nations has been seeking a peaceful solution to Western Sahara. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Three top opposition figures in oil-rich Mauritania have been charged with 
plotting to overthrow President AERTS one of the men and lawyers in the West 
African country said on Wednesday. 


Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler and Taya's main challenger in elections last year, 
was charged with helping finance a coup bid after being questioned on his links to suspected military and 
civilian plotters, his lawyers said. 


"I've never seen these people, | don't know them and | have never sent them any money," Haidalla told 
Reuters. 


The coup-prone Islamic republic, a poor, mostly desert country hoping to get rich from offshore oil, said in 
August it had foiled an attempted putsch and blamed a group of renegade soldiers who had made a similar 
bid the year before. 


Taya has ruled the nation with an iron fist since seizing power from Haidalla in 1984. Power has not changed 
hands through the ballot box in Mauritania since its independence from France in 1960. 


Cheikh Ould Horma, who was deputy campaign director for Haidalla ahead of last November's poll, and 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, brother of the country's first president and another Taya challenger, were also charged 
with helping to finance a plot. 


Haidalla is no stranger to charges of coup plotting. 


He was put on trial after last year's poll, accused of attempting to conspire with a foreign power to destroy or 
change the constitutional regime. He was found guilty but released in December with a five-year suspended 
sentence and a fine. 
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Nov 14, 2004 (Western Sahara Referendum Support Association/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- 
02.11.04, Moroccan Press 


Mohamed Abdelaziz gave an interview to the Moroccan weekly, El Bidaoui, which reproduced 4 out of the 7 
initial questions and answers. Questioned on Moroccan-Saharawi bilateral negotiations which took place 
fairly recently, the SADR President expressed his disappointment at the way Morocco has denied 
agreements which it had been difficult to obtain and side-stepped them. The last time being a final attempt by 
South Africa to mediate, which Morocco wriggled out of at the last minute. 


He took advantage of this platform to launch "an appeal to the Moroccan avant-garde, its cultured and 
enlightened members, to refrain from circulating half-truths and lies to the Moroccan people". Adding that "it is 
high time to recognise this age-old Saharawi reality and to give up lying and propaganda which the Moroccan 
people have been subjected to since the beginning of the conflict, presenting the Saharawi State as being 
harmful to the national interests of Morocco and its people. We refute these assertions and affirm the 
contrary, and we reaffirm to our Moroccan brothers that our project for the Saharawi state is based on a 
global vision which safeguards the interests of all, a state capable of participating positively in 
complementarity, democracy and the development of the region." [full text translated into English by SPS] 


04.11.04, Mali 


The envoy of the Saharawi President, Khalil Sidi M'Hamed, Minister for the Occupied Territories, carrying a 
message from the Saharawi President to his Malian counterpart, was received in Bamako by the President of 
Mali, Amadou Toumani Toure. [SPS]. 


10.11.04, Mozambique 


The Saharawi Embassy in Maputo announces that Mr Adda Hmeim had presented his credentials to the 
Mozambican President, Joaquim Alberto Chissano, as Ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary for 
SADR with the Government of the Republic of Mozambique. [SPS] 


10.11.04, Mauritania 


The President of the Republic of Mauritania, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, gave an audience to El Khalil 


Sidi M'Hamed, Saharawi Minister for Colonies, as special envoy of the President of SADR. [SPS] 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
28.10.04, Smara 


In a statement, Saharawi unemployed graduates from Smara denounce police harrassment and social and 
economic conditions which result from Morocco's policy of occupation of Western Sahara. They demand the 
support of human rights organisations to deliver Western Sahara from the present political and media 
blockade, so that pressure is brought to bear on Morocco to improve their living conditions and remove all 
violence towards Saharawis. 


06.11.04, Launch of local television in El Ayoun. 


Moroccan TV inaugurates a daily three-hour slot in Hassaniya , "of a political nature to counteract the 
propaganda of the Polisario". There will be both terrestrial and satellite coverage. [agencies] 


07.11.04, Smara 


Reacting to increasing popular discontent in Smara, two Moroccan political parties (Socialist Youth of the 
USFP and the PPS, Party of Progress and Socialism) organise a "popular gathering" in Smara, presided over 
by the Secretary General of the JS, accompanied by the parliamentarian, Gajmoula Bent Abbi, three 
members of the political executive of the PPS, including a minister, local officials of the JS and the PPS with 
about a hundred people present. The meeting, whose aim is to "reinforce the interior front", lasts for nearly 
five hours and is devoted to the latest developments of the Sahara question, to the catastrophic economic 
management of the region and prospects for development. [Al Bayane, Le Matin] 


08.11.04, El Ayoun 


Creation in El Ayoun of a local committee of support for the international campaign for the protection of 
human rights defenders in Western Sahara. Led by an executive of thirteen members with Tamek Ali Salem 
as chair, it is made up of Saharawi lawyers, trades unionists and former political prisoners in the occupied 
territories. It launches an appealfor the support of the human rights defenders in Western Sahara by sending 
messages to the Moroccan government. [see special page ] [SPS] 


10.11.04, El Ayoun 


The Collective of Saharawi Human Rights Defenders in "the territory of Western Sahara under Moroccan 
control" calls for solidarity and support for Saharawi human rights defenders, it denounces acts of intimidation 
perpetrated by Moroccan authorities towards them and demands the measures taken against them to be 
annulled and for respect of the right to freedom of association for Saharawi human rights organisations. 
[Statement ] 


REFERENDUM 
Reactions after the adoption of resolution 1570 in the Security Council 
30.10.04, SADR 


Moroccan attempts aiming to give a new mandate to the United Nations Secretary General's special 
representative in order to introduce amendments or make adjustments to the Baker paln "were completely 
ignored by the Security Council", declares M'hamed Khaddad, Saharawi coordinator with MINURSO, to APS. 
According to Khaddad, the Security Council notes the present impasse in the decolonization process in 
Western Sahara "which is entirely due to the Moroccan regime which (...) has rejected the peace plan 
presented by James Baker". [El Moudjahid] 


30.10.04, France 


France "supports the search for a political solution accepted by all the parties, within the framework and 
under the aegis of the United Nations", it "hopes that these six months can be used by the parties to work 
with the Secretary General as well as with his Special Representative, and between them, reach a mutually 
agreeable settlement", a spokesperson for the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs declares. 


01.11.04, Algeria 


It is with great satisfaction that Algeria welcomes the unanimous adoption by the Security Council of 
resolution 1570 on Western Sahara", declares the spokesperson of the Algerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


01.11.04, Morocco 


Morocco warmly welcomes the adoption of resolution 1570 on the question of the Sahara, calling for "an end 
to the present impasse and progress towards a political solution", a statement from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs indicates. 


Moroccan diplomatic offensive 


Finding it necessary to garner support for its position in a Moroccan-Algerian conflict, Morocco undertakes a 
broad based diplomatic action. Acting as the personal emissary of the King, the Moroccan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, accompanied by a large delegation, visits one after the other, Tunisia, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Malawi, Lesotho and Zimbabwe, most of whom voted for 
the resolution favouring SADR in the 4th Committee. Benaissa also travels to Saudi Arabia. 


EFE, announces on 6 November, quoting Al Sharq al Awsat, that the King of Morocco will undertake from 22 
November, a tour of Latin America and that he will visit Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Chile. 


31.10.04, Egypt’ mediation: denial 


In the rush of the visit of the Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs to Cairo, agencies report that the Egyptian 
government wants to promote contact between Algeria and Morocco, "who are opponents in the conflict in 
Western Sahara", according to the spokesman of President Mubarak. 


The Saharawi government expresses its "astonishment and surprise" through the voice of its Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, M. Mohamed Salem ould Salek [Declaration 01.11.04] [Declaracion 01.11.04 ] 


The Algerian Ministry for Foreign Affairs immediately spells out that the question of Western Sahara is a 
problem of decolonization, that Algeria is not a party in the conflict, and, on 3 November, the spokesman of 
the Egyptian President denies the news, adding that the question of Western Sahara is in the hands of the 
UN and that Egypt was keen that the dispute should not affect relations between Morocco and Algeria (sic). 
[Official Egypt Government website ] 


04.11.04, Tunisia 


The Spanish news agency EFE, alleges that Morocco requested the mediation of Tunisia when the Moroccan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs visited the country. The Algerian President has a brief meeting in Tunis with his 
Tunisian counterpart, to inform him, among other things, about the question of Western Sahara. 


09.11.04, Zimbabwe' mediation : denial 


Zimbabwean media announce that Benaissa allegedly asked for the mediation of their president, Robert 
Mugabe, which was immediately taken up and widely reported internationally only to be rapidly denied, by the 
Moroccan Minister for Foreign Affairs, according to the BBC. 


06.11.04, Morocco, 29th anniversary of the Green March 
Royal Speech 


Mohamed VI reaffirms that the question of territorial integrity of Morocco is an "affair of national identity which 
is one and indivisible" and "an inalienable historic right which suffers no concession". He calls the political 
parties, the elected Councils and all active forces to "get more effectively involved in the chosen course of 
arguing for and defending the justice of the cause of our territorial integrity, in the framework of an efficient 
plan of action, accompanying and completing the efforts deployed by official diplomacy." 


07.11.04, SADR, reaction 


The Polisario Front strongly denounces "the tone of escalation" expressed by Mohamed VI on the occasion of 
the "infamous anniversary of the Black March". 'The tone of escalation and the appeal to mobilisation is a 
dangerous and irresponsible step to make, and the Moroccan government takes full responsibility for the 
consequences which could arise from it," warns a statement from the Ministry of Information. [SPS] 


12.11.04 


From an official source it is announced that the Spanish Prime Minister, Zapatero will receive the Secretary 
General of the Polisario Front, Mohamed Abdelaziz, on 26 November in Madrid. Zapatero will meet the 
Polisario leader to discuss the conflict in the Sahara. [SPS] 


ALGERIA 
01.11.04, Summit 


In an interview the Algerian Minister for Foreign Affairs reveals that Spain, France and Morocco invited 
Algeria to a four-power summit in order to discuss the conflict over the Western Sahara. [see weeks 19/20 
and 23/24 2004]. The Minister confirms that Algeria notified the authors of the initiative that the Polisario 
Front, being the sole legal representative of the Sahrawi people, is the principal party concerned by this 
summit. Algeria is therefore not concerned by such summits.. [Monday Morning (Beyrout)], 


MOROCCO 
Basri sticks to his guns 


Virulent criticism registered after his "Western Sahara" on Al Jazeera, have not dampened Basri, who, in an 
interview with the Madrid daily La Razon, affirms that the referendum is the only solution to the conflict in 
Western Sahara.[La Razon, 07.11.04] ] [English translation by SPS] 


Questioned on Algerian national radio, Driss Basri affirms again that the UN peace plan "is still valid", 
contrary to the official position of Rabat which has called it obsolete. These remarks give rise to a new storm 


of disapproval and invective in the Moroccan media, shouting "felony", and "treason" and describing him as 
"the spokesman of Bouteflika". 


The Moroccan press agency champion of misinformation: 


An example among others: on 08.11 MAP headlines "The Algerian people are no longer interested in the 
POLISARIO, according to an Algerian political leader", pointing to an interview given by the Secretary 
General of RCD, Said Saadi to a Moroccan weekly, La Gazette du Maroc. The next day, the Algerian 
poltician makes it known that he gave no interview to the Moroccan press...[Nouvelle Republique] 


SPAIN 
09.11.04 


The Parliament of the Balearic Islands approved a declaration "in favour of the right to self-determination and 
independence of the Saharawi people through a free, democratic, transparent and urgent referendum". A 
Saharawi delegation led by the President of the Saharawi parliament, Ali Beiba attended the session. 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
10.11.04 


The body, Equity and Reconciliation (IER), in charge of sorting out 14,000 cases of abuse from the "leaden 
years" in Morocco, will proceed to "public hearings" of witnesses and victims of forced disappearance and 
torture carried out between 1956 and 1999, which will also involve abuses in Western Sahara. 


COMING UP... 

JORNADA DE COORDINACION de la Direccion de Prevencion del Ministerio de Salud de la RASD 

18 - 19 de noviembre - Campamentos de refugiados 

Programa 

16 - 19.12.04 Segunda edicion del Festival de Cine del Sahara, en los campos de refugiados de Tinduf 


Los interesados han de contactar con la organizacion, antes del 30 de noviembre proximo, en el telefono 
915321180, o en el e-mail festival-2@festivalsahara.com. [Y el cine llego al desierto, El Mundo, 08.11.04] 


5. Sahara Marathon : 28.02.2005 


Info: http:/Awww.saharamarathon.org/ 





Italy: http://www.saharawi.org/ 





Germany: http://www. tuerlings.de/saharamarathon/main.html 





Document AFNWS00020041 116e0bg002jy 


Orfanos meets with ministers in Mauritania 


150 words 

16 November 2004 

Athens News Agency 

ANA 

English 

© Copyright 2004. Athens News Agency. All rights reserved. 


"You impressed everyone and made the whole world turn its attention to Greece,"Mohamed Abdellahi Ould 
Babana, Mauritania's Minister of Culture, Sports andYouth told George Orfanos, the Deputy Culture Minister 
responsible for sports,who is visiting Mauritania on Tuesday.Babana requested Greece's contribution for the 
implementation of a five-yeardevelopment plan for sports in Mauritania. Orfanos asked to see the 
programme, in order for Greece to examine how it can help on issues of know-how andtraining. Orfanos 
suggested that several prominent athletes from Mauritaniacould come to Greece to train for a while and then 
return home to make the mostof the knowledge they will have acquired.On Tuesday afternoon, Orfanos was 
received by the President of the Republic ofMauritania Kaasuva ObIASIIRRMeA TSI, and also met with 
Foreign MinisterMohammed Vall Ould Bellal, and Commerce and Tourism Minister Mohamed LemineOuld 
Khattry. 
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QUAD NAGA, Mauritania, Nov 21 (Reuters) - The trial of 181 people accused of plotting a series of coup 
attempts in Mauritania started on Sunday in a military garrison east of the capital Nouakchott. 


The accused, 170 of them from the military and 11 civilians, could face the death penalty if convicted, 
defence lawyers said. 


Among them are three top opposition leaders, including a former military ruler who was also the main 
challenger to President GEO SORIASI AERTS in elections last year. 


Renegade soldiers allegedly led by a former army officer, Saleh Ould Hanenna, came close to toppling Taya 
in June 2003 during two days of street fighting in Nouakchott before the president's loyalists regained control. 


The coup-prone Islamic republic, a poor, mostly desert country hoping to get rich from offshore oil, says it has 
foiled two more coup attempts this year by dissidents linked to Hanenna, who was arrested in October. 


Hanenna had earlier been removed from the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's 
links with Israel - the West African country is one of only three Arab League members to have full relations 
with the Jewish state. 


Taya, who first seized power in a coup in 1984, has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and 
Arab Africa by shifting support over the past decade from former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
the United States. 


Critics say this year's apparent coup bids - for which the government has also blamed Burkina Faso and 
Libya - were a pretext to justify a clampdown on political opponents. 


A first batch of about 10 detainees appeared in court under heavy security on Sunday in the town of Ouad 
Naga, 50 km (31 miles) east of Nouakchott. The charges against them range from high treason to plotting to 
overthrow the constitutional order and attempted murder. 


The beginning of the trial was delayed by several hours as defence lawyers complained about the presence 
of two military jurors in the civilian court hearing the case. The judge rejected their demands for the two 
officers to be disqualified. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Nov 28 (Reuters) - The president of Mauritania said on Sunday exploitation of the offshore 
oilfield of Chinguetti would start in December 2005. 


Chinguetti, about 90 km (56 miles) west of Mauritania's capital Nouakchott, has proven and probable 
reserves of about 120 million barrels of oil, according to its operator - Australia's Woodside Petroleum Ltd. 


"The exploitation of the offshore oilfield Chinguetti will start in December 2005 and two other fields will start 
production shortly afterwards," President fig sedge OUIASTA RANGA TS said in a speech broadcast on 
state media to mark the 44th independence anniversary of his country. 


The Islamic republic of Mauritania, a poor, mostly desert country straddling black and Arab Africa, hopes to 
get rich from offshore oil. 


Earlier this month, the government exercised its right to take a 12 percent stake in Chinguetti. Other 
shareholders are Hardman Resources Ltd, BG Group, Premier Group Plc and Roc Oil Ltd. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 6 (Reuters) - A state prosecutor in Mauritania has requested the death penalty for the 
alleged ringleader of three attempted coup plots as well as for 16 accused accomplices. 


The prosecutor, who made his recommendations to a court in the West African country late on Wednesday, 
also asked for three opposition leaders to be jailed for five years, accusing them of having bankrolled the 
coup attempts. 


Among the three politicians is Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a former military ruler who was the main 
challenger to President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya in a 2003 election. 


A total of 195 people, most of them from the military, are on trial in the coup-prone Islamic republic, a poor, 
mostly desert country hoping to get rich from the recent discovery of offshore oil. 


Their alleged ringleader, former army officer Saleh Ould Hanenna, came close to toppling Taya in June 2003 
during two days of street fighting in the capital Nouakchott, before the president's loyalists regained control. 


Mauritania's government says it foiled two more coup attempts in 2004 by dissidents linked to Hanenna, who 
was arrested last October. 


Hanenna, who has pleaded guilty for the June 2003 attempted putsch, had earlier been removed from the 
army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with Israel. The country is one of only 
three Arab League members to have full relations with the Jewish state. 


Taya, who first seized power in a coup in 1984, has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and 
Arab Africa by shifting support over the past decade from former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
the United States. 


Critics say the two latest alleged coup bids - for which the government has also blamed Burkina Faso and 
Libya - were a pretext to justify a clampdown on political opponents. 


Nine of the people for whom the death penalty has been requested - all suspected members of a group of 
renegade soldiers calling itself "Knights of Change" - are at large. The prosecutor has also recommended life 
imprisonment for 49 of the defendants and forced labour for another 87 people. 


The trial started in November in the desert town of Ouad Naga, 50 km (31 miles) east of Nouakchott 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Jan 18 (Reuters) - Mauritania raised its minimum wage by nearly 400 percent, a government 
daily said on Tuesday, the latest in a series of measures which analysts say are aimed at preventing further 
trouble after three coup attempts. 


The Horizon newspaper said the minimum wage would go up to 21,000 ouguiyas ($81) a month from 3,412 
ouguiyas after negotiations between the government and the West African country's employers’ association. 


The newspaper did not specify where the money would come from, but private media and commentators said 
it would most likely be drawn from the country's newly found oil riches. 


Analysts said the unprecedented rise was due to what many in Mauritania call the "Hanenna effect", from the 
name of the suspected ringleader of three attempted coup plots in less than two years in the Islamic republic, 
which is mostly desert. 


Former army officer Saleh Ould Hanenna, on trial along with more than 190 other suspects, has accused the 
government during his court appearances of not doing enough to help Mauritania's people. 


Earlier this month the government of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya - who has ruled since 1984 - 


announced a monthly, non-taxable bonus of around $30 for civil servants while several barracks in the capital 
Nouakchott are being refurbished. 


Dissident soldiers came close to toppling Taya in June 2003 during two days of street fighting in Nouakchott 
before loyalist forces regained control. The government says it foiled two more coup attempts in 2004. 


Mauritania - one of only three Arab League member states to have full relations with Israel after a 
pro-American diplomatic shift by Taya - hopes to get rich from the recent discovery of off-shore oil, due to 
come on stream by the end of the year. 


The Horizon newspaper said employers and unions were urging oil companies drilling in the country - and 
particularly Australia's Woodside Petroleum - to build training centres for their workforce. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 3 (Reuters) - Four soldiers found guilty of plotting coups in Mauritania were sentenced 
to life in prison with hard labour on Thursday, escaping the death penalty in a mass trial in the desert Islamic 
Republic. 


Three opposition politicians, including former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, were acquitted 
on charges of bankrolling the coup attempts. Haidalla was the main challenger to President eseae Cual 
ahineeltaya in a 2003 election. 


The life sentences were handed down to former army officer Saleh Ould Hanenna, the coup ringleader, and 
three others accused of high treason, lawyers said. 


A total of 195 people, most from the military, were on trial in the vast coup-prone former French colony which 
is hoping to get rich from offshore oil. 


A state prosecutor had requested the death penalty for Hanenna and 16 other accused, all believed to be 
members of a group of renegade soldiers calling itself "Knights of Change". 


Hanenna pleaded guilty to a June 2003 attempted putsch, during which he came close to toppling Taya 
during two days of fierce street fighting in the capital Nouakchott before loyalists regained control. 


Mauritania's government says it has since foiled two more coup attempts in 2004 by dissidents linked to 
Hanenna, who was arrested last October. 


"We had two challenges - to avoid the death penalty and reduce the number of those condemned," said 
defence lawyer Brahim Ould Ebetty. 


"We succeeded on both because the acquittal of the three members of the opposition is a delicate political 
situation for the authorities," he added. He did not immediately say if there would be any appeals. 


The rest of the defendants received sentences ranging from one to 15 years in jail. The trial was held in the 
desert town of Ouad Naga, 50 km (30 miles) east of the capital. 


Critics say the two latest coup bids - for which the government has also blamed Burkina Faso and Libya - 
were a pretext to justify a clampdown on political opponents. 


Taya, who first seized power in a coup in 1984, has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and 
Arab Africa by shifting support over the past decade from former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
the United States. 


Hanenna was removed from the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with 
Israel. The country is one of only three Arab League members to have full relations with the Jewish state. 


Several of the accused were tried in absentia. Defence lawyers have said some of the defendants were 
tortured while in detention. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 10 (Reuters) - Soldiers convicted of plotting coups in Mauritania will appeal to the 
Supreme Court to quash their sentences because of what they say were serious breaches of law during the 
mass trial, lawyers said. 


In a statement late on Wednesday, the lawyers said the court that tried the men was formed illegally, there 
were flaws in police reports and that many of the accused had been tortured. 


A total of 195 people, most from the military, went on trial late last year in the vast coup-prone former French 
colony which is hoping to get rich from offshore oil. 


Four soldiers, including coup ringleader Saleh Ould Hanenna, were sentenced to life in prison with hard 
labour at the trial which was held over 74 days at a military garrison east of the Islamic Republic's capital 
Nouakchott. 


"We have consequently decided ... to lodge an appeal so that the Supreme Court can rule on the serious 
infringements of the law noted during this trial and on this basis quash the sentences against the 
condemned," the statement said. 


"The judges gave no response to the denunciation of serious torture exposed in detail by the majority of the 
accused who were victims," it added. 


Hanenna pleaded guilty to a June 2003 attempted putsch, during which he came close to toppling President 
Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya during two days of fierce street fighting in Nouakchott before loyalists 
regained control. 


Mauritania's government says it has since foiled two more coup attempts in 2004 by dissidents linked to 
Hanenna. 


Critics say the two latest coup bids - for which the government has also blamed Burkina Faso and Libya - 
were a pretext to justify a clampdown on political opponents. 


During the trial, three opposition politicians, including former military ruler Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, 
were acquitted on charges of funding the coup attempts. The rest of the defendants were sentenced to 
between one and 15 years. 


Hanenna was removed from the army after being accused of stirring discontent over Mauritania's links with 
Israel. The country is one of only three Arab League members to have full relations with the Jewish state. 


Taya, who first seized power in a coup in 1984, has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and 
Arab Africa by shifting support over the past decade from former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
the United States. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Feb 14 (Reuters) - Three Islamist opposition leaders were released from jail in Mauritania 
after they started a hunger strike to protest their detention on charges of publishing pictures of alleged torture 
victims. 


The three men were arrested in November in the coup-prone Islamic Republic which is hoping to get rich 
from offshore oil. 


They denied charges of publishing pictures on the Internet of alleged torture victims, including soldiers who 
were recently convicted of organising a June 2003 coup against President Maaouya Ould Sidt 
which was crushed after two days of fighting in the capital. 


Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour, Moctar Ould Mohamed Moussa and spiritual leader Cheikh Mohamed El 
Hacen Ould Deddew were granted conditional release late on Sunday after beginning a hunger strike earlier 
in the day to protest their detention and demand medical attention for Ould Deddew whom they said was ill. 


"They arrest and release people without explanations. We hope this will be a calming sign," Ould Mansour 
told Reuters: 


It was not immediately clear if their cases would go to trial. 


Taya has accused Islamists of trying to destabilise his government by siding with soldiers in the thwarted 
June 2003 coup. 


Taya, who seized power himself in a 1984 coup, has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and 
Arab Africa by shifting support over the past decade from former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
the United States. 


Mauritania is one of only three Arab League members to have full diplomatic relations with Israel. 


Earlier this month, four soldiers were sentenced to life in prison with hard labour in a mass trial of people 
accused of plotting coups. 


The verdict was widely seen as a conciliatory gesture as the state prosecutor had requested the death 
penalty for the four soldiers. A total of 195 people, mostly from the military, were judged during the trial which 
started late last year. 


Lawyers for the soldiers said they had been tortured while in detention and announced their intention to ask 
the Supreme Court to quash the convictions because of what they called serious breaches of law. 
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WASHINGTON, March 1 -- The U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Intelligence and Research Electronic 
Affairs Publication Office issued the following Background Note: 


PROFILE 
OFFICIAL NAME: Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
Geography 


Area: 1,030,070 sq. km. (419,212 sq. mi.); slightly larger than Texas and New Mexico combined. Cities 
(2002): Capital - Nouakchott (pop. 559,000). Other cities - Nouadhibou (72,000), Rosso (49,000), Kaedi 
(34,000), Zouerate (34,000), Kiffa (32,000), Atar (24,000). Terrain: Northern four-fifths barren desert; 
southern 20% mainly Sahelian with small-scale irrigated and rain-fed agriculture in the Senegal River basin. 
Climate: Predominantly hot and dry. 


People 


Nationality: Noun and adjective - Mauritanian(s). Population (2002): 2.8 million. Annual growth rate: 2.5%. 
Ethnic groups: Arab-Berber (White Moor or Beydane), Arab-Berber-Negroid (Black Moor or Haratine), 
Haalpulaar, Soninke, Wolof. Religion: Islam. Languages: Arabic (official), Hassaniya, French, Pulaar, Wolof, 
and Soninke. Education: Years compulsory - six. Attendance - student population enrolled in primary school 
89%. Adult literacy - 41%. Health: Infant mortality rate - 108/1,000. Life expectancy - 51 yrs. Work force: 
Agriculture and fisheries - 50%. Services and commerce - 20%. Government - 20%. Industry and 
transportation - 10%. 


Government 


Type: Republic. Independence: November 28, 1960. Constitution: Approved 1991. Military rule 1978-1992. 
Original constitution promulgated 1961. Branches: Executive - president (chief of state). Legislative - 
bicameral national assembly, directly elected lower house (81 members), and upper house (56 members) 
chosen indirectly by municipal councilors. Judicial - a supreme court and lower courts are nominally 
independent but subject to control of executive branch; judicial decisions are rendered mainly on the basis of 
Shari'a (Islamic law) for social/family matters and a western style legal code, applied in commercial and some 
criminal cases. Political parties: 12 active. Suffrage: Universal at 18. National day: November 28, 
Independence Day. Flag: Green with a yellow five-pointed star above a yellow, horizontal crescent; the 
closed side of the crescent is down. 


Economy 


GDP (2002): $968.8 million. Annual growth rate (2002): 3.3%. Per capita income (2002): $340. Natural 
resources: petroleum, fish, iron ore, gypsum, copper, phosphates, salt. Agriculture (21.4% of GDP): Products 
- livestock, traditional fisheries, millet, maize, wheat, dates, rice. Industry (31% of GDP): Types - iron mining, 
fishing. Services (47.6% of GDP): Exports - $330 million (2002). Major markets - Italy 14.8%; France 14.4%; 
Africa 13.8%; Spain 12.1%; Germany 10.8%; Asia 9.9%. Imports - $418 million (2002): foodstuffs, machinery, 
tools, petroleum products, and consumer goods. Major suppliers - France 20.8%; Asia: 18.1%; Africa: 11%; 
Belgium: 8.8%; U.S. 3.5%. Currency: Ouguiya (UM). 


HISTORY 


From the 3rd to 7th centuries, the migration of Berber tribes from North Africa displaced the Bafours, the 
original inhabitants of present-day Mauritania and the ancestors of the Soninke. Continued Arab-Berber 
migration drove indigenous black Africans south to the Senegal River or enslaved them. By 1076, Islamic 
warrior monks (Almoravid or Al Murabitun) completed the conquest of southern Mauritania, defeating the 
ancient Ghana empire. Over the next 500 years, Arabs overcame fierce Berber resistance to dominate 


Mauritania. The Mauritanian Thirty-Year War (1644-74) was the unsuccessful final Berber effort to repel the 
Maail Arab invaders led by the Beni Hassan tribe. The descendants of Beni Hassan warriors became the 
upper stratum of Moorish society. Berbers retained influence by producing the majority of the region's 
Marabouts - those who preserve and teach Islamic tradition. Hassaniya, a mainly oral, Berber-influenced 
Arabic dialect that derives its name from the Beni Hassan tribe, became the dominant language among the 
largely nomadic population. Aristocrat and servant castes developed, yielding "white" (aristocracy) and 
"black" Moors (the enslaved indigenous class). 


French colonization at the beginning of the 20th century brought legal prohibitions against slavery and an end 
to interclan warfare. During the colonial period, the population remained nomadic, but sedentary black 
Africans, whose ancestors had been expelled centuries earlier by the Moors, began to trickle back into 
southern Mauritania. As the country gained independence in 1960, the capital city Nouakchott was founded at 
the site of a small colonial village, the Ksar, and 90% of the population was still nomadic. With independence, 
larger numbers of ethnic Sub-Saharan Africans (Haalpulaar, Soninke, and Wolof) entered Mauritania, moving 
into the area north of the Senegal River. Educated in French language and customs, many of these recent 
arrivals became clerks, soldiers, and administrators in the new state. 


Moors reacted to this change by increasing pressure to Arabicize many aspects of Mauritanian life, such as 
law and language. A schism developed between those who consider Mauritania to be an Arab country 
(mainly Moors) and those who seek a dominant role for the Sub-Saharan peoples. The discord between 
these two conflicting visions of Mauritanian society was evident during intercommunal violence that broke out 
in April 1989 (the "1989 Events"), but has since subsided. The tension between these two visions remains a 
feature of the political dialogue. A significant number from both groups, however, seek a more diverse, 
pluralistic society. 


GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL CONDITIONS 


Mauritania's presidential election, its third since adopting the democratic process in 1992, took place on 
November 7, 2003. Six candidates, including Mauritania's first female and first Haratine (former slave family) 
candidates, represented a wide variety of political goals and backgrounds. Incumbent President Maaouiya 
Sid'Ahmed Taya won reelection with 67.02% of the popular vote, according official figures, with second-place 
finisher Mohamed Haidallah earning just under 20%. Several opposition groups alleged that the government 
had used fraudulent means to win the elections, but did not elect to pursue their grievances via available legal 
channels. The elections incorporated safeguards first adopted in the 2001 municipal elections - published 
voter lists and hard-to-falsify voter identification cards -, and took place amid a generally calm atmosphere. 
However, main opposition candidate Mohamed Haidallah was arrested prior to Election Day on charges of 
planning a coup, released the same day, and rearrested after Election Day. He received a suspension of civil 
rights and a five-year suspended prison sentence for his alleged coup plotting. 


The PRDS, led by President Maaouiya ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, has dominated Mauritanian politics since the 
country's first multi-party elections in April 1992 following the approval by referendum of the current 
constitution in July 1991. President Taya, who won elections in 1992 and 1997, first became chief of state 
through a December 12, 1984 bloodless coup which made him chairman of the committee of military officers 
that governed Mauritania from July 1978 to April 1992. The country's first president, Moktar ould Daddah, 
served from independence until ousted in a bloodless coup on July 10, 1978. A group of current and former 
Army officers launched a bloody but unsuccessful coup attempt on June 8, 2003. The ringleaders remain at 
large, and their exact motives remain unclear. 


Politics in Mauritania have always been heavily influenced by personalities, with any leader's ability to 
exercise political power dependent upon control over resources; perceived ability or integrity; and tribal, 
ethnic, family, and personal considerations. Conflict between white Moor, black Moor, and non-Moor ethnic 
groups, centering on language, land tenure, and other issues, continues to be the dominant challenge to 
national unity. 


The government bureaucracy is composed of traditional ministries, special agencies, and parastatal 
companies. The Ministry of Interior controls a system of regional governors and prefects modeled on the 
French system of local administration. Under this system, Mauritania is divided into 13 regions (wilaya), 
including the capital district, Nouakchott. Control is tightly concentrated in the executive branch of the central 
government, but a series of national and municipal elections since 1992 have produced some limited 
decentralization. 


Political parties, illegal during the military period, were legalized again in 1991. By April 1992, as civilian rule 
returned, 16 major political parties had been recognized; 12 major political parties were active in 2004. Most 
opposition parties boycotted the first legislative election in 1992, and for nearly a decade the parliament has 
been dominated by the PRDS. The opposition participated in municipal elections in January-February 1994 
and subsequent Senate elections, most recently in April 2004, gaining representation at the local level as well 
as three seats in the Senate. 


Principal Government Officials President - Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya Prime Minister - Sghair Ould 


Mbareck Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation - Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal Minister of Economic Affairs 
and Development - Abdellahi ould Souleymane Ould Cheikh Sidiya Minister of Commerce, Handicrafts, and 
Tourism - Mohamed Lemine Ould Khattry Ambassador to the United Nations - Dah Ould Abdi Ambassador to 
the United States - Tijani Ould Kerim 


Mauritania maintains an embassy in the United States at 2129 Leroy Place NW, Washington, DC 20008 (tel. 
202-232-5700, fax. 202-232-5701) and a Permanent Mission to the United Nations at 211 East 43rd Street, 
Suite 2000, New York, NY 10017 (tel. 212-986-7963, fax.212-986-8419). 


U.S.-MAURITANIAN RELATIONS 


U.S.-Mauritania relations are excellent, but have undergone several transformations since Mauritania gained 
independence. From 1960 to 1967, the United States maintained cordial relations with Mauritania and 
provided a small amount of economic assistance. During the June 1967 Middle East war, Mauritania broke 
diplomatic and consular relations with the United States but restored ties 2 years later and maintained 
relatively friendly relations until the late 1980s, despite disagreement over the Arab-Israeli issue. Since 1981, 
the United States has provided about $130 million in economic and food assistance. The 1989 rupture 
between Mauritania and Senegal (the "1989 Events") that resulted in Mauritania's deportation to Senegal of 
tens of thousands of its own citizens, negatively affected U.S.-Mauritanian relations. Moreover, Mauritania's 
perceived support of Iraq prior to and during the 1991 Gulf war further weakened the strained ties. 


Relations between the U.S. and Mauritania reached a low in the spring of 1991, as details of the Mauritanian 
military's role in widespread human rights abuses surfaced. The U.S. responded by formally halting USAID 
operations and all military assistance to Mauritania. Relations also suffered in the 1990s as a result of 
repeated reports that slavery continued in some parts of Mauritania despite legal proscriptions. 


By the late 1990s, the Mauritanian Government: adopted policies facilitating the return of those expelled or 
who fled during the 1989 Events; turned away from Iraq and toward the West; and initiated a poverty 
reduction strategy while securing debt relief under the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative. (See 
also Fact Sheet.) Improved relations with the United States, including the return of military cooperation and 
training programs, accompanied these changes. Mauritania is eligible for U.S. trade benefits under the Africa 
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) , but did not export any products to the US under these benefits during 
the first half of 2003 (last available data). Mauritania formally opened diplomatic relations with Israel in 2000 
and remains one of only three Arab League member-nations to have done so. 


Principal U.S. Officials Ambassador - Joseph E. LeBaron Chief of Mission - David E. Brown Regional Security 
Officer - David Groccia Political-Consular Officer - Justin Crevier Economic-Consular Officer - Katharine 
Moseley Management Officer - John Madden Peace Corps Country Director - Obie Shaw 


The address of the U.S. Embassy in Mauritania is Rue Abdallaye, BP 222, Nouakchott, Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania. Tel. (222) 525-2660/525-2663; fax. (222) 525-1592. 


TRAVEL AND BUSINESS INFORMATION The U.S. Department of State's Consular Information Program 
provides Consular Information Sheets, Travel Warnings, and Public Announcements. Consular Information 
Sheets exist for all countries and include information on entry requirements, currency regulations, health 
conditions, areas of instability, crime and security, political disturbances, and the addresses of the U.S. posts 
in the country. Travel Warnings are issued when the State Department recommends that Americans avoid 
travel to a certain country. Public Announcements are issued as a means to disseminate information quickly 
about terrorist threats and other relatively short-term conditions overseas that pose significant risks to the 
security of American travelers. Free copies of this information are available by calling the Bureau of Consular 
Affairs at 202-647-5225 or via the fax-on-demand system: 202-647-3000. Consular Information Sheets and 
Travel Warnings also are available on the Consular Affairs Internet home page: http://travel.state.gov . 
Consular Affairs Tips for Travelers publication series, which contain information on obtaining passports and 
planning a safe trip abroad, are on the Internet and hard copies can be purchased from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, telephone: 202-512-1800; fax 202-512-2250. 





Emergency information concerning Americans traveling abroad may be obtained from the Office of Overseas 
Citizens Services at (202) 647-5225. For after-hours emergencies, Sundays and holidays, call 202-647-4000. 


The National Passport Information Center (NPIC) is the U.S. Department of State's single, centralized public 
contact center for U.S. passport information. Telephone: 1-877-4USA-PPT (1-877-487-2778). Customer 
service representatives and operators for TDD/TTY are available Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
Eastern Time, excluding federal holidays. 


Travelers can check the latest health information with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta, Georgia. A hotline at 877-FYI-TRIP (877-394-8747) and a web site at 
http://www.cdc.gov/travel/index.htm give the most recent health advisories, immunization recommendations 





or requirements, and advice on food and drinking water safety for regions and countries. A booklet entitled 
Health Information for International Travel (HHS publication number CDC-95-8280) is available from the U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402, tel. (202) 512-1800. 


Information on travel conditions, visa requirements, currency and customs regulations, legal holidays, and 
other items of interest to travelers also may be obtained before your departure from a country's embassy 
and/or consulates in the U.S. (for this country, see "Principal Government Officials" listing in this publication). 


U.S. citizens who are long-term visitors or traveling in dangerous areas are encouraged to register their travel 
via the State Department's travel registration web site at https://travelregistration.state.gov or at the Consular 
section of the U.S. embassy upon arrival in a country by filling out a short form and sending in a copy of their 
passports. This may help family members contact you in case of an emergency. 





Further Electronic Information 


Department of State Web Site. Available on the Internet at http://www.state.gov , the Department of State 
web site provides timely, global access to official U.S. foreign policy information, including Background Notes 
and daily press briefings along with the directory of key officers of Foreign Service posts and more. 





Export.gov provides a portal to all export-related assistance and market information offered by the federal 
government and provides trade leads, free export counseling, help with the export process, and more. 


STAT-USA/Internet, a service of the U.S. Department of Commerce, provides authoritative economic, 
business, and international trade information from the Federal government. The site includes current and 
historical trade-related releases, international market research, trade opportunities, and country analysis and 
provides access to the National Trade Data Bank. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 29 (Reuters) - Government ministers in Mauritania have received a sixfold bonus 
increase as part of efforts to clamp down on corruption in the oil-rich Islamic republic, officials said on 
Tuesday. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya increased monthly bonuses for the 22 ministers and four top civil 


servants to 950,000 Ouguiya ($3,600) from 150,000 on top of their official monthly salary of 150,000 Ouguiya, 
government sources said. 


"The special funds have been granted as part of the fight against corruption and the better management of 
public funds," said one senior civil servant in the West African country's Finance Ministry. 


Political observers in the country said the idea behind the pay rise was to make ministers less "greedy" and 
therefore less inclined to take bribes. 


International donors are putting pressure on many African countries to weed out graft, particularly in those 
states where oil interests are blamed for fuelling corruption and a lack of transparency in public finances. 


Mauritania hopes to start offshore production this year from its Chinguetti oilfield, some 90 km (56 miles) west 
of the capital Nouakchott, in which the state has a 12 percent stake. 


The offshore field's operator, Australia's Woodside Petroleum Ltd (WPL.AX), has said it has proved and 
probable reserves of about 120 million barrels of oil. 


State media in the coup-prone country, whose president has brooked little opposition since seizing power in a 
1984 coup, has remained silent on the government pay increases, while a tightly controlled private media has 
given it scant coverage. 


Millions of people in Mauritania, a poor, mostly desert nation hoping to get rich from offshore oil, face food 
shortages this year following a drought and invasion of crop-destroying locusts in 2004, aid workers have 
warned. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, March 29 (Reuters) - Government ministers in Mauritania have received a sixfold bonus 


increase as part of efforts to clamp down on corruption in the oil endowed Islamic republic, officials said on 
Tuesday. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya increased monthly bonuses for the 22 ministers and four top civil 


servants to 950,000 ouguiya ($3,600) from 150,000, government sources said. The bonuses are on top of 
monthly salaries of 150,000 ouguiya. 


"The special funds have been granted as part of the fight against corruption and the better management of 
public funds," said one senior civil servant in the West African country's Finance Ministry, declining to be 
identified. 


Political observers in the coup-prone country, whose president has brooked little opposition since seizing 
power in 1984, said the idea behind the bonus rise was to make ministers less inclined to take bribes. 


Taya also reshuffled his cabinet on Tuesday, naming new interior, education and industry ministers, a 
presidential decree said. He created a new oil and energy portfolio and gave it to Zeidane Ould H'Meyda, the 
former industry minister. 


International donors are putting pressure on many African countries to weed out graft, particularly states 
where oil interests are blamed for fuelling corruption and a lack of transparency in public finances. 


Millions of people in Mauritania, a poor, mostly desert nation hoping to get rich from offshore oil, face food 
shortages this year after a drought and an invasion of crop-destroying locusts in 2004, aid workers have 
warned. 


Mauritania hopes to start offshore production this year from its Chinguetti oilfield, some 90 km (56 miles) west 
of the capital Nouakchott, in which the state has a 12 percent stake. 


The oilfield's operator, Australia's Woodside Petroleum Ltd, has said there are proved and probable reserves 
of about 120 million barrels of oil. 


State media have remained silent on the government bonus increases, while tightly controlled private media 
have given it scant coverage. 
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UNITED NATIONS, April 7 -- The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization issued the 
following news release: 


The President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, the Director-General 
of UNESCO, Koichiro Matsuura and the World Bank's Vice President for Europe, Jean-Francois Rischard, 
will open a conference and an exhibition at UNESCO Headquarters celebrating the cultural heritage of 
Mauritania and its ancient cities of Ouadane, Chinguetti, Tichitt and Oualata, on April 11 (opening at 11 a.m., 
Room Il). The event is organized by UNESCO's World Heritage Centre, the Mauritanian Government's 
Cultural Heritage Project Unit and the World Bank, in cooperation with the Permanent Delegation of the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania to UNESCO and the support of France. It celebrates the four Mauritanian 
cities, which were inscribed on UNESCO's World Heritage List in 1996. 


During the afternoon (2.30 - 6.30 p.m.), a conference will present the results of international cooperation 
under the 2002 Convention signed by UNESCO, the Government of Mauritania and the World Bank to 
implement the Pilot Project "Safeguarding and development of the world heritage Mauritanian cities". Other 
components of Mauritania's Cultural Heritage Project will also be presented. 


Still on April 11 (11.30 a.m. Lobby of Room |), President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, the 


Director-General of UNESCO and the World Bank's Vice President for Europe will open the travelling 
exhibition "Cities of remembrance - Ancient ksour of Mauritania", which presents the work accomplished in 
ancient cities under this tripartite cooperation agreement. The works of French photographer Philippe 
Caumes illustrate the life of those cities and the different phases of project implementation. 


The exhibition will remain on show at UNESCO through April 14. It will then travel to the Adrar Museum in 
Atar (Mauritania), which is in the process of being rehabilitated with funding from the World Bank and 
technical support from UNESCO. 


A documentary film produced as part of the Mauritanian Cultural Heritage Project will be screened 
continuously in the Lobby of Room II from April 11 to 14. 


A publication on the work of the "Safeguard and Enhancement of Mauritania's Cultural Heritage Project" will 
be available to journalists. 


Journalists wishing to cover the event should register with the Press Relations Section, +33 (0)1 45 68 17 48, 
i.le-fournis@unesco.org 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 7 (Reuters) - Mauritania has decided to drop the Muslim weekend and adopt a 
Western-style working week to improve the Islamic republic's ability to do business as it gears up to start 
pumping oil this year. 


The move, announced after a cabinet meeting on Wednesday, means people in the West African nation will 
work a half-day on the Muslim holy day of Friday and get Saturday and Sunday off. Before, Friday was a 
holiday and Sunday the start of the week. 


Mauritania's Communications Minister Hamoud Ould Abdi said the decision was taken to help Mauritania - a 
poor, mostly desert nation on the western coast of Africa - fit into the world economy as it prepares to become 
an oil producer. 


"For three days (Friday, Saturday and Sunday), Mauritania was absent from the world economic scene," Ould 
Abdi said, adding that the old system cost 17 billion ouguiyas ($64 million) annually - or 0.5 percent of gross 
national product. 


Coup-prone Mauritania hopes to start offshore production this year from its Chinguetti oilfield, west of the 
capital Nouakchott. The state has a 12 percent stake in the project. 


The oilfield's operator, Australia's Woodside Petroleum Ltd, has said there are proved and probable oil 
reserves of about 120 billion barrels. 


Mauritania's Islamic High Council this week backed the move, saying work done on Friday constituted "pious 
deeds". It also said not working on Friday was contrary to the spirit and letter of Islamic sharia law. 


"A DEVELOPMENT IMPERATIVE" 


Sharia law was introduced to Mauritania in 1982, but it has rarely been strictly applied in a country of 3 million 
that straddles black and Arab Africa. 


It is common to see women in brightly coloured veils, their faces uncovered, driving in Nouakchott and beer 
and spirits are freely available in some bars and hotels. 


During Friday prayers last week, some imams criticised the government's decision, but the majority seem to 
be in favour. 


The decision was taken after talks between the government and opposition parties - a rare event in a country 
whose president, RARE, has brooked little opposition since seizing power in a 
coup in 1984. 


"It's an opportunity, a development imperative because the measures will allow Mauritania to work, to function 
and to progress at the same pace as other countries,” said Abdallahi Ould Bellil, a spokesman for the ruling 
PRDS party. 


As it gears up to join Africa's oil producers, Mauritania has also been trying to clamp down on corruption, 
granting pay increases to ministers to discourage them from taking bribes. 


International donors are putting pressure on many African countries to weed out graft, particularly states 
where oil interests are blamed for fuelling corruption. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 26 (Reuters) - Mauritania authorities have arrested several leading Islamist opposition 
figures ahead of a planned visit to the West African country by Israel's foreign minister, opposition members 
said on Tuesday. 


They said Islamic spiritual leader Cheikh Mohamed El Hacen Ould Deddew and Moctar Ould Mohamed 
Moussa, a former Mauritanian diplomat to several Arab states, were arrested late on Monday with up to 14 
other members of the moderate Islamist opposition. 


"The regime has started a new repression against a strong current of national opinion probably to please the 
Israeli foreign minister before his visit to Nouakchott," Islamist leader Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour told 
Reuters by telephone. 


"The West is calling for dialogue with moderate Islamist movements and yet the authorities in Mauritania are 
arresting the leaders of these movements," said Ould Mansour, who said he was himself being sought by the 
police. 


Communication Minister Hamoud Ould Abdi declined to comment ahead of a weekly government news 
conference on Wednesday. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa 


when he shifted support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
The government has said Israel's foreign minister is due to visit Nouakchott but has given no further details. 


THREAT EXAGGERATED? 


Critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, deliberately exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry 
favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while also using it 
as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 


Saleh Ould Hanenna, the alleged ringleader of a series of coup attempts against Taya, is a former army 
officer who was dismissed for stirring opposition to ties with Israel. 


"There is a strong belief in Nouakchott that Ould Taya's government plays up the threat of Islamist terrorism 
in order to secure the political and financial support of the West, especially the U.S.," Mike McGovern, West 
Africa project director for think tank International Crisis Group said in a recent report. 


Ould Deddew, Mohamed Moussa and Ould Mansour were all arrested last November for publishing pictures 
on the Internet of alleged torture victims, including soldiers who had been convicted of organising a June 
2003 coup attempt. 


They were released from jail in February after starting a hunger strike. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, April 26 (Reuters) - Mauritania said on Tuesday it had arrested several leading Islamist 
opposition figures in the West African country and accused them of being in league with a fundamentalist 
group allied to al Qaeda. 


Yahfdhou Ould Amar, spokesman for Mauritania's police, said in a statement that recent confessions had 
linked the Islamist leaders arrested on Monday to the militant Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat 
(GSPC), based in neighbouring Algeria. "(They) sent about 20 people to the GSPC for military training and 
the first contingent of seven has returned to the country," the police said in its statement. 


"These elements have been arrested, the rest of the group is still in GSPC training camps," it said. "The 
dismantling of this structure has entered a new phase with the arrest on Monday ... of the main leaders of the 
organisation." 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa 


when he shifted support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
The government has said Israel's foreign minister is due to visit Nouakchott but has given no further details. 


Opposition members said Islamic spiritual leader Cheikh Mohamed EI Hacen Ould Deddew and Moctar Ould 
Mohamed Moussa, a former diplomat to several Arab states, were arrested on Monday with up to 14 
members of the moderate Islamist opposition. 


"The regime has started a new repression against a strong current of national opinion probably to please the 
Israeli foreign minister before his visit to Nouakchott," Islamist leader Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour told 
Reuters by telephone. 


OFFSHORE OIL 


Mauritania is an impoverished former French colony where power has not changed hands through the ballot 
box since independence in 1960. The country hopes to get rich from offshore oil which it is due to start 
pumping this year. 


"The West is calling for dialogue with moderate Islamist movements and yet the authorities in Mauritania are 
arresting the leaders of these movements," said Ould Mansour, who added he was also being sought by the 
police. 


Critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry favour with 
Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while using it as a justification 
for stifling opposition. 


"There is a strong belief in Nouakchott that Ould Taya's government plays up the threat of Islamist terrorism 
to secure the political and financial support of the West, especially the U.S.," Mike McGovern, West Africa 
project director for think tank Crisis Group, said in a recent report. 


Ould Deddew, Mohamed Moussa and Ould Mansour were all arrested last November for publishing pictures 
on the Internet of alleged torture victims, including soldiers who had been convicted of organising a June 
2003 coup attempt. 


They were released from jail in February after starting a hunger strike. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 2 (Reuters) - Police fired tear gas at students in Mauritania's capital on Monday during 
a protest at this week's visit by Israel's foreign minister to an Arab nation where many oppose diplomatic ties 
with the Jewish state. 


The protest at Nouakchott's university was short-lived but dozens of riot police remained outside the campus 
where the street was littered with rocks thrown by scores of students. The remains of a burnt tyre were also 
left behind. 


Across the city of sandy streets and low buildings, protesters had covered walls with anti-Israeli graffiti ahead 
of the one-day visit by Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom on Tuesday. 


"No to the visit" and "No to (Israeli Prime Minister Ariel) Sharon" were among slogans in Arabic. "Don't tarnish 
our identity," read another. 


Shalom is due to meet pro-Western President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and visit an Israeli-funded 


cancer treatment centre. 


Taya angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa when he shifted support from former 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania, a poor country hoping to get rich from offshore oil, became only the third Arab League state to 
establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 


Hundreds of Islamist opposition members held a brief sit-in at the Interior Ministry in Nouakchott on Monday 
to protest Shalom's visit but the demonstration ended peacefully. 


Last week, Mauritania arrested several leading Islamist opposition figures, and accused them of being in 
league with the militant Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) which is based in neighbouring 
Algeria and allied to al Qaeda. 


Opposition members said Islamic spiritual leader Cheikh Mohamed El Hacen Ould Deddew and Moctar Ould 
Mohamed Moussa, a former diplomat to several Arab states, were detained with up to 14 others from the 
moderate Islamist opposition. 


Critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, deliberately exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry 
favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while also using it 
as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 


"The regime has started a new repression against a strong current of national opinion probably to please the 
Israeli foreign minister before his visit to Nouakchott," Islamist leader Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour said 
after the arrests. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 3 (Reuters) - Police in Mauritania fired tear gas at hundreds of students throwing stones 
and burning tyres in the capital Nouakchott on Tuesday in a fresh protest against an imminent visit by Israel's 
foreign minister. 


The Jewish state's top diplomat, Silvan Shalom, was expected to land at Nouakchott airport at around 1430 
GMT on Tuesday. 


For the second day in a row, university students in the Islamic republic, where many oppose diplomatic ties 
with Israel, vented their anger in front of the capital's university. 


Some protesters shouted "Down with Zionism" and "Shalom is a dog" on Tuesday, while across the city of 
sandy streets and low buildings walls were covered with anti-Israeli graffiti. 


Roads leading to the university campus were sealed off as some 200 anti-riot police launched teargas 
canisters to disperse the demonstrators. 


During his one-day stay, Shalom is due to meet President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya and visit an 


Israeli-funded cancer treatment centre. 


Taya angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa when he shifted support from former 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
The other two, Jordan and Egypt, recently returned envoys withdrawn after a Palestinian uprising erupted in 
2000. 


ISRAEL AND THE ARAB WORLD 


Buoyed by a ceasefire with the Palestinians in February, Israel hopes to strengthen ties with the Arab world 
and Shalom aims to get 10 Arab states to establish diplomatic relations by the end of the year. 


"We believe that the good relationship we have with Mauritania can be an example of the sort for relationship 
we could have with other north African and Gulf countries," said Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Mark 
Regev. 


"The foreign minister firmly believes you can't solve problems with the Arab world unless you engage with the 
Arab world and that is what we want." 


Last week, Mauritania arrested several leading Islamist opposition figures, and accused them of being in 
league with the militant Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) which is based in neighbouring 
Algeria and allied to al Qaeda. 


The government has also linked Islamic opponents to a string of coup attempts since 2003. 


But critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, deliberately exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry 
favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while also using it 
as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 


"The regime has started a new repression against a strong current of national opinion probably to please the 
Israeli foreign minister before his visit to Nouakchott," Islamist leader Mohamed Jemil Ould Mansour said 
after the arrests. (Additional reporting by Jonathan Saul in Jerusalem). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 3 (Reuters) - Israel's foreign minister arrived in Mauritania on Tuesday as police fired 
teargas at hundreds of students protesting against the visit to an Arab nation where many oppose diplomatic 
ties with the Jewish state. 


Around 1,000 police were deployed in the capital Nouakchott as Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom sped 
from the airport in an armoured limousine belonging to Mauritania's president for a visit of just a few hours to 
the West African nation. 


Students flung stones and burned tyres outside the city's university as Shalom arrived, although his route did 
not take him past the campus. Riot police chased the students and fired teargas but the protesters returned in 
waves. 


Some protesters shouted "Down with Zionism" and "Shalom is a dog", while across the city of sandy streets 
and low buildings walls were covered with anti-Israeli graffiti. 


Shalom was due to hold talks with President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who angered many Arabs in a 
nation straddling black and Arab Africa when he shifted support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania, an Islamic republic, became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations 
with Israel in 1999. The other two, Jordan and Egypt, recently returned envoys withdrawn after a Palestinian 
uprising erupted in 2000. 


ISRAEL AND THE ARAB WORLD 


Buoyed by a ceasefire with the Palestinians in February, Israel hopes to strengthen ties with the Arab world 
and Shalom aims to get 10 Arab states to establish diplomatic relations by the end of the year. 


"We believe that the good relationship we have with Mauritania can be an example of the sort for relationship 
we could have with other north African and Gulf countries," said Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Mark 
Regev. 


"The foreign minister firmly believes you can't solve problems with the Arab world unless you engage with the 
Arab world and that is what we want." 


Last week, Mauritania arrested several leading Islamist opposition figures, and accused them of being in 
league with the militant Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) which is based in neighbouring 
Algeria and allied to al Qaeda. 


The government has also linked Islamic opponents to a string of coup attempts since 2003. 


But critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, deliberately exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry 
favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while also using it 
as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. (Additional reporting by Jonathan Saul in Jerusalem). 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 3 (Reuters) - Israel's foreign minister said on Tuesday a pullout from the Gaza Strip 
would be delayed until Aug. 15 and would take about six weeks, but a senior Israeli official said no final 
decision had been made. 


Israeli leaders have been widely expected to agree to the delay from July 20 in order to avoid a Jewish 
mourning period, but no decision has been announced officially. 


"We are very close to the implementation of the disengagement plan," Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom told 
reporters in Nouakchott while on a visit to Mauritania. 


"The implementation will start Aug. 15. It was postponed by three weeks because of the Jewish holiday," he 
said. 


But a senior Israeli official in Jerusalem said: "Israel has spoken about an inclination to do that, but a final 
decision has not been made yet." 


Army officers have previously spoken of carrying out the evacuation from all the Gaza settlements and four of 
120 in the West Bank over three to four weeks. 


Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon suggested the postponement last month in what aides said was an effort 
to respect the mourning period and not aggravate religious settlers already furious over their impending 
evacuation from Gaza. 


The withdrawal would for the first time uproot Jewish settlements from occupied land where Palestinians want 
a state and is seen by U.S.-led mediators as a springboard to reviving a "road map" peace plan for the Middle 
East. 


Postponement could give rightist Jewish settlers more time to mount resistance to the plan to evacuate them 
from occupied land that Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East war. 


Mauritania, where Shalom was on a one-day visit, is one of only three Arab League members to have 
diplomatic relations with Israel. The others are Egypt and Jordan. 


MAURITANIAN STUDENTS PROTEST 


Hundreds of students in the capital Nouakchott protested against the visit for a second day, burning tyres and 
throwing stones, and riot police fired teargas to disperse them. 


Some protesters shouted "Down with Zionism" and "Shalom is a dog", while across the city of sandy streets 
and low buildings walls were covered with anti-Israeli graffiti. The protest had died down by Tuesday evening. 


Mauritania's president, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black 


and Arab Africa when he shifted support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the 
United States. 


Buoyed by a ceasefire with the Palestinians in February, Israel hopes to strengthen ties with the Arab world 
and Shalom aims to get 10 Arab states to establish diplomatic relations by the end of the year. 


Shalom said after meeting Taya that Mauritania should become a "bridge between Israel and the Arab world". 


Last week, Mauritania arrested several leading Islamist opposition figures and accused them of being in 
league with the militant Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), which is based in neighbouring 
Algeria and allied to al Qaeda. 


The government has also linked Islamic opponents to a string of coup attempts since 2003. 

But critics say Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, deliberately exaggerates the Islamist threat to curry 
favour with Washington - which fears Mauritania may be a breeding ground for militants - while also using it 
as a justification for stifling any democratic opposition. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 11 (Reuters) - Al Qaeda is recruiting and training Mauritanian youths via an Algerian 


fundamentalist group to fight alongside insurgents in Iraq, police and a government official in the West African 
country said. 


A police statement published in a government newspaper on Tuesday said the Algerian-based Salafist Group 
for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) trained the youths at camps in Mali and Algeria for attacks at home or to 
fight abroad. 


A government minister in the Islamic republic said on Wednesday Iraq was one destination, along with 
Afghanistan, Chechnya and the Palestinian territories. 


"Some of those elements have gone to Iraq," the minister, who spoke on condition of anonymity, told Reuters. 


Mauritanian police have arrested scores of Islamist opposition leaders and activists since last month, 
accusing them of colluding with the GSPC, an al Qaeda ally substantially weakened by the Algerian military 
over the past few years. 


One local human rights group has put the number of detainees at around 50. 


Seven young militants were charged on Monday with establishing a criminal association and could face up to 
20 years in prison, state prosecutor Mohamed Ould Bakar said. 


Their lawyer, Ikebrou ould Mohamed, said the prosecution alleges the youths underwent eight months of 
training at GSPC camps in Mali and Algeria to fight in Iraq. 


Critics of Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya say he is exaggerating the Islamist threat in 
his country to win more assistance from Western donors, particularly the United States -- which fears West 
Africa could become a breeding ground for Islamic fundamentalism. 


Taya angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa when he shifted support from former 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and Washington. 


In 1999 Mauritania, a poor country hoping to get rich from recently discovered offshore oil, became only the 
third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel. 


Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom briefly visited the country last week, triggering student protests which 
police dispersed with tear gas. 


The police statement said Islamist activists were responsible for attacking and stealing weapons from a 
paramilitary police station in the southern town of Aioun, near Mauritania's border with Mali, last month. 


It said al Qaeda had used large amounts of money to finance religious leaders and mosques in the country to 
spread its message. 
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DAKAR, May 12 (Reuters) - The Mauritanian authorities are playing a dangerous game stifling Islamist 
opponents by denouncing them as terrorists, and risk creating exactly the threat they say they are trying to 
curb, analysts say. 


Mauritanian police have arrested scores of Islamist opposition leaders and activists in recent weeks, accusing 
them of colluding with the Algerian-based Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), a movement 
allied to al Qaeda. 


Authorities in the Islamic republic have said that al Qaeda is using the GSPC to recruit Mauritanian youths to 
fight alongside insurgents in lraq, as well as in Afghanistan, Chechnya and the Palestinian territories. 


"The international community should realise that the terrorist threat barely even exists in Mauritania and that 
the wrong policies could help create one," the International Crisis Group said in a report published late on 
Wednesday. 


It said President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was taking advantage of the U.S.-led fight against 
terrorism to justify a clampdown on opponents and to try to ingratiate his government with Western powers, 
particularly the United States. 


In doing so he risks radicalising moderate Islamic opponents who maintain that they are pro-democratic, 
analysts say. 


"The government is now in danger of creating the very phenomenon it is warning of by tarring the whole wider 
Islamic revival in the country with the 'terrorist' tag," Olly Owen, Africa analyst at World Market Research 
Centre, said in a report. 


ISLAMIST SYMPATHISERS GROWING RAPIDLY 


Taya has angered many Arabs in a nation straddling black and Arab Africa by shifting support from former 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and Washington. In 1999 Mauritania became only the third 
Arab League state to establish full diplomatic ties with Israel. 


Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom's brief visit to the capital Nouakchott last week sparked demonstrations 
in which police fired teargas at hundreds of students throwing stones and burning tyres. 


"Although Islamism's political expression remains constricted, the number of its sympathisers is rapidly 
growing," Crisis Group said in its report. 


"Islamism has found fertile ground in urban poverty, rejection of the corrupt political class and the abortion of 
the democratic project," the think-tank said. 


It urged the government to rethink its strategy of stifling the opposition and instead address the causes of 
Islamist dissent, such as widespread unemployment, high-level corruption and the wide gap between rich and 
poor. 


One local human rights group has put the number of Islamist opposition members in detention at around 50. 
Seven young militants were charged on Monday with establishing a criminal association and could face up to 
20 years in prison. 


Although GSPC leaders have pledged allegiance to al Qaeda, analysts say such statements may not have 
any operational significance and note that the movement has been greatly weakened by the Algerian military 
over the past few years. 


"By giving credence to the notion that Islamists are linked to armed rebels, Taya runs the risk of leading the 
state into an impasse, making it dangerously reliant on U.S. backing against growing domestic discontent," 
said Robert Malley, Director of Crisis Group's Middle East and North Africa programme. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 13 (Reuters) - Authorities in Mauritania have searched mosques in the capital 
Nouakchott in a clampdown on Islamist opponents, seizing Koranic texts and arresting mosque officials, 
opposition sources and witnesses said on Friday. 


The crackdown in the West African country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, comes after the 
authorities said al Qaeda was recruiting and training young Mauritanians to fight alongside insurgents in Iraq. 


"There are at least 10 mosques which have been searched by the police. They took copies of the Koran," 
said one Islamist opposition source, declining to be named. 


No government or police officials were available to comment. 


Although officially an Islamic republic, Mauritanian law bans any party based solely on religion and analysts 
say it is paradoxically one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamist movements. 


International Crisis Group said in a report this week Mauritania's attempts to stifle opposition groups by 
denouncing them as terrorists risked backfiring by radicalising moderate Islamists. 


Mauritanian police have arrested scores of Islamic opposition leaders and activists since last month, accusing 
them of colluding with the Algerian-based Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), a movement 
allied to al Qaeda. 


The authorities have said al Qaeda is using the GSPC to recruit youths to fight alongside insurgents in Iraq, 
as well as in Afghanistan, Chechnya and the Palestinian territories. 


They also accuse Islamist movements of plotting to destabilise the Mauritanian government. 
ANGRY ARABS 


A witness at one mosque in a northwestern suburb of the sand-blanketed capital said police had surrounded 
the building and searched all of its rooms before taking away religious texts and prayer recordings made by 
imams. 


Amar Ould Mohamed, a young man who attends another mosque in northeastern Nouakchott, said police 
had taken away the official who calls followers to prayer. 


"They surrounded the mosque on Wednesday, they went in and searched it and took away Koranic texts. 
They put the muezzin in their car and took him away," Ould Mohamed told Reuters. 


Critics of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya say he is taking advantage of the U.S.-led fight against 


terrorism to justify a clampdown on opponents and to try to ingratiate his regime with Western powers, 
particularly the United States. 


His government passed a law two years ago banning any form of political activity in mosques and allowing 
only the moderate Maliki school of Islam, also practiced in other parts of North and West Africa. 


He has angered many Arabs in the country by shifting support from former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
to Israel and Washington. The country became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic 
relations with Israel in 1999. 


A coup attempt in June 2003, which led to days of street fighting between dissident soldiers and security 
forces, came weeks after a clampdown on Islamist opponents. 
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SANA’A, May 12 (Saba)- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya will be holding talks with 


President Ali Abdullah Saleh later this month on political, economic and cultural issues. 


A foreign ministry spokesman said that Taya, who is scheduled to visit Yemen on May 28 at the invitation of 
President Saleh, would also discuss Arab and international issues with Saleh and other bilateral issues with 
senior government officials. 
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SANA'A May 23 (Saba) - Deputy Foreign Minister Mohya al-Deen al-Dhebi met separately with the Turkish 
and Mauritanian ambassadors to Sana'a Turil Ozkaroul, Al-Hassan Wild Mohammad. 


In the meeting, al-Dhebi discussed with the Turkish ambassador the bilateral relations between the two 
countries and ways of enhancing them. He also discussed with the Mauritanian diplomat the official 
arrangements related to the Mazouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya's visit to Yemen.NA/AA 
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NOUAKCHOTT, May 28 (Reuters) - Thirty-seven Islamists have been charged in Mauritania with belonging to 


an unauthorised group after being arrested last month on suspicion of links to a fundamentalist group allied to 
al Qaeda. 


Another 14 were released on Friday and some accused the authorities of torturing the detainees. 


"| was arrested and freed without knowing why," lawyer Mohamed Haj Ould Sidi told a news conference. 
"Those detained near me were regularly tortured and | had a lot of trouble sleeping because of their 
screams." 


Imam Ahmed Jiddou Ould Abdallahi, who was also detained, told reporters he had been tortured. In the past, 
Mauritania's government has denied allegations of torture. 


The 37, including Islamic spiritual leader Cheikh Mohamed El Hacen Ould Deddew and former diplomat 
Moctar Ould Mohamed Moussa, were officially charged in court on Friday. 


Mauritania straddles black and Arab Africa and although it is an Islamic republic its laws ban any party based 
solely on religion. 


The West African nation is paradoxically one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamists, 
analysts say. 


Earlier this month, authorities searched mosques, seized Koranic texts and arrested mosque officials in a 
crackdown which came after the government said al Qaeda was recruiting and training Mauritanians to fight 
alongside insurgents in Iraq. 


Critics say President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is taking advantage of the U.S.-led fight against 
terrorism to justify a clampdown on opponents and to try to ingratiate his regime with Western powers, 
particularly the United States. 


Some of the 37 Islamists who appeared in court in the capital Nouakchott were also charged with provoking 
trouble, and making harmful political and sectarian speeches in mosques. 


When they were arrested, Mauritania's police said recent confessions had linked them to the militant Salafist 
Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), based in neighbouring Algeria. 


Mauritania is an impoverished former French colony where power has not changed hands through the ballot 
box since independence in 1960. The country hopes to get rich from offshore oil which it is due to start 
pumping this year. 


Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, angered many Arabs in Mauritania when he shifted support from 
former lraqi President Saddam Hussein towards Israel and the United States. 


Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
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ANKARA (A.A) - 30.05.2005 - Turkey and Mauritania signed today a commercial, economic and technical 
cooperation agreement. 


According to Turkish Foreign Trade Undersecretariat, Undersecretary Tuncer Kayalar paid an official visit to 
Mauritania, within the framework of "Strategy for Developing Economic Ties With Africa." 


While in Mauritania, Tuncer Kayalar met Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya and many 


other high level executives. 


Officials of Mauritania have indicated that Mauritania sees Turkey as a role model in economic, social and 
political arenas. "We are ready to cooperate with Turkey to establish an industry based on natural resources, 
including oil, natural 


gas and iron," said an official from Mauritania. 


The Turkish Foreign Trade Undersecretariat also remarked that a team of Turkish experts representing 
several institutions, such as Turkish Small & Mid-Scale Enterprises (KOBI), Turkish Eximbank and Turkish 
Cooperation & Development Agency (TIKA) will soon visit Mauritania to work on new bilateral projects. 
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Text of report by Yemeni news agency Saba website 


Sanaa, 31 May: President of Mauritania Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya left Sanaa on Tuesday [31 May]. 


Taya was on a four-day official visit to Yemen during which he held talks with President Ali Abdallah Salih on 
cooperation in various fields, as well as regional and international issues. 


President Taya also visited some Yemeni governorates and got acquainted with Yemen's historical heritage 
and achievements after unification. 


Source: Saba news agency website, Sanaa, in Arabic 1456 gmt 31 May 05 
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SANA‘A, May 30 (Saba)- President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya of Mauritania has visited Military 
Museum of Sana’a. The Mauritanian official was received by the deputy chief of staff and the director of the 
moral guidance department. 


He toured the sections of the museum and the stages of development of military from the stone age through 
the Islamic period and the present. 


He expressed his admiration of what he saw in the museum. 
AA/AA 
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SANA‘A, May 30(Saba)- President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya of Mauritania, who is on a visit to 


Yemen, toured the Higher Military Academy on Monday. 


The high-level guest toured the sections of the academy in the company of Maj. Gen. Ali Saeed Obeid, Maj. 
Gen. Abdu-Rabbo Ahmed and other officials of the academy. 


Taya listened to a detailed account on the establishment of the academy and the education it provides for 
land, air and marine forces. "Since its establishment in 2003, the academy, has offered nine training courses 
to Yemeni and Arab officers." AA/NS 
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MARIB, May 30 (Saba) - Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya and his accompanying 


traveled on Monday to the Marib governorate where they were greeted by Marib governor Ali Mohammad 
al-Fatimi and top provencial officials. 


The Mauritanian president visited the Aoam temple and the Queen Belquis throne which had been built 
between the forth and the fifth century. 


During the tour, the Mauritanian president listened to a detailed explanation by general director of the public 
authority for antiquities on the two temples which tell the Saba state's history in addition to what had been 
discovered this year of the slaughter sacrifice place and graves of the Sabaian kings. 


Afterward, they visited the Marib new and old dams and listened to an explanation on how the old dam had 
been constructed by the Sabaian state in addition to its water channels that are still existed until now at the 
site of the new dam with capacity of 400 million cubic meters that irrigate more than 12,000 Hectares. 


Taya expressed admiration of what he saw of the historical antiquities telling great periods in the history of 
the Yemeni ancient human mentioned in the Kuran. 


NA/KM 
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A joint Yemeni-Mauritanian Business council is to be established, it was agreed on May 31, 2005, it was 
reported on June 1, 2005. 


The initiative aims to boost the trade and investment cooperation between the two countries. 


A number of Yemeni businessmen met with Mauritanian counterparts who were on a visit to Sana'a within the 
official delegation, led by Mauritanian president STs OUIAS ARETE, 


At the meeting, it was also decided that the next session will be held in Mauritania in December 2005 or 
January 2006. The two countries will also establish joint investment projects and facilitate bilateral trade 
exchange. 


(Editor's Note: The President of Mauritania Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya left Sana'a on Tuesday 31 May, 


2005. 


Taya was on a four-day official visit to Yemen during which he held talks with President Ali Abdallah Salih on 
cooperation in various fields, as well as regional and international issues, according to media reports from 
May 31, 2005. Taya also visited some Yemeni governorates and got acquainted with Yemen's historical 
heritage and achievements after unification.) 


Source: alsahwa (NP/JD/TD) 
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SANA'A, May 31(Saba)- President of Mauritania Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya left Sana'a on Tuesday. 
Taya was in a four-day official visit for Yemen during which he held cooperation talks with president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh including various fields as well as regional and international issues. 


President Taya also visited some Yemeni governorates and got acquaintance with Yemen's historical 
heritage and achievements after unification. 


NS/NS 
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Excerpt from report by Mauritanian radio on 1 June 


HE President of the Republic Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya yesterday evening returned to Nouakchott 


from Sanaa following an official visit to Yemen at an invitation by his brother and friend HE President Ali 
Abdallah Salih. [Passage omitted] 


[Presenter] At the end of the visit a communique was issued. My colleague Ahmed Ould Yakoub has the 
details: 


[Yakoub - recording] In consolidation of the brotherly ties and cooperation relations between the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania and the Republic of Yemen and in embodiment of the strong ties between the 
leadership of the two countries and the bonds of common history of the two fraternal countries and at the 
invitation of HE President Ali Abdallah Salih to his brother HE President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, 
his excellency the president visited the Republic of Yemen 28-31 May 05. [Passage omitted] 


The two presidents stressed the importance of closing Arab ranks, reviving the spirit of solidarity and 
enhancing good neighbourly relations between all Arab countries. The two leaders also discussed the issues 
of the Arab and Islamic worlds, as well as the international and regional issues of common interest. 


Mideast peace 


Upon reviewing the latest developments in the Arab arena, the two leaders expressed their concern over the 
challenges faced by the Arab nation in this critical juncture. They stressed the need to rally all efforts to 
establish a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region in a way that would guarantee the restoration 
of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, the establishment of its independent state with holy 
Jerusalem as its capital. 


In the same context, the two leaders stressed the importance of resuming the peace talks and the necessity 
of adhering to Madrid 1991 terms of reference, which are based on the land-for-peace principle, implementing 
the Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, withdrawal of Israel from all occupied Arab territories, 
including holy Jerusalem and Syrian Golan Heights, to the 4 June 1967 border, as well as withdrawal from 
the remaining parts of Lebanon to the internationally recognized border, including Shab'a Farms. 


The two presidents hailed the presidential and local elections in Palestine and the efforts exerted by the 
elected leadership to consolidate the truce and support the resumption of dialogue and negotiations between 
the Palestinian factions to push the peace process forward. 


Iraq 


The two presidents welcomed the election results in lraq and expressed hope that this would be a first step to 
enhance its national unity and lead it to a safe and stable future with the participation of all segments of the 
fraternal Iraqi people across their political, sectarian and ethnic spectrum in a manner that would strengthen 
the national unity of Iraq. They pointed out that the formation of the Iraqi government was a step in the right 
direction and hoped the government would be able to maintain Iraq's unity and independence and to end its 
occupation. 


Sudan 


The two presidents reiterated their welcoming of the peace agreements reached in Sudan and stressed the 
importance of supporting the steps taken by the Sudanese government to prosecute perpetrators of crimes in 
Darfur and to continue the efforts aiming at settling the Darfur conflict through dialogue. 


Somalia 


The two leaders praised the efforts of the transitional government in Somalia to restore security and stability 
to its territories. They asked the Arab countries to honour their commitments of providing material support for 
this fraternal country in order to be able to build police forces to maintain security and to lay the foundations 
of stability there. [Passage omitted] 


Source: Radio Mauritania, Nouakchott, in Arabic 1300 gmt 1 Jun 05 
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NOUAKCHOTT, 5 juin (Reuters) - Les autorités mauritaniennes ont accusé dimanche le Groupe salafiste 
pour la prédication et le combat (GSPC) d'étre responsable de I'attaque d'un poste militaire du nord-est du 
pays le 28 mai lors de laquelle 15 militaires et cing activistes avaient été tués. 


"Cette attaque a causé la mort de 15 éléments de l'armée nationale, 17 autres ont été blessés et deux sont 
portés disparus", a déclaré le ministre mauritanien de la défense, Baba Ould Sidi. 


Cété assaillants, "il y a eu cing tués et un nombre indéterminé de blessés". 


"Le GSPC s'est lui méme occupé de cette sale besogne", a dit le ministre, en €voquant I'attaque du poste 
militaire de Lemgheiti, dans le nord-est. 


Le président mauritanien, Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, a rendu dimanche aprés-midi a l'état major de 


l'armée un hommage aux militaires tués lors de I'attaque. /IS/JCL 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 5 (Reuters) - Mauritania said on Sunday 15 of its soldiers were killed in a weekend raid 
by militants belonging to an Algerian Islamic fundamentalist group allied to al Qaeda. 


Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi told reporters the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) was 
behind a dawn attack on a remote military post in northeast Mauritania on Saturday. 


"A unit of our national army ... was attacked at dawn on Saturday by the terrorist group known as GSPC," he 
said. 


He said 15 Mauritanian soldiers were killed in the attack, 17 more were wounded and two were missing. Five 
of the 150 attackers, who were well-equipped, were killed, he said. 


The attack took place in the village of Limgheiti, not far from the border with Mali and Algeria. The gunmen 
stole six military vehicles and burnt two others, the minister said. 


The desert triangle between the three countries is a haven for smugglers and bandits. The United States says 
it is also a training ground for Islamist recruits. 


Mauritanian troops were put on maximum alert, military sources said. 


Travellers who came from Limgheiti to Zouerat, which lies 400 km (250 miles) to the west, said gunshots had 
been heard near the military post, which was guarded by about 50 soldiers, on the night of the attack. 


The army sent reinforcements from the capital Nouakchott, 750 km (465 miles) south of Zouerat. 


In recent months, Mauritania has arrested around 50 suspected Islamists saying they had links to the GSPC. 
Security forces have searched mosques and confiscated religious texts . 


Ould Sidi said the detainees were behind Saturday's attack and that 20 Mauritanians had been trained in 
GSPC camps for "terrorist attacks". Three of them had been arrested, he said. 


The Islamic republic, which critics say is taking advantage of the U.S.-led "war on terror" to crackdown on 
Islamic opponents, straddles black and Arab Africa. 


There have been three coup attempts since June 2003. Some of the dissident soldiers wanted for the failed 
bids to overthrow President merry nna are still at large. 


Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, has angered many Arabs in his country by shifting support from 
former lraqi President Saddam Hussein to the United States and Israel. 


In 1999 Mauritania, which hopes to start pumping oil this year, became only the third Arab League member 
country to establish diplomatic relations with Israel. 
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DAKAR, June 6 (Xinhua) -- A fundamentalist group linked to al Qaeda was possibly behind a weekend raid in 
northeast Mauritania that killed 15 soldiers, said reports from Nouakchott, capital of Mauritania, on Sunday. 


The attackers could be members of the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), an Algerian 
Islamic fundamentalist group allied with al Qaeda, said a Mauritanian General Staff press release. 


The identities of the militants are still unclear pending further investigation, authorities told Xinhua, saying 
they could also be members of an organization named "Reform Knights," the first anti-government militant 
group in Mauritania. 


Fifteen were killed and 17 others were injured in the attack on Saturday which took place in the village of 
Limgheiti, not far from the border with Mali and Algeria. 


The desert triangle between the three countries is a base for smugglers and bandits. The United States says 
Islamist recruits are also trained here. 


Five of the 150 militants from the group were killed in the exchange of fire with government troops. 


Mauritanian troops in Nouakchott and other parts of the country have been put on maximum alert, it said. A 
reinforcement army unit was sent to the battle scene. 


In recent months, Mauritania has arrested some 50 suspected Islamists who were alleged to have links with 
the GSPC. Defense Ministry officials said Saturday's attack was a retaliation to the arrest. 


since June 2003, there have been three abortive coups in Mauritania against President Maaouya Ould 
. Taya has angered many Arabs in his country by shifting support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to the United States and Israel. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 6 (Reuters) - Mauritania's opposition leaders, including jailed Islamists, condemned on 
Monday the killing of 15 soldiers at the weekend which the government has blamed on an Algerian 
fundamentalist group allied to al Qaeda. 


Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi said late on Sunday the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) 
was behind a dawn attack on a remote military post in northeast Mauritania on Saturday. 


In a statement, a group of jailed Islamists, who were arrested at the end of April and accused of links with the 
GSPC, said they were saddened by the deaths of the soldiers. 


Another group of 15 Islamic opponents, who have been in hiding since authorities launched the latest wave of 
arrests, denounced the killings as a "heinous crime". 


"We consider that Islam has nothing to do with this kind of act," said the statement by the 15 activists. 


"We affirm that our disagreement with the regime ... does not change the peaceful nature of our actions," it 
said. 


Opposition parties met the prime minister on Monday and also expressed their condemnation. 


Mauritania, which critics say is taking advantage of the U.S.-led "war on terror" to crack down on Islamic 
opponents, is an Islamic republic straddling black and Arab Africa. 


The attack took place in the village of Limgheiti, not far from the border with Mali and Algeria. The defence 
minister said 15 Mauritanian soldiers were killed, 17 more were wounded and two were missing. Five of the 
150 attackers were also killed. 


The desert triangle between the three countries is a haven for smugglers and bandits. The United States says 
it is also a training ground for Islamist recruits. 


Mauritanian troops were put on maximum alert, military sources said, and the army sent reinforcements to the 
area. 


Residents in Zouerat, a town 400 km (250 miles) to the west of Limgheiti from where some of the soldiers 
came, said relatives had gone to the local military barracks to seek information about their loved ones. 


There have been three coup attempts in Mauritania since June 2003. Some of the dissident soldiers wanted 
for the failed bids to overthrow President { are still at large. 


Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, has angered many Arabs in his country by shifting support from 
former lraqi President Saddam Hussein to the United States and Israel. 


In 1999 Mauritania, which hopes to start pumping oil this year, became only the third Arab League member 
country to establish diplomatic relations with Israel. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 7 (Reuters) - An Algerian Islamic fundamentalist group allied to al Qaeda has claimed 
responsibility for a weekend attack in Mauritania which killed 15 soldiers, according to an Internet posting. 


Algeria's Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) said it had carried out Saturday's dawn raid on a 
remote Mauritanian military post near the border with Algeria and Mali, according to the statement on an 
Islamist website. 


"We carried out this operation to avenge our brothers thrown in prison by the heathen regime of (President 
‘ahimed) Taya and in support of the weakest and oppressed among the Muslims of this 
country," said the statement posted on www.jihad-algerie.com late on Monday. 





"Our valiant GSPC mujahideen led this operation, the first of its kind, with a well-prepared ambush against the 
heathen army.” 


It was not immediately possible to confirm the authenticity of the statement, which would be the first from the 
GSPC claiming responsibility for an attack outside Algeria. 


Mauritania's government, which says the GSPC is recruiting Mauritanians to fight both at home and abroad, 
has already blamed the Algerian rebel group for Saturday's attack. 


The GSPC has largely been chased from its homeland but some U.S. military experts fear it may be 
recruiting and regrouping further south. 


Critics say Mauritania, an Islamic republic which straddles black and Arab Africa, is taking advantage of the 
U.S.-led "war on terror" to crack down on Islamic opponents. 


In recent months the West African nation, which hopes to start pumping oil this year, has arrested around 50 
suspected Islamists saying they had links to the GSPC. Security forces have searched mosques and 
confiscated religious texts. 


There have been three coup attempts since June 2003. Some of the dissident soldiers wanted for the failed 
bids to overthrow Taya are still at large. 


Many Arabs are angry that Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, shifted support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to the United States and Israel. 


He established diplomatic relations with the Jewish state in 1999, making Mauritania only the third Arab 
League country to do so. 
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Reducing global poverty is the proposed G-8 goal for shrinking the foreign debt load of 18 of the world's 
poorest nations. By forgiving foreign debt, countries making strides against corruption and economic 
instability can put funds for debt servicing towards health, education and other social services. These 18 
countries in Africa, Central and South America are the first to qualify for debt forgiveness by the World Bank, 
International Monetary Fund and the African Development Bank. 


Mauritania 

Population: 2,998,563 

Annual Income: $280 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.1 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: M. Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya, president 
Major industries: fish processing, mining 

Mali 

Population: 11,956,788 

Annual Income: $240 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $895 million 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Amadou Toumani Toure, president 
Major industries: small consumer goods, food processing, construction, gold 
Niger 

Population: 11,360,538 

Annual Income: $180 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.19 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Tandja Mamadou, president 

Major industries: uranium mining, cement, brick, textiles 
Rwanda 


Population: 7,954,013 


Annual Income: $230 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $810 million 

Type of Government: Presidential, multi-party republic 
Head of State: Paul Kagame, president 

Major industries: agricultural products, soap, furniture, cement 
Uganda 

Population: 26,404,543 

Annual Income: $240 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.95 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, president 
Major industries: sugar, brewing, tabacco 

Ethiopia 

Population: 67,851,281 

Annual Income: $100 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3.275 billion 

Type of Government: Federal republic 

Head of State: Girma Wolde Giorgis, president 

Major industries: food processing, beverages, textiles 
Niger 

Population: 11,360,538 

Annual Income: $180 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.19 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Tandja Mamadou, president 

Major industries: uranium mining, cement, brick, textiles 
Rwanda 

Population: 7,954,013 

Annual Income: $230 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $810 million 

Type of Government: Presidential, multi-party republic 
Head of State: Paul Kagame, president 

Major industries: agricultural products, soap, furniture, cement 
Senegal 

Population: 10,852,147 


Annual Income: $470 per capita (2004) 


Foreign debt to be forgiven: $850 million 

Type of Government: Multi-party democratic republic 

Head of State: Abdoulaye Wade, president 

Major industries: fishing, agricultural processing, phosphate mining. 
Tanzania 

Population: 36,588,225 

Annual Income: $290 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Benjamin William Mkapa, president 

Major industries: agricultural processing, diamond mining, oil refining 
Uganda 

Population: 26,404,543 

Annual Income: $240 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.95 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, president 

Major industries: sugar, brewing, tabacco 

Zambia 

Population: 10,462,436 

Annual Income: $340 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3.85 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Levy Patrick Mwanawasa, president 

Major industries: copper mining and processing, foodstuffs, construction 
Senegal 

Population: 10,852,147 

Annual Income: $470 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $850 million 

Type of Government: Multi-party democratic republic 

Head of State: Abdoulaye Wade, president 

Major industries: fishing, agricultural processing, phosphate mining. 
Burkina Faso 

Population: 13,574,820 

Annual Income: $250 per capita (2004) 


Foreign debt to be forgiven: $930 million 


Type of Government: Parliamentary democracy 

Head of State: Blaise Campaore, president 

Major industries: cotton, beverages, agricultural processing 
Ghana 

Population: 20,757,032 

Annual Income: $270 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3.5 billion 

Type of Government: Constitutional democracy 

Head of State: John Agyekum Kufuor, president 

Major industries: mining, lumbering, light manufacturing 
Benin 

Population: 7,250,033 

Annual Income: $380 per capita (2004) 

Foreign Debt to be forgiven: $460 million 

Type of Government: Multiparty democratic republic 
Head of State: Mathieu Kerekou 

Major industries: textiles, food processing, beverages 
Tanzania 

Population: 36,588,225 

Annual Income: $290 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Benjamin William Mkapa, president 
Major industries: agricultural processing, diamond mining, oil refining 
Madagascar 

Population: 17,501,871 

Annual Income: $230 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $1.9 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Marc Ravalomanana, president 

Major industries: meat canneries, soap factories, breweries, textiles, glassware, cement 
Mozambique 

Population: 18,811,731 

Annual Income: $200 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $4.3 billion 


Type of Government: Republic 


Head of State: Joachim Alberto Chissano, president 

Major industries: food and beverages, chemicals, petroleum 
Zambia 

Population: 10,462,436 

Annual Income: $340 per capita (2004) 

Foreign debt to be forgiven: $3.85 billion 

Type of Government: Republic 

Head of State: Levy Patrick Mwanawasa, president 

Major industries: copper mining and processing, foodstuffs, construction 
rchu@png.canwest.com 
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NOUAKCHOTT, June 25 (Reuters) - Mauritania's authorities have seized documents they say were used by 
Islamic militants in the West African nation to "justify terrorism" and which also give practical tips on staging 
attacks. 


The interior minister of the former French colony, where an Islamic fundamentalist group allied to al Qaeda 
killed 15 soldiers this month, displayed the documents during a news conference on Friday. 


The papers were seized by security services from members of the Mauritanian arm of the Algerian militant 
Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), the minister said. 


"These documents justify terrorism and also give practical instructions on undertaking a certain number of 
terrorist acts," Interior Minister Lemrabott Sidi Mahmoud Ould Cheik Ahmed said. 


"Some (of the documents) relate to blowing up cars, how to make fatal poisons, suicide missions, 
communication methods, the people to be targeted, embassies, strategic locations, maps of certain 
neighbouring countries," he said. 


Prime Minister Sghair Ould M'bareck was among those listed as potential targets, the minister added. 


Authorities in Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa and hopes to begin pumping oil this year, 
have said the GSPC is recruiting Mauritanians to fight at home and abroad. 


A deputy head of the GSPC, Amari Saifi, was sentenced to life in prison in Algeria on Saturday after a court 
found him guilty in absentia of helping to create a terrorist group. 


Critics say Mauritania is taking advantage of the U.S.-led "war on terror" to crack down on Islamic opponents. 


Although an Islamic Republic, Mauritania's laws ban any party based solely on religion. The country is 
paradoxically one of the most repressive states in the region towards Islamists, analysts say. 


In recent months, Mauritanian authorities have arrested around 50 suspected Islamists, saying they had links 
to the GSPC, listed by the United States as a terrorist organisation. 


Authorities said the GSPC was behind an attack on a remote military post this month, in which 15 soldiers 
were killed. 


There have been three coup attempts in Mauritania since June 2003. Some of the dissident soldiers wanted 
for the bids to oust President HEseusEOURSIG are still at large. 


Many Arabs are angry that Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup, shifted support from former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to the United States and Israel. 


Mauritania became only the third Arab League state to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999. 
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Text of report by Palestinian radio from Gaza on 3 July 


Palestinian Prime Minister Anmad Quray has said that President Mahmud Abbas's expected meeting with 
Syrian President Bashar al-Asad on Thursday [7 July] falls within the framework of a historic visit to Syria that 
will turn over a new leaf to end previous disagreements and lay the foundation for a new era in relations. 
Quray pointed out that Abbas will take part during his presence in Syria in an expanded meeting that brings 
together the secretary generals of all [Palestinian] factions with the aim of discussing the Fatah Central 
Committee decision to form a national unity government and follow up on the dialogue that was initiated in 
Cairo. 


Meanwhile, President Abbas began a visit to Nouakchott yesterday during which he held talks with 
Mauritanian President GieScuge OIG SIARIRER TSN. Following the visit, which will last 24 hours, the 
president will head to Libya to attend the African Union summit on Monday [ 4 July], and will visit Cairo ata 
later time to meet with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak. 


Source: Voice of Palestine second programme, Gaza, in Arabic 0500 gmt 3 Jul 05 
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Text of report from Algiers by Al-Sharq al-Awsat correspondent Bu-Allam Ghamrasah, headlined "French 
sources tell Al-Sharq al-Awsat that the Algerian Salafi group leader urged Al-Zarqawi to kidnap French 
nationals in Iraq", published by London-based newspaper Al-Sharq al-Awsat website on 3 July 


French diplomats based in Algiers said that the French Government is concerned about a possible alliance 
between the Algerian Salafi Group for Preaching and Combat and the Tanzim Qa’'idat al-Jihad fi Bilad 
al-Rafidayn [Al-Qa'idah of Jihad Organization in the Land of the Two Rivers], which is led by Abu-Mus'ab 
al-Zarqawi, to target French nationals in Iraq and hit French interests across the world. 


The diplomats told Al-Shargq al-Awsat that the French intelligence authorities are concerned about "the 
Algerian Salafi Group's desire to include its activity in global jihad". 


According to the same sources, intelligence reports indicated that contacts have been going on between the 
most active armed group in Algeria and Al-Zarqawi since the latter was leader of the Jama’at al-Tawhid 
wa-al-Jihad before he declared his allegiance to Usamah Bin-Ladin and became leader of the Al-Qa'idah 
Organization in Iraq. 


According to the sources, the French security services have information indicating that contacts between the 
two sides were stepped up after Abd-al-Malik Druqdal, alias Abu-Mus'ab Abd-al-Wadud, took over as leader 
of the Salafi Group in fall 2004, succeeding Mustafa Abu-Ibrahim, alias Nabil Sahrawi, who was killed by the 
army in the summer of the same year in eastern Algeria. 


In asserting the "close relationship" between Abu-Mus'ab of Algeria and Abu-Mus'ab of Iraq, the French 
security authorities refer to a letter, which the former sent to the latter calling on him to "intimidate the French 
Government by holding as many French nationals as possible in Iraq." 


The sources could not determine the date of the letter, but said that the French authorities are taking it 
seriously. The sources added that French diplomats based in Algiers follow with great interest all newspaper 
reports on the Salafi Group and are anxious to hear the group's news. 


To justify the targeting of French nationals, the letter said: "France is involved in supporting the Algerian 
regime." 


As an example, the letter said that France was involved in the release of 32 European tourists in 2003, ina 
reference to tourists, mostly Germans, who were held in the Algerian desert from February to July 2003. 
Ammari Sayifi, alias Abd-al-Razzaq al-Bara, who is currently detained by the Algerian security authorities, 
claimed responsibility for that operation. 


Citing the French intelligence authorities, the sources say that the name of Al-Bara was mentioned in the 
letter. In that letter, Druqdal asked Al-Zarqawi to focus on targeting French nationals in Iraq "to punish and 
pressure France into persuading the Algerian authorities to release the Salafi Group's cadre members, mainly 
Ammari Sayifi". 


French security reports indicate that Al-Bara who is also called Abu-Haydarah al-Awrasi set up an armed 


group made up of 60 Mauritanian fundamentalist fighters. He provided them with weapons to strike against 
the regime of MESS CURSE R nea in retaliation for the harassment and imprisonment of 
fundamentalists in Mauritania. 


According to the same reports, this took place when Sayifi went on a trip to the Sahara in 2003 to look for and 
buy weapons with ransom money that he received from the German Government in exchange for the release 
of tourists who were taken hostage. During that trip, a leading figure of the Salafi Group was taken hostage 
by a rebel Chadian group, along with Salafi fundamentalists from Algeria, Mauritania, Mali, and Niger. 


The rebels attempted to hand him over to the German Government in exchange for ransom, but the deal was 
not concluded. In the end, they handed him over to the Libyan security service, which in turn handed him over 
to the Algerian security authorities on 27 October last year. 


Source: Al-Sharq al-Awsat website, London, in Arabic 3 Jul 05 
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BRUSSELS, Belgium, July 13 -- NATO issued the following press release: 


The Secretary General of NATO, Mr. Jaap de Hoop Scheffer will visit Mauretania on 13 and 14 July 2005. 
During this visit, the Secretary General will meet the President, H.E. ‘Ahmed Taya, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mohamed Vall Ould Bellal and the Minister of Defence Mr. Baba Ould Sidi. 
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SANA‘A, July 13(Saba)- Vice president Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi met on Wednesday the newly appointed 
ambassador of Morocco to Yemen Mohammad al-Tehami. 


Mansour welcomes the Moroccan diplomat and discussed with him the possibility of extending areas of 
mutual cooperation between Yemen and Morocco to serve common interests of the two peoples. 


They also discussed procedures should be quickly done for holding the Yemeni-Moroccan Joint Committee. 
Vice president assured al-Tehami would receive facilities and support of the government to ease his tasks. 


The Moroccan ambassador insisted the interest of Moroccan leadership and people to enhance collaboration 
relations with Yemen. 


On the other hand, the vice president received the new ambassador of Mauritania to Yemen al-Hassan Wild 
Mohammad who conveyed regards and thanks of the president Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya of 
Mauritania to president Ali Abdullah Saleh for the hospitality he received in his latest visit to Yemen. 


Mauritanian ambassador praised the great achievements obtained by Yemen on the developmental and 
democratic levels. 


NS/NS 
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Suan ae 19 (Xinhua) -- Chinese President Hu Jintao and his Mauritanian counterpart Maaouya Ould ~ 


on Tuesday exchanged congratulatory messages on the occasion of the 40th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two countries. 


In his message, Hu said the peoples of the two countries have enjoyed profound traditional friendship. In the 
40 years, the bilateral relationship developed smoothly through the efforts of the two countries. 


The friendly relationship between China and Mauritania sets a good example for developing countries in 
terms of coexisting in harmony and mutually beneficial cooperation as their exchanges and cooperation have 
been fruitful in the fields of politics, economy and trade, culture and education, Hu said. 


China and Mauritania support each other and act in close coordination in international affairs, Hu said. 


He also said in the new historical condition, China will joint hands with Mauritania to carry on and develop the 
traditional friendship and push their mutually beneficial cooperation further to open up a new and more 
prosperous prospect for the friendly cooperation between the countries and peoples. 


For his part, President Taya said Mauritania will as always remain committed to the strengthening and 
development of its relationship with China. 


The two friendly countries are always advocates of the principles of peace, security and justice in 
international relations and this will be kept on as the solid cornerstone for their special relations, Taya said. 


Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing also exchanged congratulatory messages 
with their respective counterparts on Tuesday. 
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(adds Yemen) 


RIYADH, Aug 1 (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia proclaimed Abdullah its new monarch to succeed King Fahd, who 
died on Monday after 23 years as ruler of the world's largest oil exporter. 


King Fahd's funeral takes place on Tuesday in the capital Riyadh. Following is a list of leaders and officials 
confirmed as going to Saudi Arabia to pay their respects: 


ALGERIA - President Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 

BAHRAIN - King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa. 

BANGLADESH - President lajuddin Ahmed. 

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA - Prime Minister Adnan Terzic. 

BRITAIN - Prince Charles. 

CZECH REPUBLIC - President Vaclav Klaus and first Deputy Foreign Minister Jan Winkler. 


LEBANON - President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Fouad Siniora and Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri lead 
a delegation of Lebanese ministers. 


MAURITANIA - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 

MOROCCO - Prince Rachid, younger brother of King Mohammed. 

NIGERIA - Vice-President Atiku Abubakar. 

PAKISTAN - President Pervez Musharraf. 

SENEGAL - President Abdoulaye Wade. 

SYRIA - President Bashar al-Assad. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahayan. 
YEMEN - President Ali Abdullah Saleh 


SAUDI-KING-FUNERAL (FACTBOX, UPDATE 
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(Adds more arrivals) 


RIYADH, Aug 2 (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia proclaimed Abdullah its new monarch to succeed King Fahd, who 
died on Monday after 23 years as ruler of the world's largest oil exporter. 


King Fahd's funeral takes place on Tuesday in the capital Riyadh. Following is a list of leaders and officials 
confirmed as going to Saudi Arabia to pay their respects: 


AFGHANISTAN - President Hamid Karzai. 
ALGERIA - President Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 
ARAB LEAGUE - Secretary-General Amr Moussa. 


AUSTRALIA - Governor-General Michael Jeffery, representative of Australia's head of state, Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth. 


AZERBAIJAN - President Ilham Aliyev 

BAHRAIN - King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa. 

BANGLADESH - President lajuddin Ahmed. 

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA - Prime Minister Adnan Terzic. 

BRITAIN - Prince Charles, heir to the throne. 

BRUNEI - Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. 

CHINA - Hui Liangyu, a special envoy of President Hu Jintao and a vice premier. 

CZECH REPUBLIC - President Vaclav Klaus and first Deputy Foreign Minister Jan Winkler. 
EGYPT - President Hosni Mubarak. 

INDONESIA - Vice President Jusuf Kalla. 

IRAN - First Vice-President Mohammad Reza Aref. 

IRAQ - Prime Minister Ibrahim Jaafari, President Jalal Talabani, Foreign Minister Hoshiyar Zebari. 
JORDAN - King Abdullah and Queen Rania head delegation. 

KUWAIT - Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah. 

LEBANON - President Emile Lahoud, Prime Minister Fouad Siniora. 

MAURITANIA - President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 

MOROCCO - Prince Rachid, younger brother of King Mohammed. 

NIGERIA - Vice-President Atiku Abubakar. 

NORWAY - Crown Prince Haakon, Oil and Energy Minister Thorhild Widvey. 


OMAN - Sultan Qaboos. 


PAKISTAN - President Pervez Musharraf. 
PALESTINIAN President Mahmoud Abbas. 
PHILIPPINES - Vice President Noli de Castro. 
SENEGAL - President Abdoulaye Wade. 

SOUTH KOREA - Prime Minister Lee Hae-chan. 

SRI LANKA - Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa. 
SYRIA - President Bashar al-Assad. 

THAILAND - Foreign Minister Kantathi Suphamongkhon. 
TUNISIA - President Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali. 

TURKEY - Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahayan. 


UNITED STATES - A delegation which diplomats said may include former President George Bush, father of 
the current president. 


YEMEN - President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Mauritania's army said on Wednesday it had seized power to end the 
"totalitarian" regime of President aSSHYAOUIESHY , who is out of the country, and planned to 
rule for up to two years. 


Hundreds of people took to the streets to shout and honk car horns in celebration at the coup against Taya, in 
power for more than two decades, but his supporters denounced the coup. 


"There was no democracy here ... We have been freed from a dictatorship," said one middle-aged man who 
gave his name as Bilal as he watched the celebrations in the capital. 


The African Union and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan both condemned the seizure of power by force. 


Mauritania, which straddles black and Arab Africa and hopes to start pumping oil next year, has witnessed a 
series of uprisings and attempted military coups in recent years. 


Taya, who first seized power in a 1984 putsch, has angered many Arabs in the country by shifting support 
from former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and Washington in the 1990s. 


Convoys of cars with people hanging out of them shouting "Praise be to God" and making victory signs 
paraded down one of the main sand-blanketed avenues in Nouakchott. 


"The armed forces and security forces have unanimously decided to put a definitive end to the totalitarian 
activities of the defunct regime under which our people have suffered so much over recent years," said a 
statement signed by a "Military Council for Justice and Democracy". 


"This council pledges before the Mauritanian people to create favourable circumstances for an open and 
transparent democracy," said the statement, broadcast on state media. 


State radio later said the council would be headed by Colonel Ely Ould Mohammad Vall. 


Hundreds of people gathered at a mosque near the capital's main prison, hoping relatives would be freed, 
especially suspected Islamist militants involved in a June 2003 army uprising. 


Taya, who was in Saudi Arabia for King Fahd's funeral on Tuesday, landed in Niger's capital hours after news 
of troop movements in Nouakchott. His PRDS party denounced the coup. 


GUNFIRE 


Witnesses said that green-bereted members of Taya's guard had taken over state television and radio. 
Gunfire rang out briefly near the presidency building and the airport was closed. 


An opposition leader and a military source said they believed the head of the presidential guard, Colonel 
Mohamed Ould Abdel-Aziz, was involved in the coup. There were reports that some senior military officers 
had been arrested. 


Mauritania, an Islamic Republic, is one of only three Arab League member states that have diplomatic ties 
with Israel. 


It is also considered one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamist movements. 


Scores of Islamic opposition activists have been arrested since April and accused of colluding with Algeria's 
Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat, an al Qaeda ally. 


Troops nearly toppled Taya in 2003 during two days of fighting in Nouakchott before loyalists prevailed. The 
government says it foiled two coup bids in 2004. 


Earlier, shops in Nouakchott shut in a hurry and taxis refused to pick up people trying to leave the city centre. 


"| heard a burst of gunfire near the presidency. | saw scared people running away. Civil servants have all left 
their offices," a Reuters witness in the capital said. 


A witness said the border with Senegal was closed. 


The United States has been sending officers to train soldiers in Mauritania and other countries in the region to 
combat militants thought to be operating in the Sahara. 


The U.S. European Command, which overseas U.S. military operations in 91 countries and territories in 
Europe and most of Africa, said it was monitoring the situation. (Additional reporting by Diadie Ba, Nick 
Tattersall in Dakar) 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Soldiers surrounded Mauritania's state radio station on Wednesday and 
blocked off streets around the presidency building while President | was out 
of the country, witnesses said. 


Here are some key facts about Mauritania: 


* Almost all of Mauritania's 2.9 million people are Muslims and it is officially an Islamic Republic. Light-skinned 
Moors have dominated government since independence in 1960. Black Africans make up about one third of 
the population. 


* Most of Mauritania is desert. It is almost twice as big as former colonial power France, but has little more 
than 800 km (500 miles) of paved roads. 


* Main products are fish, livestock and iron ore, though offshore oil reserves promise to revolutionise the 
economy. Average annual per capita income was $430 in 2003, according to World Bank statistics. Average 
life expectancy is 52 years. 


* Power has not changed hands through the ballot box since independence from France in 1960. President 
‘Ahmed Taya seized power in a 1984 coup and brooked little opposition since. He won 
elections in 1992, 1997 and 2003. 


* Mauritania became only the third Arab country to establish full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1999, 
despite popular opposition. It did not openly back the U.S. war to remove Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein but 
did not denounce it either. 
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TEHRAN, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Conservative Mahmoud Ahmadinejad became Iran's new president, taking 
power amid international turmoil over Tehran's nuclear ambitions and his own past. The 48-year-old 
conservative former mayor of Tehran, deeply loyal to the values of Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution, won a 
landslide election victory in June and was appointed president by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 


TEHRAN, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Iran said it hoped to restart work at a uranium conversion plant on Wednesday 
and said a proposal by the U.N. nuclear watchdog that it wait a week for surveillance equipment to be 
installed was unacceptable. The European Union has warned Iran that any resumption of nuclear fuel 
activities would mean an end to two years of negotiations over Iran's atomic ambitions. 


VIENNA, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The U.N. nuclear watchdog -- the International Atomic Energy Agency -- called on 
Iran to wait until next week if it is intent on restarting sensitive nuclear work, a request that Iran has already 
dismissed as unacceptable. "We have made it clear that we need until the middle of next week to get our 
surveillance equipment in place before any seals could be cut and nuclear activities started," IAEA 
spokeswoman Melissa Fleming said. 


BEIJING, Aug 3 (Reuters) - China made a last-ditch effort to rescue six-party talks on the Korean nuclear 
crisis, but talks remained deadlocked after more than a week of wrangling over ways of ending Pyongyang's 
weapons programmes. With some delegates talking openly of breakdown in Beijing, the hosts offered a fourth 
draft of a proposed joint statement on which the success of the talks is now riding. 


PARIS, Aug 2 (Reuters) - Air France said 22 people were lightly injured but no one was killed on its Airbus 
plane that crashed and burst into flames after landing at Toronto's Pearson International Airport on Tuesday. 
"There are no victims," the airline said. It added there were 297 passengers and 12 crew on board the flight, 
numbered AF 358, from Paris. 


KHARTOUM, Aug 3 (Reuters) - At least 20 people were reported killed overnight in retaliatory violence 
against southern Sudanese in Khartoum, where residents said armed men roamed the streets despite a 
curfew. A U.N. security briefing obtained by Reuters reported around 20 deaths overnight. 


BAGHDAD, Aug 3 (Reuters) - An American journalist has been found shot dead in Basra four days after he 
wrote an opinion piece in the New York Times criticising the spread of Shi'ite Islamist fundamentalism in the 
southern Iraqi city. Witnesses said Steven Vincent and a translator were kidnapped by gunmen shortly after 
leaving a hotel on Tuesday evening. His body was found later that night, a U.S. diplomat said. A nurse said 
he had been shot repeatedly in the chest. 


HOUSTON, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Two Discovery astronauts floated outside the shuttle for the start of a 
seven-hour spacewalk that will include an unprecedented repair job on the shuttle's troublesome heat shield. 
Steve Robinson was to become the first astronaut in the 24-year shuttle program to spacewalk to Discovery's 
underside and, once there, the first to try to fix the spacecraft's heat shield during flight. 


OFAKIM, Israel, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Thousands of Israeli ultrarightists demonstrating against a Gaza pullout 
prepared to march from Israel into Jewish settlements in the occupied territory, a procession police vowed to 
block. Hundreds of tents dotted a wood in the southwest town of Ofakim where far-right religious activists -- 
mainly families with young children and groups of teenagers -- camped out after a peaceful rally near Gaza's 
frontier. 


NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Soldiers surrounded Mauritania's state radio station and blocked off 
streets around the presidency building while President | was out of the 
country, witnesses said. "State radio has been off air since this morning. They are not letting anybody in," a 
Reuters witness said. 


ROME, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is ill and will not attend a cabinet meeting 
scheduled to discuss the position of Bank of Italy Governor Antonio Fazio, a government source said. 
Berlusconi's absence was not expected to prevent the rest of the cabinet from hearing the report drawn up by 
Economy Minister Domenico Siniscalco on Fazio, who has been accused of acting unfairly in a cross-border 
banking takeover battle. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, al 3 ere - aan movements in Mauritania's capital Nouakchott on Wednesday while 
President was out of the country could be part of a coup attempt, a British 
diplomat said. 


"We have heard that there has been a coup d'etat but we don't know who's involved. We don't know whether 
it is something that has succeeded or failed," Sid Ahmed Abeidna, the British honorary consul in Nouakchott, 
told Reuters. 


"The president is not here. Everyone is waiting for a broadcast on the television or radio. There is nothing to 
confirm what has really happened," he said. 
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NIAMEY, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Mauritania's President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya landed in Niger on 
Wednesday, hours after soldiers took control of state television and radio in what one diplomat said could be 
a coup attempt in his home country. 


Taya was received by Niger's President Tandja Mamadou and government ministers, a Reuters witness in 
the capital Niamey said. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country 
and put an end to the "totalitarian regime" of President MasauyaG Sia RRMEATAS, a statement on the 
state news agency said on Wednesday. 


The statement, signed by a so-called Military Council for Justice and Democracy, said the council would rule 
the Islamic Republic for two years. Taya was out of the country. 


MAURITANIA-STATEMENT 
(URGENT)|LANGEN|AFA|CSA|LBY|RWSA|RWS|REULB|GNS|G|RBN|MD|AFN|ABN|C|D|E|M|O|U|MTLIGRO 
|SOF|OIL|RNP|DNP|PGE|SXNA 


Document LBA0000020050803e183001ht 


REUTERS 





Reuters World News Highlights 1400 GMT Aug 3 


750 words 

3 August 2005 

04:02 PM 

Reuters News 

LBA 

English 

(c) 2005 Reuters Limited 

TEHRAN - Iran said it hoped to restart work at a uranium conversion plant on Wednesday, rejecting Western 
appeals to hold off completely and refusing to wait a week so U.N. inspectors can monitor the activities. 


The European Union has warned Iran any resumption of nuclear fuel activities would mean an end to two 
years of talks over Iran's atomic ambitions, which Tehran says are peaceful but which the West suspects are 
aimed at making a bomb. 


TEHRAN - Conservative Mahmoud Ahmadinejad became Iran's new president, taking office amid 
international turmoil over Tehran's nuclear ambitions and his own past. 


BAGHDAD - A roadside bomb explosion tore through a U.S. assault vehicle in Iraq, killing 14 American 
Marines and a civilian interpreter in the deadliest attack of its kind against U.S. forces since the war began. 


The bomb exploded near a Marine amphibious assault vehicle as it was travelling south of Haditha, a town on 
the Euphrates river about 200 km (120 miles) northwest of Baghdad, the U.S. military said in a short 
statement. One Marine was wounded. 


BAGHDAD - An American journalist and author was found dead after being shot three times in the chest in 
the southern Iraqi city of Basra, a U.S. embassy official said. 


Steven Vincent's death came four days after an opinion piece he wrote criticising the rise of Shi'ite Islamist 
fundamentalism in Basra was published in the New York Times. 


OFAKIM, Israel - Thousands of Israeli ultrarightists rallying against an impending Gaza withdrawal planned to 
march over the border to Jewish settlements in the occupied land, a procession police vowed to block. 


Tents dotted a wood in the southwest town of Ofakim where far-right religious activists -- mainly families with 
young children and groups of teenagers -- camped out after a peaceful demonstration near Gaza's frontier on 
Tuesday. 


HOUSTON - Spacewalking astronaut Steve Robinson plucked a couple of loose fibre strips from Discovery's 
belly in an unprecedented repair to the shuttle's heat shield. 


"I'm grasping it and I'm pulling it and it's coming out very easily. Beautiful. Nice," Robinson radioed as he 
pulled the material out from between the heat resistant tiles on the shuttle's underside. 


TORONTO - Stunned survivors of the fiery crash at Toronto airport were coming to grips with their ordeal 
while investigators tried to determine what caused the plane to skid off the runway during a bad storm. 


All 309 passengers and crew survived the crash of the Air France Airbus, abandoning the aircraft down 
emergency escape chutes and racing toward safety as the aircraft began to burn. Officials said about 24 
people had suffered minor injuries. 


BEIJING - Weary envoys to marathon talks on the Korean nuclear crisis agreed to meet for a 10th day as 
China battled to save the six-party process from collapse. 


With discussions deadlocked over ways of ending North Korea's weapons programmes, the hosts offered a 
new draft of a proposed joint statement of basic principles on which success now hangs. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country and put an end 
to the "totalitarian regime" of President NSSSIVADUId Sid BRCATAS, a statement on the state news 
agency said. 


The statement, signed by a so-called Military Council for Justice and Democracy, said the council would rule 
the Islamic Republic for two years. Taya was out of the country at the funeral of Saudi's King Fahd. 


RIYADH - Thousands of Saudi men thronged into a cavernous marble-lined palace to pledge allegiance to 
their new King Abdullah in a ceremony which completes the transition of power from the late King Fahd. 


Sunnis and Shi'ites, soldiers and tribal leaders, young and old, queued to express support for their new 
monarch who is assuming the throne of the world's biggest oil exporter and the cradle of Islam. 


KHARTOUM - People fled central Khartoum in cars while troops and riot police headed towards the centre of 
the Sudanese capital, where residents reported fresh violence, witnesses and journalists said. 


The reported violence followed rumours a southern Sudanese militia leader had been killed. But the militia 
itself, the South Sudanese Defence Forces, and a Foreign Ministry official denied that the militia leader, 
Paulino Matip, was dead. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 3 (Reuters) - Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country 
and put an end to the "totalitarian regime" of President igseuye Guides BAMCASS, a statement on the 
state news agency said on Wednesday. 


The statement, signed by a so-called Military Council for Justice and Democracy, said the council would rule 
the Islamic republic for two years. 


"The armed forces and security forces have unanimously decided to put a definitive end to the totalitarian 
activities of the defunct regime under which our people have suffered so much over recent years," the 
statement said. 


"This council pledges before the Mauritanian people to create favourable conditions for an open and 
transparent democracy" it said. 


President Taya is in Niger's capital Niamey en route back from the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd, which 
took place in Riyadh on Tuesday. 
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TOP STORIES 


TEHRAN - Iran said it hoped to restart work at a uranium conversion plant on Wednesday, rejecting Western 
appeals to hold off completely and refusing to wait a week so U.N. inspectors can monitor the activities. 


BAGHDAD - A roadside bomb tore through a U.S. assault vehicle in western Iraq on Wednesday, killing 14 
American Marines and a civilian interpreter in the deadliest attack of its kind against U.S. forces since the war 
began. 


KHARTOUM - Northern and southern Sudanese leaders called for calm on Wednesday during a third day of 
clashes in the capital that have killed at least 84 people since the death of former southern rebel John 
Garang. 


BEIJING - Weary envoys to marathon talks on the Korean nuclear crisis agreed on Wednesday to meet for a 
10th day as China battled to save the six-party process from collapse. 


OFAKIM, Israel - Thousands of Israeli ultrarightists rallying against an impending Gaza withdrawal planned to 
march over the border to Jewish settlements in the occupied land on Wednesday, a procession police vowed 
to block. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country and put an end 
to the "totalitarian regime" of President KEsSuVe DUI Sid BRCa THA, a statement on the state news 
agency said on Wednesday. 


RIYADH - Thousands of Saudi men thronged into a cavernous marble-lined palace to pledge allegiance to 
their new King Abdullah on Wednesday in a ceremony which completes the transition of power from the late 
King Fahd. 


TOKYO - Dissolving the Japanese parliament's lower house will be an option if bills to privatise the postal 
system are rejected by the upper house in a vote expected within days, a senior ruling party official said on 
Wednesday. 


TORONTO - Stunned survivors of the fiery crash at Toronto airport were coming to grips with their ordeal on 
Wednesday while investigators tried to determine what caused the plane to skid off the runway during a bad 
storm. 


HOUSTON - Spacewalking astronaut Steve Robinson plucked a couple of loose fiber strips from Discovery's 
belly on Wednesday in an unprecedented repair to the shuttle's heat shield. 
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NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country and end the 
"totalitarian" regime of President rennet a statement broadcast on state media 
said. 


The communique, signed by a "Military Council for Justice and Democracy", said the council would rule the 
Islamic Republic for a maximum of two years. Taya is out of the country. 


KHARTOUM - Northern and southern Sudanese leaders called for calm during a third day of clashes in the 
capital that have killed at least 84 people since the death of former southern rebel John Garang. 


Violence in Khartoum erupted on Monday when angry southerners took to the streets after the official 
announcement of the death in a helicopter crash of Garang, who fought the northern government for two 
decades before making peace. 


YAMA, Niger - Emergency operations to feed 2.5 million people in Niger reached some of their first 
beneficiaries, but there was only enough for some of the hundreds of women and children who came in 
search of help. 


Mothers who left their homes at dawn to trek to the northeastern village of Yama swelled a crowd of 
expectant faces to more than 1,000 by the time aid workers began handing out biscuits and flour from a stock 
designed for 500 people. 


NAIROBI - Ethiopian security forces have arrested 11 more Ethiopians in connection with inter-clan clashes 
in northern Kenya last month which killed more than 80 people, a Kenyan official said. 


But a massive security operation on the remote border has upset local pastoralists, who demonstrated this 
week against the arrests and disruption of their valuable livestock trade. 


MOGADISHU - A top U.N. envoy met factional leaders opposed to Somali President Abdullahi Yusuf to try to 
mend a rift that has split the new government and stalled progress towards peace. 


The U.N. special representative to Somalia, Francois Fall, met with powerful ministers and warlords 
Mohamed Qanyare, Muse Sudi Yalahow and Osman Ali Ato and parliamentary speaker Sharif Hassan 
Sheikh Adan near the capital Mogadishu. 


NAIROBI - Somali pirates holding a ship with 10 hostages for a month may free them soon if they are allowed 
to distribute the U.N. food aid on board in their home area, a diplomat mediating in the standoff said. 


"The gunmen have said if the food can be given to the local communities, then they will release the ship and 
the crew," Kenya's ambassador to Somalia, Mohamed Abdi Affey, said in Nairobi on his return from a trip to 
Somalia. 


LUSAKA - A suspected British militant arrested in Zambia and wanted by Washington will be deported to 
Britain, President Levy Mwanawasa said. 


A British police source said he would probably then be extradited to the United States, where he is wanted 
over an alleged attempt to set up a militant training camp in Oregon. 


JOHANNESBURG - Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa sacked his mines minister, Kaunda Lembalemba, 
in a government reshuffle after a damaging strike, riots and a bomb blast at the country's biggest copper 
mine. 


Mwanawasa said the mine workers union had initiated legal proceedings in its pay dispute with the biggest 
copper mining firm, Konkola Copper Mines, and that there was a need to restore calm in the mining sector, 
the southern African country's economic lifeblood. 


ANTANANARIVO - Madagascar is hoping that Rio Tinto's decision to proceed with its southern titanium 
dioxide mine will develop the cash-starved island and become a model for environmentally sensitive mining. 


The world's second largest diversified miner said it had approved a $775 million titanium dioxide project 
comprising a new mineral sands operation in southern Madagascar and facilities upgrade in Canada. 


JOHANNESBURG - AIDS and a growing urban population are forcing South African officials to find new 
cemeteries and encourage families to bury several members in the same grave, Johannesburg city 
authorities said. 


Johannesburg's Alexandra township has no spare grave spaces while Soweto's Avalon cemetery sees more 
than 200 burials each weekend, City Parks spokeswoman Jenny Moodley said. 
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ADDIS ABABA, Aug 3 (Reuters) - The African Union said on Wednesday it was concerned about the situation 
in Mauritania and condemned all seizure of power by force. 


The AU statement was issued shortly after the army in Mauritania said it had toppled the government of 
President ‘Ahmed Taya and would rule the country for up to two years. 
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BAGHDAD - Insurgents blew up a U.S. assault vehicle in western Iraq, killing 14 Marines and a civilian 
interpreter in the deadliest roadside bomb attack against American forces since the war began. 


In the southern city of Basra, an American journalist was found shot dead four days after he wrote an opinion 
piece in The New York Times criticising Shi'ite Islamic fundamentalism. 


GRAPEVINE, Texas - In the wake of the deaths of 14 U.S. Marines in Iraq, President George W. Bush said 
the best way to honour the dead is to complete the mission and he rejected any early U.S. withdrawal. 


"We're at war. We're facing an enemy that is ruthless. If we put out a (pullout) timetable the enemy would 
adjust their tactics." 


TEHRAN - Iran said it hoped to resume work at a uranium conversion plant by early next week, backtracking 
from an earlier plan to restart but still rejecting Western appeals to keep the project frozen. 


The European Union has warned Iran any resumption of nuclear fuel activities would mean an end to two 
years of talks on Iran's atomic ambitions. Tehran says it wants only to generate electricity but the West 
suspects it aims to make nuclear bombs. 


WASHINGTON - The United States welcomed news Iran had backed away from a threat to restart work at a 
uranium conversion plant, a move that averted an immediate crisis over the Islamic republic's nuclear 
program. 


HOUSTON - A spacewalking astronaut ventured to the bottom of space shuttle Discovery for the first time 
and plucked two protruding cloth fillers from between ceramic tiles on the shuttle's heat shield. 


"It turned out to be just as easy as we said it was going to be," spacewalk coordinator Cindy Begley told a 
news conference. 


OFAKIM, Israel - Thousands of Israeli rightists launched a last-gasp march on the Gaza Strip, vowing to stop 
the impending withdrawal from the occupied territory despite a massive police presence. 


After speeches by ultranationalist notables at the southern town of Ofakim, where they camped on Tuesday, 
the activists began their 20 km (12 mile) westward hike to Gaza. 


BEIJING - Weary envoys to marathon talks on the Korean nuclear crisis agreed to meet for a 10th day as 
China battled to save the six-party process from collapse. 


With discussions deadlocked over ways of ending North Korea's weapons programmes, the hosts offered a 
new draft of a proposed joint statement of basic principles on which success now hangs. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania: s army said it had seized power to end the "totalitarian" regime of President 
, who is out of the country, and planned to rule for up to two years. 


Hundreds of people took to the streets to shout and honk car horns in celebration at the coup against Taya, in 
power for more than two decades, but his supporters denounced the coup. 


KHARTOUM - Northern and southern Sudanese leaders called for calm during a third day of clashes in the 
capital that have killed at least 84 people since the death of former southern rebel John Garang. 


Violence in Khartoum erupted on Monday when angry southerners took to the streets after the official 
announcement of the death in a helicopter crash of Garang, who fought the northern government for two 
decades before making peace. 


YAMA, Niger - Emergency operations to feed 2.5 million people in Niger reached some of the first recipients, 
but there was only enough for some of the hundreds of women and children who came in search of help. 


Mothers who left their homes at dawn to trek to the village of Yama northeast of the capital swelled a crowd of 
expectant faces to more than 1,000 by the time aid workers began handing out biscuits and flour from a stock 
designed for 500 people. 


RIYADH - Saudi Arabia's new ruler King Abdullah pledged to rule with justice as thousands of Saudis 
thronged into a marble-lined palace to offer allegiance. 


Sunnis and Shi'ites, soldiers and tribal leaders, young and old, queued to express support for their new 
monarch who is assuming the throne of the world's biggest oil exporter and the cradle of Islam. 


TORONTO - Canadian aircraft investigators said they are looking at weather as one possible cause of a 
"miracle" Toronto plane crash in which all 309 passengers and crew walked away from the fiery remains of an 
Airbus A340. 


The Air France plane overshot the runway and burst into flames as it landed in an unusually severe storm at 
Toronto's Pearson International Airport on Tuesday afternoon. 


SEOUL - Man can now reproduce his best friend -- South Korean scientists announced they had created the 
world's first cloned dog. 


Woo-Suk Hwang and his team of researchers at Seoul National University have created Snuppy, the first dog 
cloned from adult cells by somatic nuclear cell transfer 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 4 (Reuters) - Jubilant Mauritanians celebrated the overthrow of the country's president 
of two decades by military leaders who quickly announced they planned to rule for up to two years. 


Hundreds of people took to the streets to shout and honk car horns in celebration at the coup against 
President Nescusaouasid , who was out of the country at the time. The rally reflected 
frustration at what opponents called his repressive rule. 


Mauritanians awaited signs on Thursday of what to expect next from a group of officers who said they seized 
power on Wednesday to end more than two decades of "totalitarian" rule by Taya, promising to rule for up to 
two years. 


"The situation had reached a point where there had to be change," said Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, a 
former military ruler and Taya's main challenger in 2003 elections. 


"I'm sure that any change in these circumstances will be welcomed by the people," said Haidalla, who has 
been arrested several times on charges of plotting to oust Taya. 


The overthrow was announced in a statement broadcast on state media and signed by a "Military Council for 
Justice and Democracy". 


State radio later said the council would be headed by Colonel Ely Ould Mohammad Vall. 


The African Union and United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan both condemned the seizure of power 
by force in Mauritania, which hopes to start pumping oil next year. 


The United States demanded that Taya be restored to power. 


We "join the African Union in condemning the violence in Mauritania. And we call for a peaceful return for 
order under the constitution and the established government of President Taya," State Department 
spokesman Tom Casey told reporters. 


Mauritania has witnessed a series of uprisings and attempted military coups in recent years. 


Taya, who first seized power in a 1984 putsch, has angered many Arabs in the country by shifting support 
from former lraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and Washington in the 1990s. 


Taya, who was in Saudi Arabia for King Fahd's funeral on Tuesday, landed in Niger's capital hours after news 
of troop movements in Nouakchott. His PRDS party denounced the coup. 


There were no immediate reports of any casualties during the coup, although gunfire rang out briefly near the 
presidency building on Wednesday and the airport was closed. 


Mauritania, an Islamic Republic, is one of only three Arab League member states that have diplomatic ties 
with Israel. It is also considered one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamist 
movements. 


Troops nearly toppled Taya in 2003 during two days of fighting in Nouakchott, before loyalists prevailed. The 
government says it foiled two coup bids in 2004. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT 

HEADLINE: US Urges Return to Constitutional Rule in Mauritania 


INTRO: The United States Wednesday urged a return to constitutional rule in Mauritania after military officers 
there said they had overthrown President Maaeliva (Ould Sid Abitied Taya, The United Nations and African 
Union have made similar appeals. VOA's David Gollust reports from the State Department. 


TEXT: Officials here acknowledge that President Taya's 20-year tenure has been marred by human rights 
violations and other issues. But they say a military coup is not the answer to the country's problems and are 
urging, as are the African Union and United Nations, a return to constitutional rule. 


At a news briefing, acting State Department Spokesman Thomas Casey said the situation in the Mauritanian 
capital, Nouakchott, was unclear and that the U.S. embassy there remained open and was monitoring events. 


He said the United States joins with the A.U. in condemning violence, and calls for a peaceful return to order 
under the country's constitution and the established government of President Taya: 


[2nd CASEY ACT] 


"He is the established constitutional president of Mauritania. We have dealt with him under those terms, and 
certainly there is no reason in our mind for any kind of extra-constitutional action." 


[END ACT] 


President Taya was out of the country when troops seized control of key sites in the capital, including the 
national television and radio stations. 


An announcement by a group calling itself the Military Council for Justice and Democracy said it had seized 
power, and wanted to put an end to what it called the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya's government. 


The State Department said earlier this year in its global human rights report that the Mauritanian 
government's record was poor, and included cases of abuse by security forces and restrictions on freedoms 
of speech, association and religion. 


However, a senior diplomat who spoke to reporters here said the ouster by force of arms of an elected civilian 
leader, even one with problems, is not something the United States is going to support. 


There were similar comments from the African Union, which said any unconstitutional change in government 
is not acceptable. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was deeply troubled by reports of the coup. 


President Taya himself seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, though he was elected to office three 
times, most recently last November in an exercise opposition leaders said was marred by fraud. 


Spokesman Casey said the U.S. embassy in Nouakchott remained open but with reduced staffing, and said it 
had issued an advisory to the small American community in Mauritania to remain home and to take security 
precautions. 


The senior diplomat said embassy officials have had contacts with members of the government, but that he 
was unaware of any contacts with the military or the council that said it had assumed power. (Signed) 
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HEADLINE: Soldiers Surround Key Buildings in Mauritanian Capital 

INTRO: Soldiers in Mauritania's capital seized strategic buildings, Wednesday, including the state radio and 
the presidential palace. President ifsnSna OAS AGHIG TE is out of the country, and some residents 
in the capital Nouakchott believe a coup attempt is under way. Gabi Menezes reports from the West Africa 
bureau in Abidjan. 


TEXT: Soldiers surrounded Mauritanian state radio and blocked roads to the presidential palace, while 
President Ould Taya was away attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fadh in Riadh. 


Racine Sy, who was in downtown Nouakchott, said everything was calm, and the only gun shots were heard 
earlier around 9 o'clock Wednesday morning. He said soldiers had surrounded strategic military points in the 
city, including army barracks. 


[INSERT SY ACT] 


"The civil places are blocked like the ministries and the presidential palace is also blocked. But people are 
going round doing everything they want without any worries." 


[END ACT] 


Mr. Sy says people he has met are convinced the president's own National Guard is attempting a coup, and 
for now the public does not seem overly concerned. 


[INSERT SECOND SY ACT] 


"We don't know exactly what could happen. People are worried what could happen if the president decided to 
come back here." 


[END ACT] 


President Ould Taya came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984, and his government claims to have foiled 
several attempts to overthrow him. The most serious was in 2003 when the presidential palace was attacked, 
leading to two days of violent street battles. 


Mauritania is an Islamic republic that gained independence from France in 1960. President Ould Taya has 
established ties with Washington as well as Israel under his presidency angering many Arabs in the country. 
He has also cracked down on Islamic militants as well as political opposition during recent years. (SIGNED) 
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The United States Wednesday urged a return to constitutional rule in Mauritania after military officers there 
said they had overthrown President ' . The United Nations and African Union 
have made similar appeals. 


Officials here acknowledge that President Taya's 20-year tenure has been marred by human rights violations 
and other issues. But they say a military coup is not the answer to the country's problems and are urging, as 
are the African Union and United Nations, a return to constitutional rule. 


At a news briefing, acting State Department Spokesman Thomas Casey said the situation in the Mauritanian 
capital, Nouakchott, was unclear and that the U.S. embassy there remained open and was monitoring events. 


He said the United States joins with the AU in condemning violence, and calls for a peaceful return to order 
under the country's constitution and the established government of President Taya: 


"He is the established constitutional president of Mauritania," he said. "We have dealt with him under those 
terms, and certainly there is no reason in our mind for any kind of extra-constitutional action." 


President Taya was out of the country when troops seized control of key sites in the capital, including the 
national television and radio stations. 


An announcement by a group calling itself the Military Council for Justice and Democracy said it had seized 
power, and wanted to put an end to what it called the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya's government. 


The State Department said earlier this year in its global human rights report that the Mauritanian 
government's record was poor, and included cases of abuse by security forces and restrictions on freedoms 
of speech, association and religion. 


However, a senior diplomat who spoke to reporters here said the ouster by force of arms of an elected civilian 
leader, even one with problems, is not something the United States is going to support. 


There were similar comments from the African Union, which said any unconstitutional change in government 
is not acceptable. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was deeply troubled by reports of the coup. 


President Taya himself seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, though he was elected to office three 
times, most recently last November in an exercise opposition leaders said was marred by fraud. 


Spokesman Casey said the U.S. embassy in Nouakchott remained open but with reduced staffing, and said it 
had issued an advisory to the small American community in Mauritania to remain home and to take security 
precautions. 


The senior diplomat said embassy officials have had contacts with members of the government, but that he 
was unaware of any contacts with the military or the council that said it had assumed power. 
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DAKAR, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Mauritanian army troops, including members of the presidential guard, seized 
control of the state radio and television in the capital early Wednesday, according to reports reaching here 
from Nouakchott. 


Soldiers blocked off streets around the presidency building while President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya 


was out of the country, the reports said. 
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Eds: Updates with details 


CAIRO, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Mauritania soldiers on Wednesday surrounded the state radio station, which has 
been off air since the morning, Qatar-based al-Jazeera TV channel reported. 


The incident occurred from 5:00 am (0500 GMT), while President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was out 


of the country, who was in Riyadh on Tuesday for the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd. 


Further reports reaching here said that it is a coup d'etat as the army troops, dominated by presidential guard 
members, took over the armed forces headquarters, state radio and television buildings in the capital 
Nouakchott. 


The troops also blocked off access to the presidential palace and government ministers, said witnesses, 
adding military vehicles equipped with heavy weaponry and anti-aircraft guns took up positions in the capital. 


Mauritania has witnesses several coup attempts since June 2003, when dissident soldiers came close to 
toppling Taya during two days of street fighting in Nouakchott before loyalist forces regained control. 
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DAKAR, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Mauritanian army troops, including members of the presidential guard, seized 
control of the state radio and television in the capital early Wednesday while President Leroy alae 


‘ was out of the country, according to reports reaching here from Nouakchott. 


The presidential guard troops cut state media broadcasts. Heavily armed soldiers deployed in force on the 
streets of Nouakchott, and around ministerial offices and the presidency. However no gunfire or violence was 
reported in the city, the reports said. 


President Taya, who has survived several coup attempts during his 20-year reign, has cracked down 
ruthlessly against opponents, including members of the army, jailing scores of people accused of plotting to 
overthrow him. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 3 million on the northwest edge of Africa, is strictly regulated by 
Taya who took power in a 1984 military coup. 
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DAKAR, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Gunfire rang out near the presidency building in Mauritania's capital Nouakchott 
on Wednesday after army troops, including members of the presidential guard, seized control of the state 
radio and television in the capital, according to reports reaching here from Nouakchott. 


The presidential guard troops cut state media broadcasts. Heavily armed soldiers deployed in force on the 
streets of Nouakchott, and around ministerial offices and the presidency. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was out of the country after attending the funeral of Saudi 


Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh on Tuesday. 
Shops were closed and taxis were not stopping to pick up those trying to leave the center of town. 


President Taya, who has survived several coup attempts during his 20-year reign, has cracked down 
ruthlessly against opponents, including members of the army, jailing scores of people accused of plotting to 
overthrow him. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 3 million on the northwest edge of Africa, is strictly regulated by 
Taya who took power in a 1984 military coup. 
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DAKAR, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya landed in Niger on 
Wednesday, hours after soldiers took control of state radio and television in his home country, according to 
reports reaching here from Niamey. 


Taya was reportedly received at the airport by Niger's President Tandja Mamadou and senior government 
Officials. 


Gunfire rang out near the presidency building in Nouakchott on Wednesday after army troops, including 
members of the presidential guard, seized control of the state radio and television in Mauritania's capital. 


The presidential guard troops cut state media broadcasts. Heavily armed soldiers deployed in force on the 
streets of Nouakchott, and around ministerial offices and the presidency. 


President Taya was out of the country after attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh on 
Tuesday. 


Shops were closed and taxis were not stopping to pick up those trying to leave the center of town. 
President Taya, who has survived several coup attempts during his 20-year reign, has cracked down 
ruthlessly against opponents, including members of the army, jailing scores of people accused of plotting to 


overthrow him. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 3 million on the northwest edge of Africa, is strictly regulated by 
Taya who took power in a 1984 military coup. 
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DAKAR, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Colonel Ely Ould Mohammed Vall, Mauritania's director of national security, has 
become head of Military Council for Justice and Democracy, which seized power early Wednesday, the 
Council said in a written statement, according to reports reaching here. 


Mauritanian army troops, including members of the presidential guard, seized control of the state radio and 
television in the capital early Wednesday while President PaOOESTS was out of the 
country. 


President Taya, who has survived several coup attempts during his 20-year reign, has cracked down 
ruthlessly against opponents, including members of the army, jailing scores of people accused of plotting to 
overthrow him. 


Mauritania, a sparsely populated nation of 3 million on the northwest edge of Africa, is strictly regulated by 
Taya who took power in a 1984 military coup. 
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Gunfire has been heard in Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott, where soldiers are reported to have taken control 
of the state radio and television station and blocked off streets leading to the presidential building. 


Witnesses say no state media reports have broadcast since this morning. 
The situation comes as President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is in Saudi Arabia. 
Details are still coming in. 
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DATELINE: Abidjan 

Soldiers in Mauritania's capital seized strategic buildings, Wednesday, including the state radio and the 
presidential palace. President ieaauya Ould SiaLARGATENE is out of the country, and some residents in 
the capital Nouakchott believe a coup attempt is under way. 


Soldiers surrounded Mauritanian state radio and blocked roads to the presidential palace, while President 
Ould Taya was away attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fadh in Riadh. 


Racine Sy, who was in downtown Nouakchott, said everything was calm, and the only gun shots were heard 
earlier around 9 o'clock Wednesday morning. He said soldiers had surrounded strategic military points in the 
city, including army barracks. 


"The civil places are blocked like the ministries and the presidential palace is also blocked. But people are 
going round doing everything they want without any worries," he said. 


Mr. Sy says people he has met are convinced the president's own National Guard is attempting a coup, and 
for now the public does not seem overly concerned. 


"We don't know exactly what could happen," he said. "People are worried what could happen if the president 
decided to come back here." 


President Ould Taya came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984, and his government claims to have foiled 
several attempts to overthrow him. The most serious was in 2003 when the presidential palace was attacked, 
leading to two days of violent street battles. 


Mauritania is an Islamic republic that gained independence from France in 1960. President Ould Taya has 
established ties with Washington as well as Israel under his presidency angering many Arabs in the country. 
He has also cracked down on Islamic militants as well as political opposition during recent years. 
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Military overthrew President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government; announced on state-run news 


agency it would rule country for up to two years 


Mauritania's military overthrew President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government and announced on 


the state-run news agency it would rule the country for up to two years. 


In a statement issued in the name of the Military Council for Justice and Democracy, the Mauritanian military 
announced the armed forces have decided to end what they call the "totalitarian activities" of President Ould 
Taya and take power for up to two years. 


President Ould Taya, who at the time was out of the country attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King 
Fadh, returned to the region and landed in nearby Niger. 


Heavily armed soldiers surrounded strategic buildings at dawn in the Mauritanian capital, Nouakchott, taking 
control of the airport and the national radio. Roads leading to the presidential palace were also blocked. 


Racine Sy, who was on Nouakchott's streets, said that everything was calm and the only gun shots were 
heard earlier around nine o'clock. He said soldiers had surrounded strategic military points in the city, 
including army barracks. 


"The civil places are blocked, like the ministries, and the presidential palace is also blocked," he said. "But 
people are going round doing everything they want without any worries." 


He said that people in the country believed that it was Mr. Ould Taya's National Guard that led the coup 
against him. 


President Ould Taya came power in a bloodless coup in 1984, and his government claims to have foiled 
several attempts to overthrow him. In a coup attempt two years ago, the military attacked the presidential 
palace and sparked two days of violent street battles. 


A West Africa analyst, Olly Owen, for the research group Global Insight, says that previous coup attempts 
have been accompanied by fighting among different factions of the military. 


"The Presidential Guard which was the instigator in this case has been used to put down previous coup 
attempts," he said. "There have been purges of the army after previous coups attempts, a lot of officers 
imprisoned, but it doesnt seem to have had the desired effect." 


President Ould Taya has established links with Washington, as well as with Israel, angering many Arabs in 
the country. He has also cracked down on Islamic militants and his political opposition during recent years. 
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Military officials who staged a coup in Mauritania have named an army colonel as the West African country's 
new president. 


A statement issued Wednesday by the Military Council for Justice and Democracy says Colonel Ely Ould 
Mohammed Vall is the new leader of Mauritania. 


The statement was broadcast on state-run media. 


Colonel Vall had been the national police chief. 


Earlier in the day, the Council announced the overthrow of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. The 


coup leaders say the Council will run Mauritania for two years, allowing time to create what it called open and 
transparent democracy. 


The group justified the takeover saying it wanted to end the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya's government. 
Hundreds of people took to the streets of the capital to celebrate the end of Mr. Taya's 20-year rule. 
The United States, the African Union and the United Nations have condemned the bloodless coup. 
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Nouakchott (Mauritania), Aug 3 -- Heavily armed troops were deployed Wednesday in this Mauritanian capital 
as gunshots were fired near the presidential palace amid reports of an alleged military coup in the northern 
African nation. 


Mauritanian President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is currently in Riyadh to pay condolences on the 


death of Saudi King Fahd. 


The Arab news channel al-Arabiya reported that gunshots were heard near the presidential palace. 
Witnesses reported heavily armed Mauritanian army and presidential guards were deployed around strategic 
locations in the Mauritanian capital. Heavily-armed military presence was reported in the city, including 
anti-aircraft units. It was not clear whether the troops were taking part in, or foiling, an attempted military coup 
in this Muslim majority nation of 2.9 million people. A Mauritanian opposition exile in Paris, Badi Weld Ebno, 
told al-Jazeera television that "officers made a successful coup against the current regime." 


Al-Jazeera earlier reported the army and presidential guards "reseizing control" of the television and radio 
building in the capital. The official Mauritanian satellite channel, along with most Arab channels, is observing 
a three-day mourning period for King Fahd, broadcasting Koranic verses. Taya, who seized power in a 1984 
coup, has won elections in 1992, 1997 and 2003. His loyalists foiled two coup attempts in 2004 and one in 
2003. 


Published by HT Media Ltd. with permission from Indo-Asian News Service. 
HTS aksc 050803-109221 
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 -- The Voice of America issued the following story: 


Military officials who staged a coup in Mauritania have named an army colonel as the West African country's 
new president. 


A statement issued Wednesday by the Military Council for Justice and Democracy says Colonel Ely Ould 
Mohammed Vall is the new leader of Mauritania. 


The statement was broadcast on state-run media. 


Colonel Vall had been the national police chief. 


Earlier in the day, the Council announced the overthrow of President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. The 
coup leaders say the Council will run Mauritania for two years, allowing time to create what it called open and 
transparent democracy. 


The group justified the takeover saying it wanted to end the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya's government. 
Hundreds of people took to the streets of the capital to celebrate the end of Mr. Taya's 20-year rule. 

The United States, the African Union and the United Nations have condemned the bloodless coup. 
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 -- The Voice of America issued the following story: 
By David Gollust 


The United States Wednesday urged a return to constitutional rule in Mauritania after military officers there 
said they had overthrown President ' . The United Nations and African Union 
have made similar appeals. 


Officials here acknowledge that President Taya's 20-year tenure has been marred by human rights violations 
and other issues. But they say a military coup is not the answer to the country's problems and are urging, as 
are the African Union and United Nations, a return to constitutional rule. 


At a news briefing, acting State Department Spokesman Thomas Casey said the situation in the Mauritanian 
capital, Nouakchott, was unclear and that the U.S. embassy there remained open and was monitoring events. 


He said the United States joins with the AU in condemning violence, and calls for a peaceful return to order 
under the country's constitution and the established government of President Taya: 


"He is the established constitutional president of Mauritania," he said. "We have dealt with him under those 
terms, and certainly there is no reason in our mind for any kind of extra-constitutional action." 


President Taya was out of the country when troops seized control of key sites in the capital, including the 
national television and radio stations. 


An announcement by a group calling itself the Military Council for Justice and Democracy said it had seized 
power, and wanted to put an end to what it called the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya's government. 


The State Department said earlier this year in its global human rights report that the Mauritanian 
government's record was poor, and included cases of abuse by security forces and restrictions on freedoms 
of speech, association and religion. 


However, a senior diplomat who spoke to reporters here said the ouster by force of arms of an elected civilian 
leader, even one with problems, is not something the United States is going to support. 


There were similar comments from the African Union, which said any unconstitutional change in government 
is not acceptable. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he was deeply troubled by reports of the coup. 


President Taya himself seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, though he was elected to office three 
times, most recently last November in an exercise opposition leaders said was marred by fraud. 


Spokesman Casey said the U.S. embassy in Nouakchott remained open but with reduced staffing, and said it 
had issued an advisory to the small American community in Mauritania to remain home and to take security 
precautions. 


The senior diplomat said embassy officials have had contacts with members of the government, but that he 
was unaware of any contacts with the military or the council that said it had assumed power. 


Gollust report: 
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ABIDJAN, Cote d'Ivoire, Aug. 3 -- The Voice of America issued the following story: 


By Gabi Menezes Military overthrew President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government; announced 


on state-run news agency it would rule country for up to two years 


Mauritania's military overthrew President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya's government and announced on 


the state-run news agency it would rule the country for up to two years. 


In a statement issued in the name of the Military Council for Justice and Democracy, the Mauritanian military 
announced the armed forces have decided to end what they call the "totalitarian activities" of President Ould 
Taya and take power for up to two years. 


President Ould Taya, who at the time was out of the country attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King 
Fadh, returned to the region and landed in nearby Niger. 


Heavily armed soldiers surrounded strategic buildings at dawn in the Mauritanian capital, Nouakchott, taking 
control of the airport and the national radio. Roads leading to the presidential palace were also blocked. 


Racine Sy, who was on Nouakchott's streets, said that everything was calm and the only gun shots were 
heard earlier around nine o'clock. He said soldiers had surrounded strategic military points in the city, 
including army barracks. 


"The civil places are blocked, like the ministries, and the presidential palace is also blocked," he said. "But 
people are going round doing everything they want without any worries." 


He said that people in the country believed that it was Mr. Ould Taya's National Guard that led the coup 
against him. 


President Ould Taya came power in a bloodless coup in 1984, and his government claims to have foiled 
several attempts to overthrow him. In a coup attempt two years ago, the military attacked the presidential 
palace and sparked two days of violent street battles. 


A West Africa analyst, Olly Owen, for the research group Global Insight, says that previous coup attempts 
have been accompanied by fighting among different factions of the military. 


"The Presidential Guard which was the instigator in this case has been used to put down previous coup 
attempts," he said. "There have been purges of the army after previous coups attempts, a lot of officers 
imprisoned, but it doesn't seem to have had the desired effect." 


President Ould Taya has established links with Washington, as well as with Israel, angering many Arabs in 
the country. He has also cracked down on Islamic militants and his political opposition during recent years. 


Menezes report: 
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ABIDJAN, Cate d'Ivoire, Aug. 3 -- The Voice of America issued the following story: 

By Gabi Menezes 

Soldiers in Mauritania's capital seized strategic buildings, Wednesday, including the state radio and the 
presidential palace. President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya is out of the country, and some residents in 
the capital Nouakchott believe a coup attempt is under way. 


Soldiers surrounded Mauritanian state radio and blocked roads to the presidential palace, while President 
Ould Taya was away attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fadh in Riadh. 


Racine Sy, who was in downtown Nouakchott, said everything was calm, and the only gun shots were heard 
earlier around 9 o'clock Wednesday morning. He said soldiers had surrounded strategic military points in the 
city, including army barracks. 


"The civil places are blocked like the ministries and the presidential palace is also blocked. But people are 
going round doing everything they want without any worries," he said. 


Mr. Sy says people he has met are convinced the president's own National Guard is attempting a coup, and 
for now the public does not seem overly concerned. 


"We don't know exactly what could happen," he said. "People are worried what could happen if the president 
decided to come back here." 


President Ould Taya came to power in a bloodless coup in 1984, and his government claims to have foiled 
several attempts to overthrow him. The most serious was in 2003 when the presidential palace was attacked, 
leading to two days of violent street battles. 


Mauritania is an Islamic republic that gained independence from France in 1960. President Ould Taya has 
established ties with Washington as well as Israel under his presidency angering many Arabs in the country. 
He has also cracked down on Islamic militants as well as political opposition during recent years. 
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 -- The Voice of America issued the following story: 


Gunfire has been heard in Mauritania's capital, Nouakchott, where soldiers are reported to have taken control 
of the state radio and television station and blocked off streets leading to the presidential building. 


Witnesses say no state media reports have broadcast since this morning. 

The situation comes as President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya is in Saudi Arabia. 
Details are still coming in. 
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MEMBERS of Mauritania's presidential guard took over state television and radio and blocked streets in the 
capital, Nouakchott, in an attempted coup last night. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, who was out of the west African country after attending the 


funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh on Tuesday, arrived in Niger's capital Niamey late last night. 
The coup leaders said Mr Taya had been ousted and a military junta would rule in his place. 


"The military and the security forces have unanimously decided to put an end to the totalitarian practices of 
the regime from which our people have suffered so much in the last years," they said in a statement. 


They pledged to "establish favourable conditions for an open and transparent democratic system on which 
civil society and political players will be able to give their opinions freely". 


Witnesses said members of Mr Taya's guard had taken control of state television and radio. Gunfire rang out 
briefly near the presidential building and the airport was closed. A witness on the border with Senegal said 
border guards were preventing people from leaving the country. 


Shops in the sand-blanketed city were closed and taxis were not stopping to pick up people trying to leave 
the town centre. State radio had been off air since the early morning. 


"| heard a burst of gunfire near the presidency. | saw scared people running away. Civil servants have all left 
their offices," another witness said. 


Dissident soldiers came close to toppling Mr Taya in June 2003 during two days of street fighting in 
Nouakchott before loyalist forces regained control. 


The Government says it foiled two more coup attempts last year. 


"All the army is in the streets. It's blocking the roads to the presidency and the main routes through town," a 
civil servant who lives near the presidential building said. 


Mohamed Ali, a father of eight who lives near the presidency, was among those fleeing the city centre. "I'm 
afraid for my family," he said. "I'll come back when things are back to normal." 


Mr Taya seized power in a 1984 coup. He angered many Arabs in the country, which straddles black and 
Arab Africa, by shifting support from former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and Washington in the 
1990s. 


Mauritania, where Australia's Woodside Petroleum is developing the country's first oilfield, is one of only three 
Arab League member states to have established diplomatic ties with Israel. 


It is also one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamist movements. 
Police have arrested scores of Islamic opposition leaders and activists since April. 


The US has been sending military experts to train soldiers in Mauritania and the region to combat militants 
thought to be operating in the Sahara. 


US European Command, which oversees American military operations in 91 countries and territories in 
Europe and most of Africa, said it was monitoring the situation closely. 


Woodside, Australia's second-biggest oil and gas company, is leading the $US625 million ($830million) 
Chinguetti project off the coast of Mauritania with smaller Australian partners Hardman Resources and Roc 
Oil. 


Shares in all three companies have risen strongly in the past year on the back of soaring oil prices and 
progress towards bringing the Chinguetti field into production by early next year. 


Woodside, Harman and Roc also have interests in the Tiof field in Mauritania, which analysts believe will cost 
about $1.2billion to develop. 
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SYDNEY, Aug 4 (Reuters) - Woodside Petroleum Ltd. , Australia's biggest independent oil and gas producer, 
said its operations off Mauritania were unaffected by Wednesday's military coup in the West African nation. 


Woodside is operator for the Chinguetti oil field, 90 km (56 miles) west of the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott, 
and expects to start oil production in early 2006. 


"Woodside Energy is continuing its operations in Mauritania following political developments overnight. All 
staff and contractors have been accounted for and are safe," the company said in a statement to the stock 
exchange. 


Woodside is also managing exploration activities in the Banda gas field and Tiof oil field, both about 70 km off 
the Mauritanian coast. 


Military leaders announced they planned to rule for at least two years, having seized control from Mauritania's 
President of two decades, Maaouya Ould Sid , who they accused of repressive rule. 
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(Adds U.S. State Department comment) 


NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 4 (Reuters) - The African Union suspended Mauritania on Thursday after army officers 
seized power in an apparently bloodless coup, adding to international pressure on the new rulers of the West 
African country. 


The United Nations, former colonial power France and the United States -- whose military has been training 
Mauritania's troops to fight Islamic militants thought to be operating in the Sahara desert -- have all 
condemned Wednesday's swift takeover in a country straddling black and Arab Africa. 


The officers said a "Military Council for Justice and Democracy" would rule for up to two years to end the 
"totalitarian" regime of President ‘Ahmed Taya who was out of the country after attending 
King Fahd's funeral in Saudi Arabia. 


Later on Thursday, Mauritania's new military rulers dissolved parliament, state radio said. 


The 53-nation African Union firmly denounced the coup and demanded the "restoration of constitutional 
order". 


The U.S. and French ambassadors to Mauritania met the head of the 17-member council, Colonel Ely Ould 
Mohamed Vall on Thursday. 


A U.S. State Department official said Ambassador Joseph LeBaron demanded Taya be restored to power 
after being summoned to the Foreign Ministry, where the coup leaders told him how they planned to 
strengthen democracy in the country. 


"It was a sceptical audience they were talking to," said the State Department official, who asked not to be 
named. 


In a bid to reassure the international community, the council pledged on Wednesday to respect all treaties 
and accords binding Mauritania, but there was no word from the new rulers on their foreign and domestic 
policy objectives. 


Taya, who landed in Niger shortly after the coup, had angered many Arabs in his homeland by establishing 
diplomatic ties with Israel -- the Islamic Republic is one of only three Arab league members to have done so. 


He also turned his country into one of the most repressive nations in the region towards Islamist movements, 
especially after narrowly surviving a coup bid in 2003. His government says two more attempts to topple him 
were foiled in 2004. 


STREET JOY 


Among those who will be looking for clues from the new rulers are Western oil companies which have 
invested heavily in Mauritania and hope to start pumping oil from its offshore fields next year. 


International condemnation for the coup that ousted Taya -- regarded as a Western ally after he shifted 
support from Iraq's former president Saddam Hussein to Israel and the United States -- was in stark contrast 
with the scenes of jubilation that greeted news of the putsch on Wednesday. 


"Welcome to Mauritania, the dictator is gone," said Ousmane Ba, 41, an insurance salesman, greeting a 
passenger crossing into Mauritania from Senegal by boat with a grin. 


In the sand-blanketed capital Nouakchott, thousands of people took to the streets to voice their support for 
the new leader on Thursday. Some carried large photos of Vall, and shouted and honked car horns in 
celebration. 


People headed to work as usual, traffic flowed freely and small groups of soldiers in four-wheel drive cars 
with mounted machineguns guarded key buildings, though in smaller numbers than on Wednesday. 


Vall had long been seen as a close ally of the president, having participated in the 1984 coup that brought 
Taya to power and served as his security chief for nearly 20 years. 


Among the putschists was also the head of Taya's guard, showing that unlike previous attempts to oust him, 
Wednesday's coup came from within the president's own inner circle. (Additional reporting by Nicholas 
Tattersall) 
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OFAKIM, Israel - Thousands of Israeli rightists suspended a march on Gaza settlements after security forces 
blocked their path to prevent them from disrupting a planned pullout from the occupied territory. 
Demonstrators who had been halted by police and soldiers as they surged out of Ofakim in southern Israel 
turned back towards the town just after dawn, and settler leaders said they would rest and decide what to do 
next. 


LONDON - Exactly four weeks after suicide bombers struck the British capital, thousands of police took to the 
streets in a high visibility security operation to reassure jittery Londoners. Underground rail stations were 
swarming with police, many of them armed, as millions of commuters headed into work. 


BAGHDAD - Insurgents blew up a U.S. assault vehicle in western Iraq, killing 14 Marines and a civilian 
interpreter in the deadliest roadside bomb attack against American forces since the war began. In the 
southern city of Basra, an American journalist was found shot dead four days after he wrote an opinion piece 
in The New York Times criticising Shi'ite Islamic fundamentalism. 


KHARTOUM - At least 130 people have been killed and around 350 wounded in Sudan in three days of 
violence after the death of former rebel leader and First Vice President John Garang, the Sudanese Red 
Crescent said. 


Residents reported the streets of the capital Knartoum were much quieter overnight than in previous nights, 
when gangs of armed vigilantes roamed the streets despite a curfew imposed since Monday to curb the 
clashes. 


HOUSTON - NASA was deciding whether it needed another spacewalk to make shuttle Discovery safe for its 
return to Earth as its crew finished transferring cargo to and from the International Space Station. The 
astronauts were loading up the station with as much food, water and other supplies as they could. Discovery 
was the first shuttle to visit since before the 2003 Columbia disaster and another may not come for some 
time. 


BEIJING - North Korea held out against heavy diplomatic pressure, the 10th day of nuclear crisis talks in 
Beijing, as China battled to persuade its ally to sign up to an agreement to end its weapons programmes. 
Three previous rounds of talks failed to end the crisis, and negotiators from the two Koreas, the United 
States, Japan, Russia and host nation China -- meeting for the fourth time in two years -- faced the prospect 
of another abortive outcome. 


WASHINGTON - The United States welcomed news Iran had backed away from a threat to restart work at a 
uranium conversion plant on Wednesday, a move that averted an immediate crisis over the Islamic republic's 
nuclear program. Faced with repeated warnings in recent days from the West not to resume nuclear fuel 
activities, lran said it now hoped to do so by early next week. 


TOKYO - Japan's ruling coalition plans to put off until next week a do-or-die vote on six postal privatisation 
bills that could lead to a snap election, betraying concerns that the bills do not yet have enough support to 
pass. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi has said that rejection of the bills, opposed by many lawmakers in his 
own Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), would be tantamount to a vote of no-confidence, a tacit threat to call a 
snap general election. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's capital was calm as the country waited for announcements from a group of 
officers who said they had seized power to end more than two decades of "totalitarian" rule by the president. 


Triumphant crowds cheered a statement broadcast on state media that President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed 
Taya had been overthrown in an apparently bloodless coup, the latest in a series of attempts to oust him in 
recent years. 


TORONTO - Investigators recovered the black box flight recorders from the Air France plane that crashed 
and burned in a violent Toronto thunderstorm but -- in what officials called a miracle -- took no lives. All 309 
passengers and crew survived after the Airbus A340 overshot the runway and burst into flames as it landed in 
extreme weather conditions at Toronto's Pearson International Airport on Tuesday. 
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OFAKIM, Israel - Thousands of Israeli rightists suspended a march on Gaza settlements after security forces 
blocked their path to prevent them from disrupting a planned pullout from the occupied territory. 


Demonstrators who had been halted by police and soldiers as they surged out of Ofakim in southern Israel 
turned back towards the town just after dawn, and settler leaders said they would decide towards evening 
what to do next. 


AMMAN - Jordan's King Abdullah told Israel that its planned withdrawal from the Gaza Strip must be followed 
by a pullout from the West Bank. 


Officials said the king also told visiting Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz that the withdrawal should open 
the door to restart negotiations on a U.S.- backed "road map" peace plan. 


RAMALLAH, West Bank - Israeli troops detained the West Bank spokesman of the militant Islamic Jihad 
group, Palestinian security sources said. 


Khader Adnan was taken into custody during a raid in the West Bank city of Ramallah, the sources said, a 
day after the group said it would suspend rocket attacks on Israel to facilitate an Israeli pullout from occupied 
Gaza in two weeks. 


DUBAI - Al Qaeda's second in command Ayman al-Zawahri warned Britons in a video aired on Thursday that 
Prime Minister Tony Blair's policies will bring more destruction to London. 


He also warned the United States that al Qaeda will continue to launch deadly attacks until U.S. troops quit all 
Muslim countries. 


KHARTOUM - At least 130 people have been killed and about 350 wounded in Sudan in three days of 
violence after the death of former rebel leader and First Vice President John Garang, the Sudanese Red 
Crescent said. 


Residents reported the streets of the capital Knartoum were quieter overnight than on previous nights, when 
gangs of armed vigilantes roamed the streets in spite of a curfew imposed since Monday to curb the clashes. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's capital was calm as the country waited for announcements from a group of 
officers who said they had seized power to end more than two decades of "totalitarian" rule by the president. 


Triumphant crowds cheered a statement broadcast on state media on Wednesday that President Maaouya — 
Ould Sia had been overthrown in an apparently bloodless coup, the latest in a series of 
attempts to oust him in recent years. 


DUBAI - Iraq's al Qaeda group said that Islamic sharia law should be the only legislation to govern the 
country, according to an Internet statement. 


"The Islamic sharia is the right religion and anything else is wrong and rejected, including the constitution. No 
human being is allowed to legislate laws which are the right of God alone," said the statement posted ona 
Web site frequently used by the al Qaeda organisation in Iraq. 


BEIRUT - The United Nations envoy for southern Lebanon urged Beirut to consider how to deploy its forces 
in the south, where Hizbollah guerrillas often clash with Israeli troops. 


Hizbollah currently controls security in the southern border area. Last week the U.N. Security Council called 
on Lebanon to extend its military presence to the south, with U.N. help if necessary, following Syria's 
withdrawal from the tiny country. 


ANKARA - Turkey and France clashed over whether Ankara should recognise Cyprus, a European Union 
member, before it begins its own EU entry talks on Oct. 3. 


Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan said Turkey could not accept any new conditions for opening the talks and 
said he had been upset by comments from France that Ankara must first accept the internationally 
recognised Greek Cypriot government. 


DOHA - Fast-growing Qatar Airways intends to sign deals by September worth $15.6 billion for 80 Airbus and 
Boeing wide-body jets, its chief executive said. 


The state-controlled carrier announced in June at the Paris Air Show that it planned to buy a mix of 60 Airbus 
A350-800 and A350-900 planes and 20 Boeing 777-200LR and 777-300ER aircraft. 
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* 3 Aug 05 - President 


Maaoliya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya has been * 


overthrown by a group of officers in a coup. 


"Military Council for Justice and Democracy" 
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ad headed by Colonel Ely Ould Mohamed Vall. 
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Manan Gi. & “ENGUS ty a ode ook eStats Wikawn eis wet waded Kane MOUSTAPHA 
Rural Development, 

Water & Environment............. Sidi Mohamed Ould TALEB AMAR 
Secretary of State 

Bor Arabs MAGHLEDS 1, bdicsudne: wheelie ep etdnedeens Abdel Kader OUld MOHAMED 
Secretary of State 

Pow. Casall Atte Salt 2S hs hte sod ecelcd pase arise deans Mohamed Ould Hama VEZAZ 
Secretary of State 

for Technology........... Mrs Betrigha Mint Kaber Ould CHEIKH 
Secretary of State 
for Women Conditions...... Mrs Zeinabou Mint Mohamed Ould NAHA 














Secretary-General 





Trade, Craft, & Tourism........ Mohamed Ghali Ould Cherif AHMED 
Transport, “SUPPL TSS eas ed sldieietere are whe oes SM Moustapha Ould ABDALLA 
Central Bank Governor..............0006- Ahmed Salem Ould TEBAKH 











NOTE: Any comments/queries on the content of this 

government list, please contact the Reuters 
Editorial Reference Unit, London, on (20) 7542 
7968. 








End Government List). 
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KHARTOUM - At least 130 people have been killed and about 350 wounded in Sudan in three days of 
violence after the death of former rebel leader and First Vice President John Garang, the Sudanese Red 
Crescent said. 


Residents reported the streets of the capital Knartoum were quieter overnight than on previous nights, when 
gangs of armed vigilantes roamed the streets in spite of a curfew imposed since Monday to curb the clashes. 


NOUAKCHOTT - Mauritania's capital was calm as the country awaited announcements from a group of 
officers who say they have seized power to end more than two decades of "totalitarian" rule by the president. 


Triumphant crowds cheered a statement broadcast on state media on Wednesday that President Maaouya — 
Ould Sid had been overthrown in an apparently bloodless coup, the latest in a series of 
attempts to oust him in recent years. 


ADDIS ABABA - African leaders meeting in Ethiopia to seek a common position on expanding the U.N. 
Security Council heard a warning that their continent had most to lose if they failed to reach consensus. 


Opening the summit, African Union (AU) chairman Olusegun Obasanjo urged leaders and delegates from the 
53 nations to unify their stance and negotiate with others outside Africa. 


NEW SITE, Sudan - The body of former rebel leader and Vice President John Garang was flown to key towns 
around southern Sudan for thousands of mourning supporters to pay their last respects. 


Garang's death in a weekend helicopter crash -- just three weeks after he was sworn in as Sudan's first vice 
president under a January north-south peace deal -- has devastated his followers around the vast southern 
bushlands. 


LAGOS - More than 30 people were drowned when a wooden boat capsized on the River Niger in 
southeastern Nigeria, police said. 


JOHANNESBURG - A 25-year-old South African was sentenced to life in jail for the murder of a student that 
shocked even crime-weary South Africans. 


Johannesburg's High Court sentenced Donovan Moodley for life for murdering Leigh Matthews, with an 
additional 15 years for her kidnapping to be served concurrently with 10 years for extorting 50,000 rand 
($7,730) from her family before he shot her dead, the South African Press Association (SAPA) reported. 


ADDIS ABABA - The UN's food aid agency said it had suspended distribution of 16,000 tonnes of Corn Soy 
Blend in Ethiopia after U.S. suppliers warned the batch contained excess iron and could be harmful. 
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(adds details) 


ADDIS ABABA, Aug 4 (Reuters) - The African Union suspended Mauritania from the 53-nation group on 
Thursday and demanded the restoration of "constitutional order" after military officers said they had seized 
power in the West African nation. 


"Council decides to suspend Mauritania's participation in all AU activities until the restoration of constitutional 
order in the country," said a statement from the AU's Peace and Security Council released at a summit in 
Ethiopia. 


The AU said it welcomed international condemnation of the apparently bloodless coup in Mauritania and 
urged concerted action against those behind it. 


"Council firmly condemns the coup d'etat in Mauritania on Aug. 3 and demands a prompt restoration of 
constitutional order," the statement said. 


The AU said an African ministerial delegation would be sent to Mauritania "to reiterate the AU's positions to 
the perpetrators of the coup d'etat and to engage them on the modalities for a speedy restoration of 
constitutional order." 


The group of Mauritanian officers said on Wednesday they had seized power to end more than two decades 
of "totalitarian" rule by President ere el 


It was the latest in a series of attempts to oust him in recent years. 


Officers said in the statement signed by the "Military Council for Justice and Democracy" that they would rule 
for up to two years in the West African country. 


State radio said the 17-member military council would be headed by Colonel Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, naming 
a list of members comprised of officers in the various security forces. 


As well as the African Union, the United States, South Africa and United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan have all condemned the seizure of power in the country of 2.9 million people. 
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NOUAKCHOTT, Aug 4 (Reuters) - Mauritania's new military rulers have dissolved parliament, state radio said 
on Thursday. 


The officers took power in an apparently bloodless coup on Wednesday, while President Maaouya Ould 
i was out of the country. 
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Iran fuels suspicion IRAN said it hoped to restart work at a uranium conversion plant on Wednesday, rejecting 


western appeals to hold off completely and refusing to wait a week so UN inspectors can monitor the 
activities. 


The European Union has warned Iran any resumption of nuclear fuel activities would mean an end to two 
years of talks over lIran’s atomic ambitions, which Tehran says are peaceful but which the west suspects are 
aimed at making a bomb. 


Meanwhile, Conservative Mahmoud Ahmadinejad became Iran’s new president, taking office amid 
international turmoil over Tehran’s nuclear ambitions and his own past. 


Bomb kills US marines A ROADSIDE bomb explosion tore through a US assault vehicle in Iraq, killing 14 
American marines and a civilian interpreter in the deadliest attack of its kind against US forces since the war 
began. 


Journalist shot dead AN AMERICAN journalist and author was found dead after being shot three times in the 
chest in the southern Iraqi city of Basra, a US embassy official said. 


Steven Vincent’s death came four days after an opinion piece he wrote criticising the rise of Shi'ite Islamist 
fundamentalism in Basra was published in the New York Times. 


Israelis march on Gaza THOUSANDS of Israeli ultra-rightists rallying against an impending Gaza withdrawal 
planned to march over the border to Jewish settlements in the occupied land, a procession police vowed to 
block. 


Shuttle repaired SPACEWALKING astronaut Steve Robinson plucked a couple of loose fibre strips from 
Discovery’s belly in an unprecedented repair to the shuttle’s heat shield. 


Toronto crash inquiry STUNNED survivors of the fiery crash at Toronto airport were coming to grips with their 
ordeal while investigators tried to determine what caused the plane to skid off the runway during a bad storm. 


Korea talks continue WEARY envoys to marathon talks on the Korean nuclear crisis agreed to meet for a 
10th day as China battled to save the six-party process from collapse. 


Military takeover MAURITANIA’S armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country and put an 
end to the “totalitarian regime” of President aSoHyE OSH ARGH TEVA a statement on the state news 
agency said. 


Sudan unrest worsens VIOLENCE is spreading across Sudan’s capital, Khartoum, as riots which began after 
ex-rebel leader John Garang died have turned into retaliatory attacks. 
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A military junta overthrew President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, a staunch ally of the United States, 


while he was out of the country. The junta promised to yield to democratic rule within two years, but African 
leaders and the United States were quick to condemn the coup, declaring that the days of authoritarianism 
and military rule must end across the continent. Mr. Taya, who seized power in a 1984 coup and has allied 
his overwhelmingly Muslim nation with the United States, refused comment after arriving in nearby Niger from 
Saudi Arabia, where he had attended the funeral of King Fahd. 
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THE deep instability of West Africa was highlighted again yesterday when a group of army officers overthrew 
the President of Mauritania and set up a military council to rule the Islamic nation, which is on the verge of a 
huge oil bonanza. 


In a brief statement, the self-styled Military Council for Justice and Democracy said that it was putting an end 
to the "totalitarian regime" of President { . It pledged to rule for two years and 
create the conditions for an "open and transparent democracy". 


The coup was led by officers who seized the headquarters of the armed forces and the state radio and 
television buildings in Nouakchott, the capital. 


Mr Taya, who faced mounting opposition to his 21-year rule from Islamic militants and pro-democracy 
advocates, was out of the country. He stopped over in Niamey, capital of neighbouring Niger, as he was 
returning from the funeral of King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. 


The coup was led by heavily armed units of the presidential guard which took control of the buildings at about 
5am local time and blocked off key access routes to the presidential palace and government ministries. 


Short bursts of automatic gunfire were heard, but there were no reports of casualties. Last night Colonel Ely 
Ould Mohammed Vall, 55, the national police chief since 1987, was named as head of the ruling Military 
Council. 


Mr Taya, now in his 60s, also seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984 and has ruled with an iron fist. 
Despite his once close links with Saddam Hussein, he has portrayed himself as a US ally and expressed 
concern about the creeping influence of al-Qaeda in Africa. 


Mauritania, one of the few countries in the world where slavery is openly practised with semi-official 
endorsement, is reportedly sitting on one billion barrels of oil and 30 billion cubic metres of natural gas. 


Critics say that Mr Taya was using the threat of Islamic militancy to clamp down on any opponents while 
preparing to share the spoils among his close associates, mainly fellow Moors, a tiny minority of the country's 
2.8 million people. 


In June 2003, just as Western oil companies began to move into the country, there was a bloody uprising 
against Mr Taya. It was suppressed after several days and was followed by repression of all critics, sparking 
two more coup attempts last August and September. 


In particular the Government accused opponents of links with al-Qaeda in neighbouring Algeria and accepted 
US training to help its forces to combat the terrorist threat. 


Last May the International Crisis Group, a think-tank, said that Mr Taya was using the supposed threat to 
resist reform. Elections in 1992 and 1997 returning him to office were widely rejected as masquerades. 


* MAURITANIA 

*Broke away from French rule to become an Islamic state in 1960 

*At 398,000 sq miles, it is almost twice the size of France. It has a population of 3.1 million 
*Life expectancy is up from 39 years in 1950 to 63 in 2003. Infant mortality is 70 per 1,000 


*Slavery persists despite being banned more than two decades ago 


*US ended development aid over its treatment of its black population and its support for Iraq in 1991 Gulf War 
(c) Times Newspapers Ltd, 2005 
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By Gherman Krylov 

CAIRO, August 4 (Itar-Tass) - Colonel Ely Ould Mohammad Vall has placed himself at the head of a Military 
Council for Justice and Democracy -- a top steering body formed by the group of officers who came to power 
in Mauritania on Wednesday. Prior to the coup, Colonel Vall had been at the head of the National Security 
Service (NSS). There is every indication that the NSS will remain in his charge. The Council consists of 18 
members who seized power when President ‘Ahmed Taya was in Saudi Arabia. 
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Mauritania 

Celebrations greet 

news of army coup 

against president 

Mauritania's army said yesterday it had seized power to end the "totalitarian" regime of President Maaouya | 
Sasa who is out of the country, and planned to rule for up to two years. The junta named 


Col. Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, the national police chief, the country's new leader. 


Hundreds of people took to the streets in the capital Nouakchott to celebrate the coup against Taya, in power 
since a 1984 putsch. 


Mauritania has witnessed a series of uprisings and attempted military coups in recent years. Taya angered 
many Arabs in the country by shifting support from former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and the 
U.S. in the 1990s. 


Gaza 
Militant group vows 
to halt rocket attacks 


A major Palestinian militant group promised yesterday it would not fire more rockets before the coming Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. The pledge by Islamic Jihad, which came a day after rockets inadvertently 
killed a Palestinian boy, could ease the pullout, set to begin Aug. 17. Israel is leaving 21 settlements in Gaza 
and four in the West Bank. 


Islamic Jihad denied involvement in the "unfortunate incident" Tuesday in which rockets hit a northern Gaza 
house, killing the 5-year-old and wounding 10 other people. The assault was aimed at a gathering of Israeli 
withdrawal opponents. 


Britain 
Londoner charged 
in terror investigation 


British police filed their first charges in the London terror investigations yesterday, accusing a 23-year-old 
man of withholding information about the July 21 transit bombers. 


Police say Ismael Abdurahman of southeast London had information in the week after the failed attack that 
he knew might help police catch suspects. He is to attend a hearing in London today. 


Sudan 
Arabs flee town amid 


anger over VP's death 


Sudanese Arabs fled the southern town of Juba yesterday after black Africans angered by the death of their 
popular rebel leader went on a two-day rampage, chasing Arabs in the street and burning their shops and 
homes. At least 18 people were killed, witnesses said. 


Violence erupted after the death of John Garang, the charismatic leader of rebels who for 21 years fought for 
black African, mostly Christian and animist southern Sudan to gain independence from the government in the 
mainly Muslim Arab north. Garang died in a helicopter crash Saturday, just three weeks after becoming 
vice-president under a power-sharing agreement. 


United States 
More time for Martha: 
Did yoga bend rules? 


Martha Stewart's release from home confinement and her electronic anklet has been delayed three weeks to 
the end of the month, her lawyer says. 


It wasn't revealed what the home decorating entrepreneur had done to earn the extra time. Stewart's 
five-month home confinement sentence followed a five-month jail term for lying about a stock sale. The New 
York Post reported Sunday that Stewart had been seen riding an off-road vehicle on her Bedford, N.Y., estate 
and attended a yoga class nearby. 
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Life is reported back to normal in Mauritania's capital city of Nouakchott Thursday, one day after a group of 
military officers took power in a bloodless coup. 


Hundreds of people flowed into Nouakchott's streets Wednesday to celebrate the overthrow of President 
Maaouya Ould Sid . The 17-member Military Council for Justice and Democracy named 
Colonel Ely Ould Mohammed Vall, Mauritania's national police chief, as its leader. 


The council says it took power to end the totalitarian practices of Mr. Taya, who seized power himself in a 
1984 coup. He had come under fire in recent years for aligning the Islamic nation with Israel. 


The council has pledged to rule Mauritania for two years before yielding to democracy. 
The United States, African Union and United Nations have condemned the bloodless coup. 
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CAIRO -- Mauritania soldiers on Wednesday surrounded the state radio station, which has been off air since 
the morning, Qatar-based al-Jazeera TV channel reported. 


The incident occurred from 5:00 am (0500 GMT), while President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was out 


of the country, who was in Riyadh on Tuesday for the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd. 


Further reports reaching here said that it is a coup d'etat as the army troops, dominated by presidential guard 
members, took over the armed forces headquarters, state radio and television 


buildings in the capital Nouakchott. ( Mauritania-Army) 


MOSCOW -- Two astronauts of space shuttle Discovery ventured out into space Wednesday for a third time, 
with an unprecedented mission of fixing worrisome pieces of filler dangling from the ship's belly, the NASA 
group at the Russian Mission Control said. 


The two spacewalkers, American Stephen Robinson and Japanese Soichi Noguchi, who started off at 0848 
GMT, will first install a stowage platform outside the Quest airlock of the space station and replace some 
experiment equipment before Robinson tackles the repair mission underneath Discovery. 


The spacewalk will last about six and a half hours and the repair is expected to take a little more than an 
hour. (Russia-Discovery-Space Walk) 


BAGHDAD -- Fourteen US marines and an interpreter were killed in a roadside bomb attack in western Iraq 
on Wednesday, the US military said. 


The marines, assigned to Regimental Combat Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force, 
were killed when an improvised explosive device hit their armored vehicle near the town of Haditha, some 
250 km northwest of Baghdad, the military said. 


The names of the killed soldiers were being withheld pending notification of next of kin, they added. 
(lraq-US-Toll) 


TEHRAN, Aug. 3 (Xinhua) -- Iran hopes to resume atomic fuel work by early next week, chief nuclear 
negotiator Hassan Rohani said on Wednesday. (Iran-Nuclear) 
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DAKAR, Aug. 4 (Xinhua) -- Mauritania's capital was returning to normal Thursday after a group of officers led 


by Colonel Ely Ould Mohammed Vall, the director of national security, seized power to end more than two 
decades of "totalitarian" rule by the president, according to reports reaching here from Nouakchott. 


Colonel Vall, 55, has become head of the 17-member Military Council for Justice and Democracy, the council 
said in a written statement. 


Mauritanian army troops, including members of the presidential guard, seized control of the state radio and 
television in the capital early Wednesday while President Maaouya Ould Sid was out of the 
country. 


However, the international community has strongly condemned a coup that ousted the regime of the oil-rich 
northwest African country of Mauritania. 


Deposed leader Ould Taya had been in Saudi Arabia attending the funeral of King Fahd and was prevented 
from returning home when the military closed down the Nouakchott airport. 


Taya, who had ruled Mauritania since staging a bloodless coup in 1984, landed in Niger where he was 
received by Nigerien government officials. 


During his 21-year reign, Taya had foiled many coup attempts and cracked down ruthlessly against 
opponents. 
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Military coup in Mauritania takes over government while Pres Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya is attending 


funeral of King Fahd in Saudi Arabia; United States condemns action (S) 
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MOSCOW, August 4 (RIA Novosti) - Moscow hopes the situation in Mauritania following Wednesday's coup 
will be resolved peacefully, the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement Thursday. 


"Moscow hopes for a constitutional resolution of the situation in Mauritania... without the use of force and 
confirms its adherence to the steady development of relations between the two countries," the statement said. 


The statement also said the Foreign Ministry was maintaining steady contacts with the Russian Embassy in 
Nouakchott and was closely monitoring the development of the situation. 


"Adequate measures have been taken to ensure the security of Russian citizens in Mauritania," the statement 
said. 


A military junta overthrew the government of President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, who was out of the 


country at the time. 
They junta calls itself the Military Council for Justice and Democracy. 


According to the media, the military took control of government offices, the capital's airport, national television 
and radio stations. 
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NOUAKCHOTT - Armed forces seized control yesterday of the West African country of Mauritania, a U.S. ally 
that is one of the few Islamic countries to support Israel. 


A statement broadcast on state media on behalf of the "Military Council for Justice and Democracy" said it 
was ending the "totalitarian" regime of President Maaouya Ould Sid , who had left the country 
to attend the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd. 


The council said it would rule for a maximum of two years and pledged to bring democracy to the country. 


"The armed forces and security forces have unanimously decided to put a definitive end to the totalitarian 
activities of the defunct regime under which our people have suffered so much over recent years," the 
statement said. 


"This council pledges before the Mauritanian people to create favourable circumstances for an open and 
transparent democracy." 


However, the coup was quickly condemned by the United States, European Union, the United Nations and 
the African Union, which announced its "total rejection ... of any unconstitutional change of government and 
the importance of respect for constitutional order." 


The head of the AU's executive commission, former Malian president Alpha Oumar Konare, "strongly 
condemns any seizure of power or any attempt to take power by force," a statement said. 


The coup affects a large but sparsely populated desert country that has an overwhelmingly Islamic population 
but has allied itself closely with the U.S. war on terror. 


Mr. Taya seized power in a 1984 coup and has ruled ever since, at first as head of a military regime but since 
1992 as head of an elected civilian government. He was re-elected in 2003 with more than 60% of the vote 
but has survived several coup attempts. 


He angered many in the country by shifting support from former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and 
Washington in the 1990s. Mauritania -- which hopes to start pumping oil early next year from offshore oil 
deposits -- is one of only three Arab League member states that have established diplomatic ties with Israel. 


It is also one of the most repressive countries in the region toward Islamist movements. Scores of Islamic 
opposition activists have been arrested since April and accused of colluding with Algeria's Salafist Group for 
Preaching and Combat (GSPC), an al-Qaeda ally. 


Washington has been sending military experts to train soldiers in Mauritania and other countries in the region 
to combat terror groups thought to be operating in the Sahara. Critics accused Mr. Taya of using the U.S. 
campaign to crack down on opponents within the Islamic government. 


The coup began early yesterday, with brief bursts of heavy weapons and machine-gun fire heard in the city 
as residents kept off the streets. 


A military source close to the coup leaders, who asked not to be named, said a number of senior officers had 
been arrested, including the army chief of staff. He said no members of the ousted government had been 
detained. 


Although residents initially stayed in their homes, hundreds of people later came out to back the ouster of Mr. 
Taya and made their way along the capital's main streets shouting slogans in favour of the coup. 


Shops in the sand-blanketed city were closed and taxis were not stopping to pick up people trying to leave 
the city centre. 


"| heard a burst of gunfire near the presidency. | saw scared people running away. Civil servants have all left 
their offices," a witness in the capital said, according to Reuters. 


"All the army is in the streets. It's blocking the roads to the presidency and the main routes through town," a 
civil servant who lives near the presidency building said. 


Tom Casey, a U.S. State Department spokesman, said Mr. Taya was "the established constitutional president 
of Mauritania" and called for "a peaceful return to order under the constitution and the established 
government." 


Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General, also condemned the seizure of power, with spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric saying he was "deeply troubled" by the reports. 


Mr. Dujarric stressed that Mr. Annan "condemns any attempt to change the government of any country 
unconstitutionally" and insists political disagreements be settled peacefully through democratic means. 


Black & White Photo: Luc Gnago, Reuters / President MaaouyaOuld Sid'Ahmed Taya was attending the 


funeral of King Fahd of Saudi Arabia when his officers struck.; Graphic/Diagram: National Post / 
MAURITANIA: (See print copy for complete graphic/diagram.) 
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DANA Petroleum said it would monitor the situation in Mauritania, following reports of a possible coup in the 
west African state in which the Aberdeen-based oil and gas firm has important exploration interests. Members 
of Mauritania's presidential guard took over state television and radio yesterday and blocked streets in the 
capital Nouakchott, while president | was out of the country after attending 
the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd. Dana is in the early stages of exploration in Mauritania. 


While it hopes to find big reserves in the country it does not yet have any employees there. Australian 
company Woodside said drilling in the block, containing the sizeable Chinguetti discovery offshore Mauritania 
in which it has a stake, had not been affected. 
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NOUAKCHOTT -- Gunfire rang out near the presidency building in Mauritania's capital Nouakchott yesterday 
after the presidential guard surrounded state radio and blocked off streets in the city. 


President Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya was out of the country attending the funeral of Saudi Arabia's 


King Fahd in Riyadh. 


"We have heard that there has been a coup d'etat but we don't know who's involved," said Sid Ahmed 
Abeidna, the British honorary consul in Nouakchott. 


The French embassy said it was monitoring the situation in the former colony but would not comment further. 
A witness on the border with Senegal said border guards were preventing people leaving the country. 


Dissident soldiers came close to toppling Mr Taya in June 2003 during two days of street fighting in 
Nouakchott before loyalist forces regained control. The Government says it foiled two more coup attempts 
last year. 


A civil servant who lives near the presidency building said: "All the army is in the streets. It's blocking the 
roads to the 


presidency and the main routes through town. 

"| went to my office but was told to go home." 

Shops were closed and taxis were not stopping to pick up those trying to leave the centre of town. 
Mr Taya seized power in a 1984 coup. 


He has angered many Arabs in the country, which straddles black and Arab Africa, by shifting support from 
former lraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and Washington in the 1990s. 


Mauritania, which hopes to start pumping oil early next year, is one of only three Arab League member states 
that have established diplomatic ties with Israel. 


It is also one of the most repressive countries in the region towards Islamist extremists, analysts say. 
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Emerging oil producer Mauritania was thrown into turmoil Wednesday, when armed forces announced the 
overthrow of the country's President iaacuya CUASIa RR ed Tae and the creation of a military ruling 
council. 


A group calling themselves the Military Council for Justice and Democracy issued a statement that it had 
ended the "totalitarian regime." The statement, published by the Mauritanian news agency, said it would rule 
the Northwest African state for a transitional period of two years, after which it would organize free and fair 
elections. 


Details were sketchy on Wednesday, but the coup was thought to have been led by army officers who seized 
control of state media and main routes in the capital, Nouakchott, according to local reports. 


Australia's Woodside, operator of the $600 million Chinguetti oil field development in Mauritania, said on 
Wednesday that the situation in Nouakchott had not affected its offshore drilling operations. "At this stage the 
company has received no indication that staff and contractors are in danger," Woodside said in a statement. 
"It is accounting for its staff and contractors. ... Further details will be advised as appropriate." 


Woodside is the biggest overseas operator in Mauritania and is involved in a number of upstream projects 
there along with Australian partners Hardman Resources and Roc Oil, and, to a lesser extent, the UK's BG 
Group and Premier Oil. The Chinguetti development, in which Woodside holds a 53.8% stake, is expected on 
stream in 2006 at around 75,000 barrels per day. 


Chinguetti should be followed by a potential tie-back development at Tevet, the larger Tiof, and the Banda 
gas field. All lie on PSC Areas A and B, where the majority of drilling has progressed with a high success 
rate. Tiof is estimated to contain around 1 billion bbl of oil in place. 


Companies have also been scrambling to sign up for onshore blocks in the country's large desert interior, 
particularly where it joins North Africa's Taoudeni Basin. 


UK independent Sterling Energy is a strategic partner in the Chinguetti development under an agreement 
inked in 2004 entitling it to a share of the income from the government's 12% interest. Sterling spokesman 
James Hargreaves told International Oil Daily Wednesday that the company was "monitoring the situation." 
But he added that it was unlikely a new regime would do anything dramatic to jeopardize the flow of oil money 
or the interest of foreign investors. 


The Mauritanian government foiled two coup attempts in 2004, which it claimed were led by rebel soldiers 
and radical Islamists, and an earlier unsuccessful coup in June 2003. On Wednesday, President Taya, who 
himself seized power in a bloodless coup in 1984, was returning from the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
and was reported to have landed in Niger's capital, Niamey. 


Since mid-March, Taya, who supports the US "war on terror," has carried out a series of arrests against 
alleged Islamic militants on charges of terrorist activity. The president is said to have upset the local Muslim 
population by forging close relations with the US and Israel, and through such crackdowns. 


Brussels-based think tank International Crisis Group (ICG) said in a recent report that Taya was using 
Western fears of Islamic fundamentalism and global terrorism as a pretext to muzzle his political opponents. 
ICG's project director for North Africa, Hugh Roberts, said Wednesday that Taya's policies were isolating the 
government, although he said it was still unclear how much of the army supported the latest action or which 
individuals were behind it. 


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan condemned "any attempt to change the government of any country 
unconstitutionally." The European Union also called for the respect of democracy and constitutional order. 


Deborah Kelly, London 
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Mauritania: Mauritania's armed forces have set up a military council to rule the country and end the 


"totalitarian" regime of president Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya, according to a statement broadcast on 


state media yesterday. 


The communique said the council would rule the Islamic Republic for a maximum of two years. Taya is out of 
the country. 


"The armed forces and security forces have unanimously decided to put a definitive end to the totalitarian 
activities of the defunct regime under which our people have suffered so much over recent years," the 
statement said. Witnesses said earlier that members of Mr Taya's guard had taken over state television and 
radio. Gunfire rang out near the presidency building and the airport was closed. 


An opposition leader and a military source said they believed the head of the presidential guard, Col 
Mohamed Ould Abdel-Aziz, was involved in the apparent coup d'etat. 


Mr Taya, who attended the funeral of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh on Tuesday, arrived in Niger's 
capital Niamey hours after news of the troop movements emerged. 


Mr Taya seized power in a 1984 coup. He has angered many Arabs in the country by shifting support from 
former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein to Israel and Washington in the 1990s. Dissident soldiers nearly 
toppled in 2003 during two days of fighting in Nouakchott before loyalist forces prevailed. - (Reuters) 
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